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Introduction 

Providing the instruction, wherewithal, motivation and opportunity to lead a truly 

prayerful life is among the most important and vital obligations of an individual church 

community. Confronted with the blessings and challenges of daily life, contemporary 

Christians long for the consolation and celebration of prayer. Just as our accomp- 

lishments in “life” are usually a reflection of our organization and dedication to the work 

at hand, so is our spiritual life a reflection of our ability to converse with God regularly 

and fruitfully. But prayer is not something that necessarily comes easily to contemporary 

Christians; even for those who find the act of prayer comfortable and comforting, regular 

prayer often is relegated to Sunday services. Praying continuously tends in modern 

interpretation to mean praying when it’s convenient or advantageous. As church, we fail 

ourselves and our parishioners if we do not provide the basis and the framework for a 

prayerful life. 

 



L 

Project Proposal 

Recognition of the need to offer a stronger foundation for a prayerful life has 

come to Trinity Episcopal Church in Indianapolis from two sources. Word filtered 

through the community of St. Richard’s Episcopal School that one of their own had been 

stricken with breast cancer. The diagnosis was late, the cancer advanced, the prognosis 

poor. Teachers, administrators and support staff turned to Trinity clergy in their desire to 

take to God in prayer the terror, grief and hope they shared. A weekly prayer service was 

established for this diverse group of adults from a variety of religious traditions. At first 

they met to address their fears and hopes as their colleague faced each step of her 

treatment. Gradually they discovered the strengthening, nurturing power of prayer 

answered other deep longings, and they expressed their desire to continue these early 

morning services that had come to be called “Midweek Prayers.” 

At the same time, Trinity clergy were aware that parishioners had become less 

than faithful about the 8:30 a.m. eucharistic Wednesday liturgy that had long been a part 

of the community’s tradition. Perhaps Morning Prayer — especially the opportunity for 

intercessory prayer — would be a more welcome and productive part of the church’s 

calendar. The Rev. Nancy Ferriani, who had been working with the St. Richard’s group, 

believed that both pastoral problems might share a single resolution: the incorporation of 

“Midweek Prayers” with aspects of the more formal Episcopal Morning Prayer to 

develop and nurture a community of prayer among an ecumenical group, with shared 

leadership of laity and clergy. “Midweek Prayers” was announced in the weekly Trinity 
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bulletin and moved from its school location to the church sanctuary next door. Two of the 

clergy alternated with two lay persons leading the brief service. 

The pastoral concern was to develop and implement a regular Morning Praise that 

serves both the Trinity and St. Richard’s communities with a service offered for the 

special intentions of the communities and their individual members. 

We are fortunate in the Episcopal Church that Morning Prayer is “one of the 

purest forms of Christian common prayer to be found anywhere in the world.” (Bouyer in 

Liturgical Piety, as quoted in Taft, Liturgy of the Hours in East and West, 323). It is a 

beautiful service, including opening sentences from Scripture, confession, invitatory and 

psalter, a lesson and canticle, prayers, a collect, thanksgiving and hymns. It is simple, 

brief and meaningful. And, because it can be led by lay persons, establishing it as a 

regular part of the Trinity tradition does not add another layer of responsibility solely 

upon the already overburdened clergy. 

To simply announce and implement a formal Episcopal Morning Prayer service, 

however, misses significant parts of the pastoral equation. Because much of the St. 

Richard’s community is neither Episcopalian nor Roman Catholic, they have limited 

acquaintance with either the historical purpose and mandate of the Daily Offices or the 

use of a participatory guide such as The Book of Common Prayer. We are eager to 

continue both the ecumenical flavor and the intercessory nature of the service established 

as “Midweek Prayers” in response to the call from the people of St. Richard’s. 

Simultaneously, we want to extend the appeal of this service to the Trinity parish 

by grounding it in the historical Offices in a way that connects each Christian participant  



to the tradition of prayer and the joy of community. We recognize with Taft the value of 

empowering all members of the community to be a part of this intercessory service: 

One can and must pray for everyone, including the Church and her needs 
and intentions. But no one can pray in place of anyone else, like some 
living prayer wheel that spins on vicariously while the world goes about 
its business. Some can be called to assume freely the obligations of a life 
more totally dedicated to prayer in common, but not in the sense that they 
are “official pray-ers” for others who thereby can consider themselves 
freed from the evangelical command to pray. The burden of common 
prayer is incumbent on all. 

(361-362) 

We agree with his argument that sharing such services, as all Christian life is shared, 

informs and enriches the prayer in which we engage as individuals. It provides us with 

the habit of prayer, thereby enriching our individual spiritual lives. Those who pray with 

regularity, Taft says, are more likely to pray every day. And such structured prayer keeps 

us more closely connected with God, less likely to postpone or set aside that spiritual 

connection in the press of more mundane obligations. (370) 

Kenneth F. Korby (Christians at Prayer) expresses a similar thought in a 

beautifully moving passage: 

There is nothing merely “natural” about Christian prayer, although there is 
in our creature life an “instinct” to pray. Neither is it self-evident that 
prayers are heard. He who cries out in the void of his heart will cry out 
into a void. He may hear only the echo of his words and receive, sonarlike, 

the playback of his own desires. As human beings learn to talk by listening 
to others around them, so liturgical prayer must be learned by listening to 
“Our Father,” to the Word addressed to us, and to the company of the 
family of God among whom we live. Where that lively and life-giving 
Word is received in the heart of faith, the prayer that is “conversation with 
God” happens. 

(115)  



Our pastoral response was to design and implement an attractive and convenient 

“Midweek Prayers” service that would encourage the participation of both Trinity 

parishioners and St. Richard’s staff. Without the opportunity for such participation, they 

miss a part of the prayerful life that is both required of Christians and a part of the grace 

given to them. Our goal was further to establish a format that was comfortable for the 

participants, the beginning of a framework that would perpetuate lay leadership for the 

weekly service and a process through which intentions could be communicated to the 

leadership. 

The design process would be carried out over a period of nine consecutive weeks 

at the beginning of the 1998-99 school year. Participation by a diverse group would be 

invited, including both the St. Richard’s personnel and Trinity parishioners. Additionally, 

because of Trinity’s central location on a main artery from the Indianapolis, Indiana, 

northside into the downtown area, persons from other traditions would be invited to test 

whether such a service might be appealing and useful to a wider fellowship. The project 

would be planned in a theological reflection process with faculty and staff of St. 

Richard’s. 

Progress would be evaluated in theological reflection with participants midway 

through the process, and again at the conclusion of the introductory period. The mid- 

process evaluation would function as a “mid-course correction” opportunity, measuring 

the comfort and satisfaction level of participants and incorporating their thoughts and 

suggestions. The concluding evaluation would focus on whether or not we had been 

successful in establishing a regular weekly intercessory prayer service that is satisfying to  



both the tradition of the Offices and the ecumenical background of the non-Catholic 

participants. 

 



IL. 

Theological Reflection in Planning and Implementation 

The theological reflection in the planning stages of this project was encumbered 

by the fact that St. Richard’s school had undergone a significant capital development and 

improvement campaign over the previous year, with substantial physical enhancements 

made to the building during the summer months. As a result, faculty and staff were 

burdened in addition to the ordinary stresses of opening a new school year with the rush 

to complete construction and the relocation of classrooms and equipment. Administrative 

staff was understandably beleaguered and less interested in or cooperative with the 

planning process than we had initially hoped. 

Similarly, important changes under way at Trinity Church served to erode the 

clergy’s ability to assist and focus on the project it had initially approved. The rector’s 

resignation, an unexpected health problem for the senior associate rector in spring, and 

the summer vacation schedule all conspired to bring us precariously close to the first 

Wednesday in September (our anticipated introduction date) without a firm commitment 

for participation in the planning process by either Trinity or St. Richard’s personnel. 

(A third problem — as yet unrecognized at this stage, but which would later 

become apparent — was that the St. Richard’s faculty and staff and the Trinity clergy had 

remarkably different expectations for the Midweek Prayers service itself. Lacking that 

important part of the equation in July and August, however, we moved forward.) 

We contacted the St. Richard’s administration (Appendix I), and eventually 

gathered the names of several members of the St. Richard’s faculty and staff who were  



believed to have been instrumental in establishing the initial prayer service the prior year. 

We sent out written invitations to involved parishioners at Trinity advising them of the 

purpose of the project and inviting their participation (Appendix II), and similar 

invitations to others from outside either Trinity or St. Richard’s who had expressed 

interest in the project. (Appendix IIT) Responses varied, but even those who expressed 

avid interest in the project were unable to commit to an initial meeting. When it became 

clear that our strategy for a group theological reflection to assist in the planning phase of 

the project was not going to materialize, we adapted the plan to a series of reflection 

interactions with small groups and individuals. We met with two St. Richard’s faculty 

members in the library as they prepared their rooms for the first day of school; another 

telephoned us from Hilton Head and spoke for more than half an hour on the final day of 

her vacation; two more pulled up chairs and talked as we awaited an opportunity to 

address the entire staff during an in-service session. One clergy member found time for a 

private meeting; a second talked at length by telephone. And one-by-one, sometimes two- 

by-two, we listened and observed and shared thoughts in theological reflection with 

several of those who would be more or less involved during the nine weeks of the project 

implementation. 

Because of the way the process occurred, we adapted, too, our initial plan for a 

formal, tri-polar method of group theological reflection and turned to the advice of 

Patricia O’Connell Killen on “Assisting Adults to Think Theologically” (Whitehead, 

103-111). Following her lead in each instance when we were able to interact with those 

who had an interest in the project, we channeled conversations along the four steps to  



theological thinking, beginning with nonjudgmental narration of experience. In one-on- 

one conversations and very small groups, we found this personal story-telling approach to 

be particularly non-threatening and comfortable. It was also especially helpful in 

understanding the diverse traditions that were coming together in Midweek Prayers — 

Roman Catholic, Quaker, Assemblies of God, Presbyterian, Methodist, Episcopalian and 

more. We were especially attentive to participants’ stories of their interaction with 

themselves, their families, natural world, religious heritage and culture (106), listening 

for clues to what had brought them to this service and for what they were seeking from it 

(identifying the heart of the matter). 

