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SOCIAL JUSTICE: A GUAM PERSPECTIVE 

John C. Dierking 

A half a century ago Guam began the laborious process of emerging from its 

cocoon. We are beginning to see signs of a beautiful butterfly struggling to set itself 

free. What will this creature be like? Has 300 years of forced isolation in its cocoon 

sapped its strength or will it soar proudly into the skies of the 21st century? 

I 

A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 

Over half a century ago the sleepy island of Guam became the stage of a 

tremendous world struggle. Forces and events overtook Guam with breath-taking 

speed. The elders remember with dismay, the surrender of United States Navy in 

Guam. Their powerful protector, which had claimed ruling power over the lives of 

the Guamanians for 40 years, quickly surrendered to the invading Japanese and left 

the island inhabitants to the will of the enemy military forces. The American 

military government was replaced by Japanese Army government, to be again 

replaced by the US. Naval government in 1944. 

A common thread has existed in the governance of Guam since the Spanish 

annexed the island as a part of the Spanish Colonial System in 1668. Outside empires, 

in the name of civilizing and protecting Guamanians, intimately controlled the 

smallest details of the islander's lives. Twenty-two generations of Guamanians lived 

under the thumb of successive military Governors of the most powerful nations on 

earth. These nations in defeat, like relay runners, passed on the baton of Guam's 

governance to other nations. 

While Guam was gradually been allowed some measure of self government by 

the Spanish and later by the Congress of the United States, to this day it has not 

achieved true self determination. Unlike most of its island neighbors in the Pacific, 
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Guam has not yet been allowed to decide for itself its own destiny. 

The Chamorros' initial welcome of the early Spanish military and 

governmental powers soon cooled but ultimately was endured. The Roman Catholic 

faith introduced by Spain was eventually embraced and grew firm and deep roots. 

Under the protection of the Our Lady of Camalin, the Roman Catholic Church has 

thrived since that day in 1668 when Padre Diego Luis de San Vitores arrived with four 

other Priests, a lay assistant and thirty two Spanish soldiers to establish a mission in 

Guam. There were initial difficulties, but the Jesuits succeeded in serving the people 

of Guam with kindness and justice for the next 101 years when they were expelled 

from Guam by Spain's King. Spanish Agustinian priests replaced the Jesuits and 

served Guam's people until they too were expelled by the Naval Governor of Guam in 

1899, to be replaced by the Order of Friars Minor, Capuchin, who have served Guam 

for almost 100 years, and the diocesan priests for more than half of century. 

Throughout the Spanish rule and much of the American period no self- 

government or real freedom of action by Guam inhabitants was permitted. The non- 

existence of true liberty was illustrated by the official acts of two governors of Guam. 

In 1681 Governor Saravia required all leaders in Guam to take an oath of allegiance to 

the King of Spain, including a promise to "obey the laws to which his Majesty decides 

to obligate us". With the advent of the Americans in 1899, personal freedoms were 

not much better. Governor Leary's Proclamation confusingly guaranteed the 

inhabitants of Guam "full protection in the lawful pursuits of life, so long as that 

protection is deserved by actual submission to and compliance with the requirements 

of the Government of the United States". It was rather like a Bill of Rights for 

prisoners of war. Later still, Governor Bradley issued an executive order establishing 

a "Bill of Rights", and provided for and "advisory" bicameral legislature.  



II 

SOCIAL JUSTICE POST 1944 

The year 1944 was a time of liberation and it heralded a period of tremendous 

growth and restoration of the Roman Catholic Church. By 1957, with some help from 

the Navy, churches were built or restored in all Guam's villages and the Dulce 

Nombre de Maria Cathedral was dedicated. All this was accomplished by Guam's 

people under the spiritual leadership of the Most Reverend Apolinarius 

Baumgartner, a Capuchin. 

In the year 1962 two events occurred which forever changed lives in Guam; a 

political event and a religious event. For the first time in almost 400 years persons 

could visit Guam without prior military approval when the very unpopular naval 

security clearance was finally abrogated. Even Governor William Daniel, who had 

earlier been appointed by the United States President as Guam's Governor in 1961 

was not allowed to enter Guam until he had been investigated by Naval Intelligence. 

Guam finally was no longer a "closed island”. 

The other event was the opening of the Second Vatican Council in September, 

1962. Unlike many councils before it, Vatican II was not focused only on doctrine or 

organizational integrity. The Council was called to promote peace and unity of all 

mankind. Pope John Paul XXIII, in his opening address, called on the council to 

"prepare the path toward that unity of mankind which is required .... in order that 

the earthly city may be brought to the resemblance of that heavenly city..." 

Under the spiritual leadership of Bishop Baumgartner and Archbishops 

Felixberto Flores and Anthony Apuron, the people of Guam have heeded the call of 

Vatican II to build up the Kingdom of God. God's renewing, healing and liberating 

presence in the midst of Guam's people has enabled them to accomplish deeds in the 

name of the Church, the like of which those exhausted survivors in 1944 would never 

have dreamed. Serious needs of our people compelled the Church to enter areas 
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which are not traditionally religious activities. 

Medical Who would have thought that the Church would have been able to 

establish the largest medical clinic in Guam which served the people for many years 

at the FHP intersection, as well as another clinic near the GCIC Building? Could it 

have been imagined that the Church would be able build a multimillion dollar 

hospital which was so successful that it was later purchased for the Government of 

Guam by the Congress of the United States? 

Fducation. The first Catholic School built after the war and occupation was the 

Father Duenas Memorial School established in 1948; a school from which many of 

our island leaders graduated. The school building program continued until this day 

when we now have ten Catholic Schools, including six elementary schools, one 

middle school and three high schools, serving 4,500 students. Postgraduate theology 

education is provided by the Flores School of Theology in conjunction with Saint 

Mary-of-the-Woods College in Indiana. 

Child Care: Working mothers are assisted by the existence of four Catholic 

child care facilities accommodating more than 500 children and which are operated 

by various religious orders including the Sisters of Mercy, the Mercedarians, and 

the Sisters of Saint Dominic. 

Care of the Aged: A large senior citizen care facility was built at Barrigada 

Heights and is operated by the Sisters of St. Dominic. 

The Poor: The needs of the poor and the distressed are served by Catholic 

Social Services with the assistance of the Good Shepherd Sisters. This large agency 

has an annual budget of over a million dollars and serves many different needs, 

such as programs to provide meals to the elderly, a shelter for the homeless and 

abused, aid to refugees, a thrift shop and many other services. 

Media. Guam has a Catholic Radio Station and a Catholic weekly newspaper  



Feumenical The Roman Catholic Church is also involved in many interfaith 

projects such as Caregivers, Christian Conciliation, and the Bible Society of 

Micronesia. The Archdiocese is also a member of CEPAC, a body consisting of 

religious groups throughout the Pacific. 

III 

SOCIAL JUSTICETODAY 

Our Church leaders have shown, by the above examples, the importance of 

effective social action in the service of others. Responsible service to our brothers 

and sisters, and the building up of the Kingdom of God, necessarily takes the form of 

opposing injustice. Since the Church is called to combat injustice of every kind, the 

Church has responsibility in all areas where it appears. Guam's people did not shirk 

this responsibility in several important social justice confrontations since the end of 

the War in Guam. 

Prostitution: Somehow, soon after World War II when Guam was busy with 

reconstruction and temporarily home to many workers from off-island, women 

called "taxidancers" were allowed to come into Guam from the State of Hawaii. The 

activities of these women extended beyond the dance floor and shocked the 

community. Groups of church members were stirred into action and demanded an 

end to the activity which soon resulted in the Navy inviting the visitors to return to 

Hawaii. 

Recently, a Guam Senator introduced legislation to stem the proliferation of 

organized prostitution on Guam. If this legislation is passed the police will have the 

authority they need to prosecute those who make a business of this activity which 

victimizes everybody connected with it and enriches those who control those 

unfortunate women. 

Casino Gambling Gambling's impact on families revealed the true nature of 

casino gambling. The "Basta" organization was a grass-roots campaign of members 
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of many religious demonimations to rid the island of "casinos" where many of our 

people were becoming addicted gamblers. Guam merchants quietly supported the 

abolition movement for pragmatic reasons when they realized that grocery and 

clothing money was being dumped into slot machines. In order to be consistent, all 

church sponsored bingo games ceased even though this modest activity was never 

known to harm anyone. 

Gambling is still a problem. Many members of the community would like to see 

Liberation Day gambling cease and the children liberated from operating those high- 

stake gambling games. Many would like to see the end of cockfighting; chickens 

killing each other for betting purposes. Maybe humanity's concern for the 

suffering of living creatures could be extended to those unfortunate roosters who die 

in their own blood with sharp little stilettos strapped to their legs, done in the name 

of "recreational gambling". We hear that a new sport of pit bull dog fighting 

provides illegal betting opportunities. 

Death Penalty: Catholics oppose the death penalty asan inhumane and 

vengeful act. The Church was dismayed when the Supreme Court of the United States 

ruled the penalty legal a few years ago. Since that time scores of Americans have 

died from lethal injections, in gas chambers and by other killing methods. A highly 

disproportionate percentage of those executed have been the poor, the disadvantaged 

and members of minorities. The violence and inhumanity in American society will 

not be cured by the violent and inhumane taking of life in the name of justice. A few 

years ago, when a Guam Senator campaigned for the death penalty church members 

quickly organized opposition. The measure failed. Guam did not join the many states 

which have enacted the death penalty. 

Abortion Another issue which supports the dignity of human life involves 

abortion. Many persons disagree with the Catholic Church on this issue which has 

become one of the most divisive tensions in America. The ancient tradition of the 
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Catholic Church is that human life begins at conception. Members of many church 

groups in Guam joined together to support enactment of a law outlawing most 

abortions. The battle in the courts has ended and abortions continue, however, in all 

of Guam's Sunday Masses prayers are offered for the unborn victims. 

Futhanasia: Still another issue involving the dignity of human life exists in 

Guam. We do not have here our own Dr. Kevorkian, but an organization known as 

"Right to Die" has extended its message to Guam. Church members oppose this 

group's agenda which too often sees suicide as the easy answer to the mystery of 

human suffering. Church members testified at a legislative hearing this year 

concerning a controversial "Living Will" bill and were able to get the cooperation of 

the legislature in modifying the legislation to include reasonable protections for the 

suffering and distressed. 

Pornography: tis difficult to fight the evil of pornography in view of the 

rights contained in the First Amendment of the United States Constitution. In any 

event, a few yeas ago church members were able to campaign against the blatant 

and open display and sale of pornography. Happily, the two former X-rated movie 

theaters are now out of business due to the public's lack of interest. Concerned 

citizens are not unaware that such materials are still easily available, but 

accessibility has appropriately been driven into the darkness. 

Catholics have shown they firmly believe the above examples of injustice in 

the community are crucial and require active opposition. The Catholic ideal is not 

passive acceptance but rather responding to injustice with confrontation. Jesus did 

not teach passive acceptance of injustice and suffering. He forcibly opposed those 

who believed that laws and regulations were more important than people. Christ was 

a model of social action when he physically drove the desecrators from the temple. 

The scriptures, however, caution us that confrontation must be responsible and not 

vengeful. It must be done with love, forgiveness and humility. 
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IV 

SOCIAL JUSTICE TOMORROW 

What will be the social justice issues of tomorrow? We must look to the present 

concerns of Guam's youth. Their concerns will certainly differ from their elders. 

The young are the product of a radically different world. While many aspects of 

their young lives are more positive than that of their parents, today's youth are 

exposed to many negative influences. TV has glamorized a distorted and immoral 

view of reality and society seems to be much more materialistic. Temptations have 

been placed before them with which their parents did not have to deal. They have 

witnessed the divorce rate approaching 50%. A new kind of family has become 

common in Guam --- a "family" without the commitment and stability of marriage. 

What specific social issues do young adults today perceive as important? A 

questionaire (Addendum One) was developed with ten questions and a total of 80 

choices. In September, 1993, the instrument was responded to by three segments of 

Guam residents: junior and senior students of the University of Guam, young 

Catholic adults attending premarriage counselling, and Roman Catholic 

confirmation class students. Eighty-three persons participated. The ages 

represented ranged from 15 to 28. There was an equal balance of males and females. 

The survey results (Addendum Two) show that the eight highest ranked Guam 

social justice issues, selected from a list of 25, were: 

Violent Crime 
The Environment 

. Threats to Our Water Resources 
Drunken Drivers 
Child Sexual Molestation 
The Endangered Coral Reefs 

. Child Abuse 

. Highway Traffic and Unsafe Drivers A
I
A
N
  



The preferred methods of accomplishing social action were: 

1. Join an Action Group 
2. Talk to a Senator 
3. Write a Letter to the Editor 

4, Call a Radio Talk Show 
5. Talk to the Governor 

When asked if they would join an organization to help solve a community 

problem, the most preferred answers were: 

1. Yes, even if I become known to be involved (74%) 
2. Yes, if I could do so without being known to be involved.(25%). 
3. No, I would appear to be a radical (1%). 

A question designed to determine preferred methods of social action resulted 

in the following: 

1. First, I would discuss the matter with my family (34%). 
2. I would see if an action group already exists (34%). 
3. I would get together with a few friends or call a meeting (30%). 

It is interesting to note that the second, third and sixth ranked social justice 

issues all relate to Guam's environment. The importance of the environmental issue 

was made more apparent by a letter the author received from a university student 

concerning conversations during her campaign for the office of student Senator: 

"Thank you for the results of the survey. I shared the information with my co- 
workers and peers. I ran for SGA Senator and during the course of the 
election I was approached by three students who bluntly asked me ‘what are 
you going to do about the environment? This fresh idea, and their questions, 
threw me off guard. I needed your survey results to give me an idea of what to 
expect. My generation has placed great emphasis on environmental 
protection. It is surprising to me because my folks have a different view of 
what issues should be addressed. 

In order to verify the survey results a second survey approach was used with 

the three groups. Six fictional stories were presented to randomly selected members 

of the participating groups. They were asked to reflect upon the social issues raised 

in stories about persons coping with the human problems of ageing and death, the 

environment and pollution, sin and forgiveness, freedom and choice, crime and 

Page 9  



punishment --- and love. 

Tanota: Paradise Lost: The story of a fictional valley in Guam which suffered 

damage to its environment at the hands of occupants for many hundreds of years 

(Supplement One). 

Passion Sunday: Eighty year old Rocky is considering suicide as a solution to 

his illness and pain. Jennifer is his sixteen year old granddaughter who ison the 

verge of running away with her boyfriend. Edna, Jennifer's mother, is neglecting 

her responsibilities to both her elderly father and confused daughter because of her 

own secret life (Supplement Two). 

Modern Song of Songs: Do Not Stir My Love: Solomon's Song of Songs is updated 

with more modern romantic images and customs. The reader is invited to consider 

the fact that romantic love was not recently invented and that youth have always 

faced the same frustrations and suffering in the name of romantic attachments 

(Supplement Three). 

Charlie's Weakness: Fmily's Tragedy: Charlie's habitual drinking finally 

results in tragedy when he runs down a young mother (Supplement Four). 

The Voyage of George and Alice: A vacationing work-a-holic discovers that 

his life is chained to his feelings of aggression, disappointment, failure and sin. In 

his dramatic renewal he literally sheds the skin of sin and guilt (Supplement Five). 

Cathedral Cave: In a dangerous, dark, water filled cave, grandfather exhibits 

to his progeny lessons of freedom, choice, faith and overcoming fear with 

understanding (Supplement Six). 

The following reflections reveal the nature and depth of attitudes towards 

social issues. 

REFLECTIONS ON GLAM S ENVIRONMENT 

1. Our relationship with Guam's environment as reflected in the story 

Tanotag. Paradise Lost 
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"First of all, I never knew any of this. Istartedto readitandlI 
imagined our island as it used to be and I cried. My tears fell.” 

“We should protect it like our own children”. 
"We are interdependent; if one is harmed the other is eventually 

affected. 
"One in the same. It reflectsa person's physical, emotional and 

mental state.” 
"Reliance. Man relies on what nature provides and nature relies 

on man's protection.” 
"A person should not be the 'master’ of the land. Rather the role 

of ‘custodian’ or ‘keeper’ would be more appropriate.” 
"I wish I could have done something for Guam's environment 

(God knows what). If they asked me to help make our environment 
better I would jump at the chance and I would do it for nothing." 

2. Our moral duty to our children to preserve Guam's environment: 

"They too have a right to experience how beautiful Guam is.” 
"I must somehow act now to see they don't blame us for something 

that could have been corrected”. 
"If we don't preserve it, it will be a memory of what once was". 
"It is a natural parental instinct to preserve our island for our 

children”. 

3. The steps must we must take to protect Guam's water sources: 

"Adequate government regulations are essential.” 
"Strict laws, constant monitoring with a zero tolerance”. 
"Awareness, regulations, enforcement and prevention”. 
"Strict guidelines and accountability. Fines and criminal 

prosecution for violations." 
"All these golf courses are not needed, especially if it is going to 

contaminate our water sources.” 

REFLECTIONS ON AGEING AND SUFFERING 

1. What caused Rocky to change his mind about his plans for suicide, as 

dramatized in the story Passion Sunday? 

"Rocky knew that God's love was shown through his gift of life and that 
he should share this gift with his family. He knew that by hastening his death 
he would be running away." 

"He realized that his life was not only for himself but also for the others 
who loved him, and that taking his own life would not only end his pain, it 
would add to their pain." 

"The sermon helped him because it was related to his life.” 

