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Preface 

The Exultet of the Church on Holy Saturday night provides the reasons to be a 

hopeful people as members of the Body of Christ, baptized into a commitment to God 

and to each other. As the Exultet is sung the Church remembers the wounds of Christ as 

the candle is adorned. Baptism is often performed during the Holy Saturday night service 

and we joyfully celebrate our community as the light of Hope draws us to unite ourselves 

to Christ. The Exultet also provides the backdrop for reasons to choose to be organ 

donors as good stewards, baptized in the Church in communion with all who have gone 

before us and all with whom we now stand. 

Exultet 

Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! 
Exult, all creation around God's throne! 

Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! 

Sound the trumpet of salvation! 

Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, 

radiant in the brightness of your King! 

Christ has conquered! Glory fills you! 
Darkness vanishes for ever! 

Rejoice, O Mother Church! Exult in glory! 
The risen Savior shines upon you! 

Let this place resound with joy, 

echoing the mighty song of all God's people! 

My dearest friends, 

standing with me in this holy light, 

join me in asking God for mercy, 

that he may give his unworthy minister 

grace to sing his Easter praises.  



Deacon: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
Deacon: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Deacon: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: 1t is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is truly right 
that with full hearts and minds and voices 

we should praise the unseen God, the all-powerful Father, 

and his only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

For Christ has ransomed us with his blood, 

and paid for us the price of Adam's sin to our eternal Father! 

This is our passover feast, 

when Christ, the true Lamb, is slain, 

whose blood consecrates the homes of all believers. 

This is the night 

when first you saved our fathers: 
you freed the people of Israel from their slavery 

and led them dry-shod through the sea. 

This is the night 
when the pillar of fire destroyed the darkness of sin! 

This is night 

when Christians everywhere, 

washed clean of sin and freed from all defilement, 

are restored to grace and grow together in holiness. 

This is the night 

when Jesus Christ broke the chains of death 

and rose triumphant from the grave. 

What good would life have been to us, 

had Christ not come as our Redeemer? 

Father, how wonderful your care for us! 

How boundless your merciful love! 
To ransom a slave you gave away your Son. 

O happy fault,  



O necessary sin of Adam, 

which gained for us so great a Redeemer! 

Most blessed of all nights, 

chosen by God to see Christ rising from the dead! 

Of this night scripture says: 
"The night will be as clear as day: 

it will become my light, my joy." 

The power of this holy night dispels all evil, 

washes guilt away, restores lost innocence, 

brings mourners joy; 
it casts out hatred, brings us peace, 

and humbles earthly pride. 

Night truly blessed when heaven is wedded to earth 
and man is reconciled with God! 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 

in the joy of this night, 

receive our evening sacrifice of praise, 
your Church's solemn offering. 

Accept this Easter candle, 
a flame divided but undimmed, 

a pillar of fire that glows to the honor of God. 

(For it is fed by the melting wax, 

which the mother bee brought forth 

to make this precious candle.) 

Let it mingle with the lights of heaven 
and continue bravely burning 

to dispel the darkness of this night! 

May the Morning Star which never sets 

find this flame still burning: 

Christ, that Morning Star, 

who came back from the dead, 

and shed his peaceful light on all mankind, 

your Son, who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

Amen.  



Introduction 

It was a time of crisis at the approaching death of a loved one in the hospital. 

However, it was not a crisis really, for the family had talked earlier with their loved one 

and discussed end-of-life issues long ago. Is this unheard of? No, for this family 

belonged to a parish which encouraged stewardship. One might ask what stewardship 

has to do with end of life issues. Reflection in the planning and implementation stages of 

this thesis considers organ donation as stewardship. 

What is organ donation? One's donation may include tissue (heart valves, veins 

and arteries, fascia and tendons) to enhance the lives of up to sixty people, donating 

corneas to give two people sight, or donating organs (such as heart, lungs, liver, kidneys, 

pancreas and small intestine). 

Organ donation takes place only after the patient has been declared brain-dead by 

their physician at which time the organs are kept viable via a ventilator for the deceased 

person. Brain death is confirmed by the physician and further confirmed by tests on brain 

flow and an EEG. Tissue and cornea donation may take place either after brain death or 

cardiac death. For those who want a viewing of the deceased at the funeral wake, 

donation does not interfere with the looks of the deceased. 

In Indiana, hospital chaplains are trained by the Indiana Organ Procurement 

Organization to be designated requestors. The chaplain does not have as great a potential 

to be a conflict of interest as the nurse or doctor who may be focused hopefully on 

helping another patient be the recipient of organ or tissues from the deceased. Although 

it has become more common to have a separate team work with the potential donor and 

another team of nurses/doctors work with the potential recipient. Chaplains are also 
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usually trained through a clinical pastoral education program in the hospital which helps 

them to develop sensitivity and communication and pastoral skills. The chaplain is 

trained to work with cultural, family and social issues so the goal is to support the family 

and be an advocate in helping the family in their time of need. This may mean involving 

a medical team to explain medical issues, a social worker to obtain social services 

needed, or to clarify religious issues. 

 



The thesis statement drawn from the project proposal 

According to statistics from the Catholic Health Association Audio Conference on 

April 12 and 21, 2005, in February 2005 over 87,500 people were in need of donor 

organs. Additionally, the report indicated that in 2003, there were 13,278 donors of 

which 51 percent were living and 49 percent were deceased for a total of 25,462 organs 

donated.! As reported on the website of United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) on 

March 28, 2006, there are 91,614 waiting donors in need. Also reported by UNOS, in 

2005 there were 14,492 donors and 28,110 transplants. The need for donors continues to 

increase. 

It is the proposal of this thesis that organ donation needs to be considered long 

before it becomes an issue at a time of crisis. There is an opportunity for education about 

organ donation as stewardship within the context of faith and spirituality. 

Goals and Objectives 

The goals of this thesis are the theological consideration of organ donation as 

stewardship and development of a pastoral brochure on organ donation to present an 

opportunity for parishioners each year on Stewardship Sunday to consider the meaning 

and choice of life-giving donation. 

The objectives are to promote the common good, i.e., there is an opportunity to 

see donation as good; to promote justice to encourage that all in need may be potential 

organ recipients including those who cannot afford non-rejection medicine; to consider 

the theological virtues of faith, hope and love with respect to organ donation; and to 
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consider the cardinal virtues, the spiritual and corporal works of mercy present in the 

donation process. 

The format will use the tri-polar method of theological reflection including 

looking at death and organ donation through our experiences and considering both the 

cultural viewpoints and the traditions and history of the Church and scripture. 

Therefore, the objectives also include: to provide the opportunity for resident 

chaplains to reflect on their experiences at moments of crisis and the meaning of organ 

donation; to provide an opportunity for a representative, small group from the parish to 

be a trial unit for everyday people to consider organ donation at a non-crisis moment; to 

develop a pastoral brochure that will inform and encourage people to see a new context 

within faith and spirituality when considering organ donation; and provide dialogue and a 

brochure that may reach farther than the parish unit to more common use of the brochure 

in the diocese. 

Key Assumptions 

The key assumptions will be that the current mission statement of Saint Joseph 

Regional Medical Center in South Bend and Mishawaka, Indiana, will be the driver. 

(“We serve together in Trinity Health in the spirit of the Gospel to heal body, mind and 

spirit, to improve the health of our communities and to steward the resources entrusted to 

us.”) 

In addition, it is noted that Catholic healthcare is holistic and therefore considers the 

whole person culturally, socially and spiritually. Pastoral care workers, who are 

“designated requestors” in the process of organ donation, are one part of a team effort 
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along with hospital administration, nurses, doctors, the patient and family members to 

promote the health and dignity of the patient in the care delivered. 