As we listened carefully to the stories, the correlation began to identify itself for 

us. Interestingly, it seemed, the intercessory nature of the original St. Richard’s prayer 

service, the need to bear together the pain and fear of a colleague’s life-threatening 

illness, had given way to another theological theme. In the middle of the week, in the 

midst of contemporary struggles and stresses, the participants sought not so much God’s 

intervention in times of illness and need, but simply a reaffirmation of God’s presence in 

their day-to-day lives. “I need a time to reflect and give thanks and pray,” said one. “I 

need to spend a few minutes thinking and praying,” said another. “I like the quiet; we 

need that for our own selves,” said a third. “The important thing is that we are there 

together,” said yet another. “To develop an attitude of praise and prayer,” said one more. 

Through these sessions, we clearly “identified new learnings and calls to action” 

(109), identifying the original participants’ goals as more personal and less intercessory 

than we had originally thought. Through our attempts to invite support from the group  



members, encouraging them to commit to leadership roles in Midweek Prayers and to 

instituting systems for communicating intercessory requests, we also began to identify 

what would become a significant problem with the theory of the project. While most of 

the group were enthusiastic about the need for structured Midweek Prayers, all were 

ambivalent about taking responsibility for it. Clergy were adamant that St. Richard’s 

faculty and staff should be in leadership roles. The laity were equally resolute; while they 

craved the availability of such services, none was willing to commit to regular 

participation, let alone leadership. 

It gradually became clear that we had structured the project around the clergy’s 

expectations for Midweek Prayers, which were very different from those of the St. 

Richard’s personnel. The former saw a group of sincere and educated individuals who 

were capable of managing the solution to their needs with appropriate guidance from the 

clergy. The latter saw their school’s affiliation with Trinity Church as giving them almost 

a special privilege in having their spiritual needs met on request; it was, so to speak, one 

of the “perks” of employment in a religious-based school. 

That attitude led to the disappointment of the mid-course reflection. St. Richard’s 

participants in Midweek Prayers regularly stopped after each week’s service to voice 

their feelings — praising certain readings or prayers, commenting on the direction the 

process seemed to be taking — but none responded to the written reminder of the 

scheduled reflection (Appendix V). And none attended. Nor did any member of the 

clergy.  



Only three people were at the reflection — one Trinity parishioner who had agreed 

to act as facilitator; one individual affiliated with neither Trinity nor St. Richards; and the 

project planner. (Other Trinity parishioners and unaffiliated participants had declined in 

advance, citing prior commitments or conflicts. No St. Richard’s personnel responded to 

the invitation, either to accept or decline. Nor did any clergy attend.) As a result, we 

learned little from this session, other than what was becoming increasingly obvious from 

attendance and participation at Midweek Prayers: the clergy were pleased that a 

Wednesday morning service was occurring with lay leadership, and St. Richard’s 

personnel were comfortable that, should they wish to attend, some kind of service was 

happening before the school bells rang on Wednesday. 

The two participants who attended the reflection spoke briefly about their 

contentment with the service, but offered little new or different from the insights gleaned 

during the reflections held in August. 
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Analysis and Interpretation of Knowledge Gained 

“Let anyone with ears listen!” (Mt. 11:15) Of all the things we learned during the 

process of this project, perhaps none was so valuable as that admonition from Scripture. 

The Whiteheads cite it in advising that the first step in their three-stage method of 

theological reflection in ministry is “attending,” defined as: 

Seeking out the information on a particular pastoral concern that is avail- 
able in personal experience, Christian tradition, and cultural resources. 
Listening critically while suspending judgment. 

(13, Emphasis added) 

We began this project with a set of expectations gleaned primarily from 

consultation with Trinity clergy and an outline and plan based on our own experience and 

preferences as they applied to those expectations. By listening closely and attentively 

during reflection sessions with those who would attend Midweek Prayers, and to 

Scripture, tradition and cultural resources, we learned that there were other, equally valid 

expectations for the service, and that it would take compromise and commitment by all if 

Midweek Prayers was to be established as a viable and rich addition to the services 

offered at Trinity Episcopal Church. 

A. Designing the service. 

Our initial plan, based on the expectations of Trinity clergy, was that the 

Midweek Prayers service would be grounded in the Daily Offices, strongly resembling 

the formal Episcopalian Morning Prayer service, “one of the purest forms of Christian 

- 12  



common prayer to be found anywhere in the world.” (Taft, 323) What we learned from 

the participants, however, was clearly at odds with those expectations. While the Daily 

Offices may be, as one clergyperson said, “a perfect service,” it does not mesh perfectly 

with the desires and needs of the ecumenical group who would gather each Wednesday 

morning at Trinity. This group wanted something more simple, something less structured 

and more spontaneous, something shorter, quieter and more akin to the kind of service 

that might occur if a cadre of friends met in a private home for morning devotions. In a 

series of interviews published in The Indianapolis Star on September 20, 1998, religion 

reporter Judith Cebula wrote of two Mormon missionaries who met each morning for 

prayer. Sitting on lawn chairs outside their rented house, the two open prayer books each 

morning and choose a hymn to sing softly. They read aloud from the Mormon Missionary 

Guide, and share other Mormon teachings. This kind of communal prayer — adjusting the 

content to the context — seemed more in keeping with what those who would attend 

Midweek Prayers sought. 

But that kind of service requires either a camaraderie that was not present among 

the diverse group of St. Richard’s personnel, Trinity parishioners and others participating 

in the process, or a leadership commitment that was equally absent. The answer, we felt, 

was a compromise service that gave nodding appreciation to the Daily Offices, but with a 

more contemporary and informal approach. Because leadership was a problem (see B. 

Perpetuating leadership, below), we needed a resource that could provide the foundation 

for a pre-planned service, but that also could be adapted on the spot by whoever made up 

the assemblage on any given Wednesday morning. Ideally, the service should permit as  



many of those present who wish to participate by reading as possible, while being equally 

smooth if only one individual chose to function as leader. 

We found Pray Without Ceasing by Zimmerman ef al to be such a resource. This 

wonderful text is a contemporary design for Morning and Evening Prayer. The authors’ 

expressed goal was “to make the prayer more accessible to a larger number of people,” 

and toward that end they studied, translated, adapted and restructured communal prayer 

services for “any Christian who wishes to enter into the daily rhythm of the Paschal 

Mystery.” (10) Because that so well described the group for whom this project was 

designed, Pray Without Ceasing became the defining guide for the service that evolved 

through the nine-week process. With the encouragement of the authors, we adapted their 

fourfold structure to the smaller, less formal group that gathered each week at Trinity, 

and found that this diverse assembly of teachers, congregants and staff members 

appreciated the inclusive language, careful translations, psalmody and intercessory prayer 

that are so important to the services that comprise Pray Without Ceasing. 

The nine services of the project (Appendix VII through XV) pulled aspects — 

prayers, readings, translations — from other resources to supplement the rites in 

Zimmerman’s work, demonstrating how the service could be adapted with leadership in 

place to individualize each week’s offering. But there clearly is no need to reinvent this 

liturgical wheel; Zimmerman’s group has done an extraordinary job, and Pray Without 

Ceasing can well stand alone as the guidebook for Trinity’s Midweek Prayers.  



B. Perpetuating leadership. 

We entered this project believing that a core group of St. Richard’s personnel 

were dedicated to the concept of Midweek Prayers and prepared to step into leadership 

roles. Our task, we believed, would merely be establishing the framework to perpetuate 

that leadership. By listening closely and attentively to the teachers and staff members, we 

learned they had an abiding desire for the nurturing and comforting experience of 

communal prayer, but responsibility for making it happen was seen as a task more 

properly assigned to Trinity clergy. St. Richard’s personnel were unwilling to commit to 

any system obligating them to assume leadership roles on even as infrequent a basis as 

one month out of each school year. Nor were they alone in that posture. Lay leaders from 

the Trinity parish declined to participate in the project, and parishioners and others who 

did participate declined to commit beyond the conclusion of the nine-week process. 

We learned two valuable lessons from this experience. First, listening with our 

ears is not sufficient. To attend and truly hear what is being said requires one to listen 

with the eyes and mind, as well. Often behaviors belie words. For instance, while one St. 

Richard’s participant had been a leader in calling for Midweek Prayers, and eagerly 

contributed her time, thoughts and feelings to the theological reflection, she made it a 

practice to arrive a few moments late to each service, thereby avoiding leadership or 

readership roles. 

We learned, too, that establishing a framework to perpetuate leadership must be 

seen as a long-term project that most likely will require the involvement and commitment 

of one of the active Trinity committees such as Pastoral Care or Spirituality. A minimum  



of 12 lay persons will be required to rotate through leadership positions taking 

responsibility for designing services as well as leading them. Those lay persons must be 

sufficiently committed to the process that they can withstand the disappointment of 

Wednesday mornings when they might well be the only individual participating in this 

“communal” prayer service. Along with that framework, a process of catechesis must be 

undertaken to build enthusiasm and participation from the Trinity parish. We need 

homilies that focus on prayer in general and Midweek Prayer in particular. We need 

newsletters and bulletins that educate and encourage membership. And we need classes 

to instruct the youth of the church in the importance and value of communal prayer. 

Implementing Midweek Prayers with that kind of commitment can provide parishioners 

with a two-fold opportunity: to enrich their own prayer lives, and to incorporate prayer as 

a regular family activity. 

C Communicating intentions. 

As the project began, we understood that intercessory prayer for the specific 

intentions of the participants and community was an integral part of the process. In the 

small group reflection sessions with St. Richard’s personnel, we were told that some 

system must be established for communicating intentions between St. Richard’s and the 

Trinity clergy. Many who might appreciate being included in Midweek Prayers, we were 

told, might be uncomfortable having their names read during Trinity’s intercessions at 

Sunday Eucharist. Devising a system of communication with protection, then, was at the 

outset an important goal for the project.  



As we listened to the participants both in reflection sessions and in conversations 

following Midweek Prayers services each week, we learned that they were quite 

comfortable enunciating their own intentions within the context of the intercessions, and 

that writing those intentions down was an unnecessary formality. The intimacy of 

Midweek Prayers offers a natural atmosphere for voicing one’s individual concerns and 

thanksgivings which can then be shared by all present. No formal system of 

communicating those intentions is required. 

 



Iv. 

Analysis and Interpretation of Project Evaluation 

The final reflection/evaluation of the project took place on the Saturday following 

the ninth and final Midweek Prayers service. Reminder notices (Appendix VI) were 

distributed at Midweek Prayers on each of the two weeks prior, and mailed to Mrs. 

