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Course Title: MAPT Thesis Project 

I. Definition of a Pastoral Concern. 

(Abortion) is the number one reason for the decline of civilization itself 

much less the decline of a single nation. It is a looming major factor in the 
final coming judgments of all mankind. It is a prime factor and pre-cursor to 

Armageddon. That 1s theology with a promise. “Thus saith the Lord; 
Execute ye judgment and righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of the 
hand of the oppressor: and do no wrong, do no violence to the stranger, the 
fatherless, nor the widow, neither shed innocent blood in this place. But if 

ye will not hear these words, I swear by myself, saith the Lord, that this 
house shall become a desolation” (Jeremiah 22: 3, 5). 

“Political lethargy in the Church—Will American Christians awake before 
November 2008” by Michael Bresciani, July 9, 2008 

In this section, identify the concern to be addressed including: 
1. Why you chose that area of your ministry. 

Roughly one quarter of all American pregnancies end with an aborted 

life (USCCB Publication no. 5-714). How can I, in a positive manner, deal 

with this evil and offense to God in my ministry? I propose to assemble a 

general pro-life presentation to be offered to 7" and 8" grade students in the  



2009-2010 academic year or later. Generally, this age group is where the 

first stirrings of curiosity about creating life could be matched with the 

physical ability to begin reproductive activity. This segment of children at 

this age are exposed to endless and pervasive images (i.e., through the 

internet, motion pictures, and consumer product advertising) of the 

sensationalizing of sex without being aware of the moral, theological, 

societal, or even the medical aspects of that activity. Hands-on learning 

begins to flourish at this stage; therefore, realistic physical and scale models 

seem to interest this age group and may influence Citron counteract) the 

multiple electronic images they experience. I therefore chose this and a 

similar rationale to begin to construct this educational mission to bring the 

truth about abortion and other pro-life issues to junior high students before 

the lies and the twisted logic of the secular world influence them. 

2. Causal factors 

Causal or minor factors that may influence the impact of my 

educational effort are the diversity of attitudes concerning morals and the 

Politic knowledge each student has concerning these issues. In a Catholic 

school, I would assume a high rate of agreement with the Catholic Church in 

specific pro-life moral teachings. In “Christian” schools, I also would 

assume a healthy respect for most of the current, moral pro-life issues. In  



public and private secular schools, research and study would be required to 

begin formulating a presentation that would encompass the wider diversity 

of moral thought and religious experience in those locations. Even though 

the pro-life facts (facts of life) remain the same in each type of school, the 

specific approaches would or could vary greatly. It will be difficult to even 

get a hearing on a possible lecture/demonstration in most of the public and 

non-Christian private schools, but with my position as an official, 

functioning member of a community pro-life organization, the chances of a 

successful acceptance of the proposed program presentation may be 

somewhat enhanced. 

The general pro-life message to convey will be slightly different for 

females than males, but the theological basis for the pro-life movement is 

always that the shedding of innocent blood is never tolerated. “The Lord 

hates...(among other things) hands that shed innocent blood” (Proverbs 6:16- 

19). For males, the primary “message” is personal, responsible sexuality 

within marriage and never to suggest or urge any woman to abort a child. 

Approximately 82% of the time, relationship, financial, and maturity issues 

are the reasons women sought and procured an abortion. Less than 10% of 

the time, rape/incest and actual physical health problems account for the 

reasons that women cited (Alan Guttmacher Institute, “U. S. Women Who  



Obtain Abortions: Who and Why? Family Planning Perspective, Vol. 4, 

July/August 1998). So on the basis of these two statistical compilations, it 

can realistically be inferred that men would bear, in many cases, a 

substantial measure of responsibility in the decision women finally make in 

aborting their child. My presentation will directly stress to the male students 

that women are, in many cases, influenced significantly by men (husband, 

boyfriend, brother, father, relative, or friend) in their decision whether to end 

a human life by abortion. The presentation will alert male students to their 

mandatory Christin duty to help and aid any women in seeking abortion 

alternative solutions. 

To help these young students understand their duties and to lend 

creditability, the actual presentation will be given by a woman (or a group of 

women). Hopefully, a mother can be recruited so that questions concerning 

fetal development, birth, and the infant-child can be answered by a person 

with real “life” experience. The principle impetus in the presentation is, of 

course, to inform young women of their maternal responsibilities. The focus 

of the spiritual message to young female students will be that life is a God- 

given gift and not a terrible burden or obstacle to their future happiness. 

Then, on the practical side, women must be made to understand that the 

short-term pain, uncertainty, and discomfort of pregnancy is far outweighed  



by the permanent and long-lasting love, joy and security that a child and 

family can provide. 

At all times, this presentation will use language, written materials and 

physical models that are appropriate for the targeted age group in elementary 

grades 7 and 8. The models I propose to use in my presentation are just 

anatomical correct representation of the first six months of a developing 

child in the uterus and have been used for at least 15 years in a public 

display at our St. Joseph County 4-H fair. The abortion act will be described 

as “the destruction of the human organism or child”. When or if questioned 

about the actual procedure, an age appropriate answer will be given that 

acknowledges only the “termination of the pregnancy.” I will direct the 

presenters to use words that will not offend or frighten children at this tender 

age. In truth, the terrible and bloody tragedy of abortion needs to be 

conveyed but not at this point in the developing minds of 7" and 8" graders. 

