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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
PASTORAL PROJECT PROPOSAL

The Acts of the Apostles is filled with lessons on how the early Christians triumphed in the
face of persecutions. The early chapters of the book comment

on the history of the early

Church and how they were able to stand the test of time to preach the gospel. We read that
“everyone was filled with awe; the Apostles worked many signs and miracles. And all who
shared the faith owned everything in common; they sold their goods and possessions and

distributed the proceeds among themselves according to what each one needed. Each day,
with one heart, they regularly went to the Temple but met in their houses for the breaking of
bread; they shared their food gladly and generously; they praised God and were looked up to
by everyone. Day by day the Lord added to their community those destined to be saved”
(Acts 2:43-47).

Jesus himself knew at an early stage that his disciples would face difficulties in the future.
That was why he commanded them: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations; baptize them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; and teach them to observe all the commands I gave
you. I am with you always, yes, to the end of time” (Mat. 28:19-20). In order to strengthen

the disciples more, Jesus sent the Holy Spirit upon them on Pentecost so that their heart
would be strong to face the challenges of spreading the Good News.

The Acts of the Apostles also notes that “the whole group of believers was united, heart and
soul; no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, as everything they owned was

held in common” (Acts 4:32). The persecution of the early Church was a terrible one indeed.
But what we learned from the life of the early Christians was that they stood the ground to
defend the Gospel. They all remained their brother’s/sister’s keepers till the Gospel reached

the end of the ancient world. What does this signify for the Nigerian Christian? It means that
love was the highest virtue which the early Christians cultivated in their daily life. The spirit
of community was clearly expressed in their life as they always gathered together to pray
and eat and above

all, to share in the Eucharistic banquet

from

which

they drew their

strength. This character of mutual co-existence is what this project is going to explore and
apply it to the Christian life of Nigerian Christians in Houston Texas.

In order to find a link between the principles of solidarity found in the life of the early
Christians, it will be very good to explore the nature of life in the Igbo traditional setting
before extending it to the Igbos living in the United States. The Igbo community places
much

emphasis

on solidarity—which

is the principle of community

and love. The Igbo

person understands that unity is strength: “Igwe-bu-ike”. Moving around the Igbo traditional
setting, one will find that a lot of people bear this name. This name helps to reawaken in the
mind of individuals that for the community to survive in difficult situations, the effort and
contribution of everyone is very crucial. This principle of solidarity is fully realized in the
extended family system “Umunna”.

This kind of family system incorporates all brothers,

uncles, cousins who are from the same paternal lineage. The character that binds this group

together is the popular saying ‘Onye aghala nwanne ya” (Let no one abandon his brother or
sister in difficult times). This concept was generated during the Nigerian-Biafra war in the

late 1970’s. It was used to remind all Igbo people that they must be one in order to claim
victory in the war.

In embracing Christianity, the Igbo person carried this character of communal love and
solidarity into Christianity. It was blended with the Christian commandment on agape love.
It was in the Eucharist that they fully found the true meaning of love as they gather daily to
partake in the Holy Eucharist. They did not question the demands of this new religion since
they already had a glimpse of what it means to love. This was the source of their strength as
they lived in hope for the coming of Jesus Christ.

As

I migrated

to the

United

States,

I carried

along

this

sense

of togetherness.

Mere

observation and the experience of some other people whom I encountered clearly explained
to me that there is a missing link between the Igbo person at home and the new person in a

foreign land. What has gone wrong? I began to question. Stories abound of situations where
brothers have abandoned their fellow brothers or sisters in the name of Westernization. The
consciousness of togetherness and solidarity has become

a thing of the past. People who

were victims of this kind of situation became either frustrated or forced to leave the United
States? It was sad indeed. Has the Igbo person forgotten what it means to be on a journey?
Have they forgotten how a visitor is welcomed in the Igbo traditional setting?

I know that as

one moves over to a foreign land, there would be challenges. But it is hoped that those who
are stronger or older in the situation or those who are richer would help those who are weak
to get sustained and balanced. This is practical Christian life. Biblical teachings admonished
those who are stronger in the Lord to assist those who are weak (Gal. 6:1-2). So that at the

end every person would rejoice in the salvation of all. The situation having gone out of hand,

it is required that a sincere approach be taken to correct the mistakes of the past.

I think now is the appropriate time for that correction. Many

people have gone through

agony that if we continue to keep quiet, the Lord might ask us questions on the last day.
Then

what

must

observation is true.

be

done?

The

consultations

I had

with

people

reinforced

that my

The steps [ took bore many fruits. The Nigerian Christian community

was helpful in trying to find a way through which this issue would be addressed. I was given
an opportunity to carry out the pastoral project with their support. They agreed that there
would be a rebuilding process. 1 think this pastoral project would be very fruitful in trying to
restore this character of solidarity in the life of Nigerian Christians in the United States. In as
much as it was a one man’s initiative, the community agreed that it would be a collective
effort of every committed member of the group. I think that this attitude is a very good sign
that the project will be appreciated at the end.

CULTURAL CONTEXT
The Igbo person originated from Igbo land in South Eastern Nigeria of West Africa. The
Igbo tribe is one of the three major ethnic groups of Nigeria namely:

Igbo, Hausa and

Yoruba. They reside in the eastern part of Nigeria where they are separated by the famous
River Niger from which Nigeria derived her name. The Igbos speaks Igbo language. This
language was derived from a combination of several languages found in West Africa. They
are known as the “kwa” languages. As a result of this, one word can have different meanings
depending on the factors surrounding its formation and also depending on the dialect and
ascent. The Igbo’s have many idioms and proverbs which help to nourish the language.

Community

life is just like any other life in traditional African setting. The villages are

comprised of hundreds and thousands of people, mostly of extended families (Umunna). In
Igbo land, any person who is of age in the village has the right to contribute towards any
decision making process. Institutions that are found in the society include: the council of
elders, chiefs, women’s guild and other youth associations etc. The Igbo strongly emphasize
community living (Igwe-bu-ike).
The religious character of the Igbo person is truly religious. The traditional people

are

polytheistic in nature. They also hold that there are three levels of divine beings. We have
the bigger

God

“Chiukwku/Chukwu”

(the Bigger

God),

“Chineke”

(God

the Creator),

“Obasi bi n’elu” (God who lives in heaven). This Supreme Being is the number one being in
the hierarchy of divine beings in Igbo religion. The Supreme

source of all things.

Being is taken as the true

Below the hierarchy are the lesser gods called “umuagbara/umummuo’

who receive lesser worship; and the last the ancestral spirits “Ndi Ichie”.

The Igbo people

believe that the Supreme Being has the ultimate power in directing the affairs of the world.
They confidently refer to him as God the Creator-- “Chi-Okike” or “Chineke”.

The Igbo

people also believe that the spirit of their death relatives live on in the next world. Death for

them is a transformation period between life and the other world as we have in Christianity.
This was duly purified in the Christian teaching on the resurrection. It was this point that the
missionaries used as an entry point as they introduced Christianity to Igbo land in the 1900s.
As the Igbo person travels across the world, he/she carries this religious consciousness along
with him or her. Such is the case with them as they migrate to the United States of America.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PROJECT
This project would be directed to the Nigerian/Igbo Christian community in Houston, Texas.
It would seek to find out why most Nigerians seem to forget so easily their religious and
cultural heritage as they migrate to foreign lands. It will also seek to find out what is it that
makes people have a change of attitude towards their brothers and sisters who migrate newly
to the United States. It will also help to educate and remind the Christian community that we
are brothers and sisters with one faith, one hope, one Father and one baptism (Eph. 4:5),
which

means

that we

have

one

call and

destiny.

It will

help

to foster and

engender

Communal love and solidarity among the brethren and seek ways to correct the mistakes of

the past. Again, it will be an opportunity for me and others to align ourselves with the
crucified people who suffer in one way or the other as strangers in this foreign land. It will
help me

also to develop

Church.

I have

come

my
to

missionary plan and focus

understand

that

my

mission

as a pastoral theologian in the
is

directed

marginalized and have no one to speak on their behalf in the society.

to

those

who

are

I will seek ways to

expand this missionary enterprise.

As I will use the Acts of the Apostles, the social teachings of the Church on the dignity of
the human person and the status of a neighbor as my reference point, the project will seek to

explain to the community how the early Christians triumphed in the midst of adversity. It
will further seek to remind the Christian community

that though we have migrated, the

character of Communal living which we inherited from our forefathers should be a sample

which we should export to the larger Christian community here in the United States. It will
also try to reawaken in their consciousness what it means to be a stranger according to Igbo
tradition and how best to welcome the stranger.

