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I. Rationale 

A. My pastoral concern is two-fold. 

1. As a DRE, one of my responsibilities is to provide 

educated, energetic, spirit-filled teachers for our 

‘Religious Education Program. This year I needed a 

teacher for the first grade. 

2. I provide the preparation for our teens to be confirmed. 

I stress the call to service and their commitment to 

provide service as fully initiated Catholic Christians. 

This call actually flows from the Eucharist which is the 

fulfillment of the initiation in the Church. 

Two of my energetic, ambitious teens, who are excellent with 

children, came to me asking permission to teach little 

children. They had been confirmed the year before. There 

is no diocesan program geared toward preparing teens to 

teach. I was 16 years old when I took the first 

Catethetical training program. I began teaching at 17 and 

have taught ever since (30 years). I believe we must offer 

our young people a means of being active in the Church in 

the field of Religious Education. 

Our parish school functioned untill 1982. The closing was 

a tremendous disappointment to the parishioners, but they 

were not able financially to support the teaching staff. 

The Religious Education Program was instituted as a 

time-release program. Students were given one hour to 

walk three blocks, have class, and walk back. Since 

1  



I was hired in 1986, we began meeting on Sundays at 

10:00 a.m. After class, most of the children meet 

their parents and attend Mass with them at 11:00 a.m. 

Fortunately, we do not have a heavy turnover of 

teachers, but first grade has been taught the past two 

years by two older high school girls who were helped 

by their mother who is a teacher. 

The first grade is an important year. These children 

are eager to learn about Jesus and there are many aids 

for teaching them. Their eyes gleam with excitement. If 

one can feed this openness and maintain the excited 

attitude these children will continue searching for 

knowledge; Jesus becomes alive for them. 

I believe very deeply that these two girls can do 

the job excellently. They are willing to give of their 

time, not just on Sunday morning, but to meet with me 

to prepare. The have sparkling personalities and take 

their committment to serve in the Church seriously. 

I believe this can plant the seed to a future of teaching 

and I want to give them the opportunity and resources 

for encouragement. 

The command is from Jesus himself. 

"Full authority has been given to me 
both in heaven and on the earth; go, 
therefore, and make disciples of all 
nations. Baptize them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Teach them to Carry out 
everything I have commanded you. 
And know that I am with you always, 

until the end of the world. Mt. 28:18-20  



If our young people recognize their giftedness and 

respond to their call to teach, let us open the doors 

to them and help them in any way possible. The courses 

in our diocese are geared to adults. They are college 

leveal courses. Our teens today are not only the Church 

of today; they are the Church of the future. 1 think 

it is of extreme importance that our young leaders be 

brought forward when the desire surfaces. This desire 

is a call from God. It is grace-filled. 

Procedure 

A. Since the diocese would not be offering the training 

for these teens to teach this fall, I plan to meet 

periodically with the girls. They will be team-teaching 

the first grade class beginning in September. This class 

has nine children. 

B. My audience will be two teenage girls (at this time). 

They in turn will fill my need for creative and energetic 

religious education teachers for the first grade. It will 

also allow them to carry out their call to ministry as 

teachers while that call is ripe. 

C. GOALS: 

1) To acquaint students with the stages of development 

of first graders. 

2) To assist students in methodology, doctrine and 

resources -for teaching religion. 

3) To encourage the students and help them resolve any 

problems, such as discipline. 
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4. To provide a training program that will invite and 

encourage others to participate. 

D. We will take two lessons at a time and working with the 

doctrinal themes domonstrate the value of stories from 

scripture, their own everyday life experience, the use of 

puppets and felt teaching of stories, and the use of drama. 

The students will become familiar with music on a first 

grade level, the value of drawing in place of words, and the 

use of creative crafts that will fit the themes. 

A vital part of the program and the classroom is prayer. 

In the first grade, the children learn the Sign of the Cross, 

Hail Mary, and the Our Father. They can be led. in a very 

sincere and spontaneous prayer. This training program will 

build on prayer. It will be an opportunity to demonstrate 

the various types of prayer such as music, meditation, 

gestures or sung prayer. Various visuals such as candles, 

incense, slides, prayer table with cross, flowers, Bible, etc. 

We will meet at least four times to reflect and evaluate. 

We can meet before or after class if a problem or question 

arises between meeting. 

Part 1l¢ 

a) Reflect on the theme. 

e.g., First lesson - I Am Special. We will discuss this 

first from their own perspective. "When did you first see 

yourself as special? Who told you you were special? 

Do you believe it? Why?"  



b) We will look at different facets of teaching each 

time we gather: discipline, listening, story-telling, 

music, games, crafts, prayer with children, etc. 

c) We will think about a song - the "I Am Special 

Secret Box." (a box with a mirror inside); puppet - 

"Winkie Bear is Special"; felt teaching pictures of each 

child taken with a polaroid to place on a bulletin board. 

d) We will reflect on our experiences, on the Word from 

God, Word about God, and Word to God. 

Part 2: 

Each catechist in our Religious Education Program will 

be presented a journal on Catethetical Sunday. The teens 

will be asked to journal when they get home on Sunday 

and all week. 1 will offer journal suggestions , €.9.. 

if they think of the class through the week, get an idea, 

if the theme topic comes up some place, their feelings 

about the class, joys, disappointments, problems, hopes, 

etc. 

As we meet, perhaps bi-monthly, we will evaluate the 

two previous classes and perhaps share journal writings. 

We will discuss how they feel about teaching, the children, 

and their own growth. We will also discuss practical 

matters such as room appearance, supplies needed, 

necesary changes, etc. This discussion will help 

line up plans for the following month's classes. 

As further assistance to the teens, I too, will keep 

a2 journal. I will stop in on occasion as they teach.  



I will also be right down the hall if they have an 

immediate need. 

 



CALL TO TEACH 
A GIFT 

SYLVIA R. DOLL 

 



First Meeting 

Goals 

1) To reflect on the call to teach text. 

2) Acquaint teachers with room, supplies and NCD. 

Development of 6-7 year old. 

a. Psychologically. 

b. Faith. 

Cc, Peace and Justice Education. 

Development Chapters I, II, Ill and lV. 

Reflection. 

Evaluation. 

 



As we met for our first time, I asked the girls, our new 

catechists, what made them think of teaching. 

Denise: I just love children. I always have loved to 

babysit. 

Lisa nodded with an energetic smile and agreed. 

Sylvia: when did you first think you would like to teach 

religion? 

Lisa: We knew Molly taught last year and thought it 

sounded exciting. We have to have service at school this year, but 

I am doing something else with St. Benedict's. 1 ‘know a lot of 

these children and Denise and I want to do this too. 

Sylvia: Have you looked at this desire as a call from God? 

Denise: "yeah", as they both looked at each other. We are 

both active in our faith and have both gone to Catholic schools. 

Sylvia: What does scripture tell us Jesus says about 

teaching our faith? 