2. Do you think old people sometimes feel lonely and hopeless? What could you 

do to minister to them?  



"We should help old people feel needed and loved despite their condition. 
We should help them to know that they are not a burden but an important part 

of the family”. 
"Perhaps everyone sometimes in their life is lonely and hopeless. 

Communities must strive to provide for the elderly physically, spiritually, 
mentally and psychologically.” 

"I think that they are often lonely and probably consider themselves to 
be hopeless. Love, patience and understanding are what we should give them 
because that is the most anyone can offer another.” 

"Bring them to church, or have people visit them." 
"My grandmother has given me so much. Maybe not physically, but 

mentally and emotionally. ” 
"Yes, they're lonely. We could talk with them and share happy thoughts 

that would make them feel loved and that they still have a purpose.” 

REFLECTIONS ON RUNNING AWAY 

1. What caused Jennifer, in the story Passision Sunday, to change her mind 

about running away with her boyfriend? 

"She realized that she was running away from the two people who loved 
her. She was searching for love. Her family, not Rick, could best provide it." 

"She realized that in her quest to find somebody to love her, she had 
neglected to see the obvious; the love from her mother and grandfather.” 

“The sermon during Mass helped her understand her true feelings 

towards Rick". 

2. Why do young persons sometimes consider running away? 

"Young people sometimes feel empty and lost. They want security and 
love, but when they can't find it in the family, they look elsewhere. 

"A lot of them, through ignorance, think they have already grown up 
and are wise enough to live on their own." 

"Dysfunctional family” 
"They don't feel loved”. 
"Because their parents don't show that they care.” 
"Sometimes they want to get attention.” 

3. What should Edna have done to help Jennifer cope with the divorce? 

"Edna should have tried harder to be around more for Jennifer and 
perhaps explain what happened, and why". 

"Perhaps seeking professional assistance for Jennifer so that she could 
reconcile her feelings”. 

"Probably explain to her that it wasn't her fault. Edna should also 
understand that due to the absence of a father she would have to compensate 

for the lost affection.” 
"Communicate better with Jennifer”. 
"She should have stuck around more often to help guide her daughter 

along the way as she grew up.”  



REFLECTIONS ON ADDICTION, CRIME AND DEATH 

1. What could Charley's parents have done to better help him through his troubled 

youth, as portrayed in the story (harley s Weakness: Emily s Tragedy? 

"Charley's parents should have tried to put him through psychiatric 
treatment or keep him busy". 

"They could have sent him to an institution for alcoholism 
"They could of kept a closer watch on his childhood.” 
"They could have stuck by him but laid down the law; shape up or ship 

out". 
"Talk to him about his future if he doesn't change”. 

2. Do you think that a person with an alcohol addiction can solve his problem 

without counseling? 

"I think a person can solve his problem without counseling if the 
person really has the will power." 

"It depends on how severe the addiction has become.” 
"No, a person with alcoholic addiction needs the full support and 

guidance of others.” 
"Drinking is a problem that no one can fight alone.” 
"Alcohol ruins the mind and reasoning, so outside help is necessary." 

3. Are there other types of addictive behavior which can destroy lives? 

"Yes, I think that drugs and sex are addictive and can destroy lives. I 
know of one case where a family is being hurt because a member drinks.” 

"Yes, drug abuse and smoking." 
"A person can be addicted to physical and mental abuse." 
"Yes, gambling, sex and drugs.” 

4. What could the juvenile authorities have done to better help Joe? 

"Juvenile systems are a big loss to the economy because juveniles should 
be productive while serving time". 

"There should have been counseling for both Joe and his parents.” 
"Families must be counselled how to help the addicted.” 
"Maybe a work program”. 

5. Do you think Charley will be a better person when he is released from prison? 

“No, he has been to prison before and that didn't change his life". 
"Yes, the incident will be on his mind for a long time." 

: "He needs time to reflect on his troubled past. It is up to Joe to become 
etter.” 

"The tragedy of Emily's death will have a lasting impact on Charley.” 
"Yes, he will have time to think about his past and he won't be able to 

drink while in jail." 
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"Yes, he will not want to go back to jail." 

6. Do you think that Emily might have died with unreconciled broken friendships 

and important things left unsaid? 

"Yes of course, her death was unexpected”. 
"Yes, since her death was unexpected she probably did not secure all 

her ties." 
"Yes, God chooses when he feels a life must be taken from earth. No 

matter what is unsaid or what friendships are broken, a life was taken and no 

one can change that." 
"Yes, she had no way of knowing and there's a good chance that she left 

things unsaid.” 

7. When a friend or loved one dies, how do we cope with the sense of loss and 

mourning. 

"We remember about their past, both the good and the bad.” 
"Show respect to your loved one and go on with life as they would like 

you to." 
"We learn to accept the loss. We communicate and explain the death to 

younger ones. Through communication with others, it would be easier to 

accept death. 
"Usually, we preoccupy ourselves with activities that let our minds and 

bodies relax from the stress that the death has brought upon the family.” 
"Memories of them help a great deal.” 
"We cry because of our love." 

REFLECTIONS ON DATING AND MARRIAGE 

1. Having compared the attitudes of today's teenagers with those in ancient Israel in 

the story Modern Song of Songs: Do Not Stir May Love, do you think the feelings 

differ greatly? 

"No, it has long been the desire of the devil to spread evil, lust and 

confusion will always be present if the church officials do not constantly 

admonish members regarding the teachings of the Bible." 

"I do not think our feelings are any different than theirs. 
"No, throughout history teenagers have been harmed by broken or 

troubled families.” 

2. Have your attitudes about dating and marriage been formed mostly by TV, family, 

friends of other influences? 

"Dating and marriage, and my attitudes towards this topic, were formed 

mostly by family and the church. ” 
"That's a most definite YES. I think that TV influences a lot how we go 

about our future lives". 
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"Mostly by my family. Because of my Catholic belief and values, as well 
as my Catholic school education, I have been taught about the Bible and the 
Ten Commandments. These teachings have been reinforced at home. 

3. Which TV program, or video, do you believe provides the most healthy view of 

married life and families? 

"No program or video provides a healthy view of marriage and family 

life." 
"The only thing on my mind is Days of Our Lives. It's the only soap- 

opera that I watch. think it is disgusting how people share partners. I see it 

everyday in the real world." 

"The Cosby Show (now discontinued).” 
"None, because reality speaks for itself.” 

4. When TV program providesthe worst example? 

"The music videos and advertising”. 

"The talk shows. 

"When they show violence, disrespect towards elders, constant conflict 

in families and permissiveness towards sex.” 

"Those with sexually explicit scenes.” 

REFLECTIONS ON SIN, FORGIVENESS AND RENEWAL 

1. In the story The Forage of George and Alice what does the gray porous object 

symbolize? 

"George was away from God's love for a long time". 
"It symbolizes bad deeds that George had been carrying from the past; 

his past bad experiences and habits." 
"It symbolizes what he has been throughout those years; it is the 

accumulation of his sins, his past shortcomings and regrets.” 
"Sins, or deviation from the way of the Lord." 
"George's treasured guilt." 
"His guilty conscience”. 
“All of his faults and mistakes." 

2. What caused the gray porous object to fall off of George? 

"The blessing of Jesus in his heart, knowing that God is always with 
him". 

"It began when George began to visualize himself more positively 
"His acceptance that what he had been doing all these years was 

wrong". 
"George's realization that all that matters is that God's laws were made to 

bring us closer of God." 
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"Because of George's examination of his life.” 
"When George stopped dwelling on his misery." 

3. Which of the "Instructions to Passengers" do you believe is most important in your 

life? 

"Leave your worries behind". 
"Leave at home your present and future worries". 
"Guilt complexes should not be allowed aboard. I too have a lot of things 

that I keep to myself, that always come back.” 
"To bring an abundant amount of love --- for God and those around you, 

especially those with whom you share your life.” 
"Don't bring any guilt complexes aboard.” 
"Leave at home those thoughts that the weight of the world is on your 

shoulders.” 
"There's always a hand there helping you bear the weight." 

4. Why did George always have thoughts of his past sins and shortcomings? 

"He failed to put Christ and his love first. He was preoccupied with 
material success. " 

"George kept his past sins life souvenirs 
"His feelings of guilt.” 
"Because he always sat in judgment of himself. This caused him to 

forget the needs of others." 
"Maybe he doubted forgiveness." 

5. If you were George's business partner, what could you say to help him through his 

stress and worry? 

"He needs the Word of God in the Bible to effect the change in his 
attitudes and thoughts." 

“I'd tell him to cheer up big time or I'd spank him". 
“I'd tell him to relax, approach things one at a time, and also to take a 

good, long vacation 
"That shortcomings in life are not necessarily his fault or a result of his 

negligence; there is more to life than self pity, punishment and blame” 
"Don't be over-concerned with the material aspects of life." 

6. If you were George's wife, what would you do to help him? 

"Pray for him. Invite him to Church." 
"Give him my love". 
"I would tell him how I feel". 
"Be understanding, patient and, most importantly, communicate with him" 
"That no matter what, I would be there to pull him through.” 
"Shower him with love and affection.” 
"Distract him with my love." 

7. Would you call George a "perfectionist? How do you personally relate to 

perfectionists? 
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"He was not a perfectionist. He was confused. True perfection is peace 

and love within you." 
"He is an idealist, a dreamer.” 
"Yes, because I also am somewhat of a perfectionist. 
"Yes, I myself an a perfectionist and it troubles me tremendously if 

things are not perfect. Ido try, however, continuously to realize that the 
‘details’ aren't as important as the whole itself.” 

"Personally, do not get along with perfectionists; they give me an 
insecure feeling." 

8. What do the following things in the story symbolize: 

a. The "Love Boat": "God's guidance.” 
"A way of live, normative happiness”. 
"The place of understanding and reflection.” 
"Life". 

b. The fireworks: "The cleansing and the blessing received”. 
"Cleansing and success”. 
"The celebration of change". 
“Realization”. 
"The opening of the heart." 

c. The fall in the swimming pool: 

"Baptism, believing". 
"Barrier breaking point of our lives”. 
"Cleansing and rebirth of the new person.” 
"Cleansing and purification (forgiveness)." 
"A new beginning." 

REFLECTIONS ON FREEDOM, CHOICES, COURAGE AND FAITH 

1. What do you believe was the most important lesson grandpa taught the hikers at 

the Cathedral Cave? 

"Life is like the trip to the ‘Cathedral Cave'. That there will be times in 
our lives that we will have to make decisions to overcome the fears during 

those darkest times. 
"If they always think of the disasters that will befall them they will not 

be able to live with the abundance that God teaches.” 
"To believe in one's faith. Even if humans make unavoidable mistakes 

in their lives, they can be redeemed as they recognize responsibility for their 

decisions. " 
"Responsibility". 

2. If you were five year old Kurtis, what would have impressed you most about the 

trip to the cave? 
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"When they saw the light in the cave and realized they were safe.” 
“The different paths we have entered and exited.” 
"The suspense and excitement regarding what will come next.” 
"Mostly, the adventurous search for the cave. The young child must 

have feared the water, darkness and other member's skepticism about the 
path. The images of light and water must have remained in his mind." 

3. Do you think the darkness of the cave is like fear of the unknown or like sin? 

"It is like both. The darkness could symbolize the time of trouble in 
your life resulting maybe from a sin or a fear of the unknown.” 

"Something you cannot see is not necessarily bad. The cause of 
darkness is not always sin." 

"Darkness of the cave is like the fear of the unknown” 

4. Do you think the light created by the candles symbolizes faith, knowledge and 

understanding? 

"Knowledge allows you to see all things more clearly. With faith you 
can believe what you cannot understand.” 

"Yes, [ also think that light symbolizes fulfillment, achievement which 
those who took a field trip can be proud of!" 

“The candle is a symbol of faith that won't burn out.” 

5. How can we bring such light into the darkness in which we sometimes find 

ourselves? 
"Confidence in ourselves. Religiously speaking, attending Mass 

regularly and going to confession.” 
"By having faith in God, by praying to Him and by asking help for our 

family and friends.” 
"A search for knowledge and understanding.” 
"By pursing the way you believe is right. Of course, to be strong and 

brave enough to be able to believe in what you think is right requires a 
person to be faithful. 

"With our courage.” 

6. When we experience fear or adversity, is it helpful to have with us, like the 

hikers, our family or friends? 

"Our family gives use the support and security we need to endure pain 
and fear." 

"Yes, those things are to exist in our life. While you are confused or 
perplexed and you need to make decisions.” 

7. When the hikers fell into the water of the cave, did that remind you of Baptism and 
the washing away of sin and fear? 

"It reminded me of an awakening, a realization."  



Vv 

THEOLOGY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Future years will see an increasingly active, forceful and enlightened laity 

ready to confront issues and work for a just community. Some perceive all of these 

actions simply projects of Bishops and Priests, but that would not be truthful or 

accurate. Great numbers of Guam's Roman Catholic laity are in fact the leaders of 

such projects. Pre-Vatican II Church tradition tended to cause the laity to be 

reluctant to take leadership roles in Catholic social action, but Vatican II clearly 

defined the obligation of the laity to take the initiative to work in the "vineyard" of 

the community in order to fight injustice and to work for the Kingdom of God. 

What is the nature of social justice? Each person should have the right and 

the opportunity to live their lives in freedom of action and wholeness without 

victimization. Equality and nondiscrimination are essential to human wholeness. 

Any kind of victimization steals the right to freedom and hope. Unfortunately, the 

"status quo" too often involves the perpetuation of unsatisfactory and harmful 

societal structures. 

Many people profit by these structures and fight fiercely to preserve the 

privileges they possess. A community which will not, and cannot, adapt to change 

is one in which victimization is likely to occur. A just community is one in which 

the citizens are alert to the need for modification of systems and structures to assure 

equality and has the ability to understand developing needs and make necessary 

changes./ Confrontation and conflict is inevitable in the process.€ The 

entrenched special interests in many communities resist any change and use every 

weapon to oppose change. The early Irish immigrants in America had the 

intelligence and the group solidarity to "fight City Hall", and soon, they became  



"City Hall". These new Americans were not timid. They demanded and got social 

justice. The early Roman Catholic Church in American was an "immigrant Church”, 

often at odds with the structures of power, but by the 1960s it became one of the most 

powerful institutions in America. Still, the hope for an informed, educated and 

forceful laity, living in the image of Christ as His Body isa hope far from 

realization. Much work remains to be done. 

Yet, the seeds sown by Vatican II are slowly coming to fruition. Yves Congar's 

dream of an informed laity actively struggling for a just society found its way into 

the documents of Vatican II. The laity are to be collaborators in building a just 

society, ¥ each of us being responsible for everything and everybody..¥ We must 

often take a stand and come into collision with differing choices and elements, &# and 

this cannot be accomplished by those who always stop to ask directions. 7 

Reinhold Niebuhr pessimistically argues that the inevitability of 

corruption of the powerful shows the necessity of confrontation in the fight for 

justice. Society, he writes, is of the world of nature and we must learn to" use the 

forces of nature to defeat nature”.# "Conflicting interests in society will never be 

completely resolved; and minorities will yield only because the majority has come 

into the control of the police power of the state". # 

We must learn to be "in the system without being of the system”, writes 

Gustavo Gutierrez, who is immersed in the struggle against long-standing violent 

regimes of corrupt power in South America. /7 "Humankind must be ever more 

conscious in being an active subject in history --- and ever more articulate in the 

face of social injustice." 7/ 

Some persons, unwisely, have chosen to fight violence with equal violence, 

however, Ghandhi, Martin Luther King and the brave Filipinos in Manila have  



proven tothe world the power of nonviolence to force social change. Just as Jesus 

admonished Peter in the Garden, we also must also tell the world to put away swords 

and perhaps suffer for a time. We can be consoled by remembering that the Holy 

Spirit gave Peter power far greater than his puny sword. 

The mission of the Roman Catholic Church is not to engage in politics but 

rather to guide the flock towards the Kingdom of God /Z. The mission of the Priest is 

with the Church while the mission of the laity is with the world so they can build up 

society. The special role of the laity as the Body of Christ is to create and maintain a 

just community which can be and should be the Kingdom of God. /7 We are not to 

honor Caesar to the extent of blindly following all those who seek to lead us. We must 

strive to assure that leaders remain loyal to their calling. The laity must become 

informed to be able to carry out this task. "All groups that compose society have 

responsibilities to respond to the demands of justice", says the National Conference 

of Catholic Bishops. /¢ An uneducated and docile community is, in the experience 

of Jurgen Moltmann, "condemned to live under an inevitability corrupt group of 

leaders". 5 We should never show apathy towards "those up there”, he states. 

Until recently, the power and willingness of the Guam lay person to 

engage in effective social action against injustice has been relatively weak. This is 

perhaps explained by the system of autocratic paternalism commenced by the 

Spaniards three hundred years ago and continued by the US. Navy as well asthe 

United States and the Government of Guam. Just as in the Philippines, paternalism of 

outside ruling powers has been extended to an "internal" paternalism of the 

powerful. This power has been enhanced by the compadre system, an extensive 

network of god-parent relationships. 7/6 Furthermore, a system of cainchuli 

carefully tracks the gifts, donations, help and contributions of friends at the time of 

family events and emergencies such as marriage, death, illness, and the like. All of 

Page 21  



these broad interelationships strengthen ties between individuals and groups, but 

also make it extremely difficult to confront others when necessary to resolve social 

issues. The temptation is to keep silent in the face of injustice if a related person may 

be involved. 7/7 

Within such a system, confrontation in the name of social justice is difficult if 

not impossible for some persons. Bad situations, injustice, and corruption are 

regretted, but patience and acceptance are practiced in the hope that time will heal 

the problem. It is asked: “Isn't long-suffering and patience the way problems in a 

big family are eventually resolved? "Be kind. Be patient. Time heals all things". 