Due to the nature of our call and baptism, this project would finally remind us of the

challenges of the Christian life. A life which requires a sacrifice equivalent to that of Christ
rendered for every one for the salvation of souls. The project will further highlight the
importance of love and care in every social and Christian community. As the community is
unique, our peculiar character of mutual co-existence would

foster enculturation as they

would resolve to carry the message to the different religious denominations to which they
belong.

PLAN FOR ADDRESSING THE PASTORAL CONCERN
This

pastoral

project

implementation stage.

would

have

two

sessions:

the

initial-planning

stage

and

the

Since it will be directed to the Igbo/Nigerian Christian community

which is non-denominational, the project would be situated at the Mountain of Prayer and
Praise Auditorium Houston Texas.
During the planning and implementation stages, the tripolar model of theological reflection
would be used. The process will combine teachings based on experience, Scripture, culture
and the Christian tradition. At the implementation stage, the methodology would proceed
through meetings, consultations, seminar, teachings, thanksgiving service and love feast. The
thanksgiving service would be the kind that is done in the African Church. Individuals would
come along with gifts to be presented to the Altar. This gesture would remind them that
whenever someone travels a long distance from Africa and arrives safely to the US, that it

should be a thing of joy and thanksgiving to God. The love feast serves to remind them that
the Apostles of the early Church succeeded due to the love they shared among themselves.
They shared everything in common and had everyone’s good intentions at heart.

(1) THE PREPARATION STAGE DATES OF MEETING:
(A) FIRST MEETING JANUARY 15,2012
The first meeting would be an awareness meeting. The proposal of the project would be
presented to the Christian community leaders. Their responses would be recorded and advice
and direction on how best to achieve the aim of the project would be accepted.

(B) SECOND MEETING/CONSULTATION: JANUARY 30, 2012.
After the first meeting, it was agreed that the whole community would be notified about the
upcoming

event that will take place in the community.

Publicity was made through the

different representatives of the community. The representatives informed members of their
denominations of the upcoming event. The whole community would meet on this day to
deliberate on the subject matter. Different people would air their opinions and make their
contributions.

(2) IMPLEMENTATION STAGE
(A) FIRST IMPLEMENTATION

DATE: 1* MEETING:

FEBRUARY 2, 2012

In the first implementation stage which would be a day of prayer, different people would be
given opportunity

to share their experiences

and tell their own

immigration

story. The

purpose of these stories would be to find out if the subject of the project is something that is
consistent. If it is consistent, then it becomes a topic that is worthy of research and would
need urgent attention. The opportunity to find out the various reasons why the Igbo person
here in the US is acting in a manner different from the cultural Igbo person we have at home
will be explored. When this information is gathered, it will give the opportunity to marshal
out the various processes towards addressing the project topic.

(B) SECOND

IMPLEMETATION

DATE:

FEBRUARY 26, 2012.

This is three days after Ash Wednesday. The choice of this day was to use the retreat and
seminar to remind the Christian community that the sacrifice Jesus made for them is the kind
of sacrifice they are expected to make for their brothers and sisters who migrate newly to the
foreign land.

They will use the period to reflect on how good or bad they have done in the

area of Christian love. Each person's conscience would be his or her judge. It is expected
that participants will resolve to learn from Jesus who humbled himself and became obedient
unto death for our sake. Members

of the Christian community

opportunity to ask like the Jews in the Acts of the Apostles

will see the retreat as an

(2:37-38) “what are we to do

brother”? The lessons learnt from the retreat will admonish them in the word of St. Peter:

“You must repent”. Afterwards, there would be the Thanksgiving service and the love feast
on that very day.

PERSONAL REFLECTION
The

group’s

final

personal

theological

reflection

PROCESS

would

gather

questions raised during the implementation period and would

information

from

the

also be based on personal

experience. Information gathered during the consultation and implementation period would
help

to access how sincere and open the community is to change. Was there any sincere

conversion

and

commitment

to do better in the future?

Findings

in this regard

would

determine how successful the project was. The final reflection will draw strength from the

Catholic social teachings on the dignity of the human person and what it means to be a
neighbor. This will be followed by the researcher’s personal reflection and conclusion.

CHAPTER TWO
THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION
The pastoral project is initiated to find a way to improve mutual co-existence, solidarity and
Christian love among members of the Nigerian Christian community. It will also be a way to

ensure wholeness in the life of the people we minister to. It will draw strength from biblical
teachings and the Church’s social justice teachings. In order to realize the intentions of this
project, I was opportune to be in contact with the Nigerian Christian community in South

West of Houston Texas. Having been acquainted with the group, I was also privileged to
have a closer contact with the Overseer Mrs. L. After discussing with her about my pastoral
project, she took it upon herself to address the Christian community which she oversees.
When the Christian community was addressed, some members of the group volunteered to
be part of the implementation committee. A committee was formed which incorporated able
and committed members of the community who saw the need for the pastoral project. The
members of the group include: Mrs. L. who is the chairperson of the community, Mr. S, Mrs.
G.,

Mr. R, Bro. C, Mrs. E., and my humble self. This was the first contact meeting with the

committee on December 1, 2011.
A meeting was scheduled for January

15, 2012 within which I would present my Project

Proposal and the theological reflection that will eventually follow. The meeting started at
6:00pm on Thursday January 15, 2012 with an opening prayer

said by Mr. S. Afterwards,

songs of praise was offered to God in appreciation of his divine protection in our lives. This
mode of praising God with clapping of hands is peculiar with the Charismatic Renewal in
the Nigerian Church.

After the songs of praise, the project proposal was introduced to the

committee.

First of all, a reading from the 1978 Encyclical of Pope John Paul I
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Sollicitude Rei Socialis

(On Social Concerns) was read:
4

The

exercise

members

of solidarity

within

each

society

is valid

recognize one another as persons. Those who

when

its

are more

influential, because they have a greater share of goods and common
services, should feel responsible for the weaker and be ready to share
with them

all they possess. Those who

are weaker,

for their part, in

the same spirit of solidarity, should not adopt a purely passive attitude
or one that is destructive of the social fabric, but, while claiming their
legitimate rights, should do what they can for the good of all. ...The
goal of peace, so desired by everyone, will certainly be achieved
through the putting into effect of social and international justice, but
also through the practice of the virtues which favor togetherness, and
which teach us to live in unity, so as to build in unity, by giving and
receiving, a new society and a better world. (no. 39).

I went on to add that for us to achieve solidarity, we have to move beyond charity. This kind
of solidarity is a situation where one treats the other as his or her very self. It creates a
situation whereby one does not turn away from the other but will be conscious of the origin

of the person created in the image and likeness of God.
After the reading, I explained to the committee the reasons for the pastoral project. During
this period, the expression in their faces was an expression of sadness.

Some were filled

with pity. When I finished, I tabled the following questions to them:

What do you think about this project? Is it one that could be realizable? How do you see the
human person? Can the principle of solidarity be realized in our Christian community and in
the world today?

The leader of the committee Mrs. L first commented

would be realizable but would need a lot of commitment.

that the project

She regretted that some of our

Christian brothers and sisters have not come to understand what it means to love their fellow
human beings. She agreed with me as she narrated some reports which were brought to her
by some

members

of the community.

In fact, she told the committee

how

she and the

husband have been sustaining some members of the community who are in one difficulty or
11

the other. We were all amazed. She went on to profess that her family's resolution to help
those in need stems from their understanding of the origin of the human person:

created in

the image and likeness of God. As we went deeper to explain the theological implication of
the image of God in the human person, it occurred to me to make reference to the 1988 Pope
John Paul II's

Post Synod Exhortation entitled Christifideles Laici as he said:

The dignity of the person is manifested in all its radiance when the
person's origin and destiny are considered: created by God in his
image and likeness as well as redeemed by the most precious blood
of Christ, the person is called to be a child in the Son and a living
temple of the Spirit, destined for the eternal life of blessed
communion with God. For this reason every violation of the
personal dignity of the human being cries out in vengeance to God
and is an offense against the Creator of the individual. (No. 37).
In this regard, Mrs. E, stressed that there is need for re-evangelization of a charismatic type.
She quickly took us to the book

of Genesis (1:27) and she read: “God created man in the

image of himself, in the image of God he created him, male and female he created them”.

She stressed that whatever catechesis we would render in the implementation period would
stem from this foundation. Humans are like God and should be treated as sacred beings she
explained. Brother C, who was the leader of the youth group of the Christian community,

was very clear when he said that, we all are strangers on earth. He insisted that no one

should think to be superior to the other person. He maintained that all humans have equal

right before God

and should deserve

equal respect.

Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church,

As we read in the

Canadian

“Human rights are to be defended not

only individually but also as a whole: protecting them only partially would imply a kind of
failure to recognize them. They correspond to the demands of human dignity and entail, in
the first place, the fulfillment of the essential needs of the person in the material and spiritual
spheres” (no. 154).

Some of the members were quiet and listening. It was Mr. S. who pointed out that the
12

greatest commandment in the Bible is love. He cited Matthew (22:36-40): “Teacher, which is
the greatest commandment in the Law?
heart and

with

commandment.
the

all your

and with your entire mind.

This

is the first and greatest

And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. All the Law and
hang

Prophets

soul

Jesus replied: Love the Lord your God with all your

on

these

two

commandments.”

Mr.

regretted

S.

that

this

very

commandment posed a lot of challenges to Christians in this modern society. He maintained
that for us to understand the sole character of love for the human society, we should look on
Jesus who is our sole example. He further referred us to St. Paul’s writing in 1 Corinthians
(13:4-8): “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.

It

does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.
trusts,

always

hopes,

and

always

perseveres.

Love

never

It always protects, always

fails.

But

where

there

are

prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is
knowledge,

it will pass away”.

St. Paul in this teaching insisted that whoever that calls

himself or herself a Christian and does not have these qualities is not worthy of the kingdom.

Mr. S. further explained that the purpose of the Christian life is for us to live together and
build the Christian community

for the salvation of every member.

For salvation to be

complete, Mrs. G. pointed out that both the physical and spiritual needs of the individual
should be put into consideration. She gave instances of Jesus’ feeding of the 5000 and 4000.
Jesus was able to understand that their material needs would complement the spiritual needs.

Jesus fed the crowd before preaching the word of God to them. Grace maintained that
whoever sees his brother and sister in need and is in the position to assist him or her but

didn’t do it is not worthy to be a member of the Christian community.
XXIII in Mater et Magistra who maintained that;
13

It was Pope John

It is proper that the duty of helping the poor and unfortunate should
especially stir Catholics, (and all Christians) since they are members
of the Mystical Body of Christ. In this we have come to know the
love of God, said John the Apostle that ‘He laid down His life for us’

(1 Jn. 3:16-17), and we likewise ought to lay down our life for the

brethren. (No. 159).
Brother C. wondered why there is so much hypocrisy in the life of Christians nowadays. He
regretted that the Gospel has been preached with much intensity but there has been less
conversion. Should this discourage us He asked? Brother R. interrupted that it might be the
end of time. Maybe Satan has blocked people’s eyes and ears so that they will not see the
truth and do well. When

others have contributed in the discussion, I saw the desire in their

hearts to work for the implementation of the project. I observed that the contribution of the
group stem from their understanding of the dignity of the human person and human rights. I
asked the group to help explain what Christian charity is. Some said that it is love in action.
Others said that it is seeing your neighbor as yourself. Some maintained that it is going out
of your way to see that good is done and evil avoided.

Afterwards, the members

of the committee sought to link the project to the traditional

expectations of the Igbo person. The committee observed that the Igbo Christian have shifted
away from his or cultural demands as he or she migrates to the United States. The Igbo
society encourages mutual co-existence and solidarity which is found in every sector of the

Igbo society. The Igbo people strongly emphasize the principle of umunanna; which is a
kind of extended family that unites everyone under one body. This kind of family is strongly
enforced by the saying Igwe-bu-ike, (unity is strength). This means that the Igbo person must
carry along other members

of his society along in life’s journey.

In fact, the committee

observed that the Igbo Christian is now a typical black-white man, who is egoistic and lacks
Igbo hospitality. There is indeed a very big conflict in the life of the Igbo Christian. Then,

what is the Church saying about mutual co-existence and Christian love for the Igbo

14

Christian?
Having made use of the Tripolar models of theological reflection, I did point out to the
committee that the Church’s

social teaching requires that each individual be accorded a

certain right which stems from their image

created in the likeness of God. This communion

with God as created in his image also drew its character from the nature of God who is corelational. As a result of this relationship, Pope John Paul II in Evangelium Vitae wrote that:
"By his incarnation the Son of God has united himself in some fashion with every human
being. This saving event reveals to humanity not only the boundless love of God who ‘so
loved the world that he gave His only Son’ (Jn. 3:16), but also the incomparable value of
every human person" (no.2).

This same teaching is taught in Vatican II document

Gaudium

et Spes no. (22), that God united Himself to humanity through the incarnation of His Son. As

God has united humanity to himself through Christ, so should Christians unite themselves to
one another for the edification of the Christian community and to the glory of God. Having
considered

these teachings,

the committee

agreed

that the project would

be one to be

implemented. They saw the urgent need for that. Though they pointed that there would be
challenges, they promised to be in prayers for God to take absolute control of the situation.
The method of the project implementation was discussed.

It was agreed that the method

would be a form of retreat within which talks would be delivered treating different topics in

relation to the project. It will involve a thanksgiving service and love feast. Work was shared
among the committee members.

Mrs. L. and Mr. L. would deliver the talks on the nature of

Igbo traditional society and the teachings from the bible. Mrs. G and Mrs. E. will be in
charge of hospitality group. Bros. C. and R. would be in charge of publicity and utility. I will

be taking into account the responses from the participants and the general coordination. With
regard to funding

of the project, the committee
15

agreed that appeal will be made

for

individual's support.
At the end, I rendered an appreciation speech after which the closing prayer was said by
Mrs. G.

COMPILATION
1). Mrs. L.
2). Me. 8.
3). Mrs. E.
4). Bro. C.
5). Bro. R.

6). Mrs. G.
7). Julian Ohizu.

OF COMMITTEE

MEMBERS

CHAPTER THREE

THE FIRST IMPLEMENTATION

MEETING

DAY OF PRAYER AND REFLECTION
02/02/2012
6:00 pm— 8:00 pm
The first implementation meeting was a day of prayer and reflection. Within the session,

individuals were given the opportunity to share their own immigration stories. A Bible
passage

was

read,

followed

by

spiritual

reflection.

During

the

reflection,

personal

contributions were made. An intercessory prayer was used to present to God the various
intentions of the Christian community.

6:00 pm — 6:15 pm
Arrival and Welcome
6:15-6:20
Opening Prayer
Prayer for Life
Eternal God, Creator and Sustainer of life,

Bless us with the courage to defend all life
From conception to natural death.

Bless us with the strength to respect all peoples from east to west,
From north to south,

So that we may fully follow the call of Jesus to be a neighbor.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, who lives, and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
(Courtesy: Being Neighbor: The Catechism and Social Justice. United States Conference of

Catholic Bishops 2009).

6:20 — 6:45
Immigration Stories

FIRST STORY
The members of the community gathered once more to deliberate on the way forward. Our
purpose was to find a way to enforce solidarity and mutual co-existence among Nigerian
Christians in Houston Texas. In order to find out if the topic of the project is worthwhile,
some members of the community were allowed to tell their own immigration stories. The
story of Chris, a young man from eastern Nigeria, gave everyone serious concern. Chris is
the first son of his parents and had recently graduated with a Bachelors degree in MicroBiology from a famous Federal University in Nigeria. After graduation, he was fortunate to
win a U. S. Visa Lottery. Chris was very happy to travel to the United States of America. He
hoped that his travel would help to better the economic status of his family. He couldn’t wait
for his dreams to come true. Chris’ uncle was already a resident of the United States and he
had lived in the U S with his family for a very long time. Chris was very happy when his

father told him that he would be staying in his uncle’s house when he traveled.
Upon arrival to the United States, Chris’ expectation began to change as he came in to live
with his uncle. For over a month, Chris stayed indoors and wasn’t going around. As time

progressed, he started feeling bored and depressed. Most times, he couldn't sleep well due to
the worry

he had in his mind.

He would

frequently bombard

himself with unanswered

questions. He was very scared to confront the uncle since he had a very good respect for
him. He remained silent. Most of the time he starved. He couldn’t go out because he was
warned never to do so. With his visa lottery, he was entitled to a social security and a
driver’s' license. With these documents, he could get a job. He was never assisted to do so.

He was never given the right information. He was abandoned.
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Worst still, he was not

allowed

to go

to Church

with

his uncle’s

family.

The

most

frustrating

aspect

of the

experience was that whenever visitors came to the house, he was ordered to go to the room

so that he would not have the opportunity to talk to people. His situation was equivalent to
solitary confinement. It was terrible for him as he told the story. He couldn’t get across to his
family in Nigeria because he had no phone.