Lisa and Denise: Go and teach all nations. 

Sylvia: Have you thought about the fact that you are now 

planning to do just that? 

Denise: I have a little. I am excited about teaching my 

beliefs to these little kids. I think this will be a lot of fun. 

Sylvia: And a lot of work. I am excited for you too. I 

know you will do a great job. Your enthusiasm is a real gift. It 

will be caught by the children you teach. Look on page 174 of your 

manual.  



Wwe first defined catechesis. 

Catechesis refers to those actions that help people grow 

in their personal faith within a community of faith. 

32~33). 

Note: Part of the childrens' parish experience today is 

your. religion class. In fact, it may well be their most 

significant and meaningful experience in the Catholic 

Church, Here, you have the opportunity to show the 

youngsters the joy of being a Catholic Christian. You 

have a God-given chance to help them learn about their 

Catholic faith. Most of this learning will be from your 

example as a faith-filled Catechist. 

You have the faith, joy and enthusiasm to spread that faith. 

Faith is: 1} sound doctrine which teaches us about God and 

which has been passed down in the Church from 

age to age. 

2) A relationship with God. It is a relationship 

we grow in over the years. 

(Silver Burdette p. 173) 

This text works with both of these understandings of faith. 

1. It ‘aime at ‘helping the children ~ grow in their 

relationship with God. 

It seeks to help the children learn the traditional 

beliefs and practices of the Catholic Church. 

It seeks to help the faith of the children become living, 

conscious and active through the light of instruction. 

{NCD 32). 

The text cannot fulfill this goal without dedicated teachers. 

This is "your call, You Will be commissioned to not just teach 

facts, but to allow this information and the love of God to come alive 

within the hearts of these six years olds. 

As our text (page 177) tells us: You will not be the first, 

nor the only one to influence the lives of these children.  



when did you first hear about God and God's love for you? 

Denise: I cannot remember a time, I jut grew up hearing it 

at home. I always knew about God. 

Lisa: I learned from my home as well. My Dad does not go 

to church a lot, but he has always shared his belief in God with 

me. Our strong faith is what kept us strong during Mom's 1llness 

and now after her death. 

Sylvia: That sharing 1s grace-filled. You will have a 

chance to have these grace-filled times with your students. I 

consider this time I have with you grace-filled as well. Your 

enthusiasm and energy feeds me as well. 

Denise: Some of these children won't get this at hone, 

though. 

Sylvia: I agree. 1 like to keep sending activity sheets 

home and their finished work, too. I always hope parents will read 

things and perhaps talk with their children about the things they 

have heard and done. 

Example: About 16 years ago, I was teaching 1n a very large 

parish. 1 ‘was "teaching “in the. first grade 

Religious Education Program. There was a ghild,: 1 

still remember him. His name was Hans. He simply 

came to life in his little world of faith. His 

love for Jesus was so deep. Toward the end of the 

year, his mother came to me and asked what I had 

done to influence Hans. I did not really know. I 

did have very active style of teaching and my love 

for Jesus has always been alive as well. Hans' 

mother told me she was going to take classes and 

teach the following year. She wanted to make a 

difference in a child's life as she thought I had 

with Hans'. She did just that and as far as I know 

she is still teaching in the Religious Education 

Program. We do not always hear from people like 

this. In fact, sometimes we can wonder 1f we are 
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teaching the children at all, but believe me you 

came make a difference in their little lives. 

It is important to have some understanding of a 6-7 year old's 

learning ability and skills to be able to target their level of 

understanding. This will make each class fully valuable. 

The following profiles a First Grade Child: 

a) First Stages of Self Awareness. The self aware child is 

egocentric as regards the prospectives of others. 

{Fowler p. 133): 

Encourage children to share. 

Model this behavior yourselves. 

Involve them in sharing activities such as passing 

out materials, using supplies together and cleaning 

up together. (Silver Burdette p. 176). 

I used to have a small box of crayons per student. Now, I 

deliberately put tubs out so the children have to share. 

b) Emergence of Imagination. The ability to unify and group 

the experience-world in powerful images. 

Love stories - Children love stories. There are 

delightful stories of love, such as, "The Family of 

Four", which shows the need for sharing. This can 

be done by example through the use of animals. 

Children this age relate well to animation. They 

bring the creatures to human likeness in their 

minds. 

Brief, guided meditation - Children this age 
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visualize easily. They can get in touch with 

Jesus, sit in his lap, listen to hin, and speak 

with him. 

Short Attention Span, easily distracted. 

1) Have activities of short duration - 

minutes. 

Have a variety of activities. 

Use frequent repetition of directions. 

Review important points. 

The children need to be active. 

a) When I teach the second graders the song "Come 

Along With Me to Jesus", I have the children 

follow me while we sing. It keeps them active 

and also gives them practice working up in the 

processional while singing. 

After showing the children a felt teaching, 

let them take turns doing it. 

If you have a bible story, let them act it 

out. 

Use the puppet posters to act out a story. 

(These are posters with a character drawn on 

them with the eyes cut out. The child holds 

the poster while they look through. This 1s 

great for the shy child). I remember a story 

I first did this way. It was "A Hen and Fox". 

The hen was on the poster. She gathered her  



6) 

chicks as the fox shows on the scene. The 

chicks are the other students who gather 

around her. It was like a parable somewhat 

like "The Good Shepherd". The children loved 

it. 

Simple craft items the children can take home, 

not only lets them be active, but encourages 

discussion on the way home and at home. 

Parents see what their child has made and will 

hopefully ask their child to tell them about 

it. 

Have brief periods for reflection or prayer. 

d) Children at six years of age have difficulty thinking 

back in a logical way to why something happened. They do not think 

abstractly. 

) Allow them to use their senses - With creation, 

bring a branch of a fir tree or a rose. Let the 

children feel the water - play in the sand, etc. 

Present one idea at a time and surround it with 

concrete examples. 

Involve children with real objects - We have a 

creation box we display with lessons of creation. 

It holds shells, rocks, sand, coal, pine cones, 

feather, acorns and wood. 

e) The children need to be able to trust you as an adult who  



will accept them as they are, as someone who genuinely cares for 

them. 

Sylvia: I've seen these children come up to you and hug you. 

They already know you and know they can trust you. They have seen 

vou in action caring for them when you baby sat. 

Denise: Yes, that's good, but I wonder 1if we'll have any 

trouble with them because they know us so well. Like Drew, he can 

be a real problem. He's so headstrong. 

Sylvia: He sure 1s. Let's see how he does. We'll be 

meeting again to talk about discipline problems. You can always 

call on me if you see there's a problem. 

The following are guidelines for Peace and Justice Education 

at the primary levels: 

God loves all people and calls us to do the same. 

Children should be exposed to other cultures so they can 

grow in the goodness of differences. 

We are called to build a world of peace. They can be 

taught to deal with conflict creatively in school, home, 

etc. Simple conflict resolution skills can be taught and 

used in the classroom "society" when conflicts occur. 