Ferriani. Seven participants attended, including three Trinity parishioners, one 

Episcopalian from another parish, and two non-affiliated individuals who had partici- 

pated in most of the Midweek Prayers services (both are members of a United Methodist 

church). Mrs. Ferriani later explained that she had attempted to attend the session, but 

misread the reminder notice and went to the wrong location. No one from the St. 

Richard’s faculty or staff attended. 

The session lasted approximately 90 minutes, and was extraordinarily helpful, 

providing valuable clues for how Midweek Prayers should be structured in the future. 

The participants uniformly agreed that the nine-week exercise had been worthwhile for 

them, and that the opportunity for silent reflection and prayer was one of the most 

important parts of the service. It provided, said one, “a chance to reflect on what’s going 

on in your life.” 

“The meaning to me,” said another, “was just the stopping and going. The week 

just continues to gain momentum as it goes along, and it’s nice to take the time out.” All 

agreed that the Wednesday timing was an advantage, allowing them to break into their 

routine and focus on things of real import.  



The also expressed approval of the silent meditation periods included in the final 

design of the service. “The silence is essential,” one participant said. “It is the essence — 

bringing people to a place of worship for their own reflection and silent prayer.” 

One person, however, felt the two periods of silent reflection that had become 

normal for the service might be one too many. “It’s not that I can’t fill that time,” he said, 

“but I may not fill it with just my thoughts.” He frequently, he explained, used one or 

both silences to read from The Book of Common Prayer, or to repeat one of the prayers 

or readings from the morning’s service. He and the others, however, agreed that such 

exercises were not without merit in focusing the participant’s thoughts. 

Several of the participants in the first reflections had voiced a wish for the 

inclusion of some music in the service, and we had thought our inability to fulfill that 

hope might have been a failure in the evolution of Midweek Prayers. The evaluators, 

though, were of one mind in rejecting that. “Definitely not,” they agreed. “Those of us 

who are musically impaired were spared the embarrassment,” one said, while another 

confessed to being “somewhat put off by the hymnal.” 

The most forceful comment regarding the possible inclusion of music — “If I want 

to go to the circus, I will wait until Ringling Bros. comes to town.” — came from the 

participant who consistently evidenced the most conservative view of not only Midweek 

Prayers, but all religious services. An acolyte as a child, he had grown up in an Episcopal 

church that was much more rigid, and admitted that he remains uneasy with such 

contemporary rites as the passing of the peace (“That’s not why you are in church. You 

are not there to glad hand people. You are there to commune with God.” Interestingly,  



others who had grown up in the Episcopal or Roman Catholic church were similarly 

ambivalent. “I am a little put off by that, too,” said one, suggesting that there was ample 

opportunity for personal greetings before and after services for those who are so inclined. 

In fairness, it should be noted that all four Episcopalians in the group consistently attend 

Rite One services, the most conservative of the Anglican or Episcopalian rites.) 

Nor were any of the evaluators interested in adding such features as a “mini- 

sermon” or “thought for the day” to Midweek Prayers. “Having someone stand up and 

say, ‘This is the 4" Wednesday after blah blah, so we ought to think about ...’ that leads 

you into a trap,” one offered. 

One man recalled a Wednesday morning Eucharist held at another Episcopal 

church for many years in the ’50s and ’60s. The service was attended primarily by 

businessmen, he said, and there were frequently as many as 50 men present. His curiosity 

about why no such service currently exists, led to a discussion of the timing of Midweek 

Prayers and the Wednesday morning Eucharist it had replaced. All agreed that the 7:30 

a.m. time was much preferable to the 8:30 Eucharist, which they felt was too late for 

employed people and too early for stay-at-homes. 

They also liked the less structured and less formal service that evolved during the 

nine-week project, and its brevity. “What was nice was that it was so short and sweet,” 

one said. Another said, “there’s something very comforting to me to repeat those same 

words every Sunday (but) it’s really important that this service be different and the 

prayers be different.” A third agreed, saying that the Sunday Eucharist can be “practically 

by rote. But Wednesday, because it’s different, you reflect more.”  



The non-Episcopalians said they had felt perfectly comfortable with both the 

setting and the service. While they had initially been a bit apprehensive about kneeling, 

they said, by the end of the nine weeks nothing was uncomfortable. (It should be noted 

that, while individuals were expressly invited to “stand, sit or kneel, as is your tradition” 

for certain prayers, virtually everyone present knelt each week. Those who ordinarly 

would sit or stand may have knelt because of some perceived pressure to participate in 

the specific setting.) 

While most evaluators professed to have enjoyed participating in the readings and 

prayers, it should be noted that not everyone likes to do so. And sometimes those who 

don’t mind reading would prefer to have advance notice that they will do so. One man 

asked that future planners remember, “We are not the Toastmaster’s Club.” It was 

sometimes disconcerting, he said, to be asked as he entered the church to serve as a 

reader or leader. This mild complaint (from one who read frequently and well during the 

nine-week process) emphasizes the importance of establishing something to fill the 

leadership vacuum at Midweek Prayers. Although some participants did decline when 

asked to serve as a reader or leader, it is possible that others agreed to do so only because 

they were reluctant to refuse. But they may not have been comfortable having the role 

thrust, however gently, upon them. 

Certain aspects of Midweek Prayers were singled out as making the experience 

more valuable and meaningful to the participants. Among the most popular components 

was the inclusion of prayers and readings from a variety of sources, including Native 

American prayers and translations from prayer books used in other English-speaking  



cultures, especially the New Zealand Book of Common Prayer. Participants agreed that 

those things allowed them to look at certain prayers and texts from a different perspective 

and sometimes gain new understandings. 

Keeping the services brief (10-15 minutes) was an important advantage for the 

participants, all of whom are employed and attended on their way to work. That 

preference may explain why the Wednesday morning Eucharist did not suit their needs. 

Though none of the St. Richard’s personnel attended the evaluation session, a few of 

them did comment following services how much they appreciated the timing, allowing 

them to participate and still be in their rooms ready for students by 8 a.m. 

In addition to the silent meditation time, evaluators especially enjoyed being able 

to take a copy of the service with them when they left Midweek Prayers. “It was nice to 

have them for later in the week,” one woman said. In fact, one of the participants 

followed that comment with a suggestion that was embraced by all present. Noting that 

he had been able to attend only about half of the nine services, he asked if it might be 

possible to establish an e-mail subscription for the Midweek Prayers services. If the 

prayers could be e-mailed to subscribers each Monday, he said, individuals could 

participate on their own at the same time even when it was not possible to be present in 

the church at 7:30 a.m. on Wednesday. 

All of the evaluators expressed an interest in continuing to attend Midweek 

Prayers, if not on a regular basis then at least occasionally. Comments ranged from “I 

definitely would” to “I might go once in a while.” In fairness, though, it should be noted 

that the individuals participating in the evaluation session shared a personal interest in the  



project. In the two months since the project concluded, none of them has attended a 

Midweek Prayers service. 

Finally, it seems important to include the final comment of one of the Trinity 

parishioners who participated in the process and the evaluation. Despite his religious 

conservatism and his repeated lament that formal, Rite One Morning Prayer was not 

regularly offered at Trinity, he had particularly enjoyed the new translations and prayers 

to which he had been introduced during this project. Still, he said, “If no one is willing to 

put forth that effort, there still is a service in the prayer book.” 

It must be acknowledged that those who attended the evaluation reflection had a 

personal interest in the success of the project, and that those who were more removed did 

not participate. But their remarks were clearly sincere and should be seen as offering 

some valuable direction for the future of Midweek Prayers. To a person, they found a 

brief 7:30 a.m. service infinitely preferable to a later Eucharist, and were most definite 

that the opportunity for silent meditation and reflection should be included in the service. 

It should be noted that some are clearly disconcerted by being asked to take a leadership 

or reader role at the last moment, so some kind of system must be established to 

perpetuate leadership if the service is to survive and grow. The enthusiasm with which all 

present embraced the concept of an “e-mail subscription” gives the proposal merit for the 

long term. Perhaps there is some way whereby the text of a weekly Midweek Prayers 

service can be provided in advance to interested persons to encourage participation both 

in person and at a distance.  



V. 

Theological Reflection 

We began this project with the belief that prayer is essential to our relationship 

with God. The importance of prayer — of our ability to pray comfortably in conversation 

with God — formed the central theological theme of the project. As the project developed, 

other themes developed as well, leading us to examine issues of fellowship, church and 

community. Could we develop a format for communal prayer that would speak to persons 

from a variety of traditions, bringing them together in a fellowship of prayer? (Our initial 

inclusion of the intercessory prayer theme was abandoned when it became apparent 

during the process that this was not an issue that spoke to the participants. Although 

intercessory prayer was an important part of the equation when Midweek Prayers was 

instituted in 1997, by the time this project was begun the issue had been replaced for 

participants by the need for individual prayer opportunities.) 

We are mindful of Paul’s guidance: 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circum- 

stances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
1 Thess. 5:16 

And we recall from both the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures God’s repeated invitation 

to conversation: 

Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. 

When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your 
heart, I will let you find me, says the Lord. 

Jer. 29:12-13  



So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will 
find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks 
receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, 
the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if your child 
asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? Or if the child asks for 

an egg, will give a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to give 

good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him! 

Lk. 11:9-13 

Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know 
how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too 

deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind 
of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the 

will of God. 
Rom. 8:26-27 

I will pray with the spirit, but I will pray with the mind also; I will sing 
praise with the spirit, but I will sing praise with the mind also. 

1 Cor. 14:16 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your 

gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about 
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus. 
Phil. 4:4-7 

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any 

cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? 
They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over 
them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith 
will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has 
committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to one 
another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer 

of the righteous is powerful and effective. 
Jas. 5:13-16 

We are mindful, too, of Korby’s definition of prayer as “the life of the Church 

because prayer is ‘faith in action,’ the faith by which the righteous live.” (115) It is, he  



quotes Gregory of Nyssa, “colloquy with God.” (114) When so considered, communal 

prayer becomes not a rigid and structured exercise, not something to be delegated to 

clergy and religious on behalf of the church community, but something real and personal, 

a way to connect each Christian to the tradition of prayer and the joy of community. 

