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THE NEW STORY AS SOURCE AND SUMMONS FOR SOCIAL, 

POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC CHANGE 

A. Introduction 

My interest in this project is strongly influenced by a concern about how attitudes and behaviors, 

shaped by the obsessions of our western culture with economic growth and progress, have 

spawned lifestyles and practices that are eroding the human spirit, degrading the health and well- 

being of Earth, and threatening the quality of life for present and future generations of all life 

forms on this planet. This project explores the significance and practical implications of the New 

Story of the Universe, as the source and summons for social, political, and economic change. 

Cosmological stories of how things came to exist have given humans a coherent image about the 

meaning and purpose of life throughout human history. These stories provide guidance and 

staying power for shaping the course of human affairs, for serving as fundamental frames of 

reference for conduct, and as the basis for social authority. As the world rapidly changes and the 

environmental, social, political, and economic crises deepen, the major story traditions and 

metaphors of the past appear to be losing their symbolic meaning, vitality, and effectiveness. The 

New Story is a chronological account of the epic of evolution which celebrates the unfolding of 

the Universe from the initial primordial “flaring forth” through the formation of our solar system 

and planets, the emergence of life on Earth, from the Paleolithic Period with the evolution of the 

human species and human consciousness, up to the present time. The model for the New Story 

utilized in this project is the epic narrated in the book, entitled, The Universe Story, by Brian 

Swimme and Thomas Berry. It is everyone’s story in the sense that it tells us how everything in 

creation came to be and informs all human beings about their place in the scheme of universal 

history. The New Story is our common creation story, a narrative about the origin of all things 

that has emerged from the contemporary observational sciences. The New Story contains 

principal themes which hold the power to strongly influence and transform the values, attitudes, 

behaviors, and ultimately the actions of each person. These themes include cosmogenesis, 

diversity, self-organization, communion, memory and wisdom, intimacy, communication, 

interdependence and connectedness, creativity, the will to survive, freedom, and consciousness. 

Once understood and integrated into human consciousness, the principal themes in the New 

Story can provide an alternative cosmological lens through which reality can be viewed and  
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interpreted. A new way of viewing and interpreting reality at the individual and collective levels 

has the potential for leading society to an ethical framework and to a practice that would reverse 

the consequences and destructive course of human activity for life on Earth and would ensure a 

quality existence for future generations of humans and other-than-human life on this planet. 

Three works that have been instrumental in shaping my thinking and raising my concern about 

attitudes and behaviors related to economic growth and progress in our western culture include 

Ishmael by Daniel Quinn, The Chalice and the Blade by Riane Eisler, and The Post-Corporate 

World by David C. Korten. 

  

Daniel Quinn was the first to raise my awareness about the contribution of our culture to 

degradation of the planet when I read his book entitled, Ishmael, several years ago. The book is 

written in the style of a dialogue between a free lance writer and his teacher, a gorilla named 

Ishmael. Quinn articulates, in uncompromising clarity, that progress in human terms is killing 

the Earth along with humans and other life forms upon which humankind depends for 

sustenance. In addition, the book raises provocative questions about the future role and 

relationship of humankind with Earth and all of creation. Ishmael offered illuminating insights 

that not only captured the awareness and consciousness of his partner in dialogue, but my own 

awareness about how things came to be as they are as well. Throughout the book, the author 

aptly reflects upon and articulates the distinctions between the stories enacted by the “Leavers” 

and the “Takers” in their cultural responses to questions about the meaning of the world, divine 

intentions in the world, and the destiny of humankind.' Ishmael explains, how for millions of 

years, the Leavers enacted a story that worked well for the people because they lived in 

relationship with the Earth and in compliance with the laws of nature. The story of the Leavers 

was meaningful and satisfying for them because they took only what was needed from the Earth 

and returned to the Earth what nature could use. They lived in harmony and peace in accordance 

with the laws of community life.? In contrast, Ishmael points out that the Takers, who emerged 

about 8000 to 10, 000 years ago with the Agricultural Revolution, enacted a story that embraced 

and emphasized the specialness of the human with a fanatical tenacity. The Takers continue to 

live in the perception that a vast disparity exists between the human and the rest of creation. The 

story enacted by the Takers justifies doing to the Earth what they please, and living everywhere 

on the Earth as if they were in enemy territory, alienated and isolated because of the specialness  
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of their species. Ishmael suggests that the Taker’s story is unhealthy and dissatisfying because it 

has been and continues to be the story of a culture riddled with greed, cruelty, psychic illness, 

crime, and addiction. In the Takers story, Ishmael suggests that every human civilization that is 

considered to be culturally advanced anywhere on the Earth, is one in which people have taken 

the life of the world into their own hands. As intelligent creatures, they insist on taking their 

lives out of divine hands, living in the conviction that their destiny is the destiny of the world.’ 

Ishmael uncovered for me a different perspective about reality that challenged my understanding 

and my complacency about the way things are and the way they ought to be. The book provoked 

questions for me about the dominant culture in which we are immersed, a culture that seems to 

control our lives as if we were captives on a ship adrift on a turbulent sea of endless regional and 

global crises. By undermining my worldview and challenging my frame of reference for reality, 

Ishmael awakened my awareness to other alternatives for living and relating to humans, Earth, 

and other life forms. 

Another experience that afforded me an encounter with an alternative aspect of reality was The 

Chalice and Blade, a seminal work by Riane Eisler. This book opened the door to new vistas of 

understanding and insight about our cultural past and provided different perspectives about the 

connections between the historical treatment of women and the degradation of Earth. When 

reflecting upon the events of September 11, 2001 as a consequential manifestation of 

fundamental social and economic disparities that exist in the world, I was able to resonate with 

the question asked by many young school children following that tragic event: “Why do these 

people (the hijackers), hate us so much”? For me, that penetrating question seemed congruent 

with poignant questions posed by Eisler in the introduction to her book. “Why is our world so 

full of human inhumanity to other humans? What is it in our nature that insidiously causes so 

much human behavior to be focused toward violence instead of kindness, toward self-interest 

rather than equality and sharing, toward alienation rather than compassion, caring, and mutual 

well being? Why is it that so much human energy and resources are directed, either intentionally 

or consequentially, toward the diminishment of the environment, other creatures, and other 

humans? * Is it, as Ishmael observes, that humans, as a species, are profoundly lonely people, 

filled with discontent and rebellion, incessantly wrangling over what should be permitted and 

forbidden, living in fear or suspicion of others? “Why do we attempt to anesthetize the  



perceived boredom in our lives with a variety of addictions and inventions of new religions to 

provide a source of grounding, security, and well being? In the context of our cultural evolution 

and daily lives, what could be different, and what could be possible in the future? Is it possible 

to shift from systems and institutional structures that lead to repetitive conflict, social injustice, 

ecological imbalance, and devastation to structures that reflect integrity, social justice, ecological 

wholeness, and peace? What changes in social, economic, and political structures could make 

such transformation feasible”? °. 