It is a well known fact Father Pavone (Priests for Life) advocates the use of 

graphic displays of abortion surgery but only where adults have consistently 

ignored the real and horrible truth of abortion. 

Other steps will be taken to allow the school administrator to review 

the presentation for age appropriate content before it is given. Some schools 

that I have made inquires about this presentation have formal review  



procedures if any medical or health issues are discussed in class. I will, at 

first contact with these schools, try to ascertain all requirements and satisfy 

them before any date is set to deliver the program to their students. Other 

schools without formal requirements will be given assurances that age will 

be considered in the words, written materials, and models contained in this 

presentation. At any school, if desired, I will suggest that the presentation be 

given in a brief format to teachers, parents, and administrators before 

students are involved. Any comments from school officials will be 

integrated into the pro-life program and discussion. I also will review every 

page of the large binder of published data that I accumulated to discover 

anything that may confuse or alarm students of this age. Much of this data is 

directly obtained from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and 

will not be any type of problem concerning age sensitive content. 

I researched the most effective method of reaching women of 

childbearing age in the publication, “Abortion: A Failure to Communicate” 

(Caring Foundation, pgs. 1-4). There, Paul Swope explains research results 

of a 1998 study of the psychology of pro-choice women and why they abort 

their children. We, as pro-life advocates, do not fully understand their 

psychological motives for killing their children. Swope tells us that pro-life 

people do not comprehend the deep-seated concerns in the minds of these  



women that “force” them to decide against the life of their child. These 

recent research findings were used to create television advertising targeting 

women at risk for abortion. Dramatic decreases in abortion rates were seen 

when the focus was directed to the woman as the victim and when the 

women’s psychological profile was taken into consideration. Basically, the 

study demonstrates that there are three outcomes when a woman faces an 

unplanned pregnancy-abortion, adoption or keeping the child. Oddly, 

adoption is seen as the most terrifying outcome for many women because 

they are perceived as being weak and/or dispassionate mothers, and also the 

child may return later and thoroughly disrupt a women’s established life. 

The study showed that keeping the child would destroy a woman’s self- 

image and possibly wreck her career, and also endanger current relationships 

and health. Panicked by the adoption alternative, and not ready for 

motherhood, the only “acceptable” solution in these women’s minds, in this 

desperate situation, appeared to them (in the study and in the “real” world) 

to be abortion. 

With this knowledge from Swope’s research, to be successful in my 

presentation I must counteract these false ideas and introduce a new, 

theological way of decision-making about bringing about new life. This 

new perspective is crucial and must be conveyed to the students who listen  



to the presentation. The theological goal for which I must strive is to save 

souls from the sin of abortion. By seeking that goal, lives may be spared 

from death by abortion. In truth, the real long-term harm to a woman is the 

abortion alternative without a shadow of a doubt. Using truth, love and 

compassion in finding concrete non-abortion solutions to the woman’s 

problems has become (in current pro-life activity) the most successful 

strategy in stopping abortions. The Church-sponsored “Gabriel Project” 

within Catholic parishes deals directly with this problem, and I will highlight 

those types of solutions in my overall pro-life advocacy mission. 

3. Any terms or concepts specific to this project. 

The four basic attacks against life are surgical abortion, chemical 

abortion, euthanasia, and embryonic cell destruction (Hope and Trust in Life, 
  

2008 pamphlet, U. S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, Secretariat of Pro- 

Life Activities, pg. 2). These four basic terms describe the major offenses 

against life in our society, and these offenses may become larger assaults on 

life in the future if they are not opposed forcibly. Firstly, surgical abortion is 

a medical procedure(s) that invades the womb (the poetic name) or uterus, 

and by some violent means, extracts the fetus or parts of the fetus out of the  



body of the woman for later disposal. It is ironic that God, in God’s infinite 

wisdom, had created the exquisite place of protection for the developing 

child. In a medium of mostly water, and with an umbilical cord for 

nutriments, this place inside of a woman normally functions as a near perfect 

protection against natural non-violent intrusion. Yet our sophisticated, 

technologically violent machines and processes circumvent God’s natural 

protection. A soldier in battle with many protective devices (helmet, body 

armor) can sometimes be violently injured or killed. A child aborted in the 

womb 1s 100% of the time destroyed and killed with no chance of survival 

or avoidance of death. Both are tragedies. 

Chemical abortions are caused by the administration of a series of 

drugs, swallowed or injected, that kills the child and then allows the 

women’s body to violently expel the remains of the aborted child. These 

chemicals or abortifacients are fast acting, powerful and have caused a great 

deal of fatal and near fatal post-abortion complications. 

The third concept is that of euthanasia or assisted suicide. The term 

euthanasia “consists in directly putting an end to the lives of handicapped, 

sick, or dying persons. It is morally unacceptable and is gravely contrary to 

the dignity of the human person and to the respect due to the living God, the 

Creator” (CCC#2277). Mostly administered at the end of a life or at a  



period of time of unbearable suffering and pain, euthanasia must not be used 

to unnaturally terminate a life. Direct killing of a patient, whatever the 

motive or means, is not sanctioned by the Church. There is a fine line here 

between unacceptable euthanasia and the acceptable decision to not use 

unusual, artificial, and extraordinary means to prolong life without hope of 

benefit. The latitude here is somewhat narrow but, nonetheless, the Church 

has established a solid basis for judging the correct course of action for most 

people in these or similar situations. 

