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Abstract 

Community Gardening: A Path to Food Security in 

Indianapolis 

Community gardens have been part of the fabric of life in 

Indianapolis for many years. People participate in 

community gardens for any number of reasons, including 

supplementing their food budget or to provide more 

nutritious offerings at food pantries. In the coming years, 

however, because of an increasingly unsustainable food 

system, people may look to urban community gardens as a way 

to enhance community food security in central Indiana. This 

paper provides both an overview of community gardening 

activities beginning in the mid-1970s and an examination of 

community gardening activities today. This research shows 

that in the event the current food system is interrupted, 

people of Indianapolis would not be able to feed themselves 

from locally-produced food because they rely to heavily on 

petroleum-based industrialized agriculture to make food 

available. However, through collaborations with various 

government and community entities, this paper shows how 

community gardening could become an integral part of 

creating a more secure food system in central Indiana.  
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Introduction 

In a fenced-in vacant lot, rain and mild temperatures 

coax the grassy groundcover back to life. Amid some broken 

glass strewn about below it, a brightly painted sign 

identifies the lot as Dewey’s Sunshine Community Garden. 

Meanwhile, around the peeling white picket fence in 

disrepair, spring-blooming bulbs have returned to life. A 

modest looking space, a lot surrounded by houses and 

apartments in an economically depressed neighborhood, this 

garden has seen better days. 

Across the street, on a rainy March afternoon in a 

ground-level meeting room at the New Life Manor subsidized 

housing complex on Indianapolis’ 

east side, a group of people 

meets to discuss the next stage 

in the life of Dewey’s Sunshine 

Community Garden. 

The garden, originally 

Figure 1: Dewey S Sunshine Save 
known as the Beville Sunshine 

located near 107 Street. on Beville, in 

March 2006 (Hermann Devieys Garden 
Harvest Community Garden, has 

the distinction of being one of 

the longest-running community gardens in Indianapolis. It 

was founded in 1986, when it was converted from a “weed- 

strewn, trash-filled lot” to a place protected by watchful  
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neighbors and producing a bounty of vegetables for area 

residents (Meyers-Sharp "Community Gardens Ready for Growth 

Spur"). 

Dewey Campbell maintained the garden until his death 

shortly after ‘his 1002 birthday. Campbell, then considered 

to be the oldest community gardener in the city, had begun 

caring for the garden in 1990, after he became widowed and 

moved to New Life Manor (Meyers-Sharp "Gardener's Story Is 

One for the Ages"). 

After Campbell’s death, the garden was named for him; 

yet it has floundered without the leadership of someone 

like him. So, on that March day, people from the community 

gathered to consider next steps for the garden, not willing 

to leave the lot vacant. 

Darcy Staser, a resident of a nearby neighborhood and 

member of the Irvington Garden Club, had the idea that the 

garden could become a source of fresh produce for Gleaners 

Food Bank of Indianapolis (which is located a few blocks 

away). She, along with Brett Dennis, president of the 

Irvington Garden Club; Ruth Shaw, service coordinator for 

the John H. Boner Community Center; Darren Allumier, 

director of ReImagine Neighborhoods; Virginia Roberts, 

staff person for both the Purdue University Marion County 

Extension office and Keep Indianapolis Beautiful; and Sarah  
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Besser, a student intern at the Extension office, discussed 

the idea but acknowledged quickly that Gleaners was not 

equipped to handle and store large amounts fresh produce 

because of the structure of thelr distribution system. 

As the conversation evolved, the purpose of the garden 

became clear: it should produce food for the benefit of New 

Life Manor residents and nearby neighbors and they should 

have a say in what is produced in the garden. As Roberts 

pointed out, for the garden to succeed it has to be 

directed by neighborhood residents. 

By the time the group adjourned, it had agreed that 

the garden should serve the greater good of the 

neighborhood. It should produce food that people in the 

neighborhood want. It should be child-friendly. It should 

include benches on which people can sit and rest. And 

finally, while Irvington Garden Club volunteers and 

Extension office staff can help jumpstart the process, 

ultimately the garden would need strong leadership from 

someone within the neighborhood, just as Campbell had 

provided before he died. Roberts observed that when someone 

from the neighborhood begins to take care of the garden, 

others will join the effort. 

Dewey’s Sunshine Community Garden provides one example 

of how a specific community garden in Indianapolis could  
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lead to the development of a community project that in 

time, and with some effort and organization, might become 

an important community food resource within a geographic 

area, 1n this case the Springdale neighborhood. Over time, 

with a network of experienced gardeners, available empty 

lots, and access to farmers’ markets, a greater degree of 

short- and long-term community food security can evolve. 

The Springdale neighborhood lies within one of the 

most densely populated zip code areas of Indianapolis. Its 

average per capita income barely surpasses $13,000 and its 

residents are among the poorest in Marion County. Creating 

greater food security ls vital to this community. 

Meanwhile, in a north-side church, a new community 

garden 1s in formation. One of the church members, Carrie 

Sample, used to have a garden plot in a community garden at 

the Indiana State Fair grounds. She said that when the 

State Fair garden closed, she planted a garden at the Pot 

‘O Gold Community Garden at Washington Park Cemetery on the 

northwest side of Indianapolis, but the location was not 

convenient and Sample said deer ate her plants. 

At the same time, in her volunteer work with the 

church’s food pantry, she discovered that people were 

receiving very few fresh fruits and vegetables. In fact, 

the food received by the church did not always contribute  
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to a healthy, balanced diet, especially for those with 

diabetes. 

Consequently, Sample decided to start a garden on 

property adjacent to the church grounds. She presented her 

idea at a March 14, 2006, church board meeting, and the 

idea was unanimously approved. Additionally, the neighbor 

who owns the land has consented to hosting the church 

garden. Already the church has broken ground and has begun 

planting in the new garden space. 

Sample said that it is not enough for young adults to 

simply attend church on Sunday mornings. They want to “do” 

something as an expression of their faith. The garden would 

provide them with a hands-on project (Sample). 

About Community Gardening and Food Security 

Dewey’s Sunshine Community Garden and the garden at 

Northwood Christian Church both illustrate examples of 

community gardens in Indianapolis, yet establishing a 

precise definition of a community garden is difficult. A 

common definition found on various Internet Web sites 

suggests that “Community gardens are small plots of land 

allocated to groups of people by some organization that 

holds title or lease to the land, sometimes for rent, 

sometimes simply as a grant of land” ("Community Garden").  
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However, that definition does not necessarily portray what 

actually happens within a community garden. 

The American Community Gardening Association (ACGA) 

defines a community garden as a place where two or more 

people garden together. It further describes community 

gardening as a process that “improves the quality of life 

for people by providing a catalyst for neighborhood and 

community development, stimulating social interaction, 

encouraging self-reliance, beautifying neighborhoods, 

producing nutritious food, reducing family food budgets, 

conserving resources and creating opportunities for 

recreation, exercise, therapy and education” ("American 

Community Garden Association”). The ACGA’s description 

provides a detailed account of what happens within a 

community gardening context. 

