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I. IDENTIFICATION OF A PASTORAL CONCERN 

A. Sketch of the Pastoral Concern Being Addressed. 

Fr. Robert (Bob) Tywoniak, Director of the Catholic Home 

for Children in the Diocese of Miami, made a request for a 

volunteer lay minister to establish a religious education program 

and liturgical service for the children sheltered at the home. 

There are no funds available for the program and the Director, 

who is a diocesan priest is the sole guide in spiritual matters 

for the children. However, Fr. Bob is overwhelmed with responsi- 

bilities in counseling and administration duties, as well as, 

serving as mediator for the Young Adults of the diocese and 

celebrating Sunday Mass at St. Anne's Mission for migrant 

farmers. However, he feels that the total person should be 

addressed in times of distress and is concerned for the spiritual 

nature of the children who are experiencing physical and 

psychological trauma. He says that the command of Jesus, "to 

suffer not the little children to come unto me," is a call 

to address this need. He hopes that a spiritual awakening and 

sowing of seeds of faith through liturgical experience and lec- 

tionary catechesis could be the process of responding to this 

pastoral concern.  



B. A Description of the Cultural Dimensions of the Pastoral 

Context of the Concern. 

In 1944, the Council of Social Agencies for Dade County 

studied the welfare needs of children and decided that a sec- 

tarian home would not be an answer. Therefore, they requested 

help from the Catholic Welfare Bureau, now known as the Catholic 

Community Services. Consequently, in 1945, St. Joseph's Villa 

was established in the northwest section of Miami, Florida, 

moving in 1960 to the southwest section and renamed as the 

Catholic Home for Children. Since it is a protective sanctuary 

and refuge for children, its specific location cannot be given 

except by permission from the director. 

The home consists of three programs: a residential shelter, 

an emergency shelter, and an illegal immigration shelter for 

children. On staff are a director, several social workers, 

health professionals, a certified school teacher, cottage 

parents, and supervisors. Volunteers are called on when needed 

and foster parents recruited with an organized policy that 

governs both of these programs. Each shelter is licensed for 

a maximum of fourteen children. The facility consists of a 

cottage that connects the residential and emergency shelter 

with counseling and treatment areas and offices of the social 

workers and cottage supervisors. A larger, two-story house, 

that is separate from the cottage is for older and immigrant 

children with an immigration officer in attendance at all times.  
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Administration and social worker offices are also located there. 

A small, well-supplied classroom has been recently designated 

to a location in the cottage. A large fenced yard surrounds 

the facility and contains walks, gardens, benches, picnic tables, 

play equipment, and gives ample space for sports activities. 

The Health and Rehabilitation Services of Florida requested 

access to the facility because it has been recognized as the 

best program model for children's welfare available in the State 

and they needed to expand their department facilities. Combining 

efforts reduces costs. Due to an influx of refugee children 

from Latin America and the Caribbean in the Miami area, the 

Immigration and Naturalization Department, also requested admis- 

sion into the facility. Therefore, federal and state funds 

partially subsidize the financial needs of the institution. 

Two other sources of income are the contributions from the budget 

of the Catholic Community Services and the United Way Fund. 

Since the cost of operating the home extends far beyond this 

nominal income a continual effort is made to raise funds from 

private sources. 

The physical and psychological needs take priority to the 

spiritual needs of the children and the staff is employed on 

the basis of their professional credentials in the fields of 

social work and psychology. The government intervention has 

increased a secular attitude and a diverse faith background 

of employees creates and obvious need for volunteer services  
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of a Catholic Lay Minister with an ecumenical attitude to 

establish a religious program and funding for this pastoral 

project would have to come from private sources. 

The children at the home are between the ages of three 

and seventeen and come from all economic levels of society. 

Their diverse backgrounds make a living environment that is 

multi-cultural, multi-racial, and multi-lingual. Information 

about their faith denominations is minimal and often is known 

by accidental comments of the child. The food, shelter, 

clothing, care, and maintenance of the child is done in as normal 

a home atmosphere for an institution as possible. There are 

private sleeping cubicles with a place for personal clothing 

and toys in the dormitories, small parlors with televisions 

and VCR equipment, dining rooms, kitchens, bathrooms, and laundry 

facilities in each shelter. Their daily routine is structured 

around school, free time for study, recreation, outing, counsel- 

ing therapy, medical treatments when needed, and psychiatric 

and psychological consultations. Children are placed in regular 

public schools whenever possible, but receive tutoring by a 

certified teacher or volunteers, if necessary. Qualified social 

workers give individual and group counseling, which includes 

family sessions and foster home care. 

Emergency Shelter Care usually lasts from three days to 

three weeks and are for children that have been orphaned, abused, 

neglected or abandoned. Residential Shelter Care is from six  



to eight months for those children who fail in independent foster 

home placements. The HRS aids the assessment, planning, 

recommendation of treatment, and stabilization for a permanent 

plan for the child. Regulated policies govern the acceptance 

of children for each shelter according to available, but limited 

services offered. Such diversity of backgrounds, psychological 

problems, and transitional status of the children does not fit 

the norm of catechesis in local parishes. An emphasis on 

experiential exposure of liturgy and relational Bible stories 

makes lectionary catechesis the logical choice for a religion 

process. 

The Immigration Shelter, a special category, accepts 

children under the age of nineteen that enter the United States 

alone and illegally. Their problems focus on their abandonment 

by family and the culture shock of a new language and customs. 

Due to language barriers, an effort must be made to contact 

Catholic communities of the child's specific nationality to 

minister to their spiritual needs. Usually, this would be a 

Haitian community, a Hispanic community, or possibly one of 

the oriental communities of the diocese or vicinity. However, 

the children are always invited and included to all of the 

activities scheduled by the home.  
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C. A Clear Statement Of The Significance Of This Concern for 

Pastoral Theology. 

John Macquarrie in his book "Principles of Christian 

Theology" states, "theology may be defined as the study, which, 

through participation in and reflection upon a religious faith, 

seeks to express the content of this faith in the clearest and 

most coherent language available" (pg. 1). 

Children receive an expression of faith and moral values 

from the example and loving manner that their parents meet their 

physical and psychological needs and express the content of 

the faith they have received by the kind of adults that they 

become. When parental relationship interrupts normal childhood 

patterns by abuse, neglect or abandonment, the child becomes 

dysfunctional and must rely on society to rehabilitate them. 

There is emphasis in an institution to meet the physical 

and psychological needs of the child. Private institutions, 

supported by faith denominations, such as the Catholic Home 

for Children, strive to include spiritual direction in the belief 

that this dimension is necessary for the wholeness of a human 

being. Pastoral Ministers are called to guide and nurture the 

child's spiritual growth through Scripture, doctrinal instruc- 

tion, prayer and the sharing of sacramental life. The child 

is enabled to participate in liturgical worship and study with 

reflection the gospel stories that can awaken their spiritual 

nature and give them an experience or revelation of God as a  
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source of healing and a relationship that leads to the fullness 

of life and expression in adulthood of their belief in the 

necessity of that relationship. 

Through a religious program the environment created can 

help the child to consider their experience of God and the effect 

on their life in community. Existence in a multi-cultural, 

multi-racial, and multi-lingual institution can be influenced 

by the philosophical mood that the child develops as it extends 

from their participation and experience in prayer, study, and 

dialogue. As they explore their personal story in relation 

to the "historical revelation" of Scripture and discover 

expression of their beliefs, a foundation is laid for critical 

understanding of faith and recognition of the reality of an 

existing relationship to God. The experience of God and humanity 

provides direction for the rehabilitation and restoration of 

the functional and normal patterns of childhood. 

 



IT. A PLAN OF ACTION FOR THE PASTORAL RESPONSE 

A, Description of Design for a Pastoral Response 

The design of the pastoral response to meet the spiritual 

needs of children in an institution is based on lectionary 

catechesis and the Rite of Christian Initiation process. The 

Gospel is broken open into the historical story of human beings 

in a world of tensions that fluctuate between truth and decep- 

tion; between the desire to do what is right and being too weak 

to do it; between conforming to the desires of others and being 

individualistic; and between discouragement or despair and enthu- 

siasm and hope. Their quest to solve these tensions have led 

them to recognize the reality of a God that helps them cope 

with their limitations when they use their ability of rational 

responsibility and explore possibilities. The Gospel example 

of authentic selfhood developing through community produces 

evidence that a human being has a spiritual nature that must 

be examined, acknowledged, and nurtured The purpose of the 

pastoral response is to help restore "the disorder of dwelling 

in the past and shunning an openness to risk the future" 

(Macquarrie, Principles of Christian Theology, pg. 76) that 
  

the child in crisis is experiencing. 

The child journeys in faith with the pastoral minister 

seeking personal spiritual stories, sharing personal revelations 

in relation to Scripture, studying doctrine to further understand  
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their revelations, and expressing their experience and knowledge 

by ritual celebration. Through story dialogue the inquiry phase 

then proceeds to the catechumenate phase of doctrinal study, 

relating Scripture with Tradition. As hope is inspired and 

a desire to deepen the Divine relationship with a sacramental 

life, preparation for Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation are 

facilitated in whatever faith denomination that the background 

of the child indicates and they continue their faith journey 

through the period of Enlightenment and Illumination until they 

can celebrate in ritual their joyous response. The purpose 

of the process is to guide the child to the tools of commitment 

and acceptance in order that their past, present, and future 

becomes balanced and gives them evidence of the possibility 

of a fulfilling future existence. 

Ritual celebration is the immediate expression of their 

content of faith. The ecumenical dimension enhances communal 

perspectives and the teaching of Peter, "In truth, I see that 

God shows no partiality. Rather, in every nation whoever fears 

him and acts uprightly is acceptable to him (Acts 10:34-35)." 

The seasonal movement of the Catholic Church's calendar will 

be followed and special monthly masses will be celebrated 

according to the availability of Fr. Robert Tywoniak, the 

director of the home. In the case of sacramental reception 

the children will plan, participate and share the celebration 

as possible, according to the policy of the institution.  
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As a trained and commissioned Ecclesial Lay Minister of 

the Miami Diocese, my response will be to serve as volunteer 

coordinator of the ministerial team, curriculum consultant, 

formation supervisor, and catechist. My task will be to recruit 

ministers, organize and establish the religion process as de- 

signed, and be responsible for the training and formation of 

the ministers for their evangelical task. It is my plan to 

recruit ministers already in ongoing formation and trained in 

the skills of teaching and pastoral ministering that serve 

children. Retreats that focus on story and sacrament theology 

with periodic evaluation meetings to compare results with the 

mission goals formulated and decisions of future direction will 

encourage and lay a foundation for the team to establish and 

found a ministry to children placed in institutional care. 

As the child finds rehabilitation of normal childhood 

patterns through the pastoral guidance and nurturing of their 

spiritual nature, the pastoral minister grows in virtues as 

their ministerial skills are practiced. The pastoral minister 

also learns the distinction between being and becoming; between 

being and appearance; and between being and the ideal, as 

insights from the child are gained on their journey of faith 

together. The act of re-creating with the Divine Presence can 

be experienced by both child and minister as they enable and 

empower each other. Self-giving is an experience of "a grace 

that completes the self" or participation in the "mystery of 

being" (Macquarrie, Principles of Christian Theology, pg. 114). 
   



Minister and child play the role of family and become the 

miniature Church within the larger community and transform the 

institutional situation into a warmer, loving existence until 

the child is adopted or placed in a foster home. 

B. Reason Design Fits The Pastoral Concern 

The design of the Pastoral Response is based on the 

Liturgical Word that speaks to the heart where Mystery is 

encountered in the spiritual nature of a human being. In the 

experience of ritual worship there is a freedom of expression 

that embodies the physical, mental, and emotional faculties 

and inspires hope for the future. This freedom has the quality 

of flexibility and the enabling power of a relationship with 

God that restores health in mind and body for life in the world. 

The journey of faith for the institutionalized child begins 

with a companion, the Pastoral Minister, hearing Gospel stories 

that relate to human experience that they can understand together 

on a personal basis. Through their human relationship, the 

Liturgical Word is facilitated and blossoms into an awareness 

of the human relationship with God. This initiation becomes 

a process of movement on a journey of faith throughout life. 

The process of inquiry, study (catechumenate), and revela- 

tion (Illumination & Enlightenment) is flexible and individual. 

The child discovers their own spiritual nature and depth of 

their relationship with God at any level or age, overcoming  



a need to place them in groups according to age. Experience, 

sharing, and environment are emphasized, rather than reading 

and writing instruction, meeting the needs of traumatized 

children that often lack such skills. These children can par- 

ticipate easily in words and action which appeases their lack 

of control and utilizes their short attention spans effectively. 

In facilitating the journey of faith with the child, a 

minister is challenged to prayer, sharing their talents, and 

evaluating their ministerial services. They discover more fully 

their own destiny in their faith journey and in turn are facili- 

tated by the child companion. The human relationship becomes 

one of love nurtured by mercy and faith that transforms into 

justice for the child, the reality of rehabilitation as hope 

is born again in their spiritual nature. Both Pastoral Minister 

and the institutionalized child grow in conscious awareness 

of their human relationship with each other and the Mystery 

of their being that moves them toward a fullness in life. 

 



C. Mission Goals and Objectives of the Pastoral Response 

In order to have a firm direction for the design plan 

and implementation to be effective, the following mission goals 

were formulated based on the theological statement for the 

Pastoral Concern and give a theological reflection of the 

Pastoral Response. 

In a desire to aid in the healing and rehabilitation 

process of dysfunctional children placed in an institution 

the ministerial team will strive: 

1. To produce an awareness of the spiritual nature of a person 

that completes the human being and recognizes one God of 

creation. 

To emphasize moral values that bring satisfactory self-esteem 

and productive lives through the teachings of Jesus Christ. 

To enable a freedom of choice in belief that respects the 

multi-cultural backgrounds of the institutional child yet 

gives a spiritual guidance and a source of strength and hope 

as the child seeks to establish ideals and move toward adult- 

hood. 

To provide a structured worship and instruction that is free 

and flexible but embraces the children involved giving them 

experience of their sense of God and develops within them 

a familiar community that they come to understand as Church. 

To encourage awareness that human beings have an inner source 

of strength related to a Mystery that transcends the human 

limitations and can help a child in crisis to overcome  



negative aspects and focus on positive aspects that create 

movement toward a healthy life and makes them aware of their 

communion with God and their potential for genuine self-reali- 

zation in the fullness of life. 

D. Outline of Major Components of the Action Plan 

Step 1: Coordinator and Director will recruit and review possible 

candidates for the ministerial team. 

Team meeting will be called to discuss and clarify the 

mission goals, establish a schedule for the time, place, 

and presiding minister of the liturgy and instructions 

for the children. Themes and biblical readings according 

to the seasonal calendar of the Catholic Church will 

be selected and guidelines established for the limita- 

tions of creative application by the Catechist. 

Implementation of the liturgy and catechetical instruc- 

tions during Lenten Season. 

Evaluation and Assessment Meeting by Ministerial Team 

5 months later. 

Ongoing development of religion process, reformed and 

restructured, if necessary with movement toward the 

integrational participation of the home staff. 

Establishment of a recognized religious education pro- 

gram at the Catholic Home for Children by the diocesan 

office of Education.  



Step 7: Continual recruitment and formation of Pastoral 

Ministers for the team. 

Step 8: Connection with neighboring parish for use of facilities, 

such as the Convent Chapel or Church, and sacramental 

documentation when needed. 

E. Timetable For Implementation 

The first week of Lent is chosen as the best time to begin 

implementation. The covenant promise and the light of Jesus 

themes that lead toward reconciliation and healing are the 

logical themes for a starting point with emotionally hurt 

children. The question of sin is the focal point of inquiry. 

The reasons for brokenness in the human being that lead to the 

abuse and neglect for others can reduce the hostility that has 

been learned and lead toward an understanding that there is 

a better path to choose that leads toward an improvement in 

life. 

The six weeks of Lent that move into the Easter Season 

progress to a joyous celebration for learning more about the 

teachings of Jesus. Inquiry begins the transformation into 

study and assimilation of the message of the Gospel in relation 

to Christian Tradition and the understanding and desire for 

an ecumenical attitude toward all religions. 

The next four months progress of consistent worship and 

instructions should lead to the child identifying the spiritual  
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part of their nature and verbally expressing this identity in 

some manner. The desire of readiness to enter into a sacramental 

life should begin to be indicated by signs of improvement in 

their behavior and less need for therapy. Above all, an expres- 

sion of hope in prayer that is a reflection of an inner source 

of peace and strength should begin to be revealed. 

F. Method and Criteria For Evaluation 

Research on the studies of spiritual development in 

children should be undertaken as background for assessing the 

effectiveness of the spiritual process of the religious educa- 

tion and worship experienced by the Pastoral Response. Erikson's 

"Children and Society" and Moore's "Let This Mind Be In You" 

are highly recommended books. The diverse viewpoints of a psy- 

chotherapist and a contemplative Monk lead into a depth of under- 

standing in child development. 

The sharing of the ministerial team's experience with 

the children as they facilitate the instructions and preside 

at the liturgy should be compared to the Teacher's Manual of 

the Light of Faith Series for parish CCD programs (page 1) as 

a guideline for child catechesis. 

Finally, the mission goals and objectives that have been 

formulated should be reviewed and compared to the behavior and 

expression of identity by the children involved. 

The three elements stated previously, research, sharing,  
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and review of mission goals, should be the basic criteria for 

the assessment and evaluation of the Pastoral Response. This 

should indicate needed reformation and additional development 

for a continuance into the future. As the children leave the 

Home and are placed in foster care, adoption, or return to a 

family, the spiritual process should have become a consideration 

in the future of the child. As new children enter into residence 

at the home, the religious education program should begin to 

be considered as an essential consideration in rehabilitation. 

* Refer to Bibliography for recommended reading. 

 



ITI. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PASTORAL PROJECT 

The first step of implementation required the Director 

and Coordinator to meet and reflect on the mission goals, 

design and action plan to develop a strategy of forming 

a team of ministers. The focus settled on who would 

understand best the task of a ministry of process that 

would flow from a liturgical experience of the Word , crys- 

talize the truth, enable a questioning relationship to 

the truth, correlate it with Christian Tradition, and bring 

forth an expression with new insight to behavior and inten- 

tions at a child's level. This led to the formulation 

of certain requirements for the Coordinator of the program 

and the ministers to be recruited. 

It was decided that the criteria for the Coordinator 

of the Team would be the following: 

1. A member of the Catholic Church due to the insti- 

tution being Catholic. 

2. A trained Ecclesial Lay Minister or Religious 

with a background in Religious Education and the R.C.I.A./ 

R.C.I.C. process. 

3. An understanding of Pastoral Theology. 

4, Experience in teaching methods and childhood 

development. 

These attributes would be necessary to guide the team's  
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formation and develop a curriculum that would be flexible, 

simple, and allow a participation and reflection of reli- 

gious faith to become a cognitive expression in the nature 

of a child. 

Team members would have to be ministers that were 

capable of cooperating with the Coordinator and it was 

decided that certain requirements be formulated to screen 

possible candidates for the ministerial task. The following 

was formulated: 

1. A genuine desire that led them to respond to the 

call of this particular ministry and a willingness to accept 

a responsible commitment. 

2. An ability to plan, create, and implement an 

experiential liturgy or instruction based on the lectionary. 

3. An ability to be independant yet function as a 

team movement with mission goals in focus. 

4. Be able to relate to ecumenical situations with 

tolerance and understanding. 

5. Maintain a continual spiritual formation on a 

personal basis. 

6. Willing to keep an update on progressive trends 

in religious education. 

7. Willing to work within the diocesan guidelines. 

8. Meet the background clearance and the moral and 

ethical standards set by the Catholic Home for Children.  



Our search for Team Ministers began with the 

volunteers that qualified after a background check. We 

discovered two professional teachers that were volunteer 

CCD teachers in their local parish, a Deacon that was 

involved in Youth Ministry, and a previous Foster Parent 

that was also an experienced fund raiser. An invitation 

was issued and their positive responses led to the first 

meeting to formalize the team, clarify the goals of the 

ministerial task, and establish a format of presentation 

that could begin, as hoped, on the First Sunday of Lent. 

 



THE FIRST TEAM MEETING 

The meeting convened on Feb. 5, 1991 at 7:30PM in 

the dining room of the Immigration Shelter. The Team 

Ministers that had been recruited were enthusiastic but 

apprehensive, not knowing what to expect of this new 

ministry. 

The meeting began with a reflection on the following 

reading from Scripture: 

BLESSING OF THE CHILDREN 

"Then children were brought to him that he might 
lay his hands on them and pray. The disciples 
rebuked them, but Jesus said, 'Let the children 
come to me, and do not prevent them; for the 
Kingdom of Heaven belongs to such as these.' After 
he placed his hands on them, he went away." 

(Matthew 19: 13-15) 

We considered three questions in relation to this reflec- 

tion. 

1. What did we think about the children in the shelter? 

2. Who are we that we are engaging in this task? 

3. How were we going to do our task ? 

On sharing our thoughts about the children in the 

home, there was a consensus that we would be planting seeds 

of faith that might blossom in the future. We articulated 

through personal stories how we related to the children. 

For one person, it was a deep conviction of faith that 

had been gained through the loss of two children that had  



to be shared with others, for another it was a desire to 

fill the needs of children that experience in Youth Ministry 

had revealed, for another, it was an understanding of cross- 

cultural experience that could be facilitated more easily, 

and for another it was a deepening of the ministry of 

teaching. In general, it was revealed that all felt 

genuinely called and were willing to make a responsible 

commitment. All of the team realized that they would be 

accountable to the children, who would need to know that 

someone consistently cared. They were willing to be 

companions on a journey of faith that would involve physical 

presence, emotional involvement, and compassionate under- 

standing. 

An assessment of their skills or lack of them revealed 

that each had an ability to be creative, could evaluate 

their needs, and were willing to be open to growth and 

new formations as the task demanded. They were willing 

to share their strengths with each other. There were 

diverse qualities that were revealed. Teaching skills 

were offered by the professional teachers, the Foster Parent 

gave tips on parenting steps, and the psychology of counsel- 

ing was offered by one experienced in Youth Ministry. 

The Director, offered to give a retreat workshop in story- 

telling and to notify all when there were non-violent inter- 

vention workshops at the Home. There was an assessment  



of catechesis skills and the understanding of the Rite 

of Christian Initiation process. All agreed that the 

responsibility of guiding the process and facilitating 

the development of catechesis skills would be undertaken 

by the Coordinator. An effort would be made to provide 

material resources and information on classes offered by 

the Diocesan Religious Education Department for catechists. 

Above all, there was a humble recognition that although 

each had talents that would contribute to the ministry, 

these were gifts from God to be put into service for these 

special children. Considering the immensity of suffering 

that some of these children have had, it was also recog- 

nized that our efforts would only be a small part of their 

healing process and at times we might feel discouraged, 

so it was important to maintain our personal spiritual 

and prayer life, if we were to keep the perspective of 

being servants. 

Finally, the practicality of how the task could be 

done was discussed. The Coordinator and Director clarified 

the Mission goals of the ministerial task and the periods 

of initiation process that starts with inquiry, moves to 

the teaching of doctrine, a time of revelation that becomes 

an expression of celebration. The choice of lectionary 

catechesis was selected as the foundation for developing 

method and format for the liturgical celebration and  



instructional experience. The Liturgy of the Word could 

be coordinated with the Liturgical Seasons of the Church 

and would relate to doctrinal themes of creation, sin, 

judgment, salvation, and redemption. The consistent 

gathering experience on Sunday would facilitate and develop 

a understanding of community, church, sacramental life, 

and eternal life in the future. 

