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Abstract 

Earth Week at VUJC 

Earth Week at VUJC describes a community effort to provide four days of Earth-centered 

programs at Vincennes University Jasper Campus, a small, commuter, community college 

campus in Jasper, Indiana. Several faculty, staff, students, and community members took part in 

organizing and producing Earth Week, which took place from April 21-24, 2008. The event was 

aimed at raising awareness of environmental and social justice issues, but also had a local flavor, 

as all presenters were from within approximately one hundred miles of the campus or associated 

with the campus. Six programs over four days included films, ceremony, lectures, a slide show, 

dance, and discussion, as well as an art display and booths featuring local vendors and 

organizations. All events were free and open to the public. This first-time Earth awareness 

effort proved a success and plans are to make it an annual event. 
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Introduction 

The Earth will not function in the future in the same manner that it has functioned in the past. A 

decisive transformation has taken place. The human had nothing to say in the emergent period 

of the universe before the present. In the future, however, the human will be involved in almost 

everything that happens. We have passed over the threshold. We cannot make a blade of grass. 

Yet there is liable not to be a blade of grass in the future unless it is accepted, protected, and 

fostered by the human. Sometimes, too, there is a healing that can be brought about by human 

assistance. 

—Thomas Berry 

Dubois County and the surrounding south-central Indiana area hold a rural community 

tucked away in a combination of forests and vast agricultural tracts, with the accompanying 

original businesses—farm stores, sawmills, and woodworking factories. This area, untouched by 

the last glacier, has a rich natural history. The European-Americans who live here often have 

deep roots, having owned their land for many generations. Originally, they were farmers, 

tanners, woodworkers, and stonemasons. Over time, some of the small family farmers shifted 

into agribusiness, while others logged, and many others sought factory work. For modern-era 

pope, woodworking, which previously had been an artisan’s fine craft, often became a five and 

a half day workweek on a furniture factory line. Small family farms were consumed by 

industrial agriculture and farmers now may own thousands of acres without a plot of vegetables 

for their own families, routinely buying genetically modified seeds and chemical fertilizers, 

continuously investing in more land, bigger equipment, and never knowing the ultimate 

destination of their crops, typically corn and soybeans. 

Despite deep settlers’ roots, some students of Vincennes University Jasper Campus, a 

small, commuter, community college campus, have become estranged from the land and often  
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struggle for survival when factories 

lay them off. As Scott Russell 

Sanders said in his keynote speech at 

JASPER CAMPUS. Nrempp Gallery 

EASTEREGG HUNT YOUTH ARTY RRR Bo . : | gathering, these people carry with 

on 5 4 . 

0 So eri fT recent local environmental 
ET 

them their ancestral genes, and their 

ancestors are the ones who cut down 

all the trees in this area at the turn of 

Gates to VU Jasper Campus the last century. This genetic 

memory, as well as the psychological and emotional estrangement most modern Westerners 

feel from the natural world, culminates in students not naturally environmentally knowledgeable, 

except in four-wheeling, hunting, fishing, and morel gathering, i.e. nature as mostly 

entertainment. VUJC’s students typically look at the natural world as a resource rather than as 

Source. According to many first-day-of-class comments, my students say that they are looking 

to earn a two-year degree in hopes of obtaining a “good job,” one that will pay them enough to 

participate fully in our consumer society. 

Besides the original families, a flood of Mexican and Central American immigrants are 

finding their way into the area. These people take jobs in numerous large confined animal 

feeding operations (CAFOs) and the attending processing plants for turkeys, chickens, and eggs. 

They also may work harvesting crops for orchards. The VUJC students from this group have 

amazing stories to tell about their travels, sometimes-illegal border crossings, and what they left 

behind. They often come from subsistence farming backgrounds and tell of their parents being 

forced to leave to make a living as global corporations come into their home countries. I recall  
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one student from Honduras, Jairo, who spoke of not being able to afford to see the ancient ruins 

of his country as the fee cost too much for the typical local. Only tourists could afford the high 

prices. Many of these immigrants fly their home country’s flag and feel an enduring love for 

what they left behind, yet experience an estrangement from that place and this one 

simultaneously. 

Another more recent category of student at VUJC is the person who has been arrested for 

something, especially alcohol or illegal drug abuse, often methamphetamine. This student may 

have served a sentence or still be serving it, and is being helped by various social agencies to 

acquire an education. Again, as in the other types of Jasper Campus’s typical students, this 

group is often hurting, in psychological pain at the very least, and is in survival mode. Being 

aware of anything besides personal issues is quite rare. Current events escape the notice of these 

students and they, as most of our students, do not have a sense of a larger world. Our students 

are often single parents, older than the traditional college student is, and beset with personal 

crises. Most are first generation college students. Many have GEDs. Environmental issues are 

rarely of interest to the typical VUJC student. 

Yet, these students are not much different in their lack of awareness from the average 

Westerner. It is important to recognize that we are all wounded in our alienation from the natural 

world. The industrial society in which we live suffers from anthropocentrism. We have great 

difficulty realizing we are completely focused on ourselves, blind to our place in the web of life 

on our planet and in our universe. Joanna Macy, ecophilosopher, deep ecologist, and Buddhist 

scholar, maintains that we must recognize that our pain, our woundedness, actually stems from 

our interconnectedness with all things. When we feel estranged, we are in pain. When we 

become aware of being part of everything there is, when we become aware of our true nature,  
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which is “far more ancient and encompassing than the separate self defined by habit and 

society,” then we are on the path to healing ourselves and allowing our planet to self-heal 

(“Theoretical Foundations”). According to Macy, our perceived estrangement from the natural 

world, the great suffering of our time, has led to “repression, or psychic numbing”; she calls this 

“Apatheia, the deadening of the mind and heart” (“Guidebook to the Work™). 

Ecopsychologists Allen D. Kanner and Mary E. Gomes write about the Western world’s 

habits of consumption at the expense of a just and sustainable world. The fantasy of “endless 

comfort and convenience . . . . is part of a syndrome that psychologists call narcissism. 

Narcissism is characterized by an inflated, grandiose, entitled, and masterful self-image, or ‘false 

self,” that masks deep-seated but unacknowledged feelings of worthlessness and emptiness” (79). 

Psychologist Philip Cushman links narcissism to consumer culture. The consuming self 

becomes increasingly isolated and individualized, and ultimately empty (qtd. in Kanner and 

Gomes 79). Then Apatheia invades the mind and heart. 

We all require enough. We all need food, shelter, safety, community, and love, yet our 

industrial growth society observes no limits, and the students of VUJC imagine that they can and 

should be able to live a life of no material limits. The final exam vision collages I assign in 

Study Skills, a class I teach that deals with ways for students to achieve student success but also 

incorporates life skills, typically reveal desires for huge houses, large diamond rings, SUVs, and 

expensive vacations. Only a few students focus on careers of service to others. For the first time 

ever, this past semester, a student put images of Earth on her collage, with a vision statement that 

included helping to heal the planet (post Earth Week). 

VU degree programs tend to focus on alleviating the symptoms of the problems of our 

ailing world rather than their solutions. The newest ones include various expanding nursing  
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programs to serve an increasingly ill population, mine safety to enhance future coal mining, 

homeland security, and business and industry programs aimed at more, better, and faster 

industrial growth. Recently, I took part in a focus group that discussed, among other things, 

what other new programs VU might offer. When I suggested training for green collar jobs, the 

response was deafening silence. 

In some classrooms, a few colleagues, myself included, are introducing environmental 

and social justice topics, as we are able to fit them into the required course material. From time 

to time, the same few host films for students and the public that deal with environmental issues. 

Traditionally, however, these have been poorly attended. Last year, a couple new to Jasper and 

Sierra Club members, hosted three colloquia on campus, bringing in local environmental 

activists to speak on current, local issues. Again, attendance was poor. Moreover, in the twenty 

years I have been associated with VUJC, there has never been a celebration or even a hint of 

recognition of Earth Day. Last year when I looked in the newspaper for something to do in 

celebration of Earth Day, there was absolutely nothing locally. I would have had to drive at least 

sixty-five miles to attend an event. This Earth Literacy project, therefore, sought to make 

available to students and staff, as well as the local community, various environmentally-oriented 

educational programs over the week of April 21-24, 2008, on the campus of VUJC that 

illustrated various Earth Literacy themes. Beyond the traditional classroom education aimed at 

the mind, those of us involved hoped to reach attendees in a holistic manner, including 

emotionally and spiritually, through art, music, dance, and ceremony, leaving them feeling 

empowered and on the path to healing themselves of Apatheia by knowing deeply that they were 

connected to the great universal web of life.  
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Emergence 

The inspiration for organizing Earth Week sprang from Joanna Macy’s work, the Work 

that Reconnects. I attended a workshop with Macy in December 2007. During that brief time, 

two days, Macy took the group through the steps of her work. These basic steps—Gratitude, 

Despair Work, Seeing with New Eyes, and Going Forth—and the exercises that illuminate them, 

guide participants in reconnecting with their place in the natural world, as part of it rather than 

seemingly separate from it. Macy’s work is truly transformational. It affects participants 

emotionally, psychologically, spiritually, and physically. They find themselves, as I did, as part 

of the Great Turning, Macy’s term for the growing number of individuals, groups, and 

organizations shifting their core life perspective from the Industrial Growth Society we live in to 

a Life-sustaining Society. According to Macy, and anyone observant, the Great Turning is 

gaining momentum through choices made by individuals and groups (Macy and Brown 17). 

Macy cites “three areas or dimensions that are mutually reinforcing. These are: 1) actions to 

slow the damage to Earth and its beings; 2) analysis of structural causes and creation of structural 

alternatives; and 3) a fundamental shift in worldview and values . . . . each of which is necessary 

to the creation of a sustainable civilization” (17). 

With so much work to do, it is natural to become overwhelmed when we recognize the 

damage already inflicted to the planet. During my Earth Literacy passage, I found myself 

suffering despair as the program materials, class after class, revealed just how severely the 

Industrial Growth Society had negatively transformed Earth. I had been taking steps individually 

and sometimes in small groups to mitigate what problems I could, but EL540 Healing Earth, 

made me aware that the shift to a Life-sustaining Society demanded much more commitment on  
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my part. However, my own despair was numbing, paralyzing me. It wasn’t until Macy’s 

workshop, a year after EL540 Healing Earth, that I realized just how paralyzed I felt, and most 

importantly, that this condition had to be addressed in order for me to be able to act in a way that 

could effect positive change. 

The exercises we did during the workshop, as simple as they seemed, freed me, allowing 

me to grieve safely among like-minded souls. The most powerful part of that weekend for me 

was the Despair Work. Macy had us stand in a large circle, about seventy of us, while she beat a 

drum slowly, marking the names of lost and endangered species as some participants announced 

them. It was this funeral ceremony that inspired me. My own interest in ceremony and ritual 

and my background in Reiki and other healing modalities resonated with the energy of this 

simple, yet powerful, ceremony. Suddenly, I felt able to release the grief that had once paralyzed 

me, and the idea to create a funeral ceremony for extinct and endangered species of my own and 

present it at VUJC was seeded. 

A good friend and activist colleague, Jeanne Melchior, also had attended Macy’s 

workshop. In our conversation during the days following the weekend, I shared my plan with 

her. Soon it had grown, evolving from my single presentation to a week’s worth of programs. 

We had the resources—a new building with a 

fine lecture hall equipped with the latest 

technology saved for use by anyone for just 

about anything. As we shared our workshop 

experiences and subsequent plans with others on 

campus, they offered to help. In January 2008, 

we asked the dean, Dr. Alan Johnson, for 

VUIJC Lecture Hall  
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permission to organize and produce Earth Week, and he readily agreed. I reserved the hall 

without knowing what actually would transpire. In retrospect, I see this was an act of boldness, 

which seems a necessary component of any form of activism. By stating our intention and by 

being open to help, we accept the universe as co-creator of what wants to emerge. As Brian 

Swimme reminds us, we are the universe becoming aware of itself. Once we are aware of our 

true relationship to the universe, we knowingly collaborate with the universe to create the future. 

“We are the creative, scintillating, searing, healing flame of the awesome and enchanting 

universe,” says Swimme (171). The next couple of months were a blur of organizing. I had 

never done anything quite like this, except for fun as a child when I would organize “shows” for 

other children, each of us taking turns to sing, dance, and otherwise entertain each other. 

