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Chapter I 

Introduction 

The reunion of medicine and faith is gaining strength in today’s health care field. 

When a person is hospitalized not only are their physical needs being attended to but their 

emotional and spiritual needs are assessed and addressed. Studies have proven that a 

person who is connected with her/his faith during the time of treatment and recovery does 

convalesce more quickly with fewer complications. Medicine is becoming wholistic 

once again. 

There is a disparity in the availability of the resources for prayer and worship in the 

healthcare setting and the need that exists. Pastoral caregivers in the healthcare setting 

often are too busy to have the opportunity to plan rituals and liturgies as the need arises. 

This project is an attempt to fill the need by providing resources that can be utilized either 

directly or with adaptation. 

 



Rituals and Worship Services for Healthcare Institutions 

Thesis Statement 

When a person is hospitalized they are taken from all that is familiar and 

comforting to her/him. One of the ways in which they can find comfort is through 

pastoral care. Pastoral care can be most effective when familiar words, prayers and 

rituals are shared reminding the patient that he/she can depend on God’s healing power. 

 



PROPOSAL 
PASTORAL PROJECT 

Master of Arts in Pastoral Theology 

~ “Rituals and Services for Healthcare Institutions” 

Jeannine Nix 

October 2001 

Definition of a Pastoral Concern 
A. A thorough description of the pastoral concern to be addressed. This 

includes identification of the concern, possible causes, definition of terms. 

A very positive movement in healthcare at the beginning of the twenty-first 

century is the commitment by chaplains and most other healthcare professionals of 

treating a person in a wholistic manner. The commitment to wholistic treatment brings a 

balance to the emotional, spiritual and physical care of patients. This shift counters the 

separation of science and religion, which began with early scientific discoveries and was 

broadly accepted during the period of the Enlightenment and beyond. As a result medical 

science did not view persons in a wholistic approach for many centuries. We are slowly 

returning to a balance of understanding how the emotional, physical, mental and spiritual 

elements are equally important in bringing wellness, healing and wholeness to a person. 

There are recent studies that confirm that persons who have a connection to a faith 

community, pray regularly, and/or are visited by a pastor or chaplain heal more quickly 

following surgical procedures. At Parkview Hospital there has been an increase in the 

request of a physician for a chaplain to see a patient or to be present with the physician 

when talking with a family. 

In order to enhance the wellness of a person when she/he is hospitalized the 

connection of religious rituals would most likely bring about a sense of calm, a more  



profound sense of God’s presence and a feeling of hopefulness. This, in turn, would 

result in a more expedient and deeper healing. For the above reasons I believe a book of 

rituals that address the specific needs of patients, family members and staff of healthcare 

institutions would in an invaluable tool. 

At Parkview Hospital there has been an increase in the interest and importance of 

worship services as well as bedside rituals for a variety of situations. Rarely is there an 

order of worship specific for these circumstances. In the midst of the pace of a busy 

hospital it is difficult to find the time to put together a service that speaks to the needs of 

the staff, patient or family member each and every time. I believe there is a need for a 

book of worship explicitly for use in healthcare institutions. In emergency situations 

there is not time to gather resources before moving to the patient’s bedside. My project 

would allow the chaplain to celebrate a well-planned ritual event without spending a 

great deal of time in the planning stages allowing more time for personal pastoral care yet 

with the flexibility to adapt the service to the specific need. 

Definition of terms. 

Healthcare institutions-For this project I will use the term “healthcare institution” 

generally to apply to a tertiary care hospital. I believe other hospitals and nursing homes 

would also find this resource helpful but to a lesser degree. 

Pastoral Care-In this resource the term pastoral care will be used in reference ministry to 

persons in a healthcare institution. 

Rituals-This is an action that makes tangible God’s loving presence and the healing 

power of God’s love.  



Order of worship-A well prepared plan for a service of prayer, petition, scripture and 

song or other means to bring a community of people together in faith. 

Healing-God’s will for us is to be whole. Every person is in need of some kind of 

recovering. Healing can be spiritual, emotional, or physical. 

Wholistic-As Christians it is our responsibility to strive to be in balance. We continue to 

work at becoming more Godly by internalizing our experiences to learn and know 

ourselves more each day. Wholism is viewing each person as a human being who is 

complete in all aspects of their life. 

B. A description of the cultural (i.e., historical, sociological, economic, 

psychological), dimensions of the pastoral context of the problem. 

My experience of hospital ministry has been at Parkview Hospital in Fort Wayne, 

Indiana. This project is born from that experience. Parkview has historical roots with the 

United Methodist Church. Because this project is proposed for use at Parkview and 

because of my limited experiences with other faith traditions I will base this project on 

services normative to the Christian faith with the attempt to be as inclusive as possible. 

It is important to recognize that the majority of our patients do not have ties to a 

specific church community. Each day there is a confidential listing for the benefit of the 

chaplains of the patient’s church preference. While there are many who have a church 

home, there are a number who identify their faith tradition as a generic Lutheran, Baptist, 

United Methodist, Catholic, or even more vague, they list themselves as Protestant. It is 

important to note is that the largest number of patients are listed as NOP-no religious 

preference. 

The Parkview Hospital chaplains believe it is our responsibility to meet each 

person where they are in their faith. When one is hospitalized many times the uncertainly  



brings about a greater openness to spirituality and faith issues even among those who do 

not regularly profess a faith in God. Often it seems that chaplains are welcomed as 

representing God’s comforting presence regardless of the staff, patient or family 

member’s religious beliefs. There are times when the personal experiences or cultural 

experiences of a patient/family member is beyond our own ability to meet their needs- 

then we simply show our acceptance and respect while offering our support. 

C. A clear statement of the significance of this concern for pastoral ministry 

including its theological implications. 

The resource of worship/ritual for healthcare institutions will provide meaningful 

words/prayer, scripture, music and ritual action that focuses specifically on the event at 

hand. Its focal point will be God’s healing power in whatever form it may take for the 

person/persons involved. The resource will accentuate the humility of working as God’s 

instruments of healing as health care workers. All chaplains who use this resource will 

be assured of the appropriateness of the service/ritual at their disposal at a moment’s 

notice. Having this resource will give chaplains confidence and calmness in the midst of 

the stress and chaos of hospital life when called upon to support a family and/or patient in 

an event where ritual is fitting as a method of pastoral care. 

IL. Plan of Action for a Pastoral Response 
A. In light of the perceived problem or concern, describe your design for an 

appropriate response. 

This resource will include a number of rituals or worship services that are 

important to a tertiary care hospital. There will be both rituals appropriate to the bedside 

of a patient as well as those celebrated in the hospital chapel. It will also consider the 

needs of the staff, departmental needs and those of the extended organization and provide 

liturgies for circumstances and events of importance to the institution.  



Each ritual/worship service in this resource will give flexibility to the presider in 

choosing the most appropriate scripture, prayers and movement for those gathered. There 

will be some rubrics included for ease in use for the chaplains whose traditions are non- 

liturgical. 

B. Indicate why your design addresses the concern and how it will be 

implemented in a well-designed theological reflection process with a group of 

people, both in the planning and in the implementation stages. 

The compilation of rituals and worship services will enhance the pastoral care 

hospital chaplains are able to give to patients, family members and staff. This will be a 

handbook they can pick up quickly as they respond to a request for turning off a 

ventilator, ritual prayer with family as a patient is dying, a chapel service with many 

family members making a decision about prolonged life support as well as many other 

instances that chaplains face on a weekly basis. 

As I meet with ministers of various Christian traditions we will look at what are 

important common elements in ritual and word that will bring a sense of compassion and 

healing. We will discuss how each of us feel a sense of God’s presence and how we 

might respond to that. 

I will listen to their personal experiences of care-what was helpful and what left a 

negative impact. I will also want to discuss what they have observed as they have 

provided pastoral care to our patients and family members that has provided comfort as 

well as experiences when they might have felt restricted or limited to provide rituals that 

could have brought comfort to the family. 

In light of the above two discussions we will dialogue about the cultural 

influences in us and in the persons we serve. What are the differences in our corner of  



the world that might create inhibitions or openness to certain methods of pastoral care? 

How can we accommodate those differences while not fully understanding them? 

This will be a project born from the experience, religious, personal and cultural 

understanding and practices of the very persons who are on the front lines as instruments 

of God’s compassion and healing touch. 

By using a few of the same chaplains who are those in the midst of hospital 

pastoral care along with ministers whom I consider exceptional pastors we can begin with 

the project draft for theological reflection. That will enable me to be ensured that the 

goals and objectives have been met in shaping this resource to be a tool of great value. 

C. Outline the major components of the action plan including: 

1. Goal-To provide an established resource for hospital chaplains to use as a 

tool of pastoral care for patients, families and/or staff. 

Objectives-Improve the level of pastoral care provided to patients, family 

members and visitors. 
-Strengthen the connection between medical science and religion (faith). 

-Provide a quality assurance tool that standardizes ritual/worship practices 

by utilizing the best of numerous Christian traditions. 

-Create services that are inclusive and representative of the major Christian 

traditions. 

D. Prepare a timetable for implementation, including date of drafts of the 

paper to the course professor, number of meetings, and the proposed date 

of completion of the project. 

-Planning meetings with chaplaincy staff as theological reflection group 

-First meeting--October 2001 Follow up meeting—November 2001 

-Implementation meeting with selected chaplains from planning group, 

with selected members of the Chaplaincy Pastoral Care Advisory 

Committee, and an experienced liturgist from my parish for review of 

proposed implementation of resource with theological reflection-  



February 2002 

-Draft due --March 1, 2002 -Date of Completion--April 1, 2002 

E. Indicate criteria and method for evaluation. 

For my evaluation and implementation group I have chosen to work with persons 

who bring knowledge and experience in pastoral care giving in either parishes or the 

hospital. This group is diverse in religious traditions but would be considered mainline 

Christians. I believe the diversity, experience, and interest of each of these persons will 

give me the basis to carefully examine this worship and ritual resource to insure that it 

will bring the healing power and compassion of God to patients, families and staff 

persons of Parkview Hospital or other tertiary health care facilities. 

This resource of worship services and bedside rituals should: 

-Meet the needs of the specific situation for which it is planned 

-Be sensitive to the differences among Christian religious traditions 

-Assert God’s healing power above all others 
-Call for healing that includes the emotional, mental, spiritual and physical 

healing in whatever form God wills 
-Be inclusive as well as representative of the major/mainline Christian traditions 

-Be an easily used resource and valued asset to hospital chaplains 

When the evaluation group affirms the criteria set forth has been met this project will be 

complete. 

 



Chapter 11 

Planning and Implementation 

The Planning Stage 

The chaplaincy staff with whom I work at Parkview Hospital agreed to assist me 

in the planning of my project, “Rituals and Worship Services for Healthcare Institutions.” 

The staff included five staff chaplains who cover the schedule 24/7, my supervisor the 

director of the department and the secretary. Because the secretary responds to many 

phone calls and walk-ins each day I thought her input would be valuable in assessing 

areas of importance to be included in this project. The staff was reflective of the diverse 

community we serve. The religious backgrounds are: United Methodist, Southern 

Baptist, Missionary Church, United Church of Christ, Evangelical Lutheran Church of 

America and my background of Roman Catholic. It is important to note the diversity of 

liturgical and non-liturgical experiences of the group with whom I met. 

In this meeting I hoped to find the areas in which the chaplains thought this 

project could be of help in their day-to-day ministry in the hospital. In order to assist 

them in preparing for this meeting I sent each one a copy of Part I of my proposal which 

included the definition of a pastoral concern, the definition of terms, a description of the 

cultural dimensions of the pastoral context, and the statement of the significance for this 

concern for pastoral ministry. I included a cover letter thanking them for their time and 

expertise along with an outline of the theological reflection model we would be using. 

Each of the persons in the group, with the exception of the secretary and me, is an  



ordained minister and therefore, somewhat familiar with theological reflection. The 

cover letter can be found in Appendix A. 

I chose to use the Tripolar Model of Theological Reflection. I asked each person 

in the group to think of personal experiences where they felt inadequate in the way they 

were able to minister to a person/family in a specific experience and to think about what 

would be have been helpful to them at that time. I also asked them to consider what 

cultural influences we encounter in our geographical area that inhibits or enhances the 

acceptance of the pastoral care we work to provide. In addition they were to reflect on 

the influence their own religious background brings to their ministry especially in terms 

of scripture and ritual. 

The Implementation Stage 

Since each of the persons in the group had been serving as chaplains at Parkview 

Hospital for several years they were able to give me valuable information about the gaps 

they felt in available resources. Those from non-liturgical traditions felt some 

inadequacies when faced with a family whose experiences were of structured rituals 

especially during times of death. The staff from liturgical traditions sensed a need to be 

more informal, almost to the point of casual, in their ministry with certain families. 

There was also a discussion of dealing with persons involved in violence. This is 

a relatively new but growing patient group. Each of the chaplains had pastured parishes 

and realized their experience of seminary then parish work did not give them familiarity 

in dealing with several sides of those involved in violence. It is especially difficult when 

both the victim and the perpetrator are both in the emergency room at the same time and,  



as chaplains, we are to bring the same love of God to both. This discussion moved 

automatically into the cultural issues we face in the location of Northeast Indiana. 

There was an acknowledgement of the number of person who are patients at the 

hospital who have not connection to a church. With that acknowledgement comes the 

opportunity to make God’s love real to the patients. Add to that the responsibility to 

respond to each person in a manner that affirms them whether they have never had any 

experience of “God talk” or if they are from a religious tradition that is very unfamiliar. 

The culture of the area served by Parkview Hospital is fluid enough to challenge each 

chaplain to continually look for resources to use that assists them in providing the 

pastoral care that best fits the needs of that patient/family. 

The group as a whole felt that their tradition did not give them enough resources 

to use in a hospital setting. Some of the chaplains whose traditions would encourage 

them to use scripture on a regular basis without much regard to the specific assessment of 

the patient have found the simply reading of scripture to be relatively ineffective for most 

patients. 

I was able to take from this discussion suggestions of what they hoped my project 

would provide for their use. An excitement and enthusiasm for this new tool was 

expressed which supported my decision for this project. I also encourage each one to 

continue to think about our discussion and to come to me with any reflective thoughts or 

ideas over the next few days. The following prayers, rituals and worship services are a 

direct result of meeting with the chaplains at Parkview Hospital.  



Chapter III 

Knowledge Gained by the Group in the Implementation Process 

The group gathered for the implementation process consisted of five persons plus 

the facilitator. Two of the persons in this group were also involved in the planning 

process. One is the director of chaplaincy at Parkview Hospital and the other a staff 

chaplain. They are ordained ministers, one United Methodist and the other United 

Church of Christ. In addition the liturgist from my parish, St. Jude Church and the 

pastoral associate from my parish who serves as a member of Parkview’s Pastoral Care 

Advisory Committee participated. The final member of the group brought a somewhat 

different expertise. He is a physician of Roman Catholic tradition. Until very recently 

he was the President and CEO of Parkview Hospital. Presently he is Senior Vice 

President of Parkview Health. He has always been very supportive of chaplaincy. He 

promoted and encouraged worship services and rituals. He strongly believes that faith 

plays an essential part in the healing process. He also had shown great interest in this 

project. 