This framework would structure a correlation between 

experience and Scripture/Tradition to answer and give per- 

spective to the personal life experiences of a child and 

facilitate the awareness of the spiritual nature of human 

beings. The format would emphasize a retrieval of faith 

experience in Scripture, an analysis of the truth or theme, 

correlation to Tradition and secular values, and identifica- 

tion of behavior and actions that would be a new way of 

holding the experience. 

There was a decision to purchase as a source for 

guidance "Celebrating the Lectionary", a curriculum for 

all levels of children on Catholic catechesis and celebra- 

tion. Using the seasonal themes and ideas, the format 

would consist of prayer, music, storytelling, a teaching, 

participation activity, and a responsive prayer based on 

the message of the Word in the lectionary. It would be 

simple and flexible to fit a half hour time limit, as the 

attention span of the children tolerates.  



As a mandatory scheduled activity on the weekly 

calendar of the Children's Home, a Sunday morning Liturgy 

would be held at 11AM. Each minister would commit to being 

responsible for facilitating it at least one Sunday each 

month and the Coordinator would prepare the schedule every 

two months in advance. This would be a reasonable commit- 

ment that would not burden the ministers and allow them 

to continue in their local parish involvement, family and 

work life. There would also be a weekly instructional 

period that would be optional for participation on Tuesday 

evenings at 7:30PM and any minister that could facilitate 

it was asked to give time. Fr. Bob, the Director, offered 

to celebrate Mass at least once a month and on special 

feast days. 

The service would be held in the shelter and inter- 

mittent use of the Convent Chapel at the neighboring parish 

would be arranged. Such environment would provide a feeling 

of family and church creating a deepening bond in the commu- 

nity of the institution and facilitating a warmer relation- 

ship among the children and the cottage supervisors. 

The implementation of our plans were scheduled for 

the First Sunday of Lent and seemed to us an appropriate 

focus on the central vision of our faith, namely the death 

and resurrection of Jesus.  
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We closed the meeting with the conclusion that our 

ministerial task would be understood as being present and 

faithful to the helplessness of the children as a reflection 

of the fidelity of God, discernment with a situation to 

enable creative possibilities and potentials to occur, 

empowerment by being an instrument of God's activity in 

life, and transformation that the divine presence provides 

for conversion according to judgment, as summarized by 

John Shea 's "Theological Assumptions and Ministerial 

Style." 

The Team was now formalized and consisted of a 

Director, Coordinator, and four Catechists. 
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After the first meeting and formalization of the 

Team of Ministers, the Coordinator formulated a curriculum 

as a guideline for the Catechists, so that a structural 

formation for a child could be integrated into environ- 

mental experience in liturgy that would facilitate a posi- 

tive direction for movement when spiritual awakening 

occurred and the child was ready for guidance. 

The curriculum was again based on the lectionary 

and Rite of Initiation model and the theological reflection 

that there must be reflective participation which can become 

an articulated expression of faith that is clear and 

coherent. This basis was in harmony with the mission goals 

to provide a free and flexible experience of the sense 

of God, develop a feeling for community, present moral 

values that were constructive for rehabilitation of the 

child, and lead them to the deeper source of strength that 

dwells within all human beings that would help to stabilize 

their life in difficult situations. It must be understood 

that this ministry is new and the curriculum in a sense 

experimental, subject to changes on evaluation. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CURRICULUM 

CATHOLIC HOME FOR CHILDREN 

PERIOD OF PRE-CATECHUMENATE AND CATECHUMENATE 

1.Prayer: 

a) Sunday Liturgy of the Word 

Resource: Celebrating the Lectionary material  
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Monthly Mass celebrated by Fr. Bob, Director 

Seasonal Calendar of Catholic Church 

emphasized. 

Preparation of Mass and active participation 

developed for child's understanding 

Personal prayer development through: 

Traditional Catholic Church Prayers 

Mass Responses & Antiphons 

Petitions 

Praise 

Spontaneous Prayer 

Devotional Prayers (i.e. Rosary,Litany) 

Hymns (i.e. Psalms, cultural expression) 

Sacramental Response 

2. Biblical Formation: Old and New Testament 

a) Derivation of Themes from: 

Life of Christ 

Parables 

Church life and missionary movement 

Jewish Roots of Christianity/Covenant 

Psalms 

Prophets/Kings of 0ld Testament 

Jesus as Prophet, King,Priest, Servant 

10 Commandments/Beatitudes 

Sacraments 

b) Methods: 

Story telling and Role Playing  



Music 

Activity Projects 

Environmental Art 

Discussion that relates to personal 

experience 

PERIOD OF ENLIGHTENMENT AND ILLUMINATION / MYSTAGOGY 

3. MODELS: 

a) Saints - Video Presentations 

b) Ecumenical participation and sharing 

c) Understanding of Church and History 

d) Sacramental Reception 

CONSIDERATIONS: 

An effort must be made in using Scripture to hear 

it as God's Word, which affirms and judges every human 

concern (Shea, Theological Reflection V- Class Notes, Doctor 
  

of Ministry Program). The approach of interpretation that 

presents Scripture as interpretation of literature or 

history can be dynamic, but must allow the sacred to be 

mediated and the message. Realities in the message of 

truth should lead to identification that moves from the 

Biblical time to the contemporary scene of concerns. 

Judgment should be used in approaching Scripture as reflec- 

tion on the relationship of historical situation that 

focused on problems, or reflection on a moral or ethical 

situation in a community experiencing conflicts as a  
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literary lesson that relates to the present situation, 

or reflection that is receptive and leads to personal 

encounter that can become an image or symbolic reminder 

of the truth. As Shea recommends, "The text must interpret 

the interpreter before the interpreter can interpret the 

text," is a good principle. A recommended resource for 

scriptural storytelling is the Cassette tape: Jesus, Teacher 

Extraodinaire, by John Shea. 

REFERENCE: Sample formats for integration of lessons for 

teaching part of liturgy and Tuesday 

instructions are available (Appendix A) 

Please follow the Catholic Church's Seasonal Calendar for 

six months , at which time an evaluation of this curriculum 

and structure of our program will be made. 

 



IV. EVALUATION OF THE PASTORAL PROJECT 

The first three steps of the major action plan that 

composed the design of the Religious Education Program 

for the Children's Catholic Home were accomplished and 

activated by the First Week of Lent. The peak of the Easter 

season settled down into Ordinary Time and after five months 

an obvious routine of liturgy and instruction periods were 

well established. A request had been made from the begin- 

ning implementation for all ministers to do some research, 

keep an assessment of effectiveness, and be prepared to 

share their conclusions at an evaluation meeting. The 

following is a summarization of that meeting after five 

months using the three elements of research, review of 

mission goals, and sharing assessment of the effectiveness 

of our efforts 

EVALUATION MEETING SUMMARY 

A review of the mission goals was the focus of com- 

parison to the assessment of effectiveness. The behavior 

of the children and their response to the experience of 

liturgy and instructions indicated that: 

1. A structured worship and instruction was being provided 

that embraced the ecumenic diversity of the children 

involved in participation.  
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A sense of awareness had been developed that an inner 

source of strength related to a Mystery that transcends 

the human limitations could help a child in crisis to 

overcome negative perspectives with positive perspectives 

was indicated by their spontaneous prayers and feed- 

back from cottage supervisors and social workers. 

An awareness by the child that they had a spiritual 

nature identified by their acknowledging exposure to 

a faith denomination that was a meaningful part of their 

personal identity was being articulated. 

A sense of Church was indicated by their communal desire 

to share their beliefs and worship as a group. When 

the activity of liturgy or instruction was canceled 

the children questioned and showed concern. 

A realization that a choice of belief was their personal 

decision developed and was articulated according to 

their proper situation. 

It was clear that our Mission Goals are being realized. 

The planned and scheduled activity of Liturgy and 

Instruction were established and integrated into the regular 

activities of the Home. The creation of a holy space for 

worship both in the shelters and the Convent Chapel produced 

a visual display of gathering as Church and provided a 

place for religious experience. This was done simply by 

showing reverence for the Bible, giving it a special place, 

presenting pictures that depicted Gospel story events,  
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and the use of symbolic objects. Dialogue in prayer and 

discussion between Catechist and children encouraged the 

articulation of faith that was coherent at their level 

of understanding. Explanation teaching and video 

presentations on doctrinal themes enhanced the experience 

and small gifts of rosaries and holy cards shared the 

devotion of expression in response to the love of God. 

The monthly Mass introduced them to sacramental life. 

The difficulty observed in instruction was a lack 

of reading and writing skills, which produced much frustra- 

tion for the children and would cause withdrawal of parti- 

cipation for the older ones. This was changed when music 

or artistic activity was presented. What could not be 

expressed in words could be expressed in pictures and the 

pain of thought was healed by the feeling of music. 

Another difficulty in expressing belief was the atten- 

tion to their differences of race, religion, and sometimes 

language. The difficulty of expressing difference for 

a child is due to their developmental stage. There is 

not enough life experience for them to understand what 

should be compared and they often rely on what adults or 

older peers tell them. If this is negative, a prejudice 

begins to develop, but if positive, a tolerant understanding 

and a curiosity of a difference begins. The young children 

showed more acceptance of difference, but some of the older 

children had developed prejudices and used them as outlets  



Page 34 

for their anger. 

It was clear that there would have to be a develop- 

ment in the future to integrate an emphasis on integrating 

moral values that would encourage better self-esteem and 

the direction for a productive life to overcome the diffi- 

culty of accepting differences, especially for the older 

children. 

There was a consensus that the guidelines for "Cele- 

brating the Lectionary" material were helpful in develop- 

ment of lesson plans and format for the liturgy. A com- 

parison to the CCD programs for parishes according to the 

Light of Faith Series, Focus Series, Benziger Publications, 

and Silver Burdett's program indicated that there was a 

conformity to formation of children in normal circumstances, 

but allowed the freedom and flexibility needed for children 

in crisis. Although our liturgies were simple and short, 

they captured the short attention of such a child and left 

a lasting impression that became a reflective thought from 

the experience that produced fruitful expression. 

Practicalities were then assessed. It was decided 

to keep the scheduled structure of liturgy and instructions 

the same and follow the seasonal calendar of the Catholic 

Church. 

Further material was to be purchased in the CTL 

packets for ages three to eleven. Also, the video series 

recommended by the Archdiocese for morality, "The Gospel  
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According to St. Bernard" would be purchased. These items 

would be on file and stored in a special cabinet for 

Religious Education only. 

The formation of the team was then evaluated. 

Everyone offered the results of their research. The devel- 

opment of a child spiritually, psychologically, and emotion- 

ally had been analysed to some degree through reading 

resources, project experiences, and reflection on personal 

family situations and shared. The books "Children & Society" 

by Erikson and "Let This Mind Be In You" by Moore were 

recommended for study and gaining insights to understand 

the transformation that occurs from childhood to adulthood. 

There was a clear indication that all the ministers had 

developed different types of relationships with the children 

and were often identified by the roles of teacher, parent, 

or Church lady that came to them to talk about God. There 

was full realization by each that the traumatic experiences 

of the children could not be fully understood or entered 

into, but as compassionate and firm companions we enabled 

them to work through depression, apathy, anger, and other 

emotions as we offered solace, patience and hope. 

Hope was the most evident outcome of our evaluation. 

There was an expression of this by the children as they 

grew in looking forward to their life moving in new direc- 

tions as they were reunited with family, placed in foster 

homes, or adopted. Even if it was happening at the moment  
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there was the feeling being expressed that their future 

held possibilities that were good for them. The atmosphere 

in the Home shelters showed improvement. 

Finally attention was turned to extension of future 

development of the program. Most important would be further 

dialogue and detailed planning of the sessions with the 

children. One-to-one pastoral counseling could be offered. 

The movement toward sacramental life could be facilitated 

for a child desiring it through preparation for Catholics 

according to the neighboring parish program and for children 

of other faith denominations by contacting a minister to 

allow the child progress in their own element. Finally, 

the encouragement of the staff to promote religious activity 

and to use this as a tool for guiding the behavioral 

incentive as a means of non-violent intervention in time 

of crisis. 

Most of the Ministerial Team attended prayer meetings, 

diocesan certification classes and workshops. Fr. Bob, 

the Director, offered to give a week-end retreat with a 

focus on Story Theology. The recruitment of new ministers 

would be promoted and in-service formation would be provided 

when needed by the Coordinator. A network with the Rel. 

Education Office of the Diocese to facilitate supervision 

and recognition of Rel. Ed. in the Home would be initiated 

by the Coordinator. 

The meeting was attended by the Director, Coordinator,  



Catechists, and the Home Staff Volunteer Coordinator and 

was concluded with a Mass and refreshments. 

 



V. PRESENTATION OF RESULTS 

The results of our response to Fr. Bob Tywoniak's 

pastoral concern became an evident evangelical process 

integrated into a formation program for children. It ini- 

tiated a child into knowledge of God, an inquiry that led 

to an awareness of spirituality in their nature and a de- 

cision to believe in God. It introduced an experience 

of worship on a personal and communal basis and exposed 

them to sacramental life and morality as a means to sus- 

tain their spirituality and give them hope that life is 

can be significantly fulfilled. 

The smallest child seemed to benefit by the solace 

that prayer offers. Many children responded spontaneously 

to all types of prayers. They were eager to learn the 

traditional Christian prayers, especially the Lord's Prayer. 

At one particular time three brothers came to the 

Home and were placed in residence. They had been so 

neglected that they had no idea of self-control at any 

time. They ranged in age from four to six. They required 

a one-on-one supervisory attention. However, whenever 

there was instruction on Tuesday evening and there were 

prayers, the six year old boy became very quiet and listened 

intently. When it was time to leave, he would approach 

the minister and ask her to say the Lord's Prayer with 

him. He would hold her hand and repeat the words slowly.  
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The supervisor would be apprehensive, but there proved 

to be no concern, as the child was clearly content and 

pacified. He often came to Mass and one day asked the 

me, the Coordinator, if I remembered him. He told me that 

he knew my name. I answered that I remembered him and 

also, knew his name. He asked me what it was and when 

I replied correctly, the look on his face became a very 

tender one and he took hold of my hand and placed his face 

on it in a loving gesture. The reality of the love we 

reflected and the gift of his knowing that such a person 

loved God clearly indicated that the seeds of faith were 

planted in his memory and it could be trusted that God 

blessed and did not forsake this small child. It made 

the impression that our ministry, though new, experimental, 

and not obviously accomplishing a great deal, was indeed 

a most important task of evangelism. The love and word 

of God were indeed being proclaimed to the least of our 

brothers. 

Easter Sunday proved to be a unique celebration. 

After working with the children for the six weeks of Lent 

and focusing on repentance rather than sin, as a healing 

process for the wrong things in life, the children came 

to a climax of celebration. They became a Church family 

that gathered to worship. Two little girls that had come 

to the shelter, had been in Catholic school and preparing 

for their First Communion, were concerned that they would  
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not be able to receive the Sacrament. Due to our program, 

we continued their preparation, cleared their documents, 

and they made their communion in the Convent Chapel at 

the Mass that Fr. Bob celebrated with the children on Easter 

Sunday. This left a lasting impression on many of the 

children who shared the experience and began to ask us 

to explain the meaning of Sacraments and sacramental life. 

The children became very knowledgeable in the parts 

of the Mass. On one occasion when a youth group from a 

neighboring parish came to the monthly Mass, the children 

from the Home participated more knowingly than the teen- 

agers who had come to minister to them. The showed 

eagerness to be participants at all the liturgies. 

Discussions on the Gospel Stories were relative and it 

was clear that these children, exposed to life situations 

far beyond their years, were learning to interpret good 

and bad and sort out a path for their own unique journey. 

Their counseling sessions were improving. 

The positive aspects of the program began to lead 

to fruitful events. An adolescent boy was finally able 

to be reunited with his family. Three children in one 

family that had been difficult to place in a foster home 

and would probably have to be adopted because their mother 

had psychotic problems and would not be able to take care 

of them, were placed. Three other children in a family 

were also viewing positive changes from the Home to a family  
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situation. Of course, these positive aspects could not 

all be attributed to our ministerial efforts, but they 

clearly helped in the therapy of rehabilitation and 

encouraged good behavior and hopeful perspective in them 

personally. 

The adolescent children were first to notice the 

difference in faith denominations and voiced their remem- 

brances of Church in their personal backgrounds. Some com- 

plained that they were not Catholics and questioned why 

that was our focus and why they should have to attend Mass. 

This continued even after Fr. Bob's session with them to 

explain that all Christians worshiped the same God and 

they agreed that there was no coercion to become Catholics 

and were often allowed to express themselves freely at 

the services in the manner that they were accustomed accord- 

ing to their personal faith denominations. Even Jewish 

and Muslim faiths worshiped the same God and accepted Jesus 

as a prophet, was explained and accepted. However, the 

older children encouraged by some of the staff and their 

own peers began to complain and realize that they could 

manipulate attention. 

We looked very closely at this occurrence and dis- 

covered that two girls were the instigators. One child 

was particularly influential on the other and both experi- 

enced much depression and low self-esteem. They were black 

and felt the prejudices against their minority group and  
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clearly needed to feel an identity of worth. Ministering 

to this need became my personal project. I discovered 

an Afro-American Civic group of women that were teachers 

and committed to developing the self-esteem and meeting 

the needs to encourage adolescent black girls to fruitful 

and productive lives. Acting as liason between them and 

the girls social workers, they were enabled to attend 

meetings and introduced to a community of their peers and 

race that they could accept and helped to change their 

behavior and give them positive rather than negative per- 

spectives. This eventually led to placing them in family 

situations and clearly proved to be instrumental in their 

rehabilitation both spiritually and emotionally. Once again 

the ministerial task proved to be an effective part of 

the life at the Catholic Home for Children. 

The negative complaints of the children was the factor 

that surfaced resistance in the staff and indicated their 

apprehensions and misunderstanding of our task. This was 

later corrected at a meeting with them and many came to 

understand that Catholicism was not the emphasis, but 

Christian aspects grounded in Catholicism because of the 

ministers and the institution being Catholic was the thera- 

peutic tool that allowed the children to understand spirit. 

Since the Home has governmental connections, many on the 

staff are not Catholic, many pertain to cults such as 

Jehovah Witnesses, and some are atheists. However, they  
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have accepted that religion is for the benefit of the 

children and certainly helps in their rehabilitation. Our 

response by the Rel. Ed. program has made their task easier, 

and decidedly helped Fr. Bob. This acceptance has firmly 

established a needed activity and laid the groundwork for 

a position of a Pastoral Assistant, recognized by the 

Bishop, for the future. The volunteer position of Director 

of Rel. Ed. has been established by the Coordinator and 

is now fully recognized as a Diocesan program of CCD by 

the Religious Education Dept. of the Archdiocese of Miami, 

accomplishing another Mission Goal. 

Finally, the Team is firmly committed to the ministry 

and has felt fully rewarded in many ways. Only the deacon, 

whose duties became heavy, had to leave. There were many 

times when a minister wondered if what was being done was 

worthwhile. When the children were rambunctious, 

inattentive, and unruly, or the staff seemed to resent 

having the liturgy or instruction, it was depressing. Some- 

times it seemed an effort to go and carry out their task, 

but everytime they did, they were rewarded by a child's 

response that left the impression that God was acting 

through them and they were His instrument. This re-enforced 

their motivation to continue and helped them to overcome 

negative moments. 

The minister that had been a foster parent with no 

CCD teaching background, volunteered in her Parish because  
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she received such joy in her efforts and wanted more 

experience. She is receiving more training and because 

of the insights she gained in living her sacramental life 

more fully, is teaching a First Communion class. She claims 

that the children in the Home are more insightful and 

understand the meaning of faith and how to live it than 

the children in her parish that experience normal family 

life. She continues in her commitment and has discovered 

a gift and meaning in life and has much to offer. 

The ministers that are professional teachers have 

deepened their personal prayer lives and extend to their 

professions a growth and inspiration that is effective 

both for themselves and the children they teach. Their 

family lives are deeply effected and examples to their 

spouse and children of their devotion. One is clearly 

committed to Mary, the Mother of God. She shares her de- 

votion with the children and they have welcomed Mary as 

someone they can turn to when they have the pain of no 

earthly mother to console them. Through this mother they 

have come to know God better. The other minister, a mu- 

sician has been instrumental in leading the children to 

understand a joyful expression in worship. Both have grown 

as they walked with the children as spiritual companions. 

Fr. Bob has been animated and continues to support 

the group. He is patient, tolerant, and been given more 

expansive duties concerning the placement and adoption  
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of the children. We remind him that first of all he is 

a priest and he in turn encourages us a lay persons that 

we too are ministers in God plan and we must play a part 

in furthering the Kingdom. 

As Coordinator, I have become more aware of the need 

for evangelism of children. I have come to understand 

the ministry of Jesus better, as I minister to the painful 

needs of these small children. I have become more aware 

of suffering, how it is endured and transformed, and feel 

blessed to be an instrument that reflects the healing love 

of God. I have come to understand that even the smallest 

act of proclaiming God is immensely effective and produces 

movement toward good in the world and that this is the 

profound responsibility of each Christian. TI have been 

thankful of the gifts and talents God gives me for my task, 

but am deeply aware that without the Holy Spirit to guide 

and help me that I would not accomplish anything. TI have 

come to understand the difference between a religious pro- 

gram that entertains and one that deeply effects a person 

on a consistent ordinary level. This has motivated me 

to strive toward more knowledge of God in order to serve 

Him better and has encouraged me to study Theology and 

commit myself to a contemplative life as a lay Carmelite. 

The results of this pastoral project has been an 

experiment in the Rite of Initiation for Children and has 

shed much light and gainful insights into the behavior  
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of children and the development of their spiritual nature. 

Especially the child in crisis, who has no parental example 

of love, that there is hope and they are not foresaken 

when God provides instruments in the persons of ministers 

that are willing to walk a faith journey and be their 

spiritual companions. It confirms that the powerful word 

of God should be the basis of catechesis and certainly 

fulfills an institutional need for the institutionalized 

child. 

 



APPENDIX A 

Catholic Home for Children Brochure of Information 

Development of Primary-Age Children 
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF PRIMARY-AGE CHILDREN 
  
  

Psychological Development of Psychological Development of 
Seven-Year-Olds Eight-Year-Olds 

Observable Responses: Implications For Catechists Observable Responses: Implications For Catechists 

e Seven-year-olds are active learners. They like eo Eight-year-olds are still very active learners 

to explore with their hands and make things. and on the go. They like organized games, 

They learn best through doing. They enjoy both to play and to watch. Use drama, board 

songs, rhythm, and stories — both listening games, simulation experiences, and crafts. 

and telling. Vary the pace of the lesson and 

include songs, rhythmic poems, drama, and 

stories where they can take part in the telling. 

Use craft activities to reinforce the theme of the 

day. 

¢ Eight-year-olds are learning to read with 

greater ease and satisfaction. They like to 

show off their skills. Provide opportunities for 
them to show their leadership. Let them read a 

e Seven-year-olds are just beginning to read verse from the Bible, make a sign, or take 

and can print simple sentences. Most of the attendance. 

lesson should be oral — storytelling, drama, 

etc. Reading and writing will be new and 

frustrating for them. 

¢ Eight-year-olds value social relations. They 

like stories that deal with human relationships 
and feelings. When telling a story, highlight the 

e Seven-year-olds want the approval of adults feelings of people in the story and draw out the 

and are generally cooperative. Take a children’s feelings about the story. Use small- 
personal interest in each child. Welcome them group activities. 

every week and affirm their participation and 

growth. e Eight-year-olds are beginning to be 
: - ; \ interested in travel. They like far-away places 

e Seven-year-olds often lack confidence in their and outer space. Let your stories include 

own abilities and are often afraid to meet children from other parts of the world. 

new challenges. Continually affirm each 

child’s participation. Do not be too quick to 

help them in the construction of their projects. 