It is further assumed that the Incarnation through which God became truly human and 

the in-dwelling of the Holy Spirit in the human body connect us all as members of the 

Body of Christ as we care for the sick and the dying. 

Current culture considerations in Catholic healthcare 

One goal of Catholic healthcare is to uphold the dignity of the human person 

while caring for the whole person physically, spiritually, and socially, while also caring 

for family members of the patient. Therefore, the family as one unit is noted and family 

systems are considered. There may be issues in the immediate family but also feelings 

and attitudes from the person’s original family of origin. The chaplain’s emphasis at the 

end of someone’s life is on grief support, pastoral care and the facilitation of consensus 

building among family members while working within guidelines of the Indiana Organ 

Procurement Organization about approaching families about donation. A minimum 

number of people have completed Advance Directives prior to crisis moments. 

Advance Directives include four forms: 

Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care notarized form in which a person 

may identify a relative, a friend or an attorney to make health care decisions if 

he is unable to do for himself. The person may add one’s wishes to accept or 

refuse treatment depending on the person’s physical condition. 

The Health Care Representative form by which a person may be named to 

represent oneself in health care decisions and add specific wishes relating to  



health care treatments that one does or does not want. This form is to be 

signed by a witness. 

The Living Will form on which one tells the doctor one’s desires about health 

care. A living will is used if one does not want the dying process to be 

prolonged. 

The Life Prolonging Procedures form which when signed directs all medical 

care to be given whether or not there is a chance of recovery. 

Chaplains are called upon to assist patients in completing these forms. 

External cultural challenges 

Humans have a natural fear of death and fear of the unknown. There is much 

confusion about the end of life and the ideas of the resurrection of the body. Some want 

their body to “remain whole” and miss the ideas in scripture that God will make all things 

whole and new again. We live in a culture of “death” and lack a spiritual vision as a 

culture. There is therefore a lack of education about organ donation prior to crisis 

moments. Healthcare issues in this country are huge as more people lack adequate 

healthcare insurance. Therefore the gap between uninsured poor and the insured widens 

since recipients must have resources for anti-rejection medicine. 

Historical considerations 

The history of organ transplantation dates back to 1954 when the first successful 

kidney transplant was performed and 1968 when the first successful heart transplant was  



performed. In 1986 the federal government gave UNOS the initial contract to operate 

the Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network and transplant numbers increased.’ 
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Theological considerations 

Theological reflections considered prior to meeting with the two reflection groups 

included the fact that part of our Christian history comes from the Jewish Torah’s 

obligation that saving people’s lives is a sacred value and duty to God and to others. The 

family system as one single unit is emotionally and spiritually connected in which the 

personal sacrifice of a patient and family members parallels Jesus’ sacrifice of love on the 

Cross. Within our community identity as the Body of Christ nurtured in the common life 

of the Church, the virtue of hospitality allows us to welcome others into our lives to 

witness the sacred bond as we share life through organ donation with others in the name 

of Christ and in witness to the communion of saints. Christ’s resurrection and promise of 

final resurrection allow us to live with our finite and dependent nature in hope. Our 

baptismal family and liturgical resources allow us to resist the institutionalization of 

death and rather see the love of God and our connectedness in dying and giving life to 

others. 

Plan of Action 

The pastoral project will include professional chaplain residents who continue to 

study and do clinical work in the hospital setting, who process their experiences through 

writing verbatims and reflections. The project will also include a small group, diverse in 

backgrounds, from the parish, and a consultation with the ethics advisor for the hospital. 

These three components will provide practical, parish-level, and hospital-based 

opportunities for consideration of the topic of organ donation as stewardship.  



Theological Reflection-I using tri-polar process with Chaplain Residents 
who work full-time at St. Joseph Regional Medical Center in South Bend, 

Indiana, during their one-year residency. Reflection on end-of-life issues 
and on donation as stewardship. 

Theological Reflection-II with parish unit on donation as stewardship and 
discussion of educating the community. 

Evaluation by group: 

Surveys on thoughts on stewardship and donation before and after group 
reflection. 

Discussion with students who have indicated donation on their license and 

those who have not. 

Consultation with Ethics Advisor for the hospital. 

Consultation with Nursing Supervisor. 

Development of pastoral brochure on organ donation as stewardship after 
evaluation and personal reflection. 

Personal theological reflection on organ donation and its connection to 
baptism and being a member of the Body of Christ. 

Implementation of the Pastoral Project 

August 24, 2005 Reflection with Chaplain Residents at St. Joseph Regional 

Medical Center, South Bend, Indiana 

January 14, 2006 Thesis proposal presentation at Saint-Mary-of-the-Woods 

January 25, 2006 Discussion on organ donation and small group with pastor 

of Holy Cross Parish, South Bend, Indiana 

February 5, 2006 Small group reflection, Holy Cross Parish, South Bend, 
Indiana 

April 5, 2006 Discussion with Ethics Consultant for Saint Joseph 

Regional Medical Center, South Bend, Indiana 

April 11, 2006 Submit thesis to director  



May 2006 Brochure submitted to Stewardship Committee of Holy 

Cross Parish, South Bend, Indiana 

 



Evaluation Criteria 

L The chaplain residents chosen for the first reflection will be seasoned 

professionals who have worked full-time for one year in the Center for Spiritual 
Care at the hospital. 

A meeting with the pastor of the parish will facilitate the particulars of the 
pastoral project and timeframe in the parish. 

The small parish group will consist of a diversity of ages and backgrounds. 

The participants will have an opportunity to reflect on the spirituality of organ 
donation and stewardship. 

Parish small group participants will be given written information and questions to 
consider prior to meeting together as a group. 

Parish small group participants will complete an evaluative questionnaire after 
participating in the small group reflection. 

The participation by clinical professionals and parish members will facilitate a 
practical approach to developing a meaningful, practical brochure for distribution 
on Stewardship Sunday. 

Prayer certificate of life will be developed for possible use at hospital. (Appendix 

E) 

These criteria will have been met. 

 



II. Theological reflection in the planning stage and in the implementation 
stage 

Planning stage theological reflection with chaplain residents 

Prior to my meeting with the chaplain residents who were spending a year in 

residence and training in clinical pastoral education at the hospital, I spent some time 

reflecting on the pros and cons of organ donation and its meaning. My intention was to 

use the tri-polar method of theological reflection to consider the experience, the cultural 

influences and the insights from our Christian tradition. 

The original goal of choosing this thesis topic was to help families at the moment 

of crisis in the hospital setting when they considered organ donation. Was the experience 

of organ donation a process of missing piece or lost piece (person) being re-attached and 

finding a kind of wholeness again as some authors indicated? Who would benefit? What 

is our culture's attitude toward death? And what do our Christian traditions say? As I 

reflected on these things in my mind and in my heart, the insight came to me that organ 

donation was really about stewardship, i.e., the giving of self to others for a greater 

purpose. 

Perhaps the consideration for the project should be in the parish. The Christian 

beliefs of life beyond led me to an image of water flowing over an arch to the world 

beyond. A bridge of water seemed to represent organ donation's purpose of connecting 

the here and now to the world beyond. In my mind, to nurture the call to organ donation 

could be a call to a healing process.  



The resident chaplains were four in number and worked full-time for one year 

which gave them ample opportunities to work with families at moments of crisis. I met 

with them in late August when they had only a week or two left to finish their year-long 

program. Cuthbert, Jane, Jeff and Robert were seasoned professional chaplains after 

having worked a full year in the hospital setting. 