We are to live justly with others. Justice is 

experienced by being fair in their dealings with others. 

They can become aware that others have different concepts 

of what is just and they must learn the skills of 

dialogue to deal with them. 

To be a member of the church is to be involved in a 

social group. It is within the community that we live 

our faith by concern for others, forgiving them, and 

willingness to leave some of the world's goods for 

others.  



Weekly classes always refer to ways the children can reach out 

to the needs of others and be involved in their parish community as 

well. The following activities stand out: 

a) During Advent, we encourage them to be involved with 

their families in the giving tree. 

b) This year during Lent we will have a collection and put 

Easter baskets together for the poor children in our 

area. 

Other activities are winter «coat drives, monthly 

collections for St. Vincent de Paul, (food and items not 

covered by food stamps) and cards for the elderly. 

The children are always encouraged to share with brothers 

and sisters, responsibilities as well as toys. They are 

encouraged to treat others lovingly, even the person they 

like least. 

We have the opportunity to help them understand fairness at 

home and in the classroom. Every opportunity we can, we need to 

see pictures and hear stories about children of other cultures and 

help the children come to know that we are all created by God and 

are equal. 

Good creative classes must be planned. When I began teaching 

there were no texts. Now, we have great books with fully nearly 

laid-out lessons. However, we, the teachers must make these 

manuals come to life. 

Overview for Lesson Planning: 

DRE Directives recommend catechists plan in three stages: 

1) Long-range planning - an overview of the entire year with 

its major themes and personal resources that relate to 

these themes.  



Short-range planning - look at lessons 4-6 weeks ahead. 

Note materials needed and do background reading. 

Immediate planning - focus on the actual lesson in "two 

moments". 

First moment - shortly after finishing a class 

(October '92). 

Second moment - shortly before teaching the next lesson. 

Make a personalized plan. 

Always pray before planning. Pray to the Holy Spirit for 

guidance and pray for every member of your class. 

Before delving into planning we took some time to become 

acquainted with the text and its direction overall. We are using 

Silver Burdette ~- This Is our Faith. 
  

I recommended the girls look ahead for the year, keeping 

things in mind that they might need to gather. At this meeting, we 

would plan four lessons. We could check our resource room for 

materials noting if we needed anything from the Diocesan Office of 

other types of supplies. They would be able to move ahead then 

preparing what they needed for their first lesson. 

We began with a brief prayer asking for the Holy Spirit to 

enlighten us with knowledge, love, creative ideas and guidance that 

we might lead the children to a deeper understanding of God and 

God's love for them.  



Short Range Lesson Plans 

Theme I - God Makes Us Special 

Read Poem - 

Have children repeat it using gestures. 

Discuss their uniqueness using p. 3. 

Name 

Fingerpaint print 

Color of eyes 

Circling their favorite toy 

- Choose a feeling that fits them today 

The girls decided they would make name tags. As each child is 

helped to put their name on the lines, the girls would give them a 

name tag. 

The bulletin board said, "You Are Picked Special" with a huge 

apple character in the middle. Small apples were made for name 

tags and placed on the bulletin board at the end of the class. 

Story: Flip, Flap, Fiop. (Kermit learns he 1s unique and 

special). 

Introduce the Bible: 

Display it with a candle. 

Read Wisdom 11:24 "God made you because he loves you." 

Surprise Box (A shoe box gift wrapped with 1lid wrapped 

separately). 

I demonstrated to the girls: 

I have something very special in this box. I'm going to 

let you peek. Do you wonder what I have thal is sO© 

special? Come look, one at a time. 
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As 1 opened the lid, I had a large mirror in the box. 

They could see themselves. Then I whispered sO no one 

else would hear. "You are special. God loves you.” 

children draw a picture of themselves (on p. 5). 

Read: On the Day You Were Born 

Close class: Prayer Litany (p. 5) 

Song: Thank You Lord (Hi God). 

Theme II - God Gives Us Special Gifts 

Give the children name tags (each a gift). 

Begin with song: "Thank You Lord" 

Talk about the special gifts pictured on pp. 8 and 9. 

Song: "Favorite Things" - Sound of Music 

Read pp. 10 and 11 "God Created a Wonderful World" 

Discussion questions 

Story: The Dreamer 

(New word on flash card) Create 

Activity 1) Could use clay to create something. 

2) Could use various colored construction 

paper shapes to create a work of art. 

Discussions of pictures. 

Sing: If I were a Butterfly Hi God II 

Teacher: I have someone special for you to meet. 

(Behind your back). Pull out Winkie Bear 

Puppet. Winkie is very special. Guess how 

Winkie got his name? 
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Felt story on how Winkie got his name. 

Closing prayer: "Finding God in His Beautiful World". 

(Psalm 65). 

Send family activity home. "Find Pictures of God's Gifts 

of Creation'. Paste them in the gift box on p. 2a. 

Theme III - God Gives us Special People (our helpers). 

Open with prayer - Psalm 89 - It's Good to be Alive! 

Discussion using pictures. 

Poem p. 15 with gestures. 

Draw pictures of someone you love. 

Activity sheet 3 and 3a - helpers matched to what they 

40. 

Bible story - p. 16 - Genesis 2:4-24. 

People need other people. 

Circle pictures about caring - p. 18. 

Story: God Loved the Muddle 

Activity: I care pins - circular cardboard. 

Pre-~-cut with pin clips (8%8 Craft). 

You can cut your own and purchase clips at any craft 

shop. 

New word (Creator) on large flash card. 

Story: God Loved Every People 

Reflection 

Sylvia: How do you feel about this theme of being special? 
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Denise: It's really important. It has everything to do with 

whether a person is happy or not. 

Lisa: If you don't feel good about yourself, you can't 

take in anybody's love, not even God's. 

Sylvia: How do you think a child grows to feeling loved and 

learns to love themselves? Do you think it's important for a teach 

such as yourself to be loving and patient in class? 

Lisa: I can't imagine not feeling loved. I've always felt 

loved. I have really good self-esteem. 

Denise: 1.480 to. I know it comes from home. I have an 

especially close relationship with my younger brother. 

Sylvia: Do you think you may have a child in the first grade 

who doesn't feel special? Where do you think the problem lies? 

Lisa: In the way they are treated and talked to. My 

brother and I used to argue all the time. Now, things are 

different. Since Mom's been sick, I have a lot more responsibility 

and he helps me with the dishes and we talk. It's more like I'm 

his mother now. He really need me there. 

Denise: I think sometimes parents don't have time for their 

children. They aren't really a family. 

Sylvia: I agree. I think too that name calling and put 

downs have a deeper affect than we can realize. Those names such 

as "dummy" can echo back on us all of our lives until we believe it 

ourselves. 

Denise: By treating them with love and affirming them the  



way your handout (Affirm Kids - attached) says. By not putting 

them down even jokingly. 