Taft refers to such communal prayer (specifically the Liturgy of the Hours) as a 

celebration of the Christian life, “a common celebration of what we are, or rather of what 

we have become and are ever becoming in Christ.” (347) It is, he says, “a framework that 

molds and feeds and moderates our private prayer.” (370) Taft notes the great consoling 

and strengthening power of such prayer, the sense of solidarity felt not just with those 

who share the immediate celebration, but with humankind through the ages — the 

communion of saints. When the community comes together to praise God and dedicate 

the new day, we are, he reminds us, doing what Christians have done since the time of 

Jesus in limitless ways, places and circumstances. 

When the nine-week project process had concluded, one of the participants sent a 

written acknowledgment of that reality. He wrote: 

Whatever the message of a particular morning, each of us took a breath — a 
moment to say thanks — or help — or please; each of us is/was slightly 
more human and devout because of our passage through Morning Praise. 

It is in the giving/taking of a moment of reflection that we confess we are 
God’s to redeem. 
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We read that note as confirmation that in formatting Midweek Prayers we had at 

least somewhat attained the level of assertion sought in the Whitehead model of 

reflection calling for  



a style of behavior which acknowledges the value of one’s own needs and 
convictions in a manner that respects the needs and convictions of others. 

(15) 

The needs and convictions of others were sought through the first series of individual and 

small group reflections prior to the beginning of the nine-week process, the interactions 

with individual participants following the weekly Midweek Prayers services, and through 

other cultural sources. Cebula’s interviews in The Indianapolis Star, compared the need 

for communal morning prayer in several different traditions and cultures. It was 

enlightening that each emphasized the importance of the two features that became so vital 

to this project: community and silence. 

Muslims, Cebula wrote, come together for morning praise at least once each week 

in response to the Prophet’s declaration that God blesses those who pray together 27 

times more than those who pray alone. “We build community,” she quoted one Muslim. 

“We help each other to be conscious of Allah throughout the day.” The gift of stillness 

and quiet in community, he said, offers a new beginning in life. “We come from the 

womb of darkness that is peaceful and quiet, and we are being fed through our prayers to 

Allah. We have the strength to live peacefully through the day to come.” 

A Benedictine sister echoed that sentiment, explaining 

“The silence and the quiet and the breaking of it through prayer together 
is integral to who we are together. It reminds us what we have dedicated 
our lives to. In the silence and the stillness, the sisters are together in this.  



At a Pentecostal church, Cebula wrote, members of the community come together 

in one place for morning prayers six days a week. They do so even though each prays 

individually, in his or her own words, as loudly or silently as the Spirit moves. Still, the 

experience provides the same kind of strength and comfort for the Pentecostal participant 

as that noted by those who attend more traditional morning services: 

When I start out the day talking with God, I know He will take 
care of everything. And because I start out praying with my brothers and 
sisters, He is with me and He will be with me the whole day. 

Their sense of community and partnership in prayer seemed to reinforce that fellowship 

described in Acts 2:46-47: 

Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke 
bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising 

God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord 

added to their number those who were being saved. 

In designing the weekly Midweek Prayers services, we sought to develop a 

continuity of communion in prayer that would speak to this diverse group of participants. 

Because silent reflection and meditation was such a recurring theme in both the 

conversation of the participants and cultural resources, we considered how best to include 

adequate periods of silence in the service. Scotto warned in Liturgy of the Hours that 

“our modern society with all its movement and sound, is not accustomed to silence and in 

general is not very comfortable with it.” (150) He encouraged planners to remember that 

reverent periods of silence represent much more than the absence of other elements. 

Silence must be conditioned by an attitude and a spirit of sensitive receptivity. He 

0g.  



recommended, and we found it to be particularly useful to include silences after the 

psalms, after readings, and before or after the responsory. We attempted, too, to pay 

special attention to his counsel for the placement of silent periods: 

These periods of silence must be well integrated into the rhythm of the 
entire service. If the celebration is rushed then these silent pauses will 
seem unnatural and forced and thus meaningless. This valuable time of 

prayer must be a time for slowing down, for relaxation and repose, for 
solace and recuperation of peace and strength. And yet, at the same time, 

we must avoid falling into the opposite excess of an indiscriminate 
multiplication or prolongation of silences which could, in effect ... cause 
the faithful to be uncomfortable or bored. 

(151) 

(We note that, in the evaluation session, one participant expressed just those feelings, 

suggesting that perhaps the inclusion of two periods of silence in a 10-15 minute service 

were excessive. See page 19, above.) 

Because we sought to establish a sense of community among individuals from so 

many different traditions, we attempted to search the earliest roots of communal Christian 

morning prayer for elements that would create a sense of familiarity and belonging for all 

who participated. Bradshaw, in The Search for the Origins of Christian Worship, 

provided valuable direction, tracing the roots of the Daily Offices to its Jewish 

beginnings. He emphasized the selective use of psalmody and hymnody, intercessions 

and, often, an absence of Scripture reading. (187-188) Hatchett’s Commentary on the 

American Prayer Book likewise traces the office to historic Judaism, where, he says, 

services of psalms and prayers were offered both morning and evening. Remembering 

that Trinity clergy had urged that Midweek Prayers be led by laity, we noted, too,  



Hatchett’s direction that a lay officiant at the offices may appropriately be assisted by 

others who read lessons and lead other parts of the rite. We were reassured, as well, by 

Mitchell’s pronouncement in Pastoral and Occasional Liturgies: A Ceremonial Guide 

that “there is no one ‘correct’ way to celebrate the rites of the church.” (xi) He cites 

Hatchett: 

The minister is not a magician but a liturgical functionary, left free to 

determine what ceremonies might be most appropriate in particular 
circumstances and with particular rites or texts. 

(xi) 

Mitchell encourages the planner to consider the daily offices as more than merely 

convenient times to pray. Rather, he says, the content of remembrance, praise and 

thanksgiving, flowing into petition and intercession, is intended to dedicate the new day 

to God. The problem, he points out, is with confusion as to the goal of the offices. 

Difficulty arises when we attempt to combine the devotional exercise of daily prayer for 

clergy and devout laity with celebration for the congregation. “We should try to be clear 

which is our primary intention,” he urges. (5) Further, he suggests, 

If members of the group do not pray together every day, they may find it 
helpful to choose psalms and lessons that can stand alone, or to combine 

or lengthen some readings for continuity. No special ceremonial is needed, 

although a group may wish to make their common prayer more of a 
liturgical celebration by singing hymns, burning incense, and standing, 
sitting and kneeling as appropriate. 

3) 

We turned, too, to the voices of ecumenical leaders from the Worship Resource 

Centre of the World Council of Churches and the WCC’s report on the consulation on 

“Towards Koinonia in Worship” held in August, 1994. Both resources provided valuable 
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insights on forms of prayer and community to be shared by persons from a variety of 

religious traditions. 

 



Conclusion 

By the strictest measurements, it cannot be said that the project succeeded. The 

nine-week process ended with no framework in place to perpetuate leadership for the 

weekly service, nor was there any process developed through which intentions can be 

communicated to the leadership. Still, for the core group who attended regularly and 

participated in the reflections and the evaluation session, the experience was meaningful 

and worthwhile. The pastoral concern was to develop and implement a regular Morning 

Praise serving both the Trinity and St. Richard’s communities with a service offered for 

the special intentions of the communities and their individual members. That we 

accomplished. Upon reflection, we believe that with a long-term commitment, 

appropriate catechesis, and the involvement of one of the relevant standing committees — 

perhaps Pastoral Care or Spirituality — a strong and popular Midweek Prayers service can 

be established at Trinity Episcopal Church, enriching the prayer lives of Trinity 

parishioners, St. Richard’s personnel, and others who would avail themselves of such a 

convenient and rewarding opportunity to converse with God in community with others. 
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Sandra B. Cline 

P.O. Box 78252 . Indianapolis, IN 46278 . Voice: 317-471-1780 . Facsimile: 317-471-18655 . E-Mail: Sbcline@aol.com 

July 23, 1998 

Mr. David J. Peerless, Headmaster 
St. Richard’s School 

3243 North Meridian Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46208-4645 

Dear Mr. Peerless: 

As headmaster of St. Richards, you are, of course, well aware of the circumstances which led to the 

institution of Trinity ’s Midweek Prayers service last fall. 

I am a member of Trinity and a candidate for a master’s degree in pastoral theology at St. Mary-of-the- 
Woods College. I have been working with the Trinity clergy to complete my pastoral project and, since it grows 
from the Midweek Prayers service and relates to the St. Richard’s faculty and staff, I would like to invite you and 
your staff to participate and/or comment on that project. 

Briefly, the goal of the project is to develop and implement an ecumenical Morning Praise serving both the 
Trinity and St. Richard’s communities and others of diverse religious traditions who might wish to join in a weekly 

opportunity for Morning Praise. Continuing in the tradition and time of Wednesday ’s Midweek Prayers, the service 

will focus on intercessions and be offered for the special intentions of the community and participants. Each service 
should last no more than 15 to 20 minutes. 

The process will begin on Wednesday, September 2, and continue through Wednesday, October 28. 
Worshipers at the regular weekly session will be invited to attend and participate in two “reflection” sessions (each 
approximately one hour long) to discuss the direction and success of the endeavor. The first reflection session will 
be on Saturday, September 26, and will serve as a “mid-course correction” opportunity. Participants will be 
encouraged to comment upon the previous four sessions, discussing what they like and dislike about the service as it 
is developing, and to make suggestions to refine the process. The final reflection session will be on Saturday, 
October 31, and will include an evaluation of the service as it evolved. Comments of the participants will be 

collected for the benefit of Trinity clergy. 

Your participation in this effort would be most valuable, both to me personally and to the process by which 

we hope to establish a regular, weekly, ecumenical Midweek Prayers service at Trinity. I would also welcome the 

participation of the St. Richard’s faculty and staff, and would welcome the opportunity to personally provide them 

with information about this project. I will telephone you within the next week to answer any questions you have and 
to discuss the best way to inform your staff and encourage their collaboration. It is important to me, and to the 
Trinity clergy, that the service that develops from this process be one that serves and includes the St. Richard’s 
community as well as Trinity parishioners. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Rev. Nancy Ferriani 
cc: The Rev. Lisa Cressman 
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Sandra B. Cline 

P.O. Box 78252 . Indianapolis, IN 46278 . Voice: 317-471-1780 . Facsimile: 317-471-18655 . E-Mail: Sbcline@aol.com 

July 23, 1998 

Dear ---: 

As a member of Trinity Episcopal Church and a candidate for a master’s degree in pastoral theology at St. 