Each member of the group commented on a raised awareness of the varied 

circumstances that are met within the pastoral care of a hospital on a regular basis. The 

bedside rituals for the birthing center raised discussion. There was acknowledgement of 

the vast difference between a miscarriage and a stillbirth, in terms of language, in helping 

patients and family have a sense of God’s compassionate care for the loss they were 

suffering. For some that was the first time they had considered how those differences  



affected the patient and family members and their needs for empathetic pastoral care. 

The two chaplains recognized how inadequate the rituals from their traditions are for 

defining these very specific situations. They had found their own Books of Worship to 

be too vague and general. They also became aware of how much energy they have been 

using to concentrate on the “correct” language to bring forth the love of God as they visit 

patients in particular circumstances especially in times of prayer for those patients. 

There was a healthy and interesting discussion of the ritual action of anointing. 

The Catholic participants learned that other faith traditions are using oil to anoint as a 

symbolic ritual of healing. There was concern about the confusion if someone other than 

a priest anoints a Catholic patient even if it was understood that it was not sacramental. 

The ecumenical dialogue ensued with knowledge and respect for the ritual meaning, 

which connects a patient with the soothing sense of touch, and prayer for healing while 

not sacramental. This was in comparison with the Sacrament of the Sick as administered 

by a priest in the Roman Catholic tradition. 

The gain that was most expressed and appreciated is that our differences are less 

and our similarities are great. It seemed to make little difference whether we came from 

a liturgical tradition or a non-liturgical tradition. The specific beliefs of our various faith 

traditions, which differ, were considered even less important. Possibly the most 

interesting was that the issues were similar if one was serving in a parish setting or in a 

healthcare setting. The important realization was that we are often left with events and/or 

circumstances in which it is difficult to find words that are adequately expressive of 

God’s love for that person in the events of that particular moment. It was articulated, 

with the group agreeing, that if we have more specific rituals and prayers to draw from  



the ministry of presence will be more complete. One could give complete attention to 

being present because she/he will not have to be thinking and planning of appropriate 

words while in the midst of caring for the patient and/or family. 

The participants indicated this was a valuable learning experience for them as 

individuals. The review of the materials presented moved them to a new level in 

awareness in their own roles. They also were appreciative of the opportunity to share 

with ministers of other faith traditions, which does not happen often enough when one 

serves on the staff of a parish. One person mentioned that she just had to keep on reading 

the materials because it made her aware of how lacking the resources for chaplains had 

been and she was so excited to have a tool specific to healthcare to use in her ministry. 

 



Chapter IV 

Evaluation by Participants 

I used three different written evaluation forms allowing questions specific to the 

exact participation of each person. One was for the group who participated only in the 

planning process. The second was for those who participated in the implementation 

process and the third was for the two persons who were involved in both planning and 

implementation. 

Planning Process Evaluation: There were five participants in this group who received 
  

and returned this evaluation. 

1) Were you provided adequate information to understand the process of planning 

for Rituals and Worship Services for Healthcare Institutions? 

All five answered yes to this question. Additional comments included: 

-We had both the opportunity to offer input before the meeting and during the 

meeting. That way the time could be used efficiently. 

-Jeannine explained her project and it made sense to have a written resource. 

-It was obvious that much work and thought was done. 

2) Did that information assist you in recognizing rituals that could be helpful in your 

pastoral care setting? 

All five answered yes to this question. Additional comments included: 

-My “eyes” were opened to rituals from a variety of traditions.  



-As a “non-liturgical” minister this event helped me to see options in pastoral care 

that I could use. 

-I gave her one or two ideas. 

3) Do you believe this book of rituals will provide you with helpful resources when 

meeting with families/patients? 

All five answered yes to this question. Additional comments included: 

-I believe it will!!! This can be especially useful to me because my faith group has 

limited rituals. 

-Some situations are so awful that having a ritual or ceremony at hand is useful. 

-I would like to have a copy I could keep. 

-No question! As a Level II Trauma Center we need to be thinking about ways of 

doing ministry with a variety of people who have a wide range of theological 

positions. 

4) What were the strengths and/or weaknesses of the facilitator in the planning 

meeting? 

-She presented a well organized, well thought through explanation for her book of 

rituals. It will be of great value. 

-Strength-We were allowed to express what we thought we needed to help our 

patients and their families. Weakness-Not enough time to discuss what all we might 

need. 

-Jeannine gave us lots of room to think out loud. She reflected back to us what she 

heard. She seemed open and surprised by some of the suggestions. 

-1 appreciate that she’s getting input from differing traditions.  



-The facilitator presented information about what might be included in the book and 

asked for ideas. It was presented in a factual and informative manner. 

5) Other comments: 

-I think rituals and ceremonies need to be somewhat flexible and so will need to 

change over time. Work like this will always be important because new ideas must 

be incorporated. This keeps the ritual alive. 

-Excellent resource. 

Implementation Group Evaluation 

In an attempt to gain the most thorough review of the project the group looked at it in 

comparison to the criteria that was established in the project proposal. This was 

accomplished verbally with group dialogue. A formal written evaluation form was used 

at the conclusion of the group discussion. 

To begin the process I asked for a general impression of the project. The project 

was seen as very valuable with great flexibility. There was encouragement to move 

toward publication and at some time in the future to expand it to include non-Christian 

traditions. The liturgist present said he had read all the prayers, rituals and services 

aloud. He mentioned they flowed well when spoken. A chaplain said she could not stop 

reading because she was so anxious to see what was next. 

Proposal Evaluation criteria 

This resource of worship services and bedside rituals should: 

eo Meet the need of the specific situation for which it is planned.  



Comments included that it was sensitive to who was present along with the patient 

and that the prayers for use in the birthing center especially met those various needs. 

The conclusion was that the resource definitely meets the needs of the specific 

situation. 

e Be sensitive to the differences among Christian religious traditions. 

The group commented that the resource is set up for flexibility with a sense that one 

would feel free to edit to the needs of either the chaplain or the patient and/or family 

who is present. It allows for either formal or informal situations with easy adaptation 

as appropriate. There was positive comments about the numerous images of God that 

are used in the text. 

e Assert God’s healing power above all others. 

The entire group affirmed that God’s supremacy is very clear throughout the services. 

e Call for healing that includes the emotional, mental, spiritual and physical healing 

in whatever form God wills. 

It was stated that the call for healing was consistently left in God’s hands. The Prayer 

for the Perpetrator of Violence was singled out as a very obvious example of the goal. 

e Be inclusive as well as representative of the major/mainline Christian traditions. 

The group stated that this goal was met with specific comments about the choice of 

hymns that were from many traditions. 

e Be an easily used resource and valued asset to hospital chaplains. 

The comment was-Amen! The director of chaplaincy stated that this resource would 

be reformatted and printed for easier use as chaplains carried it with them when 

visiting patients.  



Written Evaluation for those present for planning and implementation groups: There 

were two who participated in both groups. Both completed and returned evaluation 

forms. 

1) Were you provided adequate information to understand the process of planning 

and evaluation for Rituals and Worship Services for Healthcare Institutions? 

-Yes, very well explained. 

-Yes, she began with the opportunity for suggestions from chaplaincy staff. 

2) Did the information for planning assist you in recognizing rituals that could be 

helpful in your pastoral care setting? 

-Yes, we delineated some of these in our staff meeting conversation. 

-Yes, very thorough. 

3) Do you believe this book of rituals will provide you with helpful resources when 

meeting with families/patients? 

-Absolutely. 

-Absolutely-provided with resources not available anywhere else. 

4) What do you see as the strength of the resource? 

-Range, flexibility, inclusiveness, usable-covers many situations. 

-Its diversity of services for many occasions. 

5) What do you see as the weakness of the resource? 

-None identified at this time. 

-None that I see.  



6) What were the strengths and/or weaknesses of the facilitator in the planning 

meeting? 

-We were provided with the proposal idea and given time to suggest ideas. No 

weaknesses that I recall. 

-Well organized, did a good job of keeping group focused. Could have benefited 

from providing more background info. 

7) What were the strengths/weaknesses of the facilitator in the evaluation meeting? 

-Clear, concise, well-organized, good lunch! Jeannine is at times uncomfortable with 

praise! 

-Provided final draft with plenty of time for review. Open to constructive suggestions 

from those gathered. 

8) Do you believe this resource can be used in additional healthcare facilities? 

-Nursing homes and assisted living units. 

-Yes-it needs to be published for other facilities to use. 

9) Other comments: 

-Excellent! Excellent! 

Evaluation for those present at the implementation meeting: There were three who 
  

participated only in the implementation group. All three evaluated the process. 

1) Were you provided adequate information to understand the process of 

implementation evaluation for Rituals and Worship Services for Healthcare 

Institutions?  



-Yes, letter of explanation and indication of what criteria was to be used in 

evaluations (page 9). 

-Yes, It was clearly and fully explained orally and in writing. 

-I found the information readily understandable and easy to follow. 

2) What do you see as the strength(s) of the resource? 

-This will be a ready, hands-on resource for hospital chaplains and others ministering 

in these various situations allowing the minister to be attentive to the prayer and the 

people rather than trying to think about what to do or say next. 

-It is inclusive, allowing people from many Christian traditions to benefit from its 

use. It is flexible, allowing the chaplain to adapt as needed. Its language is graceful 

and comforting. It addresses situations not covered in other resources. 

-Provides sensitive, appropriate material specific to a variety of common and 

uncommon medical settings. Will be superior to ad hoc development of prayer 

materials “on the fly.” 

3) What do you see as the weakness(s) of the resource? 

-Time and scope limitations preclude addressing non-Christian faith traditions. This 

would be a worthy (if exhaustive and exhausting!) future undertaking. 

-An index might be a helpful tool to help people using it to quickly find the prayers 

appropriate to the given situation. 

-This is not a weakness of the present resource, but I would like to see it expanded for 

non-Christian traditions, e.g. Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Babai, Native American 

religions, etc. 

4) Do you believe this resource can be used in additional healthcare facilities?  



-Yes, I believe it should be published and made widely available in American 

healthcare facilities. 

-Absolutely! I would strongly encourage that this compendium be formally published 

and sold to chaplains and healthcare facilities. Alternatively, perhaps a faith-based 

educational foundation would be interested in helping to publish and distribute. 

-Absolutely, I would love a copy to use in some similar situations on the parish level. 

5) Other comments: 

-Well done! A very useful and needed resource. 

-This resource focuses on the many needs of various people. But never wavers from 

the primacy of God. 

The totality of the evaluations, both written and verbal, confirmed the belief from 

which this project was born. There are few, if any, resources available specific for 

the many and varied situations in healthcare institutions. The enthusiasm from the 

planning stage through the presentation of the project draft was overwhelming. Even 

though there was awareness that “standard” rituals and prayers were lacking in their 

suitability for many healthcare events all seemed surprised at how meaningful this 

resource could be when meeting a patient, family or staff person. The response to 

this project by all who have participated was one of overwhelming affirmation and 

thankfulness. It appears, by all accounts, that this is a resource that’s time has come. 

 



Chapter V 

Personal Theological Reflection 

This project evolved from a need I recognized as I ministered to patients, family 

members and staff at a large urban hospital. When a person is treated at a healthcare 

facility, whether it is for relatively minor surgery or a vehicle crash with horrific results, 

the lives of those involved are thrown into chaos. When the chaplain arrives at the 

bedside or to meet with the family certain expectations are present. Possibly the most 

foremost of these expectations is that the chaplain will bring a sense of the presence of 

God through word and action. There are times when the “right” words are hard to find in 

the moment when they are most needed especially when one is dealing with several 

diverse situations simultaneously. As a chaplain the responsibility I feel to bring comfort 

to a patient or family is tremendous. My prayer in route to the patient’s room is that God 

will give me the wisdom to know, as well as the words to say, that which might be 

helpful to that family in those specific moments. 

As I worked on this project I had a sense of God’s presence. As I wrote I could 

place myself with a family in that very situation from past experiences. Working on the 

project, unlike many times on the way to a patient’s room, I had time to listen to and 

resonate God within me. There was a calm, that is for the most part, not present in the 

hospital. But there was also a sense of importance in what I was doing. This was not 

about some abstract work but it was about God’s people. It was about God working 

through me to assist others who minister to God’s people in their hours of distress. The 

faces of God’s people, whom I have served in the hospital, paraded through my mind as I  



considered how best to bring them the message of God’s love and healing power at a time 

when they might not be able to recognize it themselves. 

The idea for this book of rituals and worship services was envisioned in my mind 

but it was created-with God’s help-in my heart. It is through the blessings of God that I 

have come to the point in my life and ministry that I am able to work on this resource. I 

offer this as a tool that others may find useful in some way. I am grateful for the 

liturgical tradition of my faith tradition. It was from my experience of hearing and 

reading the prayers and rituals of the Roman Catholic Church that I came to recognize the 

importance of formalized prayer in the midst of chaos. The repetition of familiar words 

and phrases can bring calm and comfort when all else seems out of control. 

In some minute sense I wonder if the redactors of the Christian Scriptures might 

have felt some of what I was feeling as I wrote. I was an instrument working to bring the 

love of God alive for others in written form. It was a humbling responsibility to be 

putting on paper words that have the potential to bring the compassionate love of God to 

others at a time when they most need it. 

The affirmation I have received as I planned, prepared and shared the results of 

this work has been incredible. I thank God for planting the seed of this idea a few years 

ago. I strived to set myself aside (not always and easy thing for me to do) and let God’s 

love flow into the computer keys. I realize I am having difficulty articulating what this 

project has meant to me. It is a compilation of where I have been, who I am, whom I 

have served and who I am becoming-with and though the grace of God. If this resource 

gives one chaplain the words to minister to one patient, family member, or staff person at 

a time when they might have struggled I will give glory to God.  



Bedside Prayers and Rituals 

For a Miscarriage Before Delivery (under 4 months) 

Compassionate God, we call on you in this time to be with and 
in this loss. The baby she/they loved and planned her/their future around has died. You, 
O God, loved this baby and have created a place for it in your heavenly kingdom. May 

and find comfort in the knowledge that her/their baby is in your 

care. Be with as she labors. God who has known the pain of parents 

throughout the ages give strength to and in the hours and days 

to come. Bless them and bring them your peace. Amen. 

  

  

For a Miscarriage After Delivery 

God of compassion and hope we ask your blessing on and in 

the death of their baby. A tiny baby who was very much a part of their lives has gone 

before it could live. We know that /this baby is at home with you, O God 

and for that consolation we give you thanks. 

God of all who suffer, bring comfort to and , the parents of this 

baby. May they be able to turn to you with their questions and sorrow in the days ahead. 

May you hold them in the palm of your hand and bring them peace. Amen. 