Sylvia: When I was 8, after I had received First Communion, 

I walked back to my seat and my father told me as he let me in the 

pew that I walked like a duck. Let me tell you, I have always 

remembered that. I do, but I didn't need to hear it that way or at 

that time. 

So tell the children how nice they look, how special they are. 

Tell them you love them and God loves them. You might make a 

difference in a child's outlook on his/her self-image. 

Scripture: Psalm 8 

Send book home - 

Color p. 7 - Have parents help with review words. 

Theme IV - God Gives Us Jesus 

Have five balloons taped to blackboard. 

Read p. 20 - "From God to You and Me". 

Have a box of "God's Gifts" 

buckeyes acorns pine cones shells 

leaves rocks feathers sand 

soil twigs 

The children close their eyes and reach in and name one 

of God's gifis. 

Find six gifts in the picture on p. 21 and color. 

What is Jesus Like - p. 22. 
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Mark 10:13-16 Jesus and the children. 

God gives us many gifts. 

Most special gift 1s Jesus. 

Place letters J E S U S on each balloon. 

New Word (Savior) on flash card. 

Our Savior is Jesus the Son of God. 

Sign of the cross. 

After practicing the sign of the cross, give each 

child a cross. "Cross in My Pocket" (Auton) 

Evaluation Session 

These young teachers are still as energetic as ever. The 

first weeks have gone very well. The children are responding well, 

coming faithfully and really love their teachers. 

There is a little girl who has a hard time letting Dad go each 

Sunday but with a little coaxing she stays and is very happy. 

Denise and Lisa felt that the most effective activity they had 

done so far was the mirror in the box. The children reacted as 

though they did actually get the message - they saw someone 

special. The girls thought it was easy to hear the word from God 

in all four lessons. "1 love you.’ "You are special, the most 

special of all my world." The word about God is: God created us 

and all the world because he loved us so. This is the message that 

we want to carry to the students. 

The word to God is "Thank you." Here we are Lord use us as 

vou will. We are special and you have a special task for us. We 
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praise you as we share your wondrous works and love. Help us 

convey your love to these little children. Your world is 

beautiful, help us be good stewards. 

As I reflect on our first meetings and the classes I feel even 

more deeply that this program was inspired by our Lord. 

1 recall again Jesus' command to go and teach all nations. 

Then the passage comes to mind, "Let the children come to me." 

Yes, the first graders are being led to Jesus. But I see Jesus 

calling these young teachers to his side. We must encourage our 

young Catholics to become involved, especially in the grace-filled 

times where they recognize the Lord's call. 

I do not expect the path to always be smooth. Timothy writes: 

I believe it 1s extremely important to have the young 

share God's word - for children to also hear those who 

are much closer to their own age share the faith. 

 



W-at To Teach - Teaching The Basics 

Now that you have been teaching and are more familiar with the 

children and the text, what do you think are the essentials that should 

be taught? 

Denise: I think it should be kept simple. As we said before,it's 

important for them to know Jesus loves them. 

Lisa: What can a six year old actually comprehend? I think some 

of the words in the vocabulary are too hard. 

Sylvia: You think some of the words are beyond their understanding? 

Can you give an example? 

Denise & Lisa: I can. 

Lisa: How 'bout the word "sanctifying?" 

Denise: ...and the word Trinity. We were talking about these words 

the other day. Even I didn't know what sanctifier 

meant. And how can a six year old understand the Trinity? 

Sylvia: It sounds as though you learned something yourself as you 

looked ahead. 

Denise: Yes, but even I don't know these terms. Neither one 

of us did. 

Sylvia: I've been in Catholic schools through my entire education. 

I've taught in Religious Education Programs since I was your 

age. I promise you that I too am still learning. In nearly 

every class I teach,no matter whether it's with the School 

or in our parish religion program,whether it's with the high 

school classes or the second grade, I always learn something. 

It may be that something just clicks differently, giving me 

a deeper understanding or awareness of Christ. You will always 

learn and grow if you are open to the Holy Spirit. Remember, 

Lisa, the Holy Spirit is the sanctifier,but we must be open to 

the graces God offers us. 

As far as the term "Trinity", no one can comprehend this 

doctrine fully. It is a mystery of our faith. But there is a 

point to memorization. The various areas of our faith are taught 

on graduated levels. We expose them to new terms, trying to 

explain through various visuals and activities. The subject, 

such as "Trinity" will cycle around again in third grade and 

again in the eighth. So the child's understanding can grow as 

they do. 
We can come back to this, but let's look again at our 

proposed question: "What should we teach?"" 

Denise: I think we should teach who God is. They know God is there with 

them. 

Sylvia: They do?  



Denise: Yes, they knew that God is everywhere and even there with 

them: 

Sylvia: How do you think they came to know that? 

Lisa: Like we did, from home. 

Denise: I don't ever remember being told specifically. It seems I 

always knew it.I learned it from home. 

Sylvia: Good. Let's look now at our Religion Teachers Journal (Sept. '93) 

Sylvia: The author, Kevin Treston, writes about what he believes we 

should teach. He talks about the basics. He says he believes 

the most important thing we as catechists can teach is the 

"presence of Jesus." 

Take a few minutes to read the article. We'll talk then 

about your views of the article afterwards. 

I think you were on the right track, don't you? 

The story of the monk is great. We can teach words, prayers, 

and tell wonderful stories about Jesus, but our children 

look toward our example more than we can ever realize. If we 

act as though one of them is the Messiah, or we are the 

Messiah to them and each other, the presence of Jesus, the 

true Messiah will come to life within them. They will gradually 

have a deeper realization of Christ's presence within them. 

Denise: In Col.3, Page 9 Treston says:"The Spirit is generating life as 

God mysteriously graces our moments. This, then ,is what sanctifying 

means." 

It's interesting that this article fit in so well with your new 

words. Learning not just the Religion but to live the faith, 

and recognize the spirit and give witness to the spirit in our 

lives is our spirituality. These little children are just 

beginning. We want to give them a good foundation, a zeal to 

know Jesus and feel his presence. 

I think it's important that the children know Jesus was like 

them. He lived in a loving family and was taught about God, 

the Father. He was lost and found at the Temple learning and 

teaching the scriptures. 

Sylvia: Yes and that he grew, as they will in love and knowledge. 

Denise: Treston says here that good teaching always brings healing with 

+t. 

Sylvia: What does this say to you, Denise? Can you see a need for healing 

in your class of nine smiling faces? 

Lisa: Jennifer wasn't always smiling. She nearly always cried when her 

dad dropped her off and would leave each Sunday morning.  



Denise: What about Drew? He's had a tough year. He needs lots of love 

and attention . He did before his dad left them. Now he's really 

clinging. I feel bad for him. 

Sylvia: Yes,both of these children need your patience and love. They need 

to be reminded of Jesus' love for them. 

Look on page 1l1,"Jesus always took time out of a busy day to pray." 