Whenever the parents called from Nigeria, the

uncle would tell them, “all is well.”
Chris nearly got frustrated. He told the Christian community that one day he made up his
mind to return to his parents.

The uncle told him that it would take about three years for him

to get the documents needed. When he asked why he was not allowed to go out, he was told
that immigration officers would arrest him and deport him. He became

more scared. His

uncle was a member of the Nigerian community. Fortunately for Chris, one evening one of
the members came to visit the uncle, but the uncle was not at home. The lady was opportune

to meet with Chris and inquired who he was. She learned that he visited newly from Nigeria
and had spent about three months in the United States. The lady was very surprised when
she heard this. She left that day and returned the next day to verify from Chris’ uncle what
she heard from Chris. The story was true.
community.

After wards, she made a report to the Christian

A plan was made to relocate Chris to the house of one of the Christian brothers.

Chris was helped to get all the necessary documents required of him to settle down in the U.
S. Today, Chris has a good job, good car and official documents that certify his legal status
in the U. S. He plans to visit his family in Nigeria this summer. He is a happy fellow and
remains a committed member of the Christian community. He is ever grateful to the lady and
all the members of the Christian community.

SECOND

STORY

Ms. Julie comes from a wonderful and rich family in eastern Nigeria. She is an intelligent
lady. In the early 1990°s, Julie’s father sponsored his junior brother to further his studies in
the United States. After his studies, her uncle settled down in the United States. Upon Julie’s
graduation from High School, her parents as well decided to send her overseas for further
studies. Her admission was successful and she was granted a student visa to the U. S. When
the parents informed the uncle about the development,

he welcomed

Julie to stay in his

house while pursuing her academic program. Julie was about 17 years old when she arrived
the U.S.
Upon arrival to the United States, the uncle collected all the money she had in the travelers
check and paid into his account, with the promise that he would make it available to her
whenever she needed it. Julie waited for weeks for the uncle to take her to school, but to no

avail. Rather, she stayed at home and took care of the kids whenever the uncle and the wife

went to work. When she pressed on, the uncle told her that she needed to repeat some classes
here in the U. S. to be able to commence her studies. She was taken to a High School and the
admission

exam

was

administered

to her. As

brilliant as she

was,

she passed

with

a

wonderful grade. Yet, the uncle didn’t allow her to resume classes. She continued doing the

work of a house steward till the academic year passed. When the next academic year came
around, she was determined to resume studies. She asked the uncle to give her the money
she came with, but the uncle told her that he used it to run a business. He promised to return
the money

whenever the business was through. Then, she called her parents to send across

more money to her. Unfortunately, they sent the money through the uncle. She couldn’t get
hold of it.

This time, it dawned on her that she was in the wrong place. She got worried and

started making alternative plans.

Since she didn’t have a cell phone to make calls, she opted to go to the mall whenever the

uncle and the wife went out. One day, she was able to meet a black man.

When she

approached the man, she found out that the man came from the same town as her. She was
overjoyed!

She narrated to the man

her ordeal

and the man

helped to call her parents

in

Nigeria and explained to them her situation. Julie’s parents were able to send some money to
her through the man.

From

that money,

Julie was able to attend a driving school and was

given a license. Later on, she was sent more money which she used to buy a small car. When
she brought the car to the uncle's house, her uncle and the wife never allowed her to park the
car around their premises. She was told to park it in a Mall's parking lot close to their house.
Every

day, she would

trek to and from the mall whenever

she wanted

to go out. As this

continued, she became restless. Her uncle’s wife was severely punishing her for no reasons,
and Julie was finally thrown out of the house. She carried her belongings to the man she met

in the mall and stayed with him. After a while, with the assistance of this 'Good Samaritan’,
she was able to process her admission into the college. Today, Ms. Julie is a Registered

Nurse

(RN),

a Nurse

Practitioner,

married

with four kids, an American

citizen and an

administrator of a big Home Health Organization. She is one of the sponsors of this Pastoral
Project.
The subjects of these stories are members of the Igbo traditional society. Before migrating to
the United States, they believed in the kind of cordiality and collaboration that existed within
the Igbo traditional setting. This kind of collaboration is expressed in the extended family
circle. Their uncles served as members of their families. Chris and Julie had every trust in

their uncles and never hoped they would be treated in any ill manner.

This belief was

thwarted as their expectations were turned down. Upon arrival to the U S, they noticed that

the love that radiated among the family members in Nigeria had eroded. They were greatly
21

disappointed.

It was this kind of observation that made Chinue Achebe in 1958 to lament as

he wrote Things Fall Apart. If this attitude is still persistent, I think it is time for us to give it
a sincere response. A Christian response. A new beginning is expected.
As moral agents, the question remains: how would such a situation be addressed so that the

mistakes of the past won’t be repeated? We gathered to find a way to create awareness. In
trying to give a Christian approach to the topic, the passage of Matthew 25:33-46 was used
as pointer and guiding principle. As we progressed, we hoped that the session would touch

the heart of every participant. Our intention was to stir a sincere change of heart and
conversion especially this Lenten period. We believed that through the participants, others
would learn that such an attitude is antithetical to the human

society and the kingdom of

God.

6: 45- 6:55
Bible Reading
Matthew Chapter 25:33-46
“Then the King will say to those on his right hand, ‘come, you whom my Father has blessed,

take as your heritage the kingdom prepared for you since the foundation of the world. For I
was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and
you made me welcome,

lacking clothes and you clothed me, sick and you visited me, in

prison and you came to see me’. Then the upright will say to him in reply, ‘Lord, when did
we see you a stranger and make you welcome, lacking clothes and clothe you? When did we
find you sick or in prison and go to see you?’ And the king will answer; ‘in truth I tell you, in
so far as you did this to one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it to me’. Then,

He will say to those on his left hand, ‘Go away from me, with your curse upon you, to the
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eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you never

gave me

food, I was thirsty and you never gave me anything to drink, I was a stranger and you never
made me welcome, lacking clothes and you never clothed me, sick and in prison and you
never visited me.’ Then it will be their turn to ask, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or

thirsty, a stranger or lacking clothes, sick or in prison, and did not come to your help?” Then
He will answer; ‘in truth I tell you, in so far as you neglected to do this to one of the least of
these, you neglected to do it to me.’ And they will go away to eternal punishment and the
upright to eternal life”.

6:55 - 7:30
REFLECTION

Below are some of the reflections gathered from the members of the community:
(1) The passage expresses how God or the ‘Ruler of the world’ considers the poor. The
teachings of the Beatitudes confirm this: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, the Kingdom

of God is theirs.”(Mat. 5:3). During His earthly ministry, Jesus took the plight of the
poor seriously.
(2) God will surely reward our actions to the poor and every other person in the category, as
the Gospel passage teaches.
(3) The people who fall in the category of the Gospel: the sick, hungry, stranger, prisoner,

unclothed etc., are not only people in the Christian community, but it includes all
humankind.
(4) It reveals that any service rendered to the poor and the suffering is accepted by God as a
service rendered to Him directly.

(5) The poor and the marginalized are the people first incorporated into God’s kingdom by
Jesus. They are so dear to Jesus.
(6) God loves us unconditionally. This love motivates us to love and cherish others in return.

(7) Any person who does as the Gospel prescribed is a true Christian and have acted in the
name of Christ, His mission and in the name of the Church and God’s kingdom.
(8) Good must be done at all times and to all humankind.
(9) It is a clear description of the Last judgment, and we should be alert.
(10) The passage further teaches that Jesus came to fulfill the Law and the Scriptures (cf.
Exodus

10:19:

“Love

the stranger, then, for you were

once

strangers in Egypt”;

Deuteronomy 22:21: “You will not molest or oppress aliens, for you yourselves were
once aliens in Egypt”).

(11) The Bible is clear about loving our neighbor. This, of course does not mean just having
a vague

sense of humor

towards people.

It involves helping them

in a real and

practical way. It involves action. The passage is a complement of the teachings of
James (2:14-16: Faith without work is dead).
(12) It reveals that the Christian call is a call to love; a commitment and a sacrifice for the
salvation of our fellow brothers and sisters.
(13) It reminds us that the needy must be sought always to be helped to overcome their
limitations.
(14) It shows that service to humanity is the best work of life.