Mary-of-the-Woods College, I have been working with the Trinity clergy to complete my pastoral project and would 
like to invite you to participate and/or comment on that project. 

Briefly, the goal of the project is to develop and implement an ecumenical Morning Praise serving both the 
Trinity and St. Richard’s communities and others of diverse religious traditions who might wish to join in a weekly 
opportunity for Morning Praise. Continuing in the tradition and time of Wednesday’s Midweek Prayers, the service 

will focus on intercessions and be offered for the special intentions of the community and participants. Each service 
should last no more than 15 to 20 minutes. 

The process will begin on Wednesday, September 2, and continue through Wednesday, October 28. 
Worshipers at the regular weekly session will be invited to attend and participate in two “reflection” sessions (each 
approximately one hour long) to discuss the direction and success of the endeavor. The first reflection session will 
be on Saturday, September 26, and will serve as a “mid-course correction” opportunity. Participants will be 
encouraged to comment upon the previous four sessions, discussing what they like and dislike about the service as it 
is developing, and to make suggestions to refine the process. The final reflection session will be on Saturday, 

October 31, and will include an evaluation of the service as it evolved. Comments of the participants will be 
collected for the benefit of Trinity clergy. 

Your participation in this effort would be most valuable, both to me personally and to the process by which 
we hope to establish a regular, weekly, ecumenical Midweek Prayers service at Trinity. I would also welcome the 
participation of members of (the Guild of the Holy Cross; the Pastoral Care Commission) and any other individuals 
you believe would have an interest in this process. Please feel free to invite them yourself or to telephone me with 
their names and addresses, and I will do so. 

I do hope this project is of interest to you, and that you will mark your calendar to attend the Midweek 
Prayer services and the two reflection sessions. Please telephone me if you have any questions or suggestions prior 
to the beginning of the process. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Rev. Nancy Ferriani 
cc: The Rev. Lisa Cressman 
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Sandra B. Cline 

P.O. Box 78252 . Indianapolis, IN 46278 . Voice: 317-471-1780 . Facsimile: 317-471-18655 . E-Mail: Sbcline@aol.com 

July 23, 1998 

Dear ---: 

Finally! I am thrilled to tell you I have been working with the Trinity Episcopal Church clergy to complete 
planning for my pastoral project and would like to invite you to participate in that project if it is of interest to you. 

Briefly, the goal of the project is to develop and implement an ecumenical Morning Praise serving both the 
Trinity and St. Richard’s communities and others of diverse religious traditions who might wish to join in a weekly 
opportunity for Morning Praise. Continuing in the tradition of Trinity’s Wednesday Midweek Prayers at 7:30 a.m., 
the service will focus on intercessions and be offered for the special intentions of the community and those 
participating. Each service will last no more than 15 to 20 minutes. 

The process will begin on Wednesday, September 2, and continue through Wednesday, October 28. 
Worshipers at the regular weekly session will be invited to attend and participate in two “reflection” sessions (each 

approximately one hour long) to discuss the direction and success of the endeavor. The first reflection session will 
be on Saturday, September 26, and will serve as a “mid-course correction” opportunity. Participants will be 

encouraged to comment upon the previous four sessions, discussing what they like and dislike about the service as it 
is developing, and to make suggestions to refine the process. The final reflection session will be on Saturday, 

October 31, and will include an evaluation of the service as it evolved. Comments of the participants will be 
collected for the benefit of Trinity clergy. 

Your participation in this effort would be most valuable, both to me personally and to the process by which 
we hope to establish a regular, weekly, ecumenical Midweek Prayers service at Trinity. 

I do hope this project is of interest to you, and that you will mark your calendar to attend the Midweek 

Prayer services and the two reflection sessions. Please telephone me if you have any questions or suggestions prior 

to the beginning of the process. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Rev. Nancy Ferriani 
cc: The Rev. Lisa Cressman 
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Please join us ... 

For Midweek Prayers — 7:30 a.m., Wednesdays 

Our goal 1s to develop and implement an ecumenical Morning Praise focused on the 
St. Richard’s community, and serving both it and Trinity parishioners and others of diverse 
religious traditions who might wish to join in such a weekly opportunity. Continuing in the 
tradition and time of Wednesday’s Midweek Prayers, the service will be offered for the 
special intentions of the community and participants. Each service will last no more than 15 
to 20 minutes. 

The process will begin on Wednesday, September 2, and continue through 
Wednesday, October 28. It is our intent to establish through this process a format that is 
comfortable for participants, the beginning of a framework that will perpetuate leadership 
for the weekly service and a process through which intentions can be communicated to the 
leadership. 

For two Reflection sessions — 9:30 a.m., Saturday, September 26 

and Saturday, October 31 

Worshipers at Midweek Prayers are invited to participate in two “reflection” 
sessions, each approximately one hour long, to discuss the direction and success of the 
endeavor. The first, on September 26, will serve as a “mid-course correction” opportunity. 
Participants will be encouraged to comment upon the previous four sessions, discussing 
what they like and dislike about the service as it is developing, and to make suggestions to 
refine the process. The final reflection session will include an evaluation of the service as it 
evolved and suggestions for the continuing growth and development of Midweek Prayers. 
Comments of the participants will be collected for the benefit of Trinity clergy and St. 
Richard’s administrators. 

Participants also may feel welcome to telephone me to share personal comments and 
suggestions at any time throughout the process. My office number is 471-1780, and my 
home number 1s 815-1004. 
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Please remember: 

This Saturday at 9:30 a.m. ... 

we will hold the first of our two reflection sessions to evaluate the first four Midweek 
Prayers services and discuss what participants have liked and disliked, and what changes 
would better serve your needs and desires. 

Please join us for coffee, tea, pastry and a frank discussion of what you would like to see in a 
regular Midweek Prayers service. 

It is our goal to develop and implement an ecumenical morning Praise, focused on the St. 
Richard’s community, and serving both it and Trinity parishioners and others of diverse 
religious traditions who might wish to join in such a weekly opportunity. We hope to 
establish through this process a format that is comfortable for participants, the beginning of 
a framework that will perpetuate leadership for the weekly service, and a process through 
which intentions can be communicated to the leadership. 

We are eager to have your comments, input and participation, and promise the reflection 
session will last no more than 30-60 minutes. 

Please park in the south parking lot (enter off 32™ Street), and come into the building 

through the south double doors. We will meet in the Fortune Room. 

If you are unable to join us, we still welcome your comments. Please telephone me at 471- 
1780 (office) or 815-1004 (home) to share your thoughts. 
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Please remember: 

The final evaluation and reflection 

on Midweek Prayers 
is at 9 a.m. this Saturday, October 31. 

Your thoughts, comments and participation are eagerly and sincerely sought. To make this 
brief session more comfortable and convenient, we have moved the location to: 

The Clubhouse at Lion’s Gate 
Northwest Corner, 86™ and Meridian Streets 
Enter off 86™ Street and tell the guard you are attending 

the meeting in the Clubhouse, as a guest of Sandra Cline. 

We hope you will join us for coffee, tea, pastry and a frank discussion of the Midweek 
Prayers service in which you have participated for the past nine weeks. 

Our goal has been to develop and implement an ecumenical Morning Praise, focused on the 
St. Richard’s community, and serving both it and Trinity parishioners and others of diverse 
religious traditions who might wish to join in such a weekly opportunity The purpose of the 
process has been to establish a format that is comfortable for participants, the beginning of a 

framework that will perpetuate leadership for the weekly service and a process through 
which intentions can be communicated to the leadership. 

If you are unable to join us, we still welcome you comments. Please telephone me at 471- 
1780 (office) or 815-1004 (home) to share your thoughts. 
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Midweek Prayers 
September 2, 1998 

Please Stand. 
Leader: Make full use of the present 
opportunity. 

All: Give thanks every day for 
everything. 

Please Sit. 
I* Reader: Please join in reading 
responsively from Psalm 119: 
Teach me, Lord, the way of your statutes, 

and in keeping them I shall find my 
reward. 

All: Give me the insight to obey your 
law 

and to keep it wholeheartedly. 

I* Reader: Make me walk in the path of 
your commandments, 

for that is my desire. 

All: Dispose my heart toward your 
instruction, 

not toward love of gain; 

I” Reader: turn my eyes away from all 
that is futile; 

grant me life by your word. 

All: Fulfill your promise for your 
servant, 

the promise made to those who fear 
you. 

I” Reader: Turn away the taunts which I 
dread, 

for your decrees are good. 

All: How I long for your precepts! 
By your righteousness, grant me 

life. 

2™ Reader: A reading from Book of 
Lamentations. 
The steadfast love of the Lord never 

ceases: 
God’s mercies never come to an end; 

they are new every morning; 
your faithfulness O Lord is great. 
You are all that I have 
and therefore I will wait for you. 
You Lord are good to those who wait for 

you, 
to all those who seek you. 
It 1s good to wait in patience 

for the salvation of the Lord. 

All: Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be. Amen 

Silent reflection and meditation — 2-3 
minutes 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 

Sit, stand or kneel, as is your tradition. 

I* Reader: 
O God, your ways are not our ways, your 
wisdom far outruns our human 

understanding. We, your people, gather 
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together today to express our need for 

you. We ask especially for those who 
suffer. (Names) Are there others? 

And we ask for the departed. (Names) 
Are there others? 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

I* Reader: Increase our faith: when we 
are tempted to despair, sustain us; in 
anxiety, console us; in bewilderment, 
secure us; and in anger, restore us to your 
peace. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

I Reader: Instruct us in the services of 
love, that our hands may bring comfort to 
your children. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

I*' Reader: Deepen our faith in your 
presence, that our eyes may recognize in 
each brother and sister the face of your 
beloved Son. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

I* Reader: Grant these petitions through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen 

Leader: And now, in the words our 

Savior taught us: 

All: Our father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

2" Reader: 
O God of creation and salvation, 
you provide us with all good things 
and sustain us by your care. 
Receive our morning prayer, 
for all praise is your due, 
forever and ever. 
Amen 

Stand 

Leader: Go forth this day to seek the 
face of God. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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Midweek Prayers 

September 9, 1998 

Please Stand. 

Leader: Rejoice always, pray constantly; 
in everything give thanks. 

