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ABSTRACT 

First United Church of Christ in Bremen, Indiana has been in a transitional period for at 

least 2 years. Two interim pastors and many guests have sustained the services and 

congregational needs until a pastor was found this fall. Around the same time, our new narthex 

addition was completed. One of the favorite interim pastors came back to deliver a sermon for 

the dedication of the new addition. Donald R. Buckthal presented a sermon based on Luke 2:52: 

“And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, in favor with God and man.” Dr. Buckthal wanted 

to show that the new addition “can be used to assist us in our personal development of a well- 

rounded or even a successful life.” 

With the help of my faculty advisor, Pastor Thomas Dean, and the congregation of First 

United Church of Christ, I would like to outline ways in which we can use the building for 

growth and development in the ways Dr. Buckthal recommended as well as incorporating the 

overall themes of the Earth Literacy Program. I would like to develop a program, initiative, or 

event in each one of the four categories of wisdom, physical, spiritual, and social growth. Some 

of these programs may already be in place, but can be reorganized with a specific intention. I 

think my biggest opportunity will be in the mission committee. My focus will fall primarily in 

this area as well as with outreach. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Literature Review: 

Thomas Berry. The Great Work. 

This book seemed like an overview of the Earth Literacy program. Berry enlists humans 

to move from “human devastation of the Earth to a period when humans would be 

present to the planet in a mutually beneficial manner” (3). Berry explains some of human 

history including how corporations now supersede countries. Cultural change is 

imperative for survival of the planet. 

Donald Buckthal. Sermon-Dedication of New Addition-First UCC, Bremen, IN September 13, 

2009. 

Joan Chittister. The Liturgical Year: The Spiraling Adventure of the Spiritual Life. 

This book explained the church calendar. There are seasons and in between time. The 

spiral is between education and review, experience and reflection. Paying attention to this 

cycle and walking consciously in it bring us closer to God as we go through Jesus’s life 

and experiences. 

John Paul Lederach. The Little Book of Conflict Transformation. 

Conflict transformation makes a solution that is beneficial to all involved. This eliminates 

the feeling of winner and loser. Sometimes, this is an ongoing process that spirals across 

time. 
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Eckhart Tolle. A New Earth: Awakening to Your Life's Purposes Chapters 1-6. 

The main point is that most people go through life in an unconscious state. Awakening to 

what is happening around you and to you brings you alive. Rejecting the ideas of 

ownership and ego are key. The new earth is actually heaven on earth as a state of 

enlightenment. 

OBJECTIVES 

Create ways to use the new narthex to facilitate spiritual growth, growth in general 

knowledge, social interaction, and physical activity. 

Place new or renewed intention on existing activities. 

Facilitate spiritual growth through mission work and outreach. 

Create the feeling of the church as a sacred place. 

Broaden the view of sacred place to community and world. 

Expand concerns of the church to marginalized people of our community and around the 

world. 

Show that social justice and ecojustice are Christian stewardship values or actions. 
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METHODS AND MATERIALS 

The first thing I did was to meet with the pastor and then the consistory to explain my 

project and ask for permission and help. Then, I reviewed the committee minutes for the past few 

years. The committees are Christian Education, Fellowship, Membership Outreach, Missions, 

Pastoral Relations, Visitation, Worship, Funeral Dinner, Capital Campaign Executive 

Committee, and the Building Team. The church office has binders with all the meeting minutes. 

The binder for the consistory also has some committee reports. Some committees had more 

information than others. This got me up to speed on what people were doing in the church. These 

were the activities they felt were important. I joined the mission committee and did a 

presentation of a summary of the 8" Day Center for Justice Booklet “Toward a Spirituality of 

Justice.” This seemed to inspire the other committee members to move in new directions. I will 

now describe some of the new project ideas I or the committee formulated. 