Perhaps community gardens can be described simply as 

“gardens within communities.” Anywhere a population of 

people lives, whether in a small town or a neighborhood 

within a large city, a community exists. Gardens provide a 

place where people within a specific geographic locale work 

together toward a common end: a cooperative venture in the 

form of a garden. 

Community gardening can provide a much deeper 

experience for those who engage in it. Gardens rely on the  
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interconnections of sun, rain, minerals, microscopic 

organisms, insects, plants, and people. Gardening is about 

the universal made local in that it creates connections 

among people and between people and land. 

Conversely, a garden is about the local becoming the 

universal in that people learn how to take care of 

themselves and each other, and they learn how to care for 

the land. Ultimately gardening becomes an entry point into 

an ecological consciousness because people begin to 

recognize their place within and dependence on an 

ecosystem. Thus, the experience of community gardening 

invites the question: What would happen if people all over 

town, all over the country, or all over the world, began 

caring for their ecological place as if it were the center 

of the universe? 

I suggest that if people began to care for their place 

as 1f it were the center of the universe, the idea that 

food might become scarce might not be part of the American 

or even global lexicon. Considering that many people— 

especially in urban settings—have little or no relationship 

with the land, the concept of food security has emerged as 

part of the contemporary cultural landscape. 

So what does food security look like in a modern 

setting? Mike Hamm and Anne Bellows of Rutgers University  
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have defined food security as a condition in which all 

community residents obtain a safe, culturally acceptable, 

nutritionally adequate diet through a sustainable food 

system that maximizes community self-reliance and social 

justice. 

Another definition of food security states that “a 

community enjoys food security, when all people, at all 

times, have access to enough (quantity), nutritious 

(quality), safe, personally acceptable and culturally 

appropriate foods, produced in ways that are 

environmentally sound and socially just, or in other words 

by sustainable development” ("Food Security"). 

Both definitions address the standard that everyone 

should have access to food at all times. Furthermore, both 

address the issue of agricultural practices that are 

sensitive to the health and well-being of people, and of 

the environment in which food is produced and distributed. 

The first definition moves the standard of food security to 

a broader level in that it addresses the issue of community 

seli-reliance. lf is only at the community or grassroots 

level that individuals can work together to create food 

security. 

Therefore, for food security to be achieved at a state 

or national level, it must be achieved at the regional and  
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local levels, in both urban and rural areas, with the 

support and encouragement of state and national officials. 

Our current food syatem is not sustainable, U.S. food 

travels an average of 1,500 miles to the tables of 

consumers through expansive, global networks of producers, 

suppliers, and distributors. Compare that to the mid-1800s 

when virtually all of the food available to the one million 

residents of New York City was produced within seven miles 

of the city (Blume). 

Food security addresses not only the lack of available 

fresh produce within economically-depressed urban 

neighborhoods but also the assumption that the 

industrialized agricultural system will continue to make 

food available to everyone each day. Thus, in this paper, 

the concept of food security also refers to a sustainable 

food system, which is more sensitive to the viability of 

ecosystems on which all people depend. 

In a sustainable food system, the concept of community 

food security would become less urgent because nature often 

provides far more than an individual needs. But since 

people continue to be disconnected from their earthly 

source of sustenance, the issue of community food security 

must be addressed. Our mechanized, petroleum-dependent 

agricultural practices deplete the soil 18 to 80 times  
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faster than nature rebuilds soil. Fven most organic 

farming, according to John Jeavons, is only marginally 

better (Jeavons ix). Therefore, food security must evolve 

out of sustainable models of food production. 

Wendell Berry, writing in The Unsettling of America, 
  

hypothesized that “wherever [the white race has] been, we 

have never really intended to be” (Berry 3). This sense of 

wanderlust among people has led to a profound disconnection 

with the natural world. However, Berry also reminds readers 

that “there has been another tendency: the tendency to stay 

put, to say, Wo farther. This ls the place!” (Derry 4). It 

is in this place, Indianapolis, where some have planted 

their seeds of a more sustainable connection with the 

Farth. 

Recent History of Community Gardening in Indianapolis 

In this paper, I have compiled recent history of 

community gardening in Indianapolis. Certainly gardening 

and agricultural activities have long been a part of the 

Hoosler social and cultural fabric. 

Many Indianapolis residents participated in WWI war 

gardens, which were followed by WWII Victory Gardens. 

However, because food products increasingly became mere 

commodities, grocers rather than gardens emerged as the key  
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food provider. The “green revolution” of the 1960s promised 

food for everyone, yet hunger persists today all over the 

world, including in Indianapolis. Community gardening 

regained its popularity in the United States again during 

the late 1960s through the 1980s, during the Vietnam 

conflict and following the 1979 oil crisis. My observation 

is that community gardening activities have tended to 

increase during periods of war and/or social uncertainty. 

When the economy contracts, people look to gardening as a 

way to stretch their food budgets. 

The Mayor’s Garden Project, organized under the 

administration of Mayor Richard Lugar on April 5, 1975, 

marked the start of Indianapolis’ most recent urban 

gardening efforts. Rising food prices prompted an interest 

in urban gardening when Lugar learned that “a person 

Farming a 15-by-18-foot lot could raise $100 worth of food 

during the summer” ("City Eyes Garden Aid"). 

Created to aid poor and elderly people, the first 

garden was located “on a 2.4 acre parcel of land at Central 

State Hospital” (Trammer). ‘The city leased plots for $5.4(381 

for senior citizens), and provided six kinds of seeds and 

tomato plants, along with horticultural advice. Inner-city 

residents were given access to garden plots to rent, 

according to Purdue University Cooperative Extension  
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Service (Marion County Office) Commercial Horticulturalist 

James E. Barbour (Barbour). Because of the popularity of 

the program, with 3,000 people signing up for the project 

within two weeks, more land was added to the project, 

Including 20 acres in the 2400 block of north Tibbs on 

Indianapolis’ west side 

("Vegetable Seeds Go to 3,000 

Program”). Gardeners still to 

this day work the soil at the 

Tibbs garden. 

Phyllis Hackett, current 

Figure 2: Gardeners rent space fora 
a president of Riverside 

low fee at the Mayc = Neighborhood, Inc. and former 

planner for Community Action 

Against Poverty (C.A.A.P.) in 

the 1970s, said city employee Mary Oldham “garnered the 

idea” of a city-wide gardening program. Hackett took the 

idea to a city director who allowed her to organize a 

C.A.A.P. neighborhood gardening program, which she said 

contributed to the launching of the Mayor’s Garden Project 

(Hackett). Gleaners Food Bank was another outcome of 

C.A.A.P. (later renamed Community Action of Greater 

Indianapolis) (Rogers 465). Gleaners incorporated in 1980, 

expanding from Marion County to serve the state of Indiana,  
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creating “the nation’s first affiliate food bank network” 

(Altmeyer 625). 

In 1985, Indianapolis became the site of one of 23 

urban gardening programs funded by the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture. The Indianapolis program was (and continues to 

be) administered by the Purdue University Cooperative 

Extension Service in Marion County and is known as the 

Capital City Garden Project. The misgion of the Capital 

City Garden Project is to be a community-based educational 

program in Marion County promoting healthy people and 

greener neighborhoods through gardening. The project works 

with both the young and the elderly, neighborhood groups 

and backyard gardeners teaching the basics of urban food 

production and neighborhood beautification. The CCGP is 

affiliated with the American Community Garden Association. 

