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Introduction 

This project is concerned with motivating young people to become involved in service 

ministry. It is not enough for young people to simply complete tasks as requirements to be 

fulfilled for graduation or Confirmation. Michael Warren makes this message clear 

throughout his book Youth, Gospel, Liberation. Instead young people must develop 

Christian attitudes, and therein lies the challenge to those working with youth. 

There are undeniably many factors shaping the attitudes of youth today, many of 

which do not promote Christian values. Many young people have become numb to the 

reality of violence and devastation in the world. They are used to seeing it in the movies, 

on prime-time television programming and even on evening news programs. Being First- 

world Christians in a relatively affluent sector of society, young people tend to develop 

negative attitudes toward the poor and the homeless. They cannot fathom the idea of a 

person being a victim of society, but can only criticize the poor and blame them for having 

brought their situations upon themselves. The students do not understand why so many fail 

to pursue and education because there is possibly no one at home to support them or show 

them the value of education. These situations are very much outside the realm of the 

students’ experiences. To make matters worse, the media tends to promote materialism and 

promiscuity to the point where students feel as if being self-centered and continually seeking 

self-gratification is the norm. 

Such attitudes promote ways of living that fall short of the way of life portrayed by 

the Gospel. It must be the task of any person who is intending to pass on their faith to 

young people to enable them to recognize the gap that exists between the way life is lived  



currently in our society, and the Gospel portrayal of how life should be lived. Once 

recognized, such a person must also attempt to discover with students some means of closing 

that gap, or at least narrowing it as much as possible. Obviously to be successful in such an 

undertaking the leader must first be able to recognize those gaps her/himself. S/he must also 

be willing to discover means of closure along with the students. Such a person should be 

open to learning and growing with the young people, always mindful of what is being 

attempted and why. 

In reading through several sources it appears that programs designed to teach 

students about social justice all involve issues at a global level. Michael S. Griffin writes 

about such programs in two articles entitled "Educating for Justice-Centered Lifestyles" and 

"Relating Concepts of Justice to the Experience of Middle-and Upper-Class Students” 

(PACE 15). He describes the intent of such programs as raising the conscious awareness 

of young people about situations of social injustice and to provide avenues for response. He 

states that such programs are designed to allow students to give of themselves and grow in 

their awareness of the needs of others. Also, although he writes about the problems of 

middle-and upper-class students in terms of their ability to relate to these situations, he still 

approaches social justice from a global perspective. 

In teaching students it would seem that it i. necessary to start by discovering what the 

experiences of the students are, or have been previously. Everyone is shaped by their 

experiences in one way or another. For the group of students involved in this project, it was 

not feasible to present them with a global situation, but rather immediate situations. Global 

situations are much too far-removed from them. Although the injustices that exist result in  



the same feelings of pain or despair irregardless of location, the students needed to be able 

to relate to something closer to their experiences initially. It is certainly to be hoped that 

students will view the wider population with the same degree of sensitivity as they do their 

immediate neighbors and friends. In this way they might come to see the wider population 

as consisting of people who are also God’s children and worthy of their concern and action. 

The learning process usually involves building upon what is already familiar. To learn 

is to change according to George Leonard in a book entitled Education and Ecstasy. In 

becoming more aware of situations locally and their impact on those who reside in their 

immediate neighborhoods, the students will be able | to analyze more carefully events 

occurring on a wider level, and not only recognize situations that are unjust, but even to feel 

capable of taking some action to alleviate the situation. 

In this project, the students’ active participation in a recycling drive will serve as a 

vehicle for reaching out to others who reside in the students’ immediate areas. The students 

will learn that they can make a difference through their combined efforts. At the same time, 

it is to be hoped that the new awareness gained about how local situations impact those with 

whom they live will make a difference in them. 

 



Pastoral Project Proposal 

Identification of a Pastoral Problem 

A. A thorough sketch of the pastoral concern being addressed. This generally 

takes the form of a response to a pastoral need. 

A description of the cultural (i.e. historical, sociological, economic, 

psychological, etc.) dimensions of the pastoral context of the concern. 

C A clear statement of the significance of this concern for pastoral theology. 

A Plan of Action for a Pastoral Response 

A. In light of the perceived problem, describe your design for an appropriate 

response. 

Indicate why your design fits both the problem and your target audience. 

Outline the major components of your action plan, including goals, objectives 

and implementation design. 

Prepare a timetable for implementation. 

Indicate method and criteria for evaluation. 

Develop an appropriate bibliography. 