7:30-7:40
Intercessory Prayer.
Intentions
(1) For thanksgiving to God.
(2) For the gift of the Holy Spirit
(3) For love, peace and unity among Christians.
(4) For the poor, the sick and the marginalized
(5) For all Christians and people of the world.
(6) For our neighbors and travelers in the world.
(7) For the rich among us.

7:40 — 7:45
Announcements
(a) February 26: Last Implementation Session.
(b) February 29: Thanksgiving services.
(c) Committee members reminded of their responsibilities
(d) Community members reminded to spread the news of the upcoming event

7:45-7:50
Closing Prayer and Benediction
Closing Prayer
Prayer for Community
Saving God,
You graced us with equal measure in your love.
Let us learn to love our neighbors more deeply,
So that we can create peaceful and just communities.
Inspire us to use our creative energies to build the structures we need to overcome obstacles
of intolerance and indifference.

May Jesus provide us the example needed and send the Spirit to warm our hearts for the
journey.
Amen.
(Courtesy: Being Neighbor: The Catechism and Social Justice. United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops 2009).

CHAPTER FOUR
THE FINAL IMPLEMENTATION

SESSION

FEBRUARY 26, 2012
Our gathering today was in response to God’s call through the mouth of the Prophet Isaiah:
“Come let us talk this over” (Isa. 1:18). A good number of Nigerians gathered to answer this
call. This time was wonderful because it falls within the Lenten season. As we recognized
that we have failed in the area of fostering solidarity among us then, we reasoned that it is
time to turn around. A time to think deeply about how we could cultivate a community that
is guided by love of God and neighbor.

By 6:30 pm, the auditorium was filled up. Thanks to the wonderful job done by the publicity

committee. Looking at the faces of the people, you will see how anxious they were to hear

from me concerning the pastoral project. The first of its kind. There were enough seats to
accommodate

everyone.

Everyone

was comfortable. As we

settled down,

the Master of

Ceremony announced the reason why we came. Afterwards, he called for the opening prayer.

6:45 PM
Opening Prayer

PRAYER FOR SOLIDARITY
Almighty and Ever-living God,

Empower your one human family to join hands
On our journey of faith.

Send us Your Spirit of hope,
So that we may work
To alleviate human suffering

And to foster charity and justice in our world.
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After the opening prayer, kola nut, the Nigerian/Igbo ‘oji’, was presented to the congregation
as a gesture of welcome and tradition. The ‘0ji’ was presented by the elderly male in the
community since in Igbo culture, females are not allowed to present kola nut. The Kola nut
‘0ji’ was blessed with a prayer by the eldest male member of the congregation. The kola nut
was distributed to reach every person that gathered for the program.

Everyone

ate with

happiness. I was then called upon by the Master of Ceremony to give an introduction to the
community. This was necessary so that invited guests would understand the reason for their
coming. Then, our resource persons were introduced. Two talks were prepared. One to be
delivered by the researcher, and the second talk by Mr. S.

FIRST TALK

IGBO SOLIDARITY AND THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
The human person is a social being. Since the society evolved through social contract, it
means that interpersonal relationship is one of the basic needs of the human person. It also
shows that no human person is an island. We belong to one another for us to be fully human.
This could mean that we are interconnected in one way or the other. St. Paul stressed on this
very character in 1 Corinthians when he noted how the different members of the body of
Christ are indispensable

to each other, and ought not to take other body

granted. As a result of this, no member

of the body

members

for

should tell the other that they are

insignificant (cf. 1 Cor.12:12). Even if one of the members of the body is challenged in one

way or the other, that is not a genuine reason for amputation, rather, the malfunctioned part
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is in dear need

of our love

and care. This message

reminds

us that no matter the

circumstance, a human being is a human being, created in the image of God and restored to a
higher dignity through the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. The human
person will and forever has a right to be cared for. Life is the highest attribute which made
all to be God-like. In fact, it is precisely when life is afflicted by weaknesses and limitations
that it deserves more attention and care.

Is this true for all who are opportune to listen to this

talk?

When one looks around, one discovers that the Christian community, otherwise known as
the

Church, has this sense of communion where people gather and have a common bond

and share life. This sense of belonging to one another is truly shared in the Igbo community.
It is within this community

that one can be truly human.

In this community,

everyone

belongs. No one is rejected or made an outcast no matter the person’s predicament or social
status. In each Christian or social community in Igbo land everyone matters. Has it been
forgotten how the concept of ‘umunna’ (extended family) is sustained and nurtured in the

Igbo traditional community?
Also, has it been forgotten how the majority of people in Igbo land bear the name ‘Igwe bu
ike’ (unity is strength)? The

setting

right

away

from

the

concept of ‘Igwe bu ike’ has been in Igbo socio-political

beginning.

It emphasizes

collaboration

and

solidarity.

It

encourages and highlights the importance of community. As the human person is a social
being, the Igbo person understands

that no one can exist independent of the other person.

With this mindset, the Igbo person treasures mutual co-existence more than any other value.
This traditional expression of the Igbo person is the kind of mentality they carry into the

Christian fold where love of God and neighbor (agape) remains the first commandment. The
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Igbo person also embraces the Christian call to love wholeheartedly.

‘Onye aghala Nwanneya’ (Let no one abandon his brother or sister), which was greatly
encouraged by our fore fathers during the Nigerian-Biafra war is still viable in the life of
every Igbo person. This concept is what makes the life of every Igbo person to become real
and practical. This traditional understanding should motivate and move every believer that
all are brothers and sisters in Christ by virtue of our baptism as Ephesians (4:5) noted:
“There is one body, one Spirit, just as one hope is the goal of your calling in God. There is
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God and Father of all, over all, through all and
within

all”.

When

this is understood,

it should

“whatsoever you do to the least of my brethren,

blend

with

the

words

of Jesus

himself:

that you do unto me” (Mat. 25:40).

The Christian life requires that we care for others. We should avoid situations that make us
to ask; am I my brother’s/sister’s keeper? Why then should we allow our brothers and sisters
who move over to the United States to struggle or to suffer in the midst of abundance? Since
we came from a different background, with rich cultural heritage; we should use that as an
opportunity to teach the wider Church this is what we are made of. This is another way of
preaching the Gospel of enculturation to the American

Church.

If there is anything like

racism, have we not through our attitudes of hatred and rejection encouraged such?
Moreover, have we forgotten how a visitor is welcomed in Igbo land? ‘Qji’ (Kola-nut) is the
first thing presented to a visitor in Igbo land. There is nothing that expresses Igbo hospitality
more clearly than the kola nut. For a visitor to feel welcomed to the house, a kola nut ‘oji’
must be presented to him or her. In the study of African traditional religion, ‘oji’ has a
wonderful symbol.

It is generally seen as a symbol

of hospitality and love. Once

‘oji’ is

presented to a visitor, the visitor feels at home and knows that he or she is welcome to the

house. I can remember vividly how my parents ran around to find kola nut whenever a
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visitor came to the house. This shows how important this cultural ceremony is. Not only my

parents, in fact, all Igbo person will run around to find kola nut to present to his or her visitor
to show the visitor that he or she is welcome. As the kola nut is presented, the first prayer for
its blessing is ‘onye wetara oji wetara ndu’ (he or she who brings kola nut brings life). What
is the significance of this life affirming prayer? It means that the life of every visitor to the
house of the Igbo person is to be duly respected and preserved. Through that prayer, the
visitor’s host wishes the visitor, long life, prosperity, goodness, joy, peace and every other
good thing that accompany life. ‘Oji’ might have other significance. It also portrays signs of
fraternity, kindness, peace and goodwill. It is a wonderful sign of the communion we have in

the Igbo traditional setting.
These characters explain to the person to whom the ‘0ji’ is presented that his or her visit is
highly appreciated. Does this character have any significance for the Igbo Christian? I think

it extends to the communion we have among us both in the society and in the Church. It can
be likened to the Holy Communion we have in the Church, the Eucharist which is the sign
and bond of unity. It is the Eucharist that gives live and sustains the Church community
through the Spirit of Christ. 1 think there is no other symbol that signifies Igbo communal
spirit than the kola nut. If this is how the Igbo welcome

visitors at home

and enter into

communion with them, it is expected that such a spiritual character should not depart their
homes whether in Nigeria or in the United States. Is the Gospel not supposed to meet people
in their various cultural settings? Every visitor from Nigerian should be welcomed in the
way we do at home and with the kind of love that radiated among us at home. Travelling
over to a foreign land does not make us

cease from being the people we used to be. In this

regard, we should always value the visitor or stranger and remember that such communion is

very important for a healthy social, spiritual and mutual co-existence.
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r that our salvation
As we all are working towards the salvation of our souls, let us remembe

will not be complete until every

person is brought subject to the obedience of Christ. Our

brothers and sisters must be saved along with us.