For a Fetal Demise Before Delivery (4-6 months) 

God of all creation we come to you today to ask your compassionate care on this 

mother/couple as she grieves/they grieve the loss of her/their unborn baby. Keep this 

mother/ in your protection as she labors to give birth while knowing her/their 

dreams for this child will go unrealized. We thank you for your tender care of this 

mother/this couple and all who love them and grieve this loss with them. Give them 

strength in the days to come. Move those who can bring them comfort to their side/s and 

bring them the peace of your love. Amen.  



For a Fetal Demise Following Delivery 

God, the source of all consolation, we bring the grief of this mother /couple 

and to your hands. You who have seen the suffering of parents 

since the beginning of time know the suffering of / and 

. There is comfort in knowing her/their baby is with you in the heavenly 

Jerusalem but there is great sorrow in the loss of her/their future dreams for this baby 

created of love. 

  

  

Soothe their hearts and those of all who loved this baby. Keep them in your loving care 

and in time bring hope to her/their hearts and peace in her/their lives. It is through your 

son who suffered and died for us that we place this prayer to you. Amen. 

For a Still Birth Before Delivery 

Merciful God, we come to you today filled with mourning of the death of this unborn 

child. This child who was conceived and carried in the love of this mother/couple has 

now gone before them in death. Please give this mother strength for the 

labor of her child for whom she grieves. In the midst of this grief there may be many 

questions and so much disappoint and yes, God anger. Lord God, you have comforted 

the suffering of many parents, even the mother of our Lord, Jesus Christ at the time of her 

son’s death. Please comfort this mother/these parents now in the time of their 

son/daughter’s death. 

Be with all who have come to love this child and who held plans and dreams for her/his 

future. Give them the courage to bring comfort to each other in the days ahead. We ask 

your blessing on all the caregivers for . May they be instruments of your 

compassion and healing. We pray through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For a Still Birth Following Delivery 

Almighty God, the parent of all your children, we come to you today filled with sorrow 
that this child of and has died. Filled with the expectation of new 

life this mother/these parents must now face death. You knew the suffering of the death 

of your son, let this family know your consolation during this time of suffering. 

May her/their heaviness of heart find comfort in the days ahead as their family and 

friends surround them with love. May and know your love and 

compassion through the tenderness and touch of others.  



We entrust baby to your infinite care and love in your heavenly kingdom. 

She/he knew the love of her/his mother/parents while being carried in the womb. She/he 

will now know your unending love until they will be joined together again. 

May this family have the courage to look to you, O God, in the days to come with their 

disappointment and grief as well as those questions that might plague them. In the 

months to come may they find comfort, peace and hope in you. We pray in the name of 

our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

If appropriate make the sign of the cross with your finger on the forehead of the baby. 

For a Premature Baby Who Is Dying 

When possible make some physical connection to the baby such as placing a hand on the 

isolette. 

Good and Gracious God, we come to you filled with anxiety and fear. This tiny baby 

, son/daughter of and is struggling to live. We 

know that you are the God of all healing in whatever form that may take. We ask that 

you be with ’s mother/parents and other family members as they wait, watch 

and pray for their little one’s life. May they put their trust in you as they seek to make 

sense of all that is happening. 

  

We ask that you be with Dr. , the nurses and technicians who are caring for 

. Give them wisdom and expEitiss to do that which is best for 

May he/she know the loving touch of all who love and care for him/her. We turn the care 

of to you as the great healer and compassionate God. Our prayer is made in 

the name of your son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

For a Full Term Baby Who Is Dying 

When at all possible consider placing your hand on the baby and joining hands with 

those gathered. 

God of mercy and love, who brings us comfort and strength, we ask you to be with these 

parents/this family gathered here in love for Baby . It is our most fervent 

prayer that will live to fulfill the hopes and plans carried in the hearts of 

her/his family. Yet at this time, compassion God, it seems that he/she will not be able to 

overcome the obstacles facing him/her.  



We pray for Dr. , Nurse , the technicians and all who have the 

care of in their hands. We know you are the great healer, the great 
physician, O God, and we ask that you guide the hands and minds of those who seek to 

bring your healing. 

This family has many questions and is filled with great anxiety. Let them feel your 
presence as you hold them in the palm of your hand. Give them the ability to place this 

fear in your hands as you walk with them in the hours and days ahead. 

Baby is a child of God. You know what is best for him/her. We place 

him/her into your boundless love and eternal care. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

Blessing of a Baby Who Has Died 

and (parent’s names), we mourn the death of your baby. God 

knows of the hopes and dreams you had for your baby. It is through God that we find 

consolation in the knowledge of eternal life for : 

  

Let us hear these words from the Gospel of Mark. Mark 10:13-16 

People were bringing children to Jesus that he might touch them, but the disciples 

rebuked them. When Jesus saw this he became indignant and said to them, “Let the 

children come to me; do not prevent them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as 

these. Amen, I say to you, whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a child will 

not enter it.” Then he embraced them and blessed them, placing his hands on them. 

If possible place your hand on the baby and invite the parent/s to do the same. 

We trust in Jesus, our loving Savior, who gathered children into his arms and blessed the 

little ones. We now ask God’s blessing on and commend her/him to the 

same embrace of the love of Jesus in the hope that she/he will be happy in the presence of 

Christ our Lord until at that time we will be joined with her/him in the eternal kingdom. 

Let us pray. 

Tender shepherd of the flock, , now lies cradled in your love. Soothe the 

hearts of her/his parents as they mourn the loss of their daughter/son and all the dreams 

they had for her/him. Grant mercy to all the family and friends who had joyfully 

anticipated the birth of this baby. Hold them in the palm of your hands where, in time, 

they may find God’s peace once again. Amen.  



Naming of a Baby Who Has Died 

Lord God, you have created each of us in your own image. You created this baby in your 
image and you have called him/her as your own. We are here now to grief the death of 

this baby even as we give him/her a name by which you will know him/her for all time. 

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; you have revealed to little ones the 

mysteries of the kingdom of God. 

and what name do you choose for this baby? 
  

What does this name mean to you? 

(baby’s name) you have been named by your parents. This is a name chosen 

especially for you. In this name are the hopes and dreams your mother and father held 

for you. You will be loved and remembered and become a part your extended family 

through this name. By this name you are given to God. 

God, we are confident in your love for us and for . We know he/she will be 

with you and all who have gone before in your heavenly city. May the naming of this 

baby give a memory of love to his/her family. 

Let us pray. 

, we celebrate your creation and the time of your life that led us to dream and 

plan and love you. In this short time you have woven yourself into the fabric of our lives. 

Even in the pain of your death you have brought a deeper love to this family. As you 

reach the fullness of life with Christ Jesus we will know a fuller life because of your life 

and death. We ask God’s blessing on all who are gathered here to gift this baby with 

his/her special name as well as your blessing, O God, on all who loved baby 

. We pray in the name of Jesus who loved the little children. Amen. 

 



Baptism of a Dying Baby 
(Gather bowl, sterile water, gloves and sterile cotton ball.) 

Greet the parent(s) and those gathered in an informal manner with compassion and 

concern. 
Ask the babies full name to use it in baptism. 

Explain that bowl for baptism will be a gift to the parent(s). 

Blessing over the water (which has been poured into the baptismal bowl.) As the blessing 

is being prayed either make the sign of the cross over the water or dip your figures into 

the water causing the water to move. 

Bless by your Holy Spirit, gracious and loving God, this gift of water. May all who 
receive the waters of baptism share in your final victory. By your Holy Spirit save those 

who confess the name of Jesus Christ. In his name we pray. Amen. 

The baptismal water can be dripped from one’s figure tips or touched to the baby’s 

forehead on a sterile cotton ball. 

I baptize you in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

God, we know your loving presence in.the waters of baptism and in the life of this infant 
. We praise you and thank you for the love that is shared here in this family. 

Even in the midst of the uncertainty of these moments we know the certainty of your love 

for each one here gathered and especially for Baby . We asked that you 

hold this family in the palm of your hand in a very special way in these next minutes, 

hours and days. Give them the strength of your love--the same love that surrounds 

. Glory to you, eternal God, the one who was, and is, and will always be, 

world without end. Amen. 

Fill out baptismal certificate to present to parent(s) along with bowl used for water 

during baptism. 

 



Baptism of a Baby Who Has Died 
At the request of the parent(s) for the baptism of their baby who has died we 

accommodate their request out of a concern of pastoral care rather than a theological 

belief even though this is not the practice of many Christian traditions. 

(Gather baptismal bowl, water, cotton ball and towel.) 

Greet the parent(s) and those gathered in an informal manner with compassion and 

concern. 
Ask the babies full name to use it in baptism. 
Explain that bowl for baptism will be a gift to the parent(s). 

As we gather for the baptism of Baby let us praise the God of mercies, the 

God of all consolation. Blessed be God forever. 

A reading from the Book of Lamentations (3:17-26): 
My soul is deprived of peace, I have forgotten what happiness is; I tell myself my future 

is lost, all that I hoped from the Lord. The thought of my homeless poverty is wormwood 

and gall; remembering it over and over leaves my soul downcast within me. But I will 

call this to mind, as my reason to have hope: The favors of the Lord are not exhausted, 
his mercies are not spent; they are renewed each morning, so great is his faithfulness. My 

portion is the Lord, says my soul; therefore I will hope in him. Good is the Lord to one 

who waits for him, to the soul that seeks him; It is good to hope in silence for the saving 

help of the Lord. 

Blessing over the water (which has been poured into the baptismal bowl.) As the blessing 

is being prayed either make the sign of the cross over the water or dip your figures into 

the water causing the water to move. 

Eternal God, your mighty acts of salvation have been made known through water—from 

the moving of your Spirit upon the waters of creation, to the deliverance of your people 

through the flood and through the Red Sea. In the fullness of time you sent Jesus, 

nurtured in the water of his mother’s womb, baptized by John in the Jordan, and anointed 

by your Spirit. Pour out your Holy Spirit to bless this gift of water and all who receive it 

that they may share in the inheritance of your kingdom through your Son, our Lord, Jesus 

Christ. 

The baptismal water can be dripped from one’s figure tips or touched to the baby’s 

forehead on a cotton ball or poured over the baby’s head. A towel should be placed 

under the baby’s head to keep the bedding dry. 

I baptize you in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

God of all compassion even as is baptized we know that your love for 
her/him has been unconditional since the moment of her/his conception. She/he is now in  



your loving care in the heavenly Jerusalem. In the midst of our grief we are comforted by 
the knowledge of her/his place with you, O God. We asked that you sustain this family 

who is filled with uncertainly and heartache at the death of their baby. Help them to 

know that your presence surrounds them. May they be comforted by the love of family 

and friends in the time ahead until one day they will be joined with in your 

kingdom. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us. Amen. 

Fill out baptismal certificate to present to parent(s) along with bowl used for water 

during baptism 

Baptism of a Baby Whose Gender Is Unknown 

At the request of the parent(s) for the baptism of their baby who has died at such an early 

gestation that the gender cannot be identified we accommodate their request out of a 

concern for pastoral care rather than a theological belief. 

(Gather baptismal bowl, water, cotton ball or towel.) 

Greet the parent(s) and those gathered in an informal manner with compassion and 

concern. 
Ask if the baby has been named. It is possible that the parents have chosen a name 

gender nonspecific. If so use the full name. If not refer to the baby as Baby 

(last name of the parent as it will be on birth/death certificate). 

Explain that bowl for baptism will be a gift to the parent(s). 

As we gather for the baptism of Baby let us call on our Lord who became a 

little child for our sake, sharing our human life. 

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans (Romans 14:7-9) 

None of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. If we live we live to the Lord, 

and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the 

Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the 

dead and of the living. 

Blessing over the water (which has been poured into the baptismal bowl.) As the blessing 

is being prayed either make the sign of the cross over the water or dip your figures into 

the water causing the water to move. 

Eternal God, your mighty acts of salvation have been made known through water—from 

the moving of your Spirit upon the waters of creation, to the deliverance of your people 

through the flood and through the Red Sea. In the fullness of time you sent Jesus, 

nurtured in the water of his mother’s womb baptized by John in the Jordan, and anointed 

by your Spirit. Pour out your Holy Spirit to bless this gift of water and all who receive it 

that they may share in the inheritance of your kingdom through your Son, our Lord, Jesus 

Christ.  



The baptismal water can be dripped from one’s figure tips or touched to the baby's 

forehead on a cotton ball or poured over the baby’s head. A towel should be placed 

under the baby’s head to keep bedding dry. 

Baby I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 

O God, your beloved Son took children into his arms and blessed them. Give us grace, 

we pray, as we entrust this precious baby into you never-failing care and love. Comfort 

these parents/this family whose hearts grieve the life and love of this child. May we look 

to the day they will be joined in the fullness of your promises in the heavenly kingdom; 

through you Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Baptism of an Adult Patient Whose Death Is Imminent 

Gather a sizable bowl, towel and water. Check with nurse to see if water needs to be 

sterile. Water may be dripped from one’s fingertips, squeezed from a cotton ball or 

poured. If possible put a towel under the patient's head so an adequate amount of water 

may be used. 

, 1s it your wish to be baptized? 

Let us hear these words of scripture: (John 6:44-47) 

Jesus said: “No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me, and I will 

raise that person up on the last day. It is written in the prophets: They will all be taught 

by God; everyone who has listened to the Father and learned from him, comes to me. 

Not that anybody has seen the Father, except him who has his being from God: he has 

seen the Father. In all truth I tell you, everyone who believes has eternal life. 

The word of the Lord. 

God uses the sacrament of water to give his divine life to those who believe in him. Let 

us turn to God and ask God to pour his gift of life onto 

Depending on the patient’s condition choose either the longer or shorter version of the 

following questions. 

Longer version: 

Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world 

and repent of your sin? 

I do.  



Do you accept the freedom and power that God gives you to resist evil, injustice and 

oppression in whatever forms they present themselves? 

I do. 

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and 

promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with all other Christians? 

I do. 

Shorter version: 

Do you renounce the powers of evil and desire the freedom of new life in Christ? 

I do. 

Do you profess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior? 

I do. 

Continue here with either version. 
Blessing over the water as it is being poured into the bowl. 

We thank you God for the gift of creation. Before the world had form your Spirit moved 

the waters and formed the firmament and brought forth the earth to sustain all life. 

In the time of Noah you washed the earth with the waters of the flood, and your ark of 

salvation bore a new beginning. 

In the time of Moses, your people Israel passed through the waters of the Red Sea from 

slavery to freedom and crossed the flowing Jordan to enter the promised land. - 

In the fullness of time you sent Jesus Christ who was nurtured in the water of Mary’s 

womb. 

Jesus was baptized by John in the water of the Jordan, became living water to a woman at 

the Samaritan well, washed the feet of the disciples, and sent them forth to baptize all the 

nations by water and the Holy Spirit. 

Dipping your hands into the water causing movement pray: 

Bless by your Holy Spirit, gracious God, this water. By your Holy Spirit save those who 

confess the name of Jesus Christ that sin may have no power over them. Create new life 

in baptized this day that she/he may rise in Christ through whom we pray. 