But, isn't this the type of "indolent tranquility” of which Congar speaks? /8 In this 

regard, Gutierrez , also writes of the "cowardice that keeps silent”. 

What is the role of the priest and the church hierarchy regarding issues of 

social justice within the community? They are looked to for spiritual inspiration and 

guidance, however, most grass roots social action is a function of the laity and not 

the Church as an institution. The clergy cannot and should not be actively involved 

in the political world. Congar wrote in 1956 that "much needs doing to dissuade the 

clergy from their habit of deciding and prescribing for everything." /2 "The job of 

priests with respect to the lay people is not --- telling them what they've got to do; 

but to make them believing men and women", he writes. 27 

Elected politicians are held in multiple networks of obligations which makes it 

difficult for them to serve as instruments of change without the support and 

persistent urging of an informed and active laity. All persons should have their own 

agenda to work for justice in the local community and society at large. The stress is 

on individual agendas for justice, but accomplished with concerted community action 

to build the community (Kingdom) in the image of the heavenly Kingdom. Some of 

those in the community have gifts of persuasion and argument. Others have gifts of 
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support. Some offer prayer. The outsider, £7 the theologian,#¢ the expatriate, as 

well as the "insider" who is intimately familiar with the culture, Z% all have 

valuable gifts to offer in working for a just community. 26 All members of the laity 

should be aware that it is solely up to them to bring the Lord's teachings into the 

structures of their community. Each day we serve those structures and perpetuate 

what they do. An agenda of justice can only be brought to our community by the 

people making up the Body of Christ who function intimately within the 

community. 

CONCLUSION 

Equal justice for all citizens is of paramount importance. Christ taught that 

the poor and disadvantaged have a special place in his Kingdom. " I tell you, 

whenever you did this for the least important of these brothers of mine, you did it for 

me" (Mt 25:40) 27. Family and clan loyalty which excludes some of those in the 

community is unjust. A docile and inarticulate laity cannot carry out God's work in 

the community. We cannot abdicate our daily responsibility for the institutions in 

our community by deferring always to the more powerful. 

What are the essential features of social action? Love is the binding force. 2% 

Raising the consciousness of the community £¢ and encouraging persons to consider 

new alternatives 3¢ are primary objectives. The essentials are team work #/ and 

involvement of all rather than domination by the few. 32 

 



FOOTNOTES 

3) "For this reason, it is all the more significant that the teachings of the Church insist that 

government has a moral function: protecting human rights and securing basic justice for all 

members of the commonwealth. Society as a whole and in all its diversity is responsible for 

building up the common good. But it is government's role to guarantee the minimum conditions 

that make this rich social activity possible, namely, human rights and justice. This obligation 

also falls on individual citizens as they choose their representatives and participate in shaping 

public opinion.” National Conference of Catholic Bishops, Economic Justice for All: Pastoral 

Letter on Catholic Social Teaching and the U. S. Economy (N.C.C.B.: 1986), Page 60-61. 

2. "They do not see that the limitations of the human imagination, the easy subservience of 

reason to prejudice and passion, and the consequent persistence of irrational egoism, particularly 

in group behavior, make social conflict an inevitability inhuman history, probably to its very 

end.” Reinhold Niebuhr, Moral Man and Immoral Society (Charles Scribner's Sons: 1960), Page 

XX. 

3. “Therefore political leaders, and citizens of rich countries considered as individuals, 

especially if they are Christians, have the moral obligation, according to the degree of each one’s 

responsibility, to take into consideration, in personal decisions and decisions of government, this 

relationship of universality, this interdependence which exists between their conduct and the 

poverty and underdevelopment of so many millions of people. Pope Paul's Encyclical translates 

more succinctly the moral obligation as the ‘duty of solidarity’ “. John Paul II ,Encyclical on 

Social Concern, (St. Paul Books & Media: December 30, 1987), page 17. 

4. “The Church cannot shut herself up, inactive, in the privacy of her churches and thus 

neglect the mission entrusted to her by divine Providence, the mission to form in man his fullness 

and thus ceaselessly to collaborate in building the solid basis of society. This mission is of her 

essence’ (Pius XII, address to the new cardinals, 26 February 1946; Doc. cath., 1946, cc. 171, 

176)." Yves Congar, Lay People in the Church (Christian Classics: 1985), Page 470.  



5. "Dostoevsky wrote in a book that we are responsible (and we may be to blame) for 

everything and everybody. It is not a matter of books. Many Christians - and non-Christians too 

- live it. When they see that something they value will not be done if they do not do it, they feel 

personally called by a higher power; and at God's word they voluntarily add other 

ibilities to those already incumbent on them." Yves Congar, Lay People in the Church 

. WW To glake present one who was once crucified in the name of bourgeois religion means to 

bourgeois religion in a society with the churches as institutions which freely criticize 

society, and which in this way are dysfunctional to themselves. This happens in theory through 

criticism of idols, taboos, hostile caricatures and self-justifications in political religion, and in 

practice in support for those “others” wh Covet come the victims of the political religions 

which are dominant at any particular time. Jurgen Moltmann, The Crucified God (Harper 

SanF isco: 1991), Page 325. 

\ 
7. ose who always have a habit of asking for answers and directions ready-made, who are 

always afraid of taking an initiative on their own, run the risk of becoming infantile, poor- 

spirited, ineffectual and at last of drawing back altogether from any new undertaking that 
/ / 

i! 

requires decision and wholeheartedachs. Yrés Congar, Lay People in the Church (Christian 

Classics: 1985), Page 437. 

8. “To the sensitive spirit, society must always remain something of the jungle, which indeed 

it is, something of the world of nature, which might be brought a little nearer the kingdom of God, 

if only the sensitive spirit could learn, how to use the forces of nature to defeat nature, how to use 

force in order to establish justice. Knowing the peril of corruption in this strategy, the religious 

spirit recoils. If that fear can be overcome religious ideals may yet achieve social and political 

significance.” Reinhold Niebuhr, Moral Man and Immoral Society (Charles Scribner's Sons: 1960), 

P 

W Divergence of interest, based upon geographic and functional differences within a society, 

is bound to create different social philosophies and political attitudes which goodwill and 
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intelligence may partly, but never completely, harmonize. --- But the fact is that political 

opinions are inevitably rooted in economic interests of some kind or other, and only 

comparatively few citizens can view a problem of social policy without regard to their interest. 

Conflicting interests therefore can never be completely resolved; and minorities will yield only 

because the majority has come into control of the police power of the state and may, if the occasion 

arises, augment that power by its own military strength." Reinhold Niebuhr, Moral Man and 

Immoral Society (Charles Scribner's Sons: 1960), Page 4-5. 

10. "For the Latin American Church, it is becoming increasingly clearer that to be in the 

world without being of the world means concretely to be in the system without being of the 

system. It is evident that only a break with the unjust order and a frank commitment to a new 

society can make the message of love which the Christian community bears credible to Latin 

Americans. These demands should lead the Church to a profound revision of its manner of 

preaching the Word and of living and celebrating its faith.” Gustavo Gutierrez, A Theology of 

Liberation (Orbis Books: 1990), Page 78. 

it. “In the current statement of the problem, one fact is evident: the social praxis of 

contemporary humankind has begun to reach maturity. It is the behavior of a humankind ever 

more conscious of being an active subject of history, ever more articulate in the face of social 

injustice and of all repressive force which stand in the way of its fulfillment; it is ever more 

determined to participate both in the transformation of social structures and in effective political 

action." Gustavo Gutierrez, A Theology of Liberation (Orbis Books: 1990), Page 30. 

12. “The functions of the clergy and the laity can be differentiated in like manner. The priest 

breaks off his point of insertion in the world. His mission is identified with that of the Church: 

to evangelize and to inspire the temporal order. To intervene directly in political action is to 

betray his function. Lay persons’ position in the Church, on the other hand, does not require 

them to abandon their insertion in the world. It is their responsibility to build up a society in 

which man will be able to respond freely to the call of God. They will have, nevertheless, the 

fullest respect for the autonomy of temporal society.” Gustavo Gutierrez, A Theology of 
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Liberation (Orbis Books: 1990), Page 37. 

13. "The methodology of effective social action must utilize but go beyond the educative 

counseling model to include political methods designed to influence the power structures of one's 

community.” Howard Clinebell, Basic Types of Pastoral Care & Counseling (Abingdon Press: 

1992), Page 340. 

14. "All groups that compose society have responsibilities to respond to the demands of 

justice. We have just outlined some of the duties of labor unions and business and financial 

enterprises. These must be supplemented by initiatives by local community groups, professional 

associations, educational institutions, churches, and synagogues. All the groups that give life to 

this society have important roles to play in the pursuit of economic justice.” National Conference 

of Catholic Bishops, Economic Justice for All: Pastoral Letter on Catholic Social Teaching and the 

U. S. Economy (N.C.C.B.: 1986), Page 60. 

15. "In representative institutions there is always subjection to a visible image, and that is 

idolatry Political idolatry and political alienation arise when the representatives go over the 

heads of those whom they are meant to represent, and when the people bows to its own rulers. 

Alienation between government and people is then shown in an all-embracing apathy of the people 

towards those "up there". Because the representatives are out of their control, the citizens lapse 

into a passivity which allows further misuse of power to go unhindered. The democratic movement 

has clearly seen the connection between political idolatry, with the consequent apathy of its 

subjects, and the deprivation of political rights. Democracy has no monuments.” Jurgen 

Moltmann, The Crucified God (HarperSanFancisco: 1991), Page 328. 

16. "But walls, guards, and vicious dogs are not the only means of defense the rich have. They 

have a much more subtle weapon, forged over the centuries: paternalism. This, in effect, is what 

the Aacendero of Negros says to his workers: 'I own the land, you own nothing. I own the plot 

where your hut stands, and | own your hut. Because you have nothing, you work for me and I give 

you a wage insufficient to provide you with a living. Thus, you have to come to me for a bit of rice 

in hard times, for medicine when you are sick, for my care to assure the education of your 
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children, for your baptisms, marriages, funerals. You are always indebted to me, and you even 

owe me gratitude." Paternalism is reinforced by the compadre system. A tenant farmer asks his 

iandlord to be the godfather of his child. He thus gains a certain security, but loses the freedom 

to express grievances against his landlord. It is not hard to see how such a situation does nothing 

to foster a spirit of resistance.” Michel Bavarel, New Communities, New Ministries (Orbis Books: 

1983), Page 88. 

17. "One type of connivance, which is clearer today now that we have a better knowledge of our 

social reality, takes the form of sins of omission: "We regard ourselves as guilty for keeping 

silence in the face of the events agitating our country. In the face of repression, detentions, the 

economic crisis, the loss of jobs by so many workers, murders and tortures, we have kept silent as 

though we did not belong to that world.” The cowardice that keeps silent in the face of the 

sufferings of the poor and that offers any number of adroit justifications represents an especially 

serious failure of Latin American Christians. However, it is not always easy to be lucid in this 

regard.” Gustavo Gutierrez, We Drink From Qur Own Wells (Orbis Books: 1984), Page 97. 

18. "A Christian who is conscious of his responsibility towards the least of his brethren 

cannot tolerate an indolent tranquility. So far from standing aside, he will be up and doing, 

pitting himself against inertia in this great spiritual struggle whose aim is to build up society, or 

rather, to give it a soul’ (Pius XII, Christmas message, 1942; A.A.S., 1943, p. 15). " Yves Congar,_ 

Lay People in the Church (Christian Classics: 1985), Page 469. 

19. “There is much that needs doing to cure lay people of their mania for looking for 

directions that dispense then from thinking out their own problems, and to dissuade the clergy 

from their habit of deciding and prescribing for everything. Lay people in the church.” Yves 

Congar, Lay People in the Church (Christian Classics: 1985), Page 438. 

20. "So it would seem that true interreligious dialogue must seek a way of living united 

together in progressing as fellow pilgrims into the truth, and at the same time facing the untruth 

of the world in order to liberate a suffering humanity and build a new world of compassion and  



peace. If persons of different religions can practice the "dialogue of life" suggested by Lubach, 

there can be a greater "reciprocal negation”, a mutual kenotic love that generates interreligious 

unity so that there can be a deeper communion of persons committed to the healing of a broken, 

wounded, divided and suffering humanity. In this way, there can be an interreligious 

collaboration for the creation of a supra-historical self-determination of unity that can embrace 

all humankind. --- So to conclude this important chapter, it is valuable to remember that 

throughout this book, I have stressed that spirituality today must seek not only the personal 

transformation of the individual, but also the social transformation of humankind.” Donald W. 

Mitchell, Spirituality and Emptiness (Paulist Press: 1991), Page 180. 

21. "Every citizen also has the responsibility to work to secure justice and human rights 

through an organized social response. In the words of Pius XI, "Charity will never be true charity 

unless it takes justice into account . . . . Let no one attempt with small gifts of charity so exempt 

himself from the great duties imposed by justice The guaranteeing of basic justice for all is not an 

optional expression of largesse but an inescapable duty for the whole of society.” National 

Conference of Catholic Bishops, Economic Justice for All: Pastoral Letter on Catholic Social 

Teaching and the U. S. Economy (N.C.C.B.: 1986), Page 60. 

22. " Lay persons should not --- "separate their union with Christ from their ordinary life; 

but through the very performance of their tasks, which are God's will for them, actually promote 

the growth of their union with him. This is the path along which laymen must advance, fervently, 

joyfully, overcoming difficulties with prudent patient efforts. Family cares should not be 

foreign to their spirituality, nor any other temporal interest; in the words of the apostle: 

‘Whatever you are doing, whether speaking or acting, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, giving thanks to God the Father through him’ (Col. 3:17). A life like this calls for a 

continuous exercise of faith, hope and charity. --- Generously, they exert all their energies in 

extending God's kingdom, in making the Christian spirit a vital energizing force in the temporal 

sphere.” Decree on the Apostolate of Lay People, (Vatican II, Apostolicam Actuositatem: 18 

November, 1965), Section 4. 
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23. "Despite the obvious and real problems of paternalism and colonialism, which have 

frequently marked the expatriate's presence in a culture, the expatriates role in the development 

of local theologies has often been quite significant. One wonders if the liberation theologies and 

the small Christian communities could have developed as rapidly in Latin America without the 

help of those foreign religious leaders. The expatriate can also be the bearer of the lived 

experience of other communities, experience that can challenge and enrich a local community. 

Without the presence of outside experience, a local church runs the risk of turning it on itself, 

becoming self-satisfied with its own achievements. The expatriate, as an outsider, can sometimes 

hear things going on in a community not heard by a native member of that community.” Robert J. 

Schreiter, Constructing Local Theologies (Orbis Books 1986), page 19. 

24. "Thus the professional theologian has an indispensable but limited role. The 

theologian cannot create a theology in isolation from the community's experience; but the 

community has need of the theologian's knowledge to ground its own experience within the 

Christian traditions of faith. In so doing, the theologian helps to create the bonds of mutual 

accountability between local and world church.” Robert J. Schreiter, Constructing Local 

Theologies (Orbis Books 1986), page 18. 

25, “The first is to avoid the continuance of paternalistic history in which outsiders, barely 

familiar with a culture, would make decisions about adaptation and what would be “best” for a 

focal culture. While many would accept this assumption today, the actual practice of it, as we 

shall see, is nonetheless difficult. This paternalistic attitude prevailed (often unconsciously) not 

only among those who invaded the culture, but often also in the "indigenous leadership” left 

behind to govern." Robert J. Schreiter, Constructing Local Theologies (Orbis Books 1986), page 

39. 

26. "Young people - those from their teens into their thirties - can divorce social action from 

religiosity. They think that the church should be involved in social action but they don’t identify 

social action as religious in itself. What the younger Catholics are looking for is a more spiritual 

response from the church, and they want that at an individual level. The parish is set up to 
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respond more to the community than to the individual. But the spiritual need is experienced at 

the latter level.” Eugene Kennedy, Tomorrow's Catholics Yesterday's Church (Harper & Row: 

1988), Page 40. 

27. "Earlier I pointed out the important part that Matthew 25:31-46 plays in the Latin 

American spiritual experience. The passage is a great help in grasping the requirement of 

effective action in the service of the other. And indeed not only of effective action but also of 

what we might call the "earthiness" of Christian lobe, in contrast to a spirituvalistic 

interpretation of that love. The Matthean text makes it easier to understand that encounter with 

the poor through concrete works is a necessary step in view of encounter with Christ himself.” 

Gustavo Gutierrez, We Drink From Our Own Wells (Orbis Books: 1984), Page 112. 

28. "A commitment that takes shape in effective action is therefore required by the gratuitous 

love of the Lord, but let us not forget that an inverse moment is also needed: the contemplation 

that historical action calls for.” Gustavo Gutierrez, We Drink From Qur Own Wells (Orbis Books: 

1984), Page 113. 

29. “Liberation, therefore, must begin not with action (especially not with the simple 

expenditure of large sums of money for the schooling of society, as Ivan Illich deplores), but with 

the raising of consciousness, with the awareness of suffering and repentance. The various 

impasses of poverty and oppression can never be moved by first-order change.” Angie O'Gorman,_ 

The Universe Bends Toward Justice (New Society Publishers: 1990.) 