The four resident chaplains reflected on the experiences of requesting a family to 

donate their loved one's organs or tissue at the time of death. The donation discussion 

with the family takes place after the decision to withdraw life support has been made. 

The resident chaplains felt that one part of the experience that needs changing is to dispel 

bad information. Too many people worry about how their loved one's body will look 

after donation. Most do not realize that the body will look no different. Further 

discussion centered on education opportunities and better explanations of organ donation 

procedures so that the family would not feel threatened by the experience; they would 

know that their loved one would be taken care of with great respect and dignity. 

The chaplains acknowledged that culturally in this day and age often there are 

many issues to be confronted within the family. For the family to come to consensus is 

sometimes quite difficult given the nature of family systems. Sometimes there is an older 

sibling who thinks s/he knows right and wants to be in charge because the person had that 

role in the original family system. S/he has a hard time acknowledging that the 

immediate family or spouse of the patient has priority by law in decision making. The 

role of the chaplain is to try to mediate such circumstances. Often the family is still 

confronting bereavement issues of losing their loved one or bearing the feelings of being 
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left behind. The timing of the request is crucial. Through the process of de-coupling, 

the chaplain makes sure the family has enough time to process the shock of the death and 

to move to acceptance of their loved one's death. 

The resident chaplains felt at that point it is important to reframe the question. 

The family is grieving; what can console them? Reframe the question in light of their 

beloved dead, 1.e., what would s/he have wanted? 

Jane felt that one of the difficulties in family systems is the lack of 

communication prior to the moment of crisis. Did the family previously discuss end-of- 

life issues such as whether their loved one wanted to be resuscitated should their heart 

stop? 

Jeff indicated that in society today, there is a great amount of indifference toward 

others and a degree of selfishness. The chaplains felt that one might learn from doing 

some statistical analysis and consideration of donations, pre-education, and donations and 

economics. 

The question arose whether or how spirituality affects donation. There is a 

societal pre-disposition with respect to the dead. Jeff and Cuthbert felt that there is a 

primitive theology that must be overcome or transformed. Some people still think that 

they must keep their bodies whole or they will not get to heaven. Is this a God who lives 

by the letter of the law or is this a human problem? 

The discussion continued on how spirituality affects donation. The chaplains 

reflected on the scriptural verses about sowing what you reap which can be part of organ 

donation. What good could come of organ donation? 
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The family can be seen as one single organism spiritually and emotionally. 

Organ donation is (then) a personal act of sacrifice. Robert defined sacrifice as a great 

act of love in which one gives up and attains something better as when Jesus gave up his 

life to save humanity. Robert cited the scripture verse from John 15:13, "There is no 

greater love than to give up your life for your friends." 

In the remaining time, stewardship was discussed. I mentioned that the notion of 

organ donation as stewardship had come to me in moments of reflecting. Jane also had 

that insight. Jane felt the most important thing was to educate. It became clear to me that 

the parish unit would be an important unit for pre-education. 

Implementation stage theological reflection with small group in parish 

The small group reflection took place in early February on the topic of organ 

donation as stewardship. In attendance were a retired couple of whom the wife had been a 

nurse for the Holy Cross Brothers; a married woman in her late thirties who has several 

children; a now-single mother in her mid-fifties; a young father in his early thirties; and I 

as moderator. : 

The members of the group were issued an invitation via telephone nearly two 

weeks prior to our meeting. Those who responded affirmatively that they would attend 

were sent a letter detailing the time, the setting, and the nature of the reflection (see 

Appendix A). The letter briefly detailed the tri-polar method of reflection to be used, the 

issues to be discussed and listed ten questions about the issues. Participants were invited 

to review the questions and reflect upon them prior to our meeting.  



All members of the group were chosen from the list of Eucharistic ministers and 

some are involved in the parish in other ways through the St. Vincent de Paul Society and 

as a sacristan. We agreed to meet in the Brother Andre Room which is used for parish 

groups such as RCIA instruction, and, as such, the smaller room with its "upper room" 

feeling contributed to an intimate, small group reflective atmosphere. We met after the 

8:00 a.m. Mass on this particularly snowy Sunday. 

A number of us visited until the one member finished putting away the collection 

of food stuffs for St. Vincent de Paul and the sacristan finished her duties after Mass. 1 

made sure that all had received my mailing and had had time to reflect on the questions. 

Once we were all present I explained, as I had in my letter, my involvement in the 

pastoral theology program at Saint-Mary-of-the-Woods. Participants expressed interest 

in the topics in my letter which included end-of-life issues, organ donation and 

stewardship. I explained that in addition to my full-time position at the University, I 

work part-time as a hospital chaplain and have frequently ministered and counseled 

families at moments of crisis. I explained that it is state law that families need to be 

approached about organ donation at the time of death. 

I invited members of the group to share any experiences with death and any 

images which had come during their reflection. The first person to talk shared that she 

had experienced many deaths including her father after which her life had been never the 

same. She said that she was mindful frequently of the saying and image of "ashes to 

ashes and dust to dust" which we hear on Ash Wednesday because she knows life is 

uncertain. 
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The young man shared next that he saw changes within himself upon reflection 

on death and life as he matured through various life changes. In particular, he noted that 

having children gave him a much better sense of the meaning of the resurrection. At that 

point, I shared my image which had come into my mind's eye when I reflected on the end 

of life and organ donation. An image of a water bridge flowing upward in a curve to 

touch earth to heaven had come to mind. I reflected further that this image related to the 

life-giving water of baptism in the Lord and was a symbol of the passage from death to 

life. The theme of resurrection surfaced again as we pondered these images. 

The former nurse shared that we may choose how we experience life, that she 

does not believe in fear of death. The notion of being good servants of Christ was 

mentioned in contrast to our modern day culture with its emphasis on external looks, 

material possessions and the here and now. The cultural approach to life calls for the 

immediate satisfaction rather than working toward fulfillment of one's spiritual life. A 

tension was noted between the cultural approach to life and the tradition from our church 

life and values. 

When asked whether the group members had ever considered the topic of organ 

donation, the first respondent shared that she was willing to be an organ donor except for 

her eyes because she had had trouble with one of her eyes. She felt she was selfish for 

feeling that way and would probably consent to giving later. This seemed to be a 

comment on working in harmony with other members of Christ's body. She shared that 

she would gladly give her pancreas to her son who has diabetes. This brought her to her 

willingness to donate because she does not want to see others suffer. The community as 
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the Body of Christ came to the front of the reflection. 

Another younger member commented that we have free will which allows us to 

choose. Gratefully, she feels a connection to others in service and, therefore, she has 

long been in favor of organ donation. She reflected on how it was a way of gifting which 

showed a good understanding of reflecting on the power and benefits of organ donation 

and sharing one’s gifts beyond monetary gifts. A reflection followed on how we 

complete one another, each person bringing gifts to benefit the whole Body of Christ. 

Many parts make up the whole and the “tapestry” all comes together as we acknowledge 

how all are created equal and come home by sharing with others. 

The young man commented that it is the Creed at Mass which speaks to him. The 

resurrection of the body gives a perspective to our lives on earth. The Creed is a 

powerful document which orders our lives. 

The retired nurse shared her reflections on how on this earth we complete one 

another, that no one person has all the gifts. We are all created equal. We are coming 

home to the Lord when we die and it seems quite appropriate to share of our very selves. 

I shared that what I see in the sharing of organs is very much parallel to the sacrificial 

sharing of Christ of His broken body. A person who donates her organs is sharing deeply 

in the sacrificial giving of her body which unites us to Christ and to the community. I 

reflected that organ donation is not necessarily for everyone, and certainly not an easy 

topic to discuss. 