The funeral ceremony continually evolved up until the very last moment before it was 

presented to an audience. It was only in the actual doing, in this case at rehearsals, that the final 

details were worked out. Meanwhile, Jeanne Melchior, English professor and president of local 

environmental organization Protect Our Woods, offered to show the documentary film The Story 

of Stuff with Annie Leonard and lead a discussion. Jan Stenftenagel suggested a presentation on 

green schools but that didn’t work out. She, however, saw to it that Earth Week was advertised 

in the local papers (Appendix A) and announced on the radio. She helped tremendously with 

technological issues and put the funeral on DVD (Appendix J) and You Tube. Moreover, she 

interviewed me and posted the podcast on the VUJC Web site (no longer available). 

By “chance” I met one of the Earth Mamas as she waited on tables at a restaurant I went 

to with friends in February. The dance troupe was unknown to me, but one of the people I was 

with knew our server, and she was open to performing with her group at Earth Week. Once the 

troupe became a possibility, many others vouched for their talents. In another chance encounter,  
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I met natural builder Chris Reinhart. He readily agreed to present a lecture he already had 

prepared. Melchior suggested Andy Mahler as a local activist speaker. Mahler was more than 

willing. She also had heard of Dave Cooper and his “Mountaintop Removal Road Show.” He 

keeps a busy schedule, visiting many universities and groups in many states, but he had an 

opening during Earth Week and was eager to come. 

One thing we didn’t think about was a bit of money to pay our growing group of 

speakers. My funeral, of course, was free to the university, as was Melchior’s presentation, but 

the others would be traveling and even though they offered their presentations freely, they also 

gratefully accepted donations. Just as I was realizing this, Christina Mauntel, VUJC’s Student 

Activities Coordinator approached me sometime in February. She had heard of the Earth Week 

plans, as two of her Student Ambassadors also worked for me as tutors in the Academic Support 

Center. Moreover, she was excited. She had at her disposal funds that could be spent for student 

events and offered $250 in honorariums, to be used at my discretion. 

From there, the Student Government Association (SGA) became involved, and I attended 

one of their meetings to describe the plans. I had had the idea to ask some local vendors to take 

part of the Earth Day event before the Earth Mamas performed. A couple of students 

volunteered to help organize that component. Later Mauntel offered to have the SGA host a 

reception, providing food and drinks, after the Earth Mamas’ performance. She also created the 

first advertisement in the SGA publication, Campus Commotion (Appendix B). This was 
  

published early in March, before the schedule had been completed, but it served to make students 

aware, however incomplete, that Earth Week was coming. 

By the end of March, the schedule of events was set. There were surprises from time to 

time, but they were mostly positive, and even what seemed like a potential catastrophe—a  
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change in one speaker’s circumstances—never manifested as such. Momentum was building, as 

VUIC’s Earth Week became an entity all its own. The event had become a community effort. I 

recognized and accepted that this was something waiting to be born. People wanted it to happen 

and looked forward to participating. My office became a busy place as students and staff came 

in to ask what was happening or to offer an idea. Next door to the lecture hall, it became a studio 

for the collages I created, a rehearsal hall for the funeral’s play, and a staging area for props. It 

later functioned as a dressing room for the Earth Mamas. Anyone who stopped by could see the 

developing advertisement poster, the funeral scripts, the costumes, the gong and other props. 

Having everything out on display was a good thing. It got others curious and helped spread the 

sveiiomiont 

By the beginning of April, event posters (Appendix C) were up all over campus, as well 

as around Jasper and in other local towns. Some students and I had spoken to local vendors and 

organizations about being part of our 

Earth Week at VUIC 

a 4 nm Earth Day display in the lobby. I was 

Be RN  ~— pn busy refining the script for the funeral and 

| | Eo Res — organizing actors and others to help. The 

Lecture To 

Altars of Extinction collages and a 

program were in the process of being 

created. When I needed a gong, a new 

acquaintance volunteered hers. Other 
Advertising Earth Week 

props had yet to be collected, and the 

actors each had rehearsed but had never rehearsed all together (and never did, as schedules 

wouldn’t allow), but by Friday, April 18, 2008, the completed collages hung in the lobby, and an  



Earth flag hung from a second-story 

banister, the first thing students and 

visitors would see as they entered the 

building. We had no idea what to expect 

from the event, but we figured the 

outcome couldn’t be any worse than 

previous environmental efforts on 

campus. At least we were enjoying 

ourselves. 
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Lobby Ready for Earth Week 
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Monday, April 21, 2008 

The Story of Stuff with Annie Leonard 

Earth Week began at noon on Monday, April 21, 2008, with a showing of the twenty- 

minute documentary The Story of Stuff with Annie Leonard, followed by a discussion led by 

Professor Jeanne Melchior. Lunch hours aren’t always good times for students, and Earth Week 

fell on the week before finals, so the pressure was on for students to study. However, about six 

people showed up. Many students had already seen this film, we knew, because several of us 

had been showing it in classes since we discovered it on the Internet. Not all in the audience 

were students, though. Even this small group included community members, which was hopeful. 

A teacher from a local high school was there on his lunch hour. He came to all but one event and 

later told me that he found much he could use in his own classroom. 

The Story of Stuff is a partially animated, fast-paced, entertaining look at the production, 

distribution, and disposal of the products we buy. Its host, Annie Leonard, is someone any of us 

could identify with, and students relate to her as sincere. The video addresses the hidden costs of 

products, the manipulation of advertising, the social injustice surrounding exported cheap foreign 

labor and resource extraction, as well as environmental costs. In twenty minutes, viewers learn a 

bit about topics Earth Literacy students study in EL530 Justice and the Earth. They learn about 

externalities—that everything we buy cheaply at big box stores costs us far more than we ever 

realized. They are introduced to the Industrial Growth Society and asked to question its validity 

as a model by which to live. The documentary also reveals just how developing countries 

become prey to our own consumption, and it does a good job of revealing the very basic web of  



Hanneman 16 

life Earth Literacy students study in the biology component of EL501 Concepts of Earth 

Literacy—everything is connected, there is only so much of any resource, there must be balance. 

Several professors brought their classes to presentations during Earth Week, but 

Professor Melchior had her students attend a presentation of their choice and then write an essay 

as an assignment. After the semester was over, she gave me their essays, and I will share parts of 

what students wrote about each event. As Earth Week’s main objective was to raise awareness 

in VUJC students, the best possible feedback is to be found in students’ own words. Any errors 

in the writing will be left as is. Ashley E. Miller wrote her essay about The Story of Stuff. In it 

she says: 

After viewing the Story of Stuff by Annie Leonard my eyes were opened . . . . 

The scariest information brought about by Annie is that the most toxic product 

being consumed by humans is human breast milk. This information is especially 

troubling to me because I am going to have a baby soon and I plan to breast feed, 

so I am going to be harming my baby by trying to do what is best for it. ... It is 

upsetting to know that I am allowing toxic chemicals into the environment just by 

purchasing something I think I need . . . . It greatly troubles me to see that by 

purchasing items I do not need I am contribution to the declining health of the 

world’s habitat. After watching this video I am motivated to do what I can to 

make this world a better place to live in not only for myself but for my children. I 

plan to try some of the ways Annie talks about to help decrease the rate toxins are 

being let into the atmosphere. I hope that more people become aware of this video 

so a greater change can take place for the better of the planet. (1-3)  
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A Funeral for the Sixth Great Extinction: 

A Ceremony to Mourn Extinct and Endangered Species 

Monday evening came quickly on the heels of Monday noon. In the morning, I had 

prepared the stage with a few props, setting out chairs in a semi-circle before a small table 

topped by a white candle, matches, and a candlesnuffer. The gong sat next to an end chair. In 

between serving students who needed something and the general duties of the day, I tried to 

work out how to play a single song on the complex sound system, finally getting it right. 

Professional tutor Maryla Scarpa knew some musicians with sound equipment, and since our 

system only allowed one microphone’s use and we needed six, she had arranged for the loan of 

another portable system and microphones. The musicians showed up in the afternoon to set it 

up. On and off different actors rehearsed on stage until all sounded right. We were ready to go. 

A few people showed up early enough to view the Altars of Extinction collages before 

the performance, but these were displayed all week so anyone could see them at any time. The 

idea for the collages was adapted from an article by Mary E. Gomes, ecopsychologist, called 

“Sacred Science: A Visit to Altars of Extinction.” Gomes has built her work upon Joanna 

Macy’s ideas, and in her article, she describes “artistic and ritual” memorials to extinct species 

made as altars, places where people can gather to contemplate the deaths of species gone extinct 

at human hands (15). She says: 

The altars include written descriptions about the species’ habitat, behavior, and 

path to extinction. The exhibits provide areas to leave offerings, such as flowers, 

poems, or candles, and places for people to sit quietly with their responses to the 

altars. They also serve as settings for educational events, storytelling, rituals and  
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ceremonies that invite participants to honor the vanished species and collectively 

grieve their loss. (15) 

I knew that our students, staff, and any community audience would know little about 

species loss, so my altars were created with easily digested bits of information about endangered 

species people knew, like lions and tigers and bears. This information, gathered from the 

Species Alliance Web site, relates 

facts about dropping numbers and how 

long a species might have to exist 

should things not change (“Facts™). 1 

also used Joanna Macy’s poem 
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“3 West,” and “4 North,” numbered so 

viewers would know where to begin. 
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Cmte Sou foam boards for added presence. 

Each collage has photos of 

East Collage endangered species, echoing some of 

those named in the poem, but as one travels from east to north, the photos become fewer.  
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Symbols—Iabyrinths—and more abstract, visionary art, paintings done by Susan Seddon Boulet 

(from old calendars), take the place of photos. Boulet merges humans and animals in her 

paintings, and I wanted viewers to be drawn into feeling that we are merged with the rest of the 

world. There is no separation. The final collage, “4 North,” uses part of a painting showing 

overlapping women—an elder, and a mother nursing an infant—merged with animals. Here the 

message is that the future is at stake for us, as well as for all the animals and other life forms on 

the planet. This collage also has an 

image of a brightly lit candle with a 

line from a Rumi poem, “If someone 

asks what there is to do, light the 

candle in their hand” (also from an 

old calendar). The message, of 

course, is that the information should 

be passed on. 

I knew I couldn’t put flowers 

or other items on the floor of the 

lobby, but I wanted natural items as 

part of each collage. Dried flowers, 

shells, wood, stones, feathers, 

sweetgrass, beads, and other items 

found their way onto each collage, 

representing the four elements—air, 

earth, water, and fire. Then the collages  
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were hung at the four directions, 

calling attention to the fact that 

species loss is all around us. 

Moreover, as Gomes says, “One of 

the main goals of Altars of 

Extinction is to support communities 

in moving past the denial that arises 

when contemplating extinction . . . . 

This denial is best overcome, we 

believe, in a community brought 

] together through the depth, beauty, 

and resonance of art and ritual” (15). 

My aim was to introduce viewers to 

species loss through the arts and 

TTI, he ritual—the collages, the 

West Collage documentary film Call to Life: 

Facing the Mass Extinction, and a ceremony that included a play that uses some repetition of the 

facts presented in the collages and the film, as well as repetition of certain words and sentences 

similar to a Greek tragedy’s chorus. 

At 6:30 p.m., background music filled the open lecture hall. The music was Native 

American-inspired, Spirits of the Wild, a CD that mixes flutes, drums, rattles, and other   

instruments with animal cries and calls, as well as some Native American chanting. By 7:00  
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p.m., about twenty-five people had arrived and we began. I wanted to create a serious and 

ceremonial atmosphere. My opening comments follow: 
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North Collage 

Welcome to Earth Week. I’m Carol Hanneman, Director of the Academic 

Support Center, and on behalf of the faculty, staff, and students, I welcome you to 

Vincennes University Jasper Campus.  



Hanneman 22 

We are happy you have joined us tonight. I hope you had an opportunity to look 

at the collages in the lobby, as they are part of tonight’s program. If not, perhaps 

you can see them afterwards. 

Tonight we gather to educate ourselves about species loss. We also come 

together in ceremony to acknowledge and honor the passing of other life forms 

from all over our planet. We honor the finned and the furred, the feathered and 

the scaled, the four-legged, the winged-ones, the burrowers, the hoppers, the 

climbers and the creepy-crawlies. We also honor disappearing plants—the 

grasses, trees, fruits, and grains that are endangered. Tonight our focus is on 

living organisms, but we could also easily mourn the passing of other things— 

glaciers, mountaintops, clean water and air, wetlands, rainforests. 