Encourage them. 

eo Eight-year-olds have become aware of good 

and evil. This is the age when children are 

often exposed to the possibility of shoplifting 

and begin to struggle with their own sense of 
e Seven-year-olds still think very concretely. right and wrong. Tell stories about God's 

They see God as the creator of the universe forgiveness and gift of strength for beginning 

and are inclined to ask God to give them again. Make sure they experience forgiveness 

things. Affirm their prayers, but begin to and acceptance from you. Introduce projects 
encourage them to include others in their that express concer for people in oppressive 

prayers. situations throughout the world. 

e Eight-year-olds are becoming interested in 

the Bible. They want to know how it was 

written and about the people who wrote it. 

They are beginning to ask questions about 

God. Make sure children know which stories 

you tell come from the Bible. Occasionally, 

read a verse directly from the Bible or 
lectionary or let a child do so. This is a good 
time to present children with their own Bibles, 

perhaps in connection with their First Eucharist. 
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SAMPLE UNIT - ALL LEVELS 

elebrating 
The Lectionary 
  

  

  

1990-91 

A Grassoots Curriculum 

for Roman Catholic 

Catechesis and Celebration  



  

  

  

INTRODUCTION 

The CTL Story 

Celebrating the Lectionary is a Roman Catholic 
curriculum that developed from a curriculum in 
Western Canada. Volunteers from 25 or so Protes- 

tant churches decided to write their own Sunday 

School curriculum. They wanted a curriculum that 

e was organized around the lectionary 

e honored children as people in their own 
right, not as adults-in-training 

e made it possible for children to worship with 
adults, whenever possible 

e was social-justice oriented 

e was written inclusively 

e stressed teacher-training 

e honored the various Christian traditions 

Their first efforts were successful and, follow- 

ing a magazine article about their efforts, requests 
for sample packets poured in. The writing team 
could not handle the flood of requests and, in 1986, 

Wood Lake Books arranged with them to publish 
an edition for the United Church of Canada. 

The curriculum spread through Canada like a 
prairie fire — and in 1988 Wood Lake added an edi- 
tion written for the Anglican Church of Canada. At 

about the same time, Wood Lake invited Resource 

Publications, Inc., to develop an edition for Roman 
Catholics in the United States. Celebrating the Lec- 
tionary 1990-1991 is the fruit of that agreement. 

Why lectionary-based catechesis? 

Lectionary-based catechesis is the wave of the 

future in the Roman Catholic church. The benefits 

are many: 

the readings beforehand can participate 
more fully in the Sunday liturgy. These 
better prepared worshipers, be they adults or 
children, will be more enthusiastic 

(God-filled) about Sunday worship. They 
will listen better, sing better, and respond 
better than they did before. They will 
improve the experience for everyone else. 
Parents find that children can contribute a 
few words about the gospel on the ride home 
because they've actually heard it. 

Lectionary-based catechesis is more effective 

pedagogy: This is because Sunday worship 

reinforces the weekday lesson. They've 
studied the season. They've studied the 
Gospel. They’ve had an experience based on 

it. When they see the colored vestments, they 

are once again immersed in the season and 

tradition. When they hear the reading 

proclaimed, it reminds them of the 
experience they had based on this reading. 

And if the homilist strikes the same theme, 

they are reminded again. 

Lectionary-based catechesis allows everyone 

in the parish to study the same thing at the 

same time: Parents, brothers, sisters, 

neighbors are all working from the same 
readings and the same themes. This creates a 

sense of community, is more effective 
pedagogy, and definitely improves the 
chances for communication between parent 
and child. Knowing that they are studying 
the same things adults are studying helps 
children feel important and members of the 
community. 

Lectionary-based catechesis is 

Scripture-based: This is a great way to get 
adults and children familiar with key Bible 

stories and interested in further study. 

Perhaps you can think of more reasons why lec- 
tionary-based catechesis is the best way to go. We'd 

love to hear your thoughts. 

e Lectionary-based catechesis goes to the 

heart of Christian teaching: The heart of 

Christian teaching is the paschal mystery, the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Because the lectionary and the church year 
are designed to tell the story of the paschal 
mystery, lectionary-based catechesis can’t £ GOOD NE 
help but stay on course. 10 THE GOO Ws 

e Lectionary-based catechesis enhances 

Sunday worship: Anyone who has studied 
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CTL: WHAT IS IT? 

The curriculum for Celebrating the Lectionary is 
composed of a variety of sheets, each with a par- 
ticular use. The following is a description of each 

kind of sheet that appears in the teaching packets. 

What are the 

Unit Background Sheets? 

The Unit Background Sheets show an overview 
of the lesson, give seasonal background, explain the 

Unit Theme in relation to the readings, and often 

will note a lesson preparation that requires more 

than one week of planning. You can easily recog- 

nize Unit Background Sheets by the black stripe at 
the top of the page. There are six units in each year. 

What is a 
Sunday Background Sheet? 

Each Background Sheet lists the date, the read- 

ings, the title or (feast) of the Sunday, and a few 
comments on each of the readings. It usually in- 
cludes the historical context (when was text written, 

to whom, and why?) and the literary setting (what kind 
of writing is this? what part of the book does this story 
come from ?). The Background Sheet tries to link 
the readings together and explain them in relation 

to the weekly theme. You can recognize the Sunday 

Background Sheet by its gray bar on the top. 

What are Children’s Liturgy of 
the Word suggestions? 

These are on the back of the Sunday Back- 

ground Sheet. They are meant to be used by those 

leading Sunday Children’s Liturgy of the Word. 

They are written for six-to-nine-year-olds who leave 

Mass to hear the Word proclaimed at a child’s 
level. It is not intended to take the place of 
catechesis and is not necessary for regular catecheti- 
cal programs. Next year (1991-92) the Children’s 
Liturgy of the Word will be a separate packet. 

What is the Lesson Plan? 

The Lesson Plan is the heart of the catechetical 
packet. Think of the lesson plan as a recipe, which 

you can adapt as necessary. Each of the lesson plans 
is divided into the following components (the titles 

for Nursery are slightly different): 

e Purpose: This phrase gives the general 
direction of the lesson. 

e Preparation: This section gives a list of the 
materials needed and the steps you should 
take before the session begins. 

Opening: For children, we suggest an 

opening song, attendance-taking, the 

birthday acknowledgments, and a prayer. 

Adults have a variety of prayers suggested. 

There are ideas for openings in the 
Resource section of the Catechist’s 

Supplement. Plan about 5 minutes. 

Introducing the Theme: This part of the 
lesson awakens the interest for what is to 
follow. It is usually an active experience that 
helps the participants focus on their own 
lives. About 5 minutes. Occasionally much 
longer. 

Exploring the Theme: For children, this is 

most often the Bible story, told in drama, 

flannelgraph, pictures, etc. Sometimes it is a 
story or modern experience based on the 
Bible. Adults usually discuss one of more of 

the readings. Time varies with age level. 

Integrating the Theme: This section tries to 

bring together the participant’s experience 
with the Sunday readings. For children, it 

may be a take-home activity, a craft, or a 

group project. Adults often read and write. 
About 17 minutes. 

Closing: This closes the session. The 
standard closing is to gather in a circle, join 
hands, and recite the Lord’s Prayer. Adults 

have a variety of closing prayers derived from 

the lesson. 
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What is an Activity Sheet? 

The Activity Sheet is a handout 
that you are free to photocopy. The 
left-hand corner has a loaf-and-fish 
symbol that indicates it’s okay to 
multiply this sheet. Some lessons do 
not have Activity Sheets. The loaf- 

and-fish symbol also appears in other parts of the 
packet, indicating permission to photocopy the 
material on that page. 

What is a Resource Sheet? 

The Resource Sheet is an additional sheet in a 

specific lesson plan. The patterns for flannelgraph 
characters needed for storytelling, the story itself, 

and additional craft patterns are all things found on 
a Resource Sheet. It is meant for catechist’s use and 

‘is not meant to be photocopied or handed out. 

What are Teaching Pictures? 

Samples of these drawings appear in the back 
of your packet. The lesson plans refer to them. 
(There are no Teaching Pictures in the Adult Pack- 
et.) These pictures are sometimes shown when a 
story is told. They will work better if they are 

painted ahead of time with water colors and 
mounted on construction paper. Some parishes or- 
ganize resource teams who do this for the catechists. 

What is the 
Catechist Supplement? 

This is additional resource with each teaching 

packet. (In the Adult packet, it is called a Leader 
Supplement.) In the Supplement there are sugges- 

tions for preparation, (for the Nursery packet: the 
pattern for Charlie Churchmouse), information on 
the particular age group, skills for effective catechiz- 
ing, alternative craft ideas, games, and activities. 
For all groups except Adults, there is printed music 
which can be photocopied by the catechist for use 
with the curriculum during the year. (Adult music 
suggestions are references to Glory and Praise and 

Worship 111.) Each teaching packet has a Supple- 
ment. Sample pages from several Supplements are 
included in this packet. 

Where can I learn more? 

For additional information on this program, 
see the free information booklet. If you did not 
receive this booklet, you can request one from: 

Resource Publications, Inc. 

160 E. Virginia Street #290 

San Jose, CA 95112 

(800) 736-7600 
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Skills You Can Use 

Storytelling 

A key ingredient in our Judeo-Christian heritage 
has always been storytelling. The CTL curriculum uses 
many kinds of stories to hold a child’s attention: 

e Flannelgraph. This is good for stories that 

have characters who move in and out of the 
story. You will need a board or large 
cardboard covered with felt. Your Beginner 
Packet provides flannelgraph patterns that 
you can cut out and mount on felt or coarse 
sandpaper. Hand out the pieces to the 
children and ask them to place them on the 
board at the right time. You can set the 
flannelgraph out so that the children can 
retell the story themselves. Store pieces in a 
ziplock bag, envelope, or file folder. 

e Fingerplays: These encourage participation, 
develop memory, and absorb attention. 
Several fingerplays are found elsewhere in 
this supplement. 

e Clothesline. This is especially good for stories 
where you want to convey a timeline. 

e Puppets. Hand puppets bring characters 

alive. Stick puppets give children a chance to 
have their own characters participate in the 
story. 

e Teaching Pictures. These help present key 
images and allow children to finish telling the 
story based on what they see in the pictures. 
A variation of this, the Flashcard Story, 

allows you to show the picture while checking 

the narrative on the back. 

e Participation Story. These allow the children 

to act out or make appropriate motions 
during the narrative. 

e Storybook. Similar to Teaching Picture in 
that the illustrations aid in the telling. 

e Straight Narrative. This is the most difficult 
because it relies purely on the skills of 
storyteller. 

e Acting Out. Even young children love to act 
out stories. Bible stories are made more 

exciting if towels and ties are used for 

headdresses. 

Storytelling Tips 

Even with props, the story must come through the 

teller — not only through the voice but through facial 
expressions, especially the eyes. 

e Learn to tell the story in your own words so 
that you can maintain eye contact with your 
audience. If you need to, glance occasionally 
at the story. For this purpose, mark five or six 
key words with a yellow highlighter. 

e If you find you are losing the attention of 
children, ask some questions to bring the 
group back with you again. 

e Visuals help keep children focused and help 
them remember the story. But visuals 
shouldn’t remain static. Talk about the 
pictures. Ask questions about who is in the 
picture and what is happening. Flannelgraph 
is helpful for young children, especially if they 
can hold a piece and become part of the story 
themselves. 

e If your read from a book, hold it facing the 
children and read it from the side. Again, 
stop periodically to ask questions about the 
pictures. 

e If you ask a question, don’t be afraid to wait 
for an answer. If no answer is forthcoming, 
rephrase the question. Use questions that 
cannot be answered “yes” or “no.” 

¢ Enliven your story with dialogue, action 
words, sound effects, and facial expressions. 

Make faces, cry, and laugh. 

e Storytelling is an art that grows through 
practice. Try practicing in front of a mirror or 
with your own children to gain confidence. If 
you have access to a video camera, record 
yourself and see how you’re doing. 

Puppet Tips 

e Have puppets tell the whole story. It doesn’t 
matter if children see you operating the 
puppet. 

¢ Use a puppet to tell what happened. For 
example, “Jesus was in Jerusalem at the time 
of ... and this is what happened.” 
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Closing Songs and Prayers 

We suggest a regular closing ritual such as joining 

in a circle and singing the “Leaving Song.” Other 
possibilities: 

Closing Prayer 

We thank you O God 

For this time to pray 

For the songs and the stories 

That teach us your way 

We smile as we leave 

’Cause all of us know 

That you will be with us 

Wherever we go. 

Passing the Peace 
The person beginning turns to a person nearby. 

With hands folded, as if in prayer, the first person says, 
“Peace be with you.” The second person places his or 
her hands around the first person’s hands and says, 
“And with you.” Passing the peace can also be done 
more informally. 

  

Our Senses 

| Can See The Blue Sky 

I can see the blue sky, 

The white clouds and you. 

I can see the green grass, 

The red flowers and you. 

I can see the yellow sun, 

The black cat and you. 

Thank you God 

That I can see 

The beautiful world 

You made for me. 

Thank you God for life. 

  

Actions: 
I (Point to self) 

See (Make two circles with fingers and look 

through) 

Sky (Draw hand through the air) 

Clouds (Both hands shape a cloud) 

You (Point to a friend) 

Grass (Touch the earth) 

Flowers (Smell flowers) 
Sun (draw sun with hands) 
Cat (stroke cat) 

Thank (Fold hands in prayer) 

| Wonder 
(Tune: “My Bonnie Lies Over The Ocean”) 

(verse only) 

I wonder how God makes the snow fall. 

I wonder how God makes the sun. 

I wonder how God makes the stars shine. 

1 wonder how God makes each one. 

I love all the colors of the rainbow. 

I love all the flowers in spring. 

I love all the shells from the ocean. 

I love how God makes everything. 

I’m glad that God made us each special. 

I’m glad that we all can be friends. 

We love and we care for each other. 

God’s love for us never will end. 

Eyes To See With 

(With actions) 

  

Eyes to see with, 

Ears to hear with 

Nose to smell with, 

Feet to run with, 

And my teeth to chew 

I’m a lucky child, 

Aren’t you? 

(Leader stands separate from the group and 

calls for various colors of clothing, etc.) 

Use your eyes, use your eyes, (point to eye) 

You can look and see (make circles with 

fingers around eyes); 

If you have brown shoes, 

Come and stand by me. 

Game: | Spy With My Little Eye 
Leader says, “I spy with my little eye, something 

that is (red).” The children then name the red things 
that are in the room. The child who guesses correctly 
becomes the leader. Descriptions can be the color, size 
or shape of an object, depending on the age and ex- 
perience of the children. 
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CELEBRATING THE LECTIONARY 
Overview of the Year 

  

 



CELEBRATING THE LECTIONARY 1990-91: 

_Agrassroots currigulum for Roman Catholic Catechesis and Celebration 

UNIT I: Journeying Together as a People of God 
  

September 2 22nd Sunday Jer 20:7-9; Ps 63; Rom 12:1-2; 

Mt 16:21-27 

A Hard Road 

(CLOW only) 
  

September 9 23rd Sunday Ez 33:7-9; Ps 95; Rom 13:8-10; 

Mt 18:15-20 

Watching Out for Each 
Other (CLOW only) 

  

September 16 24th Sunday Sir 27:30-28:7; Ps 103; 

Rom 14:7-9; Mt 18:21- 35 

Starting Over 

  

September 23 25th Sunday Is 55:6-9; Ps 145; 

Phil 1:20-24,27; Mt 20:1-16 

Choosing To Live God's 
Way 

  

September 30 26th Sunday Ez 18:25-28; Ps 125; 

Phil 2:1-11; Mt 21:28-32 

Actions Speak Louder 
Than Words 

  

October 7 27th Sunday 

UNIT II: God’s Community of Shalom 

Is 5:1-7; Ps 80: Phil 4:6-9; 
Mt 21:33-43 

Thanksgiving 

  

October 14 28th Sunday Is 25:6-10; Ps 23; 

Phil 4:12-14, 19-20; Mt 22:1-14 

Celebrating Shalom 

  

October 21 29th Sunday  1s45:1,4-6;Ps96; 1 Thes 1:1-5; 
Mt 22:15- 21 

Accepting God's Rule 

  

October 28 30th Sunday Ex 22:20-26; Ps 18; 

1 Thes 2:1-8; Mt 22:34- 40 

Sharing 

  

November 4 31st Sunday Mal 1:14 - 2:2, 8-10; Ps 131; 

1 Thes 2:7-9,13; Mt 23:1-12 

Living Shalom 

  

November 11 32nd Sunday Wis 6:12-16; Ps 63; 

1 Thes 4:13-18; Mt 25:1-13 

Being Prepared for 
Christ's Return 

  

November 18 33rd Sunday Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31; Ps 

128; 1 Thes 5:1-6; Mt 25:14-30 
Using Our Talents 

  

November 25 Christ the King 

UNIT lil: Preparing, Celebrating, and Growing 

Ez 34: 11-12, 15-17, Ps 23; 

1Cor 15:20-26, 28, Mt 25: 31-46 
Living in Peace 

  

December 2 1st Advent Is 63:16-17;64:2-7; Ps 80; 

1 Cor 1:3-9; Mk 13:33-37 
We Prepare With Hope 

  

December 9 2nd Advent Is 40:1-5,9-11; Ps 85; 

2 Peter 3:8-14; Mark 1:1-8 

We Prepare For Peace 

  

December 16 3rd Advent Is 61:1-2,10-11; 

Lk 1:46-50, 53-54; 

1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 

We Prepare With Joy 

  

December 23 4th Advent 2 Sm 7:1-5; 8-11,16; Ps 89; 

Rom 16: 25-27; Lk 1:26-38 

We Prepare With Love 

    

December 30 Holy Family Sir 3:2-6, 12-14; Ps 128; 

Col 3:12-21; Lk 2:22-40 

Right Relationship 
(CLOW only) 

  

January 6 Epiphany Is 60:1-6; Ps 72; Eph 3:2-3,5-6; 

Mt 2:1-12 

Christ Our Light and Ruler 
Appears (CLOW only) 

  

January 13 Baptism of the Lord Is 42:1-4, 6-7; Ps 29; Acts 

10:34- 38; Mark 1:7-11 

Baptism and Belonging 
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UNIT IV: Recognizing and Responding to God’s Call 

  

January 20 1 Sm 3:3-10,19; Ps 40; 1 Cor 

6:13-15, 17-20; Jn 1: 35-42 

2nd Sunday Feeling God's Call 

  

January 27 Jon 3:1-5,10; Ps 25; 
1 Cor 7:29-31: Mk 1:14-20 

3rd Sunday God Calls Again and Again 

  

February 3 

February 10 ~thounday. 1.7.7 

4th Sunday Dt 18:15-20; Ps 95; 1 Cor 7:32- 
35; Mk 1:21-28 

Jb714,67, P5147; | 
1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23; 
Mk 1:29-39 

UNIT V: God’s Covenant With Us 

Called to Follow Jesus 

“Recognizingand ~~ 
Responding to God's 

Healing Love 

  

February 17 1st Lent Gn 9:8-15: Ps 25: 1 Pt 3:18-22; 
Mk 1:12-15 : 

God's Covenant With All 

Creation 
  

February 24 2nd Lent Gn 22:1-2, 9, 10-13,15-18; Ps 

116; Rom 8: 31-34; Mk 9:2-10 

God's Covenant Leads to 

Life 
  

March 3 3rd Lent Ex 20:1-17; Ps 19; 1 Cor 1:22- 

25; Jn 2:13-25 

Keeping the Covenant 

  

March 10 2 Chr 36:14-17, 19-23; Ps 137; 
Eph 2:4-10; Jn 3:14-21 

4th Lent Hope in the Midst of 
Brokenness 

  

March 17 5th Lent Jer31:31-34; Ps 51; Heb 5: 7-9; 

Jn 12:20-33 

A New Covenant 

  

March 24 Passion/Palm Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16; 

Is 50:4-7; Ps 22: Phil 2:6-11; 

Mk 14:1-15:47 

UNIT VI: Jesus’ Disciples Carry on His Work 

The Events of Holy Week 

  

March 31 

April? 

Easter Acts 10:34, 37-43; Ps 118; 

Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6- 8; 

Jn 20:1-9 
  

Alleluia, Christ is Risen! 
(Intergenerational Liturgy 

only) 
  

2nd Easter 
1Jn 5:1-6; Jn 20:19-31 

Recognizing Jesus Is Alive 

and Among Us 
  

April 14 3rd Easter Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; Ps 4; 

1Jn 2:1-5; Lk 24:35-48 

The Joy of the Good News 
Turns into Action 

  

4th Easter Acts 4:8-12; Ps 118; 1Jn 3:1-2; 

Jn 10:11-18 

The Cost of Following 
Jesus’ Way 

  

April 28 5th Easter Acts 9:26-31; Ps 22; 

1Jn 3:18-24; Jn 15:1-8 

A World of Happy 

Differences 
  

May 5 6th Easter Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48; 

Ps 98; 1Jn 4:7-10; Jn 15:9-17 

Commanded to Love 

Everyone 
  

May 12 7th Easter Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Ps 103; 

1Jn4:11-16; Jn 17:11-19 

Sent Into the World 

  

May 19 Pentecost Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104; 1 Cor 12: 

3-7, 12-13; Jn 20:19-23 

CLOW = Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

Empowered by the Spirit 
(CLOW and Adult only) 
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Celebrating the Seasons - A Prayer Session Sample 
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THE STRUCTURE 

OF CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Because CLOW is a Liturgy of the Word, it must 
have a Liturgy of the Word structure. However, because 
children cannot handle words as well as adults and have 
shorter attention spans, the structure needs to be 
simplified. The CLOW liturgy outlines were written with 
six- to nine-year-olds in mind, but the following com- 
ments about structure apply as well to older children. 

Gathering 

The children gather in the main worship space 
with their parents or guardians. This is important be- 
cause it establishes their presence in the community at 
large. By being baptized, they have become members 
of the whole people of God. They are not members- 
in-training. 

Dismissal 

The presider dismisses the children for their own 
Liturgy of the Word immediately after the Opening 
Prayer (collect). This can work most smoothly if the 

presider invites them to assemble at the front, gives 
them a blessing, and then dismisses them. They can 
process out behind an adult lector carrying a lectionary 
(or a candle or a banner). This processional can be in 

formal columns or in an informal cluster. 

Centering 

This is our term for helping the children make the 
transition between the main worship area and their 
own CLOW space. Do whatever works. A little prayer. 
A song. Or just some instrumental music to quiet them 
down as they get settled in. We have provided some 
instrumental music, Centering Music, for this purpose 
and made some suggestions for other songs that can 
help children settle in. Once they have quieted down, 
you can begin either the proclamation of the first 
reading or an acclamation for the gospel. 

Proclamation 

The Directory for Masses with Children stipulates 
the reading of at least the gospel. We have often included 
the first reading as well. Since an approved children’s 
lectionary is not available yet, our proclamation sugges- 
tions assume that you will be using an adult lectionary. 

However, as is permitted, we have suggested opening 
remarks, ways to proclaim the readings dramatically, 
and ways to abbreviate them. However, as noted in the 

Directory, a shorter reading is not always better than 

a longer reading. Much depends upon the text — and 

the quality of the proclamation. After the first reading, 
the children say “Thanks be to God.” 

Psalm 

The Psalm is intended to be a response to the first 
reading. The children should sing the Psalm, even if 
the verses are recited. The Psalm can be simple, even 
the same from week to week. This is why it is important 
to get a music minister involved. Psalms for each unit 
are available on Psalms and Acclamations, which is 

available in the form of a sing-along tape and an ac- 

companiment songbook. 