A number of participants commented that there is a holdover thought that one has 

to be "whole" to go to heaven. The young man commented that right now only two 
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people are in heaven in whole body form, Jesus who ascended and Mary who was 

assumed into heaven. 

The retired gentleman, after quietly listening and reflecting shared that he hoped 

that he will have done good in his life and been a faithful servant. Although he had not 

considered organ donation too much, he figured that his heart would be too worn out. I 

interjected that organ donation can be sharing not only organs, but also tissue and 

corneas, for example. Several in the room said that they would welcome more 

information on the details of organ donation. 

We next returned to what our faith and our Christian tradition brought to the table 

for our discussion. Several scripture passages were mentioned including, from John 

12:24, in which it is stated, "Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it 

remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit. Whoever loves his 

life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will preserve it for eternal life. 

Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there also will my servant be. The 

Father will honor whoever serves me." This passage seemed to bring us to our former 

reflection that organ donation would allow us to share most intimately in the sacrificial 

giving as Christ had gifted us with His Life. 

Our time together had passed quickly. The group completed evaluations and I 

thanked everyone for coming.  



III. Analysis and interpretation of the knowledge gained in the implementation 
process 

During the reflection time with the chaplain residents, it became quite evident that 

the need exists for pre-education about organ donation, Advance Directives, and for 

increased pastoral care time with patients and families. Since many families first 

confront these issues at times of crisis, on-going education and discussion in the parish 

setting would prove fruitful for several reasons. 

In the parish unit, there all ready exists an established sense of community so that 

one’s family 1s not confronting issues alone. The community could provide support to its 

members as families prayerfully consider end-of-life issues and discuss the meaning of 

our physical bodies and our spiritual bodies. The parish community could also help 

members grow spiritually by discussing baptism and our being claimed by Christ forever. 

We who are a loving people can discuss what it means to be partners with God and 

stewards of our bodies and all which God has created. 

Baptism defines our existence and tells us how we are to live in responsive 

relationship with God. We find the meaning of being stewards in our baptismal covenant 

which manifests God’s grace in this world. Stewardship is a complete commitment to 

God as seen in how members of the parish live out their faith lives. Giving is at the heart 

of Christian living. Our faith speaks of the incarnate Christ so we are called to give of 

ourselves, of our spirits and of our bodies as may be found in 1 Peter 4:10-11. 

In the small group reflection, the call of baptism was very much present in the 

proclamations of the members present. There is an openness to giving to others by virtue 

of our Eucharistic community and the potential exists for action after education on organ 
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donation. There was a spirit of affirmation that the parish community is a fertile ground 

for consideration of broadening the definition of stewardship. The experience with the 

small group seemed to indicate that people hunger for reflection. It can be concluded that 

parishes offer too little reflective and growth experiences to members. Group members 

rather than being afraid of the topics of death and organ donation, instead, were open, 

reflective and willing to share in organ donation as members of the Body of Christ. In 

addition, there is much room for expanding the concepts and outreaches of stewardship 

and a hunger among the participants to do so. 

 



IV. Analysis and Interpretation of the evaluation of the project by participants 

Members of the small group in the parish were given information and questions to 

consider prior to meeting (see Appendix A). These included questions on end-of-life 

experiences, the influences of our cultural and religious traditions on these experiences, 

and questions on stewardship and organ donation. 

There was an interest expressed in the topics of organ donation and stewardship 

as witnessed by responses from each member of the group (see Appendix C). 

Each person completed a questionnaire and evaluation of the reflection group. Of 

the five people present (not including myself), two were interested in being donors and 

one was already a donor. All five of the participants felt further outreaches on 

stewardship would be beneficial. All five of the participants also felt specifically that a 

brochure on organ donation as stewardship would be a useful educational document. 

Like many people whom the chaplains meet at the hospital, three of the five 

participants wanted more information on organ donation, although all five indicated that 

they had thought about organ donation previously. The interest all five participants had 

in stewardship is significant for what that says about covenant, commitment and the 

longing to live their faith lives more fully. 

One expressed surprise at how organ donation can be linked to the resurrection 

and the ability to pour one’s life out for others. The interest in stewardship and reflection 

on organ donation as a member of the Body of Christ shown forces one to conclude that 

the parish setting could be a fruitful place for pre-education on organ donation with 

positive outcomes in terms of potential donor numbers. 

28  



Since all five members wanted more information on organ donation, since one 

was already a donor and two indicated an interest in being donors, one may conclude that 

pre-education about organ donation and stewardship as members of the Body of Christ in 

light of our baptism would prove a fertile landscape. 

After the small group reflection, the members of this parish group were given an 

evaluative questionnaire to complete (see Appendix B). It was a consensus of the group 

that a pastoral brochure on organ donation as stewardship was a good idea. 

 



V. Student summary and personal theological reflection 

Donation can provide sight to the blind and the ability to walk to the lame, etc. In 

Luke 7:21-23, we are reminded of the healing power of Jesus and contemplate in what 

ways we may be a part of that healing. Donation can be a source of comfort to the 

bereaved that something good has come of their loved one's death that someone else has 

life in the face of this death. In addition, one of the tasks of bereaved is to continue a 

sense of their loved one. Knowing their loved one’s heart saved a life can bring new 

meaning through their faith. In 1Cor 15:21-24, we read: "But now Christ has been raised 

from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came 

through a human being, the resurrection of the dead came also through a human being. 

For just as in Adam all die, so too in Christ shall all be brought to life, but each one in 

proper order: Christ the first fruits; then, at his coming, those who belong to Christ; then 

comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God and Father, when he has 

destroyed every sovereignty and every authority and power." Our human existence 

involves solidarity with others and with Christ. 

Christ emptied himself and took the form of a servant. God is not therefore 

jealous but rather calls all of us to share in his work as did Jesus Christ in making all 

things new. God calls us to use our minds, hearts and imaginations in completing his 

work. Jesus was prophet, shepherd and sanctifier. Vatican II called all in the church to 

share in this three-fold ministry. Healing ministry to which we all are called by the virtue 

of being Christ-like spirits in this world, calls for us to shepherd, i.e., to show concern for 

those who are weak or in need of restoration and new life. Organ donation has been 
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called radical healing, which is akin to how Jesus healed. Through Jesus' suffering and 

through his recognizing the suffering in his world, he brought healing and redemption 

through the Cross. The psalmist in Ps. 116:5-9 reminds us: "Gracious is the Lord and 

just; yes, our God is merciful. The Lord protects the simple; I was helpless, but God 

saved me. Return, my soul, to your rest; the Lord has been good to you. For my soul has 

been freed from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. I shall walk before 

the Lord in the land of the loving." 

We have Jesus as the model of stewardship. As stewards in the Church especially 

we are to show care for all God has created. Jesus sacrificed to give all wholeness and 

fullness with God and we are called to be a part of this sacrifice. The term 'economy' has 

been described as the life of God and creature existing together. Divine economy is the 

great plan of salvation found in Ephesians 1:3-14: 

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavens, as he ise us in him, before the 

foundation of the world, to be holy and without blemish before him. In love he destined 

us for adoption to himself through Jesus Christ, in accord with the favor of his will, for 

the praise of the glory of his grace that he granted us in the beloved. 

"In him we have redemption by his blood, the forgiveness of transgressions, in 

accord with the riches of his grace that he lavished upon us. In all wisdom and insight, he 

has made known to us the mystery of his will in accord with his favor that he set forth in 

him as a plan for the fullness of times, to sum up all things in Christ, in heaven and on 

earth.  