Because we come together for an important and serious purpose, I invite you to 

join me as I read the protocol used by the Iroquois Six Nations peoples when they 

met to discuss important matters. By following this protocol, we clear our 

preconceived notions. It allows us to enter into ceremony with open minds and 

open hearts. It allows us to see with clear vision, not only what is now, but what 

we might imagine for the future. 

When the protocol is over, I will show a short film entitled Call of Life: Facing 

the Mass Extinction. When that ends, the ceremony will begin. Join me now as I  
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read the protocol. Please stand. You may make the gestures physically or 

mentally. [Protocol follows (Appendix E)] Thank you. You may be seated. 

My comments, brief as they were, had a serious tone and the audience responded in kind, 

although a couple of young students in the back giggled a bit at first in awkward response to the 

unexpected ritualistic atmosphere, but even they were soon drawn in. The film, a ten-minute 

version of a major production still in progress, Call of Life: Facing the Mass Extinction, does a 
  

superb job of making audiences realize what is happening on the planet and our part in species 

loss, as well as consequences. For my purpose, it reinforced the collages and made clear the 

problem. It also was another way to present the same basic information the audience would 

receive three times during the evening, yet it is brief enough, as were all three components, to 

hold everyone’s attention and interest. 

Once the film ended, the stage lights came up and Rory Block’s moving and powerful 

rendition of “The Last Leviathan,” a song written by Andy Barnes and used with Block’s 

permission (Appendix F), came through the house speakers. About halfway through the song, 

the Mourners slowly marched from where they had been waiting outside one of the back doors, 

wearing all black with black net veils. As they made their way on stage, I joined them, now also 

wearing a veil. We stood while our elder, Jeanne Melchior, lit the candle. When the song ended, 

we sat, beginning our reading of the script. The play lasts about ten to twelve minutes and 

repeats much of what the audience has been exposed to already. The script (see Appendix G) 

quotes the Union of Concerned Scientists’ “Warning to Humanity,” E. O. Wilson, and others. 

Striking the gong ceremoniously precedes each major point made. After the last chorus,  
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Mourner Melchior snuffed out the candle and the play ended. The program for the event 

(Appendix H) included references so the audience would have a convenient way to learn more. 

Four students wrote essays about attending the funeral. One, Josh Smith, writes about 

feeling awe for the Peregrine falcon, an endangered species he particularly admires (1). Of the 

ceremony itself, he says: 

The funeral ceremony gave a saddening atmosphere to the room. Facts were 

given on the number of animals and species that are extinct and are going extinct. 

For effect, a gong was struck every time an important or reality crashing 

statement was made. This made the audience feel more inclined to listen more 

intently to the facts being given. If they were not paying close attention, they 

found themselves being pulled back to the ceremony by the sound of the gong. 1 

found it very dramatic and interesting to watch and partake in . . . . and I found it 

quite enlightening and stimulating. (2) 

In her essay, another student, Angela Davis, says, “There are about ten million species on 

the earth and we are about to wipe out half of that. That is a scary topic to think about. Billions 

of people could die without biodiversity. Every animal is important to us. People shut out 

extinction. It is too deep of a topic for most people to think about” (1). Student Jessica Krieg 

says: 

The time has come for us to step up and face the devastation that is affecting our 

world. While we all know that certain animals have gone and are continuing to 

go extinct I do not believe we realize just how large these numbers are . . . . When 

a species is lost our world’s balance is disrupted in many ways. . . . I know that I 

am only one person and I can not change the world but I can not ignore it either.  
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Over the last couple of days I have really considered the things that I can do and 

hope that my small advances will make at least a small dent in this huge 

destruction that I have helped create. (1-2) 

After the funeral ended, the audience entered into conversation and stayed for quite a 

while. A colleague in the audience was highly complimentary and urged me to repeat the funeral 

performance next year at another Earth Day event. A former student of mine approached me, 

weeping, asking what she could do. After a hug, I directed her to the resources on the program, 

which I had already done in my closing remarks, as well as to a table in the lobby that held 

various handouts on ways to live in balance with the planet. It had been a stimulating evening, 

and Earth Week was off to a good start. 
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Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Earth Day Fair 

Tuesday was Earth Day. We wanted this day to be celebratory, especially after the 

heaviness of Monday’s topics. By 5:15 

p.m., the booth presenters were arriving to 

set up in the lobby for the fair. Two local 

women, both artists and one a teacher at a 

local high school, are building a straw bale 

house near Jasper. They had created a 

beautiful display, including a trifold poster, 

Straw Bale House Display 

photo albums, and books. Two Jasper 

businesses were represented. One, a chocolate 

shop, sold Endangered Species chocolate bars 

and gave out information with the candy. The 

other business was a local organic grocery 

store. The owners had dropped off a basket of 

samples, along with their ad, which 

highlighted their produce, meat, and dairy Earth Day Fair in Full Swing 

products from local organic farmers. 

Protect Our Woods, a local grass roots environmental organization and another group that 

works to plant and care for trees in the county were also there. They had brought t-shirts to sell  
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and had information about tree topping, a common Dubois County practice, as well as pamphlets 

about factory farming. Confined animal 

feeding operations (CAFOs) are common in 

the area, and as mentioned earlier, some 

students either are from families who run 

them or work at them. This information, 

along with the outgoing women who came 

to staff the booth, made for some lively 

conversations in the lobby. The table of 

Tree Topping Information 
free literature was full now, between what 

had just been brought in and what we had prepared. 

Quite a few students and community members meandered about the lobby, visiting the 

tables. The place was more crowded than I have ever seen it. Although I was busy getting the 

lecture hall ready, helping the Earth Mamas prepare for their performance, and deciding where to 

put the food and drinks, I learned what students had gleaned from their essays. One student, 

Misty Begle, wrote about what she learned at the fair about tree topping, Protect Our Woods, and 

straw bale houses. She says of tree topping: 

Going to the Earth Day presentation, I saw many people who believe in 

something and wanting to make a difference . . . . I learned a lot from going to the 

presentation. I did not think that I would like going because I am not a tree huger 

or anything but I learned a lot. I think the one thing that stood out the most to me 

was the tree topping. I never really thought about it. I just thought that is what 

you were supposed to do. (2-3)  
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Another student, Aaron Slye, wrote his essay about factory farming. He was drawn to 

this information most and says, “Some of the details about the food production can be very 

shocking to daily consumers. That is why the factory farms try their hardest to cover up the 

harsh reality of their gross practices” (1). He goes on to give some details and says that the 

quality of his food is important to him and should be to all of us. He writes: 

To put an end to factory farms we should all know the effects they have on our 

lives. There are things we can do to get back on the right track. Buying food 

from family farmers is a great place to start. They not only sell healthy non- 

modified foods, but they also respect and nurture the land that they farm. They 

aren’t jeopardizing animals’ lives like the factory farms do. Another way of 

dealing with the industrial food crisis is to plant and grow food at your own 

house. This is a cheap and healthy way of obtaining food that is not harming the 

environment. The thing that I think is the best way to stop the crisis is to inform 

people about it. I think if everyone knew the risks of factory farming then it 

would be a lot easier to stop them. Earth is something that everyone takes for 

granted. I am glad that I can be a part of making our planet better. (2) 

Of the five students who wrote about this part of Earth Week, four said that they were 

fascinated by the straw bale house display. Miranda Denu writes, “I looked through the photo 

books and saw how the houses were built. When I got home, I looked up more about this topic 

on the Internet. There are so many natural, Earth made materials, that a house could be built out 

of” (2-3).  
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The Earth Mamas 

Suddenly, it was 7:00 p.m. and the lecture hall, which seats about ninety, was three- 

quarters full. The audience was quite a mix. There were small children, their parents, and older 

folks, including a friend’s mother who was just days from her ninetieth birthday. Many students 

came to see the Earth Mamas perform as well. I had purchased several Endangered Species 

chocolate bars to give away in a drawing after the show, so as I welcomed people, they signed up 

for a chance at winning one. The Mamas warmed up on stage and tested the sound and lights. 

The atmosphere was the opposite of the night before—festive and colorful. The large white 

board soon had varied-color Earth Day messages and Earth Mamas’ creations all over it. It was 

wonderful. The troupe had no sound technician, so I volunteered to perform that duty, 

sacrificing my view of the performance, but that was all right. 

Once again, I welcomed everyone to VUJC. I wished everyone a happy Earth Day, 

introduced the troupe, adjusted the lights and then ran back to the sound room. The Earth 

Mamas alternate chanting with some drumming (on the floor with hands in this case) and dance. 

They began with a chant and a friend of mine later told me the children in the audience were 

following along, slapping on the tables in the hall, trying to sing the repeating words. The group 

is a part time grass roots dance company, most with full time jobs and some with children, but 

what they put together is amazing. Through dance and song, they touch on all sorts of ideas, 

including love of Earth, Earth as Source, Industrial Growth Society criticism, community values, 

and social justice issues. Their costumes and few props, their choice of music, and especially 

their vibrant energy made this an evening to remember. Most accomplished, they were well 

received by everyone.  
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When they finished their forty-five minute show, the audience applauded heartily. 

Children ran around trying to imitate them, and everyone broke into conversation, but not before 

we drew the winning names and I thanked everyone for being there. Afterwards, everyone 

enjoyed food and drinks and quite a few approached the Mamas for autographs as they sat on the 

stage steps greeting their new fans. Several of the same students and community members had 

returned from Monday’s presentations. People stayed a long time, and many floated back into 

the lobby for another pass (or a first pass) at the displays before they left. Several colleagues 

mentioned that they thought the Earth Mamas would be wonderful to have again next year. 

The Earth Mamas Dance Company Performs 

Several students wrote about seeing the dance company. Kristen Dickson says: 

The women were very touching in the dances showing the different lives of many 

people around the world. One dance in particular was when she was giving birth 

to the baby. The women passed the baby around to be admired then they were 

back to work. I felt their was a message to us saying it’s about a life not a shower  
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full of gifts it’s celebrated the gift of life . . . . The women send a strong message 

with their dancing and singing they were very interesting to watch. It is amazing 

how just a little song and dance can change someone’s thoughts. The song in the 

beginning is what really caught my attention. I think it sends a powerful message. 

I have been on their web site more than a few times to hear the song and to play it 

to others. (1-2) 

Another student, Tanya Pfaff, writes: 

The Earth Mamas’ performance was quite different from what I had in mind. I 

thought there would be huge, decorated props: trees, rivers, extinct animals, etc. 

I was also looking for fancy, matching outfits. When I arrived at seven o’clock, I 

was met with something very different. Each Earth Mama had a slightly different 

attire. Maybe that represented how each individual can do something different. 

We do not all have to become vegetarian, buy organic food, or join a dance group. 

On the other hand, we can all pitch in and encourage our family and friends to do 

the same. (1) 

Beth Otto says in her essay, “I had never attended anything like this before. As people 

were talking in the auditorium, I could feel the excitement begin” (1). She goes on to say of the 

Earth Mamas: 

They danced like no one was watching. It was an uninhibited dance . . . . It made 

you feel like a cool Spring morning, crisp and refreshed . . . . I desperately wanted 

to join in. . . . The movement that was most compelling to me was the dance of 

birth. The women displayed, through their performance, the beauty of birth. It 

was a quiet scene, yet the music still played. After the birth, the dance did not  
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end. Birth does not end after the delivery. The delivery begins a new life with, 

the first scene being the birth. The “Earth Mamas” portrayed the concept that it 

takes more than one person to raise a child. All the dancers, as like everyone in a 

community, should be involved in raising a child. The dance was a physical 

representation of the saying, “it takes a village to raise a child.” On this night, I 

experienced being part of that village. (1-2) 
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Wednesday, April 23, 2008 

“Sculpting Homes from Earth and Filling Them with Soul” 

For whatever reason, Chris Reinhart’s presentation, “Sculpting Homes from Earth and 

Filling Them with Soul,” on Wednesday evening drew the largest crowd. A couple of professors 

brought their classes, so there were quite a few students, but there were also a number of people 

from the community and some VUIC staff, including the dean and his wife, both of whom 

attended almost every event. Reinhart, a natural builder, educator, and published author, hails 

from Bloomington where he owns some 

partially wooded acreage along Baby Creek, 

near the border of Monroe and Brown 

Counties. An architectural design student, 

he is quite knowledgeable about not only 

natural building, but also about conventional 

construction and building laws. He brought 

along some flyers, advertising a class and a 

workshop this summer at his place. These Natural Builder Chris Reinhart 

we added to the literature on the table just outside the lecture hall’s main door. 