With the unique gifts of consciousness and rational thought, humans have the capability and the 

ingenuity to develop and direct resources to imagining new realities and bringing them to 

actualization. This paper proposes that the New Story of the Universe may provide the basis and 

ethical framework for such a transformation. The New Story’s underlying themes offer a 

compelling frame of reference for transforming our cultural reality with its associated values, 

attitudes, and behaviors, from dualistic to holistic ways of thinking and acting. The themes 

suggest the importance of change in relevant organizing principles, from authoritative and 

hierarchical systems to those that value participation and community. As Sally McFague 

observes, there is much in the New Story of the Universe that calls us to a profound appreciation 

of the wonders of our being as well as the beings of all other creatures. The moral challenges 

today, in the planetary agenda, are peace, justice, and the integrity of creation. These ideals, 

which must be seen as profoundly inter-related, will be achieved together if at all. © 

Finally, my exposure to the book by David Korten entitled The Post-Corporate World offered   

hopeful practical alternatives for how change from our current destructive course may begin and 

ultimately become a reality. 

In order to understand how and why the New Story of the Universe can be a source and 

summons for social, political, and economic change, it is imperative that we understand what 

story is, why story is important and needed, and what makes the New Story of the Universe new. 

I will explore how paradigms arise from stories and how core beliefs and values reflected in the 

major story and paradigm traditions in the history of human consciousness have contributed to 

the current predicament. The crises we are experiencing suggest we need a new paradigm with 

new metaphors that will shape and transform our worldviews and perceptions, attitudes and  



values. We need a new paradigm that will lead to articulating and implementing operating 

principles that will alter human behavior and practices toward all life in the Earth’s bio- 

communities and the ecosystems upon which all life depends. Most of the themes inherent in the 

New Story of the Universe focus on the self-organizing capabilities of living organisms 

embedded in this Universe. I will explore how these themes, as embodied in living organisms 

and in their bio-communities, represent potent and powerful metaphors for bringing about social, 

political, and economic change. 

B. The Meaning of Story 

One very simple definition of story is that it is a narrative of connected events that articulates an 

adequate account of how things are in the real world and what really matters. At its narrative 

core, story frequently contains important truths and expressions of wisdom that have profound 

significance and value. Story can be revelatory about the kind of world we live in, where we 

came from, where we are going, why and how we are going to get there. Story reveals what we 

care about and how we fit into the general scheme of things.” 

In his book Story As a Way of Knowing, Kevin Bradt, S.J. views story, not only as the   

constructive play of language, but also as he states, a way of perceiving that affects what is 

known as well as the knower. In story, knowledge is shaped and affected by the technical 

elements utilized in either the spoken or the written format employed. Story is viewed as an 

interactive process between the storyteller and the story listener, where truth is discovered 

through the crafting and refining of knowledge. Story is a process where the exchange of ideas, 

interacting with each other and with the constructive play of language in the give and take of 

dialogue, contributes to the co-creation of shared truths. Story seeks to explore reality, to search 

out its possible meanings and significance. This is only feasible in a world where reality is open, 

unknown, indeterminate, where reality is always more, other, and different, and where reality is 

revealed as co-evolving and mysterious. Bradt suggests that in the exploration of reality the 

unknown invites inquiry rather than definition, erotic participation rather that ordered or logical 

proof, and relationship rather than reason. In our Postmodern Period, story is the language 

favored in the search for knowing and for understanding the meaning of reality and truth.®  



In his book The Prophetic Imagination, Walter Brueggemann suggests that story has the power   

to create an alternative imagination for the individual as well as the community or culture. If 

another world can be imagined, the ideology of the dominant culture as the sole referent for 

reality can be threatened and undermined. The expression of that ideology in the beliefs, 

perceptions, values, attitudes, and behaviors of the people are challenged and held open for 

redefinition. If another world can be imagined, the power of the status quo is disrupted and what 

is understood or interpreted as the accepted unchangeable reality, with a closed future, can be 

broken open with possibilities for dramatic and radical change. In story, the dominating power 

of the status quo can be destabilized, hope can be enkindled, and action can be taken to make the 

future a different reality from the present. Story is viewed as an effective and powerful change 

agent because of its ability to transform imagination and action using our understanding of 

events in the past, present, and future. ° 

Myths are important forms of stories which contain symbolic images that express, in metaphoric 

form, the possibilities of human experience and the fulfillment of a given culture at a given point 

in time. Myths align the functioning consciousness to a sense of wonder and awe about the 

mystery of the Universe as it exists. They present consistent images of the order of the cosmos 

and the place of humans in it. By their nature, humans participate in the cosmic order because 

their physical, psychic, and spiritual energies emerge from the cosmos. Myths emerge through 

the culture and speak in the language and symbols of the culture. They validate and support a 

specific moral order within the boundaries of the culture. Myths have the power to carry people 

through the stages and crises of life, where they experience the significant events of birth, life 

and death within the context of the Mystery that is beyond themselves and all things. ° 

C. The Importance of Story 

Story is important because it shapes our worldview, our perceptions of the universe and our place 

init. Story is a profound source of wisdom that bestows substance and form to life. It provides a 

fundamental source of self-understanding that has the potential to transform perspective, 

attitudes, and behaviors. Story evokes the power to reorient needs and enhances human capacity 

for solidarity and cooperation. It speaks to us about the purpose and meaning of life and what is 

good for us. It suggests how we should function in our relationships with other people, society, 

the physical environment, and the entire natural world."  
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A new story is needed because Earth, with its bio-communities and ecosystems, is experiencing a 

deepening crisis which has environmental, social, political, and economic implications. In the 

year 2000, the Jimmy Carter Center for Peace Studies in Atlanta, Georgia identified 112 conflicts 

around the world, many based on ethnic claims. The human story of this past century has been 

plagued by two World Wars, the Korean War, conflicts in Southeast Asia (Vietnam, Laos, and 

Cambodia), the Persian Gulf War, and the seemingly never ending hostilities in Africa, Central 

Asia and the Middle East.” These do not include numerous less publicized conflicts around the 

entire planet. Ongoing epidemics of genocide continue in both the East and West. Worldwide 

economic stagnation or depression has increased. The impact of globalization is widening the 

disparities between rich and poor societies. Atmospheric, ocean, and land pollution, global 

warming, depletion of the ozone layer in the atmosphere, degradation and destruction of 

ecosystems and massive extinction of other life-forms around the Earth are environmental threats 

that are becoming the legacy confronting future generations. These threats, which are global, 

systemic, chronic, and immediate, arise from the human’s insatiable appetite for economic 

growth. This appetite is fueled in the West by cultural addictions to consumerism, materialism, 

and individualism, and in other parts of the world by political exploitation, poverty, and 

desperation."® To a great extent, these threats are caused by inequality and irresponsible use of 

resources. These threats are wasting the Earth and compromising the integrity of natural and 

human systems. Many of the major social, political, and economic institutions, including those 

which are structured to mitigate or eliminate these threats and protect the commons, have been 

co-opted by the pressures of dominant and powerful special interest groups within the culture. 