One use of the narthex would be to host a film series. Films could range in subject from 

faith, Christianity, social justice, ecojustice, tolerance, history, etc. This film series would be free 

and open to the public. The goal would be to draw a small crowd who would enjoy a film 

together and have discussion and fellowship afterwards. Each film would have a specific issue 

and audience. Discussion before and after would create a dialog and possible action steps. This 

could be combined with a dinner or snacks. If there were enough people in attendance, we could 

set up a world café dialog. World café is where you have tables of people with a large sheet of 

paper and markers. A question is asked of the audience. People at the table formulate a response 

by brainstorming. After a certain amount of time, all but one person leave the table and go to 

another table. None of the people can sit together at another table. The one person left behind 
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explains the first group’s answer to the new group and then they start a new discussion. This 

exchange happens at least 3 times. Then, representatives from the tables report the results to the 

audience. It is a way to brainstorm with a large room full of people. 

Movie list: Food, Inc. 

Fast Food Nation 

King Corn 

Tibet: Cry of the Snow Lion 

Amazing Grace 

Knowing 

Narnia 

Equal Exchange Coffee Project 

Born into Brothels 

Also using the narthex would be the Saturday Night Unplugged program. Pastor Tom 

Dean came up with this idea and had implemented it in a previous church. The narthex would be 

used to create an intimate atmosphere for an acoustic musical performance. This event promotes 

social interaction and networking. It may bring people to the church that might not come 

otherwise. This event would unite the Christian community. It also promotes diverse methods of 

praise. Potential artists are Morris Wilkie and Regan Graverson. 

Incorporating physical activity with outreach would come through peace walks. This is 

an idea that I got from several places. Indianapolis has a weekly peace walk. Everyone is invited. 
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People join together and walk in silence. Pastor Tom is very fond of walking and takes 

advantage of the fact that the downtown, church, and library are all within walking distance from 

the parsonage. He mentioned that during his walks, he prays for people he passes and prays over 

each house. I propose that we have a weekly or monthly standing time and location for our peace 

walks. We gather together to talk for a minute or two about the purpose. Then, we commence our 

walk, spreading out slightly, and walking in silence. This could start at the church and go around 

downtown. Maybe once a month, we could go to a more natural location to connect with the 

Earth. Peace walks promote thoughtful prayer and reflection time while in a community setting. 

Peace walks also provide outreach to the community by being visible, but not obtrusive. 

Pastor Tom let me borrow a book about greening the church. I think it would be 

beneficial to use the ideas in the book to make our church green. Since he has been here, we have 

started using coffee mugs instead of disposable cups. We occasionally use real plates and 

silverware and should make that a regular occurrence. A while ago, the church underwent an 

energy audit. This should take place again so as to include the new narthex and we should start 

acting on the recommendations. We should have a recycling box for the Sunday bulletins at the 

exits. All paper products in the church including toilet paper and paper towels should have 

recycled content. The greening of the church promotes Christian Stewardship by creating a 

sacred place that respects and values all beings. 

Pastor Tom and I had another similar idea. We both had the idea of creating a community 

garden. I thought we could use an empty plot near the church, but it probably does not get 

enough sun. He came up with the idea of using property of The Whitlock, a senior apartment 
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complex with which our church is affiliated. The Whitlock is within walking distance of the 

church and the school. This is an added benefit because we could enlist volunteers from The 

Boys and Girls Club to assist in the gardening. This would provide a unique physical and 

educational activity. The food could be donated to the local food bank or we could create a CSA. 

I would also like to conduct interviews with the church members. I would ask about their 

reaction to Dr. Buckthal’s sermon and if they were inspired to any action. I would like to 

compile this data, analyze, and make changes to account for the results. 

Bremen is fortunate to have a ministerial association where pastors from the local 

churches meet once a month for breakfast and discuss community issues and events. Most 

recently, they performed a series of Lenten services visiting the community churches. Offerings 

were taken to benefit their scholarship program. I would like to go to one of the meetings and ask 

where our community has duplicate services and where we are deficient. I would also like to see 

if there would be any interest in them participating in any of my program ideas. 