Kathy Harting, as the community garden coordinator 

during the late 1980s/early 1990s, began establishing 

gardening projects at public housing sites and inner-city 

neighborhoods in Indianapolis, the first being the Roots of 

Ruckle projects, located in the Mapleton/Fall Creek area. 

Meanwhile, in 1990, longtime Beechwood Gardens 

resident Essie Rowley (and other fellow residents) brought 

the nationwide project, End World Hunger Community Food 

Garden Club, to her eastside low-income public housing  
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complex as a means of reducing hunger, eliminating crime 

and improving residents’ health. Rowley started the only 

community garden and the first food pantry in Indianapolis 

public housing with support from the Capital City Garden 

Project (Shaughnessy). Consequently she was recognized in 

1993 with the Mayor’s Volunteer Partnership Award by then 

mayor Stephen Goldsmith (Alvarez 12). 

When Tom Tyler began his work at the Extension office 

in 1988, community gardens happened mostly in public 

housing or near economically depressed areas. Tyler worked 

to promote the idea that community gardens could be as 

diverse as those planting them: from a couple of people 

planting flowers, to large public garden plots and youth 

programs (Tyler). 

Indeed, community gardens 

seemed to sprout all over 

Indianapolis, at schools, 

churches, the Indianapolis 

Children’s Museum, the 

Neighborhood Association community ; ey ff governor’s residence, 

garden located on west 43rd Street 
LL Washington Park North Cemetery, 

(Herrmann U.U.L Garden). 
and the Indiana Women’s Prison. 

In fact, Tyler and his staff developed partnerships with 

the Marion County Health Department, schools, Indy Parks,  
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community centers, the Knights of Columbus, Indianapolis 

Downtown, Inc., the Junior League, and Keep Indianapolis 

Beautiful to develop and promote community gardens. 

Another project begun under Tyler was the perennial 

plant exchange, promoted by North United Methodist Church 

and Indianapolis Downtown, Inc. Its purpose was for people 

to share and exchange plants for community gardens. 

The Junior League was part of a long-term project 

known as Neighbor Harvest, which became involved in giving 

away seeds and providing fresh produce to food pantries. 

Additionally, in partnership with the Junior League, the 

Extension office produced the publication Neighborhood 

Harvest Building Community Gardens in Indianapolis. 

In 1997, when Governor Frank O’Bannon and his wife 

Judy moved into the governor’s residence, First Lady 

O’ Bannon immediately opened the residence gardens to the 

public, referring to them as an Extension of the “state’s 

living room” (Bair). 

In an interview with Mrs. O'Bannon, she said that 

previously, when she and her husband lived on the 01d 

Northside, they lived between two Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) houses and among about 50 [neighborhood] 

kids (O'Bannon). So, as Mrs. O'Bannon had done all of her 

life (growing up helping her mother in a Victory Garden)  
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she“started digging around that lot and soon the children 

began to come out, curious to see what she was doing 

(O'Bannon). Soon after the parents followed and before 

long, people who barely knew each other began getting to 

know each other and building trust. 

When the O’Bannons moved into the governor's 

residence, she continued promoting community gardening. One 

project involved three groups of youth, each focused on a 

particular kind of garden: a Native American garden, a 

butterfly garden, and a plzza garden. According to an 

article recounting the governor’s residence garden project, 

Mrs. O'Bannon said that the garden “has been a great place 

£0 grow food, friendships and community” (Balr 11). When 

the ACGA national meeting came to Indianapolis in 1997, 

Mrs. O’Bannon served as the keynote speaker. Some 300 

people attended the meeting, which included tours of 

Indianapolis-area gardens. 

It made sense then that community food security would 

become part of the Indianapolis community gardening 

landscape, given that many gardening projects were a 

response to limited access to fresh produce, high prices, 

and hunger. In 1997 the Extension office partnered with 

Gleaners Food Bank and Americorps to develop a community 

food security coalition to “help lay the foundation for  
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improving food accessibility in poor, urban neighborhoods” 

("Extension Office to Partner with Gleaner's Food Bank to 

Build Gardens” 11). Virginia Roberts joined the staff in 

late 13997 to administer the partnership. In 1998, an 

organic farm stand run by neighborhood youth was developed 

in the Mapleton-Fall Creek area, organized by an Americorps 

intern. However, that farm stand has since closed and one 

of the individuals who organized the project no longer 

lives in Indianapolis. 

Community gardening began to wane after Tyler left his 

office, in part because his position remained vacant for a 

while due to funding cuts and because community gardeners 

had less access to resources. While a number of the gardens 

and projects started under Tyler have continued through 

today, many have not. Claire Williams followed Tyler, 

continuing the work of her predecessors. After Williams 

left the Extension office in 2003 to care for her newborn 

baby, funding cuts resulted in a reduction in staff. The 

City of Indianapolis provides most of the funding for the 

Extension office, not Purdue University as many people 

assume (Hanlon). 

Meanwhile Roberts’ position has changed over the 

yeare. She currently serves in a joint position for both 

the Capital City Garden Project and Keep Indianapolis  
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Beautiful, Inc. (KIB), to coordinate community garden and 

beautification projects around the city. KIB used to be 

directly involved with community and urban gardening but 

moved away from that work as it overlapped with the 

Extension office's work in urban gardening (Forsell). 

Because of staff reductions at the Extension office, 

oversight of community gardens has waned, and although 

“some gardens continued, others have gone fallow for the 

lack of volunteers and support” (Meyers-Sharp "Community 

Gardens Ready for Growth Spurt" 4). The recent arrival of 

intern Sarah Besser has eased some staffing constraints, 

allowing Extension staff to devote more individualized 

attention to Indianapolis-area community gardens. 

Meanwhile, many Marion County Extension trained Master 

Gardeners have been engaged in community gardening (along 

with lawn and garden educational activities) since that 

program officially began in 1978 under Extension 

horticulturalist Richard Crum. Through 19296, Crum wag 

responsible for training about 2,000 Master Gardeners 

(Crum). Since Steve Mayer’s arrival, an additional 1,140 

have been trained (Maver), for a total of more than 3,100 

gardeners trained in Marion County. Currently, the 

Extension office recognizes 340 active Master Gardeners in 

Marion County. Active Master Gardeners defined as those who  
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participate in continuing education activities and donate 

volunteer hours doing gardening-related community service. 

A related development was the emergence of GreenSpeak, 

a publication of the Capital City Garden Project, which has 

been published since 1996 to provide communication from the 

Extension office to gardeners and to connect gardeners with 

each other. Over the years, the publication has included 

gardening tips and calendars, ways to connect Master 

Gardeners with community gardens, community garden resource 

lists, plant giveaways, gardener profiles, and community 

garden highlights and photographs. 

In summary, some of the most significant community 

gardening dates in Indianapolis include: 

Mayor’s Garden Project launched. 

Master Gardener program launched in Marion County. 