"In him we were also chosen, destined in accord with the purpose of the One 

who accomplishes all things according to the intention of his will, so that we might exist 

for the praise of his glory, we who first hoped in Christ. In him you also, who have heard 

the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and have believed in him, were sealed 

with the promised Holy Spirit, which is the first installment of our inheritance toward 

redemption as God's possession, to the praise of his glory." 

This divine economy calls us as individuals and as a church to respond to God's 

Spirit in our lives. Pneumatology, the theology which deals with the work of the Holy 

Spirit, recognizes the Holy Spirit as active in the church rather than passive. Richard 

McBrien sums up the thoughts of Yves Congar on the Church and Spirit: “He has come to 

understand that whatever we have to tell and say, as sublime as it is, it is really not worth 

much unless it is accompanied by a praxis, by real action, by concrete service and love.” 

Congar cites five elements of this pneumatology: 1) the Spirit builds up the Body 

of Christ, 2) while the Spirit builds up the Body of Christ, the real, human, communal 

structure of the Church serves the Spirit of Christ, 3) the mission of the Trinity, i.e., 

Father, Son and Spirit, is united and yet diverse in three persons, and comes through the 

Spirit as active agent in the sacraments, 4) the Spirit gives gifts or charisms in order that 

the Spirit can energize the Church and all Christian communities to understand the Word 

of God, and 5) the local church is accepted as part of the one, holy, Catholic and apostolic 

church since the Holy Spirit fosters communion of churches and people.’ 
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We seek to understand our faith through the doctrine of the Church and through 

scripture. We worship in order to respond to the gift of faith we have received. It is right 

and proper that we turn outward with this gift of faith in service of others. 

The awareness that the Spirit is transforming our lives as the Spirit enlightens our 

minds leads us to look around us to our responsibilities in this world to our sisters and 

brothers and to our planet. 

The Sacred comes to us through human experience, and yet, we cannot fathom the 

reaches of God. It is through our worship and through our journey to becoming faithful 

followers of Christ that we realize we encounter the Spirit, mystery and the Sacred 

through our experiences. The discipleship in the Spirit to which we are called is vital to 

our lives. Edward Schillebeeckx points out the complexity of humans who cannot only 

reason, but have freedom, contemplation and imagination. The Spirit calls us to go 

beyond the purely technological solutions our world presents to us. Schillebeeckx 

comments on what really is a worthy-life. An encounter with the other whether as 

evidence of Christ in the other or whether to relieve suffering is part of responding to the 

Spirit. "It is precisely through this mutual relationship to others that the limitation of 

man's own individuality is transcended in free, loving affirmation of the other, and the 

person himself arrives at personal identity. The co-humanity with which we encounter 

one another as people, i.e., as an aim and an end, not as a means for something or other, 

is an anthropological constant which looks for norms without which whole and livable 

humanity is impossible here and now." * 
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It is by virtue of our baptism that we become members of Christ's Body. Our 

baptismal family and liturgical resources allow us to resist the institutionalization of 

death and rather see the love of God and our connectedness in dying and giving life to 

others. Sacraments are realities, rites and events which may transform humans. 

They are moments of shared reflection on experiences of being fully human, i.e., free to 

live in relationship, in community, to become aware of one's own deeper life and aware 

of the divine presence of God through the life and presence of the Risen Lord in our 

midst. We communicate this presence and become aware of the reality of the Risen 

Lord's presence through the use of living symbols or signs and images of our thoughts, 

our inner feelings and deeper consciousness of our experiences which serve to deepen our 

reflection about the meaning of life overall. 

Jesus, through his death and resurrection, showed us how to be more fully human 

through his relationship as Beloved One of Abba, Father. Sacraments are the recognition 

of the presence of the Living Christ, not a dead God. This is our faith. The existence of 

the sacramental community brings the Risen Lord and Spirit of Life to our lives. 

Sacramentality is the idea that all reality is marked by God's presence and action on our 

behalf. Sacramentality means that human experience is elevated to a higher level of 

significance by the presence of God in our lives. Every event and all things of being 

human have meaning through Jesus' death and resurrection which we celebrate. Jesus' 

sacrificial giving stands as an example for us to follow. We as community are called to 

be the living presence of the risen Christ, a tangible presence of union with one another  



and therefore union with God. This sacramentality of all we do and every event 

reframes the question of “why organ donation?” 

Our faith binds us to one another as part of the Body of Christ and in charity we 

are called to reach out to others. Our story is related to others in community. This gives 

us hope that our choices in life are not made for naught but connect us to one another and 

to the goodness of God. Just as the sacraments are outwardly signs of God's self-giving 

love, when we give of ourselves to others our individuality is perfected in love and in 

God's love. "All of life thus may in a sense be liturgical, in that all of life, is potentially 

an opportunity for Christians to display the virtues which are nothing less than the skills 

necessary to make visible in their body God's redemptive love for the creation." 

As we minister to the sick, we minister to Christ in charity. Through the virtue of 

charity, the cardinal moral virtues of courage, temperance, justice and prudence are 

necessary to suffer with the other and to care for the other. If we share in baptism, in 

faith and in liturgy, then we cannot not share physical and economic interdependence. 

Christian hospitality recognizes the sacramental bond between two persons. The health of 

the person and the health of the community are intertwined. The idea of caring is to 

alleviate suffering in a spirit of caritas, i.e., in spirit of faith, hope and love. We as 

Christians affirm life and believe that this spirit of caritas is not overthrown by fear or 

despair in the face of death. Jesus' resurrection has overcome death and we share in his 

resurrection with hope for eternal life with Him. Christ's resurrection is not final in itself, 
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but rather its finality rests in the entire, whole harvest of all, when all is all in Him at the 

final end. This is our hope in Him. 

Living parts of a person given in death forge human solidarity that we are 

compassionately sharing in Christ's body. We are not separate bodies, minds and souls. 

Each affects the other. In Judaism, according to Elliot Dorff, the value of saving lives 

through organ donation is in response to the obligation to save lives, a sacred value in 

Judaism (pikkuah nefesh). It is more important than any other commandments except 

those against murder and idol worship. Pikkuah nefesh or saving a life is such a sacred 

value, that to donate the deceased's organs is to show honor to that person. The 

compassion shown to another through the gift of organ donation witnesses the 

dependence on another, gives us strength and shows forth our common destiny of life in 

God. 

Judaism 1s the foundation for our Christian traditions. The concepts underlying 

the obligation in the Jewish tradition include the notion of community membership, the 

virtue of compassion toward others, obedience of the commandment of God to love and 

care for one another, to witness to the dignity of all God's creatures, and to hold firm the 

covenant of God that unites us in relationship to God. In Deut 30:19-20 we read, "I call 

upon heaven and earth to witness against you this day: I have put before you life and 

death, blessing and curse. Choose life, then that you and your offspring would live, by 

loving the Lord your God, heeding His commands, and holding fast to Him." 

In recognition of these Jewish thoughts and the fact that through Christ's 

resurrection and promise of final resurrection allow us to live with our finite and 
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dependent nature in hope, organ donation is an opportunity to act as a people of hope of 

resurrection. Gift giving is a sacred ritual. To give of one's body to preserve the sacred 

life of others allows us to live on in others and to be a part of the Incarnation through 

which God became truly human. The in-dwelling of the Holy Spirit in the human 

connects us all as members of the Body of Christ. We follow in Christ's footsteps to be 

honest, courageous, compassionate, unselfish, forgiving and faithful to the Truth of Life. 