RESULTS 

As I expected, I was not able to test all of my ideas. I will describe the results below 

along with some additional projects that I included as they were made available. I will discuss 

the project results in chronological order starting with my meeting with Pastor Tom on 

12/17/2009. 
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My first one-on-one meeting with Pastor Tom was 12/17/2009. This was about a month 

after he moved to Indiana to serve at our church. He was very open to my project idea and had a 

lot of similar projects that he wanted to try. One of his interests was greening the church and he 

loaned me a book from a conference on that subject. Another suggestion he had was to educate 

through the key offerings of the year. The subjects of these offerings can be integrated into our 

church activities such as the children’s message, mission meals, newsletter, fellowship events, 

etc. We also talked about his love of walking and praying. He described how he prays over 

houses during his walks. Walking gets him out in the community where the need is the greatest. 

He was very excited about my meditation walk idea. The one thing he was worried about was 

pushing new ideas too hard. He was particularly concerned about teaching cosmology. I tend to 

think of it as an easier plan to believe than the bible creation story, but our community might not 

agree. As an example, our adult bible study will be going through “The Heidelberg Catechism” 

this fall. He put me on the agenda to present my project idea to the consistory 01/18/2010. 

The consistory meets once a month to discuss church business. There are representatives from 

the different committees, trustees, elders, officers, Pastor Tom, and the secretary, Arlene. My 

presentation was at the beginning of the meeting on 01/18/2010. I presented my project idea and 

asked for permission and help. Some members were engaged in active listening, but I could tell 

others were not paying attention. I was aware of some very grim financial problems they were 

going to talk about. I was not a priority and rightly so. The people who were listening were very 

supportive and asked a lot of questions. They suggested I make a pamphlet for the church. We do 

not have one that is current. 
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My next activity was to go to the church office and read through the committee meeting 

notes in the public folders. I did this on 02/13/2010. I found that most of the information was in 

the consistory notebook. The individual committee notebooks were not current or complete. Here 

is an overview of my findings. The fellowship committee planned a Seder dinner for 03/31/2010. 

The May event was spring planting. The June event was a bicycle scavenger hunt. The worship 

committee was hosting the community Lenten service on 03/14/2010 at 7 pm. There was also a 

possible Easter Vigil service planned for the evening of 04/03/2010. The Christian education 

committee planned to have more child involvement in the worship service by having children 

ring the bell and light/extinguish candles during the worship service. They would also stay in the 

service on communion Sundays instead of going to Sunday school. The mission committee 

planned an ice cream social during the town garage sale, education with the mission meals, a 

movie screening, and planned to find ways to get involved with The Boys and Girls Club of 

Bremen. 

The other main event in February was the women’s retreat. The instructor was Anna 

Liechty and the subject was hymnals. We watched and discussed the movie, “Amazing Grace,” 

prepared skits, played music and games, prayed, laughed, and served each other communion. 

In March, we cooked corned beef and cabbage for the mission meal. It was the first time 

anyone in the committee had cooked this type of food and the first time for many of the members 

to try it. We also had a Seder dinner where we went through the traditional meal and readings. 

On March 27, 2010, I had the privilege of seeing Vandana Shiva at Goshen College. She 

delivered a lecture entitled, “Soil, Not Oil.” It covered topics like the Green Revolution, 

Janelle Unsicker 10  



genetically modified organisms, seed saving, and the role of corporations in destroying locally 

based agriculture, economy, and culture. 

April was a busy month with 3 very important events. The first event was a workshop on 

congregational vitality. Pastor Tom, my mom, and I went representing the mission committee. 

The conference was hosted by a church in Elkhart and featured Rick Morse from the Disciples of 

Christ New Church Ministry. His program for congregational vitality focused on understanding 

the demographics of the area surrounding the church. The most likely new members will be from 

the surrounding area. To feel comfortable in the church, people need to be of similar 

socioeconomic status. Sensitivity to cultural worship styles and generational values were also 

important in congregational vitality. Rick Morse drove the point home by saying if 1968 ever 

comes around again, we would be ready. My mom and I were able to present a summary of our 

notes from the conference to the consistory. 

The second big event in April was one of my original ideas — the meditation walk. I 

proposed this idea to the mission committee and it was set for the week of Earth Day. The 

Sunday before the event, I made a special announcement in church explaining my project and the 

meditation walk itself. I had a power point slide in the overhead announcements as well. 