This includes physical well being and

are in the
spiritual salvation. If our brothers and sisters are shown love and care when they
and salvation
midst of confusion and crisis, that shows that they have shared in the love
(Matt.
which Christ brings. Are we no more the salt of the earth and the light of the world?
5:13). A light must shine to others while the salt must retain its taste in order to be useful.
the
Again, as we sojourn through this world, hoping to meet our Savior when he comes as
Messiah,

we

should

learn how

spirituality of communion

to be generous

with

the

gifts God

has

given

us. The

is other oriented, which can be interpreted as tender lover and

care. Therefore, a lot of sacrifice is needed of us to achieve this goal. Jesus is the perfect
example in love and sacrifice. “No one can have greater love than to lay down his life for his
friends” (John 15:13). According to Colossians (3:3), this kind of spirituality is an invitation
to live the Christian life to its fullest as Jesus commanded: “You must love your neighbor as
yourself” (Matt. 22:38-39). This is the only criteria for disclosing the life of Christ himself.
Above all, the dignity of the human person cannot but be understood fully in the realm of the
community. It is when we belong to the community that we can realize our potentials and
our full beings.

It is in the community that the human

person reaches self-actualization.

Have we as Igbo people failed to realize that all fingers are not equal? That is the reason why
others who are less privileged depend on others for assistance. The core of Igbo spirituality
reminds us that those who are eating with glass plates should remember those who are eating

with metal plates. It is this spirituality that Christianity built upon and helped to build the
Christian community as the missionaries entered Igbo land in the 18" century.

find
It is now our moral responsibility as unique people to live out the Church wherever we
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ourselves even here in the United States. This community

exists and includes all of our

brothers and sisters who migrate newly to the United States. As we continue to foster
solidarity among

us, let us not forget that it is only

in the circumstance,

and message

community which is fully realized in the ‘umunna’ that we send to the rest of the world.

of

It is

only when we are together as brother and sisters will the kingdom of God dawn in our midst.
That is the only time when our salvation would be complete and God will take all the glory.

SECOND TALK: THE GOOD

SAMARITAN

Helping people who are in need is one of the major calls of the Christian ministry. People

have helped others in different situations in life. The most interesting thing is that we are left
with two options whenever we are presented with an opportunity to render help. Some have
chosen to help while others have turned down the invitation. Remember that whenever you
help

someone

to

grow

over

one

limitation

or the

other,

you

have

contributed

to the

realization of God’s kingdom here on earth.

The man going from Jerusalem to Jericho is the subject of a parable presented by Jesus in
Luke

(10:25-37).

Some

would

ask questions like this: Is he not a Jew?

anything to do with the common people like the Samaritans?

Have the Jews

The Jewish man must have

been so surprised to wake up and see that the person who took care of him was a Gentile.

The Samaritan did not count anything with regard to ethnic or racial background. The

significant thing that he did was that he stooped down in compassion to assist the traveler.
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This action went beyond his race and nationality. He loved beyond himself. Again, as we
trace this gesture to our topic in discussion, we would discover that the Jewish man had
some precious intentions he wished or rather had wanted to accomplish in Jericho. But the
robbery attack frustrated this sincere intention of his. But he was not left alone. He was
helped to overcome

this limitation of his and was finally restored to his previous hope.

Thanks to the Good Samaritan.

The man in this parable could be equated to the person moving from Nigeria to the United
States. He or she is on a journey, a very long journey.

Having travelled for a long time, the

traveler had hoped that his brethren in the United States would help him or her to settle
down. When he or she arrived and was not assisted to settle down, he or she would definitely
lose confidence

in his brothers

and

sisters due to the rejection he or she would

face.

Assistance can come in any little way. A little information could change a sad story to a
testimony.

The man

in the parable also reminded us that we are not only in a physical

journey here on earth, but we are spiritual pilgrims journeying towards an eternal home. As a
result of this, we are reminded to help one another, or rather, that we should make sure that

we carry one another along in this spiritual journey. No matter the spiritual situation of our

neighbor, sincere love requires that everyone is invited to the banquet feast of the Lamb of
God. It will be a thing of joy when we gather together in God’s kingdom and celebrate that
ultimate love feast in God’s presence.

The Good Samaritan was kind enough to assist the Jewish man to grow over his emotional
and physical trauma. He was healed and consoled. His hope in humankind and the society
was restored. Above all, the Samaritan loved the sojourner. What type of love did he express

in this parable? It is agape love. Love of God
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strongly tested and expressed in love of

neighbor.

Love

that

knows

no

bounds.

Love

that

transcends

nationality

and

ethnic

backgrounds.

That singular act of love and care was the beginning of the healing process for the Jewish
man as his physical wounds begin to heal. Was it not love that healed, forgave and recreated
Peter the head of the Apostles? As Jesus asked Peter three times in John (21:15-19), Jesus
was using the opportunity to forgive, recreate, heal and love Peter back for his denials during

His trials. It is only love that can heal wounds. It is only love that can make situations better.
Now we see that love which is the chief among the passions of the human person is the best
medication for all sicknesses. Love brings emotional and psychological healing. When we
fail to love, wounds remain fresh and they will not be healed. Though it is not easy for us to

love most times, but since it is the only medicine, we are bound by our conscience and call
as Christians to respond to this mandate of God “you must love your neighbor as yourself”
(Mk.

12:31). This commandment was lived out to the fullest by the Samaritan who was a

Gentile, while those who are religiously worthy like every one of us abandoned the practical
aspect of their religion. It was love that started the healing process in the life of the injured
man. We are called to emulate the kind of sacrifice made by the Samaritan and Jesus.

It is now pertinent to examine our lives and find out if we have in one way or the other, or at

one time or the other failed to respond to this genuine call of the Christian life. Have we in
one situation or the other failed to attend to the needs of our brethren who moved newly to
the United States?

Have we ever done one thing or the other to help people overcome one

challenge or the other? Are you a giver or a receiver? Remember that it is more blessed to
give than to receive (Acts 20:35). It will be a wonderful thing to look back in our life and

find out if we have helped someone who is down to rise up. When
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we help people in

difficult situations to feel better, we are helping no other person than Jesus himself as he
said: “whatsoever you do to the least of my brethren that you do unto me” (Matt. 25:40).
Jesus is often injured and in pain in other people. He is standing in unity along with every
other person

who

is poor,

sick,

hungry

etc. (Matt

5:1ff).

Situation

of limitations

will

continue to exist until Jesus comes as the Messiah to put everything under his reign. This is

because

it is only in the future kingdom

when

Jesus will come

as the Messiah

will

everything be complete. So we should always be expecting situations to offer help. It is our
moral

responsibility

as Christians to be our brother’s

and

sister’s keepers;

possible best to help alleviate suffering in the face of our neighbors.

and try our

The love of Christ

should compel us to do something even when nothing can be done. It is in situations like this
that we can be much blessed. We shall be more blessed when we give and know we cannot
receive something in return.

The responsibility of every Christian is to make sure he or she thinks more of another person
than he or she thinks of himself or herself. It is our call to help people come out from misery.
Any assistance we offer to people may be costly. These sacrifices are redemptive because
they help people to become better people in life. They are joined to the sacrifice of Jesus on
the cross which helped to save the world from damnation. This is the kind of sacrifice we
should be making on daily basis. As we have heard this story over and over again, I think it
is time for us to respond. As we have gathered to reason together, I think it is time to apply
ourselves to the story and see if we are like the people in the story

in any manner, whether

in the positive or negative sense. The question we should ask ourselves is this: Do we at

times forget our call to love our neighbors? Do we fail to give help to someone in need when
we are expected to do so? It is our Baptismal responsibility to shelve our egoistic tendencies
and become a Good

Samaritan. It is our fundamental option to do good to all and at all
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times. Though this can only be done by the special grace of God, we are encouraged by the
Good Samaritan to try our best. What God is asking from us is to try and he will perfect
every other thing. It is our duty as Christians to make this New Year resolution especially
this Lenten season,

not only as individual Christians, but as a homogenous

and unique

Christian community.

We are the hands of Christ in the Church with which he will use to redeem the world around
us. Our resolution would be that no more shall we harden our hearts and turn away from the
voice of Jesus speaking in the form of a new immigrant (cf. Heb.

3:15). It will be our

cherished desire to be compassionate at all times and never pass by those in need among us
as other actors in the parable did.