Through faith we inform our conscience of the right action and through love we allow 

our will to care about another's dignity. 

My own personal reflection on organ donation stems from two sources - a 

reflection on what baptism for a neophyte in the fourth century was like and a reflection 

on being a disciple, at the foot of the Cross when Christ died, called to be responsible for 

others, and to give freely in love to others. In and through our baptism, we become 

children of the Light and relatives of all who have followed Christ through the ages. As 

baptized people, we embrace the Cross and are called to care for one another since we are 

one Body, one in Christ. We are united with the communion of saints, both are earth and 

in heaven. This is our hope for eternal life with Christ. This is our release from being 

tied only to our bodies and earthly possessions. 

Personal Reflections 

On Baptism: 

The moon is full and bright tonight. I am a shepherd on the plain above the city of 

Magdala. Many times I have sat and watched my sheep and saw the full moon as a 
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symbol of my emptiness and loneliness. Tonight is different. The light of the full moon 

is warm and inviting and no longer appears cold and stark. 

[ have to wonder what brought this change? Why could I not see the beauty and 

warmth before? Before I was set apart and searching. Tonight I will know fully a 

community. For tonight is my baptism night. Before, life was meaningless; I hungered 

more than my sheep do when the rains do not come to make the grasses grow. Even my 

sheep seemed to know what their purpose in life was. 

This has changed now, or rather, I have changed and am changing more. I recall 

the night when I sat here so lonely and saw a light below which beckoned. I was so 

distraught that I left my sheep that night to investigate the warm, yellow light of the fire. 

It was the Christ-fire, the light of Christ. A year ago, I was a spectator encased in my 

aloneness. Tonight I am to be one with that warm community. It has been a long year of 

discovery for me. I hungered for more knowledge of this Christ as I talked with 

community members. 

It is now 2:30 in the morning on this my baptismal day. I have an hour long walk 

down sloping hills to the seashore where I will be baptized in the Sea of Galilee. As I 

walk, I think of how my drab burlap shepherd's cloak will be replaced by the white tunic 

of one who is baptized in Christ. The grasses brush my legs and I listen to the swoosh of 

my feet as I journey down the hillside. The journey has not been easy, but it has been 

right for I am now happy. Small red flowers are lit by the moonlight and remind me of 

my Savior's blood which was shed for me.  



A year ago, I never knew such love. This love connects us in the community. I 

am stronger inside because I feel this love, this healing love of my Savior and of the 

community. 

I stumble over some small, jagged rocks which remind me of the rough places in 

my life which I need to transform. I am glad that I have found Christ who will forgive 

me and give me the grace to change my life. I wander now through the grasses as the 

chosen People wandered in the wilderness. I am privileged to be on this journey to 

wholeness through Christ. 

I am almost there now; the terrain has changed. I draw in deep breaths of air 

fragrant with the smells of the olive, fig, date, and pomegranate trees. I know the olives 

have provided oil with which I will be blessed tonight so I give praise to my Creator for 

the trees which provide life in so many ways for the farmers and for me at my baptism of 

New Life. 

I stop and lean against a tall, smooth rock worn smooth by the sea. A voice calls 

my name and Matthew and Sarah each give me a hug and join me on the walk down the 

last hill to the sea where the community has gathered. Matthew and Sarah are 

representative of the love and acceptance I have felt over the last year. 

The fire is lit as it was a year ago and the community is silent as they wait in 

anticipation of the start of the liturgy. The first light of dawn streaks through the dark sky 

and the readings begin. 

My heart beats faster with joy that the moment of my baptism has come. I listen 

to the creation story from Genesis and know anew an excitement for living. The Gospel 

39  



reading from Mark marks the beginning of awakening my senses. Phillip reads from 

Mk 7:34, 37, "Ephphatha!" and anoints my ears with the cool, fragrant oil. I feel a new 

sensitivity to the words I hear as he reads, "They were exceedingly astonished and they 

said, He has done all things well. He makes the deaf hear and (the mute) speak." 

As I walk from shore into the Sea of Galilee, the cool water laps my feet. I stop 

and the rite continues as I renounce Satan. I fall to my knees in the water and I 

acknowledge I have fallen many times in sin but now I am to be cleansed by the grace of 

God. Perhaps it is the coolness of the water on my knees that is refreshing, but a 

lightness comes over me like the wind and I raise my arms in praise and thankfulness. I 

turn from the darkness in the west to the light glowing in the sky in the east. Christ, the 

Source of Light, is to be my companion for the rest of my life. 

My voice which previously had been so hesitant when speaking about my life 

now is strong and clear as I proclaim my intention to be faithful to the Lord. As I speak I 

become aware that my up-reached arms feel a new-found strength and boldness. 

I remove my burlap shepherd's cloak and Phillip pours oil over my head, arms and 

chest. As the oil of catechumens drips down, its coolness makes my body tingle. Phillip 

calls upon the Light of Christ to be present and to release me from the power of all 

darkness. "You are anointed with the oil of salvation that Christ may be your strength 

and you may be free of all darkness to live in Christ's Light.” 

To live in Christ's Light! I want to scream aloud with happiness! My heart is 

bursting with joy and with love. Tears stream down my face and mingle with the oil.  



I bow my head in silent prayer as Phillip consecrates the water in the large jug so 

that it may be healing water. He calls upon the Spirit to descend upon the water and upon 

us all in the community. I think of Jesus' Baptism and my skin tingles at the thought of 

being connected to my Savior through this rite. 

The moment has come. Phillip baptizes me in the name of the Father, the Son and 

the Holy Spirit. I turn my face up to receive the water he pours over me three times. I 

feel free. As I open my eyes, the first dove of the morning flies overhead. Surely this is a 

blessed moment for my being was soaring like the dove in such happiness. 

I have become anew in Christ in the water through the Spirit. I glorify the Lord in 

praise. The community celebrates. John approaches with my new tunic which he drapes 

over me as | arise from the water. Phillip intones as he signs me with the cross, "May 

you die to self and rise to new life in Christ until you may one day be united with Christ 

in eternal life." 

The community sings as my heart soars, "You have put on Christ, in Christ you 

have been baptized, Alleluia, Alleluia." I now know that we all bear his mark. 

Phillip anoints my forehead, my lips and my hands with the fragrant oil of 

thanksgiving. The pungent smell entering my nostrils reminds me that I am sealed with 

Christ, to be the living mystery of Christ's presence in this world. For the first time this 

night, [ am in awe of the responsibility this entails. The first rays of the morning sun 

flash on my white garment and I feel gloriously strong. I tell Phillip that I feel 

transfigured. Phillip reminds me that this is the meaning of baptism as the community of 

trusted friends gather around to celebrate with me, the new Jacob.  



On being a disciple of Christ: 

It is the time for Jesus to be glorified as he dies on the cross and hands over his 

Spirit. I stand below the cross with Jesus' beloved disciples. 

My mind races in agony as I recall the recent moments of suffering of our dear 

Jesus. Shouts of the chief priests and guards continue to ring in my ears, "Crucify him, 

crucify him!" I shudder as tears fall down my cheeks. 

Even Pilate has had a last minute insight and has tried to release Jesus. Why are 

these Roman soldiers and Jewish high priests still trying to slaughter Him? Pilate has 

written the inscription on the Cross, "King of the Jews." 

The soldiers take thorny branches and as they weave the branches into a crown, I 

know their intentions to crucify him. They joke, "Ha, ha, he called himself King of the 

Jews." 

"He is our King, I hear myself saying quietly." I beat my hand against my breast 

as I try to bear the sight. Pilate overhears me and again calls for the release of Jesus. The 

Jews cry out (John 19:12), "If you release him, you are not a friend of Caesar. Everyone 

who makes himself a king opposes Caesar." 