30. “The idea is nothing new. Impasse situations have long been viewed by visionaries as 

creative junctures. St. James told his readers to “count it all joy when you met various trials” 

(James 1:2). But Christians have never taken that as seriously as they might have; nor have they 

applied it sufficiently to political realities. Ironically, we seldom are fully aware of the trials or 

impasses we actually face. Therefore, we carry on with the same hopeless activity and fail to 

reflect on new alternatives long after the need for change has become apparent. Particularly, we 

find ourselves amidst impasses situations formed by social and political forces, and we view them  



with a passive sense of inevitability. They contain no joy, offer no promise of paradox. Instead of 

letting them take form before us as thoroughgoing impasse, forcing to an end our habitual methods 

of acting, we simply carry on with conventional solutions.” Howard Clinebell, Basic Types of 

Pastoral Care & Counseling (Abingdon Press: 1992), Page 223. 

31. "To change institutional structures (the essential goal of social action) usually requires a 

team effort. The most effective instrument for this is a well-prepared task force with a focused 

change target.” Howard Clinebell, Basic Types of Pastoral Care & Counseling (Abingdon Press: 

1992), Page 342. 

32. "Pastoral leadership that combines the skills of the creative educator, the effective group 

facilitator, and the political activists can help a church become a more significant influence for 

social change. Educative counseling methods, combined with social change strategies, can help 

liberate the potential of a congregation to be a greater influence for transformation in its 

community and world, to the end that all persons will have an opportunity to develop more of 

their God-given potentialities!” Howard Clinebell, Basic Types of Pastoral Care & Counseling 

(Abingdon Press: 1992), Page 346. 

 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Michel Bavarel, New Communities, New Ministries (Orbis Books: 1983). 

Walbert Buhimann, The Coming of the Third Church (Orbis Books: 1982) 

Howard Clinebell, Basic Types of Pastoral Care & Counseling (Abingdon Press: 1992) 

Yves Congar, Lay People in the Church (Christian Classics: 1985) 

Decree on the Apostolate of Lay People, (Vatican II, Apostolicam Actuositatem: 18 
November, 1965) 

Richard M. Gula, Reason Informed by Faith (Paulist Press: 1989) 

Gustavo Gutierrez, A Theology of Liberation (Orbis Books: 1990) 

Gustavo Gutierrez, We Drink From Our Own Wells (Orbis Books: 1984) 

Robert L.Kinast, Let the Ministry Teach (Center for Theological Reflection, Madeira 
Beach, Fla.) 

John Paul I1,Encyclical on Social Concern, (St. Paul Books & Media: December 30, 
1987) 

Eugene Kennedy, Tomorrow's Catholics Yesterday's Church (Harper & Row: 1988) 

Meckel & Moore, Self and Liberation: The Jung/Buddhist Dialogue (Paulist Press: 

1992) 

Donald W. Mitchell, Spirituality and Emptiness (Paulist Press: 1991) 

Jurgen Moltmann, The Crucified God (Harper SanFancisco: 1991) 

National Conference of Catholic Bishops, Economic Justice for All: Pastoral Letter on 
Catholic Social Teaching and the U. S. Economy (N.C.C.B.: 1986) 

Reinhold Niebuhr, Moral Man and Immoral Society (Charles Scribner's Sons: 1960) 

Timothy E. O'Connell, Principles for a Catholic Morality (Harper & Row: 1990) 

Angie O'Gorman, The Universe Bends Toward Justice (New Society Publishers: 1990.) 

William J. Rademacher, Lay Ministry: A Theological, Spiritual & Pastoral Handbook 
(Crossroad: 1991) 

Robert J. Schreiter, Constructing Local Theologies (Orbis Books 1986) 

Evelyn Eaton Whitehead and James D. Whitehead, Christian Life Patterns: The 
Psychological Challenges and Religious Invitations of Adult Life (Image Books: 1982) 

Christos Yannaras, The Freedom of Morality (St. Vladimir's Seminary Press: 1984) 

Page 33  



SUPPLEMENT ONE 

TANOTA: PARADISELOST * 

Prayer on the Fve of the lnvasion of the People of the Last Wind 

"I, Mog Chief of the People of Tanota, make this prayer of offering as we await 

battle. We are the people rooted in the land of this place bounded by the Twin Rocks 

of the Sea and the Two Paths to the Higher Place. Oh, God of the Stars and the Moon, 

you have guided us in our voyages to the other worlds of the sea. You have formed 

the waves of the great sea and the deep moving currents so that we, the people of 

Tanota, can find our way to these other worlds and return to our land where we have 

placed our roots for nourishment and happiness. 

For countless generations you have made our family grow into a multitude . 

You have caused the fresh water to descend in gushing falls from the Higher Place. 

The water has nourished both our bodies and our gardens where our taro and rice 

grow. Your waters have filled our fish ponds and water jugs. Your fruitful coconut 

trees bear plentiful nuts and from the products of this tree you have taught us to 

make our clothes, our houses, our rope, cups and dishes. We watch our children 

grow strong from the food that this land has provided for their bodies. Our bodies 

are the elements taken from the land given life | by you. This was done so that we 

will protect the land 2 and cultivate it for our needs and the needs of our 

descendants. 

You have given my clan the honor of administering Tanota, Oh God of the 

heavens, and I and my father's father's 3 have apportioned this land so that it will 

serve the people and so that they can serve and protect it. I have made rules and 

enforced them providing that no man can cultivate the earth without the ritual of 

fFictitious story of imaginary valley in Guam. 
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fertility. When the crops become weak, the land will not be used for growing but will 

the fed offerings of food and all our human leavings which the land aches to take 

back. Only when the land has recovered its strength 4 may it again be cultivated. No 

land shall be scraped of its plants and trees for the rains of summer will wash the 

fertility into the sea and pollute 3 the clear blue waters of the lagoon. 

No man shall use the poison nut © of the beach tree to catch fish because that 

will upset the balance of nature and cause you, Oh Lord, to punish us by showing 

other rich waters to the fish for their migrations. The long horned Brown Coral and 

its shorter brother, the white coral, shall not be moved or disturbed because they 

provide breeding places for the baby reef fish and they filter and cleanse the waters 

of the reef, Coral is the oldest of the living creatures in the valley and measures its 

years in the thousands. 

The people shall not drain the Mangrove swamps 7 because the roots of those 

sea trees are fertile homes for baby fish. The brackish water and the thick sea grass 

filters from rain run-off water the soil and its poisons. 

You have taught our people, Oh Lord, many other lessons for the stewardship 

of Tanota. We followed these rules and our villages became full of laughing children 

and smiling mothers. Tanota is not owned by us but rather /# Aolds us to obligations. 

The Twin Rocks of the beach will not forget their duty as sentinels of the approaches 

through the reef from the sea. The ancient sandal wood trees which line the path to 

the High Place will not forget their duty to guard against invasion. We are not less 

than the rocks and the trees in our faithfulness to your valley, Oh Lord. 

Tomorrow, if we are defeated in battle, the land will take us back and our 

bodies will become part of the rocks and soil of our beloved Tanota. 

Oh Lord of the Moon and the Stars, tomorrow the People of the Land of the  



Setting Sun 8 are coming to take this land from your people. Our scouts have told us 

they are coming. These people of the East have conquered other worlds in the sea. 

The tide of their conquest cannot be stopped. A hundred war canoes will attack us at 

sunrise. Our throwing slings are oiled and the rocks are piled neatly near our 

fighting posts. The women and children are high in the mountains, camped near the 

Devil's Caldron so that if we lose the battle, they can throw themselves into the 

bowels of the earth and not become slaves of the conquerors. 

We three hundred fighting men and boys await the enemy. We children of 

Tanota, will stand between the Twin Rocks and fight the invaders of our land, with 

honor and dignity and with the sure knowledge that were are fulfilling our ancient 

contract with you, Oh Lord, and this land. You have given us our very lives by your 

gifts of creation and we now stand ready to protect our valley . Tanota, give our 

bodies the strength you have given the hard green rocks of your cliffs and the tough 

fiber of the trunks of your coconut trees. 

TANOTA BARRACKS 

HIS MA JESTY 5 GOVERNMENT OF GUAM 

June 5, 1684 

His Excellency Rodrigo Cervantes De Silva 

Captain-General 

Mexico City Barracks 

My Dearest Uncle: 

Best regards to you and your family on this third anniversary of my arrival in 

the Marianas as Military aid to Governor-Major Damian de Esplana. You were quite 

correct when you said that my assignment here would not have the excitement of my 

former duty in Peru, however, you would be surprised at the military activity we  



have experienced. 

The few remaining Chamorro warriors are fearless and strong but we have 

killed many of the rebel forces, and they also are dying in great numbers from 

diseases to which they have no natural resistance. I am writing his letter from our 

Fort in Tanota which is situated on the very top of one of the huge Twin Rocks 

overlooking the bay where Magellan first landed in the Ladrones. The sword grass is 

abundant and thick in this valley which is situated between the Twin Rocks and the 

high cliff above which lies the Sabana. The name of the valley is an ancient one 

which even predates the Chamorros who took the island from the original 

occupants. You can distinguish the Chamorros from the first occupants by their 

stature. Ancient Onesare small and thin with very sharp features. The Chamorros 

are larger than most of our soldiers and tremendously strong. There are only a few 

descendants of the Ancient Ones living near the fort. They are in the lowest class 2 

of Guam native society and many restrictions are imposed on them. One old man by 

the name of "Mog" was taught our language by a religious Brother who befriended 

him. It was from Mog that I learned the history of Tanota. 

Hundreds and hundreds of years before the arrival of Magellan, the 

Chamorros conquered the Ancient Ones and took from them this Valley, and in fact, 

all of the Island. According to Mog, the Ancient Ones had preserved Tanota Valley as 

it had been since creation in compliance with the teachings of their pagan god who 

was identified with the Moon and the Stars and who they believed created them, the 

Valley, and all that was in it. The Ancient ones considered themselves fruits of the 

valley just like the birds, the Taro plants, the coconut trees and the fish of the reef. 

Death, to them, was merely a return to the soil from whence their elements had 

come. Their lives were inseparable from their Valley. Mog's clan finally 

experienced its destiny in being taken back by the land. All the warriors were Killed  



and burned and their ashes were scattered in the wind over their beloved valley. All 

the women threw themselves and their children into the extinct volcano called 

"Sasalaguan", the Devil's Caldron”. Their bodies were found, burned and scattered. 

One ten year old girl was discovered, lost in the jungle, and taken into the Chamorro 

Chief's family as a slave. Through her, the only record of the Ancient Ones survives 

in the memories old "Mog". 

The Chamarro invaders were a clan of daring navigators of the south pacific 

ocean. Through eons of time their people had migrated, either intentionally or 

accidentally being driven by winds, to most of the islands of the region. Like the 

Vikings before them, their goal was to migrate, invade, kill, subdue and populate new 

lands. Just as they subdued the people, they subdued the land. Irrigation methods 

multiplied the taro crops. Jungle was slashed and burned for grain crops. Trees on 

the Sabana and the mountain forests were cut for the giant pillars of their huge 

ritual houses, for dishes and as timbers for their great war canoes. As hundreds of 

years passed, the Chamorros themselves established warring clans in various parts 

of the island. One of the greatest of the Chamorro Chiefs was "Tanota"” who took his 

name from the fertile valley in which he had been born. 

Mog tells with sadness his family legend of the fate of the valley. Chief 

Tanota's warriors created more and more gardens to feed their growing clan. More 

large trees leading to the Sabana were cut for warfare. The dense undergrowth of 

the valley began to diminish. Heavy rains washed the plowed soil into the reef. 

The mangrove swamps were drained for taro growing the gradually the sand of the 

sea replaced the fertile swamp lands. 

Upon the arrival on the Spanish, Chief Tanota was friendly and a treaty was 

entered into granting the Crown the valley in exchange for a perpetual peace treaty 

with the Tanota clan and giving the clan the land of a defeated Chief in the high 

Sabana. Father Gabriel saw the potential of the beautiful valley and asked that it be 
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deeded by the Crown to his religious order so that it could be used as a farm to raise 

food for the malnourished Chamorros and in order to teach them modern 

agricultural methods 10. At the foot of the gushing falls from the Sabana, a lake was 

created by the erection of a dam of piled coral rocks and wattle reinforced with 

strong Ifil wood trees. The lake was stocked with fresh water fish brought on the 

Manila Galleon. Coconut trees and many other indigenous trees were cut to create a 

great pasture in the valley which was stocked with imported goats, pigs, water 

buffalo, chickens and sheep. An agricultural school was built for Guam's children 

and all awaited the development of an island dominated by European style farms and 

villages. 

The crops for the first years were good, but soon it became apparent that the 

land would not support yearly crops even though there was abundant water. It was 

noticed that the reef fish were few due to the run off of muddy water from the plowed 

land. It became necessary to let most of the land lie fallow. Experimentation led to 

the discovery that the best method was to let the native grasses and trees overtake the 

pasture so that the thin volcanic soil could retain moisture. Small plots of 

vegetables were grown in tiny garden patches among the jungle vegetation just as 

the Ancient Ones had so wisely done. 

With little advance warning, the King of Spain ordered Father Gabriel's 

religious order to leave Guam. They were required to inventory and dispose of all 

farming equipment, supplies, books and furniture. A new religious order, which had 

no interest in farming, was introduced into Guam. Soon, the valley had few traces of 

the modern farming experiment. However, gone were the ancient trees. Gone was 

most of the thin topsoil. The young saplings of fruit trees could not compete with the 

invading Sabana grasses. The dry grass would burn each year and kill all the young 

saplings.  



Today, Your Excellency, the valley is a rolling plain of tough sabana grass and 

very few trees. A dam which was built high on the Sabana, reduced the stream to a 

trickle. The bare cliffs loom overhead to the high Sabana. Wispy white clouds pass 

high over the valley and merge into the top branches of the high Sabana trees. Mog 

told me of his annual trip to Sasalaguan Mountain where he sits at the very edge of 

the Devil's Caldron and listens to the moaning of his ancestors who are the only 

voices of the devastated valley of Tanota. 

Yesterday afternoon, while strolling on the beach between the Twin Rocks I 

discovered in the sand a throwing stone shaped like a tear-drop with a sharp point. 

As Isat in the evening sun I clutched he stone tightly in my fist and felt the point 

almost pierce my skin. The wind blowing through the dry bushes created a sound 

like the yells of hundreds of fighting and dying men. In this ancient battleground 

men fought for dominion over a once fertile valley, which has now become a 

desolate valley of ghosts. 

My tour of duty will soon be over and I will be leaving Guam on the next 

Mexico-bound Galleon. I look forward to visiting your family and becoming 

reacquainted with my Palimino which you have been so graciously caring for 

during my absence. 

Your obedient servant, 

Captain Silvestre Hernandez 

Military Government of the Marianas 

PUBLIC WORKS CENTER, PARADISE 

UNITED STATES NAVY 

THE NAVAL GOVERNOR OF PARADISE  



FROM: COMMANDING OFFICER, PUBLIC WORKS CENTER 

DATE: March 3, 1907 

Pursuant to your memo of February 15, 1901, I carried out an inventory of all 

former Spanish Crown lands suitable for use as a coaling station and power plant. 

Five sites would be suitable for such project. Maps are attached hereto as 

Exhibits "A" through "E". Appended to each map is a list of the positive aspects and 

the negative points as to each site. You will see that the site with the most favorable 

analysis is Tanota Valley. 

Although the site has some native historical significance, it is largely empty 

except for a few poor, homeless peasant families who could be easily moved 1 to 

another location. The few parcels of private land in the area could be taken under 

the law of eminent domain 12. The land is not suitable for farming since most of the 

top soil was removed by erosion during the Spanish occupation. A source a water 

exists by controlling the release of water from the dam in the Sabana highlands. A 

natural break in the reef leads to the beach between the Twin Rocks where a 

breakwater and pier could be constructed. No valuable reef life will be lost. The reef 

life is very sparse in this area due to the historical soil run-off from the over- 

farming which smothered the coral. The most favorable aspect of the Tatano site is 

that the natives will not enter the property for hunting and fishing. Even the 

poachers will not enter the property at night. This reluctance is a due to an 

irrational fear of the ancient angry spirits of the valley. 

There is an ancient legend that the original inhabitants of the valley had a 

covenant with their pagan god, who they thought had created the valley and all that 

was in it. All the descendants of the original inhabitants died violent deaths while 

protecting the valley. Their bodies were burned and the ashes scattered in the 

valley. Their unsettled spirits became the voice of the devastated valley which will  



moan at all human activity until the entire valley is returned to its original state, 

according to the legend. 

It is my belief that this superstitious belief can be used by us to our advantage. 

Security for the power and coaling station will be facilitated by the fears of the 

natives 13. 

I recommend that immediate steps be taken to construct the United States Navy 

Coaling Station in Tanota Valley. 

COMMANDER NA VAL FORCES OF PARADISE 

SABANA, GUAM 

70: CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERA TIONS 

FROM: COMNA VFPAR 

DATE: March 1, 1993 

SUBJECT: TANOTA VALLEY, ANALYSIS OF ENVIRONMENTAL FROBLEMS 

In accordance with your memo of February 1, 1993, 1 herewith provide this 

summary of the history of the environmental problems which have arisen in Tanota 

Valley. 