Acclamation 

Like the Psalm, this is important and should be 

sung. Except for Lent, the people’s response is an 

“Alleluia.” Acclamations are for each unit are avail- 

able on Psalms and Acclamations, which is available in 

the form of a sing-along tape and an accompaniment 
songbook. 

Proclamation 

See above for notes on proclamation. The children 
stand for the Gospel Proclamation and say, “Praise be 
to You, O Christ,” at the end. 

Homily Experience 

This would normally be the most creative part of 
the service. We have suggested stories, activities, dis- 
cussion questions, and meditations which allow 
children to celebrate what they've heard. Because 

adult homilies vary greatly in length, you will have to 
be flexible here. If you have completed what you 
wanted to complete and have not received your signal 
from the usher (they should do so immediately after 
the homily), continue on with your activity or fill-in 
with other songs and activities. Some possibilities are 
in the back of this book. After the signal, go on to the 
Apostles’ Creed. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

You may want to recite the Nicene Creed, the one 
usually done at Mass, on occasion, but the Apostles’ 

Creed is easier for children to understand. Recite this 
in unison, perhaps while joined in a circle. 

Prayer of the Faithful 

Prayers of the Faithful are intended to be interces- 
sionary prayers, not thank-you prayers or other 
litanies. We have made some suggestions, but it is not 
important to be wildly creative so much as to en- 
courage children to offer their prayers to God. 
Children are very good at asking for things — all you 
have to do is honor their natural instincts. A vibrant 
Prayer of the Faithful should become routine after a 

few Sundays. Don’t correct prayers that seem inap- 
propriate (there are none — God can sort things out). 
Do encourage them to pray for other members of the 
human family. And do keep it simple. Don’t start with 
complicated “that” prayers; offer prayers “for” so- 
and-so and “such-and-such.” 

Some Suggestions 

Think liturgically. 
Read the Directory for Masses with Children. Be- 
come familiar with the structure of the Liturgy of 
the Word. Think of yourself as a liturgical mini- 
ster for children: a prayer leader, a lector, a music 
minister, and art-and-environment minister. 

» Get a musician involved. 
Hearty acclamations and responsorials are the 
key to establishing children’s participation in a 

liturgical way. 

* Get good adult lectors. 

Proclaiming for children requires essentially 
the same skills as proclaiming for adults. You 
might look for lectors who have a talent for 
storytelling and who like children. Insist that 
they prepare and rehearse. 

Create a good liturgical environment. 
Drape a lectern or table with cloth in the color 

of the season. If your room is cluttered with 
classroom images and messages, create a tem- 
porary backdrop from fabric behind the ambo. 
Have the children sit in a semi-circle around 

* the ambo. If children sit on the floor, the lector 

might sit behind a small table draped with 
colored cloth. The lector should be able to see 

the children’s faces. 

Use the words of the lectionary, but 
abbreviate them as necessary. 

When the opportunity warrants, have the 
children participate in the proclamation by 
miming the action, creating sounds suitable to 
the story, or taking the role of the crowd. 

» Use an attractive liturgical edition of the 
lectionary if you can. 

If you don’t have a good edition available, make 
lectionary covers appropriate to the season. 
Treat the lectionary or Bible with respect 
during the liturgy. Don’t set it on the floor or 
under your seat. 

» Gather in a circle and join hands for the 
Prayer of the Faithful. 

Use a standard lead-in and response so the 
children can participate from week to week. 
Make this the children’s prayer. Set a tone. 
Pray “for” people (never “that” something may 
happen), but let them pray for whatever they 
need to pray for — even if it’s for new Reeboks. 

» Beware of the temptation to have the 

children trot up their crafts during the 
Presentation of the Gifts. 

This moment is for the bread and wine. 

« Enlist the aid of youth for this program. 
They can begin as helpers and, after Confirma- 
tion, move into more responsible roles. Lector, 

musician, and prayer leader, for example. 

Small Group-Large Group 

Parishes come in all sizes and shapes. We've run 
into parishes that have two or three children in their 
CLOW and some that have forty or more. 

For Small Groups: One adult leader may be able 
to manage, though two would be better. One to lead the 
prayers and proclaim the readings. The other to lead 
the songs and help manage the Homily Experience. In 
a very small group (two or three), you may be tempted 
to break from the structure of the rite. Resist it. 

For Large Groups: Try to have at least one adult 

for every eight children. If you have a prayer leader, a 
musician, and a lector, you should be able to move 32 

children through the ritual fairly easily. For the homily 
experience, break into smaller groups. Enlist parents or 
teenagers explicitly to look after these small groups 
during the homily experience. Build continuity with your 
environment, music, and ministers. Make sure at least 

one person — the prayer leader or musician — is the 
same each week. If the children knowwhat to expect, they 
will participate better and provide fewer problems. 

   



  

  

283 Celebrating the Seasons 
  

To Prepare 

Reader 

Leader 

Have available paper and pencils for all participants. On 
the prayer table place a Bible (open to Psalm 148), an 
empty container, and a stand-up card that reads: All you 
seasons, bless the Lord. Beforehand, make copies of the 
discussion questions for each family group. 

(Very dramatically read this adaptation of Psalm 148.) 

Alleluia! 
Let the heavens praise Yahweh: 
Praise God, heavenly heights, 

Praise God, sun and moon, 
Praise God, all you shining stars. 
All created things, praise the name of Yahweh, 
At whose command you were created. 
Let the earth praise Yahweh: 
Sea monsters and all the deeps, 
Fire and hail, snow and mist, 

Storm winds that fulfill God's command. 

Mountains and hills, 
Orchards and forests, 
Wild beasts and all tame animals, 

All you snakes and birds, 
All of you, 
All created things, 
Praise Yahweh, 
For God’s name alone is exalted 

Above heaven and earth. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

All of the created things we have called upon in this 

prayer are dependent upon the earth’s changes. We call 

these changes seasons. Indeed, the seasons determine 

whether ice and snow or orchards and forests praise 

God. Nature's changes can be violent or they can be 
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All 

Leader 

All 

Reader 

Leader 

wind, for the brown earth awaiting rebirth, for all your 
winter gifts, we thank you. 

For all your winter gifts, we thank you. 

Accept our spring praise: for budding flowers and new 
grass, for warm days and cool nights, for the rebirth that 
witnesses resurrection, for all your spring gifts, we 
thank you. 

For all your spring gifts, we thank you. 

(Go now to the container and, facing the group, lift it 
high.) 

Yahweh, our God, the God of summer, fall, winter, and 
spring, accept our prayers. Accept our praise and our 
pleading, our expressions of joy, and our words of sor- 
row. Just as our Mother Earth changes and renews, so 
let us change and renew. With all created things, we 
praise your name. Amen. Alleluia. 

Amen. Alleluia. 
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subtle. They can alter our way of life or barely affect it. 
They can offer us beauty and grandeur or struggle and 
challenge. In all these ways nature reveals to us the 
power and presence of God. I invite you now to enter 
into the mystery of the seasons. Reflect together and dis- 
cuss this mystery using the following questions (hand 
out copies of these questions): 

*Do you change with the seasons? In what ways? 
*What is your favorite season? In what ways does it 
“speak” to you? 
*What is your least favorite season? What struggles 
does it present? 
*What do the seasons tell you about God? 

(Invite families to discuss and/or write out their an- 
swers. Distribute paper and pencils to all. Allow five 
minutes for this reflection/ discussion.) 

I invite you now to write down your family’s strongest 
impression about the seasons—as a prayer. You can ex- 
press wonder, serenity, anger, struggle, joy, sorrow, 
whatever emotion the seasons evoke in you. When you 
have completed your family prayer, place it in the con- 
tainer on the prayer table. 

(Again, allow sufficient time for this. When all have 
placed their papers in the container, continue.) 

Yahweh, our God, you give us the seasons. May they 
praise you, and may we praise you through them. Ac- 
cept our summer praise: for sunshine, for lakes and all 
bodies of water, for crops growing in the fields, for all 
your summer gifts, we thank you. 

For all your summer gifts, we thank you. 

Accept our autumn praise: for changing colors, for frost, 
for acorns falling, for crops harvested, for all your au- 
tumn gifts, we thank you. 

For all your autumn gifts, we thank you. 

Accept our winter praise: for cold and ice, for snow and 
  

   



  

  

» Readings: Gn 9:8-15; 

Psalm 25; 1 Pt 3:18-22; 
Mk 1:12-15 

The first reading for the begin- 
ning of Lent is a joyous one. The 
beautiful rainbow is a reminder 
of God’s relationship to us. Even 
though Lent is a time of repen- 
tance the church opens the 
season with a sign of hope. 

The story of Noah has a com- 
plicated history in the Bible, but 
simply put, it is an adaptation of 
ancient Near East legends about 

a great flood. Harper's Bible Dic- 
tionary explains that the rainbow 
was thought of as the gods’ 
weapon of war, shooting thunder 
and lightning to earth. 
The authors of Genesis took 

the legends and symbols of the 
ancient world and shaped them 
around faith in the God of Israel. 

The cause for the earth’s destruc- 

tion is not (as in some versions of 
the flood narrative) noise but sin 
(Gn 6:5-6). Despite sin, the God 
of Israel offers peace. The rain- 
bow is a sign of reconciliation. 
The promises made by God to 
the first humans (Genesis 1) are 
repeated to Noah in the verses 
that precede the reading. God is 
offering the world a fresh start. 
God makes a covenant with 

Noah and all future generations 
(Gn 9:11). It is a covenant made 
not only with human beings but 
with all of creation. There is only 
one party to the agreement— 
God. No response on the part of 
Noah and his family is required. 
This covenant is a free and gra- 
cious gift of God to a world that 

did not have to ask for it, earn it, 

or even respond to it. 
Psalm 25 stresses the goodness 

and the kindness of the Lord. 
The psalmist trusts that even sin- 
ners can be guided by God if 
they have a humble heart. 

The reading from Peter is part 
of an exhortation to stay faithful 
during persecution (3:13-17). 
The author of Peter encourages 
the readers by showing how a 
just person died for the unjust. 
While Jesus" earthly life is 

finished, his risen life continues 
and the author explains the ef- 
fects of the risen life by using the 
flood story. 

One Jewish tradition held that 
sin came into the world through 
the angelic beings at the time of 
the flood (Gn 6:1-6). Christ, in 
his risen life, preached, or 
proclaimed the good news even 
to the source of sin (3:19), “the 

. spirits in prison.” Then the 
author moves to the association 
of the waters of the flood and 
baptism. Baptism has made the 
readers “irreproachable” (v 22), 
and through the resurrection the 
entire world, natural and super- 

natural is under Christ. Through 
Jesus’ death and resurrection a 
new covenant or promise has 
been made, one that even frees 

those of Noah's day. Our bap- 
tism is the sign that we are part 
of that new covenant. We have 
been reconciled to God through 
Jesus. 

The story of Jesus’ temptation 
in the wilderness for forty days is 
always the Gospel told on the 
first Sunday of Lent. The forty 
days recalls Moses’ time of fast- 
ing (Ex 34:28) just prior to writ- 

ing down the laws of the 
covenant. Mark ties the tempta- 
tion directly to Jesus’ baptism. 
Jesus hears the affirmation, 
“You are my beloved Son...” 
(1:11) and immediately is faced 
with the consequences of such 
an awareness. The temptation 

passage is a way of talking on a 
supernatural level about the en- 

counter of Jesus with the forces 
of death and destruction . Jesus 
must struggle to choose the path 

forward from this moment, know- 

ing the forces that stand ready to 
counter him. Perhaps the refer- 
ence to the “wild beasts” and 
“angels” (v 13) is an allusion to 
Ps 91:11-13 where God's protec- 
tion is promised. 
The “reign of God” (v 15) is, in 

one sense, the return to the 

order of creation and the res- 
toration of life and peace among 
all people. Here Jesus is 
proclaiming that in his person, 
this new creation has arrived. 

The response necessary is a 
simple but difficult one, repen- 
tance. This passage is an impor- 
tant one with which to begin 
Lent. The forty days of Lent 
were originally the final forty 
days of preparation for baptism 
in the early church. For us Lent 
is a time of checking our focus 
and sorting out our priorities. It 
is a time to reflect, seek God’s 

guidance, and trust God’s loving 
response. And, since each Sun- 
day is a “little Easter” and not ac- 
tually part of the forty days, it is 
also a time to celebrate with joy 
God's great gifts of love as sym- 
bolized in Jesus’ resurrection 
and the rainbow. 
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Unit V: God’s Covenant With Us February 17, 1991 

Week 1: God’s Covenant With All Creation 1st Sunday of Lent 
  

»PURPOSE 

»PREPARATION 

» DISMISSAL 

»CENTERING 

»PROCLAMATION 

»RESPONSORIAL 

»HOMILY 
EXPERIENCE 

»PRAYER OF 
THE CHILDREN 

To celebrate the promise of the rainbow. 

Materials: candle and matches, Lectionary or Bible, purple backdrop or covering for lec- 

tern; chalkboard and chalk or newsprint and marker, paper and pencils, basket. 

» Assign lector to prepare Genesis 9:8-15. 

o Write prayers on chalkboard or newsprint. 

Presider dismisses children for their own Liturgy of the Word after Opening Prayer. 

Children follow behind leader carrying candle, banner, or Lectionary. 

Center children with music and/or a prayer. 

O God, 

Who gave us springtime and rainbows, 

Help us keep our promises to you. 

Amen. 

Genesis 9:8-15 

Psalm responsorial. “Psalm 25" from Hymnal for Catholic Students will work. Leader can 

recite verses. 

Discuss the story of Noah: 

® Promises are hard to keep. Has anyone ever made a promise to you and had to 

break it? 

¢® Deo you think it was always easy for Noah to trust God? 

The rainbow is a sign that God keeps promises. This is the beginning of Lent, a time 

for us to make promises to God. 

® What are some promises you could make to God during Lent? (List ideas on 

chalkboard or newsprint.) 

® What are some of the promises you could make to others during Lent? (List ideas.) 

. Pass out paper and pencils. Ask children to write down one promise they would like to 

make for Lent. Collect promises in a basket. 

Gather in a circle around the basket of promises. Pray especially for the strength to keep 

your promises. 

Response: “Hear us, O Lord.” 

  

Children’s Liturgy of the Word CELEBRATING THE LECTIONARY  



  

  

»Readings: Is 50:4-7, 

Psalm 22; Phil 2:6-11, 
Mark 11:1-10, 14:1-15:47 

This Sunday is like a two-sided 
picture frame. On one side is the 
joyous celebration of the entry 
into Jerusalem, on the other side 
is the passion story. 
The common Christian calen- 

dar and lectionary now combine 
Passion Sunday and Palm Sun- 
day. This is perhaps because 
many people do not attend Good 
Friday services. If the passion is 
not experienced on this Sunday, 

the liturgy would move directly 
from Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem on one Sunday to the 

joy of Easter on the next, 
without ever addressing the pas- 
sion and the cross. The passion 
narrative is a highly dramatic and 
unified whole, and demands to 

be heard in its wholeness. We ex- 
perience more Scripture in 
public worship today, than on al- 
most any other occasion in the 
year. 
The reading from Isaiah is 

sometimes known as the third 
“suffering servant song.” In ver- 
ses 5-6, the servant declares he 

was faithful and obedient to the 
call even though it has meant 
personal suffering. 
Who this servant is remains a 

mystery. Written to the people 
of Israel in exile, the song ad- 

dressed those who suffered in- 
nocently yet trusted in God 
despite trial. The early church 
also saw innocent suffering in 
Jesus’ life and death. The first 
Christians understood Jesus to 
be the suffering servant. For 

those who suffer today, these 

words can have a deep meaning. 
We especially those who suffer 

in countries at war and remem- 

ber Archbishop Oscar Romero 
on the 11th anniversary of his as- 

sassination. Crucifixions , unfor- 

tunately, are still a part of our 
world. 

The psalm selection is a 
graphic description of human suf- 
fering. The suffering does not 
alienate the person from God, 

however. Instead, the psalmist 

questions God, but ultimately ex- 

presses praise. It is faith psalm of 
heroic proportions and may have 
served as a pattern for the pas- 
sion story. 

Philippians 2:6-11 is probably 
an early Christian hymn. Like 
the first reading, it also 
celebrates a servant, this time 

Christ. The humanity of Christ is 
compared to the experience of a 
slaver, the lowest kind of servant. 
Christ, the slave, is obedient to 

the very end, to death on the 
cross. The cross is the turning 

point in the hymn. Humility and 
death become means to glory 
and praise. One of the simplest 
faith statements is contained in 
the last line, “JESUS CHRIST 
ISLORD” (v 11). 
The central focus of the liturgy 

of the word is the passion narra- 
tive according to Mark. One 
theme emphasized particularly in 
Mark’s Gospel is discipleship. 
The passion is filled with the 
betrayal of the twelve, beginning 
with Judas and ending with 
Peter. This betrayal can be a con- 
solation to those of us who are 
all too aware of our own failures. 

There are also models of faith- 

ful disciples in the passion. The 
woman who anoints Jesus prior 

to the Passover meal, the women 

who watch from afar at the 

crucifixion itself, Joseph of 
Aramethea, and even the cen- 

turion who proclaims Jesus as 

the “Son of God” (Mk 15:39). 
Another constant in is the em- 

phasis on Jesus as the suffering 
Messiah. The full revelation of 
who Jesus is does not occur until 

the passion. Notice all of the tit- 
les applied to Jesus in this sec- 

tion: “Messiah, son of the 

Blessed One” (14:62), “king of 
the Jews” (15:2), “Son of God” 
(15:39). Like us, the first 
believers had difficulty in accept- 
ing a Messiah who suffered and 
died. Mark is careful to give his 
community a human, groaning, 

struggling Lord who must accept 
his painful death with much 
agony. Mark paints the passion 

in strong colors, colors which at- 

tract followers who are faced 
with betrayals, with suffering, 
and with innocent death. 

  

CELEBRATING THE LECTIONARY Sunday Background  



  

Unit V: God’s Covenant With Us March 24, 1991 

Week 6: The Events of Holy Week Palm Sunday 
  

»PURPOSE 

»PREPARATION 

»DISMISSAL 

»CENTERING 

» ACCLAMATION 

»PROCLAMATION 

»HOMILY 

EXPERIENCE 

»PRAYER OF 
THECHILDREN 

To experience the change from Palm Sunday joy to Passion Sunday sadness. 

Materials: candle and matches, Lectionary or Bible, tape player and music: 

red backdrop or covering for lectern; 

chalkboard and chalk or newsprint and marker; 

cassette recorder and instrumental music suitable for Passion reading. 

» Assign lectors to prepare Mark 15:1-39. 

o Write prayers on chalkboard or newsprint. 

Presider dismisses children for their own Liturgy of the Word after Opening Prayer. 

Children follow behind leader carrying candle, banner, or Lectionary. 

Center children with music and/or a prayer. 

O God, 

thank you for sending us Jesus, the king, 

Who loved and died for us. 

Amen. 

Lenten acclamation. 

Mark 15:1-39. Turn off the light and perhaps pull the shades. Try to have at least two lec- 

tors, preferably a man and a woman, alternating sections. 

Alternate: “Jesus, Remember Me” (Hymnal for Catholic Students) or other appropriate 

chant between sections. 

Play some subdued instrumental music on a cassette recorder for a few minutes. Aim for a 

quieter discussion than usual. 

® How did you feel during the palm procession? Happy? Excited? Why? What was 

going on? 

How did you feel during the Gospel reading? Sad? Depressed? Why? What was 

going on? 

Have you ever experienced this before — going from excitement and happiness in 

one minute to sadness the next? When? 

Have you ever experienced the reverse — going from sadness one minute to happi- 

ness the next? When? 

® Do you know what happens next Sunday? 

Use this format: 

Leader: For those who are suffering like Jesus did, let us pray to the Lord. 

Children: Hear us, O Lord. 
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» READINGS: Ez 37:12-14; 

Psalm 130; Rom 8:8-11; 

Jn 11:1-45 

In each of the readings, God is 

the giver of life. God restores life 
to a demoralized and conquered 
people, to sinners, and to 
Lazarus. All of these resurrec- 
tions require faith. 

In 597 BCE, Nebuchadnezzar, 
the king of Babylonia, laid siege 
to Jerusalem and took captive 
“all the kings and princes” (Ez 
17:12). The complete destruc- 
tion of the holy city in 587 was 
seen as a sign that God had 
pronounced judgment upon his 
people and was no longer in 
their midst. While Ezekiel tried 
to dispel false hopes among the 
people, he comforted them with 
a promise of future restoration. 

This Sunday’s reading is his 
vision of the plain near Tel-abib. 
Ezekiel sees the people of Israel 
who have been scattered to 
many lands as dry and lifeless 
bones scattered upon a bat- 
tlefield. As in creation (Gen 2:7), 
God “breathes” life-giving spirit 
into the people. By the power of 
God’s word the bones begin to 
arise and they are restored to 
life as a nation once more. This 
vision is given to Israel to give 
them strength and hope at a time 
when they doubted God’s care 
for them. 
Psalm 130 is called the De 

Profundis after its opening 
words, “Out of the depths” (v 

1). The psalm is used by the 
Church in the funeral liturgy . It 
is a lament for sin, both personal 
and communal. Despite sin, the 

psalmist knows that God is merci- 
ful . Trusting in the Lord’s com- 
passion, both the psalmist and 

Israel will be vindicated from 
their iniquities. 

In his letter to the Romans, 
Paul addresses the objections of 
Jewish converts to Christianity 
that faith apart from the law can 
save. While Paul does not 
suspend the law, he writes a 

powerful exposition of faith in 
Christ as the source of salvation. 
In this chapter of his epistle to 
the church of Rome, the Holy 

Spirit is mentioned more than 
anywhere else in the Bible. 

Paul contrasts the human, 

natural life ruled by the passions 
of the “flesh” with that of the 
Spirit who guides our thoughts 
and actions to make one pleasing 
to God. (Flesh here is not to be 
understood as the body, the flesh 
is anything about a person, physi- 
cal or nonphysical which is not of 
God.) 

Before Christ, the law was 

powerless to save sinful 
humanity. Through the death 
and resurrection of Christ, God’s 
Spirit is bestowed on the human 
race which is delivered from the 
penalty of sin and death. 
Without the life-giving Spirit, a 
person is like one who is dead. 
The same Spirit who raised Jesus 
from the dead now empowers 
Christians to live a life of grace. 
The indwelling Spirit bestows vir- 
tues and gifts upon God’s 
people. It is the responsibility of 
Christians to cooperate with 
grace by putting to death those 
tendencies which lead to sin and 
which can destroy the life of 
grace. All who have the Spirit 

dwelling within them belong to 
Christ. The Spirit is the “first 
fruit” of the promise of the 
redemption of our bodies which 
we await in hope (8:23-25). 

In John’s Gospel, Jesus has 
performed six “signs,” or mighty 
works that reveal God’s power at 
work in him. The final sign, the 
raising of Lazarus, points to 

Christ’s own resurrection from 

the dead. Like the man born - 

blind , Lazarus will come out of 

the darkness of the tomb into 

the light of Christ’s presence. 
Jesus presents himself under 

many images: the “bread of life” 
(6:35). “living water” (7:38), 
“light of the world”( 9:5), and 
the “good shepherd” (10:11), but 
no title is as startling as his state- 
ment, “I am the resurrection and 
the life” (11:25). 