Given these circumstances, the major story traditions are losing or have lost their effectiveness. 

The metaphors of the past have lost much of their symbolic meaning as well as their psychic and 

spiritual vitality. Those who are concerned about such matters find themselves reflectively 

asking the question: What will happen to future generations of humans, other life forms, and 

Earth itself? 

D. How Paradigms Shape Our Cultural Stories 

How we become aware of the modalities and techniques of our knowing affects not only what 

we know but contributes to the construction of our perceptions of reality. Thomas Kuhn studied 

how new modes of thought and inquiry in the field of science reversed and/or replaced old forms 

throughout the history of science. He described these moments of radical change in  
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understanding how new modes of thought were achieved as scientific revolutions. Kuhn used 

the term “paradigm” to describe those models, patterns, and traditions of thought that had 

achieved overwhelming consensus within a community. These models, patterns, and traditions 

of thought become so dominant that they become acceptable as functional substitutes and 

descriptions for reality itself. He defines a paradigm as a “constellation of beliefs, values, and 

ways of doing things, shared by members of a community or culture. A paradigm is a 

disciplinary matrix or model that enables the construction of a worldview complete with rules 

and sets of assumptions for testing truth and reality”. A paradigm embodies a shared perception 

of what is possible, including the boundaries and the limiting conditions for acceptable inquiry. 

It forms the framework for deciding whether certain ideas are acceptable and whether or not 

given phenomena or conditions are factual." 

Major paradigmatic stories throughout human history have strongly influenced the evolution of 

consciousness. These stories can help us to understand and appreciate why the New Story of the 

Universe has the power to challenge and the potential to help redefine the contemporary 

ideologies that shape current beliefs, values, and attitudes. In addition, these paradigmatic 

stories illustrate the prominence of story in the Post-Modern context. I wish to emphasize that 

the brief summaries of major paradigmatic stories that follow represent the predominant views at 

the time, not necessarily held by all groups within the society. Historical evidence, especially for 

earlier periods, can be spotty and the views that characterized the major paradigms may have 

emerged from the survival needs of dominant forces within the culture. These summaries of 

major paradigmatic stories are not intended to reflect detailed scholarship. The dynamics of these 

periods, which are much more complex, could not be explained adequately by these brief 

summaries. Rather, the major purpose for these summaries is to illustrate how the status quo can 

be disrupted and how convictions about reality, that are perceived to be unchangeable, can shift 

as they are broken open with hopeful possibilities for effective and benign change. A brief 

summary of major paradigmatic stories in our western culture follows. 

E. Paradigm of the Neolithic Cultures 

Evidence uncovered by several reputable archeologists shows the existence of partnership 

societies that arose coincidentally in different geographical areas of the Earth from about 

20,0000 to 3500 BCE. These partnership societies were at the zenith of their development  
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during the Neolithic Period from about 8000 to 3000 BCE. Historians indicate that the Neolithic 

Period refers to the last of the three periods in the Stone Age which began about one and a half 

million years ago and lasted until about 3000 BCE." Significant social development, agricultural 

economies, and the domestication of animals characterized these societies. Extensive 

archeological evidence has been found in Catal Hayuk in Turkey dating back to 7000 BCE and 

in Old Europe in about the same time period. Through the extensive archeological work of 

Maria Gimbutus in Old Europe, cave paintings were discovered that provided an abundance of 

information about sophisticated cultures extending from about 7000 to 3500 BCE. Evidence of 

similar Neolithic societies, dating back to 10,000 BCE and lasting until about 2000 BCE, 

flourished on the island of Crete. Other Neolithic societies existed at about the same time in 

Mesoamerica and South America. The paradigmatic stories of these cultures were characterized 

by worship of the life-giving powers of the Universe in the form of the Mother-Goddess. 

Evidence shows that these societies were unstratefied (without dominant hierarchies), egalitarian, 

and matrilineal, where descent and inheritance were traced through the mother. Women 

supervised preparation and performance of religious rituals and sacrifices. They were 

instrumental in the development of art, technology, script, and the nurturing of social 

relationships. One of the most interesting observations is the lack of evidence suggesting 

warfare and hostilities among the groups within these cultures. This evidence strengthens the 

archeological theory that these cultures were characterized by partnership societies. '° 

F. Paradigm of the Axial Period 

In various parts of the ancient world, generally surrounding the sixth century BCE, a series of 

pivotal coincidental events occurred that transformed the social and psychological organization 

of the human species. Ongoing research and debate continues to influence contemporary 

understanding of the nature of the developments and the timing of events which should be 

included in the Axial Period. During this defining era in human history, known as the Axial 

Period, concurrent waves of revolutionizing prophets, teachers, and poets emerged who were 

responsible for the breakthrough of new forms of wisdom that triggered the telling of new 

stories. The discourse reflected in their imaginative and creative thought and resultant works 

continues to influence the cultures of the world up to the present time. It was during this period 

that major schools of philosophy were founded in China. The wisdom and teachings of 

Confucius and Lao Tse became dominant forces in the intellectual environment of Chinese  
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culture. In India, Buddhism was founded and Jainism originated. Hindu writings dating back 

about a thousand years were reformulated into the Upanishads. Zoroastrianism became a 

dominant movement in Persia. It was the time of the founding of the Roman Republic. In Israel, 

monotheism was born, and the Israelites began their journey out of the bondage of Egypt in 

search of the Promised Land, led by revolutionary prophets and a new priestly class. In Greece, 

it was the era of Aristotle, and Plato, and Socrates. The Orphean Tradition, the Golden Age of 

Philosophy, and the speculative discourse of these major teachers transformed religion.’ 

Even though the estimated population of the world at the time was between 5 and 10 million 

people, the conditions leading up to the development of new paradigms during the Axial Period 

were surprisingly similar to those found in our time. The rapidly increasing population was 

placing stress on social and the natural systems. Rapid and chaotic urbanization cast people of 

different customs, lifestyles, and cultures into a social pluralism that challenged available 

resources and the capacity for solidarity and cooperation. The prevailing notion was that since 

chaos in society resulted from moral failure, then righteous behavior at the level of the individual 

would restore conditions to order and harmony. This notion needed to be worked out at the 

social level. In addition, the spirit world or the world of the dead was viewed as a shadow of the 

physical world. There was a lack of emphasis on individual morality because the notion of 

moral character at the personal level was strongly influenced by social pressures and limitations 

dictated by the tribe. Changes from the prevailing conditions of tribal social isolation, 

provincialism, and exclusivity needed to be worked out. As a result of the conditions described 

above, the following operating principles and modes of thought characterized the paradigmatic 

story of the Axial Period: '* 

e A new vision of a universal order was evoked whereby the principle of a transcendent 

cosmology was worked out against the backdrop of the culture. 

e Distinctions between the worldly and otherworldly domains were established, placing them 

in opposition. As a result, tendencies toward dualistic modes of thinking emerged at the 

level of working consciousness. Contrasts were drawn between the divine and the human, 

good and evil, the sacred and the secular, the transcendent and immanent, body and soul, 

religion and politics, and so on.  



e The notion of individual morality emerged, where righteous behavior at the level of the 

individual had cosmic implications for bringing order and harmony to a chaotic world. The 

concepts of obligation, reward, and punishment became radically personalized. 

e Universal solidarity and cooperation were emphasized and duties, principles, and values 

were imbued with cosmic significance, transcending the exclusivity of ethnic and tribal 

pluralism. 