A pastoral need that exists in the local community is one of more youth involvement 

in service to others. Young people of the area have much to offer but appear to have no 

means of channeling those talents to useful endeavors in terms of service. 

There are many reasons for the lack of youth involvement in service. Many young 

people are simply not aware of the fact that others may need their services. If they are  



aware of problem situations, a dominant attitude is one of powerlessness to change and so 

they continue as they are. In part, a lack of awareness coincides with a lack of the ability 

to think critically. In the book Biblical Ethics and Social Change, Stephen Charles Mott 

gives a very plausible suggestion for why people do not tend to think critically. He explains 

that just as solutions to problems of past generations are taken and improved upon 

generation after generation, people also become socialized into accepting or avoiding major 

ethical issues. Various attitudes become ingrained through time and remain through 

generations as a norm. Also if actions or decisions do not affect one personally, normally 

it is of no concern. People need to be concerned. People need to know that others are 

suffering, at times unnecessarily. Awareness can result from the ability to think critically, 

and unless our young people acquire that ability they will not be able to diminish the amount 

of injustice that is the result of systems and structures that are sinful. 

In the Beatitudes it is stated "Blessed are those who mourn; they shall be comforted" 

(Matt. 5:5). Yet people cannot be sensitive to others’ pain if they are not aware of it. It 

is difficult to be aware of problems faced by different segments of society, because often the 

different segments exist apart from each other. For example, elderly people retire and live 

among themselves, single people tend to live among other single people or married couples 

where there are no children present. Many apartment complexes advertise vacancies that 

do not permit children. Even in neighborhoods where young and old live together, often 

times the different people do not interact. 

Society’s members have become disconnected and isolated from each other. 

Sometimes with isolation comes alienation. Lack of communication between the various  



segments creates misconceptions and misunderstandings. People who have much to offer 

each other do not often realize the gifts they possess, and people remain isolated. 

This project, in part, seeks to reconnect some of those members of society. In 

reaching out for assistance with a recycling project, it is hoped that students will meet people 

they have never taken the time to meet, and in so doing become aware of any needs those 

people might have. In this way, perhaps the students will consider more seriously events as 

they take place both on the local and national levels. In becoming more aware of the needs 

of others it is hoped that they will be motivated to become more involved in acts of service. 

The students involved in this project will include eleventh grade students, primarily. 

These students come from a middle- to upper middle-class background, and attend a 

Catholic high school which is predominantly white. The population of the city in which they 

live is approximately 38,000, with an economic base which is primarily industrial. The 

enrollment of the school stands at 200 students. 

With this information it is apparent that the students have not been exposed to 

extreme cases of poverty or social ills as a person might experience in a larger city such as 

Chicago or New York. However, there are immediate needs in the community. The desired 

result of this project is that in addressing one concern, other needs will be discovered, and 

that by combining resources students will realize that they can make a difference. 

The significance of this concern for pastoral theology is of the greatest magnitude, for 

it deals with the future. Hopefully, young people will develop caring attitudes and carry 

these into their adult lives to pass on to their children and those with whom they work. 

Because of the acknowledgement and respect for their own dignity as human beings and  



their place in God’s plan, they will also be able to acknowledge that dignity in others. In 

doing so it is hoped that they will recognize when such respect and dignity are not being 

realized, and feel moved to address the situation in some way. 

A response to this situation has been designed which allows students to be actively 

engaged in working on one concern while utilizing it as a vehicle to interact with others. The 

concern chosen by the students as being most important is that of the environment. The 

students are looking for ways of alleviating the problems the nation is facing in terms of 

trash disposal and protecting the environment. Thus a recycling effort has been organized 

by the students as one way of responding to the problem. Once they themselves form the 

habit of sorting and saving recyclable materials in their own homes, they will go out into 

their neighborhoods and request that their neighbors do the same. They will facilitate the 

process by offering to collect recyclable material from the neighbors on a regular basis. In 

class will be discussed the biblical motives for their actions, the various types of people 

encountered, and any new insights gained. Students will also be required to bring in news 

articles of events that may have an effect directly or indirectly on some of the people they 

have met, and discuss what those effects could be. 

The design fits the problem and the target audience because it includes a major 

concern of the students, activities that are within their abilities of participation, and there 

are regular class meetings for the sharing of information and discussion. 

