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Introduction:
The idea for this project came from a discussion with the Director of
Religious Education at our parish. We were discussing the needs of the religious
education program surrounding the directive from the Archdiocese to catechize our
5th and 6th grade students in chastity and sexuality. A program had been developed
for the 5th grade but there was a need for the 6th grade.
As we spoke I began to feel that the Holy Spirit was guiding me in the
direction of answering this need.

I was reluctant to answer the call because I felt

inadequate in teaching 6th grade students.

I have taught adults over the past fifteen

years but had no experience with twelve-year-old students.

God was asking me to

step outside my comfort zone and serve our 6th grade students.
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Chapter I: The Project Proposal
Definition of a Pastoral Concern
I chose this area of ministry because I have the personal experience of being
a parent of a child who had a baby out of wedlock. When I began to think about this
project I became aware of the fact that my daughter’s classmate also had children
out of wedlock.

Both of these girls obtained a Catholic education through the local

Catholic school so what was it that was missed in this education that did not
reinforce their own self-esteem or understanding of marriage first and children
second? Was this something that I missed teaching my daughter as a parent or was
it something that was missed in her religious education - where was the ball
dropped in this situation? [ am not sure that the ball was dropped on either side,
but I wanted to make sure that other students and parents had a better
understanding of the Church teachings in regard to chastity and sexuality.
During a discussion with the Director of Religious Education at our parish I
was made aware of the initiative by the Archdiocese of Indianapolis that chastity
and sexuality training was being delivered to the students in the fifth grade and
would be part of the sixth grade curriculum in the Fall of 2010.

I volunteered to

work with the Director of Religious Education to help develop the supplemental
materials for the sixth grade religious education as the textbooks had been
developed.
In our discussion the fact that we should not be teaching this as catechists to
the students but it should be the parents that are having this discussion with their
children was brought to the forefront. In looking at the textbooks being used there
is a parent supplement but I felt there needed to be more than just a “let me read
this and discuss with my child” approach.

We decided to speak about how to

approach this with the other catechists that would be teaching both the fifth and
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sixth grade students in the Religious Education classes asking for their input and
feedback on options moving forward to get the parents involved and creating an
opportunity for dialog between the parent and child.
The outcome was a take-home project that would be created in pieces
(puzzle pieces to be exact) that would prompt discussion between the parent and
child. The catechists would have a 15-20 minute assignment overview with the
students.

The parents would have an outline of the take-home project in advance

along with discussion points to open the dialog between themselves and their child.
Upon completion of the assignment, the students would return to class with the
completed homework and the class would be open for discussion concerning what
the students learned from the assignment and discussion with their parents.

Description of the Cultural Context of the Pastoral Concern
The parents and students attending the sixth grade Religious Education
program are of Caucasian descent with an economic background of lower-middle to
upper-middle class.

The families are part of a rural community.

Their children

attend local public schools versus attending the local Catholic school. Reasons for
public education versus private are economic.
Irish immigrants founded the faith community of Saint Malachy Parish and a
strong sense of Irish ties still permeates the area. The community is a young faith
community with a growing population of young married couples, young couples
with infants, young couples with school-age children, middle-aged couples with
teenage children, middle-aged couples with college age children, couples with
grown children and a mature population. There are several single parents in the
parish due to divorce or deaths and single parents who have children outside of
marriage.

There are also several single members of the parish who do not have

children.
Some of the families that will be part of the Religious Education program are
regular church attending families while others attend infrequently. This group may
have had brief catechesis of the teachings of the Church, but probably were not part
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of a Catholic school education and may have received this information in a Religious
Education class much like their children. So a strong background in the teachings of
the Church is not apparent.
As some of the parents are single parents the developmental environment for
this group will be different than those of married parents.

Sensitivity to where they

are in their recovery process after divorce or death will be required. Some of these
parents may be in a relationship that is outside the teachings of the Church so an
understanding of the implications of this as we are working with their children will
also be important.