Amen. 

I baptize you in the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  



Through baptism you are incorporated by the Holy Spirit into God’s new creation and 

made to share in Christ’s royal priesthood. We are all one in Christ Jesus. With joy and 

thanksgiving we welcome you as a member of the Christian community. 

God, we give you thanks for the new life of . Keep her/him in your loving 

care as a child of God. Give her/him peace and strength for the journey ahead. Support 

her/him with your power, comfort her/him with your protection, and give her/him 

strength to fight against evil. Our prayer is through you who are Lord forever and ever. 

Amen. 

May the peace of the Lord surround all who are gathered here. Amen. 

Anointing at the Bedside 
Anointing with oil has long been considered a symbolic of the healing power of God. 

This is considered a sacrament in the Roman Catholic tradition when administered by a 

priest. In other traditions it is a symbolic ritual action. 

The peace of the Lord be with all who are gathered. 

A reading from the Gospel of St. Luke. 4:40 
When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had vairous kinds of 

sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed them. 

, I anoint you with oil, in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

God of mercy, you are the source of all healing. We give you thanks for your gifts of 

strength and life. Our prayer today is for the healing of our sister/brother 
who is suffering. Take every pain from her/him and make her/him whole. May she/he 

feel the healing power of your love. 

May almighty God give you strength and bless you with peace, now and forever. Amen. 

 



Vigiling Through the Dying Process With the Family 

As a family waits at the bedside as their loved one is dying it may be helpful to pray, read 

scripture and hear the words of familiar hymns-either read or sung. Inquire if this type 

of vigiling seems appropriate. Ask the family for their selections prior to beginning and 

at times throughout the vigil. If/when the family makes no requests the following 

selections may be used in any order. 

Prayer 

God of all mercies and of all consolation, you pursue us with untiring love and dispel the 

shadow of death with the bright dawn of life. Comfort this your family as they surround 

with their loving presence as she/he passes from this world to the place you 

have prepared for her/him. You alone are the Holy One, you are mercy itself; by dying 

you unlocked the gates of life for all your children. Forgive of her/his sins 

and grant her/him peace when she/he joins you in your glorious kingdom. Amen 

Scripture Psalm 23 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of 

righteousness for his name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou 

art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my 

head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in 

the house of the Lord forever. 

Scripture Psalm 91 

You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, 

say to the Lord, “my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” 

For he will rescue you from the snare of the fowler from the destroying pestilence. With 

his pinions he will cover you, and under his wings you shall take refuge; his faithfulness 

is a buckler and a shield. 

You shall not fear the terror of the night nor the arrow that flies by day; not the pestilence 

that roams in darkness nor the devastating plague at noon.  



Though a thousand fall at your side, ten thousand at your right side, near you it shall not 

come. Rather with your eyes shall you behold and see the requital of the wicked, because 

you have the Lord for your refuge; you have made the Most High your stronghold. 

No evil shall befall you, nor shall affliction come near your tent, for to his angels he has 

given command about you, that they guard you in all your ways. Upon their hands they 

shall bear you up lest you dash your foot against a stone. 

You shall tread upon the asp and the viper; you shall trample down the lion and the 

dragon. 

Because he clings to me, I will deliver him; I will set him on high because he 

acknowledges my name. He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; I will be with him 

in distress; I will deliver him and glorify him; with length of days I will gratify him and 

will show him my salvation. 

Hymn “Amazing Grace” 

Amazing Grace how sweet the sound that saved a soul like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see. 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed. 

The Lord has promised good to me, his word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures. 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come; 

‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun. 

Prayer 

Almighty God, our creator and redeemer, you have given us our sister/brother 
to know and to love in our time on the earth. Strengthen us now as we 

entrust her/him to your eternal love and care. Give us the assurance that not even death 

can separate us from your infinite mercy. Give grace to those who are mourning the time 

of ’s death. May this family be a loving support to each other in the days and 

months to come. In time may the memories of fill the void in their hearts as 

they know your compassion. May the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ continue to 

fill us with hope of eternal life. We pray in his name. Amen.  



Scripture I John 4:16 

So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who 

abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 

Hymn “Precious Lord” 

Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand, I am tired, I am weak, I am worn. 

Through the storm, through the night lead me on to the light, Take my hand, precious 

Lord, lead me home. 

When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near, when my life is almost gone, hear 
my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall. Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me 

home. 

When the darkness appear and the night draws near, and the day is past and gone, at the 

river I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand. Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

Scripture Psalm 121 

I lift up my eyes toward the mountains; whence shall help come to me? My help is from 
the Lord, who made heaven and earth. May he not suffer your foot to slip; may he 

slumber not who guards you: indeed he neither slumbers nor sleeps, the guardian of 

Israel. 

The Lord is your guardian; the Lord is your shade; he is beside you at your right hand. 

The Lord will guard you from all evil; he will guard your life. The Lord will guard your 

coming and your going both now and forever. 

Prayer 

In the depth of our despair we cry to you, O God. We know you are present in the midst 

of this holy time but we beg of you to hear our prayer. We wait, O God, we wait. You 

created in your own image at the time of his/her conception. We know there 

is a place prepared for him/her in the heavenly Jerusalem. We know you are ready to 

welcome when he/she will be free from all pain and suffering and will join 

the saints in his/her eternal home. Amen. 

 



Hymn “How Great Thou Art” 

Oh, Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder consider all the worlds thy hands have 

made, I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, thy pow’r throughout the universe 

displayed! Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee; how great thou art, how great 

Thou art! Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee; how great Thou art, how great 

Thou art! 

When thru the woods and forest glades I wander and hear the birds sign sweetly in the 
trees, when I look down from lofty mountains grandeur and hear the brook and feel the 

gentle breeze. Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee; how great Thou art, how 

great Thou art! Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee; how great Thou art, how 

great Thou art! 

And when I think that God, His Son not sparing, sent him to die, I scarce can take it in 

that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, he bled and died to take away my sin! Then 

sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee; how great Thou art, how great Thou art! Then 
sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee; how great Thou art, how great Thou art! 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation and take me home, what joy shall fill 

my heart! Then I shall bow in humble adoration and there proclaim, my God, how great 

Thou art! Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee; how great Thou art, how great 

Thou art! Then sings my soul my Savior God to Thee; how great Thou art, how great 

Thou art! 

Scripture John 14:1-3 

Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s 

house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 

prepare a place for you: And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 

will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 

Mantra 

Saints of God, come to her/his aid. Repeat over and over in a calm voice asking 
family to join in as they are comfortable. 

Come to meet her/him, angels of the Lord” As above. 

Give her/him eternal rest, O Lord. As above.  



Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Scripture Revelation 21:1-5a,6-7 

I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And 

I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He 

will dwell with them; they will be his peoples and God himself will be with them; he will 

wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain 

will be no more, for the first things have passed away. And the one who was seated on 
the throne said, “See I am making all things new. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the 
water of life. Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God and 

they will be my people. 

Prayer 

All-powerful God, Jesus Christ rose from the grave and conquered death and now leads 

us to eternal life. Watch over . Give her/him a vision of that dwelling place, 
that home within your love where pain is gone, suffering is vanished and death shall be 

no more, through Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us, we pray. Amen. 

May the angels lead you into paradise; may the martyrs come to welcome you and take 

you to the holy city, the new and eternal Jerusalem. 

Following the Brain Death Declaration 

Patient continues on life support to be taken to surgery for organ procurement. These 

are usually circumstances of tragic or untimely death. 

God of all wisdom, we thank you for the life of . As Jesus wept with the 

body of his friend Lazarus, we weep at the death of . We thank you for the 

power of the love shown for here in this room. Even though she/he is gone 

from us help us take comfort in the knowledge that she/he is with you joining all those 

who have gone before us.  



We struggle with unanswered questions as we seek to place our trust in you. We give 

you thanks for and ask your blessing on those who worked so tirelessly to save her/his 

life in these past hours. Sometimes healing does not come in the manner in which we 

hope but healing has come to as she/he is freed from all pain and suffering. 

’s life has been a gift to this family. As you welcome her/him into your 

kingdom her/his life-giving organs will be a gift to others. May this family find comfort 

in that knowledge. 

The suddenness of ’s death has left a hole in the hearts of those gathered. It 

is difficult to imagine the years ahead without her/his presence with us yet, O God, we 

know that death brings a different life--eternal life. We now commend the soul of 

into your hands. Pause. 

Be with this family as they travel the journey of grief so suddenly and unexpectedly 

thrust upon them. Provide them the strength to move from hour to hour and day to day. 
Assist them in feeling your loving presence as you bear them up as on the wings of an 

eagle. Help them to see your face in the faces of those who come to support them. As 

we have commended to your heavenly care I commend this family to your 

loving care. Amen. 

Praver at the Time of Turning Off the Ventilator 

God of compassion and never ending love, you have breathed into us the breath of life 
and have given us freedom of our minds and wills. You have given us the ability to use 

ventilators to save lives. You also give us the grace of wisdom to know when to turn the 

life of our brother/sister over to you. God we surrender the life of 

to you, trusting in your promises for eternal life. Amen. 

If death follows quickly this prayer may be added at that time. 

Go in peace our sister/brother ; in the name of God the creator who formed 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ who redeemed you; in the name of the Holy Spirit the 

Comforter who sanctifies you. In communion with the saints and all the heavenly host, 

may you rest in peace, and dwell forever with the Lord in the heavenly Jerusalem. 

All powerful and merciful God, we commend to you your servant . In your 

mercy and love, blot out the sins he/she has committed through human weakness. In this 

world he/she has died; let him/her live with you forever. We ask this through Jesus 

Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen. 

May continue with following prayer.  



All loving God, hear our prayers for your son/daughter whom you have 

called from this life to yourself. Grant him/her light, happiness and peace. Let him/her 

pass in safety through the gates of death and live forever with all your saints in the light 

you promised to Abraham and to all his descendants in faith. Guard him/her from all 

harm and on that great day of resurrection and reward, raise him/her up with all your 
saints. Pardon his/her sins and give him/her eternal life in your kingdom where he/she 

can join his/her family and friends and all who have gone before him/her. We pray in the 

name of Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Taking Leave of the Hospital Following Death 

As the family has gathered their belongings for the last time in preparation for leaving 

the hospital and the body of their family member this prayer may be used. 

O most merciful God, surround this family with your compassionate love. May their 
grief not overwhelm them as they struggle through these next hours and days. Give them 

strength to make decisions that honor the life of . Help them to find comfort 

in the loving memories that are a part of the fabric of their lives. Allow others to reach 

out to them in sympathy and support during this painful process. Give them hope in the 

knowledge that one day they will be joined together in God’s kingdom. Keep them safe 

in your care as they travel from this hospital. Amen. 

Praver for a Patient Going Home to Die 

O God in heaven, we come to you this day to ask your special care for . We 

are assured by the knowledge that your love never fails and by the promise that you have 

a place prepared for each of us in your heavenly kingdom. Keep in your 

loving care in these next hours and days as she/he is surrounded by the love of her/his 

family as she/he looks with anticipation to see your face. We thank you for the love of 
this family gathered here and the care they share for each other. Keep them in the palm 

of your hand, let your presence shine on them. May their time together be blessed until 

that time at which you call home to you. Our prayer is made in the name of 

our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.  



Praver for the Victim of Violence 

Lord God, you weep with us for those who have been victims of violent acts against 
them. Allow to know your love and bring him/her comfort in your care. 

Relieve of the suffering of his/her mind and replace it with a peace that 

comes from faith in your protective love. Give his/her caregivers the compassionate 

touch that comes from your healing power, O God. May his/her wounds mend and 

he/she be restored to a complete healing. Free our cities streets and our world from the 

hatred and violence that brings harm on your children. Keep in your loving 

care. We pray in the name of Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 

Praver for the Perpetrator of Violence Who is a Patient 

Great and merciful God, you brought new life to all your people through the gift of your 

son, Jesus Christ. We pray your healing power on . May he/she know the 

gift of peace in heart and mind that comes from knowing the healing power of your 

forgiveness. In the difficult days ahead may he/she feel the compassion of his/her 

caregivers. Grant him/her the guidance to move in the direction of new hope while 
he/she seeks a return to physical, emotional and spiritual health. We pray in the name of 

Jesus who holds all God’s children close to his heart. Amen. 

 



Family Rituals 

Reconciliation of a Family of a Patient 

In times when there has been family division, either long-term or short-term, and some 

move toward reconciliation has been made it might be helpful to ritualize the process 

which could move the members toward full forgiveness. This is only recommended when 

all parties are in favor. 

If it is not in the patient’s best interest to participate or the patient is unable to 

participate the ritual could be held in the chapel or a quiet room. 

We gather today to offer thanksgiving for the beginnings of reconciliation among those 

here gathered. In our humanness there are times when we close doors, break off 

friendships and create barriers between ourselves and others. We are grateful today for 

the opportunity to celebrate the dissolution of some barriers, the opening of some doors 

and the extended hand of care and compassion. Let us thank God for this occasion. 

God of all mercy and forgiveness we praise you for the model of forgiveness taught by 

your son, Jesus Christ. We thank you for the healing power in the hearts of these family 

members. You encourage us to love one another. Help us to keep that uppermost in our 

minds and hearts here today. May this time together allow this family to create some 

new beginnings on which to build future relationships. We pray through the name of 

Jesus Christ who taught us to forgive one another over and over again. Amen. 

Many hours have been spent here in this hospital as you have come together out of 

concern and worry for your brother/sister/son/daughter/father/mother etc. It 

has been a long time since you have been together as a family. Whatever happened in the 

past that cut off communication has at least been put to the side enough that you have 

recognized that the family relationship is important to each of you. That is truly 

something worth celebrating. Let me tell you how honored I am to be a part of this rite. 

It is important for everyone to have a time to say something to the group or to one 

individual in the group. It is just as important for everyone to be open to listening. What 

one has to say does not need a response unless it is requested. Does anyone have any 

specific request that could be included during our time together? 

As we take a few minutes to be quiet and to think about what you might want or need to 

say to continue the reconciliation as a family let us hear these words from the Gospel of 

Luke (6:36-38) 

Be merciful, just as God is merciful. “Do not judge others, and you will not be judged; 

do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 

give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together,  



running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you 

get back. 

It might be good to reflect on those words as you consider what you want to say to your 

family. 

After some time passes continue. 

There is no pressure for anyone to speak who does not want to. There will be time 

between each person who speaks for quiet and reflection. That allows everyone to listen 

intently before composing what he/she might want to say next. Is there something 

someone would like to say at this time? 

It is important for you to facilitate this time. Thank each person who speaks for his/her 

honesty and courage. After a time has passed ask if anyone else would like to speak. 

After everyone who wants to has spoken-this may take considerable time-add this prayer 

of thanksgiving. 