Jesus is sent word that his 

friend, Lazarus is dying in 
Bethany, a village near 
Jerusalem. Jesus’ disciples are 

fearful that if Jesus returns to 
Jerusalem, his enemies will kill 
him. But Jesus knows that the 
darkness that awaits him is in- 
evitable. 
When he arrives, Jesus tells 

Martha that he has power over 
life and death, and asks if she 
believes this. Her declaration of 
faith is the same as Peter’s: “You 
are the Messiah, the Son of 
God” (Matt 16:16). 
The human level points to the 

tomb; Jesus points to life. With 
trust in his Father, Jesus raises 

Lazarus to life by a powerful 
command. It is ironic that the 
gift of life to Lazarus leads to the 
plot to put Jesus to death (Jn 
11:53). 
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RESOURCES 21 
  

Lent and Easter Songs and 
Fingerplays 

Season of Lent 

(Tune: “Mary Had a Little Lamb) 

Now we are in the season of Lent 

season of Lent, season of Lent 

Now we are in the season of Lent 

We'll take a trip to Easter. 

Jesus is leading the way, 
on the way, on the way, 

Jesus is leading us on the way, 

On our way to Easter. 

Actions: For verse 1, join hands and sing 

slowly as you walk in a circle, then walk in 

opposite direction. For verse 2, invite a child 

to hold a picture of Jesus and all follow the 

child in procession around the room as you 

sing. 

First | Am a Fuzzy Thing 
  

At first [ am a fuzzy thing 

I creep along the ground (two fingers on one 

hand creep up other arm) 
I wrap myself in a cocoon 

I never make a sound (roll hands around 
each other, then hold stil) 

Then something funny happens 
I cannot tell you why 

I have two wings, away I fly 

For now I am a butterfly. (open hands and 

link thumbs, palms facing self, and “fly” 
hands upwards) 

First I'm a Caterpillar 
  

First I’m a caterpillar wriggling in my tree 

(wriggle like a caterpillar) 
Then I curl up tight (curl up tight) 

and weave a cocoon for me (with hands, 

weave a cocoon around yourself) 
After winter’s over and the air is warm and 

dry 
I open my little house (stay absolutely still, 

then open house) 
and I’m a butterfly. (Stretch arms like a 

butterfly) 

Caterpillar Brown and Furry 
  

Caterpillar, brown and furry (Move cupped 

hand up arm) 

Winter is coming and you’d better hurry! 

(Move hand faster) 

Find a big leaf under which to creep (hold 

one hand over the other) 

Spin a cocoon in which to sleep (place hand 

beside face, close eyes) 
Then when springtime comes one fine day, 

You'll be a butterfly and fly away! (hook 

thumbs and move hands). 

I'm a Little Seed 

I’m a little seed 

In the earth so low. 

God sends the rain 

To help me grow. 

| Dig, Dig, Dig 

I dig, dig, dig 
And I plant some seeds. 
I rake, rake, rake 

And I pull some weeds, 
I wait and watch 

And soon I know 

My garden sprouts 

And starts to grow. 

My Garden 

Here is a tiny brown seed, (Hold up finger 

as if holding a seed.) 
Pll plant it in my garden bed. (Dig hole, 

drop seed, cover.) 
God sends the rain to water it, (Wiggle 
fingers like the falling rain) 
And God’s warm sun shines overhead. 

(Make large circle with arms.) 

I’m a Little Appleseed 

(Tune: “I'm a Little Teapot”) 

  

I’m a little apple seed, short and fat (make 

yourself small) 

Here is my front (touch chest) 

and here is my back (touch back) 

Dig a little hole (dig) and hide me away 

(cover with dirt) 

I'll be an apple tree some day. (stand tall 

with arms out as branches.) 
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18 RESOURCES 
  

Bishop Matthew's Blessing 

May the Lord Jesus Christ, who walks on 

wounded feet, 

Walk with you to the end of the road. 

May the Lord Jesus, who serves with 

wounded hands, 

Help you to serve each other. 

May the Lord Jesus, who loves with a 

wounded heart, 

Be your love forever. 

Bless God wherever you go, 

And may you see the face of the Lord Jesus 

in everyone you meet. 

Read together Numbers 6:24-26 which is an an- 
cient Hebrew benediction. 

  

Aaron’s Blessing 
Read together the ancient benediction from Num- 

bers 6:24-26. 

Closing Prayer 

May the light of God surround us, 

the love of God enfold us, 

the power of God protect us, 

the presence of God watch over us, 

the spirit of God dwell in us. 

Amen. 

Group Hug 
Group members stand in a circle, holding hands. 

Then with hands still held, they lift them overhead, 
which requires everyone to step forward. Then they 
lower their arms around behind. Everyone will be 
standing very close, positioned for a mighty hug. 

The Lord’s Prayer can also be recited, in a circle, 

with arms around each other’s shoulders. 

Other Closing Prayers 

Various traditional prayers are appropriate, espe- 
cially at certain times of the year. You could add the 
Hail, Mary during October, December, and May; the 

Apostles Creed at the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
and during Easter; and the Glory Be anytime. 

  

Poetry 

Haiku (Hi-coo) is Japanese poetry that has three 
lines, as follows: 

A new spring flower 

Sweetly blooms in the ruins 

Of the burned cabin. 

Line 1 - § syllables 

Line 2 - 7 syllables 

Line 3 - 5 syllables 

Through the long summer 

The tall brown meadow grasses 

Bow and bow and bow. 

Cinquain (Sin-cane) is a poetry form that has five 
lines, as follows: 

You 

Lonely person 

Seeking a relationship 

Let me reach you 

Friend 

Line 1 - Title (a noun, one word) 
Line 2 - Describes the title (two words) 
Line 3 - Action words or phrase about title 
(three words) 
Line 4 - Describes a feeling about title (four 
words) 
Line § - Refers to title (one word) 

Jesus 
Most understanding 

Taught by example 

Good news to all 

Love 
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G.0.B.W.E.O. 
“Getting on Board with Each Other” is a quick 

way to see how everyone is doing before moving into 
the lesson. Ask: “What was good about your week and 
what was rotten?” Each person in turn around the 
circle “checks in” with a response. No one comments 
or asks additional information at this time. This is a 
time for listening. 

Magazine “Feeling Faces” Pictures 
Spread out a variety of pictures showing different 

moods and expressions. Group members choose a 
picture that represents how they are feeling about life 
at the moment or this past week in particular. 

Island In the Sun 

Materials: newsprint sheets, masking tape, tape 

recorder, and island music. 

Tape four or five pieces of newsprint to the floor. 
Have everyone choose an “island” on which to “sun.” 
Now play some nice Caribbean or Hawaiian music and 
encourage people to cruise around and visit other 
islands. If you want to jazz this up, bring sunglasses and 
sunhats for people to wear. While they are wandering 
around and greeting each other remove one of the 
islands. When the music stops they must all seek an 
island so they don’t drown. At least one foot must be 
on the island. Continue removing one island each time 
until everyone is together “sunning” on the same is- 
land. Celebrate your togetherness! You may need to 
support one another so no one falls off and drowns. 
We were created to live in a community and support 

one another. 

Talking-Stick 
The talking stick was used by many Native tribes 

to keep their various meetings in order. The rule is that 
the only person allowed to talk is the one who is holding 
the stick. No one else can say anything, including the 
leader. However, you must pass on the stick as soon as 
you are finished speaking and you can choose to whom 
it will go. People may use hand motions to indicate a 
desire to have the stick. The talking stick can be used 
for any discussion, such as G.O.B.W.E.O. 

Opening Prayers 

O God, we gather 

Your praises to sing, 

Here to your altar 

Our talents we bring, 

Give us each a mission 

A vision we pray, 

Each day of our lives 

Show us your way. Amen. 

sen 

Spirit of the living God 

Fall afresh on me 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 

Spirit of the living God 

Fall afresh on me. Amen. 

a 

0 God, 

Help our lips to praise you, 

Help our hands to serve you, 

Help our hearts to love you. Amen. 

ee 

Teach us, O God, to follow your way: 

To give and not to count the cost 

To risk and not to heed the wounds 

To toil and not to seek for rest 

To labor and not to ask for reward 

To live and love as Jesus taught us. Amen. 

te 

We see some things change. 

Trees lose their leaves and plants die, 

and birds fly away 

and children grow bigger. 

All things in God’s world change 

But God’s love is always the same. 

God’s love is always with us. Amen. 

he 

Be present here most gracious God 

From whom all goodness springs 

Make clean our hearts, and feed our souls, 

On good and joyful things. Amen. 
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A Hunger Awareness Dinner 

Youth from two churches in Ontario, Canada, 

organized a hunger awareness dinner. The purpose of 
the event was to help participants experience the dis- 
parities of world food distribution and to gain some 
insight into the causes of world hunger. The event 
attracted 100 people, ranging from five to 60-plus years 
of age. Youth sold tickets in advance at $2 per person 
and gave the money to an overseas relief and develop- 
ment fund. 

The group used everything from name tags to 
place settings to simulate the experience of unequal 
distribution. As people arrived for dinner, they drew 
lots to determine which continent they had been “born 
in.” The lots were in the form of name tags with the 
continent printed in the corner and a discussion group 
number. People sat in their own continent groups and 
did not visit or share food with one another. In the 
discussion groups that followed the meal, participants 
shared the feelings and frustrations they experienced. 
After the discussion, the groups were given a few 
statistics from the World Health Organization and 
asked to list what they thought were the causes of world 
hunger. An audio-visual presentation followed. Then 
a speaker. Then a discussion in the total group based 
on the lists of world- hunger causes. Scripture readings 
(Amos 8:4-6; Amos 5:21-24; and Matthew 25:34-66) 
concluded the evening. 

  

Menus and Seating Arrangements 

60% OF GUESTS: 

8 ASIA (VIETNAM) 
  

rice flavored with chicken broth 

small bits of cooked fish and chopped celery 

3/4 cup per serving 

Seated on the floor with bowl or cup and 
chopsticks, but not enough chopsticks for 
everyone. 
  

15% OF GUESTS: 

( EUROPE (NETHERLANDS) 
  

open-faced sandwiches (Deli meat and 

cheese on large Kaiser roles) 

homemade vegetable soup 

fried or boiled potatoes 
variety of fresh fruit 

tea or coffee 

Seated around tables set with china, silverware,     . napkins, and a centerpiece of fresh flowers. J 

10% OF GUESTS: 

AFRICA (NIGERIA) 
  

heavy cornbread 

mashed potatoes 

tea 

Seated on stools or benches. No table. Each 

person received a cup, spoon, and bowl. 
  

10% OF GUESTS: 

£ LATIN AMERICA (ARGENTINA) 

chicken broth 

tomato juice 

garbanzo beans 

rice, 1/2 cup serving 

coffee 

  

  person received a cup, spoon, and bowl. 
  

5% OF GUESTS: 

eo NORTH AMERICA 

meat loaf with scalloped potatoes 

glazed carrots, salad 
rolls and a relish tray 

apple pie 

tea or coffee 

  

Seated at a large banquet table set with silver- 
ware, china, napkins, placemats, and an attrac- 

C tive centerpiece.   
  

By Peggy Parchem. From Youth and Adults 
Together, Bulletin 32, Spring 1985, Division of Mission 
in Canada, The United Church of Canada.Used with 
permission. 

  

CELEBRATING THE LECTIONARY Adult Leader Supplement 

Seated on stools or benches but no table. Each | 

N
m
 
e
b
r
o
 A
t
o
s
 

SS 
ni 

 



APPENDIX D UNIT V - God's Covenant with Us-Lent & Easter 

Background 

Overview of Season 

Sample Session & Activities for Levels: 

Nursery 

Beginner 
Primary 
Intermediate 
R.C.1.A. 

 



UNIT BACKGROUND 

Unit V: GOD’S COVENANT WITH US 

»SEASON OF Lent is the 40 days (and six Sundays) from Ash Wednesday to Easter Saturday. Lent, from 
LENT the Old English for “lengthen,” got its name because it takes places as the days lengthen in 

Spring. 

Easter day is the most important day of the church year. “Christ has risen! Alleluia!” The 

resurrection is the focal point of the Christian faith, like a keystone supporting an arched 

stone bridge. Without it, everything else crumbles. Christians moved their day of worship 

from the Sabbath, the last day of the week, to Sunday the first day of the week, the day of 

Jesus’ resurrection. Sunday is the original day of resurrection and that’s why it is never a 

day of fasting, not even during Lent. Easter, which is not one day but fifty, came later. Lent 

came even later. The development of the pre-Easter period, now known as Lent, was a 

slow process and it was not until the Middle Ages that Lent took on a greater emphasis 

than the “Great Fifty Days” of Easter. 

There is within the church today a renewal of emphasis on the Great Fifty Days and a stress 

on Lent as a time of preparation for Easter. At first, the church did not even celebrate 

Good Friday. The focus for at least two centuries was Easter. Christians met for worship on 

Saturday at 6 p.m. and continued in prayer and meditation until about 3 a.m. on Easter Sun- 

day, when they celebrated Communion. 

They prepared forthis eventby fasting on Saturday. Later the church extended the fasting 

to Friday (a period of 40 heurs) to commemorate the time Jesus’ body lay in the tomb. 

Later still, the church extended the period of fasting to Monday and this began “Holy 

Week” as we know it. By the year 600 CE, Christians were keeping the 40 days prior to 

Easter (not including Sundays) as a special time to prepare prepare catechumens, those 

seeking membership in the church by profession of faith. In those days, catechumens 

received instruction for two years and underwent a period of concentrated preparation in 

Lent. This 40-day period was meant to correspond to the 40 days Jesus spent in the wilder- 

ness in preparation for his public ministry. The number of days also recalls the 40 days 

Moses spent on the mountain of God when Israel accepted the covenant. (Ex 24:18). 

Although the community originally set aside these 40 days as a time special to 

catechumens, many of the baptized, for their own self-discipline, began to pray and fast 

during Lent, reflecting on their baptismal vows and at Easter joining with the catechumens 

in renewing their baptismal promises. 

The color used during Lent is purple, indicating a penitential period. Passion/Palm Sunday 

is red. Holy Thursday is white. Good Friday is Red. The Easter Vigil is white and gold. 

“Alleluias” are traditionally omitted from songs and prayers during Lent in order to make 

the joyful alleluias of Easter more meaningful. Lent is also a time to change the mood of 

the church interior. Decorations should be simple and suggest the desert or wilderness. 

Flowers are not used. Candlesticks and crosses are simple wood. Banners and vestments 

are simple in design and material. 
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»LENT AND 
THE 
CATECHUMENS 
(RCIA) 

»LENT AND 
RETURNING 
CATHOLICS 

»UNIT V: 
GOD’S 
COVENANT 
WITH US 

UNIT V BACKGROUND 

Of all the seasons of the church year, Lent has probably been the most abused. It has in cer- 

tain times and places become a period of excessive introspection, empty abstinence from 

tidbits of affluence, and the enjoyment of the gloom of self-denial. Correction does not lie 

in the non-observance of Lent, but rather in the recovery of its rich traditions. 

Lent is a time for taking stock, both of oneself and of society. It is a time to assess how to 

implement the values of peace, community, and equality of all before God. It is a time of 

renewal and recommitment. And, with the restoration of the Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults, it is once again a time for catechumens to prepare more intensely for their baptism 

and a time for the community to support them on their journey. 

The modern church celebrates a series of rites of Christian initiation during Lent. The Rite 

of Election, in which catechumens are accepted into the community, is usually celebrated 

on the First Sunday of Lent. Scrutinies, which are prayers designed to help catechumens ex- 

amine their lives and purify themselves, occur during the second, third, and fourth Sundays 

of Lent and may be marked by the powerful symbol of laying on of hands. Finally, the 

catechumens are initiated with the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist on 

the Easter Vigil. 

Hard on the heels of the restored catechumenate, another custom is being revived. In the 

ancient church, Christians who had become estranged from the community but wanted to 

return committed themselves to a long period of penitence. Lent, the penitential season, be- 

came especially important to them. Both the receiving of ashes on Ash Wednesday and the 

washing of feet on Holy Thursday became important rituals to them. Today, those who 

want to return to the church are meeting over long periods of time and finding new mean- 

ing in these rites. 

The word “covenant” means pact, agreement, or promise. Although North Americans 

don’t use the word covenant much in everyday conversation, covenants are all around. Mar- 

riage is but one example. Covenants are usually made binding by some specific action. Ver- 

bal agreements (covenants) are sealed with a handshake. The marriage covenant is 

“sealed” with a kiss and the exchanging of rings. Some rental contracts are now called 

covenants and are put into effect by signing one’s name and paying a deposit. Baptism is 

another important covenanting ceremony. After the vows have been made, the covenant is 

sealed with the ritual of immersion. 

Treaties agreed upon by ancient peoples were often sealed by sharing a meal together. (Per- 

haps wedding receptions are also a form of this.) When Huck Finn and Tom Sawyer 

promised each other to keep quiet about the murder of Dr. Robinson, which they had wit- 

nessed in the old graveyard, they sealed their promise by writing it on an old shingle and 

pricking their thumbs to add their thumbprints to their signature. This was based on an an- 

cient tradition of “sealing in blood” a covenant. 
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UNIT V BACKGROUND 

»COVENANTS: 
OLD AND NEW 

Children too, have experienced the request for proof that a covenant is binding. “Cross 

your heart?” 

The biblical theme of covenant explored somewhat in Unit I re-emerges now in a deeper 

and more powerful way. You'll explore the covenant established with Noah and all crea- 

tion, the trials that come from being a part of the covenant, and the new covenant written 

not into stone but into one’s own heart told through Jeremiah. For Christians, this new 

covenant is experienced in the death and resurrection of Jesus. This is why Easter is a tradi- 

tional time time for baptism and renewal of baptismal vows. 

In Unit V, you will struggle with how God’s covenant can be “old” and “new.” It is impor- 

tant to understand that “old” is not restricted to Jewish law nor does “new” refer exclusive- 

ly to the coming of Christ. Jeremiah (and Isaiah) spoke of the “new” covenant. The 

Hebrew word that Jeremiah used is chadash, which meant to “renew” what was present and 

referred to the restoration of temples and the rebuilding of cities. In Second Testament 

(and inter-testament) times, groups of Jewish people, like the community established at 

Qumran, tried to live the “new” covenant through renewed lives of faith. 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke write of the Last Supper where Jesus describes the wine as “my 

blood, the blood of the covenant poured out for many.” The words call to mind Exodus 24 

where Moses poured blood upon the altar and upon the people as a way of sealing the 

covenant between God and the people. There the blood of the covenant covered the 

people. At the Last Supper the disciples shared the covenant by drinking the blood (the 

wine). 

Of the thirty-three references to covenant found in the Second Testament, nearly half are 

quotations from First Testament or references to covenants found there; hence it is very dif- 

ficuit to decide whether covenant in the Second Testament is a theological concept in- 

herited from Judaism or is to be taken as a new formal basis of relationship of the early 

Christians to one another, and to Christ. The early Christians certainly regarded themsel- 

ves as a community bound together by covenant, but they did not necessarily see their 

covenant as superseding the covenant with the Jews. Certainly St. Paul did not. What was 

new, for Paul, was the ability of non-Jews to be a part of the original covenant. The coming 

of Christ made this possible. 

Today, Christian theologians and Scripture scholars, in dialogue with Jewish scholars, cau- 

tion Christians to respect the relationship of Jews to the covenant. Theologian Rosemary 

Ruether writes: 

“Rabbinic Judaism and its adherents have seen the covenant of God with Adam, 

renewed in the covenant with Noah after the Flood, as the universal covenant with all 

humanity. This universal human covenant does not cancel out the particularity of 

God’s covenant with Israel, but gives each its place... The Torah lays special and 

higher obligations upon Jews, as an expression not of special privilege, but of special 

obligation. Other peoples are not called to the Torah obligations. 

“The covenant is a free gift of God’s grace. God chose the people of Israel, not be- 

cause they were the best or the most mighty people in the Near East, but solely 

because God loved them. Their loyalty to God is a response to this free gift of the 

  

CELEBRATING THE LECTIONARY Unit Background  



UNIT V BACKGROUND 

»RICE BOWLS 
AND FOOD 
BASKETS. 

»YOUR PART 
IN WORLD 
DEVELOPMENT 

covenant.” And similarly, of the new covenant she says: “This new covenant, like the 

old, cannot be earned. It is a free gift of God.” (Social Themes of the Christian Year, 

Geneva Press) 

Clark Williamson (When Jews and Christians Meet, CBP Press) writes: 

“What we need in our churches is more and more adequate preaching from the ‘Old 

Testament’... It would stress God’s activity as Creator of all peoples and as Redeemer 

in Israel and Christ... We would learn that we cannot turn any gift of God’s grace into 

a ‘condition’ apart from which God is not free to be gracious to whomever God 

chooses — even Jews and even us. We would learn that God revealed Christ and that 

it is not the case that Christ is the only one who revealed God... We should not treat 

the Hebrew Scriptures in any way that suggests that Christianity has superseded or 

displaced Jews and Judaism in the covenant with God, in God’s love or favor.” 

Lent is a traditional time for almsgiving. Catholic Relief Services will be running its 14th 

Operation Rice Bowl campaign during Lent. Participants are encouraged to fast for one 

meal a week, eat one smaller meal, and collect the money saved in a cardboard rice bowl 

that is symbolic of the Third World. Collected funds are used for development projects 

around the world. Hand out rice bowls on the first week and collect them on the last — or 

the first time you meet after Easter. For information and rice bowls (and videos available 

for rent on social justice themes for all ages) contact Catholic Relief Services, 209 West 

Fayette Street, Baltimore, MD 21201. (301) 625-2220. 

Hungry people need food all year round, not just during Christmas and Lent. But Lent is a 

good time to kick off a food basket program, if you don’t have one, or to promote collec- 

tions for an existing program. Collection barrels belong at church doors. Food can be dis- 

tributed to families directly or given to food banks and other agencies. Parishes with 

successful programs keep everyone involved, including children. They can decorate the bar- 

rels and assemble the food into boxes for distribution. Some might even go along on 

delivery trips. Some parishes have invite the assembly to deposit canned goods or flour into 

baskets during Lenten liturgies. 

You might want to share the following chart with children. Here are some ways you can 

have an impact on people around the world. 

  

  

Find out more about world development from 
church pamphlets and share what you have 
learned with your family, friends, and people at 
church. 

Instead of spending money on yourself, share 
the same amount with someone in need. 

For the cost of an ice cream Sundae you can 
share vaccination for seven African children so 
that they won’t ever get measles. 

For the cost of a pizza you can buy enough 
baby fish to stock a pond in another country to 
supply good protein food for a rural village.   

For the cost of a cassette tape you can buy a 
junior- size garden rake and spade so a child in 

a country like Haiti can learn how to plant and 
grow more and get better food for the family. 

For the cost of a hamburger you can share 20 
rulers for use in a school room overseas. 

For the cost of a movie ticket you can buy two 
pounds of pea seeds for a community vegetable 

garden. 
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UNIT V BACKGROUND 

»NOAH AND 
THE RAINBOW 

»RCIA 
WEEKS 3,4,5 

»PLANNING 
NOTES 

»RELIVING THE 
HOLY WEEK 
EXPERIENCE 

In talking with a class of Intermediates about Noah, we discovered that they remembered 

how Noah took two animals of every kind on a boat ride. They couldn’t remember anything 

else. Unfortunately, this misses the significance of the story. It is a story about God’s for- 

giveness and promise. The key symbol in the story is the rainbow (not animals!). You will 

find that we have down-played the animals and focused more on the rainbow. Please keep 

this in mind if you are adapting the story and adding some of your own resources. 

If you are using the Adult Packet for RCIA, there are special Background Sheets, Lesson 

Plans, and Activities for these weeks based on the readings for cycle A. 

Toilet Paper Rolls: If you are using the “Butterfly” craft activity in Week 5 (Nursery, Begin- 

ner, Primary, Intermediate,) you will need to begin collecting toilet paper rolls now. 