Significance of This Project
The primary goal of this ministry is to teach the children and parents that we
are all made in the image of God. Helping the parents and children understand the
meanings and implications of personal decisions that are made in their life and how
it relates to their relationship to God will be part of the discussion options
developed for the parents and child.
Through the supplemental materials, a 3D puzzle exercise, assignments with
Scripture and questions for students and a Parent Points handout with additional
information to promote student and parent discussion is the objective that leads to
the primary goal. The purpose of these materials is to assist in the conversation
between child and parent on life decisions and the results of choices made in life.
As children mature in to adults they need the foundation of being able to
make right life choices and guidance on how to reject peer pressure as they move
through their teen years. Opening the dialog between parent and child through the
religious education program is a step towards building a foundation.
Plan of Action
Why did I choose the plan to develop supplemental materials for a program
that already had textbook guidelines? While the textbooks used for the basic

curriculum provide the catechist, parents and students the basic understanding of
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living rightly there is a need requiring conversation between parent and child.
Opening the dialog between parent and child through the interaction as they
complete a 3D puzzle is an important piece to this project. Creating the materials
that discuss what it means to be created in the image of God, to respect yourself as
well as your neighbor, to understand and respect the traditions and heritage of the
family, to understand that each person is a unique gift from God, and understanding
the results of decisions made - whether right or wrong is important as part of the
religious education program.

Providing a project that could be shared between

parent and child would open opportunities for conversation about decisions or
right choices’ and what could be the results if right choices are not made following
God's plan.
In creating the 3-dimensional puzzle as the activity there will be an
assignment to guide the discussion between parent and child as well as talking
points created and distributed to parents for guidance. As part of the puzzle
children will discuss the virtues of charity, humility, generosity and empathy.

There

will be Scripture tied to each aspect of the puzzle assignment to tie the virtues
together.

Scripture such as the parable of the Good Samaritan, the Beatitudes, the

Greatest Commandment, as well as others will be used to set theological reflections
for the parent and child. As Scripture is read and pictures applied to their puzzle the
dialog can begin on the virtues of charity, generosity and empathy.
Focus on the sacraments is also part of this activity. Understanding the
sacrament of reconciliation as making one whole again should a wrong life choice be
made and using the puzzle to demonstrate that even though a wrong choice or
decision has been made we are still whole as a human being and not broken
(because of the 3 dimension of the puzzle one side or picture could be out of place
but the puzzle is still a complete block).
As each side of the puzzle (4” x 6” block that has been divided into 6
individual 2” blocks) is completed by the student and parent the talking points and
discussion will revolve around family traits /background or heritage, the individual
child and the future, respect and aging, expectant parents and what happens when
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the baby arrives and finally fiscal and global responsibility.

The final side of the

student's block will remain unfinished because they have not completed the life
choice of marriage, priesthood, vowed religious, or vowed single life. This will be
something that they discern as they continue to grow in their faith as guided by
their parents and the Church.
As part of taking ownership of their project, students will bring a shoe box
that they can decorate as a storage box for their 3-dimensional puzzle and
assignment for each side of the puzzle. Throughout the course of the religious
education course incentive pieces such as stickers or bobbles will be included in the
assignment packet. This will give the students something they can add to their
storage box exterior as part of their coursework.

Completed assignments will be

returned to the religious education class each month and open discussion will be
available to the students as they share their puzzle pieces. As an incentive to
complete the puzzle and work with their parents each student will receive a
“passport” that will be stamped as they continue their faith journey through the
creation of their 3-dimensional puzzle. At the end of the journey a drawing will take
place for a prize that would be appropriate for a sixth grade student of a religious
education class (the exact prize will be determined based on budget constraints of
the Parish).
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Chapter II: Planning Phase and Implementation
Phase

|

Theological Reflection
Robert Kinast in Let Ministry Teach states theological reflection is a method
to help people learn from their experience. The method can be stated very broadly
or in great detail. Very broadly the method of theological reflection consists of
experience, reflection, and action (vii).
[ used this method as I prepared to meet with the Saint Malachy Parish
School catechists.