Thursday, April 22 at 7 p.m., a group met at the church. I opened with a prayer and a reading 

from Water, Wind, Earth, & Fire: The Christian Practice of Praying with the Elements by 

Christine Valters Painter. I instructed the people to walk in silent meditation in spaced intervals, 

staying open to experience God in nature. When we arrived at The Whitlock, we discussed our 

journey and thoughts. Then, we planted crocus, lilies, and impatiens near the entrance. 
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The last event in April was a mission meal after church on Sunday, April 25. Pam and 

Steve Hill are missionary friends of Pastor Tom. They came to First UCC to talk about their 

experiences in Le Sotho, Africa with Africa Inland Mission. We provided a brunch while they 

went into more detail with a slide show presentation and discussion. 

May 19, 2010 was another mission meal. We cooked Italian beef. This was a meal to 

welcome back the “snowbirds.” It was attended well by the older population, but the menu 

brought in the younger families as well. 

In June, I had two events at The Whitlock. The first was a summer substitute for a 

mission meal. We had a breakfast at The Whitlock on June 16, 2010. This was open to anyone, 

but only mission committee members and residents attended. The next event was planned during 

the breakfast. We were talking to Karen Wills, the executive director of The Whitlock, about 

other needs. She said they really needed to have the vegetable garden weeded. Another 

committee member confirmed a date of June 23, 2010 at 7 p.m. and I made a PowerPoint slide 

and announcement in church. We had a small showing that evening, but got the job done. 

Every year in July, Bremen has a community garage sale. The mission committee 

decided to host an ice cream social the first day of the sale, Thursday July 15,2010, from 12-2 

p-m. I made a flyer that I passed out after church asking members to go around to their neighbors 

and invite them for ice cream. The day of the event was very hot and we had a steady stream of 

people the whole time. We were mentioned in a local newspaper and advertised by the Chamber 
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of Commerce. Approximately one-third of the attendees were members of the church. Most were 

people walking or driving around to the garage sales. 

DISCUSSION 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS: 

Over the last year, the members of the mission committee actively pursued opportunities 

to learn ways to vitalize our mission work by attending workshops and talking strategy. One 

recurring theme is getting outside. We brought this to our March mission meal by getting out of 

our comfort zone by cooking corned beef and cabbage. In April, we had the meditation walk 

where we got out to see God in nature. Next, we hosted an ice cream social during the 

community garage sale. This was an opportunity to get outside of our church and provide an 

extravagant welcome to our neighbors. Another way we are getting outside is to reach outside 

the borders of our state and even our country by supporting Pam and Steve Hill from Africa 

Inland Mission. They moved to Maine for the next 6 months before a planned return to Africa. 

The members of the mission committee have been praying about this and would like to 

restructure our budget in order to support this mission project. I am in charge of keeping the 

congregation updated on their progress for the next Africa trip. 

I think I made a good start with my projects. In this time of transition, the people of the 

congregation have been willing to support the projects that are built in to things they already do 

or projects that make their lives easier. That is why the mission meals have been the most 

Janelle Unsicker 13  



successful project. A small donation for a healthy dinner with some friends is a welcome break 

in the middle of a busy week. 

With the other projects, I will have to employ tools like conflict transformation or some 

of the 8" Day methods to develop ways to get people to show up and participate. People are 

busy, overworked, over stressed. It is hard to find the energy for one more project or event. 

Mission meals provide nourishment for body and soul. In the age of multitasking, I need to find 

ways for the projects to satisfy multiple needs OR teach people how to focus on one thing at a 

time and be at peace. 

The mission meals are a good project for our own congregation, but I am looking to 

expand outward. The breakfast at The Whitlock expanded our focus to the people we support 

with our money and time. Actually putting faces to that cause was very special. The ice cream 

social got us into new people’s heads without even leaving our church property. There was no 

hidden agenda. What could be less threatening than ice cream? People were skeptical at first. 