Feelings Pictures (Week 3): Primary and Intermediate classes on Week Three require pic- 

tures showing a variety of emotions. You may wish to begin your search now. Also, please 

save these pictures for use again in Unit VI, Week 2 (April 7). If you are not teaching the 

next unit please pass them on to the teacher who is. 

Planting Seeds: Nursery and Beginner children will plant seeds in the Week 5 lesson. These 

are to be watered and kept in your meeting room until into the Easter Season. If you do 

not have class time on Passion/Palm Sunday or Easter Sunday be sure that they are 

watered. They are part of the lesson on April 7, and will be taken home then. If changing 

units means changing teachers, please explain this project to incoming teachers. 

Week 6 provides us with an important opportunity to experience the Easter story in a 

moving way. It is an experience that can be repeated year after year and not lose its impact. 

We have provided resources for this dramatic experience and would encourage everyone in 

the religious education program to work together on developing this idea as a department 

or total program. The outline assumes you will have a Palm procession on Sunday as part 

of your liturgy. Nursery and Beginner catechists, especially if you meet on Sunday, should 

check with worship planners to see if they have a role for your children in the procession. 

After the procession into the church, you will want to lead them back into their meeting 

room for their regular sessions. Groups that meet during the week will need to include a 

palm activity as one of the stations designed to tell the Holy Week/Easter story. In this 

catechetical setting, we felt it was important to continue through the pain and bleakness of 

the crucifixion into the resurrection. Search out which of these resources would provide the 

best experience for your class and congregation. 

Real palm strips for waving will probably be available from your parish. Check to see. 

Small palm crosses can be ordered from African Palms Mission Development Society, 7968 

Southwind Dr. Lantzville, B.C. VOR 2HO at 50 for approximately $6.00 (proceeds are 

returned to the people of the Diocese of Masasi in Tanzania who made them.) 
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UNIT V BACKGROUND 

»SEASON OF LENT: 

LENT — color is violet or purple signifying penitence and humility 

—a season of the church year like Advent 

—begins with Ash Wednesday 

— origin of word from Anglo Saxon “lencten” meaning “spring” 

—a time of self and societal-examination in preparation for a fresh commitment to God’s 

way 

— a time for fasting and almsgiving 

— forty days plus six Sundays in Lent 

— forty days symbolic of Jesus’ temptation and preparation in the wilderness after his 

baptism and before the beginning of his ministry. 

ASH WEDNESDAY: 

— the beginning of Lent 

— ashes symbolic since early biblical times of repentance of sin or of grief and mourning 

— ashes used to make sign of the cross on the forehead of believer are from the charred 

remains of the palm branches used on Passion/Palm Sunday the year previous. 

PASSION/PALM SUNDAY: 

—commemorates the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem 

—see Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-10, Luke 19:28-40 and John 12:12-19. 

— for the Semitic person the palm tree has always been a tree of honor: it marked the place 

where they could find water for their flocks 

— today palm branches are placed on the graves of some Semitic people to symbolize 

eternal life 

—key word is “Hosanna,” which is Hebrew for “O Lord, Save Us” 

— key symbol (palm) and key word (hosanna) come from the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles 

(sukkot) celebrated in the Fall 

—color is red 

—referred to as Passion/Palm Sunday, the whole narrative of Holy Week from 

Palm Sunday to the crucifixion is read from Scripture. 

»TRIDUUM HOLY THURSDAY: 
— liturgy for this day is called “The Mass of the Lord’s Supper.” 

— symbols (unleavened bread, wine, lamb, ritual washing) come from Jewish Feast of 

Passover celebrated at this time of year 

—key ritual is the washing of the feet, which in the Gospel of John is the only eucharistic 

action 

One custom had the sovereign of a country wash the feet of paupers of his or 

her age, in memory of Christ’s washing of the disciples’ feet. The king or queen 

would distribute money, clothing and food to the poor to be reminded of humility. 
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UNIT V BACKGROUND 

—oils the church uses for confirmation, the rite of anointing, and ordination are blessed by 

the bishop in a special Mass on this day 

—color is white 

—sometimes called “Maundy Thursday,” probably after the Latin word for commandment 

(mandatum). Maundy would then refer to “new commandment” to love another 

that Jesus gave his disciples (John 13:34) 

—one of the four days on which Protestants commonly participate in Holy Communion 

GOOD FRIDAY: 

—key symbol for this day is the cross 

—the altar is bare, the tabernacle thrown open 

—only day of the year when the eucharist may not be celebrated 

—color is red 

— original name may have been God’s Friday 

EASTER VIGIL 

—with Holy Thursday and Good Friday, makes up the three-day feast known 

as the Triduum : 

—includes extra Scripture readings telling the story of salvation history, the lighting 

of the Easter fire, and the initiation of catechumens 

—in the early days of the church, Christians would keep the vigil all night and 

baptize the catechumens just before dawn 

—color is white and geld 

EASTER SUNDAY 

—the first day of the fifty-day feast known as Easter 

— expressed by the proclamation “Christ is Risen, Alleluia” 

—key symbol is the empty tomb: “He is not here.” 

—the date for Easter was set at the Council of Nicea in 325 CE. 

—the annual date for Easter is the first Sunday after the first full moon of the 

Spring equinox 

—early church celebrated the resurrection of Christ every Sunday 

—early Christians who were also Jews, worshipped in the synagogue on the Sabbath 

(seventh day) and then met in homes, or other places, on Sunday (the first day) to 

celebrate the risen Christ by breaking bread, praying, and singing 
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OVERVIEW 
UNIT V: GOD’S COVENANT WITH US 
February 17, 1991 to March 24, 1991 

  

 



DATE 

THEME 

READINGS 

UNIT V: GOD’S COVENANT WITH US 

FEBRUARY 17 

God’s Covenant with All 

Creation 

Genesis 9:8-15 Ps 25 

1 Pt 3:18-22 Mk 1:12-15 

FEBRUARY 24 

God’s Covenant Leads 

to Life 

Gn 22:1-2, 9, 10-13, 15-18 

Ps 116 Rom 8:31-34 Mk 9:2- 

10 

MARCH 3 

Keeping the Covenant 

Ex 20:1-17 Ps 19 

1 Cor 1:22-25 Jn 2:13-25 

  

PURPOSE 

CHILDREN’S 
LITURGY OF 
THE WORD 

To explore the meaning of 

covenant and God’s covenant with 

creation 

Gn 9:8-15 

Responsorial 

Discussion: Noah and promises 

Prayer of the Children 

To look at light as a symbol of 

Jesus 

Lenten Acclamation 

Mk 9:2-10 (meditative) 

Promise ritual 

Prayer of the Children 

To understand that everyone 

gets angry:even Jesus got angry 

when people forgot the 

covenant 

Ex 20:1-3,7-8,12-17 

Responsorial 

Making rules that protect us 

Prayer of the Children 
  

NURSERY Charlie ’s new paint set 

Action Story: “Our Rainbow” 

Song: “Noah Built an Ark” 

Painting a rainbow over the ark 

Playtime: a darkened room 

or tent 

Pretending to be light 

How Jesus is our light 

Cross-shaped candle holders 

Making “feeling faces” 

Story: “Jesus Visits The 

Temple” 

What does God want us to do 

Activity: Feeling-face puppets 
  

BEGINNER Sharing: rain and rainbows 

Action Story: “Our Rainbow” 

Song: “Noah Built an Ark” 

Rainbow painting or mobile 

Litany Payer 

Sharing: experiences of 

darkness 

Flashlight game 

How Jesus is our light 

How to bring light to others 

Cross-shaped candle holders 

Making “feeling faces” 

Game with “feeling faces” 

Action Story: “A Visit to the 

Temple” 

Jesus’ feelings 

Song: “God Is Pleased” 
  

PRIMARY 

INTERMEDIATE 

Promise experiences 

The Story of Noah 

Song: “Noah Built an Ark” 

Making Rainbow Mobile 

Promise experiences 

Genesis 4:1-16 — Cain and Abel 

Genesis 6:5-8,9:8-17— Noah’s 

rainbow 

Variety of rainbow activities 

Sharing: experiences of dark- 

ness 

Different kinds of light 

How Jesus is light 

How to bring light to others 

ActivityLight from darkness 

Different kinds of light 

How Jesus is light 

Mark 9:2-10 

How we are light 

Identifying feelings 

“Feeling charades” 

Action Story: “A visit to the 

Temple” 

Sharing: feelings in different 

situations 

Exploring feelings 

“Feeling charades” 

Identifying Jesus’ feelings 

Jn 2:13-22 (Commandments) 

Broken the covenant 
  

JUNIOR/ 
SENIOR 

Promise experiences 

Genesis 4:1-16 — Cain and Abel 

Genesis 6:5-8, 6:17-7:1,7:17- 

8:1,8:13-20,9:8-17 

Written agreements, mural, or In- 

dian flood stories 

Different kinds of light 

How Jesus is light 

Mark 9:2-10 

How we are light 

Exploring feelings 

Identifying Jesus’ feelings 

Jn 2:13-17 and Ex 20:1-17 

The Ten Commandments: 

Which ones were broken 

then/now? 
  

Defining covenant 

Read Gn 9:8-15 

Read 1 Pt 3:18-22 

Small groups: rewrite passage 

Commitment ritual 

A trust experience 

Gn 22:1-2,9,10-13,15-18 

Mark 9:2-10 

Jesus as light 

Getting rid of burdens 

Writing an ad for the Gospel 

Reform one day of your lives 

Ex 20:1-17Cor 1:22-25 

Jn 2:13-17 (Jesus’ complaint) 

Small groups: Life of Franz 

Jaegerstaetter 
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DATE 

THEME 

UNIT V: GOD’S COVENANT WITH US 

MARCH 10 

Hope in the Midst of Broken- 

ness 

MARCH 17 

A New Covenant 

MARCH 24 

The Events of Holy Week 

  

READINGS 

PURPOSE 

CHILDREN’S 
LITURGY OF 
THE WORD 

NURSERY 

2 Chr 36:14-17, 19-23 Ps 137 
Eph 2:4-10 Jn 3:14-21 

To experience joy in the midst of 

brokeness 

Eph 2:4-10 

Responsorial 

TV skit from Ephesus 

Prayer of the Children 

Charlie eats our snack 

Being sorry 

Action songs 

Activity: A sad and happy mobile 

Jer 31:31-34 Ps 51 

heb 5:7-9 Jn 12:20-33 

To recognize how nature can 

remind us of God’s promise 

Jer 31:31-34 (to heartbeat) 

Responsorial (to heartbeat) 

Discussion: stones and hearts 

Prayer of the Children 

Playtime: planting seeds 

Pretending to be seeds 

Clara returns as butterfly 

Seeds and butterflies remind 

us of Easter 

Activity: butterfly in a cocoon 

Is 50:4-7Ps 22 

Phil 2:6-11 Mk 14:1-15:47 

To hear the story of jesus’ 

death and resurrection 

Mk 15:1-39 

“Jesus, Remember Me” 

Discussion 

Prayer of the Children 

Experience events of Holy 

Week: Palm parade, temple, 

Last Supper, crucifixion, 

resurrection 

Make happy Easter cross 

Decorate Easter eggs 
  

BEGINNER 

PRIMARY 

Bean bag happy/sad game 

Flashcard story: “Darren forgets” 

Our mistakes/God’s love 

Making a “growing reminder” 

Bean bag happy/sad game 

Flashcard story: “Darren Forgets” 

Story: “Michelle Breaks an Egg” 

Our mistakes/God’s love 
Activity: “Broken Eggshell Pic- 

tures” 

Planting seeds 

Pretending to be seeds 

Seeds and butterflies remind 

us of Easter 

Activities: Seed picture or 

cocoons 

Seed quiz 

Jesus used seeds to explain 

Easter promise 

Other symbols from nature 

Making a symbol of God’s 

Easter promise 

Experience events of Holy 

Week: Palm parade, temple, 

Last Supper, crucifixion, 

resurrection 

Make happy Easter cross 

Decorate Easter eggs 

Walking through Holy Week: 

Palm Parade, Last Supper, The 

Garden, The Arrest, The 

Denial, The Trial and 

Crucifixion, Resurrection 

Activity: “Mixed-Up Easter 

Story” 
  

INTERMEDIATE 

JUNIOR/ 
SENIOR 

“A Ritual From Sorrow to Joy” 

Psalm 137 

Naming our sadnesses 

Letting go of sadness 

“A Ritual from Sorrow to Joy” 

Psalm 137:1-6 

Naming our sadnesses 

Creating a symbol of hope 

Seed quiz 

Jesus used seed to explain 

Easter promise Mk 11:18 

Read John 12:20-36,14:1-2 

Symbol Sheet 

Activities related to Easter 

symbols 

Sitting on a shelf 

Need to make covenant new 

Jer 31:31-34 (new covenant) 

Ex 20:1-17 (commandments) 

Heart Commandments? 

Walking through Holy Week: 

Palm Parade, Last Supper, The 

Garden, The Arrest, The 

Denial, The Trial and 

Crucifixion, Resurrection 

Activity: “Finding Our Way 

through Easter Story” 

Dramatizing the events of Holy 
Week 

Meditation: our part in 

crucifixion and resurrection 

  

Psalm 137:1-6 

How do exiles survive? 

Small groups: all readings 

Naming our darknesses 

A ritual of letting go 

What is “new” covenant? 

Jer 31:31-34 

Read Jn 12:20-33 

How Jews have suffered 

from misunderstanding 

Sharing: memories of 

commitment 

Mark 14:1-15:47 

The feelings of the characters 

Writing a new Way of Cross 

Retelling the Story 
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Unit V: God’s Covenant With Us February 17, 1991 

Week 1: God's Covenant With All Creation 1st Sunday of Lent 

  

»PURPOSE 

»PREPARATION 

»PLAYTIME 

»CIRCLETIME 

To see the rainbow as a symbol of God’s love for us. 

Materials: assorted toys, birthday list, CRS Rice Bowls or Lenten coin boxes: 

building blocks (could be just boxes taped closed), 

pan or baby bath with water wood pieces for floating; 

Charlie Churchmouse, his bag house, his chair, 

a set of watercolor paints, and a painted picture of the Activity Sheet; 

a New American Bible; 
for Snacktime: rainbow cookies or animal crackers; 

Activity Sheets; red, blue, and yellow paint with brushes (or colored markers), 

paint shirts, and animal stickers or cut-outs. 

« Make copies of the Activity Sheet and paint a sample. 

« Put paints and painted picture with Charlie in his bag house. 

o Read Unit and Sunday Background Sheets. 

» Check birthday list. 

Set out building blocks or sealed boxes (e.g. shoe boxes) as building materials. 

Fill baby bath half full of water and put wood picces nearby. 

Encourage children to build with the blocks and float the wood like boats in the water. 

Provide a few other frce-play activitics. 

Open with a song, take attendance, acknowledge birthdays, and (if mecting on Sunday), 

receive offering. Ask the children te repeat each line of your own or the following prayer. 

Thank you, God, 

For all the good things you have given us. 

For sunshine and rainbows, 

For family, friends, and pets 

And especially for your love. Amen. 

Conversation with Charlie Churchmouse: Bring out Charlic Churchmousc holding a watcr- 

color paint set. 

Charlie, you have something to show us. I wonder what it is. Does anyone know what 

it is? (Wait for children’s response.) That's right, it’s a watercolor paint set. When did 

you get that Charlie? (He whispers in your ear.) 

Why Happy Birthday, Charlie! (You may want to stop here and sing “Happy Birthday” 

to Charlie.) Have you had a chance to use your paints yet? (Charlie disappears back 

into his bag and comes out with his painting.) 

What a beautiful rainbow picture, Charlies We have a story today about a rainbow. | 

know you'll like it. I will need everyone’s help as I tell the story. (Put Charlie in his 

chair.) 

When the rain starts to fall we will pat one knee and then the other and say “Drip, 

drop, drip, drop.” (Practice this once together.) There will be other actions for you to 

do, too. 
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»INTEGRATING 
THE THEME 
»SNACKTIME 

» TAKE-HOME 
ACTIVITY 

»CLOSING 

Story: “Our Rainbow” 

Right near the beginning of our Bible, (show Bible to children), there is a story of a man 

named Noah, and his family, and a rainbow. 

God told Noah, “A big rain is coming. Flood waters will cover all of this land. You must 

build a big boat so your family will be safe.” Noah and his wife and their children began to 

build a big boat, called an ark. (Mime actions: sawing wood, hammering nails.) It took a very 

long time. When the ark was finally finished, it was strong enough to sail the seas. 

First they loaded a lot of food inside the ark. Then they called the animals. Cows came 

(make sound) and pigs (make sound) and dogs (make sound) and ducks (make sound) and 

wolves (make sound) and horses (make sound) and quiet little mice like Charlie (shh...hold 

finger to lips). Two of every kind of animal came on board. Then they closed the big door of 

the ark (lean together to one side as if closing a big door). 

It was very quiet. Everyone waited. Then they heard it (cup hand behind ear). Drip, drop, 

drip, drop (pat knees) . The rain had started to fall: drip drop, drip, drop (par knees) . Flood 

waters covered all the land and the ark floated away. Sometimes there were gentle waves 

and the ark rocked back and forth (rock back and forth). For forty days the ark floated. 

Then one day it grew very quiet again. Why was it so quiet? The rain had stopped! Noah’s 

family was so happy that they all hugged one another and said “Hurray!” (hug the person 

next to you and say “Hurray!”) Slowly, slowly, the water started to go down. Finally, the flood 

was ended and Noah pushed the big door open (lean to the side to push open the door.) It 

was great to be on dry land again (stretch your arms as if you were enjoying the sunshine). 

Then out came the animals two by twe. There were cows (make sound) and pigs (make 

sound) and dogs (make sound) and ducks (make sound)and wolves (make sound) and hor- 

ses (make sound) and quiet little mice like Charlie (shh...put finger to lips). 

Noah and his family and the animals were safe. They stopped and gave thanks to God. 

(Bow heads and fold hands and say, “Thank you, God!”) Over their heads a beautiful rain- 

bow stretched across the sky (show completed sample of Take-home Activity) . The rainbow 

was God’s promise that the whole earth would never again be covered with water. The rain- 

bow was a sign of God’s love. Every time we see a rainbow, we remember that God loves us. 

Sing: “Noah Built An Ark.” See Nursery Catechist’s Supplement. 

The snack today might be rainbow cookies or animal crackers. Begin with grace. 

God is good, God is great, 

And we thank God for our food. Amen. 

The Rainbow Symbol: Give each child an Activity Sheet. 

Invite children to paint a rainbow in the sky, or draw one with colored markers. 

Use red, blue, and yellow poster paint and a wide brush or watercolors. 

Painting is more work for a teacher but more fun for the children. Don’t forget the paint 

shirts! Add the animal stickers or animals cut from magazines around the ark. 

Join Hands and Sing: “The Leaving Song.” See Nursery Catechist’s Supplement and Basic 

Sing-Along Tape.Note: If using CRS Rice Bowls or Lenten coin boxes, send one home with 

each child and an accompanying note. 
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Unit V: God’s Covenant With Us February 17, 1991 

Week 1: God's Covenant With All Creation 1st Sunday of Lent 

  

»PURPOSE 

»PREPARATION 

I= 
»OPENING 

»INTRODUCING 
THE THEME 

»EXPLORING 
THE THEME 

To see the rainbow as a symbol of God's love for us. 

Materials: birthday list; raincoat, rainhat, boots or umbrella; a New American Bible, 

a Lenten coin box or Rice Bowl; 
for Option A (Integrating), “Ark and Rainbow” Activity Sheet; red, biue, and yellow paint 

with brushes (or colored markers), paint shirts, and animal stickers or cut-outs; 

for Option B, “Rainbow Mobile” Activity Sheet (both sides); glue, scissors, cotton balls, 

string, crayons or colored markers. 

o Choose one rainbow craft from Integrating the Theme and make a sample. 

o Read Unit and Sunday Background Sheets. 

o Check birthday list. 

Open with a song, take attendance, acknowledge birthdays, and (if meeting on Sunday) 

receive offerings. Ask the children to repeat each line of your own or the following prayer. 

+ Thank you, God, 

For all the good things you have given us. 

For sunshine and rainbows, 

For family, friends, and pets 

And especially for your love. 

Amen. + 

Put on your rainhat or raincoat and boots, or hold an umbrella over your head. 

o What kind of day would it be outside if you saw me dressed like this? 

© What good things happen when it rains? (Flowers, and plants get a drink, lakes and 

streams fill up, birds play and drink from puddles, the world looks clean again.) 

@ What do you like to do when it rains? (Give children ime to respond.) 

® Sometimes it rains, and rains, and rains too much. The streams come up over 

their banks. Do you know what we call it when there is too much water and it spills 

out where it shouldn’t be? (a flood) 

® If the sun comes out while it’s still raining a little, what beautiful thing do you see 

up in the sky? (a rainbow) 

Story: “The Rainbow.” Show Bible to children. Right near the beginning of our Bible, 

there is a story of a man named Noah, and his family, and a rainbow. I will need your help 

as I tell the story. When the rain starts to fall, we will pat one knee and then the other and 

say, “Drip, drop, drip, drop.” (Practice this once together.) There will be other actions for 

you to do, too. 

God told Noah, “A big rain is coming. Flood waters will cover all of this land. You 

must build a big boat so your family will be safe.” Noah and his wife and their 

children began to build a big boat, called an ark. (Mime actions: sawing wood, han- 

mering nails.) It took a very long time. When the ark was finally finished, it was 

strong enough to sail the seas. 
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»INTEGRATING 
THE THEME 

»CLOSING 

First they loaded a lot of food inside the ark. Then they called the animals. Cows 

came (make sound) and pigs (make sound) and dogs (make sound) and ducks (make 

sound) and wolves (make sound) and horses (make sound) and quiet little mice 

(shh...hold finger to lips). Two of every kind of animal came on board. Then they 

closed the big door of the ark (lean together to one side as if closing a big door). 

It was very quiet. Everyone waited. Then they heard it (cup hand behind ear). DRIP, 

DROP, DRIP, DROP (pat knees). The rain had started to fall DRIP DROP, DRIP, 

DROP (pat knees.) Flood waters covered all the land and the ark floated away. Some- 

times there were gentle waves and the ark rocked back and forth (rock back and 

forth). For forty days the ark floated. 

Then one day it grew very quiet again. Why was it so quiet? The rain had stopped! 

Noah’s family was so happy that they all hugged one another and said “Hurray!” 

(Hug the person next to you and say “Hurray!”) Slowly, slowly, the water started to go 

down. Finally, the flood was ended and Noah pushed the big door open (lean to the 

side to push open the door). It was great to be on dry land again (stretch your arms as if 

you were enjoying the sunshine). Then out came the animals two by two. There were 

cows (make sound) and pigs (make sound) and dogs (make sound) and ducks (make 

sound )and wolves (make sound) and horses (make sound) and quiet little mice 

(shh...put finger to lips). 

Noah and his family and the animals were safe. They stopped and gave thanks to 

God. (Bow heads and fold hands and say, “Thank you, Ged!”) Over their heads a 

beautiful rainbow stretched across the sky (show completed sample of the rainbow 

craft). The rainbow was God’s promise that the whole earth would never again be 

covered with water. The rainbow was a sign of God’s love. Every time we see a rain- 

bow, we remember that God loves us. 

Sing: “Noah Built An Ark.” See Beginner Catechist’s Supplement. 

Option A: “Ark and Rainbow ” Acnivity Sheet. Give each child an Activity Sheet. Invite 

children to paint a rainbow in the sky — or draw one with colored markers. Use red, blue, 

and yellow poster paint and a wide brush or watercolors. Older children may overlap the 

colors to make purple, orange, or green. Watercolors work well, too. (Painting is more 

work for a teacher but more fun for the children.) Don’t forget the paint shirts! Add the 

animal stickers or animals cut from magazines around the ark. 