Using their experience and our group reflections I was able to

formulate a plan of action to accomplish the goal of creating a project for the sixth
grade catechesis of Chastity and Sexuality.

Planning Phase
As part of the planning phase it was important for me to meet with the
current Religious Education catechists. This group of volunteer catechists have
worked with the children at Saint Malachy Parish School and understand their
needs better than I.
During our meeting in April 2010 we began with the Hands Meditation for
our opening prayer.
A Hand Meditation

Sitting with your palms up resting in your lap, eyes closed, tune into
your breathing, relax your tension points and go into your centre.
Become aware of the air at your fingertips, between your fingers, on
the palm of your hand. Experience the fullness, strength and
maturity of your hands. Think of your hands, think of the most
unforgettable hands you have known the hands of your father, your
mother, and your grandparents. Remember the oldest hands that
have rested in your hands. Think of the hands of a newborn child,
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your nephew or niece, of the incredible perfection, delicacy of the
hands of a child. Once upon a time your hands were the same size.
Think of all that your hands have done since then. Almost all that you
have learned is through your hands turning yourself over, crawling
and creeping, walking and balancing yourself; learning to hold
something for the first time; feeding yourself; washing and bathing,
dressing yourself. At one time your greatest accomplishment was
tying your own shoes. Think of all the learning your hands have done
and how many activities they have mastered, the things that they
have made. Remember the day you could write your own name.
Our hands were not just made for themselves but for others. How
often were they given to help another? Remember all the kinds of
work they have done, the tiredness and aching they have known, the
cold and the heat, the soreness and the bruises. Remember the tears
they have wiped away, our own or another’s, the blood they have
bled, the healing they have experienced. How much hurt, anger and
even violence have they expressed and how much gentleness,
tenderness and love they have given.
How often they have been folded in prayer; both a sign of their
powerlessness and of their power. There is a mystery that we
discover in the hand of a woman or a man that we love. There are the
hands of a doctor, a nurse, an artist, a conductor, and a priest, hands
that you can never forget.
Now raise your right hand slowly and gently place it over your heart.
Press more firmly until your hand picks up the beat of your heart
that most mysterious of all human sounds, one’s own heartbeat, a
rhythm learned in the womb from the heartbeat of one’s own
mother. Press more firmly for a moment then release your hand and
hold it just a fraction from your clothing. Experience the warmth
between your hand and your heart. Now lower your hand to your lap
very carefully as if you were carrying your heart; for it does. When
you extend your hand to another, its not just bone and skin, it is your
heart. A handshake is a real heart transplant.
Think of all the hands that have left their imprint on you.
Fingerprints and hands that have left their imprint on you.
Fingerprints and handprints are heartprints that can never be
erased. The hand has its own memory. Think of all the places that
carry your handprints and all the people who bear your handprint.
They
are
indelible
and
will
last
forever.
(ChrisGribble.com
http: //www.chrisgribble.com/2006/11/24 /a-celtic-meditation-exercise-hand-meditation/)
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This meditation helps one realize how we touch the lives of others and helps
us focus on the lives that we will touch through our Religious Education programs.
As a catechist we lead children to Jesus Christ and, along with their parents, help
nurture their faith in God.
The questions I posed to the group were:
1.

Relying on your experience as catechists what is the best approach for
catechizing sixth grade students on the Church’s teaching of Chastity
and Sexuality? How do they learn?
. Since the Religious Education program is focusing on Church teaching

and not sex education, how do we help parents catechize their
children?
How can we imprint the message of Sacred Scripture, “So God created
man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and
female he created them.” (Gen. 1:27)?
From the discussion I found that this age group (11-12 year olds) are very
interested in learning about what is happening to them in their lives.