Lastly, to retrieve embryonic stem cells that some scientists believe 

can be changed to produce any type of body cell, a growing, developing 

child must be killed. Manipulation of embryonic stem cells is also a pro-life 

issue because, in some research efforts, DNA and various genetic material 

from other animal species may be combined with human material to form an 

animal-human hybrid organism. Recently, in England, reports surfaced that 

this horrific type of research was being undertaken (LifeSite News.com, 

April 18, 2008). The Catholic Catechism for Adults states, “To destroy an 

embryo is take a human life, an act contrary to God’s law and Church 

teachings” (USCCA, p. 392). 

Description of the Cultural Context of the Pastoral Concern.  



Describe the culture of the group with whom you will be working: Its history, 
its sociological and economic structure, its psychological environment and 

ecclesiology. 

The age group I have chosen is in many ways in a transitional mode. 

The days of childhood are coming to a close, but not ie yet. The Catholic 

Church believes that this time of life is a beginning of a new life stage by 

sacramentally and liturgically administering the Sacrament of Confirmation 

at this time in their lives. This is the time when individual junior high 

school students may begin to reflect about (and later act on) what he/she has 

learned and experienced so far as a Catholic. In school class systems that go 

from first through eighth grades, these individuals should be leaders of the 

school and demonstrate exemplary modes of conduct to the younger students. 

With some initial contact with students in this age span (approximately 

12-15 years of age), I am beginning to see a culture wrapped around 

technological and electronic innovation. Everyone I questioned so far was 

heavily involved with multi-functional cell phones, IPods, and various 

internet informational sites. I have also learned that most of these 

individuals know what a library is, but they do not use one a great deal 

except for renting videos and DVDs. Their school research is primarily 

completed on the internet at home or on the internet at the library. With this 

undeniable set of factors, I see that to really reach this group, one must  



utilize the new communication and informational sources and techniques. 

Therefore, books will still be listed as sources of pro-life information, but I 

will try to use internet or web sites to enhance their search for necessary 

information. 

In addition to technology, one area I discovered that was troubling to 

me was the general area of spirituality. Some young individuals tended to 

equate new age spirituality as a genuine religious experience. The idea that 

all religions are the same, and no one has all the truth, is indeed 

disconcerting to me. I have seen this type of philosophy beginning at this 

age level. So to meet that challenge, I will try to utilize the universal and 

age-old truths of the Catholic/Christian tradition to support our pro-life 

messages and oppose the culture of death of surgical abortion, chemical 

abortion, euthanasia, and destruction of embryos in stem cell research. 

Many influential (but misguided) people in our contemporary society 

focus on a compulsion to control political correctness in the public sector. 

At sporting events or public school ceremonies, a few individuals may 

object to even small displays of Judeo-Christian prayer and public piety. 

These individuals assert that the use of Judeo-Christian prayer and symbols 

makes non-believers and “‘other” halicvers feel uncomfortable or isolated. | 

By this ideal we are supposed to be without any specific religious bias and  



allow only our internalized thoughts to directly affect our moral decision- 

making. This attitude has caused a general perception by young people that 

there is no actual right or wrong behavior. Many young people perceive that 

behavior is only “relative” to each person’s internalized feelings and 

emotions and not to any religious moral system. If and when a young person 

attains this acceptance attitude, everything one does is a personal choice, not 

a damaging or evil set of behaviors. This is the point where many junior high 

youths drift into behaviors that are destructive and contrary to God’s will 

and directives of their church, synagogue, or mosque. I have personally 

observed this change overwhelmingly in high school, and therefore I see a 

need for education of persons about the theological rationale for this 

behavior before it is too late. Abortion is the “deadliest behavior” associated 

with this logic and has been therefore targeted specifically in this 

presentation. 

“Religious faith puts the intellect in contact with the highest 

Truth...and it leads a person to put his/her intellect no longer in the of service 

of their own ego and desires but to the service of Truth itself” 

(LifeSiteNews.Com commentary by John Jalsevae, 7/16/2008, pg. 6). The 

theological and human truth of the pro-life movement must be stressed. This 

undeniable certainty of the worth of each and every human life must be  



articulated with a spirit of wholehearted love for mother and child. My 

presentation must convey the notion that we must love them both no matter 

how the pregnancy ends. In keeping with this idea, I have titled my actual 

delivered presentation to students as, “Truth and Love: The Message of the 

Pro-Life Movement.” 

Creating this presentation is a difficult task, and one must be careful 

not to be seen as emphasizing strict doctrine without providing current 

explicit information that clarifies the truths that are inherent in Catholic 

Tradition. Most of the Catholic school students do not appear to have a 

problem with linking religious training, God, and their own morality, but 

many young people who do not attend Church seem to need guidance to 

direct the proper moral behavior. 

Valid ideas concerning life issues at this stage of development are not 

fully formed, but generally are headed in the right direction. The problem is 

whether this age group will “buy into” these concepts for the rest of their 

lives. This 1s an important question, and I see that I must keep this reality in 

mind with the tone and structure of the Right to Life (RTL) educational 

sessions. The pro-life ideas and culture of life teachings that I desire to 

convey must be currently legitimate and also provide certainty for the 

subsequent and future developmental stages through which these students  



will eventually proceed (for example, high school, college and young adult 

stages). It is also desired that the rate of understanding of these serious, vital 

pro-life issues will be developed over sufficient time to allow for their 

advancing maturity and not upsetting, in any way, to their present age level. 