Indianapolis is one of 23 cities in the United States 

to participate in a federally-funded program to promote 

community gardening in public housing. The Roots of Ruckle, 

Mapleton-Fall Creek Garden, is considered the first in that 

project (Carpenter). Kathy Harting, then community garden 

coordinator for the Purdue University Cooperative Extension 

Service in Marion County, oversees the effort. The Urban 

Gardening Program launched, later renamed the Capital City 

Garden Project.  
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1986: Beville Sunshine Harvest Community Garden begins 

(later renamed Dewey’s Sunshine Community Garden). This 

garden continues after a two-year break. 

1996: GreenSpeak, a newsletter of the Capital City Garden   

Project begins publication 

1997: First summer of community gardening project at the 

Governor’s mansion, spearheaded by Judy O’Bannon. Project 

continued until 2003. 

1997: Ammerican Community Gardening Association meeting 

held in Indianapolis. 

Community Gardening in Indianapolis Today 
  

Staff at the Purdue University Cooperative Extension 

Service (Marion County office) used to maintain an up-to- 

date list of community gardens within Marion County. 

However, because of municipal funding cuts and fewer staff, 

the list has not been updated. Furthermore, the Extension 

staff has not been able to provide direct support to as 

many individual gardens, which is complicated by the out- 

of-date list of community gardens. No system was in place 

to document the emergence of new gardens or the decline of 

existing gardens. 

As part of this project, I have collected the existing 

Extension Service community garden lists and have contacted  
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the person listed for each garden to determine if the 

garden still exists. The original list contained 

approximately 210 gardens or organizations. Within that 

list, a number of those were duplicates or neighborhood 

groups. Another list contained 81 gardens, but a number of 

those were duplicates of the original list. 

Furthermore, aware that new gardens may exist which do 

not appear on any list, I was able to use the local media 

to locate additional gardens. Those media include the 

Indianapolis Star {print circulation of around 500,000), 
  

the ESSN Herald Weekly newspaper family (which includes The 
  

East Side Herald, The Northeast Herald, and The 
  

Indianapolis Metro Herald with a combined circulation of 
  

32,500 weekly). 

Also, conversations with people led to the discovery 

of several other unknown gardens in Indianapolis that had 

not been connected with the Extension office, and were 

therefore unknown to Extension staff. 

Additionally, I contacted the Church Federation of 

Greater Indianapolis staff and requested that they contact 

member churches to see 1f any of them have community 

gardens. Finally, I contacted staff the Indianapolis 

Neighborhood Resource Center (INRC) and asked them to 

include a notice in the electronic and print monthly  
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publication, Neighbor Notes. This publication is 
  

distributed to 6,300 recipients (approximately half of 

which receive the publication electronically), and 250 to 

300 of the total are community groups or neighborhood 

assoclations. 

See Appendix B for reprints of articles that have 

appeared on this project. 

In compiling the updated list of community gardens, 

created an Access database to store information. Within 

that database I collected the following information (if 

known) from each garden contact person: 

Garden name; 

Address/location; 

Date established; 

Size of the garden 

(total dimensions); 

Shared space or 

individual plots? 

Number of people 

involved; 

Type of garden: Food east side (Herrmann S.E.C.0. Garden). 

or flower; 

Organic/Non-organic; 

Rented or free plots;  
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Bylaws: Yes/No; 

Governing body: Yes/No; 

Who benefits from the garden? 

Who owns the property on which the garden is 

located? 

Does the garden need volunteers? Yes/No; 

Contact name; 

Contact phone number; 

Contact e-mail address; 

Contact mailing address. 

The purpose of requesting detailed information (more 

than contact names and garden locations) serves to 

facilitate the Extension Service’s understanding of what is 

happening within Marion County among community gardeners. 

For instance, that a garden has bylaws and a governing 

body would indicate a high level of organization among the 

group. That a garden is organic would indicate a high level 

of awareness among the gardeners as to the potential 

dangers of using chemicals and the benefits of working 

within natural systems. (While Extension Service staff 

prefers the non-use of chemicals, they sometimes suggest 

the use of RoundUp, a common weed killer, on new garden 

spaces where a turfgrass ground cover is being converted to 

a cultivated garden space.)  
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And finally, I asked each garden contact if they would 

need volunteers so Extension staff would know who needs 

help and who does not. By collecting e-mail addresses for 

contact persons, Extension Service staff can more 

efficiently contact gardeners about upcoming classes and 

workshops, the tiller schedule, and other relevant 

information. 

I intentionally included community flower gardens on 

the list because, in at least two situations, flower 

gardens were converted to vegetable gardens when members of 

the community recognized a need for fresh produce among 

neighborhood residents. 

See Appendix. C for the updated list of Marion County 

community gardens. I was able to confirm that sixty active 

community gardens exist within Marion County. However I am 

sure other community gardens exist, especially among 

churches that I was not able to locate. I have made the 

database of garden information available to the Extension 

office. 

Because of the publicity around this project, a Taylor 

University student, Daniel M. Perkins, created a map of 

Indianapolis’ community gardens using ArcMap. This map has 

the potential to serve as an ongoing resource to Extension 

staff and city officials to determine where,  
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geographically, more community gardens need to be developed 

based on population densities around the city. I have 

included sample map images in Appendix D. 

Earlier in this paper I cited two examples of 

community gardens in Indianapolis—Dewey’s Sunshine 

Community Garden and the new garden at Northwood Christian 

Church. Through partnerships among neighbors, churches and 

community centers, these gardens serve as models of what 

community gardening can look like all over Indianapolis. 

One unique community garden is located at the Indiana 

Women’s Prison, a maximum-security institution. At this 

historic site, women inmates, with help from Master 

Gardeners in a project that used 

to be known as Goodness Grows, 

are growing and donating produce 

to Indianapolis-area hungry 

people as part of the Plant a 

Row for the Hungry program. As Figure 5: Women inmates grow 

vegetables for Indianap i part of the Outdoor Learning 

hors Center, women donated 586 

is dE in 2005. oso than double the 248 pounds 

they grew and donated in 2004. 

Kim (her last name has been omitted to protect her 

privacy), who is serving her second year in prison, said  
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gardening is not only therapeutic for her but it allows her 

tO sow a geed back into the community (Kim). 

The prison, which is the oldest women’s prison in the 

country, used to be food self-sufficient. The women even 

raised chickens. According to prison staff member, Chris 

Weeks, women today are not allowed to eat the produce they 

grow because the state has an agreement with a food 

contractor that allegedly can feed each inmate at a cost of 

$1 per day (Weeks). 

Another unique garden is located at the Dayspring 

Center, which provides food for homeless families in 

Indianapolis. Staff also use that garden to provide 

programming and training for children on how to garden. The 

garden project is self-funded from sales of baked goods, 

also produced by Center clients, at one of the city’s 

farmers’ markets. The produce supplements the Center’s food 

budget. 