They are

beginning to go through physical changes as well as psychological changes as they
approach puberty.

Children this age, according to the catechists, enjoy challenging

projects — something that can make them think. They are also interested in their
faith and learning more about Jesus.
Because our focus for this catechesis would be the Church’s teaching on
chastity and sexuality we also needed to help the parents of these children as well.
We needed to convey that we would not be teaching sex education but the teachings
of the Church and provide some aid to the parents to help guide this process.
The plan of action from this meeting was to create a challenging project that
these students could do that incorporated tools to assist them in their spiritual
development.

This project would also include their parents, as they are the child's

first point of learning.
As I reflected on this meeting and the need of a challenging project for the
children I thought of a puzzle.

Our life is like pieces of a puzzle we put together as

we move through our life. Sometimes the pieces fit and sometimes they do not.

As

part of the puzzle there would be a Scripture passage that would give the students
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pause and have them reflect on the passage.

Using this passage from Scripture they

would create their puzzle piece.
[ also thought it would be important to provide the parents with some
theological reflections, some passages from Scripture, and some questions that they
could use to prepare for a discussion with their children. This would be a joint
project that the parent and child would do together allowing for open dialog about
faith and family.
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Chapter III: Knowledge Gained in Implementation
The first implementation of this project was in the Summer Intensive
Religious Education program in June 2010.

I created twenty-five packages of

Styrofoam blocks (4” x 6” blocks cut into 2” squares) that included the necessary
glue to paste the student's pictures on the blocks. I also developed the daily
handouts that the students would use as their assignment.

These daily handouts

contained a Scripture passage related to the assignment and questions they could
ask their parents as they were working on the assignment.
At the end of the Summer Intensive program I met with the catechist that
lead the sixth grade students.

| wanted to get feedback on the reception of the

project from the students, parents and the catechist.
Our meeting began with the following prayer:

A Catechist’s Prayer
Father of all families, you have called me to serve the family in truth
and love as a catechist. May I be faithful to this call, rooted in your
Word, and open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
May I use these gifts, especially the gifts of faith, hope, and love, to
serve the family as a witness to you, who are love and life and the
source and destiny of all families.
Let your Spirit enlighten my mind and strengthen my heart so that I
can be a path of Christ's love to families, especially those in need, the
homebound and aged, the disabled and disheartened.
Through the intercession of Mary and Joseph, I pray for the Church,
the Bride of Christ, whose mission to build a civilization of love
passes through the family.
Amen.

USCCB

After the opening prayer I posed the original questions from our preliminary
meeting:
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1.

Relying on your experience as catechists what is the best approach for
catechizing sixth grade students on the Church’s teaching of Chastity
and Sexuality? How do they learn?
. Since the Religious Education program is focusing on Church teaching
and not sex education, how do we help parents catechize their
children?
How can we imprint the message of Sacred Scripture, “So God created
man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and
female he created them.” (Gen. 1:27)?

As we reflected on these questions we discussed the reception of the projects
with the children. The children were enthusiastic about the projects and came back
to class with their finished assignment and thoughts about their assignment.

They

freely discussed the assignment and posed additional questions concerning the
teaching of the Church. The reception by the children and the knowledge they
gained was good.
The parents, however, voiced that they needed additional guidance to help
their children. The daily handout that we provided the children with questions to
discuss with their parents did not give them (the parents) the help they needed to
guide their children in the teachings of the Church.
The catechist said that the project went well and prompted the discussion
with the children and parents as we had planned but we could provide additional
resources to the parents to better prepare them for the questions their child would
ask. All in all the reception was good, but there was room for improvement.
[ left our meeting feeling we had partial success and with the action plan to
make this experience for the children, parents and catechist better in the future.
As I reviewed the daily handouts I searched for resources that could help the
parents prepare for the questions presented by their children.