God, we are so very grateful for this time together today. We thank you for your 

presence here as a balm to soothe this family. Bless each of the family members here for 

setting aside past angers to seek to bring some resolution. It is our deepest hope, most 

merciful God that forgiveness that has been extended will be accepted and a new 
beginning can be created. In the name of Jesus who has forgiven all our sins, we pray. 

Amen. 

Many times we speak of having a peaceful heart. That is a peace that comes from God. 

It is common in services at churches to ask those participating to extend a sign of peace 

to one another. It seems that this might be a fitting conclusion to our time together today. 

I will go around the room and offer God’s peace to each person. I would encourage you 

to exchange a sign of peace with one another as well. 

Thank you for trusting me to be a part of this time with you. I will continue to pray for 

each of you and for you as a family. 

For the Family of a Long-Term Rehabilitation Patient 

This might be appropriate when the crisis of life threatening illness or injury is over. 

Following the relief that their family member is going to live there is an emotional set 
back when the family realizes that hospitalization and out patient therapy will go on for 

many months. 

O God of all strength and compassion hear the prayer of this family. There is great 

rejoicing for the journey back from near death for (patient’s name). We  



give you thanks and praise for his/her life and for all who have cared for him/her during 

his/her time here at . God, you know this road has been exhausting and 

emotionally draining. You have been by our sides; you have held us in the palm of your 

hand when we thought we could not go on. Our gratitude is overwhelming. 

God, at this time when the crisis has been turned away we are faced with a new 

awareness, a new reality. It is only with your help, O God that we can continue to have 

the stamina and endurance for the long haul beside . Our love and support 

for him/her will never ebb. How we will maintain the vigor needed for this journey is a 

question that overwhelms us at this point. We place our hope and trust in you to guide us 

as we enter into this new phase of ’S TECOVETY. 

Move us to his/her side when he/she needs us. Move us out of the way when we hamper 

his/her ability to live up to the challenges set by the rehabilitation staff. Assist us in 

knowing how to be a support without being a crutch. Give us patience when we are faced 

with frustration. We are depending on your everlasting love to move us as a family 

onward in ’s journey to recovery. We have witnessed your healing power 

and have confidence that there will be continual healing in the days ahead. Help us to 
recognize even the smallest advances as signs of your healing touch. We place the care 

of in your hands and ask that you encircle this family with your love that 

never ends. Amen. 

Praver in Times of Difficult Decisions 

Loving God, this family stands before you today seeking your guidance in a way that is 

new to them. In this time of ’s illness/injuries and suffering/ pain they feel 

confused and perplexed. They are facing a time of decision. They turn to you, O God for 

your continual help. Give them insight and patience with one another as they strive to 

make the best decision. You are our strength. God, surround this family with your 

loving arms in their time of need. Open them to your will and give them affirmation in 

their decision-making. We ask these things through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 



Patient Centered Worship Services 

Healing Service for a Staff Person 

PRELUDE 

GREETING 

(A) 
We gather here in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who restored the sick to health and 

who himself suffered for our sake. He is present among us still to heal and to make us 

whole. We entrust our sister/brother , to the grace and power of Jesus Christ 

that the Lord may ease her suffering and grant her health and salvation. 

(B) 
The Lord Jesus, who went about doing good works and healing sickness and infirmity of 

every kind, commanded his disciples to care for the sick, to pray for them and to lay 

hands on them. In this celebration we shall entrust our sick brother/sister to 

the care of the Lord, asking that he will enable to bear his/her pain and 
suffering in the knowledge that, if accepts his/her share in the pain of his 

own passion, he/she will also share in its power to give comfort and strength. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

(A) 
Presider: May grace and peace be yours in abundance in the knowledge of God and 

of Jesus our Lord. 
Assembly: We have come to lift up our sister/brother before the 

Lord that she/he might know the healing touch of our Lord. 
Presider: Let those who seek God’s healing open their hearts to the Spirit of the 

Lord. 

Assembly: God is the great physician. Praise be to God. 

(B) 
Presider: Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

Assembly: And all that is within me, bless God’s holy name! 
Presider: bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits. 

Assembly: The Lord forgives all our iniquity, and heals all our diseases. 
Presider: The Lord redeems our lives from the pit, and crowns us with steadfast love 

and mercy. 
Assembly: God satisfies us with good as long as we live so that our youth is 

renewed like the eagle’s. 

HYMN How Firm a Foundation 
I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say  



PRAYER 

(A) 
Good and gracious Lord, we ask your loving care and protection for those who are sick 

and who desire our prayers. Especially on this day we ask your care and healing power 

for . Take from her/him all fears and help her/him put her/his trust in you, 

that she/he may feel your strong arms around her/him. Touch her/him with your 

renewing love, that she/he may know wholeness in you and glorify your name; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(B) 
Almighty and everlasting God, who can banish all affliction both of the soul and of body, 

show forth your power upon those in need, especially for as he/she struggles 

with his/her illness, that by your mercy he/she may know the love and support all those 

here gathered along with all his/her friends and family. May he/she find your peace and 

healing in the midst of his/her illness? We pray through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Lamentations 3:17-26 

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 27:1-14 

NEW TESTAMENT READING II Corinthians 1:3-7 

GOSPEL READING Luke 4:38-40 

Matthew 11:25-30 

HYMN What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

MESSAGE 

REFLECTION AND SHARING 
When something happens to one of our co-workers, such as the terrible illness that 

has been fighting it also takes a toll on each of us and on the department 

collectively. We have gathered today to acknowledge that toll, as well as to pray for 

and ourselves as we continue to watch our friend as his/her health 

diminishes. One thing that might help us in a situation like this is to share some stories of 

our friend. These can be stories that are sad, funny or just typical—something that you 

especially remember about . I invite you to take a moment now, if you 

choose to do so, to share an experience with your friends gathered here.  



PRAYER OF PETITION 
The response for the petition is: Lord of compassion, hear our prayer. 

(A) 
My sisters and brothers, in our prayer of faith let us appeal to God for our sister/brother. 

For all who are ill, for all who are facing life threatening illness or injury, for 
that she will have the strength and stamina to fight this illness we pray ... 

For ’s family that they might put their anxiety and fear in your hand, O God, 

that they may find comfort in the care and concern of others, we pray ... 

For ’s caregivers, the physicians, the nurses, the techs and all who care for 

her/him that they might be instruments of God’s healing power, we pray ... 

For ’s co-workers and friends, that their love and support of will 

bind them to care for each other during this time of worry, we pray ... 

If anyone would like to add their own prayers this is a time to share them........ 

At this time let us turn and face the south toward the medical institution where 
is being treated. Let us face toward and raise our hands in an 

expression of blessing, love and hope --- 

, we raise our hands toward you and ask 
that God may comfort you in your suffering and make you whole 

that God may give you courage when you are afraid 

that God will grant you strength when you feel weak 

that God will afford you patience when you are afflicted 

that God will offer you hope when you feel lost 
that God will carry our love and support to you when you feel alone 
that you may have strength in body, courage in spirit, and patience with pain and be 
restored to health. In the name of God who created you, in Jesus who redeemed you and 

in the Holy Spirit who sustains you. Amen. 

(B) 
The presence of Jesus restored health and hope to God’s people. Let us pray to live the 

word of life that we may be a source of hope and support in the lives of others. 

We pray for all those who are sick, for those who are patients at this hospital and for 
that the burden of his/her illness be lightened, we pray to the Lord... 

We pray that any pain that suffers might be relieved, we pray to the Lord... 

We pray that he/she might find renewed hope in the midst of disappointment and comfort 

in the love and concern of his/her friends and co-workers, we pray to the Lord...  



We pray for those who are caring for , his/her physicians, nurses, all other 

medical staff, family members and friends that they might bring God’s healing touch by 

their presence and love, we pray to the Lord... 

We pray for those who are involved in medical research that they may be led to new 

discoveries that advance us in the cure of disease, we pray to the Lord... 

Almighty God we pray that may be comforted in his/her suffering and made 

whole. When he/she is afraid, give him/her courage. When he/she feels weak, grant 

him/her your strength. When he/she is afflicted, afford him/her patience. When 

is lost, offer him/her hope. When he/she is alone, move us to his/her side. 

We pray in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

SIGN OF PEACE 
Presider: The peace of the Lord be with you. 

Assembly: And also with you. 

(A) 
Presider: As we have prayed for peace and healing for our friend : 

his/her family and for each other, let us share a sign of God’s peace with 

one another. 

(B) 
Presider: As we send our prayer to be a source of peace to , let us 

gathered here share that same sign of peace with one another. 

PRAYER 
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm and soothes our frantic 

hearts bring hope and courage to as she/he waits in uncertainty. Bring hope 

that you will make her/him the equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring her/him courage to 

endure what cannot be avoided, for your will is health and wholeness; you are God and 

knowing that we need you-you taught us to pray saying ... 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass again us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 

HYMN God Will Take Care of You 
Amazing Grace  



BENEDICTION 

(A) 
May the Lord who heals all iniquity bless and keep you; may the face of the Lord who 

heals all afflictions shine upon you and be gracious to you’ may the light of the 

countenance of the Lord who redeems life be lifted upon you and give you peace. Amen. 

(B) 
May the Lord Jesus Christ, who went about doing good and healing the sick, grant that 

we may have good health and be enriched by his blessings. In the name of God the 

Creator, Jesus the Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit who sanctifies us. Amen. 

 



Healing Service with Laying on of Hands 
This service is in response to a patient's request that it be filled with hope so that all who 

prayed together would focus on God's great blessings more intensely than on her illness. 

PRELUDE 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

The Lord Jesus, who went about doing good works and healing sickness and infirmity of 

every kind, commanded his disciples to care for the sick, to pray for them and to lay 

hands on them. 

In this celebration we shall entrust to the care of the Lord, asking that he 

will enable her/him to bear whatever pain and suffering she/he will endure as she wrestles 

this disease. We will also ask God to be with her/his family as they walk this journey 

with 

May this time together with family, friends and co-workers remind them that they might 

find the comfort and strength of Christ in the support of all who will continue to hold 

them in our thoughts and prayers this night/day and into the future. 

Let us proclaim the goodness of God for the gift of love and friendship as we sing our 

opening hymn. 

HYMN Sing of the Lord’s Goodness 

PRAYER 
By your power, great and loving God, our Lord Jesus healed the sick and gave new hope 

to the hopeless. We thank you for the love that is shared so strongly in this family. We 

thank you for the love and prayers that are poured out on the behalf of this 
night/day. Though we cannot command or possess your power, we pray for 

who desires to be healed. 

Mend her/his wounds, keep her/him optimistic and hopeful in the days ahead as she/he 

has been since her/his diagnosis. Make her/him whole again. Help us to welcome every 

healing as a sign that, though death is against us, you are for us, and have promised 

renewed and risen life in Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Psalm 139:1-18 

HYMN RESPONSE First Song of Isaiah 

Surely it is God who saves me; I will trust in him and not be afraid, 

For the lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, 

and he will be my Savior.  



NEW TESTAMENT READING II Corinthians 1:3-7 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL READING Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 

REFLECTION 

PRAYERS FOR HEALING AND WHOLENESS 

The response is Lord hear our prayer. 

The Lord loves our brothers and sisters who are ill. With trust let us pray to him that he 

will comfort and her/his family. 

Lord Jesus, you came as healer of body and of spirit in order to cure all our ills. We pray 

tonight/today that may be brought to wholeness. We pray to the Lord... 

That might be strengthened through the continual prayers of those in this 

assembly and all her/his family, friends and co-workers. 

That and her/his family face each day with the knowledge of God’s love 

bringing them hope in God’s healing powers. We pray to the Lord... 

That all the physicians nurses and other medical staff will care for with 

compassion and expertise as instruments of God’s healing. We pray to the Lord... 

That any treatment undertaken by will have the least possible side effects 

and will counter the illness in the most effective manner possible. We pray to the Lord... 

Give life and health to our sister/brother , on whom we lay our hands in your 

name. We pray to the Lord... 

PRAYER OF BLESSING 

Lord our God, you sent your Son into the world to bear our infirmities and to endure our 

sufferings. For , your servant, who is sick we ask that your blessing will give 

her/him strength to overcome any weakness through the power of patience and the 

comfort of hope and that with your aid she/he will be brought to wholeness. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

LAYING ON OF HANDS 
, I invite you to come forward and kneel. All present are invited to come and 

lay hands on as you pray for the spiritual, emotional and physical healing of 

our sister/brother.  



SIGN OF PEACE 

Jesus said, I leave you my peace, my peace I give you. Let us now offer a sign of that 

peace to one another. 

PRAYER 

Good and gracious God, you have heard the prayers of all gathered here on behalf of our 

sister/brother . You know us intimately. You know what is best for us in 

ways that we can never understand. We ask that you hold and her/his family 

in the palm of your hands. We ask these things in the name of your Son who taught us to 

pray saying... 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory now and forever. 

Amen. 

CONCLUDING RITE 
Let us raise our hands and ask God’s blessing on 

May the God who created you, 

May Jesus who redeemed you, 

And the Spirit who sustains you 

Be with you and surround you with God’s healing power now and forever. Amen. 

HYMN God of Day and God of Darkness 

POSTLUDE 

 



Weekly Service of Healing with Optional Anointing 

GREETING 

(A) 
We gather today to praise and worship God, to share our faith and to pray for the needs of 

the patientsof ~~ Hospital, their family members and our staff. 

(B) 
We gather in a spirit of compassion and concern for those who are patients here at 

Hospital and for all who enter through the hospital doors. We gather to 

praise our God for the goodness we have been afforded and to ask God’s help with the 

needs we bring. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

(A) 
Presider: Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

Assembly: Let us worship the Lord with gladness. 
Presider: Come into God’s presence with singing! 

Assembly: For the Lord is a gracious God, whose mercy is everlasting; 

All: The Lord’s faithfulness endures to all generations. 

(B) Easter Season 
Presider: This is the day the Lord has made, 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Assembly: Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 

His mercy endures forever. 
Presider: The Lord’s right hand has struck with power, 

The Lord’s right hand is exalted. 

Assembly: I shall not die, but live 
And declare the works of the Lord. 

All: The Lord is risen. Alleluia! 

HYMN I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

PRAYER 

(A) 
Almighty and everlasting God, who can banish all affliction both of soul and of body, 

show forth your power upon those in need, that by your mercy they may be restored to 

serve you afresh in holiness of living, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(B) Easter Season 
Lord of life, submitting to death, you conquered the grave. By being lifted on a cross you 

draw all peoples to you. By being raised from the dead you restored to humanity all that 

we had lost through sin. Throughout these fifty days of Easter we proclaim the 

marvelous mystery of death and resurrection. For all praise is yours, now and throughout 

eternity. Amen.  



(If time is limited a choice of either an Old Testament or New Testament reading can be 

used with a Gospel reading.) 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 2 Kings 5:1,9-15 

Isaiah 26:3-4 

NEW TESTAMENT READING Romans 14:7-12 

Acts 3:1-10 

GOSPEL READING Matthew 8:1-4 

John 9:1-12 

MESSAGE 

HYMN Shelter Me, O God 

I Have Loved You 

PRAYERS FOR HEALING AND WHOLENESS 

(A) 
The presence of Jesus restored health and hope to God’s people. Let us pray to live the 

word of life that we may be a source of joy in the lives of others. 