And beginning in the summer of 2006, Traders Point 

Creamery began offering a farm camp to children aged seven 

to twelve. The camp, organized in part by long-time 

Indianapolis gardening teacher Kay Grimm (who also is 

actively engaged in helping revitalize Indianapolis’ east 

side through an urban farm, seed saving and teaching 

children), is designed to increase ecological awareness  
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among children through hands-on experiences on a farm, and 

in a forest, field and garden (Grimm). The camp was So 

successful that every week was filled. 

Putting It All Together: How Community Gardens Can 

Contribute to Community Food Security in Indianapolis 

One report states that consumers drive an average of 

398 miles annually to shop for food, resulting in $16 

billion in environmental and social damages, and 19 million 

tons in annual carbon dioxide emissions (Brown 12). The 

average meal travels 1,500 miles from farm to plate. These 

food miles are possible because of the industrialized high- 

input monoculture production pattern of food production and 

distribution, which has provided a reliable source of food 

for a number of years because of the availability of 

inexpensive oil. However, the food system is unsustainable. 

Furthermore, that “reliability” is illusory when one 

factors in the cost fo ecosystems, soll, alr, and perhaps 

even the structure of life itself when considering the 

unknown effects of genetically modified foods. With its 

reliance on fossil fuels, the industrialized agricultural 

system ag it 1s currently structured cannot continue ro 

exist.  



EL 545/575 Herrmann 30 

In his article “The 0il We Eat,” Richard Manning 

observes that processed food eaten by vegetarians, such as 

packaged soy burgers and cereal, still require ten fossil 

fuel calories for every single food calorie produced 

(Manning). Therefore it is not enough to simply eat low on 

the food chain; people also need to consider their source 

of food: overseas versus a county farm located just 30 

miles from our kitchen. 

Before considering Indianapolis’ situation, it is 

helpful to provide a case study illustrating how Havana, 

Cuba, a city approximately twice the size of Indianapolis 

at 2.3 million people, created food security through 

community gardens. Cuba’s dependence on petroleum became 

painfully clear after the 1991 collapse of the Soviet 

Union. Havana and other Cuban cities offer among the most 

dramatic and successful examples of urban agriculture as a 

means of achieving food security. 

Cuba, like many other countries, was earlier a 

proponent of industrial agriculture to produce sugar for 

export, first to the United States, then (after the Cuban 

revolution) to the Soviet Bloc countries. After the breakup 

Of the Soviet Blog, Cuba lost its source of fossil fuel, 

compromising its high-input, petroleum-based agriculture. 

The result was a dramatic decline in‘its ability to produce  
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the export crops that provided income for purchasing 

imported food. 

Consequently, the Cuban people experienced a 50 percent 

drop in caloric intake in the early 1990s (Murphy iii). 

However, during this time, known as the Special Period, the 

Cuban government began promoting the use of unused urban 

land to start gardens and small farms as a means of 

providing food for the people, along with training and 

seeds. The result has been astounding in that local gardens 

provide “most of Havana’s two million residents with three 

hundred grams of vegetables per day, the daily allowance 

recommended by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization” 

{Cook 64), 

By 2002, unofficial estimates were that “an amazing 

ninety percent of Havana’s fresh produce was being grown 

inside or just outside of the city” (Cock 64). 

Furthermore, the move to food security has led to research 

in and implementation of organic methods—often returning to 

traditional methods of farming. Additionally, the diversity 

of available food items has increased, leading to a 

resurgence of interest in rare and heirloom varieties of 

fruits and vegetables. 

Even though, Indiana does not have the climate for 

year-round food production, Cuba still can serve as a model  
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for creating food security for the people of central 

Indiana. If moral reasons for creating a sustainable food 

system are not compelling enough to change people’s food- 

buying habits, consider the fact that scientists and 

economists around the world have suggested that people have 

consumed or nearly consumed half of all known oil reserves, 

a condition known as peak oil. Even those describing the 

long-term impacts of peak oil on the aviation industry, 

which contributes to those food miles, suggest that 

transitioning to a post-oil era could cause “massive 

disruptions .. leading to social unrest [and] food 

shortages” (Kuhlman 16). So, considering how Cuba has 

handled its post-o0il era, how can Indianapolis become a 

more food-secure city? 

It is helpful first to understand that a food system is 

comprised of “five basic elements: production, 

distribution, processing, consumption, and waste” (Unger 

3). By increasing local production, processing and waste 

can be reduced, distribution can be diversified to include 

alternative systems such as farmers’ markets, and community 

supported agriculture or subscription services, and direct 

marketing to institutions such as hospitals, zchools, 

grocery stores, and restaurants. Food waste can'be recycled  
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back into the food system in the form of compost or 

redistributed in the form of edible food wastes. 

As it is now, access to a consistent supply of food in 

central Indiana requires elaborate, fossil-fuel powered 

distribution systems to obtain food for sale and/or 

preparation. As an agricultural state, Indiana farmers 

participate in this system. In 2004 (the latest figures 

available), Indiana ranked second nationwide in the 

production of popcorn, supplying 382 million pounds or 23.3 

percent of the nation’s demand for this snack food. The 

Hoosler state ranked second and third nationally in its 

production of tomatoes for processing and of soybeans, 

respectively ("Indiana's Rank in U.S. Agriculture”). Other 

major crops produced in Indiana include peppermint, corn 

for grain, watermelon, spearmint, cantaloupe and snap-beans 

for processing. 

This agricultural production occurred despite the fact 

that erosion is Ya significant problem in Indiana” 

(Steinhardt). Sustained loss of topsoil ultimately leads to 

a reduction in crop ylelds. Studies have shown that with 

the removal of only a few inches of topsoil, barley and 

alfalfa yields dropped 86 percent and 31 percent, 

respectively (Steinhardt).  
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S30, given that Indiana’s agricultural system is 

intimately connected with the national food production and 

distribution system, how sustainable is Indianapolis? 

According to Sustainlane, it is not very sustainable. OF 

the 50 largest cities ranked in the June 2006 SustainLane 

survey, Indianapolis ranked 48% in igs ability to weather 

an oil crisis ("Sustainlade 2006 U.S. City Rankings"). 

When examining Indianapolis’ situation by category 

ranking, Local Food and Agriculture, the city does move up 

ih the rankings to 31. Sustainlane looks at a city’s Access 

to local food sources such as farmers’ markets, and to a 

lesser degree, the number of community gardens. Arlington, 

Texas, which ranks at the bottom of the list, has no 

farmers’ markets and only one community garden. Memphis, 

Tennessee, has only one farmers’ market. 

Meanwhile, Philadelphia, with roughly twice the 

population of Indianapolis, ranks third in the Local Food 

and Agriculture category (eighth overall), and “boasts 18 

farmers' markets and more than 400 community gardens” 

(Gerencher). For Indisnapolls to compare statistically with 

Philadelphia, the city would need more than 200 community 

gardens—currently the city has around sixty, hot all of 

which produce food. On the other hand, access to local food 

via farmers’ markets is growing. According to the Indiana  
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Department of Agriculture, Marion County has ten farmers’ 

markets, one of which is open all year ("Farmer's Market"). 

The Original Farmer’s Market, located in downtown 

Indianapolis, has announced plans to host a year-round 

market beginning in 2007 (Wall 1). 