I developed the

Parent Points handout that would provide the parents with Topics of Discussion on
each unit the child was studying. This handout provided references to the
Catechism of the Catholic Church, the virtue that would be covered and a Scripture
passage for reflection. There were questions developed that the parent could use to
prepare for their discussion with their child. This handout also provided the parent
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with the assignment their student would be bringing home so they were aware, in
advance, of the questions that would be asked.

This handout provided theological

reflections for the parents as well as a Church resource for the topic of discussion.
In providing this to the parents we were not only catechizing the children but
also the parents. These tools should help improve the dialog between parent and
child and give the parent more ownership of teaching their child about the teachings
of the Catholic Church.
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Chapter IV: Personal Theological Reflection
As I reflect back over the past twelve months I realize that this project has
allowed me to more fully understand the teachings of our Church.

In preparation of

the project I needed to understand the teachings that I had never learned.

As

someone who converted from the Lutheran faith to the Catholic faith I realize that
the secular world had been my influence and that I did not have a proper
understanding of Catholic Church teachings. While I knew right from wrong and I
could feel inside when | was doing wrong, my understanding of these rights and
wrongs were not totally in alignment with the teachings of the Catholic Church.
Reading Pope John Paul II's book Man and Woman He Created Them: a
Theology of the Body and Christopher West's book Theology of the Body for Beginners
helped me gain a proper perspective on chastity and sexuality. From this
understanding I was able to pull together questions and Scripture texts that could
be used for the Block Project. These books also helped me realize that I was not the
only person that did not have a proper perspective on chastity and sexuality. I
realized that this is an important piece of Church teaching that is missing in our
Catholic education both for children and adults.
As a parent not understanding this important teaching of our faith also lead
to the deficiency in teaching my children. Had my children had the proper teaching
from myself as well as the Catholic Church this might have helped them remain in
the Catholic Church, not have a child out of wedlock and not live with their
significant other prior to marriage. So it became important that I help provide this
missing link or gap in our delivery of this important Church teaching.
The full impact of this project remains to be seen.

It would require following

the students through their formative years as they move through puberty, high

school and young adulthood. As these students continue through their middle
school, high school and college years, my prayer for them is that the Holy Spirit

continues to guide them in their life choices. That they realize choices are not
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always made wisely but that we have a loving and forgiving God that accepts us
where we are and offers us reconciliation to bring healing to ourselves and our
souls. I pray that the Holy Spirit continue to guide and nurture the body of the
Church.

I pray that the leaders of our Church be given the strength to approach the

subject of chastity and sexuality without fear.
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Appendix I: Parent Introduction Handout
This handout was provided to parents at the first parent meeting.

It gave the

parents an overview of the program as well as a prayer to use as they prepare, with
their child/children, for the religious education program.

Copyright 2010

Popo?

2Y

uly

(AVN) LT: SISSUD | 24421/7
Iva (PUD ppd

AHDOVIVH

"1S

22

PIII Y 2DDULL IUIALY DY] UI
pull S1Y Ul UDUL PIJVIALI PO,

3u1193|,] sIudJey
SIUSpMS dpe.io) pg
suluied|

Aienxag pue Anseyd)

SNOIDIT3Y

«23 Apuwrey,,

NOILVYONA3

661 ‘suonelignd onbi

UOSE[ ‘Gp PAO] Ajjeay NOA JI

‘yony dljoyied eyj Jo wisiyosje
€002Z ‘Siemsuy dljoyie ‘Hoag

1861 ‘ssaid

snieub| ‘(| jned uyor adod)

elfilopn (01. ‘“Ajjiqisuodsay ® 8A07
¥00¢ ‘ssaid
uoISUdISY ‘Isa Jaydoisuy)d
‘sisuulbag uo Apog ay) jo Abojoay |

:$921n0S3Y [euonippy

Children/Students; and

Objectives:

To initiate/reinforce
open communication
between:

e
Religious Education Catechists

e
You, parents as
the primary educators
of your child;

e
ing of “Family Life” according to God's

As support for your child's understand-

Howto live in God’s image;

plan, namely:

e

How family passes on faith and
heritage;
How your child is unique but inher-

iting traits from the family;
Respect for life, death and aging;

PARENT'S
PRAYER

us when to reprove, when

Most loving Father, through the example of
parenthood you have entrusted our children
to us to bring them up for you and prepare
them for everlasting life. Assist us with your
grace that we may fulfill
this
sacred
duty
with
competence
and
love.
Teach us what to give and
what to withhold. Show
to praise, and when to be

Give us the imagination to

silent. Make us gentle and
considerate yet firm and
watchful.
Keep us from
the weakness of indulgence and the excess
of severity. Give us the courage to be disliked sometimes by our children when we
must do necessary things which are displeasing in their eyes.

enter their world

Author

Unknown

Grant us all the virtues we

to understand

Sharing God's gift of love in the

and guide them.

in order

family

need to lead them by word and example in
the ways of wisdom and piety. One day,
with them, may we enter into the joys of
our true and lasting home with you in
Amen.

Understanding community responsibilities, family economics and
global family

heaven.
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.
© 856000

God’s ongoing grace and love are
gifts; we need to be open to the

God's Gift of Family

gifts.

?

Family background and traits
(picture your heritage)

God’s Gift of Self

Know yourself and your future
(humility; picture you and your
future)

God's Gift of Life

Showing respect, aging and death
(picture respect for life and

family—family album)

God's Gift of Love
New family members

(expecting a new baby; a loving

family)

God’s Gift of Community

Family economics and worldwide
family
(generosity and empathy)

Each lesson will include an activity
that your child will bring home to
discuss with you.

Appendix II: Instructions for the 3-D Puzzle
This is the instruction on how to create the puzzle pieces. All blank puzzle
pieces are cut in advance and placed in a zip-lock type plastic bag along with a small
bottle of rubber cement that the students use to attach their pictures to the puzzle
pieces.

Instructions for Block Creation

. Using a4” x 6” x 2” Styrofoam block, mark 2” sections on the 6” side of the
block.
. Using a band saw or small hack saw, cut along the markings made in step 1.
. Assemble the ‘block’ and number each piece 1-6. This keeps the pieces in the
proper order.
. Place ‘block’ in a zip-lock type bag along with a small bottle of rubber cement.
Note: We found that rubber cement worked best for attaching student
pictures to the Styrofoam.
Distribute the project bags to students on first day of class along with the
first student handout.
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Appendix III: Parent Points Handout
This handout is sent to the parents along with a letter that welcomes the
family to the religious education curriculum.

The letter provides information about

where and when the meetings occur and the Parent Points handout provides
information to the parents about each lesson, assignment, Scripture reflection and
suggested questions the parents might use to prompt discussion with his/her child.
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This pamphlet is to help provide talking points as
your child works through the Family Life religious
education book. In addition to the Parent Book this
pamphlet will provide Scripture to reflect upon,
references from the Catechism of the Catholic Church
to provide you guidance in the Church’s teachings,
discussion ideas to discuss with your child and the
assignment your child will bring home as their
homework. To successfully complete the homework
your child will need:

materials

Decorated

Pictures of family for project. Each lesson
will have a different focus and a different
picture for the assignment.
The provided Styrofoam block and rubber
cement to add their picture memory to
the block.
Prayers to the Holy Spirit that your child
and yourself will be open to the message
that the Holy Spirit is providing through
this learning experience.
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Using

the Styrofoam

blocks

and

rubber cement

Scripture from Gen. 1:27 to your blocks.

Responsibility, p. 17 Family Life]

Lesson
2 Family Traits
[Virtue:

attach

the

“A family record of Jesus Christ, son of David, son of Abraham. Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of
Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers...Thus the
total number of generations is:
from Abraham to David, fourteen generations;
from David to Babylonian captivity, fourteen generations;
from the Babylonian captivity to the Messiah, fourteen generations.” Matthew 1:1-17
Discuss traits your parents had that stand out in your
memory.