The response for the petitions is: Lord, hear our prayer. 

God’s saving love has raised a fallen world. May the church fearlessly call the world to 

live the beauty of graced existence in Christ. We pray to the Lord... 

God’s mercy abounds for all. May our commitment to God make us instruments of 

God’s compassion to the most needy. We pray to the Lord... 

God is the great physician. May Hospital be a place of healing for all who 

enter these doors. We pray to the Lord... 

God give us the ability to work as God’s instruments. May the staff of 

Hospital bring the compassion, care and love of God to all we serve. We pray this week 

especially for the staff of (name of department) that they may know the 

blessing of giving of themselves for the good of all our patients and family members. We 

pray to the Lord... 

God’s tenderness upholds the poor. May those whose lives are threatened by violence, 

on our city streets and around the world, find their lasting security in God’s reliable love. 

We pray to the Lord... 

God’s word assures us not to live in fear. May our faith in God’s providential care 

deepen in times of anxiety. We pray to the Lord...  



God whose compassion is everlasting gave Christ to call on us to carry on his mission of 

mercy. Hear our prayers that we may respond in faith and love to the gospel of your 

Son, who lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen. 

(B) Easter Season 

Handed over to death, Christ Jesus was raised to life for our justification. In living hope, 

praise and thanksgiving we place our needs before our resurrected Lord. 

The response to the petitions is: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Savior God, you have made us partakers in your kingdom, may we offer you continual 

thanks and praise. We pray to the Lord... 

You have conquered death; raise us to new life, that we may be your resurrection people. 

We pray to the Lord... 

You walked the way of Calvary’s anguish; in your powerful compassion aid all prisoners 

of conscience and those unjustly detained, and those being driven from their homes. We 

pray to the Lord... 

You give us the gift of peace, assist the leaders of our world and each of us to use this gift 

to bring peace to our city streets as well as to our war torn lands. We pray to the Lord... 

You ministered to your friends in their times of need. Bring healing and wholeness of 

mind, spirit and body to all who are ill, especially the patients of Hospital. 

We pray to the Lord... 

You call us to use our God-given talents, we pray for the staff of Hospital 
that we might work to make this a place of healing for all who come here. This week we 

pray especially for the staff of (name of department), that they might know 

your love through the faces of those they serve. We pray to the Lord... 

O God, you are the One and all your works are holy. Who can fathom your wondrous 

love? Through Jesus you call us all to live and count our love for each other as love for 

you. As we celebrate this Easter Season we ask you to increase our faith, to renew our 
hope, and to let our love abound through service to all your people. We ask this through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ANOINTING 
The Lord Jesus, who went about doing good works and healing sickness and infirmity of 

every kind, commanded his disciples to care for the sick, and to pray for them, and to lay 

hands on them. In this celebration we shall entrust our sick sisters and brothers to the 

care of the Lord, asking that God will enable them to bear their pain and suffering in the 

knowledge that, if they accept their share in the pain of his own passion, they will also 

share in its power to give comfort and strength.  



If you would like to be anointed in your room please call the chaplaincy office at 
or ask a nurse to page the chaplain and one will come to your room. 

If anyone in the chapel desires to be anointed for strength and healing please come 

forward. During the time of anointing I invite all present to pray silently for all who are 

seeking God’s healing. 

(A) 
Through this holy anointing may the Lord in his love and mercy help you with the grace 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

(B) 
, child of God, I anoint you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Gracious and loving God, look upon your servant. Touch him/her with your healing hand 
and let your life-giving power flow into every pore of his/her body and into the depths of 

his/her soul, restoring him/her to wholeness and strength for service in your kingdom; 

through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord. Amen. 

SIGN OF PEACE 

(A) 
Presider: The peace of the Lord be with you. 

Assembly: And also with you. 
Presider: Let us offer each other a sign of God’s peace. 

(B) 
Presider: The peace of the Lord be with you. 

Assembly: And also with you. 
Presider: As we have prayed for healing for our patients and their family members, 

our staff and each other let us now share a sign of God’s healing peace 

with one another. 

PRAYER 

(A) 
We give praise and thanks to you, O God. In Jesus Christ, you have given us life; 

brought ministry, forgiveness, healing and peace; commanded the disciples to heal the 

sick; and continued the healing ministry among us to this day. Keep us mindful of your 

love and mercy that we may be faithful throughout all our days. We pray in the name of 

our Lord, Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray saying  



(B) 
Lord Jesus Christ, you chose to share our human nature, to redeem all people, and to heal 

the sick. Look with compassion upon your servants who seek God’s healing of body, 

mind and spirit. Support them with you power, comfort them with your protection, and 

give them the strength to fight against evil. Since you have given them a share in your 

own passion help them to find hope in suffering, for you are our Lord who taught us to 

pray saying... 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 

HYMN Nearer My God to Thee 
There's a Wideness in God's Mercy 

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 

(A) 
May God bless you and keep you. 
May God’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

May God look upon you with kindness and give you peace. Amen. 

(B) 
May the Lord be with you to protect you. 

May the Lord guide you and give you strength. 

May the Lord watch over you, keep you in his care, and bless you with his peace. Amen. 

POSTLUDE 

 



Memorial Service for a Staff Person 

PRELUDE 

(A) 
GREETING 
Friends and co-workers of , we come together this morning to remember and 

celebrate the life of who died far too soon. As we celebrate her/his life, 

especially her/his life among us here at Hospital, we also mourn her/his 

death. In our human pain we ask God’s abiding presence to assist us in moving forward 

in ’s absence. 

Later in the service there will be a time for you to share memories of : 

Remembering those stories may bring tears or laughter but they certainly will make 

present the love we had for 

(B) 
Dying, Christ destroyed our death. Rising, Christ restored our life. Christ will come 

again in Glory. As in baptism, , put on Christ, so in Christ may 

be clothed with glory. Here and now, dear friends of , we are God’s 

children. What we shall be has not yet been revealed; but we know that when God 

appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 

We come together today to remember who touched the lives of many here at 
Hospital. We gather to thank God for their time here on earth and to rejoice 

in the knowledge that we will someday be joined with him/her in the heavenly Jerusalem. 

We assure his/her children and grandchildren that our prayers and support will continue 

with them. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

(A) 
Presider: Blessed are the dead who die in Christ. 

Assembly: “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, 
Presider: “that they may rest from the labors, 

Assembly: for their deeds follow them!” 
Presider: May the God of mercies, the God of all Consolation, be with us all as we 

celebrate and remember the life our sister/brother 

(B) 
Presider: In this time of sorrow the Lord is in our midst 

Assembly: and the Lord consoles us with his word: 
Presider: Blessed are the sorrowful; they shall be comforted. 

Assembly: Blessed are you, holy are you.  



Jerusalem My Happy Home 

My Hope is Built 

I Shall See My God 

(A) 
PRAYER 
Holy God, whose ways are not our ways and whose thoughts are not our thoughts, grant 

that your Holy Spirit may carry us during this time of loss and mourning. Heal our 

wounded hearts made heavy by the death of our friend, . Through the veil of 

our tears and the silence of our emptiness, assure us again that ear has not heard, nor eye 
seen, nor human imagination envisioned what you have prepared for those who love you. 

We offer this prayer through your son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

(B) 
O God, our strength and our redeemer, giver of life and conqueror of death, we praise 

you with humble hearts. With faith in your great mercy and wisdom, we have entrusted 

to your eternal care. 

We praise you for your steadfast love for him/her all the days of his/her earthly life. We 
thank you for all that he/she was to those who worked with him/her and those who loved 

him/her and for his/her faithfulness. We give you thanks that for all 

sickness and suffering are ended and death itself is past and that he/she has entered the 

home where all your people gather in peace. Keep us all in communion with your 

faithful people in every time and place. That at last we may rejoice together in the 

heavenly family where Jesus Christ reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever 

and ever. Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Wisdom 4:7-15 

Psalm 23:1-6 

Isaiah 25:6a, 7-9 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 2 Timothy 4:6-8 

I Corinthians 15:51-57 

Romans 5:5-11 

On Eagles Wings 
The Gift of Love 

I Know that My Redeemer Lives 

GOSPEL READING Matthew 11:25-30 

John 14:1-6 

John 12:23-26 

MESSAGE  



SHARING OF MEMORIES 

PRAYERS OF PETITION 
The response for the petitions is: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Sisters and brothers, Jesus Christ is risen from the dead and sits at the right hand of God 

our creator where he intercedes for his people. Confident that God hears the voices of 

those who trust in the Lord Jesus, we join our prayers to his. 

For our sister/brother who lived life on earth to the fullest and who fought 

the good fight in her battle against (name the illness if appropriate), we pray to the 

Lord... 

For ’s co-workers and friends especially those here at Hospital 

that they might carry her/his memory as they continue to serve our patients as she /he did 

so graciously, we pray to the Lord... 

For ’s family as they travel this journey of grief that they may know the 

compassion of our God through those who reach out to help them, we pray to the Lord... 

For all of us assembled here to worship in faith, that we may be gathered together again 

in God’s kingdom, we pray to the Lord... 

God our shelter and our strength, you listen in love to the cry of your people. Hear the 

prayers we offer for our departed sister/brother. Grant her/him the fullness of 

redemption. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

SIGN OF PEACE 
Presider: The peace and compassion of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

Assembly: And also with you. 
Presider: is now surrounded by God’s peace. Let us share a sign of 

that peace with one another. 

PRAYER 

(A) 
Almighty God, in your keeping there is shelter from the storm, and in your mercy there is 

comfort for the sorrows of life. Hear now our prayer, the prayer of those who mourn and 

are heavy laden. Give to them strength to bear and do your will. Lighten their darkness 

with your love. Enable them to see beyond the things of this mortal world to the promise 

of eternal life. Help them to know that your care enfolds all your people. That you are 

our refuge and strength, and that underneath us always are your everlasting arms. We 

join this prayer to the prayer Jesus taught us...  



(B) 
Almighty and eternal God, in Jesus Christ you promised many rooms within your house. 
Give us faith to see, beyond touch and sight, some sure sign of your kingdom, and where 

vision fails let us trust in your love which never fails. Lift our heavy sorrow and give us 

good hope in Jesus, so we may bravely walk our earthly way and look forward to a glad 

reunion in the life to come, through Jesus Christ our Lord who taught us to pray saying... 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

(A) 
The Lord bless us and keep us. 
The Lord make his face to shine upon us and be gracious to us. 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon us and give us peace now and in the days ahead. 

Amen. 

(B) 
May the Lord be our strength as we struggle through our loss: 
May the Lord be our vision so that we can see how to move through this grief; 
May the Lord be our companion on our journey through every moment of every day; 

And may we always be aware that the Lord walks beside us in order to help us carry our 

cross of suffering. May God bless us in the name of the Creator, the Redeemer, and the 

Sanctifier. Amen. 

HYMN Be Not Afraid 
God Be with You till We Meet Again 

For All the Saints 

POSTLUDE 

 



Quarterly Memorial Service for Patient Families 

PRELUDE 

GREETING 

(A) 
Friends, we gather here in the protective shelter of God’s healing love. We are free to 

pour out our grief, release our anger, face our emptiness, and know that God cares. We 

gather here as God’s people, conscious of others who have died and the frailty of our own 

existence on earth. We come to comfort and to support one another in our losses. We 
gather to hear God’s word of hope that can drive away our despair and move us to offer 

God our praise. We gather to commend to God with thanksgiving the lives of our friends 
and family members who have died recently knowing whether we live or whether we die 

we belong to Christ who is Lord of both the dead and the living. 

(B) 
We have gathered here tonight to praise God and to witness to our faith as we celebrate 
the lives of those we remember who were patients of Hospital. We come 

together in grief, acknowledging our human loss. May God grant us grace, that in pain 

we may find comfort, in sorrow hope, and in death resurrection 

©) 
We come together tonight with heavy hearts. These last days, weeks and months have 

been difficult at best in learning to live without the physical presence of someone you 

have loved in this life. Tonight we honor the memory of the family members and friends 
who impacted your lives with their love and support. In acknowledging the heavy grief 

which each of you carry we also grant that our God is the comforter of all who sorrow. 

Let us give witness to our faith in the great comforter as we join together in the Call to 
Worship. 

Let us stand and join in the Call to Worship. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

(A) 
Presider: God 1s near to all who call. 

Assembly: God is near to all who call from their hearts. 
Presider: The desires of those who fear God are fulfilled; 

Assembly: Their cries are heard; they are saved. 

All: God is near to all who call.  



(B) 
Presider: Jesus said, I am the resurrection and I am life. 

Assembly: Those who believe in me, even though they die, yet shall they live. 

Presider: Whoever lives and believes in me shall never die. 

Assembly: Iam the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end, the first 

and the last. 
Presider: I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I hold the keys of hell and 

death. 

All: Because I live, you shall live also. 

©) 
Presider: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Assembly: God is the source of all mercy and the God of all consolation. 

Presider: God comforts us in all our sorrows so that we might comfort others in 

their sorrows. 
Assembly: We can comfort others with the consolation we ourselves have 

received from God. 
All: Let us worship the God of all consolation. 

All You Who Seek a Comfort Sure 

I Shall See My God 

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 

PRAYER 

(A) 
Holy God whose will is sovereign and whose mercy is boundless, look upon us in our 
sorrow and enable us to hear your word. Help us listen so that, through patience and the 

encouragement of the word of God we will hear tonight, we may hold fast to the 

assurance of your favor and the hope of life eternal; though Jesus Christ our Risen Savior, 

Amen. 

(B) 
Eternal God, we praise you for the great company of all those who have finished their 

course in faith and now rest from their labor. We praise you for those dear to us whom 

we name in our hearts before you. Especially we praise you for those remembered here 
tonight whom you have graciously received into your presence. To all of these, grant 

your peace. Let perpetual light shine upon them; and help us so to believe where eye has 

not seen, that your presence may lead us through our years, and bring us at last with them 

into the joy of your home not made with hands but eternal in the heavens; though Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  



©) 
Holy God, Lord of life and death, you made us in your image and hold us in your care. 

We give you praise and thanksgiving for the love and mercy you gave to those who have 

died. It is that same love and mercy that our loved ones, whom we remember tonight, 

passed on to us during our time together on this earth. We especially thank you for your 

love in Jesus Christ, who died and rose from the grave to free us from evil and give us 
life eternal so that we may look forward to the day in which we will be joined with our 

family member and all the saints in the joy of your eternal home, through Jesus Christ we 

pray. Amen. | 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 57:14-19 

Lamentations 3:17-26 

Isaiah 43:1-3a, 18-19, 25 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18 

Romans 8:14-23 

Romans: 14:7-13 

Lord of the Living 

Be Not Afraid 

Let Saints on Earth in Concert Sing 

GOSPEL READING John 12:23-28 
Matthew 25:31-46 

Luke 24:13-16, 18-35 

HOMILY 

NAMING OF THE HONORED DEAD 

Lighting of candles 

(A) 
Each of the people we now remember has been a light to us here on earth. Although they 

are not physically present to us, the goodness that was unique to each of them now shines 

brightly before their Lord and God. 