All: For this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus. 

Please Sit. 
1* Reader: Please join in reading 
responsively from Psalm 119: 
Let your love descend on me, Lord, 

your deliverance as you have 
promised. 

All: then I shall have an answer to 
the taunts aimed at me, 

because I trust in your word. 

1*' Reader: Do not rob me of my power 
to speak the truth, 

for I put my hope in your decrees. 

All: 1 shall heed your law continually, 
for ever and ever. 

I*' Reader: 1 walk in freedom wherever 
I will, 

because I have studied your precepts. 

All: 1 shall speak of your instruction 

before kings 
and shall not be ashamed;. 

I” Reader: in your commandments 
I find continuing delight; 

I love them with all my heart. 

All: T am devoted to your 
commandments; 

I love them and meditate on your 
statutes. 

2" Reader: A reading from Book of 
Isaiah. 
Behold, God is my salvation. 

I will trust and will not be afraid, 

for the Lord God is my strength and 
my song, and has become my 
salvation. 

With joy, you will draw water from the 
wells of salvation, 

and in that day, all of you will say, 
“Give thanks and call upon the name 

of the Lord; 
“make known among the nations what 

the Lord has done, 

“proclaim that the name of the Lord is 
exalted. 

“Sing praises for the Lord has triumphed 
gloriously; 

“Let this be known in all the earth. 
“Shout and sing for joy, you people of 

God, 

“For great in your midst is the Holy 
One.” 

All: Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 

is now and ever shall be. Amen 

Silent reflection and meditation — 2-3 
minutes 
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Leader: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 

Sit, stand or kneel, as is your tradition. 

1** Reader: 
We give glory, praise and thanks. We 
rejoice in God’s awesome works. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

I* Reader: We fulfill our promise of 
love. We revere God for great and 
wondrous deeds. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

I*" Reader: We come before our God in 
awe. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

1” Reader: We desire lasting peace. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

1*" Reader: We seek prosperity. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

I*" Reader: We hunger for steadfast love. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

1* Reader: We seek your comfort and 
healing for those in pain and distress. 

(Names) Are there others?. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

I*' Reader: We ask that those who have 
died may live in eternal life. (Names) 
Are there others? 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

I” Reader: Grant these petitions through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen 

Leader: And now, in the words our 

Savior taught us: 

All: Our father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

2" Reader: 
O God of majesty, 

you are the creator of all living things. 

We praise you for your Son Jesus, 
who is our light and our salvation. 
Fill us with your spirit, 

so that in all our actions this day 
we may seek only your face. 

We pray through Jesus Christ. 
Amen 

Stand 

Leader: Go forth with a spirit willing to 
serve our God. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Midweek Prayers 
September 16, 1998 

Please Stand. 
Leader: God has caused light to shine in 
our hearts, to give us the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Christ. 
Open our lips, O Lord, 
All: And our mouth shall proclaim 
your praise. 

Please Sit. 
I” Reader: Please join in reading 
responsively from Psalm 65: 
To you praise is due, 

O God in Zion, 
and for you promises will be fulfilled. 
O you who listen to prayer, 

to you all flesh shall come. 
When our transgressions — our deeds 

of iniquity — overcome us, 
you forgive them. 

All: Blessed is the one you elect and 
bring near; 
that one shall dwell in your courts. 

Let us be filled with the goodness 
of your house, 

the holiness of your temple. 

I* Reader: With awesome deeds you 

answer us in justice, 
O God of our salvation, 
protector of all the ends of the earth 

and of the distant seas. 

All: Girded with might, 

you establish mountains in strength. 
You still the roaring of the seas — 

the roaring of their waves — 
and the clamor of nations. 

Because of your signs 
the inhabitants of the ends of the 

earth will stand in awe. 

1° Reader: You cause the breaking of 
morning and of evening 

to burst with joy. 
You visit the earth and give it water; 

abundantly, you enrich it: 
the river of God 

is replete with water. 
You provide people with grain, 

for you designed it so. 

All: Its furrows you water 
abundantly, 

and you make them smooth. 
You soften it with showers, 

and you bless its sprout. 

1** Reader: You crown the year with your 
bounty, 

and fertility springs in the wake of 
your chariot. 

The pastures of the wilderness drip with 

water, 

and the hills are girded with joy. 

All: Meadows are clothed with flocks, 
and valleys are covered with grain. 

They shout, even more, they sing. 
You answer us, O God, with awesome 

deeds. 
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Silent reflection and mediation — 1-2 
minutes 

2" Reader: A reading from Philippians. 
Christ Jesus was in the form of God, 

yet he did not think to grasp at 
equality with God, 

but emptied himself, taking the form 
of a servant, 
and was born in our human likeness. 

Being found in our human state, he 
humbled himself, and became 

obedient unto death, 
even death on a cross. 

Therefore God has highly exalted him, 
and bestowed on him the Name 
above every name, 

that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, 

and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ 1s Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

All: Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be. Amen 

Silent reflection and meditation — 2-3 
minutes 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 

Sit, stand or kneel, as is your tradition. 

3rd Reader: 
We pray for the whole human family, for 
your children, our brothers and sisters, 
throughout the world. We pray for all 
who offer to you the love and worship of 
their hearts; for men and women of all 

faiths believing in you and seeking to 
serve you, by the light you have granted 
to them. Lord, in your mercy 

All: hear our prayer. 

3" Reader: We pray for the churches to 
which we belong, and for their healing 
ministry. Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer. 

3™ Reader: We pray for all who suffer, 
for those who are bewildered and 
perplexed; for the victims of war and 

violence, of persecution and aggression, 
of disaster and accident; we pray for the 
homeless and the hungry; for the 
destitute and the oppressed; for those 
who are lonely and unloved; for those 
who mourn. Lord, in your mercy 

All: hear our prayer. 

3 Reader: We pray for the sick in our 
own community, in our hospitals and 
homes; those who turn to us for healing 
and comfort, those who are known to us, 

those who have asked for our prayers, 
especially (Names). Are there others? 
Lord, in your mercy 

All: hear our prayer. 

3" Reader: We pray for those who have 
come to you in the fullness of life. 
(Names) Are there others? 
Lord, in your mercy 
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All: hear our prayer. 

3" Reader: We pray for ourselves and for 
one another, that we may mediate healing 
and be instruments of your peace and 
joy. We pray for our own healing and 

salvation. Lord, in your mercy. 
All: hear our prayer. 

3" Reader: Grant these petitions through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen 

Leader: Eternal Spirit, 

All: Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life- 

giver, 

source of all that is and that shall be, 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo 
through the universe. 

The way of your justice be followed 
by all the peoples of the world. 

Your heavenly will be done by all 
created beings. 

Your commonwealth of peace and 
freedom 
sustain our hope and come on earth. 

With the bread we need for today, feed 
us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one 
another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, 

strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, 
spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, 

free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the 
power that is love, 
now and forever. Amen. 

1" Reader: 
O God of our desire, 
you have been present to us in 
majesty and glory: 

we long for that presence. 
Lift up our downcast spirits, 
that we may bring your light and truth 
to all we meet this day. 
We pray through Jesus Christ. 
Amen 

Stand 
Leader: Go forth this day, mindful that 
we are images of God. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Midweek Prayers 
September 23, 1998 

Please Stand. 
Leader: Try to grow perfect, help one 
another. Be united, live in peace; and the 

God of love and peace will be with you. 
(2 Cor. 13:11) 

Open our lips, O Lord, 

All: And our mouth shall proclaim 
your praise. 

Please Sit. 

1” Reader: Please join in reading 
responsively from Psalm 119: 
Your word is a lantern to my feet 

and a light upon my path. 
I have sworn and am determined 

to keep your righteous judgments. 

All: T am deeply troubled; 

preserve my life, O Lord, 
according to your word. 

Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute 
of my lips, 

and teach me your judgments. 

I” Reader: My life is always in my hand, 
yet I do not forget your law. 

The wicked have set a trap for me, 
but I have not strayed from your 

commandments. 

All: Your decrees are my inheritance 
forever; 

truly, they are the joy of my heart. 

I* Reader: 1 hate those who have a 
divided heart, 

but your law do I love. 

You are my refuge and shield; 
my hope is in your word. 

All: Away from me, you wicked! 
I will keep the commandments of 

my God. 

I* Reader: Sustain me according to your 
promise, that I may live, 
and let me not be disappointed in 

my hope. 

All: Hold me up, and I shall be safe, 
and my delight shall be ever in your 

statutes. 

Silent reflection and meditation — 1-2 
minutes 

2™ Reader: A reading from the First 
Letter of Peter. 
Blessed be the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

by whose great mercy we have been 
born anew, 

born to a living hope by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead; 

born to an inheritance which will never 
perish or wither away, 

one that is kept in heaven for us. 
By God’s power we are guarded 

through faith for a salvation ready 
to be revealed at the end of time. 

We rejoice in this, though now we suffer 

various trials so that the genuineness 
of our faith, more precious than 
gold that is tested by fire, 
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may result in praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus 

Christ. 

All: Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be. Amen 

Silent reflection and meditation — 2-3 
minutes 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 

Sit, stand or kneel, as is your tradition. 

3rd Reader: 

We bring ourselves, just as we are, 
before the Lord, conscious of God’s 

loving care, asking God to meet our 
special needs and those of our families, 
friends, communities and churches. Lord, 

in your mercy 

All: hear our prayer. 

3™ Reader: Christ is the light of the 
world. May his light of faith shine on 
those who do not yet know him, or those 
who have strayed from their commitment 
to him, and bring them peace and 

reconciliation. Lord, in your mercy 

All: hear our prayer. 

3" Reader: For a day that is holy, good, 
and peaceful. Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer. 

3" Reader: For an angel of peace to 

guide us in all our paths, Lord, in your 
mercy 
All: hear our prayer. 

3" Reader: For the people of God in 

every place, Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer. 

3" Reader: For all those in danger and 
need, for the hungry, homeless, and 
oppressed, Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer. 

3" Reader: For the sick and suffering, 
especially (Names). Are there others? 
Lord, in your mercy 

All: hear our prayer. 

3 Reader: For the dying and the dead, 
especially (Names). Are there others? 
Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer. 

3" Reader: Lifting our voices with all 
creation, let us commend ourselves and 
one another to the living God through 
Christ. 

All: To you, O Lord. 