Teaching the children to pray is so important. Their whole life can 

build and be strengthened in prayer. A few years ago our teens told 

me they really didn't know how to pray. That is when we began 

praying with our prayer candle and using various types of meditation. 

I know you have begun teaching the Our Father and Hail Mary this 

year. We'll talk about prayer at our next meeting. 

I see where it says "He (Jesus) enjoyed celebrations.” I think 

it's important to help the children celebrate the feasts during 

the year,like Christmas and Easter and the way we do St. Nicholas. 

I agree. Celebrating is important. Don't you love birthday 

parties and parades! Celebrations help us recognize Jesus in 

our lives. Our text has the feasts and various saints in it. 

But it doesn't have to be as special feastday to have a 

celebration. We can celebrate life or Jesus' friendship. 

it says here that "... catechists have been chosen to reveal 

God's gracious love as expressed in the gift of Jesus' presence." 

To do this he says we have to be willing to let go and let God 

work magic in us. 1 can relate to this as 1 look back to my first 

use of puppets. I had to let go of my shyness and let God 

carry out his message through "Winkie". 

Isn't it awesome to think you are chosen to be the vessels through 

which God's love can be poured out to another! 

* * * * * * BREAK 

Together we looked ahead and planned the four following lessons. 

Chapter V "Jesus Grew Up in a Family" 

It is vital to look at the families of the children 

in your class. We have a very recent separation .We teachers 

must be sensitive to this as we speak to the children. Not 

all of our children have both parents living with them. In 

fact I would say one third: 

The text suggests that you begin by telling about your own 

family. You could tell them about your brothers and parents, 

hobbies, the things you like to do as a family. 

Read p.30 . Talk about the pictures.  



Give the children a chance to talk about their family 
and draw a picture of them together on p.31 

Give them the classroom activity Family Tree to take 
home. 

Felt Board Teaching: Winkie Is Grateful for Dad 
This lesson can easily be adapted. In our situation it could 
be changed to " Winkie is Grateful for Mother Bear" 

P. 32, Read "The Holy Family" Discussion questions provided. 

P.34 , "Children love to help their parents" Discuss pictures. 
Match the pictures. 

Activity page 5a , Color the picture of family members helping 
one another. 

If time permits complete Activity p35. Trace the words: ji. 

Use Book "In Jesus' Day" Includes facts about the times;games , 
clothing, school, food, etc. 

Flash Card : HOLY FAMILY 

Gather in prayer circle to close lesson. Give each child a 
holy card of the Holy Pamily. Sing "Thank you, God" inserting 
"Jesus", "Mary", and "Joseph". 

VI MARY IS A MOTHER TO US 

On the board write: Mothers show love by 
Have children fill in the blank. 

  

p.36 Look at the pictures on p36- Have the children put a 
story to the pictures.{(child on bike, falls, mother is 

there to help) 

Have the children talk about a time someone helped them. 

P.37 - (Time permitting) The children can draw their own story 
pictures of their mother helping them. 

Felt Teaching with puppet:WINKIE BEAR IS KIND TO MOTHER 
Winkie helps plan a surprise party for Mother Bear. 

Two sample stories are given to help the children decide whether 
love is being shown to the Mom in the story 

Arch Book - "The Mary Story 

Time permitting the children could act out the Annunciation, 

FLASHCARD+- ANGEL 

WORKSHEETS: 1) Mary is the Mother of God 
2) Hail Mary - Color dging and cut-out.- Send home 

with note asking parents to teach their 
cnilg this prayer,  



- 

Begin teaching the " Hail Mary" giving explanation for terms 

such as "hail", "grace","blessed","fruit of your womb." 

Closing Prayer: Light the candlle. 

Play tape "Hail Mary, Gentle Woman" 

Thank God for giving us Mary. Children may thank God for 

parents and grandparents, etc. 

Chapter 1X 

Have the table decorated with a fresh flower 

and perhaps some pretty shells. 

Opening Prayer:"Reasons to Thank God-Psalm 136" 

"Psalms For Children" Sr. Marilyn Brokamp O.S.F. 

This lesson begins by talking about Jesus' young years with 

his family. Jesus grew as the children do. He wondered about things 

and learned as they do. 
Jesus wondered about God. 

Have the children share about the things they wonder about. 

Ask the children how they learn about God. 

Study the picture on P.42. 

Read Poem P43. 

The children are asked to circle the picture that they 

think reminds them of God. 

The Catechists thought they could do this in slides. They decided 

to pull slides from our binders and show a few really special 

pictures that reminded them about God. 

P.44-55 = Read the story =~ Luke 2: 41-52 (Or tell it lively 

in your own words) 

Discuss: Who taught Jesus about God? 

Who teaches you about God? 

Flashcards TEMPLE , RABBI 

Encourage the children to listen, to ask questions. 

Read from: "When Jesus was a boy." 

Question them to check their listening 

P.47 Find the HIDDEN MESSAGE(God is here) - Color the picture 

NAME GAME - Gather the children in a circle. 

The teacher stands in the middle. 

Sing: All around us everywhere 

are signs of life that show Gods care. 

Stop 

Teacher picks a child to name a gift of God. 

Ending Prayer - Thanking God for the many gifts God has given us. 

sing: "Thank You, Lord" (Hi God- Carey Landry)  



What do 

Lise: I 

Denise: 

Sylvia: 

Denise: 

Sylvia: 

penise: 

Sylvia: 

Sylvia: 

Lisa: 

Sylvia: 

Denise: 

The Catechist's Reflection 

you hear God saying to you in the lessons we have planned today? 

think God is saying He loves us through Jesus,Mary and Joseph. 

And that Jesus grew and learned as we are. 

Why is that important to know? 

Jesus didn't have all this knowledge. He had to search and learn. 
We have to learn about God to love him and understand how much 
he loves us. Jesus can help us want to learn. 

God has given us help, too. My dad is a very prayerful person. 
He reads the Bible and I think he knows God. 

Is there a difference in knowing God and knowing about God? 

If you know God it is a closer relationship. We can know about 
God but not have a personal relationship with God. We have to 
learn about God though, first. 

Our goal in teaching religion is to lead the children to a close 
relationship with Jesus. 

God 1s saying "Listen carefully." 

Yes, listen! God will reveal God's self to us in silence. 

Silence is important. We'll talk more about this when we meet 
next time. 

What have we heard about God today? 

In the hidden message on P.49 it says "God is here, !" 
I feel God is here for me in all the people who are being so 
caring right now while Mom's sick. Jeff(Lisa' brother) 
and 1 are s0 much closer. 

You can maybe share that in a simple way with the children. 
You've met God in a caring community. 

God tell's us about Himself in the Bible. We should listen 

to the stories about Jesus so we can know him better and know 

how to love others. 

Let's finish up today thinking for a couple minutes about 
what we want to say to God, right now.  