I want to inform truthfully and will not scare or alarm these grade school 

children with graphic and horrific images. I am fortunate that sources I use 

(Scripture, Church doctrine and tradition, Papal Documents, and sources 

from the Bishop’s Conferences) are full of insight and truth, and these 

sources express the wisdom of authentic Catholic/Christian theological 

thought. 

Until this current economic meltdown, this particular age group has 

been raised in an environment of unequaled prosperity. The white middle 

class has had so many opportunities and financial resources for so long that 

when it experiences economic problems, it may be difficult for many to cope 

as business cycles turn down and foster income losses and life-style changes. 

The lower economic class, comprising a large segment of population, may 

never experience the good life as most of the wealthier class does. 

Disadvantaged as they are, it will be difficult to lecture them on how good 

life is for newly born child when they only see daily suffering, deprivation, 

and frequent abuse in their lives. They may already be expressing bitterness  



and have a callous view of life that fosters abortion and a general disrespect 

for life. It is very important to reach this class of students and to always 

keep in mind the ethnicity, history, and social class of participants in our 

pro-life programs as we organize and produce the final presentations. I 

would like to focus in the first stage on the Catholic school junior high 

students in the South Bend area of this diocese. 

Describe the Significance of this Project: 
Indicate why this project is important to the inniTy: the theological 
implications for the ministry including: 
1. Your primary goal and any secondary goals (If there are any 

secondary goals) 

It would be very significant to make young people fully aware of the 

fact that “from the moment of conception, the life of every human being is to 

be respected in an absolute way and the spiritual soul of each (person) 1s 

immediately created by God: his whole being bears the image of the creator” 

(Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Donum Vitae, Introduction, pg. 

5). My primary goal is to inform these junior high aged children that God 

has made certain concepts absolute. In this age of easy availability of 

unlimited information, this group is flooded with images that seem to revise 

or compromise the idea that there are no unchangeable concepts (everything 

is relative to any new, overriding personal circumstance like pregnancy) 

such as the absolute sacredness of human life. God speaks through scripture 

18  



that “before I formed you in the womb I knew you” (Jer. 1: 4-8). The 

scripture reference gives us no theological latitude to disregard the ultimate 

sanctity of life. Further, the Decalogue (Ex. 20: 13) plainly tells us, “Thou 

shall not kill.” The Catholic Church labels procured abortion as an “intrinsic 

evil” with no good outcomes associated with the procedure. 

The primary goal is to expose young people to know and invite them to 

follow the biblical truths and the truths of the Catholic Church. Listing these 

truths against the myths and lies of the culture of death in our society could 

be a secondary way to encourage the right attitudes in the young people in 

7" and 8" grades. If my presentation were to be given in public schools, 

Right to Life may be required to allow Planned Parenthood to present their 

“counter points” of view to our presentation. That would not be a problem 

for Right to Life because Right to Life welcomes the comparison. In 

previous pro-life presentations in the early years after Roe v. Wade, the 

children and civic groups always responded favorably to our side. We in the 

movement are convinced with full certainty that we have the real truth on 

our side and would expose that clearly against allegedly shallow, mistaken 

ideas of our life opponents. The truth is our most powerful weapon. Where 

the culture of death seems to prosper is in the absence of confrontation and 

genuine authentic reasoning.  



2. Any objectives you seek that lead to the primary goal. 

One objective I seek is to provide current web site and internet 

resources to the group presentations. The national and international 

resources available to our movement have increased in the last five years, 

and pro-life advocacy in the U.S. has grown greatly. The wide scale of these 

resources can counter the ever-present national position of Planned 

Parenthood. Our office will be made available to any students to research 

pro-life school projects because we have a wealth of literature from the 

1970’s to the present day. In addition, the local Catholic high school allows 

their students to fulfill their volunteer hours at our facility. Other school 

students (and home schooled students) could visit and volunteer at our office 

if they so desired. I will encourage this type of effort to intensify the effects 

of these presentations. With the involvement of the junior high students now, 

the four years of high school will be an opportunity for further interaction 

for important pro-life programs. These extra activities will enhance the 

chances of St. Joseph County Right to Life (SJCRTL) attaining better levels 

of participation in our overall program and for support in and to the 

community. | 

Plan of action 
Describe your plan for addressing the pastoral concern including: 

1. A methodology rationale (why you chose this plan) 

20  



In general, my plan could be described as addressing the lack of 

knowledge of pro-life issues, combating the false information abortion 

advocates provide, and addressing and improving, in some small measure, 

the present state of the spirituality of these young people. First, to address 

the lack of information, all sources used by my plan will follow as closely as 

possible the “official” Church teachings. The United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops publishes a total array of valid information on all life 

issues, and I will avail my presentation of these sources. In some cases, 

legal and political issues may not have been dealt with by the Bishops’ 

Conference yet, so some other Catholic-acceptable sources will be used (i.e., 

Priests for Life, Fr. Frank Pavone, Director). Second, to counter 

misinformation and lies on the pro-abortion side, I will present some of their 

published literature and discuss the errors in their offerings. In addition, I 

hope to connect these students to positive actions especially asking for their 

support of Diocesan pro-life pregnancy centers. 