Discuss which traits from your parents you see in your
child.
God has given each of us gifts to be used responsibility
for the good of family, self, and others—discuss your
child’s gifts (talents).

Discuss racism as a challenge in our country.
Ask your child what family traditions or customs they
enjoy the most.

Student Assignment:
Discuss with your parent which traits your grandparents
had that stand out in his/her memory.
Ask your parent which traits from your grandparents
they can see in him/herself?
Ask your parent which traits from your grandparents
he/she see in you?
Find out from your parent where your family roots come
from?
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him/herself.

Ask your parent which gifts he/she sees in you?
Discuss with your parent long-term goals he/she has
set. Who helped along the way? How did your parent
deal with success as well as failure?
Ask your parent to help you set a short-term goal.

blocks and rubber cement attach a

Discuss with your parent what you might need to do to
achieve a goal.
Using the Styrofoam
picture, drawing, or saying that shows your unique gifts or a

Determination
pg. 28 Family Life]

goal you might have set for yourself.

[Virtue:

"But as for the seed that fell on rich soil, they are the ones
who, when they have heard the word, embrace it with a
generous and good heart, and bear fruit through perseverance.” Luke 8:15

®

Recall a personal achievement that was accomplished
Talk to your child about setting

despite obstacles.
goals.
Help your child set a short-term goal.

What
obstacles
might
stand in the way of your child
How can you help your child reach

reaching this goal?
their goal?

What strengths does your child have to accomplish their
goal?
nt Assignment:

Discuss with your parent special gifts he/she sees in
him/herself.
Ask your parent which gifts he/she sees in you?

Discuss with your parent long-term goals he/she has
ofa] D
3 U

i
i

form

of stewardship.

Discuss with your child how you, as a family, can share
your material as well as spiritual blessings with others.

Discuss with your child how you, as a family, can do
more to support the Church.

What does stewardship mean to you?

What can you do to help family economics?
with your parents.

Discuss this

Discuss with your parents how to share your material
gifts with others.

Student Assignment:

+

Worldwide Family

Ingenuity pg. 65 Family Life]

Lesson 10:
[Virtue:

we are all brothers and sisters in Christ.

Discuss how we can connect with people in other parts
of the world to help meet their needs.

"Love God with your whole heart and soul, and love your
neighbor as yourself.” Luke 10:27

®

Discuss how

does

it mean

it mean

to be “brothers

to reach

and

sisters in

in need?

How can you help someone in need in another part of
the world? Discuss this with your parents.
What

does

out to others

What

Christ”?
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towards

each

other.

Ask your parent how he/she sees some of your actions
as being respectful as well as disrespectful.
Discuss with your parent how he/she has felt respected
by someone.
With your parent, identify who in your family is growing
old happily? How can you as a family learn how to live
out the GOLDEN RULE from this person?

Respect pg. 41 Family Life]

Using the Styrofoam blocks and rubber cement attach a
picture, drawing, symbol, saying, etc. that describes how
you respect life and/or how you desire to live out the Golden

[Virtue:

eo

e

Why is baptism so important?

Discuss the preparation for baptism.

Discuss with your child how you cared for your child
when he/she was a baby?

"At the dawn of salvation, it is the Birth of a Child which is
proclaimed as joyful news...The source of this “great joy” is
the Birth of the Savior, but Christmas also reveals the full
meaning of every human birth, and the joy which accompanies the Birth of the Messiah is thus seen to be the foundation and fulfillment of joy at every child born into the world.”
Evangelium Vitae 1

e

Student Assignment:
Discuss with your parent how he/she prepared for the
gift of you.

Discuss the things that your parent did for you as a
baby.

is baptism so important?

Discuss how your parent prepared for your baptism.