Option B: Rainbow Mobile. Older children might like to make a rainbow mobile. Provide 

one side A and one side B stencil for each child. Invite them to color the rainbows. Cut 

them out and glue them back to back. Add cotton balls to the cloud. Glue on the sign “The 

Rainbow is Symbol of God’s Love,” to the batting. Add string for hanging. 

Gather together in a circle. If you have Lenten coin boxes or Rice Bowls, pass them out 

now and explain what they are for. 

Conclude with the Lord’s Prayer or sing “The Leaving Song.” See Beginner Catechist’s Sup- 

plement and Basic Sing-Along Tape. 
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Unit V: God’s Covenant With Us February 17, 1991 

Week 1: God's Covenant With All Creation 1st Sunday of Lent 

  

»PURPOSE 

»PREPARATION 

»OPENING 

»INTRODUCING 
THE THEME 

»EXPLORING 
THE THEME 

To see the rainbow as a symbol of God’s love for us. 

Materials: birthday list; Crossroad Children’s Bible (marked at pages 24-30) 

or New American Bible; Activity Sheets; 

glue, scissors, cotton batting, string, paint and paint shirts, 

or crayons or colored markers; 

Lenten coin boxes or CRS rice bowls. 

Make a small sign reading, “Covenant Means Promise or Agreement.” 

Print song “Noah Built the Ark” on newsprint. See Primary Catechist’s Supplement. 

Make copies of both sides of the Activity Sheet. You might want to make a sample 

mobile. 

o Read Unit and Sunday Background Sheet. 

o Check birthday list. 

Open with a song, take attendance, and acknowledge birthdays. Use your own or the follow- 

ing prayer. 

+ Thank you, God, 

For all the good things you have given us. 

For sunshine and rainbows, 

For family, friends, and pets 

And especially for your love. 

Help us during this season of Lent 

To draw closer to You 

Through our stories, songs, and promises. 

Amen. + 

Are any of you Cub Scouts or Brownies? Do you know someone who is? Each week at 

their meeting, Cubs and Brownies say their special promise. (4sk a Cub or Brownie to 

say their promise for the class. Members of other organizations may wish to share their 

motto or promise too.) 

® What is a promise? 

e Sometimes adults, when they make an agreement or a promise, shake hands as a 

sign that they really mean it. Have you ever had someone ask you to “cross your 

heart” as a sign that you really mean what you said? 

e Have you ever broken a promise? 

® How did it happen? (You might share an example from your life here.) 

eo Has someone broken a promise to you? How did you feel? 

Today we are going to hear the story of a promise that God made. Listen carefully to see if 

you can tell what the promise was and what the sign was that showed God would not forget 

the promise. 

In the first book of our Bible, called Genesis, there is a story about a man named 

Noah. Noah tried to live in a caring, loving way; the way he thought God wanted him 

to live. Many people at that time didn’t care about God or about each other either. 
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»INTEGRATING 
THE THEME 

»CLOSING 

God was not pleased with the way that they were living. The Bible tells us that God 

asked Noah to build an ark - - a big boat — because there was going to be a flood to 

destroy all the world. Noah was told to take his family and all the different animals 

he could find onto his boat before the rain started. 

Read: “The Ark” and “The Rainbow” pages 24-30 in the Crossroad Children’s Bible. 

If you don’t have the Crossroad Children’s Bible, read Genesis 9:8-15 from the lectionary or 

tell the story in your own way. 

Explain, if necessary, that the “bow” from the lectionary translation is the rainbow. Ancient 

people thought God had a bow (and arrows) like a warrior and, after the flood, set this bow 

in the sKy as a sign of a peace treaty (covenant) with humankind. 

® What was the promise God made? 

® What was the sign of this special promise? (the rainbow) So when we see a rain- 

bow it is a reminder to us too, of how much God loves and cares for us. Another 

word meaning promise is “covenant.” 

(Put up sign “Covenant Means Promise or Agreement.”) There are many stories in our 

Bible about promises that God has made and promises that people have made to 

God. 

® What is the Bible word that means promise or agreement? 

Sing: “Noah Built An Ark.” Tune: “Three Blind Mice” Words from newsprint sheet. 

A Rainbow Mobile: Give each child an Activity Sheet. Invite them to paint or color the 

rainbows. Cut out rainbows and glue them back to back. Add cotton batting to the cloud. 

Glue on the sign “The Rainbow is a Symbol of God’s Love” to one side, on the cloud. Add 

string for hanging. 

Gather in a circle. If you have Leaten coin boxes or CRS rice bowls, pass them out now and 

explain what they are for. 

The rainbow reminds us of God’s love for us. The money we put in our boxes will 

show oar love for others. This is one of our Lenten promises. Let’s not forget it. 

Litany Prayer: Response is “Help us to see your promise.” 

In the purple of Lent. . . (response) 

In the blues of our sky . . . (response) 

In the greens of a grassy meadow . . . (response) 

In the yellow of the sun and stars. . . (response) 

In the oranges of the waving wheat fields . . . (response) 

In the reds that remind us you gave your Son for us... (response) 

In all the colors of our daily lives... 

All: Help us to see your promise. 

Amen. 

Conclude with the Lord’s Prayer. 
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Unit V: God’s Covenant With Us February 17, 1991 

Week 1: God's Covenant With All Creation 1st Sunday of Lent 
  

»PURPOSE 

» PREPARATION 

»OPENING 

»INTRODUCING 
THE THEME 

»EXPLORING 
THE THEME 

To see the rainbow as a symbol of God’s promise to us. 

Materials: birthday list; newsprint, marker and tape; New American Bibles; 

Crossroad Children’s Bible (optional) with the pages 24-30 marked; 

supplies for a rainbow project (see Integrating the Theme); 
Lenten coin boxes or CRS rice bowls (see Unit Background Sheets). 

Make a small sign reading, “Covenant means promise or agreement.” 

For Option C (Integrating), make copies of the Activity Sheets. 

Practice reading the story of Noah story dramatically. 

Print on newsprint the set of questions to be used in Exploring the Theme. 

Print Opening Prayer on newsprint. 

o Read Unit and Sunday Background Sheets. 

e Check birthday list. 

Open with a song, take attendance, and acknowledge birthdays. 

+ Lord, we are now entering the time of the year 

That reminds us of your promise to love us 

And be near us always. 

Help us during this season of Lent 

To draw closer to You 

Through our stories, songs, and promises. Amen. + 

Ask the class if any of them is active in Scouting or Campfire. Ask them to recite the 

promise or motto. 

® What is a promise? 

e Some adults, when they have made an agreement, a promise, shake hands as a 

sign that they really mean it. Did you ever have someone ask you to “cross your 

heart” as a sign that you really meant what you said? 

When a couple is married, they make promises to each other. Then they do some- 

thing as a seal or a sign of this solemn promise. What is it? (exchange rings) 

When parents bring their children for baptism they make promises and they ac- 

knowledge God’s love and promises to us. What is done as a sign or seal of these 

solemn promises? (They are dipped in water or have water sprinkled on their heads.) 

Have you ever broken a promise? How did it happen? (You might share a personal 

example here.) 

e Has someone broken a promise to you? How did it feel? 

During the Sundays of Lent we are going to talk about promises, and read a variety of Bible 

stories about promises made and some promises broken. 

Turn in your Bibles to the story of Cain and Abel (Genesis 4:1-16). Ask if anyone knows 

this story. If no one knows the story, give them a short summary. (They were brothers; both 

offered sacrifices to God, who accepted Abel's sacrifice and rejected Cain's. Out of jealousy, 

Cain murdered his brother.) 
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® How do you think God felt about the way his newly created humans were acting? 

Read: Genesis 6:5-8. 

God decided to wash the earth clean with a flood and begin again, using Noah and his 

family. 

Put up the following set of questions, printed on newsprint: 

® Who made the promise or promises? 

® What did they promise? 

® What was the sign that their agreement was in effect? 

Ask the class to keep these questions in mind as they listen to the story of Noah as told in 

the Crossroad Children’s Bible. Read pages 24-30 as dramatically as possible. If you don’t 

have the Crossroad Children’s Bible, you may want to read Genesis 9:8-15 from the Lection- 

ary or the New American Bible. Explain that the “bow” is the rainbow. Ancient people 

thought that God had a bow (and arrows), like any warrior, and put this bow into the sky as 

sign of peace with humankind. Now discuss the three newsprint questions. 

Read: Genesis 9:8-17 (if you haven't before). 

® What other word is used in the Scripture for promise or agreement? 

® Put up sign “Covenant means agreement or promise.” 

So every time we see a rainbow it should remind us of God’s love and care for each 

one of us and for all of creation. 

Hand out Lenten coin boxes or rice bowls. 

The rainbow is God’s promise to us. These coin boxes are part of a Lenten promise to 

God made by our community. Let’s not forget our part in this promise. 

»INTEGRATING Using ideas such as the ones listed below, encourage class members to make a rainbow sym- 

THE THEME bol for their window at home or for their classroom. 

= Option A: Dough Art Rainbows. Using play dough recipe found in the Intermediate 

MN Catechist’s Supplement, make red, blue, and yellow dough. Have the class roll the dough out 

o like snakes. Press three rolls (or more, if colors are mixed to form other colors) flat 

SELE- STICK together. Mold into arc shapes and cut ends with a blunt knife. Hand out small pieces of 
MAS TAPS 

suce consraycron  SEIf Stick magnet to be added when dry, so they can be used as fridge magnets. Take home 
PAPER : cyT Away 

4&=—— to dry. Inexpensive self stick magnetic tape can be bought in most craft stores. 
gl 
\ gt Option B: Stained Glass Rainbow. Fold a 9" x 12" piece of black construction paper in four. 

Nn Draw outline as shown using white crayon or chalk. Cut out as shown, leaving black ribs or 

(/7 “leading.” Open up. Cut and tape two arcs of colored tissue paper (i.e. red, yellow,) overlap- 

P| ping them to form middle band (orange) of rainbow. Fold in half again and glue shut. This 

m0? can be cellophane taped to a bedroom window or hung by a thread. 

Option C: Rainbow Mobile. Provide Activity Sheets for each student. Invite them to paint 

or color the rainbows with markers. Cut out rainbows and glue them back to back. A little 

cotton batting could be used along the inside center of the rainbow to give a 3-D effect. 
riSsvE Glue cotton batting to cloud and add sign to cotton batting. 

»CLOSING Gather in a circle and sing “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” from the Hymnal 

for Catholic Students. Close with the Lord’s Prayer. 

™F oo 
(( 75 A Symes 

's coved RR Goos 
ALL CREATION 
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Unit V Week 1 INTERMEDIATE ACTIVITY SHEET February 17, 1991 
  

integrating the Theme (Option C): Rainbow Mobile 
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Unit V Week 1 INTERMEDIATE ACTIVITY SHEET February 17, 1991 
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Unit V: God’s Covenant With Us March 24, 1991 

Week 6: The Events of Holy Week Palm Sunday 

  

»PURPOSE 

»PREPARATION 

»PLAYTIME 

»OPENING 

»CIRCLETIME 

To hear the Easter story of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

Materials: birthday list, water for planted seeds, towels and ties for headdresses, pin, 

Teaching Pictures: “Palm Parade,” “Jesus....Tables,” “Jesus... Seeds,” “The Last Sup- 

per,” “The Three Crosses,” and “The Empty Tomb”; 

for Snacktime: white tablecloth, matzot (or crackers), grape juice, and glasses; 

for Option A (Take Home), Activity Sheets (or crosses cut from construction paper), 

white glue, and 2" squares of colored tissue paper, 

for Option B (Take-Home), hard boiled eggs, egg cartons, tissue paper or crepe paper, 

cotton balls, vinegar, and paint shirts. 

« If you meet on Sunday, check with the liturgist or pastor to see if children should par- 

ticipate in community’s Palm Sunday procession. 

Contact parents to remind them to send coin boxes with children. 

o Read Sunday Background Sheet. 

o Check birthday list for next two weeks. 

Note: If you meet on Sunday and plan to have children participate in Palm Sunday procession, 

you will want to abbreviate this lesson plan. Skip Playtime, Opening and Circletime though 

you will want to acknowledge birthdays and you may want to explain the procession or answer 

any questions. Pick up with the song and the ‘Jesus Overturning the Tables” Teaching Picture. 

Water the seeds planted last week. Make palm branches for the Palm Parade and set aside 

until Circletime. 

Open with a song, take attendance, acknowledge birthdays. Ask the children to repeat each 

line of your own or the following prayer. Begin and end with the Sign of the Cross. 

+ Thank you, God, 

for our church 

where we can come to hear 

stories of Jesus and of your love. Amen. + 

The Bible tells us about a special parade that the people had for Jesus. On this day Jesus 

rode a donkey into the city of Jerusalem. People stood by the side of the road waiting to 

see Jesus. (Show picture of the “Palm Parade. ”) They were so glad to see him they broke 

branches off palm trees and waved them as he rode by. They shouted, “Hosanna, Hosan- 

na”. This means “Save us, O Lord.” Can you say “Hosanna!” (Shour together.) Now let's 

pretend that we are there as part of that parade welcoming Jesus. 

Help children put on head pieces and line up like a parade with their palm branches to 

wave. You might ask one child to be Jesus. Pin a towel cape around the child's shoulders 

and have them walk slowly by, as everyone waves their palms and shouts “Hosanna!” 

Sing: “Ho, Ho, Hosanna.” See Nursery Catechist’s Supplement. 

Now let's parade to our Worship Center with our coin boxes. These are our special gifts to 

help Jesus. Our money will help other people know that Jesus loves and cares for them too. 
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»SNACKTIME 

» TAKE-HOME 
ACTIVITY 

»CLOSING 

(When parade is completed, sit down together. Show the Teaching Picture, “Jesus Overturning 

the Tables.”)” 

What is Jesus doing? Some people forgot to love God. Jesus was upset about that. Some 

of them were very angry with Jesus. They wanted to kill him. (Show the Teaching Picture, 

‘Jesus and the Wheat Seeds. ”) Jesus didn’t want the disciples to be sad or afraid. He told 

them he would die but in three days he would be with them again. 

Explain that Jesus went with his disciples to have a special holiday meal together. Spread 

the tablecloth on the floor. Have children come and sit in a circle around the cloth. Ex- 

plain that Jesus and his disciples always blessed God for giving them this wonderful food. 

Ask them to repeat each line of this new grace. 

Blessed are You, 

O Lord, Our God, 

Who gave us this bread and drink. Amen. 

Break matzot into small pieces and pass them around. Pour the juice and pass it around. 

While children are eating, show the Teaching Picture, “The Last Supper.” 

Here is Jesus with his friends. He is telling them once again how much God loves them and 

will be with them even when sadness comes. 

Later that night, some men who didn’t like Jesus came and took him away. They hung him 

on a wooden cross. It hurt a lot, but he was very brave. 

(Show Teaching Picture, “The Three Crosses.”) When Jesus died, his friends were very sad. 

They wrapped his body in soft white cloth and laid it in a cave in a garden. But on Easter 

morning, when some women came, they saw that Jesus’ body was gone. 

(Show Teaching Picture, “The Empty Tomb.”) Soon they knew the Good News that Jesus 

was alive again. “Alleluia,” they shouted. “Praise the Lord!” Let’s say together that special, 

happy word “Alleluia!” So Easter is a happy time because Jesus is alive again. Jesus’ 

friends were very happy and it makes us very happy too. 

Sing: “Ho, Ho, Ho Hosanna.” See Nursery Catechist’s Supplement. 

Option A: 4 Happy Easter Cross. Give each child an Activity Sheet or a cross pre-cut from 

construction paper. Cut or tear colored tissue paper in pieces approximately two inches 

square. Children then crumple tissue and dip into white glue diluted half and half with 

water. Press tissue “flowers” on the cross. 

Option B: Decorated Easter Eggs. Explain to the children that an egg looks a bit like the big 

rock that covered the door of the cave where Jesus was buried. Also because chickens hatch 

out of eggs it reminds us of Jesus’ Easter promise to his disciples that he would be with 

them again, alive in a new way. One easy way for young children to color eggs is as follows: 

Set hard-boiled egg in an egg cup or egg carton cup. Moisten the part of the egg that is ex- 

posed, with a cotton ball dipped in vinegar. Now place torn bits of brightly colored tissue 

paper or crepe paper on to the moistened egg. Dab again with cotton ball moistened with 

vinegar. Turn egg over and repeat with other end. Remove dampened paper and admire 

your design. Dry egg with paper towel or Kleenex. It’s best to use paint shirts and explain to 

children that some dye will stay on their fingers for a few washings. Note: Please test your 

paper first to be sure the color will “bleed”. Some types do not work as well as others. 

Gather in a circle with palm branches. Wave branches, sing “Ho, Ho, Ho Hosanna” again. 
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Unit V: God’s Covenant With Us March 24, 1991 

Week 6: The Events of Holy Week Palm Sunday 
  

»PURPOSE 

»PREPARATION 

»OPENING 

»INTRODUCING 
THE THEME 

»EXPLORING 
THE THEME 

»INTEGRATING 
THE THEME 

To hear the Easter story of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

Materials: birthday list; water for planted seeds; towels and ties for headdresses; 

palms or newspapers, scissors, and tape; Resource Sheet 

Teaching Pictures: “Palm Parade,” “Jesus Overturning the Tables,” “Jesus and the 

Wheat Seeds,” “The Last Supper,” “The Three Crosses,” and “The Empty Tomb", 

white tablecloth, matzot (or crackers), grape juice, and glasses; 
for Option A (Integrating), “Happy Easter Cross” Activity Sheet (or crosses cut from con- 

struction paper), white glue, and 2" squares of colored tissue paper; 
for Option B, hard boiled eggs, egg cartons, torn pieces of brightly colored tissue paper 

or crepe paper, cotton balls, vinegar, and paint shirts. 

If you meet on Sunday, check wit the liturgy committee or your pastor to see if children 

should participate in community’s Palm Sunday procession. 

Contact parents to remind them to send coin boxes/Rice Bowls with children and towcls 

and ties for headdresses. 

o Read Sunday Background Sheet. 

e Check birthday list. 

Open with a song, take attendance, acknowledge birthdays, and (if meeting on Sunday) 

receive offerings. Ask the children to repeat each line of your own or the following prayer. 

+ Thank you God, 

for our church 

where we can come to hear 

stories of Jesus 

and of your love. 

Amen. + 

Water the seeds planted from last week. 

Invite the children to put on their towel headpieces and imagine that they are the disciples 

of Jesus. 

We are going to do many of the things that Jesus and his disciples did together 

during that last week before Jesus died. 

If your session is during the week or you did not participate in the community's Palm Sun- 

day procession, put up “Palm Parade” Teaching Picture and use the Resource Shect from 

the beginning, otherwise, begin with the Lenten offerings. 

Sing: “Ho, Ho, Ho Hosanna” (see Beginner Catechist’s Supplement ) or “The King of 

Glory,” (see the Hymnal for Catholic Students). 

Option A: A Happy Easter Cross. Make copies of the Activity Sheet or pre-cut crosscs from 

construction paper before the class begins. 

1. Cut or tear colored tissue paper in pieces approximately two inches squarc. 
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2. Children then crumple tissue and dip into white glue diluted half and half with water. 

3. Press tissue “flowers” on the cross. 

Option B: Decorated Easter Eggs Explain to the children that an egg looks a bit like the big 
rock that covered the door of the cave where Jesus was buried. Also because chickens hatch 
out of eggs it reminds us of Jesus’ Easter promise to his disciples that he would be with 
them again, alive in a new way. 

One easy way for young children to color eggs is as follows: 

Set hard-boiled egg in an egg cup or egg carton cup. Moisten the part of the egg that is ex- 
posed, with a cotton ball dipped in vinegar. 

Now place torn bits of brightly colored tissue paper or crepe paper on to the moistened egg. 
Dab again with cotton ball moistened with vinegar. 

Turn egg over and repeat with other end. 

Remove dampened paper and admire your design. 

Dry egg with paper towel or facial tissue. 

It’s best to use paint shirts and explain to children that some dye will stay on their fingers 
for a few washings. Be sure to test your tissue or crepe paper first to be sure the color will 

“bleed.” Some types do not work as well as others. 

»CLOSING Gather in a circle with palm branches. Wave the branches and sing “Ho, Ho, Ho Hosanna” 
or “The King of Glory” again. Conclude with the Lord's Prayer if that is your custom. 

  

CELEBRATING THE LECTIONARY  



  

Unit V Week 6 

Exploring the Theme: Palm Parade 

The Bible tells us about a special parade that the 

people had for Jesus. On this day Jesus rode a 
donkey into the city of Jerusalem. People stood by 

the side of the road waiting to see Jesus. (Show pic- 
ture of the “Palm Parade.”) They were so glad to see 

him they broke branches off palm trees and waved 

them as he rode by. They shouted, “Hosanna, 

Hosanna!” This means “Save us, O Lord!” Can you 

say “Hosanna!” (Shout together.) Now let’s pretend 

that we are there as part of that parade welcoming 

Jesus. 

Help children put on head pieces and line up like a 
parade with their palm branches to wave. You might 

ask one child to be Jesus. Pin a towel cape around the 

child’s shoulders and have them walk slowly by, as 
everyone waves their palms and shouts “Hosanna!” 

Lenten offerings: If the children participated in the 
community’s Palm Sunday procession, you might like 

10 begin with another chorus of one of the songs and 

wave the branches. As you do, parade to your prayer 

area and have the children place their Lenten coin 

boxes on a table. 

Sing: “We Have a King Who Rides a Donkey” (see 

Beginner Catechist’s Supplement) or “The King of 
Glory” (Hymnal for Catholic Students). 

These are our special gifts to help Jesus. Our 

money will help other people know that Jesus loves 

and cares for them, too. 

When coin box parade is completed, sit down 
together. Show the Teaching Picture “Jesus Overturn- 

ing the Tables.” 

What is Jesus doing? The people were doing things 
that God did not want. Jesus tried to stop the 

people. Some of them were very angry with Jesus. 

They wanted to kill him. 

Read: Mark 11:18. 

Show the Teaching Picture, “Jesus and the Wheat 

Seeds.” 

Jesus didn’t want the disciples to be sad or afraid. 

He told them he would die, but in three days he 

would be with them again. 

BEGINNER RESOURCE SHEET March 24, 1991 

Have children come and sit in a circle around the 

meal setting. Show “The Last Supper” Teaching Pic- 
ture. 

Then Jesus and the disciples went together to have 
a special supper. It was holiday time in Jerusalem. 

All the families were gathered to eat their special 
holiday meal, the Passover feast. There were many 
foods: roast lamb, and parsley and eggs and spccial 

passover bread. They began with a special praycr. 

(Bow heads.) 

Blessed are you, 

O Lord, Our God, 

Ruler of the Universe, 

Who gave us these wonderful gifts. 

Amen. 

When Jesus passed the bread and served the wine 

he told his friends again about his death. He told 
them not to be afraid. He reminded them of the 

promise that in three days he would be with them 
again. (Share the matzoh and grape juice.) 

Later that night, some men who didn’t like Jesus 

came and took him away. They hung Jesus on a 
wooden cross. It hurt a lot. Jesus was very brave. 

(Get up and move to the part of the room where you 

have placed “The Three Crosses” picture.) When 

Jesus died, his friends were very sad. They wrapped 

his body in soft white cloth, and laid it in a cave in a 

garden. They rolled a big stone in front of the open- 

ing to the cave. They were very sad and frightened. 

Some of them hid because they were afraid of the 

soldiers. 

Then something strange happened. On Sunday 

morning some women came and found the stonc 

rolled away from the cave door and Jesus’ body was 

gone. They ran to the other disciples. “Comc and 

see” they said. “Something strange is going on.” 