The storage of coal on the upper slopes of the valley from the early 1900s to 

the 1930's, when our ships switched to oil, caused leaching of sulphur into the 

groundwater streams leading into the water lens from which we drew our drinking 

water. This was first discovered after the Pacific war when the natives and our 

personnel showed signs of illness. The wells were sealed and since that time the 

drinking water is drawn from wells in the high Sabana where the only human 

activity is small subsistence farming and there is absolutely no danger to the water 

lens. Through the natural flushing of rainfall and lens outflow, the polluted lens 

should be cleansed of the sulphur contamination by the year 2025.  



In 1962 we discovered that PCBs 14 , a cancer causing chemical from the power 

plant, had leached into the soil under the boilers and had contaminated the water 

lens containing the overflow water running into the reef. The PCBs are widely 

disbursed and removal would be impossible. The cleansing by the natural lens water 

run-off will cleanse the PCB contamination to acceptable levels by the year 2030, 

however, during that time reef life will be terminated by the accumulation of PCB's. 

It is estimated that the reef will be cleansed of the chemical by the year 3000 at 

which time the coral formations will commence growing again. Within 500 years 

from that time the coral formations in the Tanota Valley reef will have returned to 

their original beauty. 

In 1988 it was discovered that a nuclear incident 15 had occurred at the Sabana 

Naval Ammunition Depot when a stored nuclear device rusted and allowed nuclear 

material to enter the groundwater. This was discovered after the material had 

contaminated three acres down to 75 feet. Radioactive levels are safe in the valley to 

within 50 feet of the cliff face. Contaminated water has drained down the face of the 

cliff and has caused the white tailed Guam dove to abandon its nesting locations. Asa 

result, the white tailed dove is now extinct 16, It is estimated that the natural 

cleansing of the lens water run-off will reduce the radioactive level of the valley to 

acceptable levels by the year 4000. 

NAKABUN JI DEVELOFMENT COMPANY 

GUAM DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 

1450 Martyr Bivd. 

Agana, Guam 

March 4, 1993 

Mr. Raymond Fernandez-Osmundo 
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Chief Officer 
Guam Environmental Protection Agency 

Dear Mr. Fernandez-Osmundo: 

Thank your very much for your kind letter concerning our interest in 

building a 36 hole golf course on Guam. As we advised you, our corporation is the 

most experienced golf course developer in Japan. We believe that the new course we 

plan for your island will be far more beautiful than any of the 20 Guam courses 17 

now in operation or under construction. Guam has become a golfing paradise for the 

Japanese. 

I am sorry to say that we must decline your offer to build our course in the 

Tanota Valley. We are pleased to hear that the United States Navy has finally released 

the Tanota land to the Government of Guam; however, we do not believe that the 

location is convenient or desirable. Also, our soil engineers have detected substances 

in the valley's soil which cause us some concern. It is best for all concerned if we do 

not further discuss the Tanota site. 

We are most interested in the government land available in the high Sabana. 

We are aware that the Master Plan of Guam has designated this area as a wildlife 

refuge and park and that there is concern about placing a golf course over the 

acquifier which holds Guam's sole water source. We can assure you that you should 

have no fear of our golf operation endangering your water source. It is true that 

incidents have happened in Japan 18 where ground water was contaminated by 

pesticides and fertilizer, however, our superior technology has reduced the danger to 

a very low level. Briefly, we will build an elaborate system of drainage culverts to 

collect the run-off water from the special grass we plant. This dense, broad leafed 

grass does not allow very much water to penetrate into the soil. The run-off water is 

collected in a filtering system where the level of contamination is reduced to an 

acceptable level and the residue is then piped to a point beyond the reef where it is  



released in the ocean ata depth of 100 feet. The natural wave action will widely 

disburse the cancer causing chemicals so that ingestion by fish and marine life 

should only be at acceptable levels. 

We are quite agreeable to your Governor's condition that we allow native 

persons to use the golf course at those times when the regular members 1? do not 

plan tournaments. The green fees for natives will be reduced to half the normal $200 

daily fee. 

Our company looks forward to profitable future developments in Guam. As you 

know, the many Japanese owned hotels and golf courses in Guam have allowed Guam 

to maintain high employment in spite of recessions in the mainland United States 

and the closing of some military facilities in Guam. As you also know, our hotel 

employs 150 Guamanians as cooks, waiters and bellhops. As a matter of fact, we have 

just promoted a Guam native to a middle executive position, Second Assistant to the 

Assistant Room Service Manager 20 . We forecast that the new golf course will create 

employment opportunities for 100 greens keepers, waitresses, carpenters and 

bartenders. 

We were gratified by our cordial visit with the Governor where we learned 

that he places great importance in the continued development of Guam. My 

planners see in the not to distant future a Guam paradise where the entire island will 

be a cemented "Waikiki" dotted with numerous oasis of "Pebble Beach" quality golf 

courses. Your people and ours will strive together to make Guam the most desirable 

vacation playground for Japan. 

Yours very truly, 

H. Watanabe, President  



NOTES 

1. "Yahweh God fashioned man from the dust of the soil. Then he breathed into his nostrils a 

breath of life, and thus man became a living being” (Gen 2:7). 

2. "Yahweh God took the man and settied him in the Garden of Eden to cultivate it and take care 

of it" (Gen 2:15). 

3. Laura Thompson, The Native Culture of the Marianas Isiands, p. 14. "The lowest class were 

descendants of the aborigines of the Marianas, reduced to a depressed caste by immigrant 

maritime warriors, who established themselves in prehistoric times in a position of dominance. 

Their short stature, in contrast to that of the nobles, may be indicative of malnutrition due to a 

low standard of living rather than to a marked difference in racial type". 

4. Guam is divided at its midsection into two distinct geological types. The southern half of the 

island is volcanic in origin with clay-like soil which holds little moisture. The northern portion 

of the island is uplifted coral through which water readily drains into a large acquifier situated 

under the entire northern island. "Talisay" is situated in the South and thus the soil's fertility 

was dependant upon the existence of natural compost and thick plant life to hold rain water. 

5. Guam recently permanently lost 80% of its coral formations along a 10 mile stretch of beach 

due to accidental soil run-off into the reef resulting for a careless highway construction project 

and plus improper drainage from a large Japanese golf course project. Coral formations are living 

organisms which must injest food and oxygen though their surface. When mud and silt cover the 

formations, the coral buds suffocate and die. 

6. The nut of the ‘Rarringtonia” plant, when ground into a paste, is a strong narcotic which stuns 

reef fish allowing huge schools to be picked from the water. Use of the nut is now illegal. Today, 

poachers spread ordinary household clorox over the surface of the water which has the same 

effect, but also kills the coral. 

7. Almost all of Guam's Mangrove swamps and wetlands near populated areas were filled in prior 

to the advent of environmental awareness. The land owners preferred beach houses with white 

coral sand to the brackish mangrove swamps. Such wetlands serve the important function of 
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filtering the harmful minerals and contaminates from the rain water draining into the reef. 

8. Carano and Sanchez, History of Guam "The ancient Chamorros, remote ancestors of the 

present-day Guamanians, came from among --- proto Malays who came from the fringes of 

southeast Asia. They were brown-skinned and strongly built. Moreover, they were straight-eyed 

and had thick black hair. In general, they had features much like Europeans”. 

9. Carano and Sanchez, History of Guam. "The manachang or members of the lowest class, lived 

almost as slaves. They were set apart from the rest of the society, and their lives were completely 

governed by restrictions and tabus. They were not allowed to become warriors, sailors, or canoe 

builders --- ". 

10. The Jesuits were granted a large tract of land for a ranch and agricultural school. The Col/ege 

of San juan de Letran was established. Livestock and plants were imported. The project was not 

successful as an agricultural endeavor but the farming activity and the school continued until the 

1767. 

11. During the years of military occupation by the United States, the entire island was 

considered a military base. Native persons were moved at will. For example, the entire village of 

Sumay; formerly located on the beautiful beach of Apra Harbor, was torn down and the people 

moved to Sanita Rita a hilltop village. 

12. During the many years of U.S. Navy occupation of Guam, land could not be sold by the 

inhabitants without the consent of the Naval Governor and at a price set by him. Therefore, land 

values for purposes of compensation, were what the Navy decreed. Land was condemned in Guam 

for as little as one cent a square meter. 

13. Spain was careful to nurture the islander’'s traditional ways which furthered the colonial 

goals of the governors. 

14. Several years ago it was discovered that PCBs leaked from a power plant into the soil below 

the boilers and may have contaminated the ground water leading into the reef. 

15. Thankfully, although Guam has been the largest storage facility in the Pacific for nuclear 

weapons, no incident has yet been reported. It was reported however, that some nuclear missiles 
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inside silos in the midwest United States were found to have become rusted and toxic material was 

released. 

16. Almost all of the native birds of Guam are now either extinct or have stopped migrating to 

Guam due to several factors: the destruction of the wetlands, the large introduced cat population 

and the accidental introduction of the brown tree snake. 

17. Guam, a small island about thirty miles by seven miles, presently has half a dozen golf 

courses. A dozen more have been approved or are already under construction. The pest problem 

in Guam and the lack of naturally fertile soil will require large amounts of pesticides and 

fertilizer for the numerous golf courses. Concern has been expressed that the residue of these 

chemicals might drain into the ground water used for drinking and may also endanger the reef. 

18. Japan's Shizuoka Prefecture placed a moratorium on all new golf course construction due to 

golf course originated water contamination which caused an endangered monkey species to develop 

genetic disorders as well as cancer. Many other locations in Japan have done the same. Japan 

seldom allows potentially harmful chemical pesticides or fertilizers to be used on new golf 

courses. The difficulty in satisfying Japanese love of golf has prompted a great interest in off- 

shore golf courses. 

19. Most Japanese owned golf courses allow a limited number of islanders to have “associate” 

memberships which permit them to play at reduced green fees at times when the regular members 

have not closed the course for special tournaments. 

20. Most top management positions in Guam's hotels are held by non-islanders. 

 



SUPPLEMENTTWO 

PASSION SUNDAY 

Her lips brushed his cheek and she uttered something that sounded like 

"See ya later Gramps”. Then she was gone. Rocky was at that stage between 

wakefulness and sleep which made it difficult to distinguish dreams from reality. 

Was his sixteen year old granddaughter's greeting a dream? He called out, but 

Jennifer didn't answer. Alone again. Alone - except for his pain. 

Jennifer rushed from the house to the pickup truck parked near the corner. 

It had taken her longer than she expected to finish the dishes and clean the kitchen 

and Rick was angry. Rick was angry a lot recently. When her mother had ordered 

her not to see Rick she ignored the restriction. The breaking of the rules excited her 

and added to the romance. But now, the sneaking out and the secretiveness seemed 

only to give her a sense of shame. She loved Rick but his possessiveness frightened 

her. Yet no one had loved her before with the same intensity. Jennifer's own father 

was coolly affectionate on those few occasions he had visited her in the years since 

her parents had divorced. Her mother, Edna, was always impatient with her and 

very seldom at home. Gramps was always home and ever available, but she had 

little in common with her eighty vear old grandfather. As Rocky grew more and 

more feeble, Jennifer felt she was becoming more of a baby sitter than a grandchild. 

As the truck headed towards the motel on the outskirts of town, neither Rick or 

Jennifer had much to say. 

Rocky was concerned about Jennifer's secret life and he had discussed the 

issue with Edna, but when he suggested firmness, the mother responded " Do you  



wanta make her run away"? It appeared to Rocky that Jenny had already run away - 

and so had her mother. Rocky's wife had died ten years earlier and he had lived, 

successively, with several of his children. Now, in his last years he found himself 

part of what the modern psychologists call a "dysfunctional family”. However, his 

worry about Jenny was overshadowed by his confrontation with his own serious pain 

and impending death. 

Jenny and Rick later left the motel quietly. Their relationship seemed to be 

purely sexual. Their interests differed and they had little to talk about. He was a 

high school drop-out, now 25, and still working as a yardman in a lumberyard. She 

was a high school sophomore but had little interest in learning. For obvious reasons, 

the couple could not be seen in public, so they spent their time together like 

fugitives hiding in the darkness. The strain was beginning to have an effect on 

their relationship. She felt she was losing Rick. The time was coming for a decision. 

Either break off with Rick or leave town with him as he had been pressing her. 

Rick's brother in a distant city said a job was available and also the couple could live 

in hisapartment. Would her mother complain to the police? If she did so, it could 

mean serious trouble for Rick. Any home study of her family, however, would 

disclose the facts of her mother's life which could easily cause Edna to lose custody. 

Her father had remarried and now had three young children to care for. It was 

unlikely that he would fight for custody of Jenny. She perceived herself as the 

flotsam of the sunken wreck of her parent's marriage. Neither parent wanted or 

needed her. Maybe the time had come for her to take a new path. Running off with 

Rick became a possible alternative. 

Rocky studied his pill box. He had lost the list the doctor's nurse had given him 

so that he could determine when he was to take the numerous multi-colored pills. 

Should he bother the doctor with a call tonight, or should he wait until the morning 

to determine his dosage? Would he die if he waited until the morning? Very possible, 
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he thought. The leukemia had been diagnosed five years earlier and he was told that 

it was incurable. However, with proper treatment by chemotherapy and pills he 

could possibly live for years. Each year, the pills changed as his illness progressed. 

Reactions to the new prescriptions repeatedly caused painful episodes before dosage 

was modified. His life seemed to be a symphony of pill taking, pill changing, painful 

reactions, sleepless nights and visits to the doctor's office. "What would I do without 

Edna", he thought. As busy as she was with our own secret life, Edna always seemed 

available to take him to the doctor. Rocky felt guilty in stealing from Jenny the time 

she should have with her mother. 

Rocky had heard the term "quality of life" mentioned during a TV talk show. 

This caused him to commence thinking about the quality of his own life of pain and 

worry. He quickly concluded that he had little "life" left, and what there was of it 

lacked any "quality". Besides, he was becoming a burden upon Edna, both financially 

and physically. During Jenny's early childhood, Rocky was healthier and felt he 

had a real responsibility for his lonely granddaughter. Those memories of their 

joyful times together were in his bank of treasured recollections and would never be 

forgotten. But now, Jenny did not appear to need him. Her problems were probably 

not the kind that could be shared with an aged and ill grandfather. He was no longer 

relevant to Jenny. The few years before him presented a prospect of loneliness, 

increasing pain, confinement, hospitalization and lingering death. To what 

purpose? Maybe there was another path. 

Jenny's evenings were spent watching TV. The programs offered a chance for 

her to forget her worries, she thought. Alone in her bedroom she relaxed and tried 

to emotionally "tune out" of reality and "tune in" to the plots. As her worries and 

doubts floated in her subconscious, her conscious mind absorbed vivid stories of 

other troubled human dramas. The solutions and behavior exhibited in the TV 

fantasies invidiously became mixed together with her own problems, and new values 
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began to emerge. A common plot thread was the irrelevance of parental guidance 

and the hopeless ineptitude of any older person. Romantic love was exhibited in the 

"soaps" as the answer to all problems. The steamy romantic love scenes did not 

physically effect her as she knew they did Rick, but the constant images of erotic 

love scenes began to steal from her the mystery of romantic love and make it a mere 

form for friendly communication - sort of a performance to show affection. The TV 

solution to a human relations problem typically was simple rejection. Friends and 

family are discarded if the agenda of "Number One” compels it. 

What is this "family life” which is supposed to be such a big deal? Grampa had 

been like both a mother and father during her young years while her own mother 

gradually found new interests. The message of TV was right! Mothers and fathers 

reject children. So why can't a child reject parents? 

Rocky's shaky hand pointed the tuner in the direction of the blaring TV as he 

searched for a channel. As he clicked through the numerous cable TV programs, he 

became disgusted about the explicitly sexual dance gyrations and nude love scenes. 

Rocky loved a good story and, if a program had substance, it offered a 

temporary form of escape from himself. There seemed to be a genre of film which 

was intended to make sick old people happy with their lot. In one movie, whole 

groups of oldsters were taken up into space ships to live in happiness somewhere in 

the sky. He wondered how living in a huge metal space ship full of skinny, glowing 

aliens, or on some strange world would be preferable to our wonderful blue planet. 

While some of the programs he watched characterized elders as examples of patience 

and wisdom, many programs simply made fun of the ailments of old age. There is 

nothing funny about witnessing the gradual disintegration of our faithful body 

which has served us so well and for so long. "How many miles have my faithful and 

uncomplaining two feet carried me in my fourscore years? How many times have I 

remembered to thank them for good service? 
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But when this faithful body of ours very gradually begins to come apart, must 

we continue traveling along as its various parts fall off or become inoperable? At 

what point must we retire the faithful servant and release it from life's pain? Is 

there any dignity when a once beautiful carriage continues interminably along the 

road as all of is parts fall off and it becomes an embarrassing, dilapidated parody of its 

former self? We are given a wonderful, new and self healing cloak by our creator 

which must last us for a lifetime. Gradually, the cloak loses its self-healing 

capabilities. It becomes tattered and worn yet we can't change it or hide it. The cloak 

only remains useable by constant treatment. The carriage only continues to run by 

heroic repairs. At what point does the driver simply move to the side of the road and 

with dignity allow the carriage to be no more? Is there an obligation to use a ruined 

saw until it falls apart in our hands, no matter how attached we may be to the faithful 

tool. Carriages, cloaks, saws! The alternate path which Rocky felt was open to him 

began to take form in his mind. 

Rocky could not help but overhear the heated argument between mother and 

daughter. The string of profanity from mother and daughter showed that both of 

them were out of control. The argument had to do with Rick, with leaving home, 

with "shacking up" and with ignoring religious values. Eventually, there were loud 

sounds of bedroom doors slamming and then there was a unnatural quiet in the 

house. Rocky remembered the times in Jennifer's childhood when tantrums 

consumed her and he was sometimes able to be a peacemaker between mother and 

daughter. Jenny's too-early development into a strong willed-women made such a 

task much harder and Rocky doubted if he would be up to it. As he stood at the 

kitchen sink counting, and recounting, his many pills, his worries began to focus on 

Jenny rather than completely on himself. 