Chapter 111 

Second Meeting 

Prayer Opening prayer 
Sept.'93 issue DRE Directives 
"Be Near Us, Jesus" 

"Meeting Jesus" 
A guided meditation which can also be use 

with the children. 

Lesson and Discussion 
Topic: What to Teach: Teaching the Basics 

Religion Teachers Journal - Sept '93 

DRE Directives - "What Should You Teach" 

Development of Chapters 5-8 
Silver Burdette- This Is Our Faith 

 



Chapter Six 
prayer 

For our topic of prayer today we will use the following: 
DRE Directives March 1994 
Catechist Feb. 1994 
Religion Teacher Journal March 1994 

  

  

We began talking about prayer in the traditional forms, the 
"Sign of the Cross", the "Hail Mary" and the "Our Father." These 
of course are the prayers taught in the first grade.The young 
catechists, Lisa and Denise, had by this time taught the "Sign of the 
Cross" and had just completed the "Hail Mary." They were disappointed 
that the children hadn't been helped at home. 

Denise: I guess I thought they would already know the prayer and we 
would help them with understanding it. 

Lisa: I know. I knew my prayers before I started to school. I don't 
really remember being taught the prayers. 

Denise: I don't either. I think I learned them from saying them together 
at home. 

I talked with the parents of our students and I sent a note home 
with their worksheet asking the parents to help their child 
learn their "Hail Mary", but when they came back the following 
week it was as though they had never heard it before. 

Don't think it's just you. l've tsught thirty years now. 1 truly 
believe parental involvement becomes less and less every year. 
Instead of seeing themselves as the primary teacher of the faith, 
many parents today bring their children and seem to think it can 
all be done in the classroom. It takes patience and time. 

In the second grade we review these prayers and add the "Act 
of Contrition". I have little surprises for those who have 
studied their assignment 

I have a decorative tin container that has lambs on it. 
I let them pull something out of the can when they 
know their new words or an assigned part of a prayer. Oriental 
Trade has a religious assortment that is very inexpensive. Some 
weeks it's a small piece of candy or a sticker. Sometimes I have 
little crosses, for example when we talk about the difference 
between a "cross" and a "crucifix." At Halloween I actually had 
rubber spiders in the can. This has worked very well for me. We 
can find a container for you if you'd like to try this. 

So that no one is excluded, I save those treats or surprises 
that haven't been earned. The child can have it on the following 
Sunday. Rarely will a child not be ready that following week. 
They come reciting their answers as they walk into the classroom. 

At the sacramental parent meeting I explain to the parents 
that the children always have a word or two to study each week. 
They should always ask what they did in class and what needs to 
be done for the next week. The incentive helps the children  



remember. I just wish the parents would take the time to sound 
interested and become involved. There are always a few who are, 

but it does concern me that most are much more interested in 
their child's sport event than their spiritual life. 

The seed needs to be planted early in life, nourished 

and nurtured. Of course one needs more than memorized prayer 

for nourishment. Prayer experiences which help them to be open 
to the Lord in their lives are essential. 

Personally I believe their is not enough on prayer in the 
text. There is one full chapter on prayer - Chapter 8, Jesus 
Prayed and Chapter 12,Jesus Teaches us to pray. This chapter 
needs extra time. While you are teaching The Lord's Prayer 
with its meaning, you can show them the gestures. They love 
gestures. This is one way to allowthem to be more active. It 
also teaches them to pray with their entire body. 

Each week should of course involve prayer, not necessarily 
lengthy. Religion Teacher Journal, march 1994 and the Catechist 
, Feb.'94 have excellent articles on creative ways to teach prayer. 
Not all of the suggestions are appropriate for first grade, but 

many are: 
1) Traditional prayers (which we have already talked about.) 

  

  

2) Prayer of Imaginations - Various Guided Meditations 
Guided Meditations for Children, 1986 
by Jane Reehorst, B.V.M. (This is a series of 
three books. Two of the three can be used 
effectively for first grade.) 

  

Scripture - Reading the story have the children 
close their eyes and imagine they were 
there. 

In My Heart Room, Mary Terese Donze, A.S.C. 

I especially like the ninth activity- 
A Candle For God 

After preparation, Jesus talks 
to them and is saying "I want 
you tO be a candle for me. I want 

you to let me set your heart on fire 
with my love just like a match sets 
the candle on fire to burn and give 
light." 

  

Prayer of brief Silence 

Acting out the Scriptures 
(especially the Way of the Cross) 

Prayer Using Symbols 
The use of symbols allows them to use 
their senses: touch, hearing, sight,smell. 
a) Water for Easter Season 
b) scented vegetable oil for a blessing 
c) incense  



Stones ( A stone can be exchanged for 
a red construction paper heart.) 
Shells ~- 
Seeds 
Bells 
Candles -Children become comfortable quickly 

with prayer while holding the candle. 
I always begin when we're first 
learning. Then I ask a more vocal 
child to go next. The children have 
an option. They can voice their prayer 
for all to hear and pray with them 
or they can say their prayer silently 
in their hearts. Usually if a child 
begins who is comfortable with 
speaking out the others will follow. 
After a few weeks everyone is more 
willing to pray out loud and they 
will begin asking to pass the candle 
and pray for Grandma or a sick friend. 
The more comfortable you become with 
this type of prayer, the more comfort- 
able the children will be. 

i) pinwheels- representing wind - the movement of the 
Holy Spirit in our lives. 

It doesn't require great amount of preparation for a simple prayer 
service. It is important to become comfortable with unplanned prayer in order 
to respond to the needs of the students. 

ise: One of the things that stands out in my mind on the Denver trip is 
the night you called us all together to pray. 

Lisa: 1 really felt close to everybody that night. We all cried. I had just 
talked to Dad and found out about Mom. Beth's Mom was seriously 
ill, too. 

The following is a brief description of the situation Denise and Lisa are 
referring to: 

Twenty-one of us , four adults and seventeen youth worked one full 
year preparing for the trip to Denver. Our group was one of those selected 

to welcome the Pope at Mile High Stadium. We stood in the rain and storm 
waiting for the Pope's arrival. As he approached the stadium our excitement 
grew. When he began to speak the rain stopped and a double full rainbow 
appeared in the sky. A lone seagull flew over the stadium. We all stood in 
wonder and tears of excitement flowed. What an experience! 

We arrived back at the Denver Universtiy dorms and Lise went to call 
home. She couldn't wait to share the excitement. In a very short time her 
cousin came to get me. Lisa had been told that her Mother's cancer had 
spread to her brain.We were all having our emotions challenged . 

I stayed with Lisa and her cousin until they were about cried out. 
Word spread. Everyone was so concerned. The question was," What can we do?" 
I knew in my heart the answer was to pray. 

I borrowed a Bible and was actually able to borrow a candle. We spread 
the word. Prayer at 11:00 p,m. We turned out the lights and sat on the floor 
in a circle.  