2. A means to associate each part of the plan with the whole. 

I will design each separate subject area as part of the larger whole by 

linking each major segment to a very simple outline to focus attention on 

crucial sections that will be easy to remember and hopefully remain  



permanently in the minds of the students. If SJCRTL is permitted to enter 

the public schools, some adjustments will have to be made to the points of 

their outline. These different points should reflect some civic and legal- 

political pro-life context, but still not eliminate the overall theological life- 

sustaining basic theme. 

General Outline of Plan Addressing Concern 
Preliminary Organization 

LE Organize daily and regular volunteers of St. J oseph County Right to 
Life and seek their advice and counsel in starting RTL presentations. 

. Advise board of directors of SICRTL of my project and gain approval 
of use of volunteers as a source of information and history. 

. Furnish bio-sheet and opinion questions to each member. 

. Meet with each volunteer to discuss their opinion of content of 

. presentations to be given to junior high students. 

. Hold theological reflection to gain insight and take advantage of 
volunteer experience in pro-life matters. 

. Analyze theological reflection and poll members of group to establish 
general content of presentation, lecture, etc. 

Dialogue with students through parents, experienced teachers, and 
others I know about potential content of program. 

. Especially close attention will be given to the age appropriate content 

of the program and any words, or written materials will be excluded if 
there 1s any doubt about possible adverse reaction from students. 

10.Reflect upon the context of the students’ views and incorporate them 
into the delivery and script of my presentation. 

Concerning items 7 and 8 in above outline, I have talked extensively with 

students and their parents. The feeling of this sample was that the 

presentation must provide truth with biblical and theological reasoning.  



Father Frank Pavone in his book, The Theology of Abortion, gives a list of   

38 Old and New Testament passages that gives us a general theological 

rationale for our message of life. The specific pro-life questions asked by 

this group were answered in the up-to-date literature (pamphlets and books) 

I had assembled recently (in the last few months). There are many excellent 

sources to answer their questions concerning the current significance of life 

issues. 

Gather and provide educational materials and written content of the talk, 
lecture. 

1. Order and assemble materials for talks. 

a. Pamphlets, workbooks, handouts, Papal documents, web 

site addresses and general RTL literature, etc. 
Note: During November 2008, I assembled a binder with the 

most recent pamphlets and lists of sources for pro-life 

literature. Each source is in plastic sheets so that they 
may be taken out and copied easily by anyone needing 
that particular information. 

b. Gather diagrams and real life sized ceramic and rubber 
models of fetal development. 

C, Compose PowerPoint presentation. 
2. Write copy for approximately a fifty-minute presentation of life 

issues that our theological reflection deemed most significant. 
a. The theological, moral and personal objections to culture 

of death issues. 
b. The manifestation of the culture of death in our society: 

1. Surgical abortion 

11. Chemical abortion 
iii. Euthanasia 
iv. Embryonic stem cell destruction 

What we must do to counteract the culture of death.  



Truth and Love: The Message of the Pro-life Movement 
A Presentation Designed for Junior High Level Students 

By John Kominkiewicz 

“A person is a person no matter how small” (Dr. Seuss). 

(Pass out pens.) 

See on the pens that I have handed out the size and shape of the 

unborn feet at ten weeks of development. It is difficult to imagine that a 

child that small is a person just like you and I are. The way we should 

imagine a person, and the way God seonbn persons, is not affected by 

size. God commands us to love Him and all other “persons” as much as we 

love ourselves. At the present time in our secular world, “personhood” for 

unborn children is not being honored, and these children are not being loved 

in many places as God’s will commands. God’s will is demonstrated and 

acknowledged by Holy Scripture, and interpreted by the Holy Catholic 

Church through the Pope together with the Bishops allied with him. 

In many places in our country and in all abortion facilities, God’s will 

1s ignored or totally rejected. The most extreme and direct example of this 

disobedience is currently shown by occurrence of abortion procedures that 

kill 3,000 children here in the United States every single day. Tragically, 

since the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court ruling of 1973, nearly 50 million 

American children have lost their lives. (Pass out Roe v. Wade sheets.)  



Truth is shown in the Catholic Church’s opposition to abortion as an 

“intrinsic evil,” because it is true that an “innocent life” is lost through each 

act of abortion and that violates the fifth commandment. The act of 

destruction of a human life also violates Jesus’ command “to love one 

another as I have loved you.” 

(The next part of the presentation to junior high school students will 

be a description of the two types of abortion, surgical and chemical in age- 

appropriate language. Then euthanasia and stem cell research will be briefly 

explained. I would then briefly explain basic fetal development through 

actual scale models and with visual aids. After allowing the students some 

- hands-on and close-up time with the physical models, I would conclude the 

class by introducing a wide array of pamphlets for use by the class, and 

provide resources from web sites and other sanctioned internet sources). 

Finally, to put the program in deeper perspective, I would include 

some actual examples of the joy and happiness that pro-life advocates 

experience when, on rare occasions, a child is saved by their prayers and 

counseling activities. The culture of life Pope John Paul II tells us about is 

filled with the hope and cherished life-long experience of the love of a child. 

On the other hand, abortion brings only a gritty, cold memory of the physical 

pain endured for a few days followed by, in most cases, a life-time of  



emptiness and longing for the lost child. The culture of death advocates 

attempt to hide this intense personal suffering and tell the woman to get on 

with her life, that she is “better off” from this experience. The essence of 

our anti-abortion educational effort is to eliminate this needless suffering 

and to pinpoint the truth about the creation and development of human life 

and of our responsibility to protect that God-bestowed gift of life, without 

exception. 