Thus, both Rocky and Jennifer had separately struggled with their pain and, 

alone they had made monumental decisions. Rocky quietly and resolutely put away 
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his pills, permanently. Jennifer began making the few plans necessary to leave 

home and start her new, independent life. 

AtEdna's insistence, the three attended Passion Sunday Mass. Perhaps this out- 

of-character behavior of Edna resulted from new attitudes exhibited by Jenny and 

Rocky. What Edna perceived as loving attitude of reconciliation in Jenny's behavior 

was in reality, the freedom of release given by her decision to run away made after a 

deep personal struggle. Edna also misread Rocky's new attitude of apparent 

acceptance. What she saw as acceptance and determination to endure was in facta 

euphoria of permanent release from pain and death, by his determination to accept, 

receive and accelerate the inevitable with no further struggle. 

Rocky and Jennifer each secretly welcomed the opportunity to experience 

again the story of the Passion of our Lord as a prelude to their own personal 

liberations from pain and suffering. Rocky had not taken his pills for a week and 

he already was experiencing the symptoms which should soon lead to his death. 

Jennifer had packed her few belongings and had written a farewell letter to her 

mother. She had given her good-byes to her school friends and returned all her long 

overdue library books. Rick was to pick her up before sunrise the following 

morning for the trip to the city. 

Asthe Priest, the Lector and the Eucharistic Minister reenacted the story of 

Christ's suffering and death on the Cross, each member of the small family struggled 

to follow the dramatic reading of the story of this sad historical event which led to 

the joyous event of Easter. They each attempted to identify the story of the Passion 

with the present sadness in their own lives. The image of the Cross was the focus of 

their thoughts. Edna had often referred to her shattered marriage as the "cross | 

must bear". Her disappointments and broken expectations weighed heavily on her 

shoulders as she, alone, trod the lonely road of her life. Jennifer, viewing the story 

though the prism of her own adolescent struggles, viewed the cross as a symbol of 
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her personal suffering caused by the sin of others, mainly the "sin" of her father 

and mother for their failure as parents. In Rocky's imagination the image of Christ's 

scourging on the road to Golgotha personified the process of ageing. The lashes of 

the natural process of ageing left marks on him as deep as any Roman's whip. 

What did the story of the Passion offer them in their personal struggles? Was 

the crucifixion some terrible accident of history? Was it a scandal, as some say, in 

the sense that it detracted from the divine nature of Christ? Do we observe it only as 

a necessary prelude to Christ's resurrection? If so, is the only lesson we can draw 

from it that there will always be sin, death, suffering and evil in the world, and 

that the way to confront those realities is to bear them with patience and love? 

Patient suffering of severe physical pain had become a huge burden for Rocky. 

There had been a fairly quick end to Jesus' intense suffering on the Cross. Rocky 

saw his continual suffering, under medical treatment, as interminable. It is true, 

thought Rocky, that some persons react to severe pain with brave endurance and are 

tempered by it like steel. Others are ground down by it and become less than human. 

Rocky feared he was of the latter kind. 

Jennifer also focused on the "suffering" aspect of the Passion of our Lord. 

What is to be gained by patient suffering, she thought. Her mother's life was one of 

patient suffering and withdrawal. What good had it done her? A religion which 

taught timid acceptance of adversity and extolled patient suffering was not relevant 

to life as she understood it. The stories which guided her life, the TV soaps, had 

taught her a proactive existence. Successful women learned the arts of 

manipulation and domination. The long-suffering wife was usually a victim of her 

own ignorance or hopelessly old fashioned. Ann Landers, the prophet of the 

tabloids, rightly supports women who affirmatively and decisively extricate 

themselves from any kind of victimization. 

The family listened to the words of Jesus in the Passion. "My God. My God, why 
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have you forsaken me"? The high point of Jesus triumphant entry into Jerusalem at 

the peak of his ministry was followed shortly thereafter by his quotation from the 

Psalms lamenting God's abandonment. "If God abandoned his own Son on the cross, is 

it possible he has abandoned me", thought Rocky. Could a God of love abandon a 

lonely and sick old man who so badly needed him? He had often felt the sense of 

abandonment. In those times of joy and good health, it seemed so easy to be close to 

God. At those times God's presense appears in everything and we are consumed with 

a sense of well-being. Yet when we're are in pain or despair God seems so distant. 

Jesus, fully divine and fully man, could feel the sense of abandonment by his Father. 

Perhaps, this was God speaking to him, thought Rocky. The prospect of future pain as 

his disease progressed was made unbearable by the possibility that he would suffer 

alone and abandoned even by God. The scriptures assured him that God would be with 

him as he "walked through the valley of death", and yet, on the cross Jesus lamented 

his father's absence. The Gospel of John answered the question. God was present on 

the Cross in Christ, but because of God's love for us, he had determined to give up his 

son in a painful and humiliating death. Ancient Jewish tradition held that the death 

of a martyr was an expiation for sin. 

The Cross must be viewed in what went before it and what came after itin 

order to be understood. Jesus taught love, service and charity as the way God wants 

us to live. He also demanded, in God's name, justice and freedom from constraints of 

the laws which dehumanized the people. Such love is not complacent. We do not 

accept the gift and hoard it. We do not revel in our own holiness. God's gift of love is 

to be given away in order to be received. God's love is circular, not lineal. If we do 

not pass love on, it is worthless and lost in our selfishness. We must obey John's 

injunction to "have the same love, one for the other" as does God for each of us. The 

radiating circles of love encompass all of humanity. We must move from the 

acceptance of the gift to a self-giving out of love. 
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Rocky realized that in those difficult moments when he felt distant from God, 

he had become self-centered and focused on his own problems and suffering. Ina 

way, he had broken the circle of love. Does God want only our love, adoration and 

thanks for the gifts he has given us? How do you adore a God who you cannot see? 

Human life is a journey with God toward God, even though no one has ever seen God. 

Jennny was exhilarated by her victory over her mother. She had faced her 

down and saw her mother's will to direct her daughter's life crumble. At 16 she felt 

like a woman in control. Tomorrow, she was leaving home and setting up her new 

home with Rick. Marriage was not a consideration. Rick had half-heartedly brought 

the subject up, but seemed relieved when she laughed off the idea. Secretly, Jenny 

simply could not picture herself together with Rick ten years hence. It was obvious 

to her that she would outgrow him quickly. She had no intention of spending her 

life with him. But he would be a good bridge to her new life of freedom. 

Jenny liked the story of Christ's Passion. Each time she had participated in the 

Passion Mass she tried to create a vivid image of a specific scene. Today, she focused 

on Mary Magdalen "and the other Mary". Mary Magdalen was a supporter of the 

disciples, both financially and through her work. Although suppressed by the male 

dominated society, she was assertive and extremely brave in her open support of 

Jesus, who was so hated by the powerful Sanhedrin. As Joseph rolled the boulder into 

the entrance to the tomb, the two Marys were the only ones that remained in the 

garden. The Apostles had disappeared after denying they knew Christ, however the 

two Marys remained alone in front of the tomb. Only they returned after the 

Sabbath to inspect the tomb. It was they who had the first opportunity to see the 

angel and risen Christ atthe tomb. The role of these two strong Marys gave Jenny a 

good feeling and complimented her own new-found pride of her femininity. 

Disobeying the teachings of the Church held no terrors for Jennifer. 

Comparing her new-found feeling of strength with the women in the stories of the 
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Bible, she was dismayed about the subservient role women usually played in the 

scriptures. She had been told in Confirmation class that Jesus preached of the 

equality of men and women, yet St. Paul certainly did not write of that equality. 

Perhaps the sacrament of marriage is just an outgrowth of the tendency of religion 

to "put down" women. She had determined that marriage was not for her, but the 

prospect of children appealed to her. As her father had taught her, a marriage 

certificate was no assurance that a father would continue to be around. Marriage for 

the sole sake of financial security was, in her opinion, a form of slavery. Fathers, 

she knew, even if they were not around, were compelled by law to support their 

children. Also, the government would support children if in need. She had only to 

recall TV programs to see that single parent families were not only the norm in 

modern society, but they had a certain glamour. In her view, the media had clearly 

proven that marriage is irrelevant. 

Her thoughts turned again to Rick. If she could not picture herself living with 

him after a few years, how could she picture him as the father of her children? As 

parents, they would be tied together for life, even if they separated. She would see 

Rick reflected in her children's faces for the rest of her life. The romantic idea of 

running away with Rick and having babies excited her, but on reflection, it now 

seemed that she would be running away into another kind of prison, rather than 

freedom. 

Her romantic instincts were new to her and extremely powerful, but she was 

slowly learning not to place too much trust in these feelings. In Confirmation class 

she remembered Sister Rose comparing married love with the love of God for his 

church. Was that the type of love she had for Rick? The primary purposes of 

marriage was to raise and educate children and the marital sharing of the gift of 

love. Love is supposed to be self-giving. She easily saw her future self raising 

children alone after Rick became irrelevant. She had no thought of "giving love" as 
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the primary aim in her relationship with Rick. Her happiest moments with Rick 

were when he quietly held her in his arms, as in her dim memory her father had 

once held her. Her dad's abrupt departure when she was six, and his coldness 

thereafter, had affected her more deeply than she realized. She now saw that she 

wasn't in love with Rick. She was in love with the idea of love. Suddenly, she 

realized that her mom and Rocky were the only persons in the world who loved her 

unconditionally. They had both sacrificed so much for her yet she had responded 

like a spoiled brat. Sitting there in Church, she reached out to each side and gently 

touched the hands of her mother and grandfather. 

Edna stared at the cross of Christ throughout the entire reading of the Passion. 

By his death on a cross, Jesus had died for her sins. By his resurrection, Jesus had 

shown her that she could also rise from her sin. She kept reminding herself of this 

basic teaching of new beginnings. Her relationship with her "boyfriend" was not 

working out. A crisis had been building up in her family. In the last week Rocky 

had obviously deteriorated. His relaxed attitude of acceptance actually worried her. 

It was as though her father had given up the fight. And then there was Jenny. She 

was truly beyond control. But what good would it do to take her to the juvenile 

authorities? Perhaps letting her have her way would be best. She's an intelligent 

girl and maybe she must simply learn by her mistakes. The gentle touch of the 

daughter's hand on hers surprised Edna. Was this a reconciliation? She glanced at 

her daughter's face. Jenny winked and smiled at her mother. 

Rocky experienced the story of the Passion of Christ in a new light. His own 

acceptance of death and his decision to accelerate it, had given him new insight into 

this central story of his faith. It was not with terror or fear that Christ had asked God 

why he had been forsaken. Christ was well aware that his father was ever with him. 

Christ, even though in great pain, was quoting the ancient Psalms which spoke of 

the mystery of God's granting or withholding of his aid. God forever provided an 
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answer by raising Christ on the third day. The resurrection showed that death was 

not the end for any who believed in God. We possess an inseparable body and soul 

given to us as a gift of God. Just as God gives us the gift of his unconditional love with 

the hope that we will, in our freedom, give that same love to others, he has also 

given us our physical selves with the same hope. Our lives are not ours to take --- 

but rather to give to others. Rocky had important "others" setting next to him in the 

church pew who still had a need for the little he had left to give. 

Rain was pouring as they left the church but before they reached home, the 

sun came out and a bright rainbow filled the sky. They laughed when Jenny 

observed that according to ancient legend if the sun shined while rain fell that 

meant that somewhere a witch was having a baby. 

When they arrived home, Rocky kissed his daughter on the cheek and went to 

lie down in his room, after asking Jenny to bring him his pills. Jenny and Edna got 

a big frozen chicken out of the freezer to thaw for Sunday dinner. 

 



SUPPLEMENT THREE 

CHARLEY'S WEAKNESS: EMILY'S TRAGEDY 

Emily's last run was on a day much like any other. It was 6:30 in the morning. 

She was running, alone, on the shoulder of the road and was well settled into her 

rhythmic long-distance running style. It was the beginning of a beautiful day. The 

clouds were stacked one on top of the other with the sun's bright early morning rays 

providing a dramatic back lighting. A very light sprinkling rain refreshed and 

invigorated her. Today, she had a feeling of strength and well-being--- like she 

could run forever. 

Charlie did not feel at all well. He had just awakened at his friend's house 

after an all night party. He was too hung over to go to work, but if he went home 

and cleaned up and took a nap he just might feel well enough by noon to go to work. 

He had felt so good last night where he had been the life of the party. Everything he 

said was both clever and hilarious, he thought. Why did he have to suffer these 

"morning after" punishments. The "buzz" of the many beers he had consumed had 

not yet worn off so he knew he would feel worse. As soon as he got home and took a 

hot shower and had a little rest he believed he would be OK. The bright morning sun 

glared in his eves and reflected off the surface of the highway like a mirror. 

As he rounded a curve in the highway, his destiny and Emily's intersected. 

Joe, another runner followed Emily at a distance. He had seen Emily ahead of 

him on the highway's edge as she ascended a hill but suddenly she was no longer 

visible. When the old pick-up truck had earlier passed Joe he was concerned about 

the driver's weaving and excess speed. He took a mental note of the license plate. 

Joe found Emily's broken body crumpled in the grass where she had been 
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thrown from the impact. Joe cried for Emily. He cried for her family. He wondered 

again about the mystery of our human mortality and how life can end with no 

warning whatsoever. Joe thought again of his own unfinished tasks and he 

wondered about the things Emily may have left undone. 

Cars stopped. Telephone calls were made on cellular phones. Police cars and 

ambulances soon arrived. The license number of the pick-up truck was soon traced 

and Joe was arrested as he was just finishing his shower. Emily's blood on the front 

bumper of the pick-up and Joe's blood-alcohol content assured a quick conviction. 

Joe's previous drunken driving convictions assured that he would spend a substantial 

time in the Guam Penitentiary. 

When Joe's sentencing was announced, Emily's husband and her family felt 

justice had been served but the conviction did not lessen their great sense of loss. 

Joe's family grieved for both Joe and Emily, but they were not surprised. Joe had 

been drinking heavily since the age of 14. He had dropped out of school at 15 and 

had lived at the Juvenile Home, off and on, for three years. The youth authorities 

tried to provide counseling to Joe but when he did not cooperate they ceased 

counselling efforts because of other children's needs. For the same reason, 

psychiatric treatment was not provided. 

The day Joe was sentenced to fifteen years imprisonment his mother stood in 

his bedroom and looked at his accumulated belongings. She thought of the joy he had 

brought to the family as a child. His first smile. His first steps. She thought of the 

sorrow as Joe developed into a troubled child. The frequent tantrums. The low sense 

of self worth. His addicttive behavior. First, smoking, then drinking heavily. 

She thought of another mother and her children. Because of her son, Emily's 

two young boys would not have their mother's comfort as they experienced 

childhood's inevitable misfortunes.  



SUPPLEMENT FOUR 

MODERN SONG OF SONGS: "DO NOT STIR MY LIVE" 

The Bridegroom: 
"I charge you, daughters of Jerusalem, 
by the gazelles, by the hinds of the field 
aot to stir my love, nor rouse i, 

until it please to awake 

The Bride: 

"His head is golden, purest gold, 

bis locks are palm fronds 

and black as the raven. 

His eves like doves 

at the pool of water 

His 7oyota highrider is glossy black wrapped in chrome 

vibrating to the sound of his awesome sound system. 

Wearing garments of the finest denim, 
torn at the knees in the latest fashion 

he dances to the beat of his own generation. 
In rooms hazy with blue smoke, gazing deeply into each other's eyes, 

we make unspoken promises 

of eternal love and fidelity. 

The Bridegroom: 

"Your head is held high like Carmel 

and its plaits are as dark as purple, 

a king is held captive in your Lresses. 

How beautiful you are, how charming, 

my love, my delight. - 

Rings of the finest gold adorn your arms, wrist, ears and nose. 

The paint adorning your cheeks and lips mask beauty with beauty. 

Your skin-tight designer jeans and your spiked heels, 

draw glances of admiration and envy, 
but seriously impede your climbing aboard my large wheeled 

off-road chariot of steel. 

With disdain we look down from our lofty perch at more common traffic 

as we promenade in our vehicular courtship dance.  



Family Chorus: 

Return, return , 0 maid of secondary education 

from your innocent dreams of romance. 

Remember, 0 please remember that preparation for life 

precludes your romantic headlong rush into life. 

You are still the daughter of teddy bears, field hockey 

and bruised knees. 

You are the apple of our orchard, 
not yet ready for the pickers. 

TV Chorus: 

0 Bride, Your teeth are like of flock of shorn ewes 

as they come up from the washing. 

Fach one has ils twin, 

not one unpaired with another’. 

Buy "Closeup" for your beautiful teeth 

and no longer you will worry about offending others. 

Then will your teeth shine and invite kisses and caresses. 

Our mouthwash will insure you against 

all offending mouth odors so that many lovers will gather 

below your balcony. 
Our sheer gowns will elegantly adorn you 

for that dark stranger in your life. 

This lipstick will draw close to you a new mysterious love. 

Our dances of erotic pulse will stir you blood. 

O listen and watch, especially late afternoon TV programming. 

We tell you stories of love and hate. 