G. Paradigm of the Medieval or Pre-Modern Period. 

Elements of the paradigm of the Medieval Period had their origin in the Axial Age. The 

synthesis of reality in the Medieval Period was characterized as one grand unified cosmological 

system referred as the “Great Chain of Being”. This paradigmatic story recognized all of 

creation, both material and spiritual, as a single inter-related system of expanding spheres 

revolving around the Earth as a fixed point in the center. Within this cosmological perspective, 

the Earth was the center of the Universe, with the Sun, Moon, and stars revolving around the 

Earth in uniform circular motion. The ability to reason was viewed as a superior faculty. The 

human, as a rational animal, was the crowning achievement of creation, the center of the world. 

Everything in existence was connected hierarchically in the Great Chain of Being. Inanimate or 

non-living matter was considered the lowest form of being. Stones and other inanimate objects 

were below the plants, plants were below animals, and animals were below humans. Angels 

were considered hierarchically superior to humans and a personal God, set apart from creation, 

animated everything that existed in this Great Chain of Being. Houston Smith eloquently 

summarized the paradigmatic story that characterized the Pre-Modern Period: 

“Virtually without question, all of life and nature were assumed to be under the 

surveillance of a personal God whose intentions toward man were perfect and whose 

power to implement those intentions was unlimited”. 

This paradigm described the dominant view of reality from about the ninth through the early part 

of the sixteenth centuries.”  



H. Paradigm of the Modern Period 

The Modern Period emerged with the Copernican Revolution. Nicholas Copernicus formulated 

the theory that the Earth was moving with other planets around the Sun in a solar system. In his 

book, Concerning the Revolutions of the Celestial Spheres, Copernicus demonstrated how the 

Earth’s motion could be used to explain the motion of other heavenly bodies. His theory laid the 

foundation for the telescopic discoveries of Galileo, the planetary laws of Johannes Kepler, and 

the gravitational principle of Isaac Newton. With the invention of the telescope, microscope, and 

other instruments, standard measurement and comparative evaluation made possible the 

replication of empirical studies in quantitative terms. Scientists learned to develop standardized 

methods of empirical research which contributed to major breakthroughs by da Vinci, Pascal, 

Bacon, Huygens, Liebnitz, Descartes, Locke, and many others in addition to Copernicus, 

Galileo, Kepler, and Newton. The invention of crank and rod engines in the late 16th century 

converted rotary motion into linear motion, contributing to an explosion in technology which led 

to the Industrial Revolution. By the end of the 17™ century, “scientia” no longer meant the 

faculty of knowledge possessed by humans. “Science” in the contemporary context of the time, 

became the process known as the scientific method and the body of knowledge acquired using 

the scientific method. In the last quarter of the 17" century, Newton and Liebnitz invented 

calculus which provided the mathematical tool for integrating the laws of physics, mechanics, 

and motion. These new disciplines ushered in a new paradigm in the history of human 

knowledge and western culture by synthesizing Descartes’ Mechanistic Philosophy, Kepler’s 

Laws of Planetary Motion, and Galileo’s Laws of Terrestrial Motion. The Universe came to be 

perceived as a giant machine set in motion by the Creator who sustained its operation by 

universal laws of gravity, deductive reasoning, cause and effect, and necessity. Everything else 

in the Universe, including humans and all animate life, was viewed as a machine operating 

according to pre-existing mechanistic principles. The prevailing worldview at the time held the 

basic assumptions that things moved and acted in a continuous manner for reasons based on prior 

cause, and that all actions could be analyzed and broken down into component parts. The 

scientific method, where the observer observes and never disturbs, became the predominant 

mode through which knowledge and truth were acquired.* 

The paradigm of the Modern Period remained the dominant story through most of the 20" 

century. It continues to dictate the operating principles and values that underpin our social,  



political, and economic institutions. This paradigm was characterized by the following 

underlying operating principles:*' 

The Earth is a planet that revolves around the Sun in a solar system. 

All phenomena consist of atoms or corpuscles in motion, subject to mathematical 

description. 

Humans possess within themselves the saving means of their own liberation through the 

grace of critical reason, empirical observation, and scientific knowledge. 

Knowledge derived from empirical observation was not just one form of knowledge, but 

the only source of truth in the world. 

What could be measured, quantified, compared, explained, demonstrated, or proven 

became the foreground of reality. 

In this Age of Reason (other names included Scientific Revolution and The 

Enlightenment), Western thought insisted that: 

- Knowledge could be founded upon and grounded in absolute truth. 

- Knowledge was about something separate from the knower which could present 

itself objectively to the knower. 

- Knowledge claimed the authority of objectivity, truth, and certitude. 

I. Paradigm of the Postmodern Period 

Newton’s discoveries birthed an unprecedented explosion in technology and economic growth in 

the Western world. Beginning in the early1900’s with the work of Max Planck, Heisenberg, 

Bohr, Einstein, and others, quantum physics was born in the attempt of these scientists to capture 

the objective nature of absolute reality in the microcosmic world of subatomic particles of 

matter. Early pioneering work by Max Planck and the research of Werner Heisenberg 

determined that particles of atoms changed with every observation and attempt at measurement. 

The very act of measuring the position of an electron, for example, disturbs its velocity because  
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light is required to see the electron. Empirical observations led to the conclusion that the course 

of an electron in motion and its sequence of positions in space could not be predicted with 

certainty because its present position and velocity could not be known with absolute certainty.” 