The Good

Samaritan acted to the full the ‘Gospel of

solidarity in adversity’. He lived to the full the reality of the kingdom of God where there is
neither Jew nor Gentile (Gal. 3:28). Such is the kingdom which Jesus proposed as he invited
everyone to have a share (Matt. 22:9). It is the same type of kingdom that this pastoral
project is proposing. The Good Samaritan was an example of empathy and compassion. As

we have gathered to reason together and to find a way to make life better for us all, I think
this Lenten season is a wonderful time to have a rethink. Since disunity has not helped us to
be better people, should we not try solidarity and see if it is not going to work? This is the
best time for us to do so as Christians. The author of the second letter to the Corinthians
admonished

them

by saying:

“In the time of my

favor I heard you,

and in the day of

salvation I helped you. I tell you, now is the accepted time for God’s favor, now is the day of
salvation.

After the talks, the president of the Christian community was called upon to make some
remarks. She was happy that such a project is being carried out this time. She saw the need
for its implementation.

She admired the courage I had for delving into such a topic.

She

was very thankful to all us who committed to the success of the project and all those who

gathered to grace the event. The people were very happy to have been present in the
gathering.

They promised that as from henceforth, they will be responsive to their brothers

and sisters feelings.
Afterwards,

food

was

served

to the community.

The

food

served

as dinner.

It was

in

remembrance of the love feast we do have at home in our different religious organizations
especially the Charismatic renewals during Pentecost feast. The food was blessed and the
people ate to their satisfaction. Thanks to the generous donation of my committee members
especially Ms Julie who was just like a benefactor to me. At last, I gave the vote of thanks
and thanked every member of the community for their support.

8:30 PM
CLOSING PRAYER
PRAYER FOR THE POOR
God of justice
Open our eyes

To see you in the face of the poor
Open our ears

To hear you in the cries of the exploited
Open our mouths
To defend you in public squares
As well as in private deeds
Remind us that what we do
To the least ones
We do to You. Amen

CHAPTER FIVE

GROUP FINAL REFLECTION

The group reconvened on Tuesday February 28, 2012 to give an evaluation to the pastoral
project and it process of implementation. After the opening prayer, we moved straight to the
agenda

for our

gathering.

First,

I thanked

every

member

of the

committee

for their

dedication and support. They were very happy to see that the project is been actualized.
This pastoral project sought

to find out why

members

of the Nigerian

hesitant to assist new immigrants from Nigeria to settle down.

community

are

It also tried to unveil the

reasons why there is much disunity among the members of this community. It went ahead to
find ways through which unity will be fostered among the Nigerian Christian community.
From the responses of the participants during the first implementation period, we learned
that the Nigerian community as a whole had not been doing well in the area of sustaining
solidarity among them. We did ask some questions to help find reasons why it had been like
that. What are the causes of this disunity? What actually has made things to fall apart among
us? In answering these questions, some of the responses of the participants threw much light
on the reasons.
First,

the

committee

did

compare

the

Nigerian

community

and

other

races

that

are

immigrants in the United States. For example, the Hispanic community. We observed that

members of this nationality live together and are admired in a wonderful way. Families
among them with good number of people always live together under one roof without any
one of them complaining. Some of the members of the committee who have Hispanic friends
maintained that the unity that exists between and among them is worthy of emulation. But

the African community finds it difficult to accommodate one another. Even brothers and
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sisters don’t live together in one house in the United States. But in Nigeria, the Nigerian
people don’t live in different houses. Families live together and share things in common.
This is the character that gives the Nigerian person much joy. Joy in sharing---communal coexistence.
Though the committee members

blamed some of the new immigrants

for not mellowing

down to learn from those who came before them, the majority of the blame went to their
predecessors. The blame came as a result of superiority complex that is being exhibited by
these old

immigrants.

Some

of them

would

not be humble

enough

to teach

the new

immigrants the better way to succeed in their new environment. It is very painful. Since the
majority of them have been given the resident permit of Green Card, they become arrogant
and treat others who haven’t such documents as second class citizens. Do we have second
class citizens in heaven? One of the committee members asked. If there is such a distinction,

therefore, all of us today would not dream of entering the kingdom of God. Does the green
card make one to lose his or her sense of origin and culture? I don’t think so.
Another member

of the committee saw the character of disunity from the perspective of

being over ambitious. God has given us everything freely; we are bound to share our Godgiven gifts with our fellow human

beings. (cf. Matt.

10:18).

Some

of the people would

always want to be on top of the world alone. They want their names to be heard alone. Itis a

character of selfishness that they deny any positive and influential information to their
brothers and sisters that migrated newly to the United States. The majority of this group has
the tendency to be jealous which is very dangerous. Furthermore, others stressed that it is
because of the spirit of competition that exists among the Nigerian community that leads

them to suppress others who have nobody to speak on their behalf. They express this
character whenever they see someone new and they take the advantage to be bossy. It is a
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kind of false self-actualization. Why should people use the wealth God gave them as an
instrument of oppression? This group of people forgets that no condition is permanent. The
person that was oppressed two years ago can come out to be an influential person in the
future. God works in mysterious ways.
Other members

who

wanted to exonerate some

of the bad behaviors of our community

explained that the people might have acted due to the influence of the American society on
them.

They observed that a lot of people are going through stress due to the demands of the

society. But such people should realize that Nigerians are not the only people going through

the stress of the American society. It was St. Peter in his Epistle that encouraged us to “stand
firm against him, and be strong in your faith. Remember that your Christian brothers and
sister all over the world are going through the same kind of suffering you are” (1 Pet. 5:9).
Their bad actions are due to their inability to uphold till the last, and their inability to stand

the test of their faith. The committee saw the problem of the Nigerian community as rooted
in competition, careerism, distrust, jealousy and lack of sincere conversion of heart. The
committee saw that they have failed to be true Christians and live to the full the cardinal

virtues of faith, hope and charity. The group finally recommended that every member of the
committee should carry this message across and spread it in any Nigerian environment that
we find ourselves.

PERSONAL REFLECTION

I tried to set aside sometime within the week to reflect on the pastoral project and how it
was carried out. This time I was able to listen attentively to the voice of the Spirit in my
heart. Did the project have any effect in my life as a person? How did the people feel about
it? Did we achieve our goal? Was there any sincere resolution to do better in the future?
These thoughts revolved around my mind as I sat down to put them into writing.
First, I remembered how I was searching for a topic for my pastoral project. All through the
summer semester, I was greatly involved in soul searching, digging deep. What will be my
mission as a Pastoral Theologian? Do I have any vision? Do I have any particular mission

concern? As I was thinking about these questions, I remembered the teachings of Jesus on
the Beatitudes: Blessed are the poor in spirit, etc. (cf. Matthew 5). Option for the poor and
marginalized became my missionary concern. | began to seek ways to realize this mission.
Again, my lectio divina sessions reminded me of the mission of the twelve Apostles. Jesus
first sent the twelve Apostles to the lost sheep of Israel (Matt. 10:6). He equally answered

the woman of Canaan in Matthew (15:24); “I was sent to the lost sheep of Israel.” These
words made me wonder. If Jesus sent his first disciples to the territory of Israel, therefore,
my first ministerial work would be to my own people as well. The saying ‘charity begins at

home’ became true in this situation. The experience I had as an immigrant and that of those
around me made me realize that solidarity can only be tested and be endured in times of
adversity. Love may only be appreciated
make

when there is a costly sacrifice. Do my people

such sacrifices on behalf of those who are theirs? Have they realized that to be a

Christian involves laying down one’s life for the other’s sake? I wanted to find out.

When I presented this topic to my superior, she encouraged me to work harder to add more
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flesh to it. I also discovered that it was scanty because I had not researched enough. I was
somehow discouraged, but as time went on, I started to gather strength. I prayed constantly
to God for the Spirit to strengthen me and for more wisdom.

Meeting with the Nigerian

Christian community was challenging. Some of my friends encouraged me. Some doubted
the possibility of its realization, stressing that no one had done such a project before. I
promised myself that I would be the first. I believed in myself.

I went ahead to draw the

outline for the project. At last, God granted me success. I give him all the glory.
In trying to give a holistic approach to the project, I sensed that the people that I am about
ministering to, have something unique. They have a culture. As a sociologist, I found out
that culture plays a very important role in the life of a people. I sensed that if [ would make a
head way in realizing this project, I would start from the place that makes the most influence
in the people’s life. As part of the group and having spent much of my

life in the Igbo

traditional society, I sensed immediately that the kind of life that we lived at home is quite
different from the one we are living in the United States. I saw an entering point for the
presentation of my topic to the Nigerian community. I saw the need for the realization of the
project.
The dictates of Igbo culture encourage mutual co-existence and solidarity. Have the Igbo
person forgotten about these dictates because he or she migrated to the United States?