Examples of infidelity fill the afternoon air waves, and 

steamy images of love are ingrained on the film of your imagination. 
Listen not to those who tell you that you are not ready for life. 

You are a ripened apple. 

The picker is coming. 

Fall eagerly into his awaiting arms. 

The Bridegroom: 

“Your lips (painted in phosphorescent orange) my promised one, 
Dist wild honey, 

Honey and milk, 

are under your longue”. 

Listen not to the Family Chorus who tell you to return to their fold. 

They speak of a world of ages past and know not true life. 

The TV Chorus teaches us reality and how 

we can find joy only in our bodies and the things of the world, 

Not in ideas, spirit and imagination will we find fulfillment, 

But only in each other's bodies, forever and forever, 

(or a least until we outgrow each other).  



What we see is what we get. 

The stories of the past, Jesus's stories and the traditions of our families 

are not relevant in our lives. 

We must make our own path. 
Nothing is permanent in this world of planned obsolescence, 

corrupt politics and greedy capitalism. 
Our time together is all that matters, tomorrow, if it comes, 

will take are of itself. 

The Temple Oracle: 
Return, O return to the Church of your youth. 

Have you forgotten the images and myths of your childhood? 

Oh how have your fervent childhood prayers been transformed. 

Transformed into the boredom of a sixteen year old? 
Your Confirmation, the Celebration of Welcome into the community 

has become, for you, a ceremony of departure. 

I have no doubt that you will return in your own time. 

But now, the time of your confusion, is when you need 

the solid foundation the temple can provide. 

The Literary Oracle: 
0, my confused children! 

I do not blame you for rejecting the traditions of your fathers. 

Their institutions do not address your concerns. 
I have examined carefully the chicken entrails of society, 

and I have applied my formulas and constructed my graphs. 

I understand the messages of the Computer God of statistics, 

I can tell you the future. 

With exactitude I can tell you of the mind of the "average person” 

but I could never tell you of the mind of any individual person. 

You are alienated and lonely for communion with others. 

You are emotionally cold but starved for affection. 

Greater freedom you desire, but you want the security of structure. 

Material things you covet, but you know that "things" 

cannot help you know God. 

Note 

“The media is the most pervasive sex eductor and the most irresponsible one at that. 

Newsweek reports at the end of 1988 that there has been a steady increase in sexual explicitness 

on televison over the years, and that 94 percent of ‘love in the afternoon’ (the soaps) is between 

partners who are not married, or a least not to each other.” The Hands on Parish, William J. 

Bausch, Twenty-Third Publications: 1989.  



SUPPLEMENT FIVE 

THE VOYAGE OF GEORGE AND ALICE 

George and Alice had first learned of a special "Love Boat" cruise from their 

church bulletin. Alice had finally convinced George to take his first two week 

vacation in twenty vears. George was a "workaholic". He was seldom home for 

dinner and he even spent time at his office on both Saturdays and Sundays. George 

got to the golf course and church occasionally on Sunday but his entire life was 

centered in his business. He justified his life style by saying that he was the family's 

sole provider and was providing to the best of his ability. 

When the packet of promotional material arrived they both read it with 

interest and were impressed by the exotic cruise photos. Included with the material 

was a very curious set of instructions. 

"PASSENGERS: READ THESE INSTRUCTION CAREFULLY! 

. You are limited in the amount of baggage you can bring with you. 
. Bring only casual clothes, and not too many of them. 
. Bring no sports equipment. We have plenty. 
. Bring no firearms or weapons of any kind. After all, you willbeon a 

"Love Boat". 
. Bring one book you have wanted to read for a long time but never found the 

time. This will be helpful if you can't sleep. You will not have time for 
serious reading. 

6. Bring no needle-point or crocheting. We promise you will not be bored. 
7. Bring no stale jokes. We think you will find plenty to laugh at among your 

new friends. You do not have to bring any friends or relatives with 
you. We assure you that the passengers and crew of the Love Boat 
will seem just like the people in your home and community. 

8. Leave your business worries at home. We are sure that any worries will 
wait for you until you return. 

9. Put aside your belief that you alone can solve the problems of the world. 

Believe us, you will need help. 
10. Leave at home those thoughts that the weight of your future rests on 

your shoulders alone. There has always been a hand there helping you  



bear that weight. 
11. Guilt complexes are not allowed aboard The Love Boat. A careful body- 

search will be conducted to assure compliance with this rule. If you 
have stored away in your mind (conscious, subconscious or 
unconscious) a list of your past sins which you dredge up occasionally 
for self-punishment, our excellent contraband inspectors will ferret 
out and throw those thoughts over-board. 

12. Other than a minimum of clothes, your tooth brush, your Teddy bear and 
your rubber ducky, the only thing you must be sure to bring is an 
abundant amount of love." 

These instructions intrigued George and Alice. George found them humorous 

but Alice was very touched by the injunction to leave behind feelings of guilt and 

sin. George's lack of attention to his family had worried Alice for some time and she 

intuitively felt that there was something at the bottom of it in addition to his goal to 

become a super-provider. George seemed to be carrying in his mind some excess 

baggage which was somehow connected with his past. 

Alice asked herself probing questions. "Do we humans tend to carry around 

a load of old guilt feelings, shame of past failures, and regret for past intentional 

acts for which we just can't forgive ourselves? Do we tend to let these morbid 

thoughts enter our mind so we can morbidly reexamine them and then place them 

back on our mental shelf only to take down again at a later time? Why have we let 

these negative thoughts grow on us like a mold to become part of our permanent 

make-up? Why do we tend to treasure thoughts of our shortcomings which we daily 

measure against our current selves? We seem to constantly sit in judgement of 

ourselves in some kind of a never-ending trial where all our past deeds are balanced 

hoping that the scales will tip on the side of worthiness". 

In truth, George did carry a huge load of guilt. He had dearly treasured his 

horde of guilt , and often took it out to gaze upon, to polish and to reanact in his 

imagination the past events. His careful nurturing had caused the accumulated load 

of guilt to began physically growing on him like an extra layer of fat. The assumed 

guilt adhered to the surface of his skin and appeared asa porous gray substance. 

George had learned to live with his odd, clinging friend. It was no surprise to George 
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that he was easily able to get the guilt contraband aboard the Love Boat. After all, 

he wore it as a physical part of his skin! No body-search could have discovered it. 

His appearance and behavior, however, had caused a few of the baggage inspectors 

to be suspicious. These suspicions were confirmed when it was noticed that George 

always seemed to be uncomfortable and preoccupied. He appeared constantly to be 

thinking of something else while with other passengers. In fact, George was 

usually mulling over some past hurt or insult or dreading a future sad event or 

business failure. It was obvious that George was physically on the Love Boat , but his 

mind was replaying over and over, like a well-worn video, past scenes of conflict, 

confrontation, and regrets. 

As George and Alice stood at the ship's bow one evening and watched the ship 

cut through the reflection of the moon in the sea, causing it to refractintoa 

million sparkling lights, George wondered how he would ever cut through the 

countless sad memories in his life which so burdened him. He believed that his mind 

was irrevocably infected with sad images, recollections, and fears of the future 

which he could never erase. George was apprehensive that if he cut through these 

thoughts to the depths of his soul, nothing would be there. He would become an 

empty void. It seemed as if his existence and humanity consisted solely of those very 

images which he dreaded and treasured so much. His very individuality consisted of 

his thoughts of envy, revenge, lust for power and his feelings of guilt and sin. "Take 

those away, and there will be nothing", he thought. If somehow the gray layer of 

guilt could be pealed off here in the moonlight his entire humanity might disappear. 

Two incidents in the past week suddenly came to his mind. During the frantic 

preparations for the trip, George had, as usual, become nervous and obsessed with all 

of the details. He was sure something would go wrong. His motto was "If something 

can go wrong, it will". Something Alice had said stuck in his mind. "Darling, don't 

sweat the details. Everything will turn out OK", she had said. The previous week his 
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business partner and he were critiquing a business deal which had gone wrong 

when his understanding partner said "George, you're too tough on yourself”. 

Normally, George resented gratuitous advice. It somehow implied that he was 

not self-sufficient and in charge. Once he overheard someone say about him: "When 

the going gets tough, George gets going". It made him proud to recall this. Recently, 

however, his feelings of omnipotence were wavering. A few bad business deals, 

increasing competition, a failing economy, and a realization that he was now middle 

aged obsessed him. George harbored plenty of these types of negative feelings. Sins 

of the past were vividly recalled, and played back in his mind'seye. Some of those 

acts of which he had become so ashamed haunted him; intentional insults, 

borderline dishonesty, the destruction of an enemy's character, and yes, worse 

things. 

He has now been confronted with "good advice" from his wife and his 

business associate. Was it the Lord speaking to him? Was it his guardian angel? Was 

it his logical mind again analyzing and scheming for some sort of solution? 

Suddenly, childhood images from the Bible flashed across his mind. Jesus refusing to 

condemn the prostitute even though under the law her alleged deed was punishable 

by death. Jesus refusing to judge tax collectors and prostitutes. Jesus treating 

sinners and the sick as brothers. Jesus finding the loyalty and devotion of the 

sinner more redeeming than the interminable prayers and good deeds of the 

Pharisees. He thought of Paul's admission that he sinned in spite of his resolution to 

do good. Gradually, George came to see that rules of conduct, regulations of society 

and laws of social behavior, with which he was so obsessed, were nothing more than 

sign-posts and reminders of how to live like Christ and always be with God. To love, 

is the only law; to love God, your neighbor and yourself. All other things are details; 

those "details" which his friend so aptly urged him not to sweat. 

George now realized that all these years had been devoted to sitting in daily 
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judgment of himself. His daily "measuring up" exercises had caused him to morbidly 

focus his constant attention on himself, forgetting the needs of others. If Jesus 

refused to judge sinners, why should he be so presumptuous to think he was the 

grand judge of his own life? By what standard could he judge himself? His model had 

been some weird image of a "perfect business man". It was becoming clear that he 

had misunderstood the concepts of sin and judgment. He was truly "being too tough 

on himself". It was his duty and his destiny to be close to God and to love Him and 

never to allow himself to be removed from God by sin and failure to observe man- 

made laws. His transgressions did not remove him from God's love. George had 

merely missed the mark in his attempt to live life with God. However, God expects 

us to observe certain laws in acting out our love. That is how He wishes us to live. 

We separate ourselves from Him by failing to do so. However, these laws and 

guidelines should never drive us away from Him and cause us to feel separated from 

His love. The only purpose of the laws which regulate our life is to bring us closer 

to God. 

George could now understand that he had failed to consider God's grace in his 

life. The grace which had been given to him by God reincarnated and paid for by 

Christ's death on the cross. By God's freely bestowed gift George was made a new 

man. Unfortunately, this new man had been dormant and unexposed for many years 

until God, in His wisdom, saw just the right time to bring together all of the threads 

of preparation woven during George's life. Here, on the bow of the Love Boat, under 

a moonlit sky with the reflected glow of the moon dancing on the surface of the sea, 

and with Alice at his side, all things suddenly and miraculously came together. 

It was just then that the surface of the sea seemed to explode in a myriad of 

lights. Lights lifted into the sky and blossomed like flowers in the heavens with 

great booming noises. The concussions were felt deep in his stomach. The fabulously 

bright and colorful lights almost blinded him. Atonce he thought of Paul on the 
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road to Damascus and he knew that this festival of lights was his own wonderful 

conversion. It felt as if a load of many years had suddenly been lifted from his 

shoulders to be assumed by his loving savior. He could not keep his feet and legs still. 

Soon he an Alice were dancing wildly around the deck of the ship between the rows 

of lounge chairs. Tables and chairs overturned and passengers jumped aside as the 

couple danced. Alice was thrilled to have George, a confirmed non-dancer, now 

certainly making up for lost time. George was thinking of David who showed his 

deep love for God by his dancing. Round and round went the happy couple while the 

other passengers smiled understandingly. They even smiled as George and Alice, in 

their exuberance, fell into the swimming pool. What appeared to the other 

passengers as a charmingly clumsy fall into the pool, George experienced as hisown 

immersion in the River Jordan. 

It was a broadly smiling and happy new George that the ship's captain helped 

out of the pool. As George and Alice, draped with warm blankets, walked to their 

cabin, the last of the ship's fireworks exploded high in the moonlit sky. 

A crew member, while straightening up the lounge chairs, saw on the deck 

near the swimming pool a disgusting gray porous object which looked like 

something that had been flung up out of the sea. The sailor kicked it across the deck 

and over the side of the ship. 

The clear sky was now quiet and undisturbed. The moon shined on the still sea. 

As the ship sailed majestically away, a gray porous object bobbing on the sea was 

becoming water-logged and slowly beginning to sink to the dark emptiness of the 

ocean floor.  



SUPPLEMENT SIX 

CATHEDRAL CAVE 

Just as all hikes start, the more inexperienced led the way. First were the two 

city dogs, madly dashing about tying to mark the numerous trees; often glancing 

back at the humans to make sure they (the dogs) were leading in the direction the 

humans intended to go. Next was 14 year old JP. who claimed to know the way to 

"Cathedral" cave. Kurtis next followed with his school canteen dangling from his 

shoulder, and holding the hiking stick grandpa had made for him. Kurt followed his 

seven year old son while telling him of his childhood experiences in the jungle; 

stories which had become oft remembered family lore. Finally, grandpa followed 

the group so that he could enjoy the scene of his two sons and grandson picking 

their way through the jungle growth. 

Suddenly the path ended. JP looked confused. Ahead was dense jungle adorned 

with thick spider webs showing that humans had not passed this way. The path 

forked into several paths each of which were nothing more than two foot high 

tunnels through the undergrowth. 

"Dad, I'm sure this is the path to the cave entrance”. 

"I'm sure you're right. But we can't use the wild pig trails. Let's look fora 

human's trial”. 

"Dad this 7s it", said JP with the newly independent determination of an 

adolescent. 

"OK, we'll wait here. Go ahead”. 

A few whacks by JP's walking stick at the spider webs laced around the 

impenetrable jungle, caused the dogs to peer intensely into the blackness of the 

jungle knowing instinctively that sometimes dangerous creatures charge wildly out 
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of jungles. The dogs looked relieved when JP retreated. 

"Well, maybe it's a little further down the mountainside. Looks to me like 

somebody changed the trail around”. 

Often, rapidly growing boys find themselves in an unfamiliar world, not fully 

understanding that disorientation comes when the world proportionately shrinks as 

they grow bigger. 

The trail became steeper until it was like a rock ladder leading straight down. 

Granpa took his place in front in order to slow the pace and perhaps catch any 

falling dogs or kids. The eyes of the hikers were focused on the next toehold as they 

descended into the very small circular valley which was about the size of a small 

hotel lobby. Leading downward from the "lobby" were five cave entrances. The little 

valley was like a natural drain with forested sides ascending on each side to collect 

rainwater for the thirsty caves below. 

"OK. JP, which cave is it?" 

"l know we're at the entrance, but I don't remember which opening goes to 

the Cathedral" 

The dogs were no help. They equally disliked each of the cave entrances, and 

did not like the restriction of the miniature valley. No breezes stirred. The sun above 

shined directly down the sheer sides of the jungle pit. The canopy of leaves and 

fronds provided some shade and gave everything a green tinge of color. Asthe heat 

became more intense, the idea of the coolness of the cave became more appealing. 

Just inside the first cave entrance was a sign; Duager Unsafe That eliminated 

one. The next was too small. Finally, just like Goldilock's experience at the bear's 

home, the last cave entrance looked just right. 

"Let's see if we can make a city dog into a "cave dog", grandpa said. 

Coco, the smarter of the two dogs , immediately disappeared into the jungle. 

Spot typically looked confused and anxious to please. Spot was well-suited for the 
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experience. He is known in the neighborhood for his fence climbing ability. JP, in 

his younger days, had fantasized about taking Spot into the circus, but the only 

result of his training was to give Spot the confidence to climb over the six foot fence 

with ease. Thus, Spot became a chained dog was well asa fenced one. It soon became 

apparent that while Spot loved to climb up, he hated to climb down. Taking into 

consideration the fact that dogs must climb down headfirst, I can't blame them. 

Humans don't have to observe so vividly their descent. Just like imagination, it is 

more comforting to think of where we've been than where we are going. 

Thirty feet into the cave, the group was confronted with two more entrances; 

the left one was smaller with a gradual descent into the darkness. The right 

entrance was larger and almost straight down, but with large rocks providing easy 

footholds. This gave the small party the chance to exercise their Indian skills. It was 

soon apparent the entrance on the right, the steeper of the two, was more worn and 

used, indicating it was the path to the Cathedral. 

Spot's big paws and seemingly prehensile paw-nails soon exhibited that he 

was as good as expert at climbing rocks as fences. Kurtis' dad climbed down with one 

hand tucked into the back of his son's belt. Grandpa led the way, urging Spot onward. 

About 80 feet down was a level place where the party could rest and look up the tube 

down which they had crawled. It was like being in the bottom of deep well, just 

barely able to see a little green of the trees and a speck of blue above. The noon sun, 

caste a dim light even into the depths of the cave. However, they had not yet 

reached the Cathedral. 

A small stream gurgled past them and into an opening just big enough fora 

person to squeeze through. Since it was the only opening, it was obviously the way to 

proceed. As grandpa, with flashlight in hand, led Spot on his leash into the tunnel, 

he was forced to a quick halt. Spot had all four paws braced against the opening with 

twenty nails fully extended and dug into the rock face. The dog's rapid breath and 
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wild eyes conveyed the message that he would really rather not enjoy the trip with 

us. 