End of Presentation 

Present materials and written presentation for review and revision by: 
1. SJICRTL Board of Directors 
2. SJCRTL volunteer group 

3. Diocesan pro-life couple and pro-life coordinators at one of their 
future meetings 

Recruit a pro-life advocate (person) to give presentation 
Contact schools or organizations to offer presentation. Before the day the 

presentation 1s give, each organization will have a chance to review it before 
scheduling a final date. 

1. Catholic schools 

2. Christian schools (when permitted) 

3. Public schools (if and where permitted) 
4. Other civic, political, or fraternal groups 

Engage in possible out-of-scope activities in the future 

Theological Reflection: 

Identify the theological reflection processes you will use and the reason you 
selected them. Include:  



1. Complete description of the T/R event plans: 
Preparation stage group reflection. 

I followed the Kinast T/R method. Our group thoroughly discussed, 

described, and began to enter into past experiences as Kinast’s five steps 

(page 1x) suggested in Let Ministry Teach. After entering into these past 
  

pro-life activities and experiences, we thought about what we learned in 

these experiences. Each member of the volunteer group with whom I 

dialogued gave me slightly different views of the same picture. They 

equated abortion to be major offenses against God. The one exception to 

that feeling was the librarian without church affiliation. He saw the issue as 

one of civic injustice and denied freedom where government was not doing 

its job. By digging more deeply and reflecting on his viewpoint, I realized 

that government was just the middleman in this situation, and only God has 

the absolute power to judge who is to live and who is to die. The Supreme 

Court said, in essence, that we can give that power to women and their 

doctors and they will use the power rarely and wisely. What a terrible 

mistake that was for all of us. 

This crucial point is explained so profoundly in the following quote 

from Pope Yoh Paul II in The Gospel of Life, no. 20: 

To claim the right to abortion, infanticide, and euthanasia and to 
recognize that right in law, means to attribute to human freedom a  



perverse and evil significance: that of absolute power over 
others... This is the death of freedom. 

With a similar rationale suggested by others in our group, we came to a 

consensus of a sort. Through this type of moral reflection, we saw the error 

and the twisted ie logic that led the Court astray in 1973 and since. 

We knew to change this situation was futile in the legal, political arena alone. 

It must be changed in the minds and hearts of the many in the world, not just 

in the few who possess and hold the power now. This point surfaced as the 

general consensus of all in my theological reflection group. 

I then asked the group to help devise a scheme to put this learned 

experience into action or at least into a planning focus. The planning stage 

reflection consists of some meetings and dialoging with my individual 

volunteers. I previously distributed bio-sheets and a few questions to start a 

dialogue on what is the best method to inform students and others on pro-life 

matters. The volunteers were from various fields of work and ages. The 

older volunteers knew we had a presentation team around 1973-78 and were 

successful in some talks with various schools and civic organizations. 

Therefore, they recommended that I contact the three women who gave the 

pro-life talks during that time. In talking to them I discovered these 

women’s memories were not very specific on actual details. In their defense, 

it was a long time ago, but the fact remains that they were pioneers in the 
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field and did marvelous work back then. A few individuals who attended 

these presentations decades ago confirmed that fact. The real problem is that 

no one carried on with the work that they started. These three heroic women 

had to stop to raise their own children. It should have continued, but the 

volunteer resources were unavailable. 

While questioning these three, they did remember that our training 

sessions were received better than the pro-abortion side at all venues. After 

we pondered this historic information, we all thought after some reflective 

time (about two weeks) that we should pursue a similar endeavor. Ideas and 

suggestions from the weekly volunteer staff, together with their prior 

experience in the field of life issues, were helpful in decision making at this 

point and in the future. I have been working in the pro-life ministry for only 

two years, and I was aided by their experience and perception of the history 

of the movement. 

The central experience that all my volunteers theologically reflected 

upon and internalized most crucially centered upon the contact we have all 

had with women who had abortions, who are/were pregnant, and the many 

who directly experience the extreme suffering of abortion loss inside their 

families. This is the essence of the experience of our cause and movement. 

I have heard about a hundred accounts of this sort. The women’s stories are  



different in details, but are fundamentally the same. If a woman had an 

abortion, there is devastating pain and a feeling of life-long despair because 

of their decision to abort. Statistically, 85% of women regret their abortions 

(The Elliot Institute: www.afterabortion .org, 2005). Almost every woman 

with whom we interacted who had an abortion had significant problems 

psychologically and related that the pain never eases. Only through 

theological means could any of them feel forgiven and 0 to grips with 

their loss and sin. Only through the infinite mercy and love of God do any 

of these women experience a feeling of true healing. Our personal 

experiences (mine and the RTL volunteers) with women who did not seek 

God’s help were that severe consequences were life altering and did not 

improve with the passage of time. In fact, we learned through them that 

these adverse consequences intensified over the years and decades. We have 

discovered this with painstaking clarity and it is a fact and undeniable truth 

(from those who experienced this great tragedy) that abortion can never be a 

positive factor for anyone involved. That is the fundamental and basic truth 

that guides our mission. 

