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Appendix II: Handout 1: Rite Adaptation Method 

 



Method for Rite Adaptation 

This method consists of three basic parts. First of all, we have to 

look at the nature of the rite. What is its purpose? What is the message of the 

celebration? 

Secondly, we plan to adapt the rite for our own use, and this is 

followed by an evaluation of the process. The evaluation will be useful in 

future rite adaptations. 

Here is a brief outline of the method: 

. Study the nature of the rite, asking the following questions: 

. What are the necessary parts of the rite that form its basic character? 
What must be included for it to be whole? 

. What is this rite saying about our relationship with God? 
What is the rite all about? What is its point? 

. How does this rite relate to our specific parish community? 
What can be done to deepen appreciation of the celebration of the actual rite? 

IT. Plan for local implementation: 
A. Reflect on proposed ideas. 

1. How do these ideas reflect those experiences of life that are an 
important part of our faith community ( which includes those entering 
the Church and the rest of the parish family). 

2. How do our ideas conform to liturgical guidelines? 
. Anticipate possible problems or side-effects of proposed ideas. 
. Consider any practical needs that must be attended to for the actual 

celebration of the rite. 

III. Evaluate the process, based on personal and observed reactions. 
A. Gather reactions from the entire RCIA group. 
B. In a more formal, detailed manner, gather observations from the RCIA team. 
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Readings List 

Amandolare, Ivory and Reedy, ed. Resource Book for the RCIA. 
  

"Overview: Rites and Stages of Growth," pp. 429-433 
"Catholic Rituals: Handing Them On," pp. 434-438 
"Rite of Becoming a Catechumen and Calling to Confirmation," pp. 444-450 
"Rite of Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens," pp. 451-460 

Barbernitz, RCIA Team Manual. 
  

"The RCIA Experience: Celebrating the Rites," pp. 62-64 

Huck, Liturgy with Style and Grace. 
  

Mazar and Scagnelli, Sourcebook for Sundays and Seasons (1988). 
  

"Inclusive Language in the Liturgy," pp. 172-174 

Wilde, ed. Before and After Baptism. 
  

"How Do Initiatory Symbols Come Alive for Adults?" pp. 97-112 

Wilde, ed. Commentaries. 

"Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens," pp. 5-13 

Rite of Christian Inititation of Adults, nos 400-433. 

"Preparation of Uncatechized Adults for Confirmation and Eucharist" 
"Rite of Welcoming the Candidates" 
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Rite of Welcoming 

Rehearsal Copy 

We Walk by Faith 

Greeting by presider, who then invites the candidates and SBonsors 

into the centercalsle. The candidates are supported by their 

sponsors. 

Fach candidate is asked, 

Br.: “What 1s your name?” 

Sr. PWhat do. you ask of God's Chureh?™ 

When all have been questioned, Fr. % Sr. move to the center, 

and all should face then. 

Fr. then turns to the assembly for their affirmation. 

All answer, "We are." 

Judy then begins the sung affirmation, "Father of mercy,.." 

Signing of the senses: Fr. % Sv. glternate ‘the sections, ‘as the sponsors 

gre. signing the candidates. After the final migning, Tr. Dlegaes 

them. Candidates answer, "Amen." 

Sr. presents the crosses. 

Judy sings the concluding prayer, "Let us pray,..-" ER. Amsn 

Liturgy of the Word, beginning with instruction to the candidates and 

thelr. sponscrs from the presider. 

Readings, with "Come My Children" as the responsorial psalm. 

Homily 

Evelyn & Anna present the Bibles. 

Profession of Faith 

General Intercessions - Anna 

Dismissal, with Sr. and Sam giving out the walking stalls.  



Appendix V: 1990 Rite of Welcoming 

St. Mary-of-the-Assumption 

Ste. Marie, IL 

-the final product of the rite 

adaptation process. 

 



Rite of Welcoming 

Call to Worship (Judy): Our Gospel today challenges us to be prepared, so do our 

candidates. With them, we walk in a common journey. Join as we sing our 

gathering son, "We Walk by Faith." 

From the front, Fr. Leo greets the candidates, sponsors, and all present, pointing out the 
joy and happiness of the Church in welcoming them. He invites the sponsors and candidates 
to come to the center aisle, and the assembly to sit.(Music is softly played..) 
He and Sr. Phyllis greet the candidates individually. 
Music stops, and each candidate is asked the following: 

Fr. Leo: What is your name? 

Sr. Phyllis: What do you ask of God's Church? 

When all have answered, Fr. & Sr. are in the front again, and ask: 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, 

in his great mercy has given us a new birth unto a living hope, 

a hope which draws its life from Christ's resurrection from the 

dead. By baptism into Christ Jesus, this hope of glory became 

your own. Christ opened for you the way of the Gospel that 

leads to eternal life. Now, under the guidance of the Holy Spir- 

it, you desire to continue that journey of faith. 

Fr. Leo: 

Sr. Phyllis: Are you prepared to reflect more deeply on the mystery of your 

baptism, to listen with us to the apostles’ instruction, and to 

join with us in a life of prayer and service? 