The major components of the design include (1) a Scripture study and theological 

reflection on stewardship and other related themes as a basis for action, (2) the recycling  



project itself, (3) interaction with people living in close proximity to the students, and (4) 

discussion of the knowledge and insights gained. - 

The goals of the action plan include the development of a sense of awareness of 

others and their needs on the part of the students, as well as the development of sensitivity 

to the environment and some methods of direct action to improve the situation. Finally, 

students should gain an awareness of the fact that when they work together they can make 

a difference. 

The objectives are as follows: Through personally sorting recyclable materials in their 

homes and carrying them to a recycling center, students will understand the challenge 

involved in reorganizing the trash disposal system. In going out to neighbors to ask for 

recyclable materials students will become acquainted with people they might not have taken 

the time to meet. In meeting different people and reporting on news events students will 

become personally aware of how decisions made by city and federal governments can affect 

others. 

The formal project will require approximately nine months in order to determine 

effectiveness. The project will begin in July, 1990 and conclude in April, 1991. The first two 

months will involve students getting themselves into the habit of sorting recyclable materials 

because it was thought that they would need the extra time afforded them during the 

summer months. For seven of the nine months the students will meet regularly as a class. 

In this way they can better organize collection dates and determine who will deliver the 

goods to the recycling center. Also during class, time is available opportunity for discussion 

of problems or concerns associated with the recycling project. The next phase will involve  



the students seeking assistance from the people in their neighborhoods. This phase will take 

place in December because the students will have some extra time during Christmas break 

to get out and contact people. The project will conclude in April after discussion of 

students’ responses in terms of their experiences and a determination of what difference 

their efforts have made, if any. 

The success of the design will be determined by the response of the students 

throughout the implementation of the action plan. This will include classroom participation 

in discussion as well as becoming actively involved in recycling. Recycling can become very 

tedious work, not to mention inconvenient or sometimes very messy. How committed the 

students are to their tasks will be determined by their ability to continue and commit 

themselves to regularly picking up materials from their neighbors. The students’ response 

to the questions to be used for discussion and their ability to verbalize what difference 

participation in the recycling project has made in their lives, will also determine the success 

or failure of this design. 

 



Activity #1 

Now that you have been recycling for a few months, you are familiar with what is 
involved. The next phase involves approaching people in your neighborhood for assistance 
in your project. Use the following guidelines in approaching your neighbors and answer as 
completely as possible the questions at the bottom of the page. 

l Introduce yourself and explain what you are doing. 

o Inquire whether the person in already in the habit of sorting and saving 

recyclable goods. If not, what is their main reason? 

If the person is not in the habit of recycling, ask if you could collect their 

recyclable materials for them. 

Of those who were not already sorting and saving recyclable goods, what was the 

main reason? 

Were people open to accepting your help? Why or Why not? 

What did you discover, if anything, about the people with whom you spoke? 

 



Activity #2 

This activity will involve applying knowledge of news events in terms of how they 
might affect the people in your neighborhood. 

Locate articles from local or national newspapers and magazines that deal with social 
issues, including but not limited to the environment. Summarize the articles and be 
prepared to report on them briefly. 

1. What situations have you discovered that could affect the people of your 

community or others like them? 

What are the circumstances mentioned in the article? 

What are the possible effects of these on people in your community? 

Will the effects be positive or negative? 

What actions might help alleviate some of these situations? 

What would be your motivation for any action at all? 
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Theological Reflection 

As indicated previously, a person involved in the handing on of faith to others has the 

responsibility of enabling them to develop habits that are consistent with what they profess 

to believe. To become involved in any area of service it is important to be properly 

motivated. It could be no different with the service involved in this project. 

Through the activity of theological reflection the students were able to focus on an 

area of great concern to them, discuss what the difficulties were in the situation, and 

determine through an examination of Scripture passages and the tradition of the Christian 

community why the situation was problematic. It was hoped that through such examination 

the students would gain new perspectives and insights to the degree that their actions would 

become a natural response to a situation that was not as it should be based upon what they 

understood about God’s plan and His gifts of grace and love. 

The students had viewed a special televised program on Earth Day of 1990. They 

came to school greatly concerned about the environment and what they could do to alleviate 

the effects of pollution in the world. So their attention was focused on the environment. 

What they seemed most concerned about was the future of the planet in terms of the 

amount of pollution destroying it at the present time. I pressed them further for why this 

was of concern to them. Their rzspcnse was that by the time they had children there would 

be no natural beauty to be enjoyed because people would have destroyed most of it by then. 