Reinhart’s presentation began with a brief history—starting with ancient history—of cob 

and other natural building materials and methods. He stressed that both sexes and all ages were 

equally able to use these methods, and in fact, he had learned from men and women both. He 

also stressed the community facet of natural building, a process best accomplished in groups.  
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His photos were excellent and depicted a wide range of buildings and other structures, such as 

walls and an outdoor cob oven. 

Another important idea he highlighted, besides the fact that there are many natural and 

environmentally sound, energy-efficient ways to build homes, was place. Reinhart repeatedly 

stressed that in the worldview of 

the natural builder, a sense of 

place is everything. He said that 

he spent a year observing his 

land. He had several photos from 

that year, showing snowmelt 

patterns, the sun’s passage, and 

water drainage. It is critical to 

truly know the place one intends 

Reinhart’s Natural House in Progress to build upon, and this can only 

be accomplished with careful observation and time. Then, through photos and commentary, 

Reinhart took the audience through his building projects, first a shed, then his house, which is 

still in progress (photo courtesy of Chris Reinhart). He included everything—the foundation, the 

materials, the electrical work, the plumbing, the heating, and the mistakes. The audience 

appreciated his humor more than once. 

Afterward, there were many questions. Even a young child asked a question, testimony 

to Reinhart’s easy presence. The previous Friday’s earthquake sparked questions, too, about the 

durability of such homes. Reinhart was able to answer every question knowledgably, including 

those practicalities having to do with insurance and resale value. This was the most group  
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participation we had during Earth Week and the evening’s discussion lasted quite a while. 

Discussion continued in eight students’ papers. Jezaret Hall said of Reinhart, “He deliberately 

caught my attention when he said, ‘watching an idea form into physical reality is amazing,” and 

999 ‘natural building is empowering’” (1). Hall goes on to say that he is interested in building his 

own cob home and did research after the presentation (2). He concludes: 

In conclusion, I am proud to say that I have participated in an Earth Day event. I 

learned a lot through Chris’s presentation, and I hope I can someday use what I 

learned for myself or tell others what I have learned. There are several advantages 

as well as disadvantages of building a cob home, but the advantages definitely 

overcome the disadvantages which I supported from Chris Reinhart, and research 

I conducted. Building a cob house is fun, exciting, thrilling, adventurous, 

different, fulfilling, easy, and something anyone can do. (4) 

Jay Rogers notes that Reinhart is “a man with awareness of the environment, and the 

know-how to make sure that his home didn’t contribute to the problem any more than what is 

necessary” (2). Erin Hochgesang’s paper notes something else Reinhart brought out in his 

presentation: “Reinhart believes that paying attention to how you feel in different environments 

is important. ‘When we were children, it was easy to get lost in magic and in nature. I want to 

incorporate that idea in my home. Live where you love being’” (2). Just as he had promised in 

his title, Reinhart touched upon the spiritual as well as the physical in his presentation. 

Rebekah Osborn concludes her essay with these words: 

As I was listening to Mr. Reinhart speak, I found myself becoming more and 

more interested in the subject. Taking such ordinary materials and designing 

extraordinary creations was a concept that kept me enthralled throughout the  
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presentation. Although building a home out of cob may be a tad ambitious for my 

abysmal construction skills, the formation of an earthen oven or wall may well be 

in my future. (3) 

In their essays, both Seth Stout (2) and Crystal Lehmkuhler spent considerable time 

discussing the sense of community and teamwork involved in natural building. Lehmkuhler 

says: 

The one thing that really stood out to me when watching the slides of the building 

of cob homes was the teamwork. Reinhart mentioned the word “community” 

several times and watching the process, one could really see how it brought 

people together to work as a team and they looked as though they were having fun 

doing it as well. He also pointed out the diversity of the people involved in the 

building of the cob buildings. Women, men, and children all contributed. (1-2) 

Those faculty involved in organizing Earth Week had invited our students to bring their 

children and other family members, as well as friends and neighbors, along to presentations. 

Lehmkuhler mentions in her paper, “Reinhart made me feel as though I could build a cob house 

on my own. My daughters, who are 7 and 8 years old, obviously felt the same way because as 

we were leaving they asked if they could make a cob playhouse” (3). Other students’ papers 

repeated similar observations as those already mentioned. It was obvious that Reinhart’s 

enthusiasm had been contagious, and it seems fair to say that attendees left that evening with 

their imaginations sparked. Among other things, we all understood the importance of a sense of 

place and how natural buildings both come out of and fit into their environment.  
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Thursday, April 24, 2008 

“The Mountaintop Removal Road Show” 

Dave Cooper arrived almost an hour early on Thursday morning. I did not discover his 

presence until he had all of his materials set up on a table that he had moved into the rear of the 

lecture hall from the lobby area. From his numerous plastic tubs, he had pulled elaborate 

displays, plenty of pamphlets, posters, buttons, and bumper stickers for sale by donation, as well 

as CDs and DVDs having to do with mountaintop removal and the music and people of 

Appalachia. Besides all of this, he had also brought along his own sound system and a slide 

show, which was the heart of his presentation. Cooper hails from Lexington, Kentucky, and has 

been taking this show on the road for quite a few years in an attempt to bring to as many people’s 

attention as he possibly can the devastation of coal mining by mountaintop removal. 

Indiana is one of the biggest burners of coal in the country, according to both Cooper and 

John Blair. Blair, president of Valley Watch, a local watchdog environmental organization in 

Evansville, Indiana, was trained by Al Gore to present a local version of Gore’s now famous 

film, An Inconvenient Truth, throughout Indiana. I have seen his presentation, “Indiana’s 

Inconvenient Truth,” twice and remember that one of the largest coal-fired power plants in the 

world is just northwest of Jasper. But size isn’t everything. Indiana also has a number of coal- 

fired power plants, and one of the largest companies, Duke Energy, has plans for another plant in 

the same basic area. Coal is everywhere in Indiana, and VUJC’s students are well aware of strip 

mining, which is the most used mining practice in southern Indiana. Just about everyone in the 

area has seen huge piles of coal at power plants and barges laden with it traveling along the Ohio 

River. Moreover, there had been an accident recently in a deep mine in nearby western Indiana,  
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in which three men were killed. This incident had spurred VU’s new mine safety program. 

Valley Watch and other environmental organizations have been fighting Duke Energy’s plans for 

another coal-fired power plant, but a friend told me that when he had attended a public hearing 

about it, VU’s president was there, welcoming the industry and new jobs. However, even though 

coal mining was in the consciousness of all attending Cooper’s presentation, no one was 

prepared for this version of coal mining. 

At noon, the hall was about one-third full. Most attendees were students for this daytime 

presentation, but there were a few people from the community, as well as some faculty and staff. 

Jeanne Melchior took over the 

introductions for Thursday’s speakers 

(and took Cooper out for lunch afterward, 

as I had class). Cooper, a mechanical 

engineer, told the audience that he had 

formerly worked in a Post-it Note factory, 

in a well-paid job. Hearing about 

mountaintop removal literally changed 

Jeanne Melchior Introduces Dave Cooper his life. He quit his job, simplified his 

life, developed a presentation to educate as many as he could about this destructive practice, and 

took to the road. 

As he spoke, he added illustrations to the now colorful white board, quoting the number 

of tons of explosives used to blast off mountaintops. He introduced terms like “overburden,” 

“valley fill,” and “sludge” to the audience, and generally prepared us for what we would see in 

his slide show. The slide show was accompanied by interviews of residents of affected  
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Appalachian mountain towns and contemporary music with lyrics about coal mining, as well as 

commentary by Cooper. Slide after slide 

showed the flattened mountains, sludge 

ponds, and formerly pristine but now 

filthy mountain streams. Once again, 

Earth Literacy themes of place, eco- 

justice, and sustainability were discussed 

at VUJC during Earth Week. 

Cooper’s audience had many 

questions, including, “What can we do?” Dave Gooner 

He advised us to urge our U.S. Congressman, Baron Hill, to support HR 2169, the bill that 

would overturn the Bush administration’s allowance of valley fill dumping into streams, making 

this practice a violation of The Clean Water Protection Act of 1977. By the time Cooper’s 

presentation was over, the white board had Web sites, drawings, and terms mixed in with the 

Earth Mamas’ graffiti. Again, the mood had turned sober. 

Twenty students wrote about Cooper’s mountaintop removal presentation. Allison 

Braun, speaking for just about everyone, says in her essay, “As I walked into the lecture hall for 

the presentation about mountain top removal, I was completely ignorant about the topic” (1). By 

the end of her essay, however, she has discussed the intricacies of this industrial mining practice 

and how it relates to global warming, acid rain, unemployment, health issues, unsafe water, 

flooding, forest loss, and more. She ends: 

In conclusion, mountain top removal not only effects those who live around it. 

We are all being harmed by the process of burning coal. The devastation of  
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mountaintop removal is very real and effects the planet as well as humans. We 

can all make simple changes in our everyday lives to conserve electricity. Turn 

off the lights. Hang clothes out on the line instead of using the dryer. Unplug all 

electrical appliances when not in use. If we all pull together, maybe some of the 

remaining mountains can be saved! (3) 

Justin Quinn writes about having visited West Virginia on his motorcycle and seeing 

mountaintop removal but not realizing what it was until he attended Cooper’s presentation (1). 

His essay expresses outrage that the media doesn’t report when a dam holding back a sludge 

pond breaks and people are killed. He says: 

What can be done? We need to get this out. We need to demand the media 

shows the destruction. If another dam busts, the entire media needs to cover it 

like they did the destruction of Katrina. Mountaintop removal needs to be shown 

to the world so everyone can see what is happening. (2-3) 

Every student’s essay expresses sorrow and outrage, and Cooper’s passion ignited similar 

sparks in VUJC’s students. Each left armed with knowledge and a clear understanding of how 

something they don’t see happening still harms them. 
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“How to Save the Earth, Find Hidden Sources of Power, and Lose Weight” 

In some southern Indiana circles, Andy Mahler is well known. His name is associated 

with the very beginnings of environmental activism in the area. He co-founded Protect Our 

Woods and Heartwood, a Midwest forest preservation and protection organization. He has run 

for County Commissioner in Orange County. On the board of Bloomingfoods, a well- 

established food coop in Bloomington, Indiana, he and others spearheaded the building of a 

beautiful new food coop in Paoli, which is Mahler’s home. He also helped establish farmers’ 

markets in Orleans and Paoli, and the Orleans market has grown to include over eighty vendors, 

music, morning yoga, and more. Besides all this, Mahler runs The Lazy Black Bear, a retreat 

center at his home, which borders the Hoosier National Forest. He hosts many groups there, 

including large Heartwood gatherings and permaculture classes for Indiana University. 

Attendees can camp on his property, enjoy food from his huge garden, use composting toilets, 

and eat under reclaimed tarps covering an outdoor deck. 

Yet, VUJC students wouldn’t necessarily know about Mahler, as most travel in different 

circles. His Thursday evening presentation, “How to Save the Earth, Find Hidden Sources of 

Power, and Lose Weight,” nevertheless drew about twenty people, perhaps half of them students. 

A seasoned and accomplished speaker, Mahler brought with him plenty of literature. He filled 

the table in the rear of the lecture hall with Lost River Coop and Deli brochures and circulars, 

Heartwood newsletters, and other materials people could take along and read later. He even 

toted in his guitar for a possible song. 

At 7:00 p.m., Jeanne Melchior, a long-time friend of Mahler, introduced him to the 

audience. Mahler had no notes, no slide show, no PowerPoint, no video, and no microphone. 

The lights stayed on and after a quick addition to the whiteboard, he began his talk, which came  
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directly from his heart. His easy smile and passion drew listeners in and everyone sat rapt as 

Mahler spoke for over an hour. He told us his own story—a story of pursuing his passion and 

purpose. In his case, his purpose, he had long ago discovered, was environmental activism. 