Leader: Eternal Spirit, 

All: Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life- 
giver, 

source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo 
through the universe. 

The way of your justice be followed 
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by all the peoples of the world. 
Your heavenly will be done by all 
created beings. 

Your commonwealth of peace and 
freedom 

sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed 

us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one 
another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, 
strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, 
spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, 
free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the 
power that is love, 

now and forever. Amen. 

I* Reader: 
O God, your light divides the day from 
the night and turns the shadow of death 
into the morning, 

drive far away from us all wrong desires, 
incline our hearts to keep your law, 

and guide our feet into the way of peace, 
that, having done your will with 
cheerfulness during the day, 

we may, when night comes, rejoice to 
give you thanks, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, 

Amen 

Stand 

Leader: Go forth to live your day with 

confidence in God. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Midweek Prayers 
September 30, 1998 

(In celebration of the Feast of Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, Archangels — September 29) 

Please Stand. 

Leader: O Lord, our Lord, 
how magnificent is your name 
over all the earth! 

All: You set your glory above the skies. 
From the mouths of babes and infants, 

you have established strength against 
your adversaries 

to still the enemy and avenger. 

Leader: If 1 look at your skies, 
the work of your fingers, 
the moon and stars that you have set in 

place, 

What are mortals that you remember 
them? 

And human beings that you care for 
them? 

All: But you have made them slightly 
less than a god, 

and with glory and radiance you 
crown them. 

Leader: You made them rule over the 
work 

of your hands. 
You have placed everything under 

their feet — 
sheep and cattle, all together, 

and even the beasts from the fields, 
the birds of heaven 
and the fish from the sea, 

all that crosses along the paths of the 
seas. 

All: O Lord our Lord, 

how magnificent is your name 
over all the earth! 

Please Sit. 
1" Reader: Please join in reading 
responsively from Psalm 148: 
Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

who commanded and they were created, 
who established them forever and ever, 
fixing a limit that they cannot cross. 

All: Praise the Lord from the earth: 
sea monsters and all deep waters, 

fire and hail, 

snow and frost, 

stormy winds fulfilling God’s word, 
mountains and all hills, 

fruit trees and all cedars, 

living creatures and all cattle, 

reptiles and flying birds. 

I*" Reader: Rulers of the earth and all 
nations, 

nobles and all judges of the earth, 
youthful men and women, 
elderly and young people: 
let them praise the Lord, 

for God’s name only is most high. 

God’s glory is above earth and heaven; 
God will act mightily for the people. 

All: Praise from all the faithful, 
from the children of Israel, 
the people close to God! Alleluia! 
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Silent reflection and meditation — 1-2 
minutes 

2" Reader: Blessed be the Lord God of 
Israel, who visited and redeemed the 

people, who raised up for us a mighty 

savior from the house of servant David. 

Just as the Lord spoke through the 
mouths of the holy prophets of old — 
salvation comes out of the hands of our 
enemies and those who hate us, that, with 
our ancestors, we might perform works 
of mercy, remembering the holy 
covenant sworn to Abraham — 

so does the Lord deliver us from the 
hands of our enemies, that we might 
serve without fear before the Lord, 
worshiping in holiness and in 
righteousness all our days. 

And you also, child, will be called a 
prophet of God Most High: for you will 

go before the Lord to prepare a way, 
bringing people knowledge of salvation 

by forgiveness of sins; because of the 
deep and tender mercy of our God. 

Whereby a light rising from on high will 
visit us to appear to those in darkness and 
in a shadow of death, to guide our feet 
along a straight, sure path into a way of 
peace. 

All: Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 

is now and ever shall be. Amen 

Silent reflection and meditation — 2-3 
minutes 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 

Sit, stand or kneel, as is your tradition. 

3rd Reader: 
Lamb of God, an angel hailed your 
conception; angels announced your birth; 
angels ministered to you in the desert; 
angels stood guard at your tomb; angelic 
choirs surround your throne; and angels 
sing your praises forever. We join our 
voices with the angels, asking 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

3 Reader: We pray for all your children, 
All: That we all may be one. 

3 Reader: Give us grace to do your will 
in all that we undertake, 

All: That our works may find favor in 
your sight. 

3™ Reader: Have compassion on those 
who suffer from any grief or trouble, 
especially (NAMES). Are there others? 
All: That they may be delivered from 
their distress. 

3" Reader: Give to the departed eternal 
rest, remembering especially (NAMES). 
Are there others? 

All: Let light perpetual shine upon 
them. 
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3 
Reader. We praise you for your saints 

who have entered into joy; 

All: May we also come to share in your 
heavenly kingdom. 

3 Reader: O heavenly God, you have 
sent angels even from the time of old to 
convey your holy will to humanity. Open 
our eyes to be attentive to your divine 
messages, that with the angels we may 
praise you forever and ever. 

Leader: Our father, 

All: in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

Leader: 

May the God of the heavenly court bless 
us 

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Stand 

Leader: Go forth this day to serve 
others, 

confident of the protection of God’s holy 
angels. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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Midweek Prayers 
October 7, 1998 

Please Stand. 
Leader: Alleluia! Give praise servants 

of the Lord; 
praise the name of the Lord. 

All: Let the name of the Lord be 

blessed 

from now on and forever. 

From the rising of the sun to 
its setting, 

let the name of the Lord be praised. 

Leader: The Lord is exalted above 

all nations; 

God’s glory is greater than the heavens. 

All: Who is like the Lord our God, 
enthroned above? 

Leader: Who looks down to watch over 

the skies and the earth? 

Who raises the weak from dust 

and the poor from ashes, 

to return them to the company of 
nobles, 

the nobles of the people? 

All: Alleluia! 

(Psalm 113) 

Please Sit. 

I” Reader: Please join in reading 
responsively from Psalm 3: 

O Lord, how many are my adversaries! 
Many are rising against me; 

many are saying to my soul: 

“There is no salvation for you in God.” 

All: But you, O Lord, 

are a shield over me, 

my glory and the one lifting my head. 
With my voice to the Lord I will cry, 
and God will answer me from 

the holy mountain. 

I* Reader: 1 lie down and sleep; 
I wake up 
for the Lord sustains me. 
I shall not fear the multitudes of people 
positioning themselves 
around and against me. 

All: Arise, O Lord; 

save me, my God, 

for you strike all my enemies on the 

cheek 

and you shatter the teeth of the 
wicked. 

I** Reader: From the Lord, salvation! 

All: Upon your people, blessing! 

Silent reflection and meditation — 1-2 
minutes 

2™ Reader: Blessed be the Lord God of 

Israel, who visited and redeemed the 
people, who raised up for us a mighty 
savior from the house of servant David. 

Just as the Lord spoke through the 
mouths of the holy prophets of old — 
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salvation comes out of the hands of our 
enemies and those who hate us, that, with 
our ancestors, we might perform works 
of mercy, remembering the holy 

covenant sworn to Abraham — 

so does the Lord deliver us from the 
hands of our enemies, that we might 
serve without fear before the Lord, 
worshiping in holiness and in 
righteousness all our days. 

And you also, child, will be called a 
prophet of God Most High: for you will 

go before the Lord to prepare a way, 
bringing people knowledge of salvation 
by forgiveness of sins; because of the 
deep and tender mercy of our God. 

Whereby a light rising from on high will 
visit us to appear to those in darkness and 
in a shadow of death, to guide our feet 
along a straight, sure path, into a way of 
peace. 

All: Glory be to the Father, and to the 

Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be. Amen 

Silent reflection and meditation — 2-3 
minutes 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 

Sit, stand or kneel, as is your tradition. 

3rd Reader: 
Risen Christ, glory of our God, 
support of all the nations, 
joy of all creation, 

blessing for the faithful, 
answer for those in need, 
comfort for the fearful, 
savior hear among us, 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

3 Reader: We pray for all your children, 
All: That we all may be one. 

3 Reader: Give us grace to do your will 
in all that we undertake, 

All: That our works may find favor in 
your sight. 

3" Reader: Have compassion on those 
who suffer from any grief or trouble, 
especially (NAMES). Are there others? 
All: That they may be delivered from 
their distress. 

3" Reader: Give to the departed eternal 

rest, remembering especially (NAMES). 
Are there others? 
All: Let light perpetual shine upon 
them. 

3" Reader: We praise you for your saints 
who have entered into joy; 

All: May we also come to share in your 
heavenly kingdom. 

3" Reader: O God who guards and 
protects, your name is worthy of all 

praise and your glory lifts up the lowly. 
Be with us today as a shield that 
surrounds us, and help us to trust that you 
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guide us in right ways and protect us 
from all evil. 
We pray through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

Leader: Our father, 

All: who art in heaven 
hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power 

and the glory, 
forever and ever. 

Amen. 

Leader: May almighty God protect us 
and bless us in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Stand 

Leader: Go forth to live your day with 

confidence in God. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Midweek Prayers 
October 14, 1998 

(In celebration of the Feast of Luke, Evangelist — October 18) 

Please Stand. 
Leader: O God, you are my God, I seek 

you; 
my soul thirsts for you. 
My flesh longs for you 
in a dry and wasted land, 
deprived of water. 

All: So in the sanctuary I have 
contemplated you, 

to see your might and glory. 
Because your steadfast love is 

better than life, 

my lips will praise you. 

Leader: So 1 will bless you all my 
life; 

in your name I will raise my hands. 

All: As with milk and rich food, 

my soul is filled; 

my mouth gives praise with joyful lips. 
(Psalm 63) 

Please Sit. 
I*" Reader: Please join in reading 
responsively from Psalm 149: 

Alleluia! 
sing a new song to the Lord, 

God’s praise in the assembly of the 
faithful. 

Let Israel rejoice in its Creator, 
the children of Zion exult in their 

Sovereign. 
Let them praise God’s name with 

dancing; 
with drums and harp, let them play 

music for God. 

All: For the Lord takes delight in the 
people, 

adorning the poor with salvation. 
Let the faithful exult with glory, 
let them ring out joy on their couches, 
and cry out the great deeds of God 

from their throats. 

I*' Reader: With two-edged swords in 
their hands, 

let them do vengeance against peoples 
and rebuke nations; 

let them tie their rulers with fetters 
and their nobles with chains of bronze, 
in order to accomplish judgment against 

them as written. 
This is honor for all the faithful. 

All: Alleluia! 