By the middle of the 20™ century, an epistemological shift from linear to non-linear modes of 

thought emerged across several fields of study. Among these, Ludwig Bertalanfty’s General 

Systems Theory inspired new modes of thinking in biology. He was the first to understand the 

epistemological implications of quantum physics and to apply them to areas of knowledge 

beyond that science. He was one of the first to use the term, “Perspectivism”, to describe his 

belief that while reality exists, the reality that one knows could not be fully objective because 

one’s view is filtered through one’s own perspective. Any knowledge of the real is at best partial 

and limited to context and perspective. The knowledge of reality requires clarification and 

elucidation through consideration of alternative perspectives. @ 

This principle appeared to be a precursor to a contemporary methodological approach called 

“Constructivism”. Constructivism embraced the thesis that there is no objective reality enjoying 

absolute ontological privilege which excludes the perceiver or which pre-exists independently 

from human symbolic language and activity. The assumptions, presuppositions, and 

expectations of the observer are considered to be major interactive elements which must be 

factored into the analysis and interpretation of data. Therefore, reality is a mutually interactive 

process in which the person participates in a creative and interactive way with what the person 

comes to observe or know. What we observe and create changes us and influences how we 

perceive the world. We experience what we create and what we have created determines what 

we experience. Knowledge needs language to constitute reality. Language shapes, mediates, 

and incarnates our perceptions of reality. Reality, to the postmodern mind, is dependent upon 

one’s point of view and perspective. For any conversation about nature and reality to be 

intelligible, it must include the context, as well as the perspective and language used. The 

favored language form that facilitates understanding knowledge, truth, and reality in the 

Postmodern Period is “story”.%* 

J. What Makes the New Story of the Universe New 

As we have observed, the peoples of Earth have told the story of the Universe throughout 

history. We have observed how these paradigmatic stories have shifted throughout the ages and  
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that these shifts were based on the cosmological lenses through which humans viewed reality. 

The contemporary perceptions, knowledge, and understandings of their world in their time 

shaped their views of reality. With the major developments of science and technology during the 
th . 

20™ century, a new mode of consciousness has emerged, a movement from the sense of static 

cosmos to the process of cosmogenesis. Cosmogenesis can be characterized as a movement 

from a mode of consciousness, where time is experienced as ever renewing seasonal cycles to a 

“time developmental mode” of consciousness, where time is experienced as an evolutionary 

sequence of irreversible transformations. Major strides in quantum physics and this movement 

to a new mode of consciousness have had a significant influence on the emergence of a new 

narrative which has, as its primary basis, an account of an emergent universe. This new narrative 

or New Story is supported by objective evidence derived from the instruments of new 

technologies available to the observational sciences. 2° 

At the level of the imagination and practical consciousness, the New Story has the potential for 

raising awareness and teaching that all life on this planet has a common heritage. Every living 

thing, then, is related to every other living thing. An understanding and appreciation by humans 

of the common origin of all life that emanates from this story holds the promise of empowering 

humankind to become present to the entire Earth community in mutually enhancing ways that 

transcend racial, cultural, religious, political, and economic boundaries. The hope is that the 

themes of the New Story will captivate human consciousness and awareness in a manner that 

engages and compels humans to: 

Discover a new lens through which reality can be viewed and interpreted. 

Recognize their embeddedness, connectedness, and dependence on the entire web of life. 

Adopt a holistic and benign perspective toward life in all its forms, 

Experience and embody the principles of freedom, mindful of the entire Earth 

community.  



Adopt simpler habits and life styles that mitigate preoccupations and addictions to 

materialism, consumerism, individualism, and irresponsible use of resources. 

Restore the integrity of Earth including the environment, the ecosystems, and other life 

forms. 

Discover the common ground to deliberately bridge differences, celebrate diversity, 

connect people, and harmonize efforts for the common good. 

Adopt holistic approaches to understanding and confronting issues of local and global 

significance. 

K. The New Story of the Universe 

As indicated in the introduction, the model for the New Story utilized in this project is the epic 

narrated in the book, entitled, The Universe Story, by Brian Swimme and Thomas Berry. The 

New Story is a chronological account of the epic of evolution from the “flaring forth” to the 

Ecozoic Era. The “Ecozoic Era” is the term used by Thomas Berry to describe the emerging 

period of life following the Cenozoic Period. The Ecozoic Era is characterized, at a basic level, 

by a mutually enhancing relationship between humans and Earth.” The New Story is everyone’s 

story in the sense that it tells us about how everything in creation came to be and informs all 

human beings about our place in the scheme of universal history. What follows is one rendition 

of the story. Another storyteller, Loyal Rue, in his book entitled, Everybody’s Story, suggests 

that in order to understand the full potential of the story of cosmic evolution for bringing about 

cultural change, there must be many versions, at different levels of sophistication, with varied 

attention to details, and with divergent emphases. It is not the chronology of the New Story that 

is so important, but. the symbolic meaning and the implications of its underlying themes. The 

symbolic meaning and underlying themes have the potential for giving to human consciousness 

a rich and profound wisdom which could bring about a paradigmatic change in our perceptions 

of reality.  



In this discourse, I will summarize the major events in the New Story of the Universe. The 

initial flaring forth to the emergence of prolific life forms are covered on pages 19, 20, and in 

Appendix I. A discussion of principal themes in the New Story is provided on pages 20 

through 24. Important metaphors suggested by the themes are covered on pages 24 through 25. 

A discussion of the implications of these metaphors for inspiring change in our social, political, 

and economic institutions and systems follows on pages 26 through 32. The implications of 

these metaphors are important for engendering a sustainable future for future generations of 

humans and other life-forms. 

Leading theories suggest that at the time of creation, about 15 billion years ago, (more recently 

revised to 12 to 13 billion years ago), the entire universe was compressed into a very hot and 

dense region, perhaps even smaller than a single atom. The prevailing view is that the expanding 

universe is the result of the flaring forth of a dense and enormous source of energy, scattering 

energy first, then matter in all directions in space. Very early in the activity of this flaring forth, 

the foundational forces of the universe, gravity, strong nuclear force, weak nuclear force, and 

electromagnetism developed. Within a few minutes, subatomic particles stabilized and primal 

atomic nuclei formed. As the universe became transparent, hydrogen and helium formed, 

seeding the galaxies. About 10 to 14 billion years ago, the universe broke into galactic clouds, 

primal stars appeared, and the first atomic elements were forged in the stars. As the first stars 

exploded, subsequent condensation of their matter gave rise to second and third generation stars. 

Giant galaxies formed as smaller galaxies merged or were swallowed up by others. About 5 

billion years ago, a disc-like cloud gathered in the Orion arm of the Milky Way galaxy and about 

4.5 billion years ago, a major star went supernova, subsequently giving birth to the Sun. The 

planets of the solar system formed and the Earth brought forth an atmosphere, oceans, and 

continents. ?® 

The first prokaryote, a single cell organism without a nucleus, emerged about 4.0 billion years 

ago. As the gases of the Earth’s primordial atmosphere became depleted and the oxygen 

concentration increased, the prokaryotic organisms invented photosynthesis (about 3.9 billion 

years ago). Between 2.5 to 2.3 billion years ago, the continents stabilized and the first ice ages 

occurred. About 2.0 billion years ago, the oxygen concentration in Earth’s atmosphere stabilized 

and other mutations enabled prokaryotic organisms to metabolize oxygen and to proliferate  
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throughout the early oceans. In about the same period, the first nucleated eukaryotic cell evolved. 