Some talked about their faith. Mostly, people just enjoyed the free ice cream and smiled. 

The meditation walk was something that was good for the participants because it carved 

out time to be quiet and reconnect with sacred nature. There was also a sense of accomplishment 

at the end as residents thought about enjoying the flowers next year. In that way, it was good for 

The Whitlock. We were able to support them in a non-monetary way that will be appreciated just 

as much because of improvement in quality of life. The same held true for our weeding session at 

The Whitlock. The work was relatively easy. We accomplished a lot in a short period of time. 
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The kitchen staff usually does that work, so we allowed them to spend their time on more 

pressing jobs. We also enjoyed being outside in a quiet area on the edge of town. Even though no 

one acknowledged our presence, it felt like an intimate moment shared with the residents. We 

helped grow fresh, local, healthy food for the nourishment of their bodies. That is almost 

considered a luxury today. Our time and effort were well worth the outcome. 

The big event on the horizon will be Saturday Night Unplugged. The mission committee 

is talking about doing this event sometime this fall. I suggested it be a fair trade night where we 

talk about our coffee project. Pam Hill, the missionary, introduced me to Sseko Sandals which 

are made by Ugandan women with the profits going to pay for their education. I would also like 

to have an information booth about these products at the event. I think it would be an interesting 

way to promote sustainability and human rights by one of America’s favorite pastimes — 

shopping. My goal is to show people that they are actually voting with their dollars. Their 

choices do matter. 

Aside from actual projects and events, I found the opportunity to discuss and educate just 

in talking or fellowship time. One subject that came up a lot was community supported 

agriculture. My mom and I plus Pastor Tom and one other member of the mission committee 

split up a share for this summer. My mom and I were just going to get a share for ourselves, but 

the others also wanted to try but were afraid they wouldn’t use a whole share. What happened? It 

has worked out well and comes up in conversation often. We usually take the food back to the 

church to divide it among ourselves. It is almost like it gets infused by the spirit. We talk about it 

at church events in passing, like deciding who will pick it up this week, what we liked or didn’t 
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like, and how we cooked our share, I believe we have some people considering buying shares 

next summer. 

It was also through talking at a church event that we made a connection with The Boys 

and Girls Club. We talked a little about volunteering at a mission meeting, but then realized we 

have one of the board of directors as a member. She was more than willing to come talk at our 

next meeting. 

Greening of the church came up a lot during fellowship time after church. One of the 

members bought very nice coffee mugs for the new narthex. In talking about the colorful and 

diverse mugs, we were able to expand the view of sacred place by talking about other church 

procedures and products that would be more sustainable. 

One very important discussion we had in the mission committee was about our equal 

exchange coffee. We try to cover what the church uses in the cost of what the church members 

buy. Because of the seasonal dip in purchases, we had to raise the cost to the members. This 

solution was offered after first suggesting stopping the project. We had a “morals versus cost” 

discussion and decided that we could pay a little more per bag to keep the project going. This 

discussion inspired the committee members to consider the social justice issues involved in 

consumer choices. The coffee project and subsequent discussions definitely expands people’s 

world views. 
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Conflict transformation played a role in the coffee discussion. We all wanted things to 

work out, but have some members that have concerns held over from what worked (or not) in the 

past. I used conflict transformation in this situation to come up with a solution that worked for 

everyone and satisfied our original goals of supporting equal exchange and having good coffee 

for the church. 

The basic idea of conflict transformation was one of the main points in the congregational 

vitality workshop I attended in Elkhart. We learned ways to resolve the wants and needs of the 

current congregation with the wants and needs of the community. Sometimes, this means letting 

programs disintegrate and starting something new. This can be hard to accept. I think our church 

will have to make a lot of decisions along these lines in the next few years. 

DISCUSSION: Integration of ELM themes: 

World View/Cosmology 

Liturgical year 

e Deepens Christian understanding. 

Changes world view. 

Mimics the life of Jesus for greater understanding of God’s love, greatness, and 

awesomencss. 

Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) 

e Giving part of our offering to the larger church expands world view. 

e Planning ahead for disasters like earthquakes. 
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Mission 

e Respect the world views of others as explained in the 8" day book. 

Cosmology 

eo We are one, so how can we reject each other or oppose each other? 

e Oneness of consciousness. 

Systems and Systemic Processes 

Renewing intension in actions such as 

Worship 

Liturgical year 

The use of hymns versus praise songs 

Fellowship 

e Mission meals 

Mission work 

e 80/20 division for working on systemic change versus charity care 

e Taking chances 

e Enduring suffering to become closer to Jesus 

Conflict transformation 

e Changing systemic activities 

o New pastor 

o New building 

o New focus 
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o Being more like the national church by extending an extravagant welcome to the 

community and having a strong social justice and ecojustice focus 

Justice and Sustainability 

e Greening of the church 

e (Glenn Beck vs. Jim Wallis 

e 8" Day booklet 

eo UCC newsletters on justice and sustainability issues 

Sensitivity to Place 

e Realizing cultural limitations 

o White (German) conservatives 

Not open to sharing faith 

o Everyone knows everything 

o Secret donations to bail out 

e Making church a sacred place 

o Greening of the church 

o Reverent services 

o Worship and praise 

o Social interaction 

o Wisdom 

The conference on congregational vitality was a lesson in sustainable systems. There was 

a graph that showed the progression of a church. The graph was shaped like a bell curve. It 

started out with people with passionate ideas. Moving up the curve, programs were added which 

required more administration. This brings us to the top of the curve. There is a special balancing 
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point between passionate ideas and too much administration. This is due to personality 

differences. The outrageous, passionate, idea generators are needed to get the momentum of the 

church going. Once there is reasonable attendance, they become overwhelmed and need the 

organized administrators. These two groups need to work together for a church to be successful. 

Otherwise, resentment and animosity build between the two groups, attendance goes down, and 

the administrators are left deciding what to do about the dwindling church. Our church has 

definitely gone through this cycle driving away the passionate creative people. I am determined 

to recognize when this is happening and make it known so we can turn it around before it is too 

late. Then again, maybe our church needs to die in order for something more relevant to arise. 

While this is playing out, I formulated a mission event calendar for my project outcome. 

We discussed this in our February mission committee meeting outlining what was done in the 

past. We noted where we were heavy or light on events. I included a mission meal each month 

because this has been a very popular and well-attended event. I included the special offerings 

during the year. This calendar can serve as a template for mission activities balancing charity and 

systemic change, fellowship and community service, inward and outward growth of the body of 

Christ. 
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APPENDICES 

. Flyer publicizing Meditation Walk 

. Flyer publicizing The Whitlock weeding session 

. Flyer publicizing the Ice Cream Social 

. Mission Year template to use for future planning 

. Mission Year 2010. Committee Projects Planned for 2010 

. Power point used during residency for peer review 
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ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

JULY 15, 2010 FROM 12-2 PM 

FREE ICE CREAM DURING THE COMMUNITY 
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Mission Year ?? 
  

January 

B Heifer Project Offering 

B Mission Meal: ?? 

February 
1 Souperbowl of Sharing 

I Mission Meal: Shrove Tuesday Pancake dinner with races ?? 

B CUE Seminary Sunday Offering ?? 

March 

Give it up for Lent (One Great Hour of Sharing): the actual offering is taken the 4" Sunday of 

Lent, but dedication was made in March with special boxes for kids to do daily/weekly offerings. 

BB Mission Meal: St. Patrick’s Day meal: corned beef and cabbage 3/17/?? 

8 Our Church’s Wider Mission Offering: ?? 

April 

8 Earth Day Meditation walk ?? 

B Mission Meal: ?? 

8 College student cards 

May 

8 Women’s Care Center Collection 

Strengthening the Church Offering — Pentecost 

Mission Meal: ?? 

Mission Meal: ?? 

Meditation walk — ?? 

Our Church’s Wider Mission offering ?? 

Ice cream social during community garage sale ?? 