Thinking of the night's events at Mile High Stadium, I guickly chose 
the reading of God's promise to Noah (Genesis 9:7-17). We sang, "This 
is Holy Ground" and passed the candle as we prayed. It was clear to us 
all that the Holy Spirit had called us together and was present guiding 
us. We cried together, hugged each other,and gave our support to Lisa 
and to Beth whose mother was very ill with Multiple Sclerosis.We turned 
to Shannon to stand by her. This was her aunt, Lisa'a Mom dying with 
cancer. Shannon had lost her brother in a bizaare shooting two years 
before.These losses affected all of us. We needed each other and we 
knew we needed God's loving peace. We ended with "Peace is Flowing ". 
This was a very gracefilled gifted time together. 

Having this experience tucked in the hearts and memory will allow 
them to hopefully be teachers of prayer and witnesses to the power of 
the Holy Spirit. I believe they have experienced the power of prayer in 
their own lives and can help lead the children they teach into a deeper 
relationship with Jesus. 

 



I felt God's presence deep within as we met. Jesus himself said 

hat wherever two or three are gathered in his name, he would be in their 

midst. On occasion I would enter the first grade classroom while Lisa 

and Denise were teaching. I felt proud of them. I felt a real joy in my 

heart .I knew this program was working. The Holy Spirit was at work and 

we were all sharing in these graces. 
I feel a burst of excitement when I think God can use me to 

communicate to others. I do believe that. I want to be an extension of 

the Lord, himself. This is not a new insight into myself, but it is 

one certainly more fully appreciated and accepted now in my mid-years. 

I can not remember a time when I was not aware of God in my life. 

Even in the desert experiences I knew God would not abandon me or anyone 

else. I can relate to Andrew's excitement when he ran to Peter to tell 

him he had found the Messiah. Teaching in the Church is my way of doing 

just that. In my teaching I am saying," I have found Christ in my life. 

Let me tell you about my joy." 
One of the comments the youth have made at the High School where I 

teach full time is :"Mrs. Doll teaches like she believes it." Well I do 

believe it and I can't help showing it. It is best expressed in 
Psalm 69:10. ..."because zeal from your house consumes me." 

When my world seemed filled with darkness, it was my faith in Jesus 

that carried me through. Truly "Jesus is the light of the world." 
This has been a difficult year. At a time when I felt I should leave 

this ministry, I saw a need through this project to continue this process. 

Next year we will have a follow-up. It will include four sessions: Prayer, 

Discipline, Church and Sacraments. We will have an additional teen join 

us. In a rotating rhythm this will be her first year. The following year 

hen, we would begin making this program a two year preliminary to the 
catechetical process offered by the Diocese of Covington. Perhaps this 
will be the beginning of a new age in the Church or the revival of an age 
that birthed many dedicated catechists. The diocese is beginning formally 
to invite youth into the ministries. This is perfect timing. 

My goal in the long run is to invite youth who are products of our 
parish religion program. At present the three girls are products of 

Catholic Schools. 
In our area as I am sure all over the country sports have taken 

riority. it is great for our children and parents as well to see youth 
involved in their faith. We have to compete with football and baseball 
on Sunday morning and cheerleading practive on Sunday evening. I wonder 
sometimes what will become of the faith, But those are only dark moments. 
I know Jesus will always be with his church. As the money changers were 
run out of the temple, we will return someday to Sunday being sacred, a 
day to praise God in word and song. 

Not only have our meetings been instructional, but they have 
allowed us to walk together as Lisa works through the grieving Process. 
We have been in close touch. At every meeting we have talked a bit about 
her feelings, her dad's depression, and her brother's fears. I believe 
this has been a support for her. It is not just a matter of how 1 teach. 
what is here in the book, but: it is seeing faith in real life. More has 
come from this project than I would have ever expected. The Holy Spirit 
has certainly been with us.  



CHAPTER V 

Discipline 

Identifying examples of discipline problems in the 
catechist's past experience. 

Discipline and Classroom Management 

Assisting students in achieving self-control in order 
to work well in a group and to be happy with themselves 
as participants in a learning situation. 

Ten Commandments for Respecting Students 

 



The material in In-Service,Set #2 which centers on the topics 
of discipline and classroom management is primarily for new 
teachers and catechists. It was ideal for our situation. 

I began by giving the girls two questions to ponder: 

1. Think of an incident when you were very annoyed 
about how you or one of your classmates were disciplined. 

2. Think of a time when you really appreciated or admired 
the way a teacher handled a difficult problem. 

Denise: I hate it when a teacher punishes the whole class for some- 
thing one or two students do. That happened all the time in 
grade school. We'd all have to write or privileges would be 
taken from all of us. 

Sylvia: Why does that bother you? 

Denise and Lisa: It's not fair. 

Sylvia: We talked several months ago about teaching justice. You 
are saying that's not the way to do it. You think this 
isn't just. 

Denise: Right. 

Lisa: Remember Mr ,."M"? He had no control at all. We didn't learn a 
thing in his room. You could leave the room and he wouldn't 
know it. That class was a waste of our parent's tuition. 

So you are saying that a class needs to be orderly for the 

students to learn. 

Sure: I really like Mrs, "D". She was firm but friendly. We 
enjoyed her. We could talk with her. We had fun, but we knew 
she meant business. 

Sylvia: You respected her? 

Denise: I learned from her, too! 

Sylvia: This brings us to the next question. Are you aware of ways a 
teacher can unwittingly be the cause of discipline problems 
in his/her classroom? I think what you are saying about Mr."M" 
fits into this. He had no structure for his classes which then 
caused discipline problems. Students may have been bored, 
frustrated, and not necessarily ignorant of rules, because 

their were no rules. 

Denise had some real problems with the length of classes in her 
elementary school. For example, she said,"We may have had a one and a half 
hour class and twenty minutes for math. I hated those long lecture classes. 
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Lisa: Even if classes are long they can be more interesting. 

Sylvia:Even adults should be given breaks and not asked to sit 
straight through. What about your one-hour class? How do you 
prevent your class from experiencing this discomfort? 

Denise:We talked about this earlier. They need to be active and have 
many changes. 

Sylvia: Yes, you're right, we did. So they need to be active. They need 
to move from prayer to lesson, to a song, to a hands-on activity, 
to perhaps a story, etc. 

Denise: I think we probably could have done better at this. Sometimes 
the children just looked at us, it seemed, anyway. Sometimes they 
seemed tired. 

You have an additional problem. It's Sunday morning and they've 
been up late. Some of them do come in tired. But this is 
something we can set as a goal to work on. 

I have a suggestion for all elementary ages. Know the material. 
Teach it. Never sit and just read from a book. With first 
grade this is a problem anyway until the end of the year 
because they can't read. So this may not relate to you, but 
I think it's a disaster when students attempt to read. Not all 
will read well no matter have old they are. Students are giving 
them words wanting them to hurry. The reader is frustrated. Our 
one hour is not a reading course. Teach it from the heart. 
Make it come to life. 