Mahler’s words also conveyed his philosophy of life. Although those of us involved in 

organizing and producing Earth Week were tired by our fourth late night in a row, even we felt 

energized and refreshed as we listened. Students felt the same way. Heart to heart, Mahler 

related to everyone, no matter the age or 

circumstances. He didn’t necessarily 

encourage people to become activists, as 

he had done—this had been a personal 

path—but to do whatever they needed to 

do with the same passion, sense of 

purpose, and recognition that each of us 

could do something. 

Mahler (facing) with Supporter He didn’t badger, he didn’t force, 

and he didn’t accuse. Instead, Andy Mahler inspired. In his essay, student Jacob King puts it 

this way: 

Andy Mahler is a very admirable person. I am impressed with his drive and 

relentless nature for saving the forests. He is an environmentalist, a self- 

proclaimed “tree hugger”, and co-founder of a forest protection network named 

“Heartwood”. He has over 20 years experience in non-profit and community 

service organizations. As Andy began to talk about his travels and experience, I 

began to realize how important it is to stand up for what you believe in. One  
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person really can make a difference. Andy certainly is proof of that . . . . The 

world has to have organizations like “Heartwood” to survive. I believe that Andy 

is a role model for anyone who cares about the future of the world. In his words, 

“The earth doesn’t need to be saved, however the peoples attitude towards it 

does.” (1-2) 

Monica Johnson comments about Mahler’s philosophical side when she writes, “I believe 

that Andy’s presentation was not only about challenging his audience to be more 

environmentally helpful, but that he was trying to challenge his audience to seek a purpose in life 

that is meaningful” (1). She goes on to say: 

Andy Mahler’s presentation definitely captured my attention; his stories were 

interesting and they inspired me to think about what I can do to live a more 

purpose filled life. I appreciate his points on helping the environment; anyone can 

make big changes in environmental issues, and everyone should step away from 

their busy lives and find a sacred place. For us specifically, this sacred place 

could be found in the forests of Southern Indiana. (2) 

Another student, Sarah Wilson, writes: 

Mahler’s philosophy of life is beautiful, and it is amazing to see that it all came 

from becoming involved in environmental issues. I think one of the best things he 

mentions is that we need to take a couple of hours and just sit down in nature. He 

says we need to get away from the noise because the forest contains both the 

questions and the answers if we only stop and listen we might just find the answer 

in the beauty of it all . . . . He also mentions the three sources of power and the 

three ways to plug into life. The three sources of power include one, finding a  
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good partner you’re comfortable with, two, finding a place the feels like home 

that you can commit to, and three, find something that gives your life meaning. 

Three ways to plug into life include one, stop the harms being done, two, find 

something that will be beneficial to everyone, and three, seek a deeper 

understanding of the universe . . . . This speech provided me with so much insight 

into the value of community and earth that I had never thought of. After Mahler’s 

speech, I can say that his speech has given me an incentive to help my community 

and my earth in anyway possible. (3) 

Kacie Fleck says, “The knowledge that I have gained from this presentation could never 

possibly be measured. Both emotionally and intellectually I was touched by the words of Andy 

Mahler, and will never forget the important things that he taught me” (1). In her essay, Fleck 

goes on to mourn the loss of special woods she loved as a child and wishes that her children 

could know the place as she once did. She also mentions: 

I began to realize that maybe I was living my life for all the wrong reasons, and 

trying to be somebody I’m not. Andy made me look at the core person that I was 

even though I didn’t really want to. I don’t believe I will ever be able to thank 

him enough for that. He taught me that being of service to others is where I am 

truly going to get the most gratification in life. This was a wonderful experience. 

2) 

Fleck concludes her essay by writing about her passion for preserving the oceans, something she 

had just discovered writing a research paper that semester. 

Another student, Megan King, muses about her small hometown, Ferdinand, Indiana, 

after hearing Mahler. She says, “Maybe saving the world can start just fighting for your small  
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town. I know for certain that if someone tries to tear up my town, I’ll be there fighting for it” 

(3). Finally, student Tammy Schneider says: 

Mahler was trying to make us understand that we have the power and the sources 

to make a difference in the world we live in. We can get a lot more accomplished 

if we work together for a common cause. Any amount of time that a person 

contributes to any cause is a step closer to a solution. Mahler told us that there is 

“great power in love.” If we love our earth and the beauty that it brings, we 

should strive to protect it and keep the earth safe for our children and 

grandchildren to enjoy the way we do. (2) 

When Mahler finished speaking, 

there was much discussion. People seemed 

reluctant to end the evening. Even Mahler, 

after several people had finally left, 

remembered he had intended to play his 

guitar and sing a song he had written. So we 

sat back down and listened to “Get Over It,” 

a humorous take on meeting and overcoming 

Mahler Sings “Get Over It” obstacles. It had been another late night, but 

we were very much aware that this was the end of Earth Week. It had happened just as we had 

planned. It had been exciting and fun, and Mahler’s presentation was a perfect way to end the 

week, as he left us all feeling both inspired and empowered.  
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Conclusions 

Earth Week was a means to educate students, staff, and the general community associated 

with VUJC and the Jasper area, raising awareness of critical and current environmental issues. It 

was also a way to question the validity of the Industrial Growth Society and offer glimpses of a 

Life-affirming Society as a viable alternative, both in some presentations’ subject matter and in 

some methods used to present information. Ideally, higher education creates thinkers who 

question everything and are able to choose their behavior based on their own decisions. 

However, much higher education generally only serves what already is—the status quo—and 

prepares students to enter into roles within the industrial society by choosing to include only 

some information and avoiding or slanting information that would cause students to imagine 

anything else. Few students at VUJC, or staff for that matter, question the industrial paradigm, 

despite the fact that VU has a general education core curriculum and students could theoretically 

be exposed to alternate ways of looking at the world or be creatively inspired through art, music, 

literature, and science to imagine a new, more sustainable and healthy way of living. 

Despite pedagogical techniques such as writing across the curriculum, where students 

are encouraged to hone writing and critical thinking skills in every subject, connections between 

subjects are not usually made. Focusing on making these connections, an illustration of the web 

that connects us to all that is, would be just as or more valuable than anything, yet we go on 

teaching subjects as if they were separate entities and always from the anthropocentric point of 

view. Moreover, most teaching, especially at VUJC, has a left brain orientation, focusing on 

rational thought processes to the exclusion of presenting information by more right brain,  
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creative methods, or by encouraging intuitive responses by professors in the classroom based on 

what is happening at the moment or what wants to emerge. 

The particular students VUJC serves have survival as their focus. What time they do 

have is used to work, attend classes (usually too many at a time), and care for their young 

children. Many have never traveled out of the state. Even though they are too busy, financially 

strapped, and generally ignorant of environmental issues and current events, they are open to 

knowledge that is shown to connect to their lives and their children’s lives. This project, 

therefore, was meant to provide the opportunity for everyone associated with the Jasper Campus 

to attend a collection of varied events, each unique both in presentation and subject matter, for 

free. The hope was to raise awareness of critical issues facing humankind and Earth, as well as 

inspire attendees to both look at their lives differently and act in a more life-affirming, 

sustainable way in the future. 

According to Brian Swimme, we must realize our educational processes have to undergo 

change. We simply cannot keep the same paradigm. What form of education will enhance the 

life of our planet, then? It definitely will not stop at the level of the industrial society nor 

continue to focus only on humans. The new education will teach that all species have economies 

and ignorance of these economies disastrously affects human life and all life. It will teach that 

humans are a part of nature on Earth and part of the nature of the universe. In fact, the new, life- 

affirming education will teach that humanity has a universal role to play. We are here to allow 

the universe to reflect upon itself (“The Current Moment”). The new education will explore the 

mysteries by methods other than logical thought, and use art, music, ritual, and ceremony to 

convey information that touches the heart and soul. It will inspire—include spirit—and come 

from the heart, a word that is an anagram for the word Earth.  
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Joanna Macy, in the Work that Reconnects, reminds us that once we reconnect, we 

realize that we must go forth and act in the best interests of the whole. Earth Week, from this 

point of view, inspired students to become aware of their actions and to behave differently based 

on the knowledge they received. The fifty essays written by students about their Earth Week 

experiences were so positive. By their own admission, they learned much. Many mentioned 

specifically what they could do, and they intended to do whatever they could to make a 

sustainable world for themselves and their children. Some said that they already have done 

research on their own, and I have no doubt many have spoken with others of their experiences. 

In some sense, the event became a portal through which many passed and were able to glimpse a 

different way of being in relationship to the planet. 

Besides the subject matter of the various presentations, the project itself was a reflection 

of universal principles we learn in the Earth Literacy program. Most important, we can begin 

anywhere because everything is connected—part of the glorious web of life on Earth, as well as 

part of the expanding universe. However, beginning where we already are and know best—at 

the grass roots level—gives us the advantage of being sensitive to place. Another facet of place 

is our becoming aware of our true place as humans and of our part in the emergence of the 

universe. Knowing this place enables us to seek the universe’s guidance, asking the question: 

What wants to emerge? Dr. C. Otto Scharmer, a Senior Lecturer at the Massachusetts Institute 

of Technology and founding chair of Emerging Leaders for Innovation Across Sectors (ELIAS), 

describes a new paradigm for leadership called Theory U: 

Theory U addresses the core question: What is required in order to learn and act 

from the future as it emerges? How do we deepen our leading, learning, and 

acting from reacting and quick fixes to profound renewal and change? Renewal  
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and change require an identity shift and difficult inner work to overcome 

judgment, fear, and emotional separation. In order to access the deeper levels of 

learning and collective intelligence, leaders need a new social technology that 

activates and tunes three instruments: the open mind (IQ), the open heart 

(emotional intelligence), and the open will (spiritual intelligence). (35) 

According to Scharmer, “We live in an era of intense conflict and massive institutional 

failures, a time of painful endings and hopeful beginnings” (31). He says that “frontline 

practitioners,” including educators and many others, are called upon to lead in a new way, a way 

that recognizes that we must collaborate with the emerging future, that something new and life 

affirming wants to rise from the rubble of our dying social order and outmoded institutions. By 

learning this new form of leadership, by allowing it, we can midwife what wants to be born (31). 

The new leaders, Scharmer continues, are “advocates of individual and collective 

transformational change” who ask, “‘Isn’t there a way to break the patterns of the past and tune 

into our highest future possibility—and begin to operate from that place?’ This position tends to 

show up in a new spirituality that manifests in everyday work, practice, and life” (32). 

Scharmer says that “the current global situation yearns” for such a shift in leadership, 

which manifests in leaders’ ability and willingness to focus on a “blank-canvas perspective,” the 

future not yet emerged (32). This type of leadership requires a deep experience of presence, 

what Scharmer calls “I-in-now” (34). Achieving this presence, which we all can do, differs in 

+ outcomes from other forms of presence, which he names “I-in-me, I-in-it, and I-in-you” (34). 

Nurturing the “I-in-now” presence connects us to “a deeper source—to the source of who you 

really are and to a sense of why you are here—a connectedness that links you with a profound 

field of coming into being, with your emerging authentic Self” (34). He applies this to  



Hanneman 50 

leadership and says that leaders can connect to what new forms are waiting to emerge into being, 

and something new and authentic is always ready to emerge, as the universe is alive and 

unfolding. 

As a project, Earth Week was led by these means. It began as a blank canvas that 

emerged into a finished work. As the leader in this process, I was quite aware of its own 

emergence rather than by my direction or will. Even though it required many hours of personal 

work to bring Earth Week into its final form, I never felt as if its birth depended completely upon 

me. In fact, at some point, I could have stepped away entirely, and Earth Week would have 

happened without me, having emerged from the future, where it had been waiting all along. It 

evolved day by day, up until the last moments before it was presented, and it continues to have a 

life of its own. 

As a project outcome, the final Earth Week at VUJC program of events can serve as a 

model for any institution. Putting together an educational event such as this focuses on local 

talent and sensitivity to the intended audience. So many people enjoyed it and learned from it. I 

wish I had kept count of the number of expressions of gratitude I received during the week and 

long after, not for myself but as an affirmation that Earth Week was an authentic expression of 

an emerging future. Besides verbal expressions of gratitude, VUJC dean, Dr. Alan Johnson, 

wrote a complimentary email, acknowledging Earth Week’s success and thanking all the people 

involved in producing it (Appendix I). The campus wants to make it into an annual event, and as 

this Earth Week goes to compost, something new, wonderful, and authentic will emerge next 

year. Already the ideas are flowing from all corners and a formal budget is being put into place. 