Start beach towel collection for Crossroads  



August 

The Whitlock Festival ?? Bingo 

Deliver beach towels to Crossroads 

Pack a back pack 

Our Church’s Wider Mission offering: ?? 

Mission Meal: ?? 

September 
n 

n 

Mission Meal: ?7? 

Meditation Walk — ?? 

October 

College student cards 

Salvation Army Giving Tree 

Neighbors in Need Offering: ?? 

Saturday Night Unplugged — ?? 

Mission Meal: ?? 

November 

uo 

o 

u 

Fall Chore Day 

Our Church’s Wider Mission offering: ?? 

Mission Meal: ?? 

December 

o 

I 

a 

i 

o 

H 

o 

Mitten Tree 

Crossroads Gifts 

Local family 

Toys for Tots 

Project Help 

Christmas Fund offering: Christmas Eve services 

Mission Meal: ?? 

 



Mission Year 2010 
  

January 

8 Heifer Project Offering 

Ig Mission Meal: Spaghetti and salad 1/20/2010 

February 

B Souperbowl of Sharing 

Il Mission Meal: Shrove Tuesday Pancake dinner with races 2/16/2010 

Bt CUE Seminary Sunday Offering 2/28/2010 

March 

B Give it up for Lent (One Great Hour of Sharing): the actual offering is taken the 4™ Sunday of 

Lent, but dedication was made in March with special boxes for kids to do daily/weekly offerings. 

1 Mission Meal: St. Patrick’s Day meal: corned beef and cabbage 3/17/2010 

BB Our Church’s Wider Mission Offering: 3/28/2010 

April 
HB Earth Day Meditation walk 4/22/2010 

BB Mission Meal: Brunch after church for Pam and Steve Hill 4/25/2010 

B College student cards 

May 

II Women’s Care Center Collection 

Strengthening the Church Offering — Pentecost 

Mission Meal: Italian Beef 5/19/2010 

Mission Meal: Breakfast at The Whitlock 06/16/2010 

Meditation walk — weeding at The Whitlock 6/23/2010 

Our Church’s Wider Mission offering 6/27/2010 

Ice cream social during community garage sale 07/15/2010 

Start beach towel collection for Crossroads  



August 

B The Whitlock Festival 08/01/2010 Bingo 

Deliver beach towels to Crossroads 

Pack a back pack 

Our Church’s Wider Mission offering: 08/29/2010 

Mission Meal: Hillbilly Hotdogs 8/25/2010 

September 
1B Mission Meal: September 29, 2010. Walking Taco’s 

I Meditation Walk — 

October 

B College student cards 

Hemminger House 

Neighbors in Need Offering: 10/03/2010 

Saturday Night Unplugged — fair trade 

Mission Meal: to benefit Hemminger House 

November 

B Fall Chore Day 

I Our Church’s Wider Mission offering: 11/28/2010 

B Mission Meal: 

December 

1 Mitten Tree 

Crossroads Gifts 

Local family 

Toys for Tots 

Project Help 

Christmas Fund offering: Christmas Eve services 

Mission Meal: 
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Facilitating growth of the Body of 

Christ through mission and 
outreach. 

Janelle Unsicker 

EL 545     
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UCC 101 
Characteristics of the United Church of Christ 

» Christian. By our very name, the United Church of Christ, we declare ourselves to be 
part of the Body of Christ—the Christian church. We continue the witness of the early 
disciples to the reality and power of the crucified and risen Christ, Jesus of Nazareth. 
Reformed. All four denominations arose from the tradition of the Protestant 
Reformers: We confess the authority of one God. We affirm the primacy of the 
Scriptures, the doctrine of justification by faith, the priesthood of all believers, and the 
principle of Christian freedom. We celebrate two sacraments: baptism and the Lord's 
Supper (also called Holy Communion or the Eucharist). 
Congregational The basic unit of the United Church of Christ is the congregation. 
Members of each congregation covenant with one another and with God as revealed 
in Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit. These congregations, in turn, exist 
in covenantal relationships with one another to form larger structures for more 
effective work. Our covenanting emphasizes trustful relationships rather than legal 
agreements. 