So what can Indianapolis residents do to create a more 

secure food future? To transition into a more localized, 

sustainable food system, people need to understand what is 

wrong with the current food system and have alternatives 

available to them. In addition, people have to be willing 

to participate in the food system in some way. 

Taking an inventory of Indianapolis’ community gardens 

provides a snapshot of local food production in 

Indianapolis and provides a place to begin the work of 

creating food security. As it is, sixty community gardens 

and a few small farms located in surrounding counties are 

not going to feed a city of a million people. 

Spikes in fuel prices will contribute to quick lessons 

in food’s connection to 0il and prompt the economics of 

food distribution to ultimately shift to more localized 

systems of producers. and distributors. However, walting for 

the 0il crisis would not be good policy. 

For Indianapolis to become food secure, municipal and 

state-level support of urban:agriculture initiatives is  
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crucial, City and/or state officials could consider a 

measure requiring a certain percentage of food production 

to. be locallzed, thus fostering incentives for achieving a 

sustainable food system in central Indiana. The social and 

environmental benefits of a more localized food system will 

follow. Already, a number of U.S. cities are working toward 

Creating food security, including Bloomington, Indiana, 

located approximately 50 'miles south of Indianapolis. The 

new movement in Bloomington has focused on creating a 

coalition to connect those who work within in the food 

system, from production, distribution to disposal. 

In January 2006, the Oakland (California) city council 

approved a plan to produce thirty percent of its food 

locally (Unger). Indiana is well positioned to follow 

Oakland’s lead. 2005 saw the launching of a new Indiana 

State Department of Agriculture (ISDA). The possibility 

exists that this department is willing to support creative 

urban agriculture initiatives. 

Given that Indiana governor Mitch Daniels served on 

then-mayor Richard Lugar’s staff in 1975 when the Mavor's 

Garden Project was launched, and given his commitment to 

health and fitness, it is possible that he personally would 

be supportive of urban agricultural initiatives that lead 

to increasing food security in Indiana’s urban areas.  
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Indianapolis residents can begin to press the city to 

endorse local food initiatives and demonstrate their 

economic benefits. By engaging in a comprehensive study 

like that undertaken by Oakland officials, city and even 

state officials could gain an understanding of the 

agricultural production potential within the region by 

knowing how much agricultural land is available for food 

production, after all, food security cannot be created in a 

vacuum. City officials should work in partnership with 

communities around Indianapolis to create a regional food 

security strategy. 

With increased local food production, new economic, 

educational, employment and entrepreneurial opportunities 

would grow for residents. Already, support for farmers’ 

markets exists given that they represent small business 

opportunities and are being promoted on the ISDA Web site. 

A study of the city’s food distribution and processing 

potential, like that conducted in Oakland, would need to be 

done, as well as an evaluation of the economic and 

employment potential of such activities. Because land 

remains relatively inexpensive within Marion County, 

establishment of corporate and community processing centers 

would not pose an economic hardship to the city. Also, as 

in the Oakland study, an evaluation of the retail food  
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setting would be helpful to understand how local food could 

be incorporated into grocery stores and restaurants. 

With a municipally-endorsed comprehensive plan, 

opportunities for networks would evolve between urban 

gardeners and area farmers to create more localized 

distribution systems—such as more farmers’ markets, corner 

produce stands, and community supported agriculture 

opportunities, Rey To facilitating this effort will be 

churches, schools, and neighborhood centers, which already 

are located in neighborhoods around the city. Known as the 

community food center model, “a neighborhood could begin 

with an organic food distribution network, develop backyard 

gardens for food production, and grow into full-fledged 

urban farming projects” ("Urban Agriculture Takes Root"). 

During Tom Tyler’s years at the Extension office, 

community gardening had the endorsement of the governor’s 

wife, Judy O'Bannon, who was and still is quite popular 

among Indiana residents. Finding more people like O'Bannon 

would be beneficial to a large-scale food security movement 

Lo encourage popular support. 

Increasing agricultural and horticultural education in 

schools 1s necessary for the success of a local food 

initiative. Currently, agricultural education takes place 

predominately in rural settings. By teaching rural and  
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urban young people how to grow plants and raise animals as 

part of their science curriculum, they will be equipped 

with an education that they can carry with them for the 

rest of their lives. As it is, young people are receiving 

what I refer to as a disposable education in computer-based 

fields that become obsolete in only a few years. The 

programs at Dayspring Center and Traders Point Creamery are 

models of what is possible, thus supporting the development 

of more such programs is critical. 

Additionally, increasing opportunities for Master 

Gardener training by holding training sessions in 

neighborhoods around the city would advance horticultural 

education with in communities. Topics ranging from basic 

growing, seed-saving, and composting techniques to food 

preservation can be taught by trained instructors or shared 

through information exchanges within neighborhoods. 

And finally, a comprehensive system of communication 

promoting community gardening and food security would need 

to be available to everyone involved for a food security 

effort to succeed. GreenSpeak, the Capital City Garden 

Project publication, can serve in that capacity, as long as 

it is available in print and on the Internet. Also helpful 

will be support from the Indianapolis Star and the smaller 
  

neighborhood newspapers.  
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It is clear that with each generation, people have 

become more disconnected from the Earth. Without that 

connection, they no longer understand their place in it. 

Helping people understand and connect with the land they 

inhabit always will be relevant and useful to them. A truly 

sustainable food system cannot happen without that 

connection. 

In some places that connection is happening. local 

produce is becoming more available in Indianapolis. Traders 

Point Creamery, located on Indianapolis’ north side, is 

supplying grocers with locally-produced milk, yogurt and 

cheese. During the 2005-2006 winter, it opened its doors to 

a year-round market, providing those farmers who have 

produce available throughout the year a place to sell. The 

Indianapolis City Market recently announced a move to 

create a year-round farmers’ market beginning in 2007, not 

only to boost a sagging business but in recognition of the 

growing popularity of its once-a-week summer market (Wall). 

However, farmers’ markets will remain in a precarious 

situation as long as farmers cannot afford to raise produce 

as their primary profession. May farmers must seek 

employment away from home to provide ongoing support to the 

farm.  
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Now 1s the time for Indianapolis residents to begin 

exploring what a more sustainable food system might look 

like in central Indiana. Together, everyone, regardless of 

his or her skills, can contribute to creating a secure food 

future. 

Conclusions 

Creating food security for increasing urban populations 

during periods of calm, without warfare and disasters, can 

be challenging enough. However, natural disasters such as 

the 2004 South East Asia tsunami and the increasing 

frequency and intensity of storms and droughts, have 

demonstrated the capacity to unravel the social and 

structural fabric that enables people to have enough to 

eat. 

Regional climate changes, attributed to global warming, 

already are changing natural cycles such as pollination and 

the relationships between insects and their host plant 

species (Montaigne 41), which potentially can have wide- 

spread and unpredictable effects on food production, 

especially industrialized agriculture. Models indicate that 

increased temperatures, precipitation, and evaporation will 

affect the Midwest. Crop yields could increase in the 

northern part of the state, where an extended growing  
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season due to increased average temperatures could permit 

double cropping, while the southern part of the state is 

expected to experience declining maize yields, by as much 

as 20 percent (Team). While models show precipitation 

increases, “increases in the proportion of precipitation 

coming from heavy and extreme precipitation are very 

likely” resulting in a Ysoll moisture deficit” (Team). 