We remember them in a very special way tonight by using the very symbol that is used to 

proclaim Christ’s presence among us. “I am the light of the world,” he said. Our family 

member or friend remembered tonight was a light that shone brightly for us. We now 

honor and remember them in a ceremony of light. 

As your family member or friend’s name is read we invite you to stand for a moment. 

We also invite any Hospital staff member who cared for the patient whose 

name is read to stand at that time.  



(B) 
With the death of our family member or friend, that we are about to name, a light has 

gone out in our hearts. It is the light of Christ that keeps that darkness from 
overwhelming us. We use the Easter Candle as our symbol of Christ’s light here tonight. 

We pray that this light will illumine the path through your journey of grief. 

“We now light a candle in memory of those who gave us life and who nurtured our life: 

our birth mothers and fathers, our grandparents, our foster parents and adoptive parents. 

We light a candle in memory of those who enriched our family life: our brothers and 

sisters, aunts and uncles and cousins. 

We light a candle in memory of those we were privileged to give life to: children who 
have gone before us and grandchildren; those who died before birth and those who died 

before they should have. 

We light a candle in memory of those whose love enriched and gifted our lives in a 

special way: our wives and husbands, our fiancées or significant others. 

We light a candle in memory of those who journeyed with us in a special way, those who 

shared with us during our youth and adulthood: friends, teachers, mentors, neighbors” 

(O’Brien 54). 

Tonight we light a candle from the Easter Candle the symbol of Christ’s light in the 

world. We light a candle as each name is read. 

As your family member or friend’s name is called we invite you to stand, for a moment, 

as a sign of the love you shared-a love that has not been broken by death. We also invite 

the physicians and staff members of Hospital to stand as the names of the 

patients they cared for is read. 

At this time each person’s name is read in a slow and reverent manner with background 

music playing. Hospital staff members light candles in votive glasses as the names are 

read. 

SPECIAL MUSIC Arioso 
By J.S. Bach 

Largo from Sonate III for Violin 
By G.F. Handel 

Meditation on Bach's Prelude in C 
By Charles Gounod 

WORDS OF CONCERN AND SUPPORT Hospital Executive  



PRAYER 

(A) 
Eternal God, we bless you for the great company of all those who have kept the faith, 
finished their race and who now rest from their labor. We praise you for those dear to us 

whom we hold in our hearts this night. We thank you for our family member or friend 

remembered tonight whom you have received into your presence. 

Help us to believe where we have not seen, trusting you to lead us through our years. 

Bring us at last with all your saints into the joy of your home through Jesus Christ our 

Lord who taught us to praying saying... 

(B) 
Lord, in our grief we turn to you. Are you not the God of love who opens your ears to 
all? Listen to our prayers for your servants remembered here tonight whom you have 

numbered among your own people: lead them to your kingdom of light and peace and 

count them among the saints in glory. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 

son who taught us to pray saying... 

©) 
God of mercies and God of all consolation, you pursue us with untiring love and dispel 

the shadow of death with the bright dawn of life. Comfort these families in their loss and 

sorrow. Be their refuge and strength, O Lord, and lift them from the depths of grief into 
the peace and light of your presence. Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, by dying has 

destroyed our death, and by rising, restored our life. Enable us therefore to press on 

toward him, so that after our earthly course is run, we may be reunited with those we 

love, when every tear will be wiped away. We pray through Christ our Lord who gave us 

this prayer.... 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 

Amen. 

INVITATION 
As we sing our final hymn after the benediction we invite each person here to come 

forward and receive a candle to take home with you. We hope in the coming days that 

the candle will bring a light into the darkness of your grief. It was a privilege to care for 

your family member in our hospital. Please know that we will continue to keep you in 

our thoughts and prayers.  



BENEDICTION 

(A) 
Peace I leave you; my peace I give to you. I do not give as the world gives. Do not let 

your hearts be troubles, and do not let them be afraid. My God’s peace bring comfort to 

your hearts during the days ahead. In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

(B) 
Merciful God, 

Comfort us in our loneliness, 

Strengthen us in our weakness, 
Draw those of us who remain in this life closer to you and to one another, 
Make us faithful to serve one another and give us to know that peace and joy which is 

eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(€) 
May the Lord be our strength as we struggle through our loss; 
May the Lord be our vision so that we can see how to move through this suffering; 

May the Lord be our companion on our journey through every moment of every day; 

And may we always be aware that the Lord walks beside us in order to help us carry our 

cross of suffering. 
May God bless you in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

HYMN On Eagle's Wings 
For All the Saints 

Precious Lord 

POSTLUDE 

 



CORPORATE WORSHIP 

A Blessing at the Groundbreaking for a New Hospital 

By breaking this ground today we take on both a responsibility and a privilege. The 

responsibility and the privilege rests upon us to cause a hospital to rise here that will be a 

house of healing to all people and a place devoted to compassionate and loving care. 

The work we are beginning today will enliven our faith and make us grateful. We know 
the familiar words of the psalmist, “If the Lord does not build the house, in vain does its 

builders labor.” Whenever we look to the interests of our neighbors or the community 

and serve them, we are, in a sense, God’s own co-workers. Let us pray for God’s help 
through this celebration, brothers and sisters, that God will bring this construction to 
successful completion and that God’s protection will keep those who work on it safe from 

injury. 

Blessing 
All powerful and all merciful God, you have created all things and you are the 

unshakable foundation of your kingdom. Through the gift of your eternal wisdom, grant 
the construction we begin today of may progress day by day to its successful 

completion. We bless this site and the work to be done here in your holy name. Amen. 

 



Praver of Dedication of a New Hospital 

Dear Friends, 

Now that we have completed the building of this hospital let us dedicate it to the 

physical, emotional and spiritual care of God’s people. 

The God of all consolation showers his love and blessing in a particular way on those 

who are in distress, on the sick and on those who assist, treat, and minister to the sick. In 

this realization let us ask for God’s blessing on all those who will be patients here or who 

will devote themselves to caring for the sick and those who will oversee the management 

of this building erected for the care of the sick. 

Let us pray. 

Gracious God we raise our voices in praise today for the labors of all those who have 

brought this building to completion. We give you thanks for the vision and direction of 

Health staff who have brought us to this day. 

By your grace make this place a house of blessing and a center of love. Grant that in this 
hospital the physicians and staff will receive with kindness all the patients who will come 

here and will tend to them with skill and care, so that those who come here sick will leave 

restored in spirit and in body. 

God, the comforter of the afflicted and the strength of the weak, has brought us together 
for the dedication of this hospital, established for the care of the sick. May God 

strengthen us by his grace, so that, in serving the sick with tender charity, we may be 

servants to all God’s people. Amen. 

 



Praver of Dedication of a Medical Helicopter 

Let us pray God’s blessing on the flight program. 

Lord, our God, you walk on the wings of the wind and the heavens declare your glory. 

We bless you and proclaim your greatness in all your works. In the richness of your 

wisdom you have empowered us to create the flight program. Grant, we 

pray, that these helicopters will serve to bring high-tech, high-touch care to our sisters 

and brothers who are critically injured or ill. We pray your blessing on the crews of the 

helicopters, the pilots, the mechanics, the nurses and paramedics as well as 

those who are administrators in this program. Through your blessing may your healing 

touch be made manifest in the lives of those they serve. Give those who care for the 

injured and sick the compassion, wisdom and expertise that comes from you the great 

healer. Make all connected to the flight program faithful to our mission to 

provide quality health services to all who entrust their care to us. Amen. 

 



Dedication of a Hospital Chapel 

PRELUDE 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN God of Grace and God of Glory 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Presider: Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, of all the lands! 

Assembly: Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into God’s presence with 

singing! 
Presider: Know that the Lord, who made us, is God. 

Assembly: We are the Lord’s; we are the people of God, the sheep of 

God’s pasture. 

Presider: Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving, and God’s courts with praise! 

Assembly: Give thanks and bless God’s name. 

Presider: For the Lord is good; 
Assembly:  God’s steadfast love endures forever, his faithfulness to all 

generations. 

PRESENTATION OF THE CHAPEL Hospital President 

HYMN On Eagle’s Wings 

OLD TESTAMENT READING I Kings 8:22-30 

PSALM Read Responsively Psalm 122:1-9 

NEW TESTAMENT READING I Corinthians 3:9-13, 16-17 

HYMN The Church’s One Foundation 

GOSPEL Luke 2:41-52 

MESSAGE 

HYMN Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

DEDICATION OF THE CHAPEL 
Presider: Dear Friends, rejoice that God so moved the hearts of people that this 

chapel has been built for praise and prayer. Let us now dedicate it for 

service and celebrate its holy use. Let us pray... 

To the glory of God, who has called us by grace, to the honor of Jesus 

Christ, who loves us and gave himself for us, to the praise of the Holy 

Spirit, who illumines and sanctifies us.  



Assembly: 
Presider: 

Assembly: 
Presider: 

Assembly: 
Presider: 

Assembly: 
Presider: 

Assembly: 
Presider: 

Assembly: 

HYMN 

We dedicate this chapel. 
For the worship of God in prayer and praise, for the preaching of the 

everlasting gospel; for the celebration of the Holy Sacraments; 

We dedicate this chapel. 
To the spiritual enrichment of all who shall come here; for the conversion 

of sinners, for the promotion of righteousness; for the extension of God’s 

reign; 
We dedicate this chapel. 
For the comfort of all who mourn; for strength to those who are tempted; 

for light to those who seek the way; 

We dedicate this chapel. 
In gratitude for the labors of all who love and serve this hospital; in 

loving remembrance of those who have finished their course; in the hope 

of eternal life through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

We dedicate this chapel. 
In the unity of the faith; in the bond of brotherhood and sisterhood; in love 

and goodwill to all; 
We dedicate this chapel; and we dedicate ourselves anew to that 

service of God’s people in which we perform the true service of God. 

Lift High the Cross 

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 
May almighty God bless you in his mercy and make you always aware of his saving 

wisdom. 

May God strengthen your faith with proof of his love, so that you will persevere in good 

works. 

May he direct your steps to himself, and show you how to walk in charity and peace. 
May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

POSTLUDE 

 



Installation of a Hospital President/CEO 

PRELUDE 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Presider: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

Assembly: And also with you. 
Presider: Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

Assembly: The Creator of heaven and earth. 

Presider: Let us pray... 

Almighty God, by your son Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit you gave to 

your apostles many excellent gifts. Give your grace to all servants that we 

may with diligence and faithfulness fulfill our various responsibilities. 

Grant that we your people may follow where you lead and live in joyful 

obedience to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING I Peter 5:1-7 

PSALM Read Responsively Psalm 62:5-12 

GOSPEL READING Luke 12:32-48 

INSTALLATION 

Presider: , you have been called by God and chosen by the people of 

God for leadership in this hospital. 

This position is a blessing, and a serious responsibility. It recognizes your 

special gifts and calls you to work among us and for us. In love we thank 

you for accepting this obligation and challenge you to offer your best to 

the Lord, to this hospital, and to our ministry in our community. Live a 

life in Christ and make Christ known in your witness and your work. 

Do you this day acknowledge yourself a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ? 

President: I do. 
Presider: Will you devote yourself to the service of God in this hospital, our 

community and world? 

President: I will. 
Presider: Will you so live that you enable this hospital to be a place of healing, love 

and reconciliation for all people? 
President: I will. 

Presider: Will you do all in your power to be responsible to the task for which you 

have been chosen? 

President: I will. 

Presider: Dear Friends of this hospital. Will you do all you can to assist and  



encourage in the responsibility to which he/she has been 
called, giving him/her your cooperation, your counsel, and your prayers? 

Assembly: We will. 

LAYING ON OF HANDS 

Presider: Let us pray... 
Almighty God, pour out your blessing upon . Grant him/her 
grace to give him/herself wholeheartedly in your service. Keep before 

him/her the example of our Lord, who did not think first of himself, but 

gave himself for us all. Guide him/her in his/her work. Reward his/her 

faithfulness with the knowledge that through him/her your purposes are 

accomplished; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

HYMN OF CONFIRMATION Lord Whose Love Through Humble Service 

INSTALLATION ADDRESS President/CEO 

PRAYER 
Eternal God, you have called to serve you in this hospital and this 

community. Send your Holy Spirit on him/her that he/she might serve among us with 

honor and faithfulness. Help him/her to be diligent in his/her duties that this hospital will 

continue to be a place of healing to all who enter here in search of healing. May 

’s example prove worthy for all of us to follow in caring for all God’s 

people. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
, may the love of God, which is peace, justice and mercy—disturb you. 

May God never let you forget what was done here today. 

May God keep before you the faces of 

-our patients, 

-our staff, 

-our physicians, 

-our volunteers, 

-and all who enter the doors of this hospital. 

May God give you courage, wisdom, and compassion to make Hospital a 

better place for all people. 
And after you have done your very best... 

May God grant you peace. Amen. 

HYMN OF COMMITMENT Here I Am Lord 

DISMISSAL 

Go now in love to serve God’s people, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen.  



RETIREMENT OF A HOSPITAL PRESIDENT AND CEO 

PRELUDE 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Presider: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

Assembly: And also with you. 
Presider: Friends, we are gathered here this day to worship God and to witness to 

our common faith by celebrating the life work of 

Assembly: Thanks be to God! 

HYMN Lift High the Cross 

PRAYER 
Gracious God, we thank you for the work and witness that has provided to 
us for so many years. Direct us with your most gracious favor, that all our works begun, 

continued, and ended in you may glorify your holy name; through our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 

ever. Amen. 

NEW TESTAMENT READING Philippians 3:7-16 

SPECIAL MUSIC Balm in Gilead 

GOSPEL READING Matthew 5:1-12 

MESSAGE 

HYMN Blessed Are They 

RECONGITION OF RETIREMENT 
Presider: On you began your years of service to Hospital. 

Through the grace of God, you have served this hospital in the name of 

Christ. Now we celebrate your life’s work and give thanks to the one who 

has granted the harvest and to you, , who have been a faithful 

and tireless laborer for the well-being of all God’s people. 

President: I thank Hospital, its staff, volunteers, and physicians for the 

love, kindness and support shown me these last years. 

I ask forgiveness for the mistakes I have made. I am grateful for the ways 

my leadership has been accepted. As I leave, I carry with me all that I 

have learned here. 

Assembly: We receive your thankfulness, offer forgiveness, and accept that you 

now leave to retire. We are grateful to you for your time among us. 

We ask your forgiveness for our mistakes. Your influence on this 

hospital will not leave with your departure. 

President: I forgive you and accept your gratitude, trusting that our time together and  



Presider: 

Assembly: 
Presider: 

President: 

Presider: 

HYMN 

our parting are pleasing to God. 
Do you who are representative of Hospital release 

from the duties of President and CEO? 