This was a cell which contained membrane bound organelles and a nucleus containing 

chromosomes with DNA. It took about another billion years for the eukaryotic cell to discover 

the act of eating (heterotrophy). With further mutations, eukaryotic cells invented sexual 

reproduction. The first multicellular animal appeared about 700 million years ago and the first 

communities of multicellular sea life evolved around 600 million years ago. The Cambrian 

extinction, which eliminated about 80 to 90 percent of existing species, paved the way for a 

major explosion of diverse life forms, including mammals about 570 million years ago. The 

narrative of the New Story with the prodigious proliferation of life forms on Earth, that expanded 

in diversity and increased in complexity, continues in Appendix I. 2 

L. Principal Themes Revealed by the New Story of the Universe 

The New Story of the Universe reveals major themes that provide metaphors that teach holistic 

values for life and reality in a contemporary context. Major themes as described by Thomas 

Berry and Brian Swimme are summarized as follows: 

oe The Cosmogenetic Principle 

Cosmogenesis is a foundational theme that characterizes the dynamics and power of the 

Universe to build up order and form. The cosmogenesis of the Universe and Earth proceeds 

by establishing stable systems that are then broken apart by the activity of their components, 

thereby leading to new stable systems with new members included in the new dynamics. 

Under the best of circumstances, enhanced diversity, more extensive self-organization, and 

communion characterize the succeeding systems. At other times, given the turbulence of the 

Universe, these systems are torn apart with no further development. * 

Diversity or Differentiation   

The Universe exhibits an extravagant outpouring of creativity and an outrageous bias for 

novelty and variety. This diversity is manifested in the large-scale domain called the 

macrocosm, in the complexity of galaxies in the Universe with their planetary systems, and 

in the structures of the living world in the plants and animals. Diversity is also manifested in 

the miniature small-scale world of the microcosm with single and multi-cellular  



microorganisms and at the level of molecules, atoms and elementary particles in the 

subatomic composition of matter.’ 

Self-Organization, Autopoiesis, Subjectivity 

Living systems exhibit self-organizing dynamics. Self-organization is a unifying principle 

that exists within every living organism. Self-organization is integral to and at the same time 

distinct from the entire range of an organism’s physical components. This unifying principle 

points to the internal dimension of things. Self-organization is exhibited by living organisms 

and their ecosystems in the form of spontaneity, resilience, and self-reliance. 

Communion and Kinship 

To be is to be in relationship. Relationship is essential for sustaining a holistic existence. 

Nothing is itself without everything else. The Sun emerged from the creativity of many 

millions of former beings. Beings that are different from each other organize themselves into 

systems and communities. Organisms living in communities exhibit intelligent centers of 

creativity that are manifested in differentiated webs of relationship.’ Fritjof Capra states that 

“isolated particles have no meaning as isolated entities but can be understood only as 

interconnections or correlations between various processes of observation and 

measurement”. >* 

Memory and Wisdom: 

Memory in living organisms enabled single events to emerge that took on supreme 

significance. The first prokaryote (one-celled organism without a nucleus) emerged after 

millions of years of torrential thunderstorms and lightning that inundated the Earth and 

formed the oceans. Memory enabled that first single bacterium to reproduce itself without, 

for example, the original accidental electrical charge that energized the original life form that 

appeared on Earth. Since billions of years of memory cannot be stored in the DNA of a 

single cell, memory proliferated freely among early forms of bacterial life so that 

irreplaceable learning could be transmitted to individuals and be retained by the community 

3 
as a whole. *°  



Intimacy 

Early in the life of the solar system, intimacy was established between the living surface of 

Earth and the Sun’s radiant energy. This happened when the Earth’s first life forms 

developed the process of “Photosynthesis”. A descendent of the first prokaryote mutated into 

another form that developed the ability to convert energy from the Sun into molecular 

substances that could be used for food. *° 

Communication: 

The prokaryote that developed the ability to photosynthesize successfully communicated that 

life saving strategy throughout the terrestrial oceans. In that experience, the Universe 

became present to itself in new ways as life captured and saved its significant breakthrough 

experiences. The entire community created, probed, discovered, learned, developed, and 

remembered. The power to deal with oxygen was harnessed when another mutated 

prokaryote developed “Respiration” giving it access to ten times the energy of other single 

cell organisms. Oxygen was involved in the greatest transformation in the history of Earth 

about 2 billion years ago. The oxygen charged hyper-energized bacterium mutated to a form 

that attached itself to a larger bacterium, drilled holes into the cellular wall of its victim, and 

fed on all cell contents except its DNA. Over a period of 2.0 to 1.4 billion years, a symbiotic 

relationship was established when these internalized bacteria evolved into mitochondria, 

forming an organelle that eventually would be found in the cells of complex forms of life 

over the next several billions years. This symbiotic relationship evolved into the first 

eukaryotic cell with a nucleus. *’ 

Interdependence and Connectedness 

With further mutations, the eukaryotic cell reached a new level of complexity with its ability 

to consume its living neighbors. The predator and prey developed a symbiotic relationship in 

which they co-evolved to create a new organism. Over time the predatory organism and its 

prey developed the form, function, and biochemistry that were synergistic to each other, 

eventually co-evolving into a single integrated organism. In other instances organisms 

retained their identity and developed characteristics that were complementary to other 

organisms. These interdependent relationships gave rise to ecological systems and patterned 

communities. When an organism found itself consuming other organisms that would not be  



digested entirely, a new eukaryotic cell evolved that demonstrated meiotic sexual 

capabilities. This organism found itself with two nuclei containing billions of years of 

selectivity and meaning, capable of organizing energy and matter. It functioned as a 

symbiotic whole until it became time to divide into two living cells that mutated into two 

other eukaryotic cells, each demonstrating the ability to exchange genetic material. Over a 

time period of about 700 million years, a community of formerly autonomous cells emerged 

as a single multi-celled organism. Following the Cambrian extinction about 570 million 

years ago, an explosion of other life forms of increasing complexity and diversity evolved. 

These life forms were shaped by themes of creativity, survival, and conscious choice.*® 

Creativity and Innovation: 

Through chance and genetic mutation, living organisms experienced unforeseen 

breakthroughs of creativity and innovation by generating offspring with different and novel 

abilities. These breakthroughs, which were responsible for the early evolution of life, 

continue in dramatic form throughout the natural world to this day.” 

Survival, the Will to Live 
  

Through necessity and natural selection, the differential survival capability of individual 

organisms within a given population shapes life at a fundamental level. Organisms with the 

most advantageous traits tend to contribute more offspring to the next generation. This 

capability of living organisms represents survival of the “fittest” in the sense that genes 

enable a particular phenotype to succeed relative to others. The advantageous genes that 

contribute to survival and adaptation are selected and passed on to future generations. * 

Freedom 

In life’s’ evolution, conscious choice and niche creation has been central in shaping the 

selection of advantageous genetic materials. Sexual selection is a dynamic with broad and 

deep implications. Genetic criteria in the consciousness of the female enabled her to arrive at 

selection of a mate in response to males who make themselves available for that purpose. 