Moreover, we at Jasper Campus are thinking about starting an ecology club because so many 

students showed themselves as open, interested, and even hungry to learn more.  



Hanneman 51 

Works Cited and Resources 

Begle, Misty. “Earth Day Activity.” Reading Techniques essay for Prof. J. Melchior. 

Vincennes University Jasper Campus, Jasper, IN. 30 Apr. 2008. 

Berry, Thomas. “From Evening Thoughts.” Reflections Spring 2007: Inside front cover. 

“Bigger Threat Than Global Warming: Mass Species Extinction.” The Daily Galaxy: 

News from Planet Earth & Beyond. 2 May 2007. 22 Feb. 2008 <http:// 

Dailygalaxy.com/my_ weblog/2007/05/biocid bigger t.html>. Originally 

<http://www.news.independent.co.uk/environment/article2494659.ece>. 

Blair, John. “Indiana’s Inconvenient Truth.” Lecture, The Climate Project. Cannelton 

Community Center, Cannelton, IN. 3 Apr. 2007. 

Block, Rory. “The Last Leviathan.” Andy Barnes. Tornado. Rounder/Umgd, 1996. 

Braun, Allison. “Devastation Caused by Mountaintop Removal.” English Composition II essay 

for Prof. J. Melchior. Vincennes Unversity Jasper Campus, Jasper, IN. 28 Apr. 2008. 

Call of Life: Facing the Mass Extinction. Dir. Monte Thompson. Narr. Peter Coyote. 

Documentary. 28 Mar. 2008 <http://www.speciesalliance.org/video.php>. 

Conner, Steve. “Up to Half of Ocean Species Lost to Overfishing.” Common Dreams. 2005. 

18 Mar. 2008 <http://www.commondreams.org/cgi-bin/print.cgi?file=/ 

headlines05/0729-05.htm>. 

Davis, Angela. “Extinction.” Reading Techniques essay for Prof. J. Melchior. Vincennes 

University Jasper Campus, Jasper, IN. 23 Apr. 2008. 

Denu, Miranda. “Earth Day Essay.” English Composition II essay for Prof. J. Melchior. 

Vincennes University Jasper Campus, Jasper, IN. 28 Apr. 2008. 

Dickson, Kristen. “Earth Mamas.” English Composition II essay for Prof. J. Melchior.  



Hanneman 52 

Vincennes University Jasper Campus, Jasper, IN. 28 Apr. 2008. 

“Earth Mamas Dance Company.” Earth Mamas Web site. 17 Mar. 2008 

<http://www.earthmamasdanceco.org/>. 

Eldredge, Niles. “The Sixth Extinction.” Action Science Web site. June 2001. 8 Jan. 

2008 <http://www.actionscience.org/newfrontiers/eldredge2.html>. 

“Facts.” Species Alliance Web site. 17 Mar. 2008 <http://www.speciesalliance.org/facts.php>. 

Fleck, Kacie. “No Excuses.” English Composition II essay for Prof. J. Melchior. Vincennes 

University Jasper Campus, Jasper, IN. 28 Apr. 2008. 

Gomes, Mary E. “Sacred Science: A Visit to Altars of Extinction.” EarthLight Spring 2005: 

14-17, 20. 

Hall, Jezaret. “Chris Reinhart’s Presentation of a Cob House.” English Composition II essay for 

Prof. J. Melchior. Vincennes University Jasper Campus, Jasper, IN. 28 Apr. 2008. 

Hochgesang, Erin. “Home is Where the Heart Is.” English Composition II essay for Prof. J. 

Melchior. Vincennes University Jasper Campus, Jasper, IN. 28 Apr. 2008. 

Johnson, Alan D. “Earth Week was a success.” Email to Vincennes University Jasper Campus. 

25 Apr. 2008. 

Johnson, Monica. “To Strive for a Purpose Filled Life.” English Composition II essay for Prof. 

J. Melchior. Vincennes University Jasper Campus, Jasper, IN. 1 May 2008. 

Kanner, Allen D. and Mary E. Gomes. “The All-consuming Self.” Ecopsychology: Restoring   

the Earth, Healing the Mind. Ed. Theodore Roszak, Mary E. Gomes, and Allen D. 

Kanner. San Francisco: Sierra Club Books, 1995. 77-91. 

King, Jacob. “How to Save the Earth, Find Hidden Sources of Power, and Lose Weight’: 

Presentation by Andy Mahler.” Reading Techniques essay for Prof. J. Melchior.  



Hanneman 53 

Vincennes University Jasper Campus, Jasper, IN. 27 Apr. 2008. 

King, Megan. “A Worthwhile Project.” English Composition II essay for Prof. J. Melchior. 

Vincennes University Jasper Campus, Jasper, IN. 28 Apr. 2008. 

Krieg, Jessica. “The Sixth Great Extinction.” English Composition II essay for Prof. J. 

Melchior. Vincennes University Jasper Campus, Jasper, IN. 23 Apr. 2008. 

Lehmkubhler, Crystal. “Natural Truly is Better.” English Composition II essay for Prof. J. 

Melchior. Vincennes University Jasper Campus, Jasper, IN. 2 May 2008. 

Macy, Joanna. “Bestiary.” Joanna Macy Web site. 19 Mar. 2008 <http:// 

www.joannamacy.net/html/reconnects/bestiary.html>. 

---. “Theoretical Foundations.” Joanna Macy Web site. 19 Mar. 2008 <http://   

www.joannamacy.net/html/reconnects/guidebook.html>. 

---. “Guidebook to the Work.” Joanna Macy Web site. 19 Mar. 2008 <http:// 

www .joannamacy.net/html/reconnects/guidebook.html>. 

Macy, Joanna, and Molly Young Brown. Coming Back to Life: Practices to Reconnect Our 

Lives, Our World. Gabriola Island, BC: New Society Publishers, 1998. 

Miller, Ashley E. “Story of Stuff Critique.” English Composition II essay for Prof. J. Melchior. 

Vincennes University Jasper Campus, Jasper, IN. 28 Apr. 2008. 

“New practices not found in Coming Back to Life: ‘The Haudenosaunee Protocol.”” Adapted 

by Ralph Metzner. Joanna Macy Web site. 24 Mar. 2008 <http:// 

www.joannamacy.net/html/reconnects/newpractices.html>. 

Osborn, Rebekah. “Natural Building.” English Composition II essay for Prof. J. Melchior. 

Vincennes University Jasper Campus, Jasper, IN. 1 May 2008. 

Otto, Beth. “Dance Like No One is Watching.” English Composition II essay for Prof. J.  



Hanneman 54 

Melchior. Vincennes University Jasper Campus, Jasper, IN. 2 May 2008. 

Pfaff, Tanya. “Earth Mamas: More Than a Dance Group.” English Composition II essay for 

Prof. J. Melchior. Vincennes University Jasper Campus, Jasper, IN. 28 Apr. 2008. 

Quinn, Justin. “Mountain Top Removal.” English Composition II essay for Prof. J. Melchior. 

Vincennes University Jasper Campus, Jasper, IN. 27 Apr. 2008. 

Rogers, Jay. “Little Earthen Houses for You and Me.” English Composition II essay for Prof. J. 

Melchior. Vincennes University Jasper Campus, Jasper, IN. 28 Apr. 2008. 

Sanders, Scott Russell. Speech. Heartwood Reunion. The Lazy Black Bear, Paoli, IN. 9 Oct. 

2007, 

Scharmer, C. Otto. “Leading from the Emerging Future.” Kosmos Vol. VI, Number 2, 2007: 

31-35. 

Schneider, Tammy. “How to Save the Earth, Find Hidden Sources of Power, and Lose Weight.” 

English Composition II essay for Prof. J. Melchior. Vincennes University Jasper 

Campus, Jasper, IN. 28 Apr. 2008. 

Slye, Aaron. “Factory Farming.” English Composition II essay for Prof. J. Melchior. 

Vincennes University Jasper Campus, Jasper, IN. 23 Apr. 2008. 

“Species Extinction and Human Population.” Whole Systems Foundation Web site. 8 Apr. 2008 

<http://www.whole-systems.org/extinctions.html>. 

Smith, Josh. “Funeral for the Sixth Great Extinction.” English Composition II essay for Prof. J. 

Melchior. Vincennes University Jasper Campus, Jasper, IN. 28 Apr. 2008. 

Stout, Seth. “‘Green’ Construction.” English Composition II essay for Prof. J. Melchior. 

Vincennes University Jasper Campus, Jasper, IN. 28 Apr. 2008. 

“Susan Seddon Boulet 1941-1997.” Turning Point Gallery Web site. 10 Jun. 2008 <http://  



Hanneman 55 

www.turningpointgallery.com/bio.htm>. 

Swimme, Brian. “The Current Moment: Personal or Social?” Global MindShift Web site. 

2 Oct. 2006. 25 Apr. 2008 <http:// 

www.global-mindshift.org/memes/swimmeseries/ 

stepl-1.asp?bandwidth=high video>. 

---. The Universe is a Green Dragon. Rochester, VT: Bear & Co., 2001. 

“The Mountaintop Removal Road Show.” Mountaintop Removal Road Show Web site. 

3 Mar. 2008 <http://www.mountainroadshow.com/>. 

“The Pleistocene-Holocene Event: The Sixth Great Extinction.” The Rewilding Instititute 
  

Web site. 2004. 11 Mar. 2008 <http://www.rewilding.org/ 

thesixthgreatextinction.html>. 

The Story of Stuff with Annie Leonard. Free Range Studios documentary. Story of Stuff 

Web site. 18 Mar. 2008 <http://www.storyofstuff.com/>. 

Union of Concerned Scientists. “World Scientists’ Warning to Humanity.” Action Science 

Web site. Nov. 1992. 11 Mar. 2008 <http://www.actionscience.org/environment/ 

worldscientists.html>. 

Wilson, Sarah. “Andy Mahler Speech.” English Composition II essay for Prof. J. Melchior. 

Vincennes University Jasper Campus, Jasper, IN. 30 Apr. 2008. 

 



Hanneman 56 

Appendices 

Earth Week announcement in the local newspaper 

Student Government Association publication 

Earth Week Poster 

“Bestiary” by Joanna Macy 

“The Haudenosaunee Protocol” 

“The Last Leviathan” lyrics 

Funeral script 

Funeral program 

Dean’s email 

DVD of Funeral Ceremony (playable on computer) 
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VUJC will observe 

Earth Week 

JASPER —- Vincennes University 

Jasper Campus will celebrate 

Earth Week April 21 through 24 

with four days of activities and 

presentations. All events will be 

held in the lecture hall of the new 

classroom building and are free 

and open to the public. 

The documentary film “The 

Story of Stuff,” with Annie 

Leonard, will be shown at noon 

Monday. April 21. The 20-minute 

documentary from Free Range 

Studios takes consumers through 

the underside of the extraction. 

production and disposal process of 

the items everyone buys every day. 

exposing hidden environmental 

and societal costs and calling for a 

more sustainable and just world. 

A discussion led by professor 

Jeanne Melchior will follow the 

nim. 

A display of “Altars of Extinc- 

tion.” the documentary “Call of 

Life: Facing the Mass Extinction” 

and a reader's theater play by 

VUJC plavers. “A Funeral for the 

Sixth Great Extinction: A Ceremo- 

ny to Mourn Extinct and Endan- 

gered Species.” will be shown at 7 

p.m. Monday, April 21. in the lobby. 

All displays will focus on the 

growing problem of species loss. 

Earth Day will feature tables in 

the lobby highlighting local ven- 

dors and community efforts in 

support of planetary health from 

9:30 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 22. 

The event is hosted by the Student 

Government Association. 

An Earth Day celebration with 

a performance by the Earth Ma- 

mas Dance Company, a Louisville 

based dance group that supports 

community involvement in social 

change and environmental aware- 

ness, will be held at 7 p.m. Tues: 

day, April 22. The Earth Mamas in- 

corporate music and movement 

from all cultures of the world. A 

reception in the student lounge 

will follow the group’s perform- 

ance, hosted by the SGA. 