What about rules? It seemed Mr "M's" classes had no rules. 

We did that in the beginning of the year. We only had a couple. 
The children are to raise their hands so they don't talk while 
someone else is or yell out. No talking while we're talking. 

Good! As young as your students are there isn't need for many 
rules - just the basics. It sounds to me like you're teaching 
them basic manners respect for you as teachers and for one 
another. 

The last question for this section is this: Are you able to 
identify discipline problems in class which need outside 
intervention? 

Both girls laughed at this. They had come to me to ask me for 
assistance with Drew and we had talked several times about his 
attention seeking behavior. Drew needed to be very active and definitely 
needed changes and individual attention. His parents separation had 
set him off. Drew is a precious boy. He draws you to him immediately 
with his expressions and beautiful eyes. He was a handful though. It 
took creativity to bring him around. He would sit at the door rather 
than go all the way in.He'd crawl under the table once he was in, or 
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InService 2 #3 

TEN COMMANDMENTS FOR 

RESPECTING STUDENTS 

Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, “The 

secret of education lies in respecting the pupil.” 
That is also the secret of good discipline. 

I. Avoid name-calling, ridiculing, shaming, 
discussing personal faults or problems in 
front of the class. 

II. Make an effort to know each student by YI 

name as soon as possible. Take care in using 
the correct pronunciation of each person's 
name. 

III. Give the students the same polite response 
that you expect of them. Do not keep inter- 
rupting students while they are speaking or 
answering a question. 

IV. Respect the developmental level of each 

student. Do not penalize students for “acting their age.” 

V. Be fair. Students are very devastated by partiality on the part of the teacher. They are 

also negatively affected by the existence of a scapegoat in the class. 

VI. Be honest. Admit to mistakes and misunderstandings. Make sure descriptions of 

behavior problems to parents is accurate, honest, and complete. 

VII. Give credit where credit is due. Whether a child is praised for good work should not 

depend upon the teacher's mood or his/ her relationship with the student. 

VIII. Avoid using a hostage-taking mentality. Do not punish, delay, or reprimand the 

entire group for the offense of a single person. 

IX. Respect the work of the student. If an assignment is important enough to be given, it 

should be important enough to be corrected, evaluated, and returned. 

X. Provide opportunities for students to be reconciled. Don’t hold grudges. 

Can you think of any suggestions to add to these ten commandments from your experience 

as a student, teacher, or catechist? 
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just call out something "off the wall" to get attention. 
The girls knew they needed help so they could go on and 

teach. We talked to Drew's Mom a few times and she was very 
cooperative. She was equally aware of the problem. 

There's one last thing. Is there anything in the room you 

think might be s distraction to to the students? 
Denise had a quick reply to this. "We'll keep the pencils 

basket off the table until we need them. They love these colored 
pencils. They start picking them up and playing with them as soon 

as they sit down. 

Sylvia: Yes, it would be better to just keep them in the cabinet. 
I can think of something else. Several times I have had to 
come through to my office to get something. What if we 
reverse the layout of this room. I'll change the dividers 
(bookcases) so that you are in the main part of the room. 
The office side will be here at the door and the children 
would not be interrupted if I slipped in. 

That will work. They are distracted easily. 

 



self-evaluation 

The following Self-Test for Catechist appeared in this years’ 

April/May Catechist. 

As the year came to an end, we took some time to look back 
at the year to give ourselves credit for a ministry well done and 
see where we might be able to learn and grow through some changes. 

The catechist responded to this self-test by checking off their 
answers as a team. Then we discussed them. 

Then we discussed three concluding questions in the article. (P.25) 
1) How do you feel about the year as a whole? 
2) What do you feel happiest about? 
3) What were some of the finer moments? 

The girls both felt fairly good about their year. They sometime 
felt they weren't sure if the children were understanding. It was a 
guiet group with one exception-Drew. Lisa was thrilled that one 
little girl had actually begun to speak up by the end of the year. 
They were pleased that the children all knew their prayers by the 

end of the year. They ended the year agreeing to return to the program 

for the 1994-1995 term. 

DRE EVALUATION OF CATECHISTS 

Denise and Lisa did a great job. They came to realize the 
essons that were more fully prepared produced the smoothest 

and best results. Lisa struggled but kept her enthusiasm . 
Denise was a great help with this. Both girls were faithful 
AND DEPENDABLE. I feel excited with the results and look with 
anticipation toward the Fall. Shannon will be joining our 
Religious Education Staff teaching the third and fourth grades. 

We have a great beginning. We have gained teachers who offer 
potential and promise, not only to our parish, but to the church 

at large. We have offered the teens an important role. Or should 
I say we have allowed them this possibility: to respond to 
Christ's call "Go, teach all nations..." 

GOALS ESTABLISHED FOR THE 1994-1995 TERM 

Copies af all possible handouts will be copied and filed 
in file folders by the beginning of the school year. 

We will begin the year using incentives. 

Catechists will work at preparing a more active class using 
more audio visuals, puppets, felt teachings, crafts and songs. 

DRE will pass on pertinent articles each month which catechists 
will read and try to implement where possible. 
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Self-test for Catechists 
Check whether you exhibit each skill listed “frequently,” “sometimes,” or “seldom”. 

Ss
, © 

2 

Lesson Planning: 
. I carefully prepare each lesson in advance. 

). I know and follow the goal for each lesson as it is given in the manual. 

. I plan each lesson so that it relates faith to the children’s lives. 
4. | assemble all necessary learning materials beforehand. 

. When I use ideas from sources other than the manual, they are appropriate for 

the age level and relate to the lesson’s theme. : 

. My plans include prayer (different kinds throughout the year) each week. 

. The way I develop the lesson motivates the children to give service to their 

parish/community. 

Building Self-Esteem: 
8. I greet the children by mame as they arrive. 
9. [ encourage the children to share their ideas. 

10. I listen carefully to the children when they speak. 
11. I take time to answer the children’s questions. 
12. I respect the children as individuals with different interests. 
13. I encourage good behavior with positive statements. 
14. I encourage the children to help one another. 
15. I pray for the children during the week. 

Teaching Techniques: 
16. I use a variety of techniques: audiovisuals, music, props, drama, overhead 

projector. etc. 

17. I engage the children in activities that involve as many senses, feelings, and 

thought processes as possible. 

18. I vary the activities from class to class (and within each class). 

19. I relate each activity to the theme of the lesson. 

20. [ use activities that call forth a personal response from each child rather than 
having all copy a ready-made sample. 

Communication: 
21. I respect other teachers’ ideas. 
22. | share my ideas with other teachers. 
23. I help the children feel a part of the parish. 
24. 1 ask for help from the coordinator when I peed it. [ stay in touch with parents. 

25. I attend catechists’ meetings regularly. L Presehool | ) W 

26.I'take advantage of adult education classes. ~~ 
27. I read books and magazines to give me new ideas. 35 
28. I pray for God's guidance in my teaching. 
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