Hunch, insight, phylogenetic memory, mistakes, and sudden implicit decisions are some of 

the early dynamics and primary causes for shaping the face and body of the animal 

kingdom. *!  



e Consciousness: 

With the evolution and emergence of the human, the Universe reaches a level of 

sophistication and complexity that enables it to reflect on itself. Not since the oxygen 

invasion over 2 billion years ago had a breakthrough occurred that would have such dramatic 

implications for Earth and its systems. ** 

Nowhere are the symbolic meaning and implications of the themes of the New Story better 

expressed and manifested than in living organisms and in the dynamics of their symbiotic and 

synergistic relationships in bio-communities. The living organism, in its relationships with other 

organisms and the elements within its bio-system, provides a powerful metaphor for how human 

societies should organize their cultural behaviors and actions for the benefit of the entire 

community. 

M. The Age of the Living Organism as Metaphor 

In this Post-Modern Age, a shift is occurring from the machine metaphor that originated with the 

Copernican Revolution, to the metaphor of the living organism. Metaphors express how science, 

society, and culture define themselves. They can become the lenses through which reality is 

viewed and interpreted. Since the middle of the 16" century, the machine has been a most 

influential metaphor used to define reality. In this mechanistic context, reality was perceived as 

wholes made up of individual parts that are external to and isolated from other parts. When 

applied to the living organism, this mechanistic approach would view the organism as a 

collection of separable structures, chemical processes, and electrical currents which could be 

understood in isolation from the environment in which the organism lives. As an organizing 

principle in social systems, this mechanistic approach leads to the imposition of undemocratic 

and hierarchical forms of control presumably dictated by predetermined genetic structures. In 

this approach, there is denial of life’s essence, its capacity for intentional cooperation, and its 

unlimited potential. +’ 

In the last several years, through the pioneering works of Mae Wan Ho and Elizabet Sahtoris, a 

new metaphor has been emerging based on the holistic, harmonious, and prodigious 

characteristics and capabilities of the living organism. This metaphor is characterized by the 

capacity of the living organism to self-organize in ways that maintain the integrity of the  



individual as well as the entire community. The metaphor reflects a holistic view where the 

many parts within the whole exhibit their own integrity and at the same time are understood in 

the context of their relationship to the whole. At the personal level, this approach views the 

living organism as the embodiment of the dynamics of the mystery of life expressed in the 

organism’s own unique ways, with its own ability to re-create itself. The living organism 

engages in the conversion of inert matter from its environment into itself. As an ever dynamic 

and evolving organism, it has the capability to control its material substances and to transform its 

environment. As an example, all cells, bacteria, and organs in our human bodies are engaged in 

the same process of self-recreation in order to maintain and sustain our individual identities as 

conscious, physical, and spiritual beings. As an organizing principle for understanding life on its 

own terms and for opening the mind to new possibilities for human understanding of the material 

world, the living organism as a metaphor can provide a new lens for interpreting reality. The 

living organism is radically democratic and participatory. It evolves and maintains a coherence 

of the whole in form and substance that defines and preserves the boundaries between itself and 

its environment. ** 

N. Bio-Communities and Ecosystems 

As an extension of the living organism, bio-communities provide a model for transformation of 

our social, political, and economic lives. These bio-communities contain groups of plants and 

animals that live together in the same geographical area, each filling a specialized ecological 

niche defined by distinctive functions and physical location. They embody the accumulated 

wisdom of millions of years of adaptive learning. The communities function as single large 

organisms. They self organize through networks using complex systems of information 

feedback in which each organism in the community adapts and orients its behavior to the 

conditions and needs of the whole. These bio-communities adapt to the intricate details of their 

geographical area and become identified with and inseparable from place. They are positioned 

near their food supply, optimizing the opportunities for sustaining life on a continuing basis. 

They generate little or no waste beyond dissipated energy. Energy constantly flows through the 

system where materials are continuously recycled as the waste of one organism or species 

becomes a usable resource for others. They maintain an internal balance between the energy 

dissipated into the environment and the revitalizing processes by which the system’s life forms 

capture solar energy and convert that energy to usable resources. Bio-communities typically  
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nurture a rich diversity of species in symbiotic relationships that provide a source of resilience 

and creative potential. +’ 

O. New Story Considerations for Social Change 

Social change requires the transformation of perceptions, values, attitudes, and lifestyles of 

individual people that are then integrated into the fabric of society. At the level of personal 

awareness and consciousness, it requires transformation to a worldview that evokes a new way 

of looking at the world, a new way of perceiving reality. Learning and applying the lessons 

embodied in the themes of the New Story could be a compelling influence for transforming the 

worldviews of individual people in ways that would lead to social change. Before social change 

in society and culture can take place, people must recognize the need for and be willing to 

engage the self-organizing and unifying resources within themselves that would bring about 

personal change. These resources would enable people to examine what it is, in their own value 

systems, attitudes, and lifestyles that contribute to and reinforce the materialistic and consumer 

oriented behaviors that have created the complex social problems facing our society as well as 

other cultures around the world. For real societal change to occur, individual people would have 

to recognize that as humans their psychic, spiritual, and even their physical health calls for 

integration in all aspects of their lives, inner and outer, the masculine and feminine, the personal 

and global, intuitive and rational. Personal integration is essential for fostering healthy 

communal relationships. The process of personal integration would enable people to invoke the 

wisdom that emerged from the accumulated learning of many generations that acknowledged and 

affirmed people’s dependence upon the Earth’s natural systems and their inseparable connection 

to the entire web of life. Individual people would learn to value the places they live, strive for 

simplicity of life, and respect the will-to-live and survival rights of other life forms in our shared 

ecosystems. People would be able to exercise freedom and creativity while being mindful of the 

needs of the entire community of life. 

As individual people become integrated in their personal lives, transformation from 

anthropocentric and egocentric perspectives, values, attitudes, and lifestyles at the societal and 

cultural levels would begin to take place. A new lens for collectively viewing and interpreting 

reality would emerge. Members of society would collectively and more effectively use their 

self-organizing capabilities, imagination, creativity, communications, and feedback resources to  
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make the systemic changes that are necessary. At the level of society, people would foster an 

ethical framework that summons a new spirit of actionable stewardship, cooperation, and 

collaboration with people of other cultures, races, and beliefs. Each member in society would be 

challenged to find a niche in which each person fulfills personal needs while serving others. At 

the same time, each person would learn to respect and protect the boundaries that ensure their 

own integrity, the integrity of other people, and the integrity of the Earth’s natural systems upon 

which all depend. As modeled in the New Story, people would value the diversity within their 

society and the open communications, shared learning, and innovation that would emerge from 

it. At the societal level, people would learn to identify and choose the higher common ground 

where differences would be creatively bridged. People would be connected in interdependent 

alliances where their efforts would be harmonized. Also, it is important that people adopt 

holistic systems approaches to understanding, confronting, and solving issues of local and global 

significance that would lead to the health and well being of Earth and the quality of life for future 

generations. As these transformations begin to occur, the themes of the New Story, which have 

been operative within the Universe for billions of years, would manifest their enduring vitality in 

the lives of individual people, in society, and in other cultures around the world. 