Kurtis, taking his cue from the dog, began to have second thoughts, and 

suggested that maybe they had gone far enough for today. "We can just eat our lunch 

right here next to this little spring", he said. Through the gentle, but firm, 

persuasion of their protectors, both Kurtis and the dog descended into the small 

tunnel. Grandpa could not help but think of the Freudian implications of this all 

male group symbolically returning to the womb. 

Then, grandpa slipped and sat down "plunk” in the shallow stream. Even Spot 

seemed to grin at the pratfall. Not to be outdone, Kurtis pretended to slip and fell into 

the water. Nervous laughter filled the tunnel as the party proceeded, playfully 

splashing water. Imagined noises were heard in the depths of the cave. But those 

strange sounds suddenly ceased when the party stopped to listen. Echoes?? 

"Are you sure this is the way", dad asked JP. 

"Yeah, it's not too far now --- I think". 

"Did anyone bring any spare batteries?" 

"No", "No", "No", came the three quick responses. 

"Well, we have three flashlights. They can'tall go outatonce. Anyway, don't 

you have a dozen candles and mother's lighter, wrapped in plastic”? 

"Yes", JP answered. 

So the party proceeded. 

Grandpa considered the situation. Here he was with two sons and a grandchild 

descending into a watery cave unfamiliar to him, relying on JP's dimly remembered 

experience and the stories of others about the “Cathedral”. Reliance was also given 

to island tradition that no monsters, poisonous snakes, spiders or centipedes resided 

in the island's caves. This small, ill equipped, and casual party was descending into 

an unknown environment based on their trustful faith in the experience of the 
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community. Reason and logic would tell them to stop, yet faith in the learned 

experience of the community, related to them in stories, led them onward --- and 

downward. 

As Spot had demonstrated at the cave entrance, it is very unnatural to crawl 

into a strange hole in the ground. Yet here was Spot now bravely swimming deeper 

into the cave with faith that his human master would not endanger him. Kurtis still 

possessed the deep faith of a seven year old in the wisdom of his father. JP and 

grandpa placed their faith on certain limited experience, but mostly on faith in the 

stories in the community about other's journeys to the "Cathedral". Each member of 

the small party was going forward, relying on their faith in others. This faith 

enabled each to accomplish a task he would not alone think of doing. 

“There's got to be a good lesson in here somewhere", grandpa thought. Our 

little afternoon trip into a spooky cave is not unlike our lives. If we morbidly 

consider all the contingent disasters which might befall us, we would not live with 

abundance as God teaches. We are taught to have the simple faith of a child, but to 

balance this with a reasoned respect for our safety and the safety of those we love. 

Grandpa knew that the future lives of his progeny would be full of dark and 

forboding cave entrances which must be entered. Forks in life's "cave tunnels” will 

require immediate decisions which, once made, are irrevocable. Through education 

and experience (mostly experience) persons gain the knowledge to make the 

necessary decisions. In our freedom of choice, however, we must acknowledge that 

naturally some of our choices will be wrong. Do we then become excessively 

contemplative and indecisive? Not if we want to survive. God expects us to apply to 

life's decisions our reasoned human judgment done in the knowledge that God in his 

love for us and in his providence has given us the grace and the power to sometimes 

decide wrong (to fail, fall short, to sin) and still endure. 

The party became quiet as they waded down the narrow cave tunnel. The 
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water became deeper. Kurt picked up Kurtis and carried him in his arms. Spot was 

now swimming (not too happily) with his big front paws thrashing at the water. 

"Kerplunk ---kerplunk --- " went the sound of Spot's dogpaddle stroke. The water 

was now chin high and getting deeper. Kurtis sat on his daddy's shoulders, his eyes 

staring into the darkness. 

"Il don't remember the water being this deep", JP unhelpfully sputtered. 

The walls of the cave tunnel were now smooth and had few handholds. The 

group was now swimming in deep water. Grandpa's contingency plan was to turn 

the group around and retreat back up the tunnel if necessary. All in the party 

(except Kurtis) were strong swimmers and panic was not really a possibility. Yet it 

was almost at the point that grandpa was ready to call out; "about face and retreat”. 

Suddenly, the 'kerplunk” of Spot's swimming style had a different, hollow 

sound. They had entered the Cathedral. 

To grandpa, the lake appeared to be a mile across. In the middle of the lake 

was a small island with a fire burning in the center casting light on the huge 

hemisphere of the cavern ceiling. To the left was a gradually rising shore line 

ascending into the distance to merge with the cavern ceiling. Shadows darted around 

the cavern due to the flickering light of the island fire. The underwater beams of 

flashlights showed the gradually rising bottom of the lake and the group soon had 

their feet on firm ground. 

JP suddenly took off his shoes and threw them on the shore and started 

swimming toward the island. In only twenty strokes the boy reached the island and 

there he stood, almost the same size as the island! Grandpa's visual disorientation in 

the eerie cavern was corrected. The "distant" island was now correctly seen to be 

about 30 yards from the shore. The entire cavern was about 50 yards across. The 

"island" was in fact a rock standing in the middle of the cavern pool about ten feet 

high with a large candle glowing in a small natural niche on the face of the rock. 
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Grandpa realized how much his visual depth perception depended on the aid of 

surrounding recognizable objects. 

Grandpa sat on the shore and contemplated the light; how his vision had been 

tricked until reason corrected his distorted depth perception; how the flickering 

candlelight had misled his eyesight and how, in the pristine cavern, it had distorted 

reality. He remembered the dark journey into the cavern and the great joy he 

experienced when the warm glow greeted him. In the deep, primordial part of his 

subconscious there must be buried ancient fearful memories of darkness and a deep 

need for the light and warmth of fire to ward off that fear. 

The image of a light shining in the darkness is a powerful one. He 

remembered John 1:5; "--- a light that shines in the dark, a light that the darkness 

could not overpower". The small glowing candle 30 yards away in the middle of the 

still cavern transformed the nothingness of blackness into a magical world. Its 

reflection danced on the small ripples in the cavern pond; shadows danced in and out 

of the rock formations on the rock walls and cavern roof. The candle also 

transformed the attitudes of the humans who carried with them an ancient need for 

light in the darkness. 

Spot, who had been terrified of the watery blackness now lay peacefully on 

the shore of the pond gazing at the candle. JP sat perched on the rock next to the 

candle as if to absorb its warmth. Kurt and small Kurtis sat hugging each other on 

the shore contemplating the flickering candle. 

Water! Spring water in a small rivulet leading the group to the black cavern. 

Gradually deepening water almost overcoming the group in wet blackness. Floating 

in the black water searching for the shore. Finally, friendly water, bathed in the 

light of the candle. Darkness! The fear of the unknown. An unreasoning and 

unreasonable fear. The implication of evil residing in the darkness. The 

disorientation wrought by the void of the dark. The solitude and separation one feels 
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when overcome by darkness. And finally, light! A meager candle, but one that 

bravely fills the cavern with familiar and comforting light. 

Water, darkness and light. Three powerful images in the scriptures. 

Was all that happened this Sunday afternoon by chance? The Holy Spirit, the 

great teacher Christ, is with us in all life's activities. At 7:30 am Mass, Christ was 

teaching grandpa and JP at the Cathedral-Basilica. This hot Sunday afternoon, deep 

in the "Cathedral" cave, Christ was teaching this small family about evil, rebirth, 

goodness and love. It is very possible that God's sense of humor was peaked when out 

of the watery tunnel (birth canal) and into the cavern pool there popped a terrified 

dog, a concerned and very wet grandpa and young father with a leech-like son 

wrapped around his shoulders and head. JP, certainly the most athletic, and 

probably the most holy, was physically drawn to the light which awaited the newly 

emerged (reborn). Darkness (evil) had threatened and almost overcome the small 

group but they had persisted , not because of logic or exact knowledge, but because of 

their faith. That faith was not blind, but informed by experience and appreciation of 

the dangers. God also gave a lesson in choices. At various points in the cave journey 

decisions had to be made based on very little knowledge. The freedom to choose, to 

fail, to fall short, teaches us that were are responsible for our safety (soul) and the 

safety of our family (humanity). But when we do inevitably fall short (sin) Christ 

teaches us that by his grace we can be reborn (redeemed) in may ways --- yes, even 

by a watery rebirth into a cavern pool. 

In that quiet Bonen sitting on the shore in the absolute quiet, grandpa 

imagined Father Tom standing next to the rock, in the light of the flickering candle, 

holding high the host and looking upward; not looking at "God above" because God is 

with us. The priest was looking at the world above reminding us that just as the small 

candle can transform a dark cavern; so too must we let our own small light of 

goodness shine on all of God's creation. 
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ADDENDA 

 



A. Using a scale of 1 to 5, please indicate which of the below issues you believe are 

currently important in Guam (that is 5 for very important, 1 for not important). 

The environment. 
The coral reefs. 

Threats to our water sources from pesticide and fertilizer. 

Highway traffic and unsafe drivers. 
Highway traffic and unsafe roads. 
Abortion. 

Prostitution 
Drunken driving. 

Child abuse. 
. Child sexual molestation. 
. Over-development of our island. 
. Suicide. 
. Euthanasia (assisting in termination of life). 

. Sexual harassment. 

. Pornography. 

. Cruelty to animals. 
. Sterlizing pets. 
. Crime. 

- Landless citizens. 
. The poor and homeless. 

. Divorce. 

. Sexual permissiveness. 

- World hunger. 
. War and military conflict. 

. World over-population. 
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B. If injustice is seen in our community, what action should an ordinary person 

take? Indicate relative importance using a scale of 1to 5. 

. Talk to a Senator. 
. Talk to the Governor. 

. Write a letter to the newspaper editor. 
. Call a radio talk show. 

. Join a group to work to correct the problem (an action group). 

. Prepare a petition for signature. 

7. March with signs. 
- Plan a boycott. 

Circle correct answers to the questions below: 

C. Would you join an organization to actively help solve a community problem 

which is not being solved? 
No, I might hurt the feelings of my friends and relatives. 
No, I would appear to be a radical. 
Yes, if I could do so without being known to be involved. 
Yes, even if I become known to be involved. A 

0) 
N=
 

If you become involved in such a group, how would you recommend it proceed? 
Get together with a few friends and call a meeting. 
First, I would discuss the matter with my family. 
I would see if an action group already exists by looking in the newspaper. 

I would put a notice in the newspaper and see who comes. 
I would ask the advice of a priest, deacon or minister M
i
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E. I need not be concerned about community problems because: 
1. The Governor or Senators will always take care of all such problems without being 
urged to. 

It is none of my business if other persons are having such problems. 
I have nothing to contribute about what is going on in Guam. 
People should be free to do whatever they want. 
I must be concerned by what is going on in Guam because it is my community. 

Regarding prostitution: 
I think it should be stopped. 
People should be free to do what they want. 
We should not try to regulate people's morals. 
Such activity hurts others and it is not an activity which people should be allowed 

0 do. 
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Regarding gambling: 
There should be no controls. 
Casinos should be allowed. 
The Liberation Day gambling at Ipao is not harmful to persons. 
Gambling on fighting dogs is an activity which hurts no one. 

= . Which of the below are reasons for the high divorce rate in Guam? (Rate on scale 
of one to five) 

. Men's attitudes. 
 Women'sattitudes, 
. Lack of proper up-bringing by parents. 

. Bad examples by parents. 
. The examples seen in television and movies. 
. The stress of man and wife both working. 
. The couple did not take time to get to really know each other. 

1 
2 

2 
4 

> 
6 
7 

- The following is my feeling towards marriage counselors: 
. The never do any good. 
. They can always help a couple. 
. Be careful if you go to one because it is a sign your marriage is bad. 

. They can help make a good marriage better if both the man and wife cooperate. 

- Which of the following things should be done by husbands or wives (enter Hor W 
n the blank space). 

. Do dishes. 
. Change diapers. 
Mow vard. 

. GotoRosary. 

. Go to fiesta. 
. Barbecue ribs in back yard. ______ 
. Drink beer. 
. Drink gin and tonic. 
Mop floor. 

10. Wash clothes. 
11. Wash car. 

. Wash dog. 

~lronclothes. 
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SURVEY RESULTS 
SOCIAL ACTION 

Young adults including college students and marriage instruction participants 

completed the below survey questions in September, 1993. The figures ranked below 

are the percentages of those answering questionaires. Eighty-three (83) persons 

participated. 

A. "Using a scale of 1 through 5, please indicate which of the below issues you 

believe are currently important in Guam (5 is very important, 1 is of little 

importance).” 

1. Theenvironment: (ranking "r"-2) 
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The coral reefs; (r-6, tie) 
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Threats to our water sources from pesticide and fertilizer: (r-3) 
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. Highway traffic and unsafe drivers: (r-6) 
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Highway traffic and unsafe roads: (r-8) 
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6. Abortion: (r-12) 
5- 22 
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14 
10 
31 
20 
17 
8 

Drunken driving: (r-4) 
53 
24 
14 
2 
1 
6 

Child abuse: (r-7) 
45 
24 
16 
5 
3 
7 

Child sexual molestation: (r-5) 
51 
26 
10 
4 

2 
7 

. Over-development of Guam: (r-9) 
30 
26 
20 
13 
6 
3 

Suicide: (r-21) 
10 
18 
28 
16 
21 

~
  



13. Euthanasia: (r-23) 
5-6 

13 
16 

20 
37 
8 

. Sexual harassment: (r-10) 
28 
17 
22 
22 
5 
6 

. Pornography: (r-22) 
8 
14 
25 
22 
23 
8 

. Cruelty to animals: (r-23) 
6 

5 
25 
30 
24 
10 

. Sterilizing pets: (r-19) 
12 
10 
22 
20 
26 
10 

. Crime: (r-1) 
73 
6 

11 
3 
~ 

5 
4 

. Landless citizens: (r-11)  



0-8 

. The poor and homeless: (1-15) 
17 

24 
- 23 
- 17 

12 
7 

3 

. Divorce: (r-20) 
11 
8 

19 
24 
30 
8 

o
h
 

™ Sexual permissiveness: (r-20) 
19 
13 
25 
13 
22 
8 

ow . World hunger: (r-14) 
18 
10 
31 
18 
16 
5 

2 
> 
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3 
2 
1 
0 

2 
Ss. 

4 
3 
2 
1 
0 

2 
3 
4 
3 

h War and military conflict: (r-16) 
16 
24 
23 
17 
13 
7 

- World over-population: (r-18) 
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B. If injustice is seen in Guam, what action should an ordinary person take, 
indicating relative importance with the scale of 1 to 57 

1. Talk to a Senator: 
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2. Talk to the Governor: 

5- 26 
4- 20 

3- 21 
2- 14 
1- 16 

0- 3 

3. Write a letter to the newspaper editor: 

S13! 
4- 28 
3223 
2-7 
1- 8 
0-3 

4. Call a radio talk show: 

5- 26 
4- 22 

3-21 
2 
1-8 
0- 4 

5. Join a action group: 

6. Prepare a petition for signatures: 

5-12 
4- 30 
3-32 
2-15 
1-7 
0-4 

7. March with signs: 

5-6 
4-16 
3-20 
2- 24 
1- 24 
0-10  



8. Plan a boycott: 
5-6 
4-13 
3-13 
2-20 
1.137 
0-11 

C. "Would you join an organization to actively help solve a community problem 
which is not being solved?" 

1. (0%) "No, I might hurt the feelings of my friends and relatives." 
2. (1%) "No, I would appear to be a radical.” 
3. (25%) “Yes, if I could do so without being known to be involved." 
4. (74%) "Yes, even if | become known to be involved.” 

D. "If you become involved in such a group, how would you recommend it to 
proceed?” 

1. (30%) "Get together with a few friends and call a meeting” 
2. (34%) "First, I would discuss the matter with my family." 
3. (34%) "I would see if an action group already exists by looking in the 

4 

3 

newspaper.” 
. (8%) "I would put a meeting notice in the newspaper and see who 

comes." 
(1%) " I' would ask he advice of a priest, deacon or minister." 

E. "I need not be concerned about community problems because: 

1. (0%) "The Governor or Senators will always take care of all such 
problems without being urged to." 

(1%) "It is none of my business if other persons are having such 
problems.” 

. (0%) “I have nothing to contribute about what is going on in Guam." 
.- 1%) "People should be free to do whatever they want." 
. (67%) “I must be concerned about what is going on in Guam because it is 

my community. 
. (31%) (no response) 

F. "Regarding prostitution: 

1. (33%) "I think it should be stopped.” 
2. (3%) “People should be free to do what they want." 
3. (26%) "We should not try to regulate persons’ morals." 
4. (34%) “Such activity hurts others and it is not an activity which people 

should be allowed to do." 
5. (4%) "(no response) 

G. "Regarding gambling: 

1: (7%) ""There should be no controls.” 
2. (24%) “Casinos should be allowed." 
3. (43%) "The Liberation Day gambling at Ipao is not harmful to persons.” 
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4 (5%) "Gambling on fighting dogs is an activity which hurts no one’ 

H "Which of the below are reasons for the high divorce rate in Guam, using a scale 

of 1to5." 

1. Mens’ attitudes: (r-2 tie) 

5 - 22 
4- 28 
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3. Lack of proper up-bringing by parents: (r-2 tie) 

5-222 
4- 24 
3-24 
2-5 
1-17 
0-6 

4. Bad examples by parents: (r-1) 
5-28 
4-19 

3-.2% 
2- 14 
1-2 
0-9 

5. The examples seen in television and movies: (r-3) 

35-15 
4-15 
3-20 
2-25 
1-13 
0-9 

 