The sky is darkening and I hear a roll of thunder in the distance. For some reason, 

the sky above the Cross where Jesus is tied is not darkening but rather lightening to a 

pale, white, golden color. 

"Crucify him, crucify Him." The shouts become louder. I wonder why they  



cannot see the goodness of this man, Jesus, who healed the blind man by anointing his 

eyes with clay and told him to wash in Siloam. That man spoke with Jesus, my master, 

and worshipped him as the Son of God. 

I too come as a disciple. My heart knows the truth that He is the healer of all. 

Now he is in agony upon the Cross as blood drips down his head and splatters in the sand 

near my feet. I feel there is something terribly wrong that this good man is being put to 

death. 

I had heard stories that he had talked of going some place where we could not 

know. And he had said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk 

in darkness, but will have the light of life." (John 8:12) 

At that moment, Jesus, despite his agony, looked tenderly at his mother who stood 

beside me. His beloved disciple was near her. "Women behold, your son." Then he said 

to the disciple, "Behold, your mother." (John 20:26-27) This established a mother-son 

relationship and the community of disciples who were related to Him who were to pass 

on the stories of His life. 

My heart skipped a beat. I was beginning to understand now. This man, Jesus, 

had brought us together as community to live in His Light and in the Kingdom of God 

even now on the earth. I felt cleansed as water and blood flowed from His side and the 

sky lightened above Him. The ray of light extended from His cross to his mother and 

beloved disciple. No longer was I a doubter. Truly he was who he had said. He said he 

had come to testify to the truth. "Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice." 

(John 18:27)  



It was noon but the sweet smell of the night tube roses filled the air. 

Reflection Summary 

In these two reflections it can be seen that baptism demands that we live our life 

with a commitment to being like Christ. The scene of the disciple at the Cross is 

symbolic of the care that we should have for one another and also symbolic of our call to 

life in God. This does not mean that we should not care for this life. Rather it points to 

how we can bring life to others in many ways. 

One way is to choose to be organ and tissue donors. The chaplain residents and 

the parish reflection groups pointed to the greater life we have in Christ. We live in unity 

with Christ and the events of our lives take on meaning due to Christ's life, death and 

resurrection. We live in hope for everlasting life with Christ but believe that his kingdom 

is already present here on this earth with its promise of fullness and completeness with 

him. Our faith in Jesus as Savior teaches us to join our suffering to his for he has 

overcome all darkness. Hope in Christ dominates rather than evil and the results of 

original sin. Death is not the end rather it is the process of our transformation to eternal 

life. 

We live as a unity of spirit and matter. When brain activity has ceased, the person 

is declared dead for the soul no longer informs the body. The remains are no longer the 

human person but rather are organic matter which will decompose. Respect for the 

remains recognizes the sacredness of the human life of whose image still appears on the 

body and respect for the family members who are present. The liturgical services of the 

44  



Judeo-Christian traditions celebrate our love for the deceased and remind us of the 

purpose of life united with Christ. 

The process of living and dying does not only occur at the end of our lives. We 

are called to live daily a life-long love of life in God through Christ. It is in the small 

deaths to self daily that we find meaning and purpose so that at the end of our lives, we 

are used to giving to others in the name of Christ that we may give of ourselves through 

organ donation in response to the ultimate meaning of our lives in God. Thus, 

stewardship enables us daily to look beyond our self, beyond our daily sufferings, to see 

others as Christ to whom we have committed our lives in and through our baptism. As 

disciples of Christ, we are called to live a certain way, i.e., the way of self-giving as 

Christ. According to Joan Chittister, attaining holiness in this life is a communal project, 

not just an individual concept. "It is a life of prophetic presence and selfless service in a 

world whose soul has gone dry."® This selfless service means we are to be willing to 

suffer for the other as Christ suffered for us, to see the world as God sees it rather than 

from our own little vision of the world. We no longer act as little children, in response to 

the letter of the law, but rather are servants of love. - 

Stewardship involves not just faith but action. In James 2:14-17, we read, "What 

good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that 

faith save him? If a brother or sister has nothing to wear and has no food for the day, and 

one of you says to them, "Go in peace, keep warm, and eat well," but you do not give 
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them the necessities of the body, what good is it? So also faith of itself, if it does not 

have works, 1s dead." 

We are called to transcend our little selves and become a part of the vast creation 

as a servant of the whole community, the entire Body of Christ. We are made in the 

image of the Divine so have no need to not give to others. Everything we have comes 

from God. God's love for us cuts to the very core of what stewardship means. We are to 

give of ourselves, not only of our money, but of our very selves, in order to bring the 

efforts of our lives, of the church to the center of collaboration with God in the work of 

creation, redemption and holiness. 

God calls us to share through his Spirit. The fruits of the Holy Spirit, such as 

charity, joy, peace, patience, goodness, faithfulness and generosity are the fruits of those 

who give to others. Out of love of others, we offer ourselves in charity to others in organ 

donation. We bring joy to the recipients and to their family members. In peace, we 

surrender to death with a firm faith that we live in Christ. 

“Though the explanations varied, the predominant sense of the tradition seems to 

be that all adults are sooner or later, perhaps even at the moment of death itself, 

confronted with the call to, and opportunity for, faith, hope and charity in response to the 

saving God."’ 

The pastoral care person listens and reflects with the patient about the realities of 

the patient's situation and how to understand thoughts, feelings and emotions. If one has 

daily looked for the work of the Spirit and practiced faith, hope and charity, decisions at 
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life's crisis moments are easier to make. God is present with the sick person and one 

reflects on the spiritual path during this illness. 

One serves God not only with one's spirit but also with one's body. As stewards, 

we are to care for all that God has given to us. Our model is Jesus who sacrificed all and 

brought all into communion with God. We begin as children of God and grow in maturity 

and spirit as we follow Jesus, our model. 

We are called secularly to support the common good. We are called via the 

Church and our faith to respond as the sacrament of communion (koinonia). According 

to Rahner, the Church is to be Christ's, and therefore God's, real, eschatologically 

triumphant presence in the world. The sacraments of the church build up the Body of 

Christ by sanctifying people of the Church to give worship to God. The sacraments as 

signs lead us in communion to respond to one another in love, even to the point of 

sharing organs after death. 

To support a person's decision to donate organs and tissue is to support the Word 

present in the decision, to know the love of the caring God will be present at the end of 

life. The mystery of life, not comprehensible via human rational thought, leads to an 

endless future with the Loving God of our faith. 

Organ donation then is an act of sacrificial love, united to Christ's sacrifice, which 

leads to bringing another to wholeness. The chaplain's roles are to be present at all 

deaths, traumas and codes; to mediate conversations between the patient's family 

members and the team which includes doctors, nurses, medical technicians, the funeral 

home, the donor agencies (organ, tissue and eye bank) and the chaplain; and to coordinate 
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end-of-life services including bereavement ministry, potential donation, and pastoral 

care and counseling. How much fuller the last moments with a loved one could be if 

these crucial decisions had been contemplated on stewardship Sunday in the parish 

setting. 

Martin Buber believed that we do not serve God only with spirit but with 

complete human nature which means the physicalness of our bodies is material for 

sanctification. The Word Made Flesh is known in the suffering of our members and so 

challenges us to unite ourselves with others in compassion and solidarity. 

Social obligation to serve the common good calls for a response to the demand for 

life-saving organs and tissue. Questions have to be asked on how to procure organs and 

how to distribute them. 