A presentation by Chris Rein- 
hart, “Sculpting Homes from the 

Earth and Filling Them with 

Soul,” will be held at 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 23. Reinhart is a 
natural builder and educator from 

Bloomington. His writings have 

been featured in the building jour- 

nals The Cob Web and The Last 
Straw, as well as in the book 

“Rocket Mass Heaters: SuperefTi- 

cient Woodstoves You Can Build 

(and Snuggle Up To)” His own nat- 

ural home is a hybrid of cob. 

straw bale. straw-clay. stone and 

timber. as well as reclaimed mate- 
rials. 

A presentation by Dave Cooper, 

“The Mountaintop Removal Road 

Show,” will be held at noon Thurs: 

day, April 24. The show includes a 

22-minute slide presentation 

about destructive coal mining 

practices in Appalachia. This 

presentation raises questions 

about the impact of mountaintop 

removal. The show has been 

shown more than 500 times in 16 

states since 2003 at universities 

and for churches and community 

and civic organizations. 

A presentation by Andy 

Mahler. "How to Save the Earth. 

Find Hidden Sources of Power 

and Lose Weight.” will be heard at 

7 pm. Thursday. April 24. Mahler. 

co-founder of Heartwood. is an en 

vironmentalist committed to pro 

tecting public forests. He founded 

and served as executive coordina 

tor of Heartwood. a cooperative 

forest protection network that is 

active in 20 states. Mahler has 

more than 20 vears experience 

with nonprofit and community 

service organizations. including 

serving as the chairman of Or- 

ange County HomeGrown and 

helping start and oversee the Or- 

ange County Farmers Market. He 

has served as a steering commit- 

tee member and as chairman for 

the first board of directors for 

Lost River Community Co-op. 
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UNIVERSITY 

Jasper Campus 

arth Week Celebration at VUJ(! | 
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VUJIC is proud to present a 
Earth Week activities. 

Monday, April 21 at 7pm- 

The VU] Players will present a 

short video called Call of Life: 
Facing the Mass Extinction 
and a reader's theater produc- 

tion of A Funeral for the Sixth 

Great Extinction: A Play in 
ine Act to Moum Extinct and 
.ndangered Species. 

‘uesday, April 22 at 7pm. 
arth Mamas is a local dance 
up that supports community 
Slvement | 
social change and environ- 

ental awareness. In our per- 

formances, we incorporate music 

and movement from all cultures 

of the world. 

‘Wednesday, April 23rd at 
7pm. Chris Reinhart is a natural 

builder and educator. His writings 
have been featured in the building 
journals The Cobweb and The 

LastStraw,as well as the book, 

Rocket Mass Heaters: Super effi- 
cient Woodstoves You Can Build 
(and Snuggle Up To). His own 
natural home is a hybrid of cob, 
straw bale, straw-clay, stone, and 

timber, as well as many reclaimed 
materials, and it keeps on grow- 

ing.” 

Thursday, April 24 at 

noon. 

Mountain Top Removal. 
The Mountaintop Removal 
Road Show includes a stun- 
ning 22-minute slide show 

about the impacts of moun- 
taintop removal on coalfield 

residents, communities and 

the environment, and fea- 
tures traditional Appalachiar 
mountain music and shockir 

aerial photos of decapitated 

Appalachian mountains  
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of 
Extinction” 

in 
the 

lobby, 
the 

d
o
c
u
m
e
n
t
a
r
y
 

Call 
of 

L
i
f
e
 
F
a
c
i
n
g
 

the 
M
a
s
s
 
Extinction, 

and 
a 
r
e
a
d
e
r
'
s
 

theater 
play, 

A 
F
u
n
e
r
a
l
 

for 
the 

Sixth 
G
r
e
a
t
 
E
x
t
i
n
c
t
i
o
n
’
 
A 

C
e
r
e
m
o
n
y
 

to 
M
o
u
r
n
 
Extinct 

a
n
d
 
E
n
d
a
n
g
e
r
e
d
 
Species, 

all 

focusing 
on 

the 
g
r
o
w
i
n
g
 
p
r
o
b
l
e
m
 

of 
s
p
e
c
i
e
s
 

loss. 

T
u
e
s
d
a
y
,
 

April 
22 

Earth 
Day! 

Earth 
M
a
m
a
s
!
 

5
:
3
0
~
7
p
m
 

‘Tables 
in 

the 
lobby 

featuring 
local 

v
e
n
d
o
r
s
 

and 
friends 

of 
the 

Earth 

7
p
m
 

An 
Earth 

D
a
y
 
c
e
l
e
b
r
a
t
i
o
n
 

with 
a 
p
e
r
f
o
r
m
a
n
c
e
 

by 
the 

Earth 
M
a
m
a
s
 

D
a
n
c
e
 
C
o
m
p
a
n
y
,
 

L
o
u
i
s
v
i
l
l
e
-
b
a
s
e
d
 
d
a
n
c
e
 

troupe 
that 

s
u
p
p
o
r
t
s
 
c
o
m
m
u
n
i
t
y
 
i
n
v
o
l
v
e
m
e
n
t
 

in 
social 

c
h
a
n
g
e
 

a
n
d
 

e
n
v
i
r
o
n
m
e
n
t
a
l
 
a
w
a
r
e
n
e
s
s
.
 

The 
Earth 

M
a
m
a
s
 

incorporate 
music 

and 
m
o
v
e
m
e
n
t
 

from 
all 

cultures 
of 

the 
world. 

M
e
e
t
 

the 
M
a
m
a
s
 

at 
a 
r
e
c
e
p
t
i
o
n
 

in 
the 

student 
l
o
u
n
g
e
 
i
m
m
e
d
i
a
t
e
l
y
 

after 

their 
p
e
r
f
o
r
m
a
n
c
e
.
 

W
e
d
n
e
s
d
a
y
,
 

April 
23 

p
m
 

“Sculpting 
H
o
m
e
s
 

f
r
o
m
 
Earth 

and 
Filling 

T
h
e
m
 

wiih 
Soul” 

Chris 
Reinhart 

is 
a 

natural 
builder 

and 
educator 

from 
B
l
o
o
m
i
n
g
t
o
n
,
 

Indiana. 
His 

writings 

have 
b
e
e
n
 
f
e
a
t
u
r
e
d
 

in 
the 

building 
journals 

7he 
C
o
b
 

W
e
b
 

and 
The 

Last 
Straw, 

as 
well 

as 
the 

b
o
o
k
 
R
o
c
k
e
t
 
M
a
s
s
 
H
e
a
t
e
r
s
:
 
S
u
p
e
r
e
f
f
i
c
i
e
n
t
 
W
o
o
d
s
t
o
v
e
s
 

You 
Can 

Build 
(and 

S
n
u
g
g
l
e
 

Up 
To). 

His 
o
w
n
 

natural 
h
o
m
e
 

is 
a 

hybrid 
of 

cob, 
straw 

bale, 
straw-clay, 

stone, 
and 

timber, 
as 

well 

as 
reclaimed 

materials. 

T
h
u
r
s
d
a
y
,
 

April 
24 

Noon 
“The 

M
o
u
n
t
a
i
n
t
o
p
 
R
e
m
o
v
a
l
 
Road 

S
h
o
w
”
 

Dave 
Cooper's 

R
o
a
d
 
S
h
o
w
 

includes 
a 

stunning 
2
2
-
m
i
n
u
t
e
 

slide 
presentation 

about 

destructive 
coal 

m
i
n
i
n
g
 

p
r
a
c
t
i
c
e
s
 

in 
A
p
p
a
l
a
c
h
i
a
.
 

This 
p
r
e
s
e
n
t
a
t
i
o
n
 

raises 
i
m
p
o
r
t
a
n
t
 

q
u
e
s
t
i
o
n
s
 

about 
the 

i
m
p
a
c
t
 

of 
m
o
u
n
t
a
i
n
t
o
p
 

r
e
m
o
v
a
l
.
 

T
h
e
 
R
o
a
d
 
S
h
o
w
 

has 
b
e
e
n
 
s
h
o
w
n
 

over 

500 
times 

in 
sixteen 

states 
since 

2003 
at 

m
a
n
y
 

universities, 
and 

for 
churches, 

c
o
m
m
u
n
i
t
y
 

and 
civic 

o
r
g
a
n
i
z
a
t
i
o
n
s
.
 

7
p
m
 

“
H
o
w
 

to 
Save 

the 
Earth, 

Find 
Hidden 

Sources 
of 

Power, 
and 

Lose 
Weight” 

A
n
d
y
 

M
a
h
l
e
r
,
 

long 
time 

activist 
and 

f
o
u
n
d
e
r
 

of 
H
e
a
r
t
w
o
o
d
,
 

a 
M
i
d
w
e
s
t
 

regional 
n
o
n
-
p
r
o
f
i
t
 

o
r
g
a
n
i
z
a
t
i
o
n
 

that 
fights 

logging 
and 

b
u
r
n
i
n
g
 

on 
public 

lands, 
s
p
e
a
k
s
 

about 
current 

e
n
v
i
r
o
n
m
e
n
t
a
l
 

issues. 

Call 
Carol 

H
a
n
n
e
m
a
n
 

at 
3
1
2
-
4
8
1
-
5
9
1
4
 

for 
m
o
r
e
 

i
n
f
o
r
m
a
t
i
o
n
 

/ 

 



Appendix D-1 

“Bestiary” 
By Joanna Macy 

Short-tailed albatross 

Whooping crane 

Gray wolf 
Woodland caribou 

Hawksbill sea turtle 
Rhinoceros 

The list of endangered species keeps growing longer every year. With too many names to hold in 

our mind, how do we honor the passing of life? What funerals or farewells are appropriate? 

Reed warbler 
Swallowtail butterfly 

Bighorn sheep 

Indian python 
Howler monkey 

Sperm whale 
Blue whale 

Dive me deep, brother whale, in this time we have left. Deep in our mother ocean where I once 

swam, gilled and finned. The salt from those early seas still runs in my tears. Tears aren't enough 
anymore. Give me a song, a song for a sadness too vast for my heart, for a rage too wild for my 

throat. 

Giant sable antelope 

Wyoming toad 
Grizzly bear 

Brown bear 
Bactrian camel 

Nile crocodile 

Chinese alligator 

Ooze me, alligator, in the mud whence I came. Belly me slow in the rich primordial soup, cradle 
of our molecules. Let me wallow again, before we drain your swamp and pave it over. 

Gray bat 

Ocelot 
Pocket mouse 

Sockeye salmon 
Tasmanian kangaroo  
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Hawaiian goose 

Audouin's seagull 

Quick, lift off. Sweep me high over the coast and out, farther out. Don't land here. Oilspills coat 

the beach, rocks, sea. I cannot spread my wings glued with tar. Fly me from what we have done, 
fly me far. 

Golden parakeet 

West African ostrich 
Florida panther 

Galapagos penguin 
Imperial pheasant 

Snow leopard 
Mexican prairie dog 

Hide me in a hedgerow, badger. Can't you find one? Dig me a tunnel through leaf-mold and 
roots, under the trees that once defined our fields. My heart is bulldozed and plowed over. 
Burrow me a labyrinth deeper than longing. 

Thick-billed parrot 

San Francisco garter snake 

Desert bandicoot 
Molokai thrush 

California condor 
Lotus blue butterfly 

Crawl me out of here, caterpillar. Spin me a cocoon. Wind me to sleep in a shroud of silk, where 
in patience my bones will dissolve. I'll wait as long as all creation if only it will come again -- 
and I take wing. 

Atlantic ridley turtle 

Coho salmon 

Helmuted hornbill 

Marine otter 

Humpback whale 

Stellar sea-lion 

Monk seal 

Swim me out beyond the ice floes, mama. Where are you? Boots squeeze my ribs, clubs drum 
my fur, the white world goes black with the taste of my blood. 

Gibbon 

Sand gazelle 
Swamp deer 

Musk deer  
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Cheetah 
Chinchilla 

Asian elephant 

African elephant 

Sway me slowly through the jungle. There still must be jungle somewhere, my heart drips with 

green secrets. Hose me down by the waterhole; there is buckshot in my hide. Tell me old stories 
while you can remember. 

Desert tortoise 

Crested ibis 
Hook-billed kite 

Mountain zebra 
Mexican bobcat 

Andrew's frigatebird 

In the time when his world, like ours, was ending, Noah had a list of the animals, too. We picture 

him standing by the gangplank, calling their names, checking them off on his scroll. Now we 
also are checking them off. 

Ivory-billed woodpecker 

Indus river dolphin 
West Indian manatee 

Wood stork 

We reenact Noah's ancient drama, but in reverse, like a film running backwards, the animals 

exiting. 