Evangelical. The primary task of the church is the proclamation of the Gospel or (in 
Greek) evangel. The Gospel literally means the "Good News" of God's love revealed 
with power in Jesus Christ. We proclaim this Gospel by word and deed to individual 
persons and to society. This proclamation is the heart of the leiturgia—in Greek, the 
‘work of the people" in daily and Sunday worship. We gather for the worship of God, 
and through each week, we engage in the service of humankind.     
  

  

What we believe 

To proclaim in word and action the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

« To work for reconciliation and the unity 

of the broken Body of Christ. 

* To seek justice and liberation for all. 
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UCC 101 Video 

 http://i.ucc.orqg/StretchYourMind/UCC10 

1/GodlisStillSpeaking/tabid/115/Default. 

aspX 

      

  

Inspiration 

Luke: Chapter 2:52 

And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, 

in favor with God and man. 
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Growth of the Body 

Wisdom 

Physical 

Spiritual 

Social 

    
  

  

Objectives 

Create ways to use the new narthex to facilitate 

spiritual growth, growth in general knowledge, 

social interaction, and physical activity. 

Place new or renewed intention on existing 

activities. 

Facilitating spiritual growth through mission work 

and outreach. 

Create the feeling of the church as a sacred 

place.       
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Objectives 

« Broaden the view of sacred place to 

community and world. 

Expand concerns of the church to 

marginalized people of our community and 

around the world. 

Show that social justice and eco justice 

are Christian stewardship values or 

actions.       

  

readings 

Thomas Berry. The Great Work. 

Donald Buckthal. Sermon-Dedication of 

New Addition-First UCC, Bremen, IN 

September 13, 20009. 

Joan Chittister. Heart of Flesh: A Feminist 

Spirituality for Women and Men. 
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readings 

Joan Chittister. The Liturgical Year: The 

Spiraling Adventure of the Spiritual Life. 

John Paul Lederach. The Little Book of Conflict 

Transformation. 

Ed McGaa, Eagle Man. Nature’s Way: Native 

Wisdom for Living in Balance with the Earth. 

Eckart Tolle. A New Earth: Awakening to Your 

Life’s Purpose.       

  

projects 

* Film series 

— Food, Inc. 

— Fast Food Nation 

— King Corn 

— Tibet: Cry of the Snow Lion 

— Amazing Grace 

— Knowing 

— Narnia 

— Equal Exchange Coffee Project 

— Born into Brothels       
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Mission meals 

* Monthly dinner provided by the church. 

* A few minute presentation on a mission 
topic. JE, 

* Food and fun! 

      

  

Janelle Unsicker EL 545 W10  



10/8/2010 

  

Peace walks 

« Around town 

* In a park 

Present, but not obtrusive 

      

  

Greening of the church 

Use real plates and silverware 

Coffee mugs 

Energy audit 

Recycle 

Promotes Christian Stewardship. A sacred 

place needs to respect and value all 

beings.     
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Whitlock Community Garden 

Whitlock provides land 

Volunteers 

Boys and Girls Club activity 

Donate to food bank 

CSA 

    
  

  

Ask questions 

* Member interviews 

* Bremen Ministerial Association 
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Using metaphor as a change agent 

“No matter where 

you are, or 

where you are 

on life’s journey, 

you're welcome 
here.” 

      
  

Older ads 

Ejector versus Steeples 

http://i.ucc.org/StretchYourMind/UCC101/GodIsStillSpeaking/tabid/115 

/Default.aspx 
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At a time when religion is too often portrayed 

as narrow-minded and exclusive, many are 

raising their voices for an alternative vision: 

- where God is all-loving and inclusive 

+ where a church welcomes and accepts everyone 

as they are 

- where your mind is nourished as much as your 

soul 

- where Jesus the healer meets Jesus the 

revolutionary 

- where together we grow a just and peaceful 

world.       
  

Glenn Beck vs. Jim Wallis 

Social Justice Churches??? 
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Very timely message! 

    

  

  

All the people! 

    

Janelle Unsicker EL 545 W10 

10/8/2010 

 