Candidates: 

I am. 

Sr. continues: Sponsors, you now present these candidates to us. Are you, and all who are 

gathered with us, ready to help these candidates prepare for reception 

into the full communion of the Catholic Church? 
All: We are. 
Judy then leads the assembly in, "We Stand with You," 

leading straight into, 
Father of mercy, 

we thank you for these your servants. : 

You have already consecrated them in baptism 

and now you call them 

to the fullness of the Church’s sacramental life: 

we praise you, Lord, and we bless you. 

with the assembly's response.  



Signing of the Senses: (as the music continues) 

Fr. Leo addresses the candidates: 

Dear candidates, you have expressed your desire to share fully 
in the life of the Catholic Church. Receive now the sign of 
your new way of life. Receive the cross on your forehead. It is 
Christ himself who strengthens you with this sign of his love. 
Learn to know and follow him. 

Judy leads the response: Christ will be your strength, learn to know and follow him. 

Phyllis: Receive the sign of the cross on your ears, 
that you may hear the voice of the Lord. 

Leo: Receive the sign of the cross on your eyes, 
that you may see the glory of God. 

Phyllis: Receive the sign of the cross on your lips, 
that you may respond to the word of God. 

Leo: Receive the sign of the cross over your heart, 
that Christ may dwell there by faith. 

Phyllis: Receive the sign of the cross on your shoulders, 
that you may bear the gentle yoke of Christ. 

Leo: Receive the sign of the cross on your hands, 
that Christ may be known in the work which you do. 

Phyllis: Receive the sign of the cross on your feet, 
that you may walk in the way of Christ. 

Leo makes the sign of the cross over all the candidates at once, saying: 
I sign you with the sign of eternal life 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, + 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Candidates: Amen. 

Sr. Phyllis: Candidates, you have promised to follow the cross of Christ. Having been 
marked with the cross, we now present you each with a cross to remind 
you of that great sacrifice which our Lord made for each of us. 

(The sponsors then present the crosses) 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, 
by the cross and resurrection of your Son 
you have given life to your people. 
Your servants have received the sign of the cross: 
make them living proof of its saving power 
and help them to persevere in the footsteps of Christ. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

RR. Amen.  



Liturgy of the Word: 

Fr. Leo speaks briefly to the candidates and their sponsors, helping them to understand 
the dignity of God's word proclaimed and heard in the church. 

Readings, with "Come My Children" as the responsorial psalm. 

Homily 

Presentation of a Bible: 

Evelyn hands them to the candidates as Anna says: 
Candidates, you have heard God's Word spoken here in the church and you have heard of 
its importance to us as Christians. Receive these Bibles and use them on your journey 

with Jesus Christ. 

Profession of Faith. 

Intercessions: 

That God our Creator may reveal Jesus Christ to these candidates more and more with each 
passing day, let us pray to the Lord: 
R. Lord, hear our prayer. 
That these candidates may come to a deeper appreciation of the gift of baptism, which 
joins them to Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 

That they may find in our community compelling signs of unity and generous love, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

That their hearts and ours may become more responsive to the needs of others, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

That in due time these candidates mey be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit and 
know the joy of being one with us at the table of Christ's sacrifice, let us pray to the 

lord: ; 

For 
for whom this mass is being offered, let us pray to the Lord: 

Prayer over the Candidates: 
Fr. Leo, with hands outstretched over the candidates, says the following prayer: 

Almighty and eternal God, 
whose love gathers us together as one, 
receive the prayers of your people. 

Look kindly on these your servants, 
and draw them into the fullness of faith. 

Keep your family one in the bonds of love 
through Christ our Lord 

RB. Amen. 

Dismissal: 
Fr. Leo explains that as the candidates cannot yet partake of the eucharist, 
we respectfully dismiss them to celebrate the Word. 

"Go in peace, and may the Lord remain with you always." 

RB. Thanks be to God. 

Sr. Phyllis explains the significance of the walking staffs, and Sam hands them out  
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RCIA TEAM EVALUATION SHEET 

Our RCIA team has gone through a three-session process to adapt 

the Rite of Welcoming for use in our own parish. In the first session 

we touched on the importance of the whole RCIA process for the Church 

and for our parish community. We then went over a method for rite 

adaptation and you chose readings to do at home. 

In the second session we used the method to adapt the Rite of 

Welcoming for our own needs. 

The third session was our rehearsal in the church after the 

inquiry session. 

Please answer the following evaluation questions on the process: 

(check on the other side also) 

Excellent 

4 

How helpful were the sessions? 

BE Cv es Es 1 

Second 

Mi q =~ 
TR reha  es a ER 1 

How would you rate the method for adapting the 

How was the actual celebration of the rite?....1 

other parishioners 

2 3 4  



Excellent 

Do you feel you had sufficient input into 

Would you like the RCIA team to work together on adapting the next 

rite (without repeating the first session)? 

Please add any comments that you might have: 

 