Again in truth, if a woman was going to get an abortion but did not, the 

feeling of relief and joy became overwhelmingly apparent to all of us over 

the years. These women begged us to never to stop telling others of their joy  



and gratitude for people who urged them to not kill their child. They 

showed endless pictures of the special child in their life. They many times 

brought the child to us to show the beauty of life. This joy is the gift we 

receive for advancing our cause even when it is very difficult and/or 

uncomfortable. Saving women from this devastating grief, and giving 

women this great gift of life, is our work’s reward. One sidewalk counselor, 

Michael, has saved five children from abortion and he continues to do so 

even today. There is great joy in heaven in the saving of just one child from 

death as there was joy in scripture which tells us of the joy in recovering one 

lost soul among a hundred that did not need saving (Lk. 15: 7). This thrill 

and excitement is God’s way of secretly rewarding our movement’s 

advocates even in the reality of the dreadful fact that so many others are lost 

each and every day. This is the lesson that we have all learned over the 

years and it must be communicated. 

Implementation stage group reflection 

To implement the ideas from what we learned and reflection upon, we 

centered on a presentation of an educational program that conveyed the 

principles that the group had discovered over the years that affected them 

greatly and motivated them to work as volunteers in the pro-life cause. Of  



course, some of the experiences were so personal and unique that we had to 

generalize most of them to pinpoint the real essence of the truth for the best 

implementation. 

In the implementation discussion, the group disagreed on how 

graphically to display our presentation. Some common ground is possible 

because we have stressed that the truth is not to be hidden.. After consulting 

with two retired public school teachers, a home schooling organizer, and the 

President of St. Joseph County Right (March 2009) I have taken the age of 

students and “shock” value of this subject into consideration in the final end- 

product of my presentation. As said previously I will be very sensitive fo the 

age group in presenting my project. 

Post-project personal reflection 

I will gauge success post-project on how the presentation is received 

and through the level of action that these information sessions generate and 

motivate. If I garner many helpers in the office or participants in our 

abortion demonstrations, it will have been a success. If I see love created in 

their hearts for the small, weak, old, and sick, I will conclude that our efforts 

were worthwhile and useful. As anything good, it may take many years to 

finally determine real success.  



2. The “prompt” (question, visual aid, concept, etc.) that aims to initiate each 
reflection. 

In all theological reflection sessions, in either individual or small 

groups, we begin and end noting that God is watching and is always 

watching these evil deeds. Therefore, if we do not oppose them, we will be 

judged as harshly as the perpetrators. The ancient doctrine of bloodguilt 

mentioned in Deuteronomy 21: 1-9 describes this feeling that I sensed when 

I discussed this shared responsibility for abortion. - All of us, guilty or 

innocent, must repent for these despicable actions in the eyes of God. Father 

Pavone in his booklet, The Theology of Abortion, Chapter 13, describes this   

concept insightfully. We all are tainted with the blood of this sin. I 

painfully visualize the blood and the flesh of aborted children in the ground 

of our community. It is a very macabre thought, but what if God sees it that 

way? 

3. Explain why. 

Why is this guilt so profound (as in my group) in all of us? It is that 

once we have sinned, we cannot boast of our perfect condition? I hope the 

difference is that we have learned of God’s love and endless mercy through 

Jesus Christ and the Church and make a concerted effort to defeat evil where 

we can. Why again do some Christians believe abortion is acceptable? We, 

and my small group at SJCRTL, cannot understand how followers of Christ 
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can condone this killing. Collectively, our theological reflections were 

useless to uncover that answer and it troubles us all to a great extent. 

Personally, I have determined, through theological reflection, that this 

“Christian” support for abortion and other anti-life issues 1s morally wrong 

and is based on mistakes in authentically discerning God’s will. 

Project Implementation Strategy: 
Describe the project you have designed to achieve your stated goals 
1. Include a time line for the project. 

dates of meetings or activities, projected completion dates, etc. 

10/20/07 Attended South Bend area fall meeting of Diocesan parish pro- 

life coordinators at St Pius X Church Hall. Met and talked 

about needs in parishes throughout area. Established network 

with coordinators, received literature, and discussed seriousness 

of culture of death in our communities throughout northeast 

Indiana. 

1/11/08 Attended return weekend at SMWC and began planning type of 

project with sound advice from learned and distinguished 

professors on the beautiful campus. 

1/20/08 Advised board of directors of SJCRTL of my project and 

gained approval of use of volunteers’ cooperation as my group.  



1/25/08 

2/10/08 

2/12/08 

3/05/08 

3/05/08 

4/20/08 

4/25/08 

4/30/08 

5/11/08 

Furnished bio-sheet and theological reflection questions to each 

member. 

Met with each volunteer to discuss her/his opinion of content of 

presentations to be given to junior high students. 

Held “planning stage theological” reflection dialogues, 

discussions during which insight was gained from volunteer 

experience in pro-life matters. 

Called previous program presenters dhont previous pro-life 

presentations. 

Analyzed theological reflection and polled each member of 

group to establish general content of presentation, lecture, slide 

show, etc. 

Dialogue with students through parents I know about potential 

content of program. 

Reflect upon the context of the students’ ideas and viewpoints 

concerning pro-life issues they know about now. 

Explore cost of materials and any other costs associated with 

presentations. Make preliminary budget estimates. 

Begin to assemble and research educational materials and 

written content of talk, lecture.  