I asked them if their only concern was for their own children, to which they responded 

negatively. They appeared to be concerned for all of humankind and the future of the 

species on this planet. I asked them further if it was not acceptable for us to use the natural 
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resources during our lifetime as we saw fit, and they responded that we had a responsibility 

to treat the earth as a gift from God and that we should share it just as others have sought 

to share it with us. 

The students were then asked to determine what basis there was in Scripture and 

tradition to substantiate their beliefs. The major theological theme that emerged from the 

discussion was that of stewardship, and from that major theme, aspects of the themes of 

love, service, justice, and peace. 

The students consulted the Biblical Cyclopedic Index found in the New Catholic Study 

Bible, St. Jerome Edition, for suggested passages dealing with stewardship. They read and 

discussed passages from both the New and the Old Testaments that related to the theme 

of stewardship in terms of the earth, its beauty, and one’s responsibility to use it wisely. 

They found reinforcement of their understanding of God being the Creator of all and the 

earth and all of creation as gift. Some passages warned against disputes that resulted from 

hoarding of natural resources. Other passages warned against not being content with what 

God provides and exploiting others for materialistic wealth. In understanding tradition, the 

early Christians always shared and took care of what they had. There did not appear to be 

the consumeristic mentality that people are experiencing today. 

The students acknowledged the gap that existed between the way people in general 

are treating the earth and the way it should be treated according to their understanding of 

what Scripture says about the earth and everything in it. They were further supported in 

their efforts to not only do what they determined was their part in repairing any of the  



damage suffered thus far, but also ways in which they would attempt to make the situation 

better in the future. 

 



Results and Consequences 

The first result to be addressed is that of the amount of recyclable material collected 

and what the response was in terms of participation. To date, the class has collected 

approximately 1300 Ibs. of aluminum, 430 Ibs. of plastic, and 540 Ibs. of glass. One industry 

in town asked us to collect tin as well as the other materials. Students also collected a large 

amount of newspaper, but there were no means of calculating the quantity involved there. 

It was discovered that many beverage companies are using steel cans in addition to 

aluminum, which is presently not accepted at recycling centers. For example, in a 12-pack 

of soda, two of the twelve cans might be steel and the remainder aluminum. The only 

problem this created, in addition to the fact that steel is not recyclable, and therefore returns 

to landfills to rust, is that students were trying to purchase goods packaged in recyclable 

materials, and this way the students believed that they were purchasing a product packaged 

in recyclable containers, when in fact they were not. It was also discovered that many 

companies are paying for recyclable materials such as aluminum and glass, yet are not 

recycling the materials for use in manufacturing. 

Of 45 students involved in the project, 21 had previously been in the habit of 

recycling, 23 were not. The response to the project was overwhelmingly positive. Those 

who did not actively participate at first have become very enthusiastic about participating. 

The opinion that the project was a good idea was also unanimous. The students not only 

want to continue the project, they also want to expand it. They indicated that to do so we 

need better organization and more press. In other words, they want to spread the news of 

what they have been doing further, in order to get more people to participate. 
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The students stated that they were very surprised at what they have been able to 

accomplish thus far. They are finding themselves to be much more conscientious and aware 

than ever before. They are very discriminating in terms of the packaging of the items they 

purchase, and are much more careful about what they throw away. They are very satisfied 

that they took the initiative to sort the recyclable materials themselves as opposed to 

depending on someone else to do it for them. Many have persuaded parents and friends 

in the same manner, and also the neighbors who agreed to assist the students in this project. 

The possibilities for future action stemming from this effort are many. Students could 

be asked to investigate and report on the condition and life expectancy of the local landfill, 

and determine what is the greatest offender in the disposal of trash. Another possibility is 

after expanding the collection of recyclable materials, to determine the amount of material 

collected and what impact that would have on the local landfill. Students could attend a City 

Council meeting and present the information to the appropriate officials to demonstrate the 

need for mandatory recycling and curbside collection. 

Referring to packaging, the students could write to various bottling and beverage 

companies to inquire as to why they are using steel as opposed to aluminum when steel is 

not recyclable. They could inquire where they stand on their responsibility to the 

environment. Students could also research the const of recycling and compare it to their 

projections of the cost of not recycling. Finally, students could contact major corporations 

to determine to what extent they use recycled materials to package their products. 

The activities involving interaction with neighbors generated much response and 

discussion. Students first identified their neighbors, and described the basic composition of  



their neighborhoods. As valuable as the information was in terms of the kinds of people 

who resided in particular neighborhoods, was the way the students listened to and shared 

with each other. Not only did the students become more conscientious of the situations and 

needs of their immediate neighbors, they also learned things about their classmates whom 

they see every day, that they were unaware of and perhaps needed to know. 