Silent reflection and meditation — 1-2 
minutes 

2™ Reader: The steadfast love of the 
Lord never ceases; 

God’s mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning. 

Your faithfulness, O Lord, is great. 
You, are all that I have 

and therefore I will wait for you. 
You, O Lord, are good to those who wait 

for you. 
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to all those who seek you. 
It is good to wait in patience 
for the salvation of the Lord. 

All: Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be. Amen 

Silent reflection and meditation — 2-3 
minutes 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

Leader: Let us pray. 

Sit, stand or kneel, as is your tradition. 

3rd Reader: 

O God, your ways are not our ways, your 
wisdom far outruns our human 
understanding. We, your people, gather 
together today to express our need for 
you. We ask especially for those who 
suffer. (Names) Are there others? 

And we ask for those who have entered 

into the fullness of life. (Names) Are 
there others? 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

3™ Reader: Increase our faith; when we 
are tempted to despair, sustain us; in 
anxiety, console us; in bewilderment, 
secure us; and in anger, restore us to your 
peace. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

3™ Reader: Instruct us in the services of 
love, that our hands may bring comfort to 
your children. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

3" Reader: Deepen our faith in your 
presence, that our eyes may recognize in 

each brother and sister the face of your 
beloved Son. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

3 Reader: Grant these petitions through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen 

Leader: Eternal Spirit, 

All: Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life- 
giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be, 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo 
through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by 

the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all 
created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and 
freedom 

sustain our hope and come on earth. 

With the bread we need for today, 
feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one 

another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, 

strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, 
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spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, 

free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power 
that is love, 

now and forever. 
Amen. 

Leader: O God who speaks a mighty 
Word, 

you chose Luke to record the message of 
your Good News; 

keep us open to the truth 
that we, too, might proclaim your love 
now and always. 
Amen. 

Stand 

Leader: Go forth to live your day with 

confidence in God. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Midweek Prayers 
October 21, 1998 

Please Stand. 
Leader: O Lord of hosts, 
my Sovereign and my God. 
Blessed are those who dwell in your 

house; 

they will continue to praise you. 

All: Blessed is the one whose strength 
resides in you. 

Those whose hearts are set on a 
pilgrimage 

make the valley of tears a place of 
fountains 

as they travel through it. 

Leader: Even the early rain covers it 
with blessings. 

They walk with ever greater strength; 
the God of Gods will be seen in Zion. 

All: O Lord god of hosts, 
hear my prayer; 
listen, O God of Jacob. 

(Psalm 84) 

Please Sit. 

1” Reader: Please join in reading 
responsively from Psalm 5: 

Give ear to my words, O Lord, 
perceive my groaning. 
Be attentive to the sound of my cry, 

my Sovereign and my God, 
for to you I pray. 

All: O Lord, in the morning 

hear my voice. 

In the morning I prepare for you 
and I keep watching. 

I*" Reader: For you are not a God 
delighting in wickedness, 

nor does evil daunt you. 
Mockers cannot stand before your eyes. 
You hate all makers of emptiness, 
and you will destroy speakers of deceit. 
People of bloodshed and fraud, 
the Lord abhors. 

All: But I, in the abundance of your 
steadfast love, 

shall come to your house. 
With awe I shall prostrate myself 

in your holy temple. 

O Lord, guide me in your justice, 
because of my adversaries; 
straighten your way before me. 

Silent reflection and meditation — 1-2 
minutes 

2" Reader: Blessed are you, God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

you have blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
realms. 

Even before the world was made, 
you chose us to be yours in Christ; 

that we should be holy and blameless in 
your sight. 

In love you destined us for adoption 

as your children through Christ Jesus; 
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such was your pleasure and your 
purpose 

to the praise of your glorious grace 
which you have freely given us 
in your beloved Son. 

(Ephesians 1:3-6) 

All: Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be. Amen 

Silent reflection and meditation — 2-3 
minutes 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 

Sit, stand or kneel, as is your tradition. 

3rd Reader: 

We bring ourselves, just as we are, 
before the Lord, conscious of God’s 

loving care, asking God to meet our 

special needs and those of our families, 
friends, communities and churches. 
Lord in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer. 

3™ Reader: Christ is the light of the 
world. May his light of faith shine on 

those who do not yet know him, or those 
who have strayed from their commitment 
to him, and bring them peace and 
reconciliation. Lord in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer. 

3™ Reader: For a day that is holy, good, 
and peaceful. Lord in your mercy 

All: hear our prayer. 

3" Reader: For an angel of peace to 
guide us in all our paths. Lord in your 
mercy 

All: hear our prayer. 

3" Reader: For the people of God in 
every place. Lord in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer. 

3" Reader For all those in danger and 
need, for the hungry, homeless, and 
oppressed. Lord in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer. 

3" Reader: For the sick and suffering, 
especially (Names). Are there others?. 
Lord in your mercy 

All: hear our prayer. 

3" Reader: For the dying and the dead, 
especially (Names). Are there others?. 
Lord in your mercy 

All: hear our prayer. 

3" Reader: Lifting our voices with all 
creation, let us commend ourselves and 
one another to the living God through 
Christ. 
All: To you, O Lord. 

Leader: Eternal Spirit, 

All: Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life- 

giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
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The hallowing of your name echo 
through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by 

the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all 

created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and 

freedom 

sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, 

feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one 
another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, 
strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, 

spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, 

free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power 

that is love, 

now and forever. 
Amen. 

Leader: Good and gracious God, 
you have been present to us 
in the loveliness of your dwelling place. 
Even as we long to dwell with you 
forever, be with us now as we labor to 
bring your presence to all those we meet 
in the ordinary circumstances of our 
lives. We pray through Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

Stand 
Leader: Go forth to live this day, 
mindful that we are images of God. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Midweek Prayers 
October 28, 1998 

(In celebration of the Feast of Simon and Jude, Apostles) 

Please Stand. 
Leader: O God, you are my God; I seek 

you; 
my soul thirsts for you. 
My flesh longs for you in a dry and 

wasted land, 
deprived of water. 

All: So in the sanctuary, I have 
contemplated you, 

to see your might and your glory. 

Leader: Because your steadfast love 
is greater than life, 

my lips will praise you. 

All: So I will bless you all my life; 
in your name I will raise my hands. 
(Psalm 63) 

Please Sit. 
1* Reader: Please join in reading 
responsively from Psalm96: 

All: Sing to the Lord a new song. 
Sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Sing to the Lord, bless God’s name. 

1* Reader: From day to day proclaim the 
good news of salvation. 

Recount among the nations God’s glory, 
God’s marvels among all peoples. 
For great is the Lord, highly to be 

praised 
and revered above all gods. 

For all the gods of the nations are as 
nothing, 

but the Lord made the heavens. 
Honor and splendor stand before God, 
might and glory fill the temple. 

All: Give to the Lord, O families 

of peoples. 
Give to the Lord glory and might. 
Give to the Lord the glory of God’s 

name. 

I*" Reader: Bring an offering and come 
into the courts. 

Worship the Lord with holy splendor. 
Dance in the sacred presence, all the 

earth. 
Say among the nations, “The Lord 

reigns.” 

Surely God formed the universe 
so that it would not falter. 

God will judge the peoples in equity. 

All: Let the heavens rejoice and the 
earth exult. 

Let the sea and its fullness roar. 

Let the fields and all within them 

be glad. 

I* Reader: Then all the trees of the forest 
will shout with joy 

in the presence of the Lord who comes. 

All: For God comes to judge the earth, 
to judge the universe with justice, 
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and with fidelity, the peoples. 

Silent reflection and meditation — 1-2 
minutes 

2" Reader: Blessed are you, God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

you have blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
realms. 

Even before the world was made, 
you chose us to be yours in Christ; 

that we should be holy and blameless in 
your sight. 

In love you destined us for adoption 

as your children through Christ Jesus; 
such was your pleasure and your 

purpose 
to the praise of your glorious grace 

which you have freely given us 
in your beloved Son. 

(Ephesians 1:3-6) 

All: Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be. Amen 

Silent reflection and meditation — 2-3 
minutes 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 

Sit, stand or kneel, as is your tradition. 

3" Reader: O God, your ways are not our 
ways; your wisdom far out-runs our 
human understanding. We, your people, 
gather together today to express our need 
for you. We ask especially for those who 
suffer. (Names) Are there others? 

And we ask for the departed. (Names). 
Are there others? 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

3" Reader: Increase our faith. When we 

are tempted to despair, sustain us; in 
anxiety, console us; in bewilderment, 
secure us; and in anger, restore us to your 
peace. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

3" Reader: Instruct us in the services of 

love, that our hands may bring comfort to 
your children. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

3 Reader: Deepen our faith in your 
presence, that our eyes may recognize in 

each brother and sister the face of your 

beloved Son. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

3" Reader: Grant these petitions through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your son, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Leader: And now, in the words our 

Savior taught us: 

All: Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
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your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

Leader: 
O God, you have brought us to the 
beginning of this day 

We thank you for the refreshment you 
daily provide, 

and for the renewing cycle of our 
dreams 

which shelter us, nourish our vision, 

and purge our angers and fears. 
We bless you for providing a new 
beginning 

whose perennial grace is tangible hope. 
We praise the gift of another morning, 
and pray that we may be worthy bearers 
of its trust 

in the hours to come. 

May life protect us and surprise us 
and be no more harsh than our spirits 
may bear. 

Until we rest again in the security of your 
everlasting arms. 
Amen 

Stand 

Leader: Go forth to live your day , 
sharing the Good News of God. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Appendix V - 3  



  

RosrerT C. MHAGEMIER 

1+ 
; A ato ww hau Monel 0 : : 

—Heougd aX 4 A cated oR ol us li 
{ ( 

He \ ol “hk lies Wwe Re Ae LX : 
ee PA Sr entre i AO riwg |, auc os 

Xz afl ~— 
i { : f 

BOL fee 7h a. Walled © Sats Woeiredsta A) 
{ lp —o ean cach dus 3 [wa —rigufey | 

i N 

r ee fo 

Thogh— Maury, Hause. Tx 5 jal Hoo 
1 [ Aion 2 AC AOULL LT H Ae {iecninn 

; 3 oT a 

het ML cones: Me die Hes TD 
Fob Uma 0 Ts gle bt (ASU A Ths wa 

i pduntiy eta “1 M155) “hed 

17 Lasuue —y 

0 

APPENDIX XVI  