5/15/08 

5/18/08 

5/20/08 

5/28/08 

6/2/08 

6/15/08 

Explore sources for an appropriate PowerPoint presentation of 

fetal development; decide to purchase or design short program 

with multi-media possibiliics. 

Begin to write text for presentation of life issues that our 

theological reflection deemed most significant. 

Begin to research age-appropriate content on these four subject 

arcas: 

Surgical abortion 

Chemical abortion 

Euthanasia 

Embryonic stem cell destruction 

Present materials and outline of the written presentation for 

review by Board of Directors of St. Joseph County Right to 

Life (SJCRTL) as authorizing body. 

Present materials and outline of written presentation for review 

by SJICRTL volunteer group and hold “implementation 

theological reflection” to finalize specific content as my 

consulting source. Hold on this step until consensus is achieved. 

After above step is completed, begin to search and recruit a pro- 

life advocate(s) (persons) to give presentation. It was  



recommended by theological reflection that young, college-age 

women, conduct the presentations. 

6/30/08 —12/15/08 

Personal reflection to organize and analyze completed 

presentation. 

2/19/09 Delivered presentation to two very experienced grade school 

teachers and the local Home School Director for comments and 

a final review of content. 

5/21/09 After noting above comments and adjusting verbal and delivery 

content of project, contact schools for possible scheduled 

appearance. 

2. Stipulate when the two group theological reflections occur during the 

project (one planning stage, one implementation stage). 

The planning stage theological reflection occurred roughly between 

2/12/08 and 6/05/08. Because the volunteers are scheduled on a weekly 

basis, meetings and dialogues occur when we find time and can have in- 

depth conversations. The implementation theological reflection will occur 

after the Board reviews the presentation and materials and authorizes us to 

begin. 

Saint Mary-cf-the-Woods 

Collegs Library  



3. Stipulate when the personal theological reflection occurs. 

The personal reflection occurs when the program is completed and 1s 

being readied to present to the nearby schools. I will need to fully 

understand what each stage of the program is trying to convey to the 

students and how it will teach some part of the necessary respect life issues. 

I will again search scripture and church tradition to anchor this presentation 

to good theological thought and practice. 

4. Indicate the specific evaluation criteria you intend 
to use to determine the success of the project 

The last stage of my implementation plan is to ask participants to 

complete an evaluation form. Then, after judging the evaluation responses, I 

would try to discover a pattern to the comments and adjust the presentation 

to their ideas. The evaluation would center on what the participants learned 

about abortion and other life issues, and how they connect it to the religious 

teaching they received in their lives. If there is a wide disconnect, the 

program or the way it is presented needs to be changed. If there is an 

acknowledged connection to the theology and how life should be respected, 

I will feel the effort is a success. 

a. Identify any persons who may assist you in evaluating the project.  



The Diocesan pro-life couple, Lisa and Fred Everett, are the persons I will 

ask to assist in evaluating my effort next year. They have given talks and 

held seminars on marriage and parenting as well as pro-life topics in the 

South Bend-Fort Wayne Diocese for a number of years. Both are highly 

educated and have seven children themselves. 

Conclusion: 

The Truth of the pro-life message is that human life is not to be ever 

manipulated negatively in any way. In all the hundreds of documents I 

explored, the undeniable truth of our pro-life message centers on God’s love 

for each and every human being from the moment of conception and for all 

eternity. The Catholic Church and most Christian Churches support that 

idea without exception. From the theological viewpoint, Christians must 

value life as a Divine gift, created and bestowed to bring happiness and joy 

to the people of the world rather than a burden with which to be reckoned. 

Sacred Scripture and Christian/Catholic tradition (since the 1* century) 

clearly supports this image. With this truth pro-life advocates attempt to 

influence persons away from anti-life behavior, but in this process we must 

Es be reminded that continuing genuine love for our fellow human 

beings is also demanded. All our actions promoting truth concerning the  



sacredness of life must be guided and tempered by the lessons of love that 

Christ (and now the Church) has faithfully taught us. This project seeks to 

bind together (as the title states) “Truth and Love” to signify both are 

essential for the eventual victory of our pro-life mission in our world and in 

the minds of these young students nearing the beginning of adulthood. 

In early 1999, during his pastoral visit to the United States, Pope John 

Paul II told the people of St. Louis about the need to form a culture of life. 

In actuality, he was addressing the whole world. Upon his arrival, the Pope 

warned that the world, especially the West, was increasingly susceptible to a 

culture of death, with a race for wealth, pleasure, and comfort: 

“Today, the conflict is between a culture that affirms, cherishes, and 

celebrates the gift of life and a culture that seeks to declare entire 
groups of human beings- the unborn, the terminally ill, the 

handicapped and others ‘un-usefuls’- to be outside the boundaries of 
legal protection,” the Holy Father explained. 

“Only a higher moral vision can motivate the choice of life. The values 
underlying that vision will greatly depend on whether the nation 
continues to honor and revere the family as the basic unit of society.” 
(Goraj-Bryll, Malgorzata, A Culture of Life Must Prevail, Columbia 
Magazine, New Haven Ct. Pg. 13, January 13, 2009). 

In conclusion, currently we are seeing the unraveling of America’s 

society’s search for “wealth, pleasure, and comfort.” The “higher moral 

vision” or truth the Pope alludes to must be taught early to all students 

before it is too late.  



End of Project 
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