With a burgeoning human population, especially in urban 

settings, inequitable distribution of food, social 

instability, increasingly unpredictable weather patterns, 

and declining soil quality around the world, will it even 

be possible to achieve food security, especially in urban 

settings? 

I believe it is possible 

because bringing food production 

closer to home where greater 

attention can be paid to soil 

quality, pollination, and the 

Figure 6: Volunteers bring Dewey's harvesting of rainwater will 

i; Sunshine Gar den back o life (He rrmann contribute to food production 

DeweysGarden2). © that is less vulnerable than 
large-scale agriculture. Additionally, the development of 

community kitchens—perhaps in schools and churches—along  
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with solar-powered greenhouses can extend the growing 

season 1n Indianapolis’ temperate climate. 

Regardless of what the future holds, people must begin 

working to create food security in Indianapolis. Doing so 

has the potential to not only alleviate hunger and improve 

access to quality food for Indianapolis’ poor and homeless 

populations, it also has the potential to create long-term 

access to local food resources in central Indiana. The 

natural world will benefit in the end and little gardens 

like Dewey’s and Northwood’s can become models for what is 

possible in neighborhoods across Indianapolis. As a city, 

Indianapolis could then become a model for other cities 

across the country. 
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Appendix A: Food Security Resources 
  

To learn more, a number of resources on urban 

agriculture and community food security are available. Some 

of those include: 

National resources 
  

Community Food Security Coalition: www. foodsecurity.org 

City Farmer: www.cityfarmer.org 

American Community Gardening Association: 

www.communitygarden.org 

The National Nutrition Safety Net: Tools for Community Food 

Security: www.fns.usda.gov/fsec/FILES/SafetyNet.pdf 

For Hunger Proof Cities: Sustainable Urban Food Systems 
  

(Edited by Mustafa Kok, Rod MacRaae, Luc J.A. Mougeot, and 

Jennifer Welsh) 

Local resources 
  

List of farmers’ markets: www.in.gov/isda/market 

Organizing local food systems: 

www.ces.purdue.edu/sa/famfarm/organize.html 

Community Supported Agriculture farms: www.localharvest.org 

Biodynamic CSA farms: www.biodynamics.com/csa.html 

(select CSA farms by state, AL-MA, then select IN)  
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Appendix B: Article Reprint Text 
  

Neighborhood Notes, April 2006   

Calling All Community gardeners 
  

Are you or have you been part of a community 

garden in Marion County? Have you been part of one in the 

past? If s0, we need your help! The Purdue University 

Cooperative Extension Service wants to know about your 

garden (whether you’re growing food or flowers) to update 

the Extension Service records. 

And, if you have anecdotes or histories regarding 

community gardening in Marion County, your recollections 

could become part of a Marion County community gardening 

history project. 

Please contact Angela Herrmann, ang@email.com or (317) 

709-3440 with your garden updates and/or stories. 

Deadline: April 20 
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The Herald Weekly, April 7, 2006   

Finding common ground in community gardens 
  

by Ethel Winslow 

For community gardener Angela Herrmann, the gardens 

tended by neighbors in shared plots represent "what is 

possible." 

Community gardening is an idea that provides huge 

benefits to urban communities, she commented. "I 

participate 1n our community garden and have recognized 

that food, from planting, cultivating, harvesting and 

eating is about community in its broadest definition. In 

Indiana, we are fortunate to live on some of the best soils 

in the world. With increasing attention to Indianapolis’ 

poor air quality and conversations around decreasing 

supplies of oil, I think it's time to explore what is 

possible, not only in my neighborhood, but all over Marion 

County.” 

A community garden is a plot of land that neighbors 

tend together. Sometimes community gardens are part of a 

church or school project, with land set aside for that 

purpose. Other gardens may be created by senior 

communities, or other facilities. 8till others are a result 

of neighbors getting together to reclaim a vacant lot for 

the common good. Some gardens charge a small fee for the  
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use of a plot; others do not. Gardeners who use the plots 

choose what they want to grow - vegetables, flowers, herbs, 

or a combination. Some use their plots to grow food for 

local food pantries to feed the hungry. Still others grow 

vegetables, flowers and more just because they love digging 

in the dirt. 

According to the National Gardening Association, the 

benefits of community gardens are many. Gardens created in 

cleaned up vacant lots in the city help reduce crime - with 

people in and out of the area, criminals look for somewhere 

else to go. The gardens add a spot of beauty that often 

inspires neighbors to plant a garden of their own. And 

community gardens provide a safe place for the community to 

gather and get to know each other - a precious gift in a 

busy world. 

Community gardens also yield food - fresh vegetables 

and fruits, and herbs for seasonings. Recent estimates show 

that the American public’!s diet consists largely of 

processed foods, and produce shipped from other countries, 

and only a small percentage from local farmers (or grown in 

their own backyards). Herrmann notes that eating food that 

is fresh and locally grown may have health benefits, and 

also reduces costs of shipping and handling. Another health 

benefit from the community garden is exercise &mdash; every  
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gardener knows that weeding, watering, and tending a plot 

helps burn off calories. 

Herrmann is currently working on updating information 

on community gardens in Indianapolis as part of the Purdue 

University Cooperative Extension Service's push to identify 

and assist community gardens in Indianapolis. Herrmann has 

gathered stories and gotten updates from Indianapolis 

community gardeners about their projects. 

Herrmann is currently working on a Masters degree in 

Earth Literacy at St. Mary of the Woods College in Terre 

Haute, and worked on projects in Guatemala that introduced 

community gardens so that rural areas could become self 

sufficient for both food and in traditional plant 

medicines. Her experiences in Guatemala lead her to a 

greater interest in what was happening in Indianapolis. She 

is a community gardener in Rocky Ripple, where there has 

been in a community garden since 2000. 

She estimates there are between 40 and 50 community 

gardens throughout the city of Indianapolis. "I'm not 

finished updating the list, and these gardens come and go 

sometimes." They can be found in every area of the city, 

sometimes tucked away from view. In every plot of ground 

sown by local gardeners, there is a commitment to the 

community, and to making a better life for individuals.  
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Indianapolis Star, April 8, 2006 
  

Community gardens ready for growth spurt 

By Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp 

After a few barren years, the Indianapolis community 

garden scene is about to sproul anew. 

"We're gearing back up,” said Ginny Roberts, an urban 

garden program assistant with the Marion County Extension 

Office. 

In recent years, the Extension office lacked the 

funding for an urban garden specialist; however, a few 

months ago, Sarah Besser was hired to work with Roberts. 

Although some gardens continued, others have gone 

fallow for the lack of volunteers and support, she said. 

Community gardens got their start in Indianapolis in 

1988, when Tom Tyler joined the Extension office. 