Yes.

A lot of them have forgotten. Their new found environment has made a great impact on their
way of thinking and living. As the majority of the Igbo people profess Christianity as their
faith, I saw the need to use Christian ethics to correct the mistakes of the past. Have the
teachings of Christianity not enforced solidarity?

Love of God and neighbor is it not the

greatest commandment of the Christian faith? But we claim to be ignorant of this fact and

act in ways that promote hatred. Should we not be judged rightly by God when we fail in our
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Christian obligations?

During the first implementation period, when the topic was presented in a broader way to the
community, it was like igniting fire in a gallon of gas. When I looked on the faces of the
individuals as they told their immigration stories, I found out that a lot of them had been
going through one pain or the other. The majority of them had been injured by one relative
or the other as they moved newly to the United States. They expressed signs of hatred and
anger as they poured out their sorrow to the Christian congregation. It was a difficult time
for us. My people have been living with heavy burdens in their heart for these years. I sensed
that the Holy Spirit led me in the right direction as [ proposed to address this topic last
October. No wonder the persistence in my heart. Now I know the reason. I was called upon
to release a number of people from the bondage they have been for ages.

No wonder Jesus

said: “The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will see,
that the oppressed will be set free” (LK. 4:18). My intention was redemptive indeed. Now I
see the project as an act of salvation through which a number of people were made whole.
As a minister, have I not through this pastoral project sought to be empathic? I felt with my
people and thereby encouraged them to be strong.
As a minister and through my project, I assured my people of holiness and wholeness, i.e.
health of their spirit and soul. The message of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ

which I preached to them convinced them of this wholeness. That message according to
Richard

P. McBrien

in his

book

Ministry:

A

Theological

Pastoral

Handbook

(1987),

convinced the Nigerian Christian community that they have been redeemed from all evil

forces which undermine and indeed rob them of their God-given humanity. One of those evil
forces is disunity.

In looking at the subject matter, I sensed that though some people in the past have noticed
such an abnormality going on, a sincere approach was not employed to correct the mistake.
But this time I had to go to the roots of the matter. The root of the matter has one component.

It is the problem of the heart. It is the problem of the heart in that since we all profess
Christianity

as our religion;

none

of us has experienced

sincere

conversion

of heart---

metanoia. This is the conversion and repentance of heart which Jesus preached in the Gospel
of Mark (1:16): “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent and believe
the gospel”. As we are the redeemed people, I see the need for us as unique people to claim
and re-affirm the redemption which Jesus brought about, which is the harmony between and
among humanity which was soiled during the fall of our first parents. Conversion therefore,
entails re-orientation of one’s life and chooses to seek the kingdom

of God.

think there is nothing more precious than the kingdom of God, which is

For, Jesus, I

the healing and

renewing presence and activity of God on our behalf. Though conversion is act and process,

once-and-for-all and ongoing, its final test is continually expressed in love for the neighbor.
No wonder Jesus used the parable of the Good

Samaritan to explain to us what love of

neighbor is and what the kingdom of God looks like.
As a matter of fact, I realized the reason why Vatican II Document called all Christians to

holiness (Dogmatic Constitution on the Church: Lumen Gentium no.5:39). It is because the
Council Fathers wanted a just and fair society. This society is explicitly the kingdom of God
in its fullness. Yes, I desired for such a society. But how could such a society be realized in
this world? The

their priestly

Council Fathers gave the answer as they

ministry

by joining

in the offering

stressed:

“the faithful exercises

of the Eucharist,

by receiving

the

Sacraments, by offering prayer and thanksgiving, by giving witness through a holy life, and

by practicing self-denial and active charity” (Dogmatic Constitution on the Church no. 1:
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10). These statements explains that it is only in love can one become whole and holy. Love

is the only virtue that will facilitate a just and fair society.

How are we to achieve this kind of society? This particular idea led me to think about the
spirituality of the Focolare Movement. Unity is the characteristic of the spirituality of the
Focolare movement. Their gospel is expressed in the gospel of communion which explains
the best way to be family. The gospel of communion derives its strength from the Trinity. In
the Trinity, we learned that God is love. In the spirituality of unity, the members of this

movement lay a great emphasis on the communitarian dimension of the Christian life. As
they say, the Gospel is eminently communitarian---The Gospel of communion. A spirituality
of communion

means,

finally, to know

bearing each other’s burden

how

to make

room

for our brothers

and

sisters,

(Gal. 6:2). It is this kind of spirituality that the Vatican II

Council Fathers elaborated by seeing the Church as the body of Christ and the people
assembled in the bond of love of the Trinity.

As we build the Christian community of love,

The Spirit helps us to courageously face the struggles so that Christ himself will be present
to shower light on every part of it.
Unity in adversity

is rooted in the life of the early Christians

in Acts of the Apostles.

Through the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, the disciples remained together in heart and
spirit. Though they faced many difficulties, the difficulties did not deter them from realizing

their mission. The mission was to fulfill the mandate of Christ: “Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations; baptize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit; and teach them to observe all the commands I gave you. I am with you always,
yes, to the end of time”

(Matt.

28:19-20).

Today

we

are among

those who

have been

baptized in the name of the Trinity, and have been counted among the New People of God.
As I sought to minister to the people with a disposition that will fit into the 21% century
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pastoral approach, I first of all tried to seek ways to see what culture have to offer in the area

of solidarity among Nigerians. This I achieved by reminding the people that Igbo culture
enforces solidarity and co-existence as witnessed in the ‘umunna’ of the Igbo traditional
setting. In trying to link this character to the Christian life, the Scripture maintained that it is

only through love of God and neighbor can one achieve holiness and thereby be qualified to
enter into God’s

kingdom.

With

regard to the Church’s

tradition and

its effect on the

Christian life, the Second Vatican Council document stressed that every Christian by virtue
of baptism is called to holiness. As I have sought to ensure wholeness

in the life of the

people that I minister to, I sought to work in consonance with the evangelical attitude of the
Second Vatican Council Fathers as I conclude; thus:

Likewise the Church, living in various circumstances in the course
of time, has used the discoveries of different cultures so that in her

preaching, she might spread and explain the message of Christ to all
nations, that she might examine it and more deeply understand it,
that she might give it better expression in liturgical celebration and
in the varied life of the community of the faithful. (Gaudium et Spes,
no. 58).

As I have done the planting, [ pray the Holy Spirit to water the plants, and God
to grant the increase (1 Cor. 3:7).
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APPENDIX A
TESTIMONY

This testimony came barely a week after the implementation of this pastoral
project. Within the first week of March 2012, I received a phone call from a
member

of

the

Nigerian

community

who

attended

my

project’s

final

implementation session. I was told how he met with a Nigerian couple who
arrived three months to the United States with a lottery Visa. The couple came
to the United States only with $1000.00 (One Thousand U. S. dollars). They
had no relative here in the United States. The most striking aspect of the story
was that the wife was pregnant. As the couple had no one and no where to stay,
they ended up living in the homeless shelter.
He told me that the wife of the man was not looking healthy and moreover, they
are Muslims.
this was
cautioned

They are of the Hausa tribe of northern Nigeria. I told him that

the time
him

to put into practice

to be careful

because

what

we

the way

preached
he treats

few
the

days
couple

ago.
would

determine how they will see him as a Christian. The man later took the couple
out of the homeless shelter and brought them to his own house. The wife was
taken to the hospital for checkup.

In the hospital it was

found out that the

woman’s pregnancy was long overdue with two months. The pregnancy was
induced and the woman delivered safely of a bouncing baby boy. The man and
the wife brought them home and took good care of them.
Presently, the man has been helped to get a social security card and was able to
secure a job. The family helped the wife to get a medical insurance. Presently,
the couple has moved into their own apartment. They are living happily. This is
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I

love in action. I think this pastoral project have started to bear fruit as we
anticipated. To God belongs all the glory. Amen. Alleluia!!!

APPENDIX B

Announcement January 30, 2012

You are cordially invited to a meeting in view of the first Pastoral Project implementation

session of our dear brother Ohizu Julian. It will be an opportunity for us to seek ways
through which we can foster solidarity and mutual co-existence among Nigerians in Houston
Texas.

Date:

February 2, 2012.

Time: 6:00 pm.

Venue: Mountain of Prayer and Praise Auditorium.

Please, mark your calendar.

Brother S.

(Publicity Committee)
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