We do, with the help of God. 

Do you, , offer your encouragement and prayers for the 

continued work of this hospital and the leadership of (name 

of the new President/CEQ)? 

I do, with the help of God. 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, you hold the times and seasons, endings and beginnings, in 

your hands. Bless , who now enters a new time of life. We 

give you thanks for tasks accomplished, for the joys and pains woven into 

the fabric of her/his years. Give the guidance of you Holy 

Spirit. May days no longer filled with old obligations be free for new 

activities and associations. May fears and uncertainties about the future be 

transformed into quiet confidence. May each new day be received as a 

sacred trust and lived to your glory; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

Surely the Presence of the Lord 

BENEDICTION 
Presider: 

Assembly: 

POSTLUDE 

For everything there is a season, a time for every matter under heaven 

So, too, there is a time for movement, new adventure, and retirement. 

Go now, surrounded by our love and led by the promises of God, the 

presence of Jesus Christ, and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

 



Service in Times of National Disaster/Emergency 

GATHER IN SILENCE 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Presider: I lift up my eyes to the hills. 

Assembly: From whence does my help come? 
Presider: My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
Assembly: The Lord will not let your foot be moved, the Lord who keeps you will 

not slumber. 

OPENING HYMN O God, Our Help in Ages Past 

PRAYER 

God of all the ages, in your sight nations rise and fall, and pass through times of peril. 

Now when our nation is troubled, be near to judge and save. Be with our leaders, 

particularly President , Vice President , and all other government 

officials—may they be led by your wisdom; may they search your will and see it clearly. 

If we have turned from your way, reverse our ways and help us to repent. Give us your 

light in this dark hour and your truth, let them guide us; through Jesus Christ, who is Lord 

of this world and our Savior. Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Lamentations 3:1-3, 16-24 

NEW TESTAMENT READING Romans 8:31-39 

HYMN OF RESPONSE Be Still My Soul 

GOSPEL READING | Luke 8:22-25 

HOMILY 

A TIME OF PRAYER FOR OUR NATION AND WORLD 
O God, we come to you confident of your care for us as we place our needs in your 

hands. 

The response is: Lord, hear our prayer. 

For all whose lives have been cut short by this act of violence, we pray... 

For the families, husbands, wives, mothers, fathers, sons, daughters, and all family 

members of those who have been killed today that they might turn to you in their pain 

and despair, we pray... 

For all whose lives continue to be in danger as this days continues, we pray...  



For those in positions of government who make decisions—that they might be guided by 

your wisdom and the spirit for peace, we pray... 

For those in hospitals and all emergency care workers who are caring for the injured and 

dying that they might know themselves as instruments of your healing power in whatever 

form that might take, we pray... 

For those responsible for this crisis against the people of this nation and the world. That 

they might understand the devastation that they have inflicted on God’s people and feel 

remorse, we pray... 

For a peaceful resolution to this crisis and the return of safety to our cities and our 

government, we pray... 

For all who have family members unaccounted for that they may find them safe, we 

pray... 

For all of us as we hold every person affected by this tragedy in our hearts and prayers, 

we pray... 

God, we offer these prayers to you knowing you are in our midst and knowing our every 

need. We turn to you for our strength and hope in the hours and days to come. We pray 

through your son our Lord and Savior. Amen. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOSPITAL PRESIDENT 

CLOSING HYMN America 

BENEDICTION The Prayer of St. Francis 

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace; 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

Where there is injury, pardon; 

Where there is doubt, faith; 

Where there is despair, hope; 

Where there is darkness, light; 

And where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, 

Grant that I may not so much seek 

To be consoled as to console; 

To be understood, as to understand; 

To be loved, as to love; 

For it is giving that we receive, 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  



A National Day of Prayer and Remembrance 

PRELUDE 

GREETING 
At times we question God’s presence in the midst of such tragedy, pain and death. “Why 

does God allow this to happen,” we ask. “How can a good God allow such pain and 

suffering?” These are questions that we search to find answers to over and over again. In 

these most difficult times, we may not even be able to pray. We seem only to be able to 

cry, be angry, in pain and fear. 

Trusting God’s healing power and in God’s ability to intervene in our lives, and 
especially in the lives of those who have family members and friends who are lost or 
have died in this disaster, may be a very difficult thing. As we remember and mourn the 

loss of thousands of lives we must remember that God has told us over and over that we 

will never be abandoned. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Presider: The Lord of hosts will provide for all peoples. 

Assembly: The Lord will destroy the veil that veils all peoples. 
Presider: The web that is woven over all nations; the Lord will destroy death 

forever. 
Assembly: The Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces; 
Presider: The reproach of God’s people will be removed from the whole earth; for 

the Lord has spoken. 
Assembly: Behold our God, to whom we looked to save us! Let us rejoice and be 

glad that God has saved us! 

PRAYER 
Almighty God, in your keeping there is shelter from the storm, and in your mercy there is 

comfort for the sorrows of life. Hear now our prayer for those who mourn, for those who 
await news of their loved ones, and for all who are heavy laden. Give them strength to 

bear and do your will. Lighten their darkness with your love. Enable us all to see beyond 

the things of this mortal world to the promise of the eternal. Help us to remember that 

your care enfolds all your people, that you are our refuge and strength. Amen. 

HYMN God of Grace and God of Glory 

NEW TESTAMENT READING I Thessalonians 4:13-18 

PSALM Psalm 27 

GOSPEL Mark 15:33-39 

HOMILY  



HYMN Pie Jesu 
Mary Lightfoot wrote this hymn in memory of those who died in the Oklahoma City bombing. 

PRAYER OF REMEMBERANCE AND HOPE 
In this time of confusion, anxiety and mourning we place our petitions before our God 

who knows our every need- 

For peace in our world and in our country, in our city and in our schools, in our families 

and in our hearts- 

For the vision and hope of peace to care for us every day of our lives, and an end to the 

terror that stalks the earth- 

For those who died in New York, Washington, and Pennsylvania, and for the loved ones 

who mourn their loss- 

For the healing of those who were hurt, and for their families and friends- 

For the healing of hearts full of hate and hurt- 

That the lost may be found, the anxious made patient- 

For strength, courage and endurance for the emergency workers and healthcare workers- 

For freedom from violence, freedom from fear; for the courage and freedom that come 

only through the Cross- 

That in this time of confusion our governmental leaders will make just decisions for the 

good of the world- 

For minds, hands, and hearts ready to build the road to peace. 

Hear, O God, these prayers as well as the unspoken prayers that are in the hearts of every 

person gathered here. We pray through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SIGN OF PEACE AND UNITY 
In this time when the human family is so divided by pain and anger, let us share with one 

another a sign of God’s love—and offering of Christ’s peace. 

Presider: The peace of the Lord be with you. 

Assembly: And also with you. 
Presider: Let us share a sign of God’s peace with one another.  



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
With the words Jesus Christ left us when he taught us to pray—Ilet us pray together 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 

Amen. 

HYMN America the Beautiful 

BENEDICTION 
May the presence of God the Creator give you strength 

May the presence of God the Redeemer give you peace 
May the presence of God the Sustainer give you comfort 

May the presence of God the Sanctifier give you love 

To get through these days of this crisis 

And every day in the times to come. Amen. 

HYMN God Bless America 

POSTLUDE 

 



PRAYERS 

A Prayer for the Caregiver 
Almighty God, open our eyes, our ears, and our hearts that we may grow closer to you 

this day. Be with us in the fullness of your power as we minister to those who are in 

need. When they are afraid, give them courage; when they feel weak, grant them your 

strength; when they are afflicted, afford them patience; when they are lost, offer them 

hope; when they are alone, move us to their side. Be present always to guide and direct 

us according to your will. Draw us closer to you, to find comfort and wisdom, to be 

supported and strengthened, to rejoice and give thanks. Renew us in our spirits that we 

might be ever prepared to serve others through our faith in you. Amen. 

Prayer of Healing 
O God, the source of all health, fill my heart with faith in your love that with calm 

expectancy I make room for your power to possess me and gracefully accept your healing 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Praver of Healing (Jewish) 
May God who blessed those who came before us in history and in life bring healing to 

."May the Holy One, have mercy upon you. Strengthen and heal 
: O Lord, reduce the pain and bind his/her wounds. Give skill to those who 

help in healing and speedily restore to perfect health, both spiritual and 

physical. Amen. 

The Sign of the Cross 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Lord’s Praver 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 

Amen.  



Hail Mary 
Hail Mary, full of grace; the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women and 

blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, 

now and in the hour of our death. Amen. 

Psalm 23 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of 

righteousness for his name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou 

art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my 

head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in 

the house of the Lord forever. 

The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, 

His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified; died, and was buried. He descended into 

hell; the third day he arose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven and was seated 

at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 

everlasting. Amen. 

Glory Be 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  



Spanish Prayers 

Padre Nuestro/Our Father 
Padree Nuestro, que estas en el cielo. Santificado sea tu nombre. Venga tu reino. 
Hagase tu voluntad en la tierra como en el cielo. Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia. 

Perdona nuestras ofensas, como tambien nosotros perdonamos a los que nos ofenden. No 

nos dejes caer en tentacion y libranos del mal. Amen. 

Ave Maria/Hail Mary 
Dios te salve, Maria. Llena eres de gracia: El Senor es contigo. Bendita tu eres entre 

todas las mujeres. Y bendito es el fruto de tu vientre: Jesus. Santa Maria, Madre de 

Dios, ruega por nosotros pecadores, ahora y en la hora de nuestra muerte. Amen. 

Salmos 23/Psalm 23 
Jehova es mi pastor; nada me faltara. En lugares de delicados pastos me hara descansar; 

Junto a aguas de reposo me pastoreara. Confortara mi alma; Me guiara por sendas de 

justicia por amor de su nombre. 

Aunque ande en valle de sombra de muerte, No temere mal alguno, porque tu estaras 

conmigo; Tu vara y tu cayado me infundiran aliento. Adereaza mesa delante de mi en 

presencia de mis angustiadores; Unges mi cabeza con aceite; mi copa esta rebosando. 

Ciertamente el bien y la misericordia me seguiran todos los dias de mi vida, Y en la casa 

de Jehova morare por largos dias. 
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Appendix A 

Letter to participants of planning stage 

Dear Chaplaincy Staff, 

I know you have all heard me talk about the final project for my degree for many months. 

Now you get to hear the good news! 

The topic of my project is “Rituals and Worship Services for Healthcare Institutions” (or 

a topic to that effect after input from you). My hope is that this project will be of great, 
or at last some, benefit to all of us as we provide pastoral care here at Parkview Hospital. 

Since you will/might benefit from this it seem you are the persons from whom I can 
gather input—input I truly need. You are the experts and I respect your opinions and 

experiences. Ann has granted me permission for us to meet. 

A part of the project has to be met with two groups-one during planning and another for 

implementation. The format will include some theological reflection. That means we 

will do more than put together a list of possible events for which these services might be 

of use. My tentative plan is to spend the staff meeting on Wednesday listening to you. 

Hopefully, after that initial tie you will continue to ponder and share with me any 

additional insights or suggestions you might have. 

The theological reflection model I have chosen to use is the tripolar method. It focuses 

on: 

Religious/tradition—what in scripture, ritual or tradition in your Christian 

practice/tradition/convention speaks to you about God’s presence in the healing ministry? 

Personal Experience—what pastoral methods have been important to you in times when 

you have experienced healing? OR --what do you think would be important; or what 

have you observed as important as you have provided pastoral care to others? How have 
you felt when you have provided pastoral care in the most effective way? How have you 

felt when you had a sense your pastoral care was lacking? 

Cultural—in our corner of the world, Northeast Indiana, what cultural influences affect 

the manner in which pastoral care is give or received, accepted or rejected? How is God 

present/absent because of the particular cultural influences?  



I have attached Part I of my proposal so you can get a sense of my starting point. Please 
read through it before the staff meeting on Wednesday so we will all be on the same page 

when we meet. 

In advance I thank you for sharing your expertise with me. Ihave a great respect for the 

pastoral care you give our patients, family members and staff. I look forward to creating 

a tool that will be useful for our department. 

Sincerely, 

Jeannine 

 



Appendix B 
Letter to evaluation participants 

Jeannine Nix 

5766 E. Chapine Road 
Columbia City IN 46725 

February 23, 2002 

Dear (name), 

Thank you for your willingness to participate in the process of evaluation of my pastoral 

project, “Rituals and Worship Services for Healthcare Institutions.” We will meet on 

Friday, March 8 at noon in the Chapel and Spiritual Center of Parkview Hospital. 

The evaluation group consists of members who were a part of the planning process and 
others who were not and can bring an objective voice. To provide a starting place for all 

I have enclosed the project proposal. It is from this proposal that the project began and 

developed. 

I have also enclosed the portion of the project that could be used by chaplains or others in 

the pastoral care ministry in a health care institution. There is no expectation that you 

should read the entire collection of prayers and liturgies word for word. I would hope 

that you have a chance to go though it and from time to time scrutinize what you find. I 

am hopeful that as we gather each person will have read thoroughly a few differing 

sections that can provide us with some useful information for reflection. 

On page nine of the proposal you will find my criteria for evaluation. Please take a look 

at these to see if, in your opinion, the six criteria have been met in this work. Ihave 

highlighted these on your copy in order to assist you. 

If you find any blatant omissions please note them as well as other issues. I respect your 

opinions and hope our time together will bring this work closer to being a valuable tool 

for pastoral caregivers. 

Sincerely, 

Jeannine Nix  



Appendix C 

Questionnaire of evaluation for participants in the planning process 

Were you provided adequate information to understand the process of planning for 

“Rituals and Worship Services for Healthcare Institutions?” 

Did that information assist you in recognizing rituals that could be helpful in your 

pastoral care setting? 

Do you believe this book of rituals will provide you with helpful resources when meeting 

with families/patients? 

What were the strengths and/or weaknesses of the facilitator in the planning meeting? 

Other comments: 

 



Questionnaire of evaluation for participants of the implementation process 

Were you provided adequate information to understand the process of implementation 

evaluation for “Rituals and Worship Services for Healthcare Institutions?” 

What do you see as the strength(s) of the resource? 

What do you see as the weakness(s) of the resource? 

Do you believe this resource can be used in additional healthcare facilities? 

Other comments: 

 



Questionnaire evaluation for participants who were present at both the planning and the 

implementation processes. 
  

Were you provided adequate information to understand the process of planning and 

evaluation for “Rituals and Worship Services for Healthcare Institutions?” 

Did the information for planning assist you in recognizing rituals that could be helpful in 

your pastoral care setting? 

Do you believe this book of rituals will provide you with helpful resources when meeting 

with families/patients? 

What do you see as the strength of the resource? 

What do you see as the weakness of the resource? 

What were the strengths and/or weaknesses of the facilitator in the planning meeting? 

What were the strengths and/or weaknesses of the facilitator in the evaluation meeting? 

Do you believe this resource can be used in additional healthcare facilities? 

Other comments:  