These are precious resources in the call to serve the common good and can be seen as a 

corporal work of mercy to help the sick who are in need. At issue here is how does one 

allocate these resources with equality in light of the present health care system in the 

United States where preventive medicine and universal basic health care coverage is 

lacking? The moral character of the communities demands that both the donor and the 

recipient be treated with dignity and respect. 

In Matthew 25:34-40, we hear the criterion of judgment: "Come, you who are 

blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a 

stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in 

  

8 Theology & Medicine, p. 26 
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prison and you visited me. Then the righteous will answer him and say, 'Lord, when did 

we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? When did we see you a 

stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? When did we see you ill or in 

prison, and visit you?' 

And the king will say to them in reply, 'Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of 

the least brothers of mine, you did for me." 

The Good Samaritan showed mercy to the neighbor left half-dead by the roadside 

and showed the priest and the Levite a new answer to the question of "Who is my 

neighbor?" Is the lack of organ and tissue donation a result of the emphasis in our culture 

on "look out for yourself" attitude? Is it due to a lack of spirituality? 

How can we develop a passion for helping others? If our bodies can help sustain 

lives other than our own, how can we foster that connectedness? 

Can religious leaders discuss organ donation as a duty and as relationship to 

others in the Body of Christ? Joan Chittister says of our connectedness, "Discipleship 

presumes from each of us, from the Church itself, that same kind of reckless, open, 

receiving, giving love that Jesus brought to the blind on the roads of Galilee, to the body 

of a dead girl, to the plea of the woman with the issue of blood." ’ We are to walk with 

the Christ of Galilee to move beyond ourselves to empower each other to give from the 

deepest center of ourselves where God abides if we are open to hearing God's call. 

Instead of tying ourselves to the human experience, we should remember Teilhard 

de Chardin's comment that we are spiritual beings having a human experience. This calls 

  

? New Design, p. 18  



us to move beyond physical selves to our spiritual connectedness in the Body of Christ. 

Through Christ, God entered fully into human life. We are Christ’s disciples and sharers 

in building the Kingdom through stewardship. “If a person who was rich enough in this 

world’s goods saw that one of his brothers or sisters was in need, but closed his heart to 

this person, how could the love of God be living in him or her? My children, our love is 

not to be just words or mere talk, but something real and active.” (1 John 3:18) 

VI. Conclusion 

The original intent of the project was to center on helping families make 

important decisions in moments of crisis. Through the reflection group with the resident 

chaplains and through the interest and questions received from the group in the parish, it 

is noted that pre-education on organ donation is needed. It is further noted that 

expanding the concept of stewardship is both a hunger and would be welcomed. 

The Indiana Organ Donation has a brochure on donating. The emphasis on 

stewardship of time, talent and treasure in the parish presents an opportunity to add a 

brochure on organ donation as a form of stewardship. As can be seen from the two 

reflections, we live for greater reasons -one to have a life in the Spirit and another to be 

generous of our treasures. When a person can benefit from a person who donates organs 

or tissues, what an opportunity for stewardship to extend someone's life by offering and 

donating organs or tissue so that the person could have a fuller life. 

As members of Christ’s Body, i.e., the Church, to educate on a fuller response to 

the call to stewardship is essential. Creating a pastoral brochure on organ donation as 
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stewardship is part of our call to reach out to others to continue God’s work among us 

on earth until we all find fulfillment and wholeness with God. 

In Baptism we are called. Through the Exultet we know the Light and Hope. 

Through Stewardship we respond. 

 



Appendix A: Invitation letter with questions 

February 2, 2006 

Dear Jeanine, 

Thank you for agreeing to be part of a reflection group on Sunday, February 5, 

after the 8:00 a.m. mass to be held in the Brother Andre Room. 
We will be using a method of theological reflection called the tripolar reflection 

process in which we reflect on personal experience, consider our culture's influence on 

the experience, and consider our Christian tradition and scriptural perspectives. 
The context of pastoral concern and opportunity for reflection are end of life 

issues in regard to organ donation and stewardship. 
Prior to our meeting, | would ask that you consider the following questions: 

. What has been your experience with death and its meaning? 

. What is the meaning of the body versus the spiritualness of our lives? 

. How do you feel connectedness to others? 

. What does our culture tell us about the body, death and after life? 

. What are the boundaries between self and others? 

. What does it mean to be the Body of Christ? 

. What are your thoughts on organ donation? 

8. If we are the Body of Christ, does that influence our views and in what way? 

9. What is stewardship? 

10. Could organ donation be considered a form of stewardship? 

This reflection group is being done as part of a thesis project in partial fulfillment 

of the master of arts in pastoral theology at Saint-Mary-of-the-Woods. The guidelines we 

will follow include sharing at a level at which you are comfortable, considering the topic 

as just that and not a commitment beyond that consideration, and respecting the 

confidentiality of what is shared. In other words, the purpose is a theological reflection 

on the topics not recruitment. 
Thank you again for your willingness to participate and I look forward to seeing 

you on Sunday. Anne 

52  



Appendix B: Evaluative questionnaire used at end of small group reflection 

Feb. 5, 2006 

Comments and Evaluation of Reflection Group 

1. Has our reflection helped you see stewardship differently? 

Did anything surprising come to the foreground for you during reflection? 

Had you considered the topic of organ donation previously? 

As you reflected on cultural views vs. scriptural views, what changed for you? 

Does reflection on being the Body of Christ and on stewardship change your 
notions in regard to gifting through organ donation — even if not for yourself? 

Do you think a brochure on further outreaches as stewardship would be beneficial 
at a parish level? And specifically could a brochure about organ donation as 
stewardship be a useful educational document? 

Thank you for your work on this project with me. 

 



Appendix C: Small group evaluations and responses 

Feb. 5, 2006 Reflection Group Working Document — in addition to reflection questions 
given to participants 

You were invited to reflect privately on your experience of death. 

Describe the factually the experience you have had .... And what image comes to mind. 

What are your feelings about the body vs. life in.the spirit? What images come to mind. 

Does our religion’s view of the body, death and after life contrast with our contemporary 
culture? 

Are there similarities or differences? 

Is there a theme common to both or a tension which informs? 

As you reflected on cultural views vs. scriptural views, what changed for you? What was 
different? 

Let’s look at one image and consider how God may be present and calling. 

Where is God in this experience? 

Is there a parallel between organ donation and the sacrificial Body of Christ broken and 
shared? 

Scriptures 
John: Unless you lay down your life for your friends 
Lazarus - or the Good Samaritan 

Do you think a brochure on further outreaches/viewpoints on stewardship would be a 
good idea? Could it include organ donation as stewardship? 

My idea is to educate prior to crisis moment. 
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Appendix D: Components of brochure on organ donation as stewardship 

  

Contact numbers 

for more information 

  

Name   

Indiana Organ Procurement Organization Date 

1-888-ASK-IOPO 
  

American Red Cross Tissue Dear Family members, 

Services 

1-8384TISSLE I see organ & tissue donation as an act of stewardship. I 
want you to know that my intent is to be an organ and 
ticeaiie dnnnr an nthere mav have life 

Children’s Organ Transplant 

Association 

1-800-366-2686 

      

Community Tissue Services 

1-800-9TISSUE 

Indiana Lions Eye and Tissue Transplant Bank 

1-800-232-4384 

  
St. Joseph Tissue Bank : 

1-800-552-4844 Stewardship 

values 

expressed 

in donating: 

      

  

Stewardship 
~compassion 

~love 

~self-giving 

~hope 

~life for 

others 

DONATE LIFE             

  

“I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives 

and believes in me will never die.”        
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