(Get up and move to the part of the room where you 

have placed “The Empty Tomb” picture.) What had 

happened? Finally, they figured out that Jesus was 

alive again. “Alleluia,” they sang. “Praisc the 

Lord!” Jesus’ fricnds were very happy. 
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(&=N UnitV Week 6 BEGINNER ACTIVITY SHEET March 24, 1991 
  

Integrating the Theme (Option A) 

  

        

        

    > 
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Unit V: God’s Covenant With Us March 24, 1991 

Week 6: The Events of Holy Week Palm Sunday 

  

»PURPOSE 

»PREPARATION 

»OPENING 

»INTRODUCING 
THE THEME 

To hear the Easter story of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

Materials: birthday list; extra towels and ties for headdresses, 

“Palm Parade” Teaching Picture, palms or green construction paper strips, 

Activity Sheets (if you plan to do this in class) scissors, crayons, 

glue, construction paper; Resource Sheet. 

Meet with catechists from other classes to plan set-up for the various areas of “A Walk 

Through Holy Week.” See Resource Sheet. 

Contact parents to remind them to send coin boxes or rice bowls with children and 

towels and ties for headdresses. 

o Make copies of the Activity Sheet. 

» Read Sunday Background Sheet. 

» Check birthday list. 

Open with a song, take attendance, and acknowledge birthdays. 

+ Thank you God, 

for our church 

where we can come to hear 

stories of Jesus 

and of your love. 

Amen. + 

Invite the children to put on their towel headpieces and imagine that they are the disciples 

of Jesus. If your session is during the week or you did not participate in the community’ 

palm procession, put up “Palm Parade” Teaching Picture and begin here. 

The Bible tells us about a special parade that the people had for Jesus. On this day 

Jesus rode a donkey into the city of Jerusalem. People stood by the side of the road 

waiting to see Jesus. (Show picture of the “Palm Parade.”) They were so glad to see 

him they broke branches off palm trees and waved them as he rode by. They shouted, 

“Hosanna, Hosanna.” This means “Save us, O Lord.” Can you say “Hosanna!”? 

(Shout together.) Now let’s pretend that we are there as part of that parade welcoming 

Jesus. 

You might ask one child to be Jesus. Pin a towel cape around the child’s shoulders and 

have them walk slowly by, as everyone waves their palms and shouts “Hosanna!” 

If the children participated in the community’s Palm Sunday procession, you might like to 

begin with another chorus of one of the songs and wave the branches. As you do, parade to 

your prayer area and have the children place their Lenten coin boxes or rice bowls on a 

table. 

Sing: “We Have a King Who Rides a Donkey” from the Primary Catechist’s Supplement or 

“The King of Glory” from the Hymnal for Catholic Students. 

These are our special gifts to help Jesus. Our money will help other people know that 

Jesus loves and cares for them, too. 
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»EXPLORING 
THE THEME 

»INTEGRATING 
THE THEME 

»CLOSING 

Follow the outline for “A Walk Through Holy Week.” 

Mixed-up Easter Story. Give out the Activity Sheets for class members to work on at home 

or in class if you have time. Ask them to color the pictures, cut them,and then to arrange 

the pictures in order. Mount the correct order on construction paper. 

Gather in a circle with palm branches. Wave the branches and sing “We Have a King Who 

Rides a Donkey” or “The King of Glory” again. Conclude with the Lord's Prayer. 
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Unit V Week 6 PRIMARY RESOURCE SHEET March 24, 1991 
  

Exploring the Theme: A Walk Through Holy Week 
Walking through Holy Week, as explained here, is a 

powerful experience. It doesn’t need elaborate prepara- 

tions; in fact, it is important to keep it as simple as pos- 

sible. 
We divided the areas to be set up and made different 

teachers responsible for setting up each area and gather- 

ing any props needed for their scene. 

We chose most actors on the spot as needed and 

described in the script. The exceptions were the guard, 

Mary Magdalene and the cue card holder in the trial 

scene, which needed some prior explaining; otherwise it 

just “happened” according to the Scriptures. We had a 

“Jesus cape” to allow several children to experience 

being Jesus and to indicate clearly who was Jesus at that 

moment. We also included the resurrection scene, as it 

did not seem appropriate to stop at the crucifixion with 

the children. 

We phoned the children during the week prior to the 

experience, asking them to bring a towel or piece of 

material, and a man’s tie or material dress belt to tie on 

headpieces. This also served as a good reminder for 

those who had been away, as well as giving us a chance 

to remind them about bringing their Lenten coin boxes. 

We recruited older students who were good readers 

early. We wanted them to have time to practice their 

Scripture passages at home. 

Palm Parade 

Materials: palms, Bible. 

If you meet during the week, begin with a Palm 

Parade. This will be a preview of what happens on Pas- 

sion Sunday. If you meet on Passion Sunday itself, you 

will probably participate in the regular procession and 

can skip this section. 

Read: Mark 14:1-2, 10, 12-17. 

Move to the area designated and set up for the Last 

Supper. 

At the Last Supper 

Materials: parsley, haroset (a mixture of apples, 

raisins, nuts, cinnamon, lemon juice, and honey), mat- 

zoh or rye crisp substitute, hard-boiled egg, lamb bone 

or beef-bone substitute, grape juice and small cups, 

cape for Jesus, Bible. 

Explain the various foods of the Passover meal placed 

on the table. 

Parsley: a sign of spring which is dipped in salt water, a 

reminder of the tears shed in slavery in Egypt. 

Haroset: a memory of the mortar used in the building 

with bricks. 

Matzoh or unleavened bread: a symbol of the haste in 

which they left. 

Egg: symbol of a holiday or festival season of rebirth 

and renewal. 

Lamb: lamb’s blood was used on the Israelites’ door 

posts for the “passing-over” of the angel of death the 

night before they were allowed to leave Egypt. 
Choose one person to be Jesus and place the cape on 

him or her. 

Reading: Mark 14:18-22: Jesus breaks the matzoh and 

passes it around. 

Reading: Mark 14:23-25: Jesus pours the grape juice, 

and it is passed around. 

Read verse 26 and sing a short verse of a hymn if 

desired (such as “Praise God from Whom All Blessings 

Flow” from the Hymnal for Catholic Students. 

Reading: Mark 14:27-31. 

Move to the area set up as a garden. Jesus brings cape. 

In the Garden 

Materials: rope, Bible. 

Choose one person to be Jesus and place the cape on 

their shoulders. Choose a Peter, James, John, and a 

Judas. Give the guard some rope to tie Jesus’ hands. 

Read: Mark 14:32-50 and ask each of the actors to just 

do what the story says as it is read. 

The guard and Jesus move to trial area. Peter and the 

rest move to the campfire in the “Courtyard.” 

In the Courtyard 

Materials: “campfire” (could be a Scout campfire or 

logs and red tissue paper), Bible. 

Choose someone to be the servant girl and someone to 

crow. Insruct actors to mime actions as Scripture is read. 

Read: Mark 14:53-56, 66-72. 

Move to the area designated for the trial by Pilate. 

At the Trial 

Materials: cue cards, “crown of thorns,” cross, Bible 

The guard brings Jesus out. Change actors for Jesus if 

you wish. Have person with cue cards standing ready. 

Read: Mark 15:1, 6-9 (cue card: “No, no”) 

Read: Mark 15:10-13 (cue card: “Crucify him”) 

Read: Mark 15:14 (cue card again: “Crucify him”) 

Read: Mark 15:15-20. The guard places crown of 

thorns on Jesus’ head and hands him the cross. Guard 

whispers that Jesus should walk and then fall with the 

Cross. 

(continued on other side) 

  

CELEBRATING THE LECTIONARY  



  

Unit V Week 6 PRIMARY RESOURCE SHEET March 24, 1991 
  

The Walk to Goigotha 

Materials: Bible 
Jesus begins to walk and then stumbles. The guard 

asks the crowd if someone will carry the cross. Ask 

several times if necessary. If no one responds, seize 

someone. 

Read: Mark 15:21-22. 

The Crucifixion 

Materials: This sheet, Bible. 
Ask the group to sit down, close their eyes and im- 

agine the next scene. Remove the cloak from the Jesus 

actor and the cross from the Simon of Cyrene actor. 

Read: the following, which is based on Mark 15:23-43. 

Jesus was nailed to a wooden cross between two rob- 

bers. It was a horrible death normally kept for 

criminals. His enemies laughed and hurled insults. As 

Jesus hung there in great pain the whole world grew 

very dark. It was as though the sun could not bear to 

watch what was happening. The crowd was hushed. 

Jesus repeated one of the psalms to himself. 

“My God, my God, 
Why have you abandoned me? 

I have cried for help 

But it does not come.” 

After three agonizing hours he took one last deep 

breath. And then he died. 

It was toward evening when Joseph of Arimathea ar- 

rived to ask Pilate if he could take Jesus’ body for burial. 

Invite them to open their eyes. 

Read: Mark 15:44-47. 

Through the sadness of Saturday into Sunday morning 

Deep sadness and confusion filled the disciples. 

Enter Mary Magdalene (this could be an adult), call- 

ing, 

Come and see! 

Something wonderful has happened! Come and see! 

Everyone moves to the resurrection room. 

Resurrection Room 

Materials: Dark brown and gray sheets or blankets, 

Bible. 
Build your empty tomb ahead of time by arranging 

sheets or blankets over some tables and chairs. 

Take a few minutes for children all have a chance to 

see the empty cave up close. 

Read: Mark 16:1-7. 

Sing “Ho, Ho, Hosanna!” or “Easter Alleluia” from 

your Catechist’s Supplement. 
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Integrating the Theme: Easter Story 
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Unit V: God’s Covenant With Us March 24, 1991 

Week 6: The Events of Holy Week Palm Sunday 
  

»PURPOSE 

»PREPARATION 

»OPENING 

»INTRODUCING 
THE THEME 

»EXPLORING 
THE THEME 

To hear the Easter story of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

Materials: birthday list; “Palm Parade” Teaching Picture, palm branches; 

Resource Sheet for “A Walk Through Holy Week”; 

“Finding Our Way through the Easter Story” Activity Sheets and (if you plan to do this in 

class) scissors, glue, and paper for mounting pictures. 

» Meet with catechists from other classes to plan set-up for the various areas of “A Walk 

Through Holy Week.” 

o Contact children to remind them to bring Lenten offerings and towels and ties for head- 

dresses. 

+ Read Sunday Background Sheet. 

o Check birthday list for next two weeks. 

Open with a song, take attendance, and acknowledge birthdays. 

+ Thank you God, 

for our church 

where we can come to hear 

stories of Jesus 

and of your love. 

Amen. + 

Accept Lenten offerings. 

If you could invite a famous person to come here who would it be. The president? A 

TV star? A rock musician? The pope? 

Let the students suggest names. Discuss what plan they would make to help this famous 

person feel welcome. For example, they might meet the person at the airport, bring their 

friends to get a glimpse or an autograph, greet them with a band or a flowered lei, roll out 

the red carpet, present them with the key to the city, and so forth. 

Imagine that finally the famous person arrives — and everyone is jumping up and 

down waving and yelling and trying to get the person to look at them or shake their 

hand. 

This must have been what it was like when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. 

People were glad to see him. They called him Messiah. They called him king. They 

spread a carpet of cloaks in front of him. They waved branches in the air like flags. 

And they shouted, “Hosanna! Hosanna!” which means “Free us, now!” and is some- 

thing you would shout to a heroic leader. 

Hand out palms and march to the “Walk Through Holy Week” while either singing “The 

King of Glory” (Hymnal for Catholic Students) or yelling “Hosannah! Hosanna!” 

Follow the outline for “A Walk Through Holy Week” on the Resource Sheet. 
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»INTEGRATING Hand out “Finding Our Way Through the Easter Story” Activity Sheets for class members 
THE THEME to complete in class if you have time or to work on at home. 

»CLOSING Gather in a circle with palm branches. Wave the branches and sing “The King of Glory.” 

Note: Rather than “The King of Glory,” you may want to use whatever song you'll be using 

for the palm procession on Sunday. 
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Unit V Week 6 INTERMEDIATE RESOURCE SHEET March 24, 1991 
  

Exploring the Theme: A Walk Through Holy Week 
Walking through Holy Week, as explained here, is a 

powerful experience. It doesn’t need elaborate prepara- 

tions; in fact, it is important to keep it as simple as pos- 

sible. 

We divided the areas to be set up and made different 

teachers responsible for setting up each area and gather- 

ing any props needed for their scene. 

We chose most actors on the spot as needed and 

described in the script. The exceptions were the guard, 

Mary Magdalene, and the cue card holder in the trial 

scene, which needed some prior explaining; otherwise it 

just “happened” according to the Scriptures. We had a 

“Jesus cape” to allow several children to experience 

being Jesus and to indicate clearly who was Jesus at that 

moment. We also included the resurrection scene, as it 

did not seem appropriate to stop at the crucifixion with 

the children. 
We phoned the children during the week prior to the 

experience, asking them to bring a towel or piece of 

material, and a man’s tie or material dress belt to tie on 

headpieces. This also served as a good reminder for 

those who had been away, as well as giving us a chance 

to remind them about bringing their Lenten coin boxes. 

We recruited older students who were good readers 

early. We wanted them to have time to practice their 

Scripture passages at home. 

Palm Parade 

Materials: palms, Bible. 

If you meet during the week, begin with a Palm 

Parade. This will be a preview of what happens on Pas- 

sion Sunday. If you meet on Passion Sunday itself, you 

will probably participate in the regular procession and 

can skip this section. 

Read: Mark 14:1-2, 10, 12-17. 

Move to the area designated and set up for the Last 

Supper. 

At the Last Supper 

Materials: parsley, haroset (a mixture of apples, 

raisins, nuts, cinnamon, lemon juice, and honey), mat- 

zoh or rye crisp substitute, hard-boiled egg, lamb bone 

or beef-bone substitute, grape juice and small cups, 

cape for Jesus, Bible. 

Explain the various foods of the Passover meal placed 

on the table. 

Parsley: a sign of spring which is dipped in salt water, a 

reminder of the tears shed in slavery in Egypt. 

Haroset: a memory of the mortar used in the building 

with bricks. 

Matzoh or unleavened bread: a symbol of the haste in 
which they left. 

Egg: symbol of a holiday or festival season of rebirth 

and renewal. 

Lamb: lamb’s blood was used on the Israelites'door 
posts for the “passing-over” of the angel of death the 

night before they were allowed to leave Egypt. 

Choose one person to be Jesus and place the cape on 

him or her. 
Reading: Mark 14:18-22: Jesus breaks the matzoh and 

passes it around. 

Reading: Mark 14:23-25: Jesus pours the grape juice, 

and it is passed around. 

Read verse 26 and sing a short verse of a hymn if 

desired (such as “Praise God from Whom All Blessings 

Flow” from the Hymnal for Catholic Students). 

Read: Mark 14:27-31. 

Move to the area set up as a garden. Jesus brings cape. 

In the Garden 

Materials: rope, Bible. 

Choose one person to be Jesus and place the cape on 

their shoulders. Choose a Peter, James, John, and a 

Judas. Give the guard some rope to tie Jesus’ hands. 

Read: Mark 14:32-50 and ask each of the actors to just 

do what the story says as it is read. 

The guard and Jesus move to trial area. Peter and the 

rest move to the campfire in the “Courtyard.” 

In the Courtyard 

Materials: “campfire” (could be a Scout campfire or 

logs and red tissue paper, Bible. 

Choose someone to be the servant girl and someone to 

crow. Instruct actors to mime actions as Scripture is read. 

Read: Mark 14:53-56, 66-72. 

Move to the area designated for the trial by Pilate. 

At the Trial 

Materials: cue cards, “crown of thorns,” cross, Bible 

The guard brings Jesus out. Change actors for Jesus if 

you wish. Have person with cue cards standing ready. 

Read: Mark 15:1, 6-9 (cue card: “No, no”) 

Read: Mark 15:10-13 (cue card: “Crucify him”) 

Read: Mark 15:14 (cue card again: “Crucify him”) 

Read: Mark 15:15-20. The guard places crown of 

thorns on Jesus’ head and hands him the cross. Guard 

whispers that Jesus should walk and then fall with the 

Cross. 
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Unit V Week 6 INTERMEDIATE RESOURCE SHEET March 24, 1991 
  

The Walk to Golgotha 

Materials: Bible 
Jesus begins to walk and then stumbles. The guard 

asks the crowd if someone will carry the cross. Ask 

several times if necessary. If no one responds, seize 

someone. 

Read: Mark 15:21-22. 

The Crucifixion 

Materials: this sheet, Bible. 

Ask the group to sit down, close their eyes and im- 

agine the next scene. Remove the cloak from the Jesus 

actor and the cross from the Simon of Cyrene actor. 

Read: the following, which is based on Mark 15:23-43. 

Jesus was nailed to a wooden cross between two rob- 

bers. It was a horrible death normally kept for 

criminals. His enemies laughed and hurled insults. As 

Jesus hung there in great pain the whole world grew 

very dark. It was as though the sun could not bear to 

watch what was happening. The crowd was hushed. 

Jesus repeated one of the psalms to himself. 

“My God, my God, 

Why have you abandoned me? 

I have cried for help 

But it does not come.” 

After three agonizing hours he took one last deep 

breath. And then he died. 

It was toward evening when Joseph of Arimathea ar- 

rived to ask Pilate if he could take Jesus’ body for burial. 

Invite them to open their eyes. 

Read: Mark 15:44-47. 

Through the sadness of Saturday into Sunday morn- 

ing, deep sadness and confusion filled the disciples. 

Enter Mary Magdalene (this could be an adult), call- 

ing, 

Come and see! 

Something wonderful has happened! Come and see! 

Everyone moves to the resurrection room. 

Resurrection Room 

Materials: Dark brown and gray sheets or blankets, 

Bible. 

Build your empty tomb ahead of time by arranging 

sheets or blankets over some tables and chairs. 

Take a few minutes for children all to have a chance to 

see the empty cave up close. 

Read: Mark 16:1-7. 

Sing “Ho, Ho, Hosanna!” or “Easter Alleluia” from 

your Catechist’s Supplement. 
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Unit V Week 6 INTERMEDIATE ACTIVITY SHEET March 24, 1991 

Integrating the Theme: Finding Our Way Through the Easter Story 

Cut these sentences apart and glue them in the right order so that they tell the Easter story. 

When Jesus died, Joseph of Arimathea asked if he could bury the body in his own garden 

cemetery. 

When Jesus went to the temple, he became angry at the temple leaders and their system for 

cheating the people —so he overturned the tables. 

Pilate could find no fault with Jesus so he asked the crowd their wishes. They shouted, “Crucify 
\ 
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Unit V: God’s Covenant With Us March 17, 1991 

Week 5: A New Life RCIA LESSON 5th Sunday of Lent 
  

»PURPOSE 

»PREPARATION 

»OPENING 

»INTRODUCING 
THE THEME 

»EXPLORING 
THE THEME 

»INTEGRATING 
THE THEME 

FE 

To help the elect understand the new life they will share with Christ in baptism. 

Materials: New American Bible, candle, matches, 
long piece of fabric (e.g., feit) or butcher paper for a Scripture banner, 

glue, tape, small pieces of felt, yarn, ribbon, colored markers, old magazines, etc, 

Background Sheets, Activity Sheets. 

Make copies of the Background Sheet for Week 6 (Adult Lesson) and the Activity Sheet. 

Before the meeting, enthrone a Bible on a stand next to the candle. 

Ask for a volunteer reader and candle lighter for the Opening Prayer. 

Mark one Bible at Psalm 130 for the volunteer reader and give everyone a Bible. 

Welcome the group and introduce any new members. 

Pray together from the Activity Sheet and light candle as indicated. 

As Jesus makes his final journey towards Jerusalem where he will suffer and die, he 

reassures his followers that all who believe in him will be raised with him to eternal 

life. 

In baptism we are called and chosen to belong to Christ. 

Through the grace poured out in baptism we die to our former sinful lives, and 

proclaim the mystery of Christ's resurrection alive in us. 

Ask the volunteer to read Psalm 130. 

Discuss: 

® Does it seem that at times my prayers go unheard? 

eo Have I been in a situation where I have waited a long time for my prayers to be 

answered? 

® What can I say to someone who feels unforgiven? 

® In what ways does our nation need to be redeemed from iniquity? 

Divide into small groups for sharing the readings for this Sunday. Use the questions on the 

Actiivty Sheet for discussion. 

This Sunday the elect are given the third and final scrutiny as they examine the light and 

darkness in their lives before baptism at Easter. They are challenged to make Christ's vic- 

tory over sin and death their own. 

Divide the group into small groups to work on the Scripture banner celebrating lifc. Each 

group should be given craft supplies and instructed to depict some aspect of life (e.g. 

water, babies, flowers, animals, lovers, etc.) in words, symbols, or illustration. 

Hang a long piece of material or butcher paper on the wall and ask each group to decorate 

a portion of the banner. The leaders can cut out large letters to spell the word “LIFE” 
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»CLOSING 

which can be glued or taped to the center of the banner. When the banner is finished, invite 
a representative of each group to explain the meaning of their symbols of life. 

Gather the group in a circle. 

Leader holds the candle and says a simple prayer asking God to “unbind” him/her from any- 

thing that keeps them from personally experiencing the fullness of life . (If the leader 

models a simple, general prayer it will encourage others to do the same.) 

The leader hands the candle to the first person and calls her/him by name and asks: 

(Name) what keeps you bound? 

When the person finishes the prayer, the leader says, 

Untie (Name) and let him/her go free. 

The person who has been freed hands the candle to the second person and so on untill all 

have been called forth. 

Greet one another with a sign of peace. 

Give everyone a Background Sheet for Week 6. 
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Unit V Week 5 
  

RCIA ACTIVITY SHEET March 17, 1991 

  

» OPENING PRAYER 

Volunteer lights candle 

  

Lead a prayer of intercession. Read the intention, then 

pause while the group names those individuals for 

whom they wish to pray: 

ILeader: Creator God, we pray for all newly born. 

(Pause) 

Leader:Merciful God, we pray for all those who are ill. 

(Pause) 

Leader: Savior God, we pray for all who are dying. 

(Pause) 
Leader: Compassionate God, we pray for all who are 

grieving. (Pause) 

Leader: Redeemer God, we pray for all who are in 

darkness. (Pause) 

Leader: Let us pray for the personal intentions of those 

who are to be baptized that God will grant them new 

life. 

(Pause for those who wish to pray spontaneously) 

Leader:Gracious God, we make this prayer trusting 

that you will raise us to new life with your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

» EXPLORING THE THEME 

Read Ezekiel 37:12-14. Share one or more of the 

following: 

1. Where do you see “dry bones” in the world today? 

2. Have you ever felt scattered, lifeless, and dry? 

3. What did it take to pull you together? 

Read Romans 8:8-11. Share the following: 

1. What does it mean to live “according to the flesh”? 

2. What does it mean to live “according to the spirit”? 

3. Where do we see examples of each today? 

Read John 11:1-45 (or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33-45). Share 

any of the following: 

1. How would you compare your experience of 

someone’s death with that of Martha and Mary? 

2. If you knew that you had only a short time to live, 

what changes would you make? 

3. If you could write your own obituary, what would you 

say? 

4. How does your faith in the resurrection affect the way 

you live? 

Fill out the exercise below and share in groups of three. 

  - 

MY OBITUARY 
| died today. 

My greatest contribution to the world was: 

My greatest regret was: 

The person | most wanted at my funeral was: 

The song | wanted played at my funeral was:   
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APPENDIX E 

Sample Teaching Pictures 

 



Sample Teaching Pictures 

These are examples of Teaching Pictures included in all teaching packets except Adult. 

They are designed to be colored or painted prior to use. 

See the page 3 for further information. 
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