Students listened to descriptions of neighborhoods consisting of elderly people who 

were retired and living on fixed incomes, sometimes alone, and also retirees who lived away 

from home during the winter months. There were neighbors with young children and grown 

children. There were neighborhoods that are in various stages of deterioration. The 

students expressed both their good feelings toward their neighbors and also their frustrations | 

toward neighbors or neighborhood conditions. 

In situations where there appeared to be strife among neighbors, various reasons were 

discussed as to why this was the case. Many times problems stemmed from a lack of 

understanding, mainly because of the lack of communication. In one situation a boy lived 

among several elderly people, though not exclusively elderly. This boy visits several of his 

neighbors regularly. He even spends an hour or two per week reading to a woman who can 

no longer see well enough to read. In spite of his efforts, some of the other neighbors do 

not treat him in any sort of positive manner. He believes that it is simply because he is a 

teenager that the other people respond to him negatively. Yet if they could take the time 

to know each other they would realize that this person is a very trustworthy person. The 

other students related to this experience readily. In listening to the way the boy visited his 

neighbors and was so thoughtful towards them, others shared how they could avail  



themselves more to people in need. Some of the suggestions were to offer to babysit more 

often or cut the grass as a favor or run errands. 

The students were asked about what their perceptions were about the ways in which 

others viewed them. For example, they were asked to respond as to whether or not they 

were seen as being responsible and trustworthy. They were asked if there were younger 

children in the neighborhood, if the children knew them well enough to come to them in 

time of trouble or an emergency. Several responded very positively while others indicated 

they would like to improve upon some of those types of relationships. For those who 

responded positively, there was a certain amount of pride in admitting that they could be 

of help in a given situation and the other students sensed that. It was a very positive 

moment. Other students responded rather negatively in that their neighborhoods were not 

very conducive to that type of activity. 

In approaching neighbors for help with their recycling project the students met with 

mixed results. Many of the responses were negative to the chagrin of many. They were not 

in the habit of recycling, nor did they intend to be. They did not want to take the time to 

do it themselves, and when the students offered the assistance of collecting it for them they 

still did not want to be bothered. Others claimed they were too busy to recycle and that it 

was too much of a hassle. 

However, all of the responses were not negative. The ones that were positive were 

very positive. There were many who were not in the habit of recycling but would try to start 

if the students would come and collect it for them. Some people were very kind and some 

indicated that they were very happy to help the students help the environment. One person  
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was so happy she treated the student with milk and cookies just for thinking to ask for her 

help! Another item worthy of mention here is the element of pleasant surprise when 

students approached neighbors with precaution because they did not expect the people to 

be supportive, and they turned out to be the most flexible and most agreeable. 

There were also many people who were already in the habit of recycling and this 

came as one of the biggest surprises to the students. This aspect of the project was 

successful because the students gained much in personally contacting others. 

After sharing reports of neighborhood compositions and efforts in approaching them 

for assistance in the collection of recyclable materials, the students looked to the news for 

events that would affect those people. The students brought articles from newspapers 

concerning events that would impact people in their neighborhood in some way. They had 

to summarize the article and give the positive and/or negative consequences of the action 

upon which the article was based. The purpose for doing this was to allow the students to 

analyze the situations to determine the impact on their community and to formulate a 

personal response. 

The results of this activity were very good, not to mention interesting. The major 

issues reported concerned (1) a tax referendum for the local school district, (2) a substantial 

increase in the water rates, (3) rising crime rates in neighberhcods, and (4) treatment of the 

elderly in hospitals and nursing homes. 

The reflections on the article concerning the school tax referendum were of particular 

interest because the students writing the analyses were enrolled in a private high school that 

does not benefit from such tax increases. The students with elderly neighbors on fixed  



incomes recognized the hardship those people would experience, and were sympathetic 

toward their predicament. Students with young families as neighbors also sensed the 

hardship a tax increase could create for them. Many were concerned because their own 

parents would be paying more in taxes for the public school system while already making 

sacrifices to pay tuition at the private school their children attend. 

Conversely, other students live in neighborhoods with many children who attend the 

public schools. The School Board had threatened drastic cuts in jobs, services and schedules 

if the referendum were to fail. This meant half-day school days, no lunch program and no 

extracurricular activities. Students would attend school in two sessions, one lasting from 

approximately 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m., and the other session would run from approximately 

1:30 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. The students would not receive any breaks during this time, and 

sisters and brothers would most likely be separated depending on their ages. It would have 

created a tremendously difficult situation. Many students in the public school system depend 

upon the breakfast and lunch programs offered by the schools as a main source of nutrition. 