Why

4:

GOD’s

GIFT
CCC

OF

LOVE

1010-1023,

2521-2524]

Using your Styrofoam blocks leave the last block unfinished.
This side will only contain the Scripture you added on the
first assignment. Your pictures will remain unfinished, as
God's plan for you is not finished. God is still forming you
into the young man or woman you will become.

UNIT

[References for Unit 4:

Respect Thyself

Modesty pg. 49 Family Life]

Lesson 7:
[Virtue:

Assignment:

means.

How can you show respect to others and yourself?

How can we respond to the needs of others?

Discuss the importance of self-respect.

Discuss how respect is a way of honoring a person.

"He said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord, your God, with all
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This
is the greatest and the first commandment.
The second is
like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Matthew
22:37-39
e

e

Student

Discuss with your parents what modesty

What can you do to show modesty?

Discuss good manners and how good manners show
respect for others and self.

appointed time for everything, and a time for
under the heavens. A time to be born, and a
a time to plant, and a time to uproot the plant.”
3:1

[Virtue: Propriety pg. 53 Family Life]
"There is an
every affair
time to die;
Ecclesiastes

Appendix IV: Student Handouts
These handouts are for the students.
completed with their parents.

It is their homework assignment that is

It contains a Scripture reflection as well as questions

they might use to talk with their parents

Copyright 2010
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Appendix V: PowerPoint Project Presentation
This PowerPoint was presented to the Master of Arts in Pastoral Theology
students in October 2010 as part of the class project.

Copyright 2010

Supplemental Materials for 6" Grade Religious
Education

THE BLOCK PROJECT
BE RNY

RSS

Background for Project
® Educational needs
® Parent involvement
O)

Something that could help promote selfCS ToTgg)

® Project that could enhance parent/child
dialog

*As a mother of a daughter who had a child out of wedlock and realizing that another
student in my daughter's class also had three children out of wedlock, | wanted a
project that could help the children but also help the parents. What was missed in
the Catholic education of our children? What did | miss teaching my child as a
parent? Was there a lack of self-esteem? How could | help someone make good
choices later in life? How could | help someone that made bad choices realize that
they are still loved by God and forgiven?
How could | get parents involved in the catechesis of their child or children? Could
this be something that could help the parent as well as the child?
*How could | help build self-esteem for the child and parent? Something that could
stay with them long after the project was complete?
*How could | help promote dialog between parent and child at a time when children
are the verge of changes in their development life?

Theological Reflection
“So God created man in his own image, in
the image of God he created him; male
and female he created them.” (Gen.
1:27)

*Meeting with Director of Religious Education
*Meeting with Parish Catechists
*Presented Genesis 1:27 and asked them to reflect on that this meant to
them.
*Presented my story and asked for their input on how to present this to their
students — what would get them excited and engaged?

The Block Project
@ Out of the meeting came the “Block
Project’
@ Pilot of project for summer intensive
program in June 2010
® Catechists review of Pilot

1.

2.

The Block Project
*
Summer intensive pilot
*
The block plus student assignment
*
Well received by students and catechists
Catechist meeting to review pilot reception
*
Parent points pamphlet was the outcome of this meeting
*
Allows parents to have information about their student’s religious
education before the first class
Allows parents to be prepared with study references from the Catechism
of the Catholic Church and Scripture to reflect upon as well as points of
discussion
Has student assignment so parents know what their child will be asking
and what they need to complete their homework

EIA

[Ee

Improved program to be delivered
beginning in February 2011
Parent meeting to deliver information
concerning the religious education
program — mid-January 2011
Refinement of “The Block Project” based
on catechists, parents and children
feedback

Questions

2

One final thought...
PIECES OF APUZZILE
We are pieces of a puzzle —
Pieces of a puzzle — crossword and jigsaw.
We are pieces of a puzzle —
A providential puzzle with room for one and
=]
Copyright

2005 — Danny Quinn — Adapted with Permission
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