"There were some efforts before me, like the Mayor's 

Garden Program, which were lot rentals," Tyler said from 

his home in Chicago, where he works for The Care of Trees 

inc, 

But what the Capital City Garden Project does is 

provide the support to neighborhoods, cemeteries, parks and 

others who want to start a community garden. The project 

arranges for land to be cleared of debris, beds: to be dug, 

soil and compost deliveries, seeds, transplants and other  
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services to make sure gardens grow and the hungry are fed, 

he said. 

"We also worked on teaching about gardening, food 

preparation and leadership training. The leadership 

training was not always necessary, but it takes more than 

good intentions to make gardens successful," said Tyler, 

who was president of the American Community Gardening 

Association from 1897 to 2002. 

No one seems to have a firm hand these days on how 

many community gardens there are in Indianapolis and what 

their conditions are, Roberts said. 

All that should change soon, however, because of 

Angela Herrmann, a graduate student from St. Mary-of-the- 

Woods College near Terre Haute. The history of Indianapolis 

community gardening is her master's project for a degree in 

earth literacy. 

"In a nutshell, the degree provides a liberal arts 

approach to sustainable living. The degree is also about 

‘this! place,” said Herrmann, 41, a native of 

Crawfordsville. "I think (author) Wendell Berry said it 

best when he outlined the questions an education should ask 

us: Where am I? What's here? What happened and is happening 

here? What went wrong here? What could happen here? When  
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students finish the Earth Literacy program, they should be 

able to answer those questions." 

She discovered community gardening when she moved to 

Rocky Ripple in Indianapolis, where she "began 

participating, slowly at first, and soon recognized the 

value of the experience. I see gardening as a hands-on way 

to bring people into an environmental consciousness so they 

can experientially make the connection between the Earth 

and food," said Herrmann, who shuns the use of chemicals in 

her gardens. 

Herrmann is creating a brief historical overview of 

community gardening and urban agriculture in Indianapolis. 

She 1s working with Roberts and the Extension office to 

update the community garden list and to provide resources 

that illustrate how community gardening and urban 

agriculture can contribute to community food security in 

Indianapolis. 

She is asking anyone who has worked or is working on a 

community garden in Marion County to please contact her. 

"We need your help!" she said. The Purdue University 

Cooperative Extension Service wants to know about your 

garden, whether you're growing food or flowers, and to 

update its records. Contact Angela Herrmann via e-mail at 

ang@email.com or call (317) 709-3440.  
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Roberts reports that the Extension office also will 

revive Plant a Row for the Hungry, which encourages all 

gardeners to devote a row of their vegetable garden for 

food for the hungry. PAR, started in 1995, is a project of 

the Garden Writers Association, which has provided millions 

of pounds of food for the hungry throughout the United 

States. For more local information about PAR, call (317) 

275=9284, 

Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp, an Advanced Master Gardener, 

and regional director of Garden Writers Association, is co- 

author of "The Indiana Gardener's Guide Revised Edition," 

and a regular contributor to "Too Many - Cooks!” at 9:30 a.m. 

Wednesdays on WICR-FM (88.7). Her column, which emphasizes 

natural gardening methods, appears each Saturday in “Home & 

Garden.” 
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Appendix C: List of Community Gardens in Marion County 

Burkhart Community Garden B3rd St. & Sunnymeade St. 

Butterfly Garden Springdale Neighborhood 10th & Keystone Ave. 

City farm 341 N Hamilton Ave. 

Community Baptist Children's Garden 1240 W. Roache St. 

Community Outreach Center Garden/Pocket Park 822 FL. 23rd Sh. 

Cottage Home Neighborhood Garden Cottage Home neighborhood 

Dayspring Shelter Garden 1537 N. Central Ave. 

Dewey’s Sunshine Community Garden 1025 MN. Beville St. 

Ebenezer Baptist Church 21st and Sugar Grove 

Edna Martin Christian Center 1970 Caroline Ave. 

Englewood Community Garden 57 MN. Rural St. 

Faces of the Neighborhood tree nursery 2150 &. Michigan St. 

Field of Greens Martindale/Brightwood area 

Flanner House Community Garden 600 W. Edgemont 

Friends of Historic Fountain Square 846-850 Fletcher Ave. 

Fruif orchard 2100 BE, Michigan St. 

Garden 1018 st. Paul St. 

Gifted and Talented Academy 5023 N Shadeland Ave. 

Grassy Creek Elementary Community Garden 10330 East Prospect. St. 

Hawthorne Community Garden 2440 West Ohio St. 

Indiana Women's Prison garden 401 N. Randolph St. 

Indianapolis Juvenile Correctional Facility garden2596 Girls' School Rd. 

IPS 43 150 WwW. 40th: St 

Irvington Community Garden (Laura's Garden) 156 S. Downey 

Julian Center garden 2011 MN. Meridian St. 

Keever Garden 7725 N. College Ave. 

Key Learning Community garden 777 S. White River Pkwy. W. Dr. 

Knights of Columbus Garden 33th and Post Rd.  
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Mayor's Garden Plots at Eagle Creek 

Mayor's Garden Plots at Tibbs 

Median at 10th and College 

MLK Peace Garden 

Northwood Christian Church 

Our Next Generation Garden 1 

Our Next Generation Garden 2 

People's Peace Garden 

Pot O' Gold Community Garden 

Roche Diagnostics Green Thumb Gardeners 

Roots of Ruckle 

SECO Church Garden partnership 

SECO Kid's Garden 

Shalom Community Gardens 

Shepherd Community Center Garden 

Shortridge Middle School garden 

Southport Christian Church garden 

Southport United Methodist Church 
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56th & Reed Rd. 

2400 N. Tibbs Ave. 

10th and College Ave. 

1125 Spruce Si. 

4550 Central Ave. 

English and Rural Ave. 

Southeastern and English Ave. 

10th & Keystone Ave. 

Washington Park North Cemetery 

9115 Hague Rd. 

30th and Ruckle St. 

2127 lexington St. 

820 S.. Sv. Paul 

29th and Fall Creek Pkwy. 

4109 E. Washington St. 

3401 N. Meridian St. 

201 E. Epler Ave. 

1947 EB. Southport Rd. 

St. Augustine's Home for the Aged Community Garden2345 West 86th St. 

St. Paul Garden 

Star Spangled Banner Garden Greenbriar Elementary 8201 Ditch Rd. 

Stringtown Memory Gardens 

SUMC neighborhood garden 

The Medicinal Plant Garden 

The Planners Garden 

UUI Community Garden 

Victory Gardens 

Victory Gardens II 

Watson-McCord Youth Program 

Wheeler-Dowe Boys and Girls Club 

300 W. Whiteriver Pkwy N. Dr. 

B5 Van Dyke St, 

3045 West Vermont St. 

88rd and Clifton St. 

615 WW, 43vd St. 

corner Woodlawn Ave. & St. Paul St. 

2127 Lexington Ave. 

Winthrop/btw 38th & Watson St. 

2310°F. 30th" St  
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Woodland Native Plants Eagle Creek Park Nature Center 

Zepherine Rose (name of grandma) corner Prospect & St. Peter St. 
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Appendix D: Sample Maps 
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Maps courtesy of Daniel M. Perkins, Tavlor University. 

(Perkins).  
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