Many students were acutely aware of the possibly dangerous situations some children 

would have found themselves in under such circumstances. They were aware of the 

importance of extracurricular activities. They tended to see the referendum creating 

financial strains for some and yet a great benefit to society for a larger number of people. 

As a result of this discussion, several students have become motivated to follow news 

articles concerning new ways of generating money for school systems other than relying 

solely on property taxes. For example, one idea proposed was a tax plan closely resembling 

the income tax formula. People would be taxed according to their wages. This would  



appear to be more equitable to some, and a more efficient way of taxation. Above all, the 

students have indicated an awareness of the importance of learning the facts about an issue 

and plan to exercise their right to vote as they reach the age of 18 in the coming year. 

Another issue that students reported concerned a water rate increase in order to pay 

for the construction of a new water processing facility. The proposed increase is 45.9% |, 

which is substantial. Although the students saw the rate increase as being a difficulty, their 

reactions were basically positive. They believed that better water would mean improved 

“quality of life. To offset the increase financially, they suggested that people practice 

conservation and only use what they need. After all, water is also a natural resource that 

should not be taken for granted. 

The issue of an increase of the crime rate in neighborhoods was an important issue 

for several students who claim their neighborhoods are deteriorating. In several aging 

neighborhoods that were once well-established, houses are increasingly owned by absentee 

landlords who fail to maintain their properties adequately. This attracts tenants who are 

sometimes less than conventional and less than desirable and can be very disruptive to 

neighborhoods. Students have become aware of who the aldermen are in their districts so 

as to contact them to petition for a correction of the situation. Letters to the editor of the 

local newspaper are appearing more frequently on the editorial page on this issue. There 

is also a movement taking shape in a local parish for the development of neighborhood 

communities so as to enable neighbors to help each other in protecting their neighborhoods 

from further deterioration. It is a real possibility that several students will become involved 

in the movement as it grows. They have expressed a great deal of concern not just for  



themselves because many of them will be leaving home for college in a short time, but for 

their parents and long-time neighbors. They are also expressing concern about the future 

of their community in general. 

Another major topic of concern was the apparent abuse of the elderly in hospitals 

and nursing homes. A local nursing home was cited recently for mistreatment and neglect 

of a patient resulting in a major investigation and inspection. Many unpleasant findings 

emerged. There was also discussion of current Medicaid and Medicare policies and 

decreasing benefits to the elderly. Students found themselves to be rather sensitive to the 

treatment of people who could be just like their elderly neighbors or even their own 

grandparents. The nursing home that was investigated happens to be the one to which I 

began taking the Eucharist one Sunday per month recently. The discussion of mistreatment 

coupled with stories I have related concerning several of the patients I have met have 

motivated the students to want to visit the nursing home on a fairly regular basis. 

Many other social concerns were reported and in a very effective manner. The 

students demonstrated the gaining of new insights and perspectives as they participated in 

the discussion involving the reports. 

 



Conclusion 

As indicated by the response of the students to the tasks involved in the project and 

also by the level of participation in the recycling effort, the project can be deemed a success. 

The enthusiasm generated by the project makes it even more of a success than initially 

hoped for. Ironically, some of the greatest interest generated has been from students not 

involved in the project itself. Just from their hearing about it and watching it in progress has 

generated requests from other students to do something similar with them as well. 

One major result of this project will be the formation of a youth ministry group based 

in our high school, ready to begin with the start of the new school year. Students will have 

a regular meeting time for the purpose of sharing experiences and prayer. The students will 

determine the ministry in which they would like to participate and do so on a regular basis. 

The various options open to them will be tutoring in the grade schools or even at the high 

school level, visiting nursing homes or hospitals, doing volunteer work at the hospital, or 

other available services locally. 

This project can also be considered a success because of the reinforcement it gave 

to the students who participated. I believe they feel less the attitude of powerlessness to 

change and feel more positively about what they can do when they work together. 

There is a statement in a Catholic morality textbook that says in essence, every act 

of evil adds to the sum total of evil in the world, and every act of goodness diminishes the 

amount of evil in the world. Injustice is definitely an evil presence. Nothing that a person 

could do to help alleviate and diminish the amount of injustice in the world could ever be 

considered too small to make a difference.  
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