Ferret 

Gorilla 

Jaguar 
Wolf 

Your tracks are growing fainter. Wait. Wait. This is a hard time. Don't leave us alone in a world 

we have wrecked 

Macy, Joanna. “Bestiary.” Joanna Macy Web site. 19 Mar. 2008 

<http://www.joannamacy.net/html/reconnects/bestiary.html>.  
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“The Haudenosaunee Protocol” 

We offer salutations and respect to all present at this meeting and to all who will be 
affected by it. 

We brush off the chairs on which we sit—to make a clear space for a meeting of minds. 

We brush off from our clothing any debris picked up on the way—to clear our minds of 

extraneous matters. 

We wipe the blood from our hands—to acknowledge and forgive any hurt we have 

inflicted. 

We wipe the tears from our eyes—to acknowledge and forgive any hurt we have received. 

We take the lump out of our throats—to let go of any sadness or disappointment. 

We take the tightness out of our chests—to let go of any fear or resentment. 

We acknowledge and pray for guidance to the Great Creator Spirit of All Life. 

Ho. So be it. 

Adapted by Ralph Metzner. “New practices not found in Coming Back to Life.” Joanna 
Macy Web site. 24 Mar. 2008 

<http://www .joannamacy.net/html/reconnects/newpractices.html>. 
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“The Last Leviathan” 
(Andy Barnes) 
performed by Rory Block on Tornado (Rounder/Umgd, 1996) 
used with Block’s permission 

Last night I heard the cry 
Of my last companion 

My soul had been torn from me 
And I am bleeding 

My heart it has been rent 
And I am crying 
All beauty around me fades 
And I am screaming 
I am the last of the great whales 
Am I am dying 

The roar of a harpoon gun 
And I was alone 

I reflect on the days gone by 

When we were thousands 
And I know that I soon shall die 

The last leviathan 

This morning the sun arose 

Crimson in the sky 
The ice was the color of blood 

And the wind it did sigh 
I rose up to take a breath 

It was my last one 
From the burn came the roar of death 

And now I am done 

Now that we’re all gone 
And there’s no more hunting 

The big fellow is no more 
There’s no use lamenting 

Which race will be next in line 

All for the slaughter 
The elephant or the seal 
Or your sons and daughters?  
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A Funeral for the Sixth Great Extinction: 
A Ceremony to Mourn Extinct and Endangered Species 

Players Time Scene 
Main Mourner Now Everywhere on Earth 
Four Mourners 

Rory Block's recording of “The Last Leviathan” is playing. Mourners 
(readers) are off stage and slowly march in a procession to the stage, 
wearing all black and black veils. They stand on stage in a semi-circle 
before chairs. The chairs hold scripts and microphones (if necessary.) A 
small table with a candle, matches, and candlesnuffer sits in front of the 

Mourners. A standing gong sits close to someone designated to play it. 
Someone (or a technician) adjusts house lights as necessary. 

Lights dim. A mourner lights the candle. The song ends. Mourners are 
seated. A moment of silence. 

Gong strikes. 

Main Mourner: In Earth’s history, fossil records show us that living things 

have been wiped out over much of this planet in great numbers. There have 
been five previous mass extinctions. Our scientists have identified likely 

causes of these global extinctions, including the impact of a comet or an 

asteroid, or catastrophic climate changes, such as ice ages. Even without 
catastrophic events, our scientists say that species go extinct at a regular rate, 
while new ones come into being. 

Before humans influenced the environment in any major way, extinction 

proceeded at a rate of between 1 and 10 extinctions per million species. 
If we estimate that 10 million species are alive today, we could expect to see 

between 1 and 10 species go extinct each year from all forms of life, both 
visible and microscopic.  
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Gong strikes. 

Mourners: But that 1s not what is happening now. 

Main Mourner: During the past century, extinction rates have ranged from 

about 100 to 1000 species per year! This is from 100 to 1000 times faster 

than the normal background extinction rate found in fossil records. 

Gong strikes. 

Mourners: The Earth has entered the sixth great extinction. 

Main Mourner: In fact, we humans are causing the sixth great mass 

extinction of species on Earth. How are we doing this? 

Mourner #1: We have caused massive habitat destruction through our own 
population growth, our buildings and roads, through deforestation, 
agriculture, and more. Brown bear, farewell. Goodbye, Florida panther. 

Mourner #2: We have exploited species through over-hunting, over-fishing, 
over-trapping, and poaching. Goodbye, humpback whale, monk seal, 

Galapagos penguin. Farewell, blue whale, sockeye salmon. Goodbye, 
rhinoceros. Goodbye, Asian elephant. 

Mourner #3: We have introduced non-native species that have overtaken 

and wiped out native species of plants and animals. Goodbye, reed warbler. 
Goodbye, Wyoming toad. 

Mourner #4: We have polluted the soil, air, water, and caused climate 

changes that, besides reducing habitat, have played havoc with species’ 
natural rhythms. Polar bear, goodbye. Goodbye, swallowtail butterfly. Will 

we be saying goodbye to our sweet honeybee soon, too? 

Main Mourner: In 1992, about 1700 of the world’s leading scientists, 

including Nobel laureates, had this to say about the situation: 

Mourner #1: “Human beings and the natural world are on a collision 
course.  
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Mourner #2: “Human activities inflict harsh and often irreversible damage 
on the environment and on critical resources. 

Mourner #3: “If not checked, many of our current practices put at serious 
risk the future we wish for human society and the plant and animal 
kingdoms, and may so alter the living world that it will be unable to sustain 
life in the manner that we know. 

Mourner #4: “Fundamental changes are urgent if we are to avoid the 
collision our present course will bring about....” 

Main Mourner: These scientists went on to issue a warning to all of us. 

(Gong strikes. 

All: WARNING! 

Main Mourner: Warning! 

Mourner #1: (growing fainter, as an echo) Warning! 

Mourner #2: (fainter) Warning! 

Mourner #3: (fainter) Warning! 

Mourner #4: (faintest) Warning! 

Mourner #1: “We the undersigned, senior members of the world’s scientific 

community, hereby warn all humanity of what lies ahead. A great change in 
our stewardship of the earth, and the life on it, is required, if vast human 

misery 1s to be avoided and our global home on this planet is not to be 
irretrievable mutilated.” 

Gong strikes. 

All: We mourn the loss of species, our fellow inhabitants on this planet, our 

mutual home.  
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Main Mourner: Harvard biologist Edward O. Wilson estimates that now 
some 30,000 species go extinct every year. That’s about 3 species every 
hour of every day. 

Some scientists think it’s happening even faster than that. 

Peter H. Raven, former president of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science says this: 

“We are predicting the extinction of about two-thirds of all bird, mammal, 
butterfly and plant species by the end of the next century, based on current 
trends.” 

Gong strikes. 

All: We mourn the loss of species, our fellow inhabitants on this planet, our 

mutual home. 

Main Mourner: According to over 10,000 scientists in the World 
Conservation Union: 

Mourner#1: “51 per cent of known reptiles, 52 per cent of known insects, 
and 73 per cent of known flowering plants are in danger along with many 
mammals, birds and amphibians. 

Mourner #2: “It is likely that some species will become extinct before they 

are even discovered, before any medicinal use or other important features 
can be assessed.” 

Mourner #3: This means that our children’s children may never experience 
plants and animals that we know. 

Mourner #4: They may never touch an elephant, hear a frog, watch a 
butterfly, or smell flowers that we now take for granted. 

Mourner #1: They may never eat wild rice or wild blackberries. 

Main Mourner: They may only be able to see a rainforest or a glacier in 
photographs.  
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Gong strikes. 

All: We mourn the loss of species, our brothers and sisters, our fellow 
inhabitants on this planet, our mutual home. 

Gong strikes. 

House lights turned off. A mourner snuffs out the candle. Finis. Players 
stand and take a bow. 

Rory Block's recording of “The Last Leviathan” is used with permission. 
References to outside material made in this work are on the program that 
accompanies it. 

Carol L. Hanneman 

2008 

 



A Funeral for the Sixth Great Extinction: 
A Ceremony to Mourn Extinct and Endangered Species 

April 21, 2008 7:00PM 

Vincennes University Jasper Campus 

Host: Carol Hanneman 

Mourners: Maryla Scarpa 

Jeanne Melchior 

Jan Stenftenagel 

Theresa Singer 

Christy Loner 

Lights: Dana Weidenbenner 

Time: Now 

Scene: Everywhere on Earth 

Material for this presentation came from the following sources: 

“Bestiary” ~ poem ~ Joanna Macy ~ www.joannamacy.net 

"Bigger Threat than Global Warming: Mass Species Extinction” ~ The Daily Galaxy: 

News from Planet Earth & Beyond ~ www .dailygalaxy.com 
Call of Life: Facing the Mass Extinction ~ video ~ www.speciesalliance.org 
Collages inspired by Mary Gomes and Allen Kanner, Ecopsychology: 

Restoring the Earth, Healing the Mind 
Niles Eldredge, paleontologist, “The Sixth Extinction" ~ www.actionscience.org 

Spirits of the Wild ~ opening music performed by Mesa Music Consort 
"The Iroquois Six Nations Confederacy (Haudenosaunee) Protocol” ~ 

adapted by Ralph Metzner ~ www.joannamacy.net 
"The Last Leviathan" ~ song ~ performed by Rory Block 

The Rewilding Institute ~ “The Pleistocene-Holocene Event: The Sixth Great 

Extinction” ~ www.rewilding.org 
Union of Concerned Scientists ~ “World Scientists’ Warning to Humanity" 

~ www.actionscience.org 

Gong courtesy of Leah Robling 

Collages and Funeral created by Carol L. Hanneman 

Bp MR A J me pik OR A Se  



Join us for other Earth Week events! 
Events held in the New Classroom Building, Lecture Hall 

Tuesday, April 22 7:00PM The Earth Mamas! 

The Earth Mamas Dance Company performs in celebration of 
Earth Day! Come early and visit local vendors and organizations in the 

lobby from 5:30-7:00PM. Stay afterward and meet the Mamas in the 

Student Lounge while enjoying refreshments courtesy of the VUJC 

Student Government Association. 

Wednesday, April 23 7:00PM "Sculpting Homes from the Earth 

and Filling Them With Soul” 

Chris Reinhart, natural builder and educator, has had his writings 

featured in the building journals The Cob Web and The Last Straw, as 

well as the book Rocket Mass Heaters: Supereffecient Woodstoves 

You Can Build (and Snuggle Up To). His own natural home is a hybrid 

of cob, strawbale, straw-clay, stone, and timber, as well as many 

reclaimed materials. 

Thursday, April 24 Noon "The Mountaintop Removal Road Show" 

Dave Cooper presents a stunning slide show as part of this 
presentation on the destructive coal mining practice of mountaintop 

removal in Appalachia. 

Thursday, April 24 7:00PM "How to Save the Earth, Find Hidden 

Sources of Power, and Lose Weight" 

Community organizer and activist Andy Mahler will share what he 
has learned from more than twenty years of activism about how to get 

more satisfaction and joy out of life and celebrate the many victories, 

great and small, along the way.  
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Alan D Johnson/VUMAIL To 

04/25/2008 12:05 PM 

CC 

bcc 

Subject 

Alice F Hildenbrand/VUMAIL@VUMAIL, Bob 
Reeves/VUMAIL@VUMAIL, Carol L 
Hanneman/VUMAIL@VUMAIL, Charles E 
Provost/VUMAIL@VUMAIL 

Earth Week was a success 

We all need to congratulate and thank Carol Hanneman for planning and conducting a great series of 

Earth Week activiti®s. The presentations were all unique, fascinating, entertaining and educational. I'm 

making a lame pun, but this kind of “grass roots" activity that comes about because of staff and student 

creativity is exactly the kind of thing we need to give our students and the community a true collegiate 

experience. 

Thanks to everyone who helped and attended as well. I'm afraid to name the individuals because I'll 

inadvertently leave someone out. You know who you are. 

Dr. Alan Johnson, Dean 

Vincennes University, Jasper Campus 
850 College Avenue, Jasper, IN 47546 
812/482-3030 Fax: 812/481-5960 

"No matter what our attempts to inform, 

it is our ability to inspire that will turn the tides.” 

-Jan Phillips, Syracuse Cultural Workers 

 