P. New Story Considerations for Political Change 

The lessons learned in the themes of the New Story could significantly influence initiatives 

for change in our political systems. Just as the cosmogenetic forces enabled the Universe to 

build up order and form over billions of years, people are beginning to exercise the dynamics and 

power of their freedom, imagination and creativity, their self-organizing capabilities, and 

communications and feedback processes to bring about change in their political systems. In 

democratic societies, political systems can change when they no longer function in ways that 

reflect the aspirations and desires of the people they are supposed to serve. Evolutionary 

processes in the New Story teach that when repetitive and aggressive evolutionary patterns lead 

to the threat of self extinction in ecosystems, such patterns can be avoided by the formation of 

cooperative alliances. In similar ways, unjust political systems are destined for failure when 

ordinary people proactively participate in the processes of reshaping the systems they have 

helped to create.  
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The Democracy Foundation is one of many such efforts in the United States. The Democracy 

Foundation is a non-profit organization founded by former Senator Mike Gravel of Alaska.* 

This organization has launched a national initiative for democracy called The “Legislature of the 

People”. The major objective of the ‘The Legislature of the People’ is to bring people into the 

operation of government in order to resolve intrinsic flaws in the present form of democratic 

governance. This is one example of new initiatives that are drawing attention to the need for 

structural changes that would hold politicians more accountable to the people they represent. 

The major initiative of the Legislature of the People is to reduce the dominant influence, on the 

law-making processes and legislative agenda, of the self-interest of politicians, the economic 

interests of corporations, and the financial backing of elected officials by special interest groups. 

In addition, the initiative is justified by the right of the people, in freedom, to self organize and to 

creatively engage in self-government. 

The organizing principle of this initiative is based on “First Principles”, a process where people 

come together as a first step to establish or re-establish governing parameters for society. First 

Principles is based on the Tenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution and the Doctrine of 

Enumerated Powers (articulated in the Federalist Papers) which state that power resides, in the 

first instance, in the people who then grant their power, reserve it, or prohibit its exercise, not 

merely through periodic elections of representatives, but institutionally through the 

Constitution.*” The concept of First Principles recognizes and upholds the authority and 

legislative power of the people to collectively organize society into a political body and to create 

and alter government constitutions, charters, and laws. The First Principles process facilitated the 

founding of the American colonies with the Mayflower Compact, the New England Town 

Meetings, the Virginia Declaration of Rights, the Declaration of Independence of the original 

colonies, and the Constitution of the United States. 

The Legislature of the People institutionalizes the authority and voice of the people and 

empowers them to mitigate or even dispose of the shortcomings of the existing political 

system.*® By working in parallel with elected representatives, it compels elected officials to act 

consistently in the best interests of the people by enacting only those laws that are supported by a 

majority of the people they represent. Issues that qualify for legislative consideration would be 

subjected to balanced and unbiased communication of public information and intense  



collaborative and deliberative processes. The legislative process would provide for direct 

expression of citizens’ views and bring people into the operation of government at the national, 

state, and local levels. This political initiative and similar ones would make important 

contributions toward reshaping a new political story. The initiatives adopted by the Democracy 

Foundation demonstrate how the cosmogenetic dynamics and power of the New Story can 

influence people to build up a new order in their political system. This process demonstrates that 

people are recognizing and integrating New Story themes by organizing cooperative alliances, in 

their use of wisdom and creativity, and in exercising effective communication and feedback in 

their efforts to restructure the political system in ways that serve the needs and aspirations of all 

the people. 

Q. New Story Considerations for Economic Change 

The world population at the present time is about 6 billion people. Less than two percent of the 

world’s population enjoys extravagant material affluence, consuming about half of the Earth’s 

resources. About another billion people account for an additional quarter of total consumption. 

Some two billion manage to make ends meet with difficulty. About one billion live in a 

condition of debilitating poverty and about another billion suffer extreme and dehumanizing 

1.*® If the essential needs are to be met for two-thirds deprivation, struggling for daily surviva 

of the world’s population that is living marginally or currently enmeshed in debilitating or 

dehumanizing poverty, it is imperative that changes be made in the economic structures that 

dominate and exploit people and contribute to their desperate condition. 

The themes of the New Story that are played out in the evolution of living organisms, in their 

ability to sustain life in bio-communities, can provide guidance for envisioning and creating 

structures for an economic system that would meet the needs of all life on the planet. Organisms 

in symbiotic relationships in bio-communities reflect the cosmogenetic dynamics and power of 

the Universe to build up order and form. Bio-communities provide an excellent example of how 

a diverse variety of plants and animals, supported and sustained by Earth’s resources of air, 

water, soil, and appropriate climatic conditions, can live in harmony and balance within their 

environment. Organisms of considerable diversity, living in intimate communal relationship 

with other organisms, exhibit self-organization in their resilience and self-reliance as they make 

their unique contributions for the benefit of the entire community. Organisms making up bio-  



communities utilize sophisticated communication and feedback systems. The wisdom that 

emerged from the accumulated learning of earlier generations, which is stored in the memory of 

the community, is transmitted through offspring to the entire bio-system. The creativity and 

innovation exhibited by these organisms enable them to develop the resources needed for 

ensuring the sustenance and survival of the entire community. Creativity and innovation are 

manifested in the organisms’ ability to define and protect the boundaries of their habitat, to 

secure and retain proximate sources of food, to effectively utilize the energy flowing through the 

system, and to recycle wastes in useful ways. 

Fundamental differences in functional characteristics and operating principles are shown in the 

following comparison between bio-communities and the current global economy dominated by 

institutional and corporate behavior: *’ 

Bio-Communities 

Self-Organization 

Inseparable from place. 

Adapt function and behavior 

to the needs of the whole. 

Short supply lines to food, 

Use habitat to optimize 

opportunities to sustain life 

Energy flows through the 
system. 

Systems maintain an 
internal balance. 

All material recycled, waste 

from one organism becomes 
the resource for others. 

Global Econom 

Centrally planned by 

corporations and institutions. 

No attachment to place. 

Have neither knowledge 

or concern for the needs of the whole. 

Long supply lines to food. 

Function depends on 

depleting Earth’s resources. 

Deplete the energy and 

the self reliance of 

communities. 

Overwhelms the natural 
productive processes of 

local ecosystems (with 

concrete, asphalt, and chemicals). 

Systematically converts 
natural resources of its 

environment into 

unusable toxic pollutants 
and garbage.  



Bio-Communities Global Economy 

Nurture rich diversity of Preserves those elements 

species and culture as the of biological and cultural 

source of system resilience diversity useful in 

and creative potential. generating immediate profits for institutions. 

Using the organizing principles of living organisms in bio-communities as a model, the long- 

term goals for a more benign planetary economic system should include balancing human 

consumption with the regenerative capacities of nature. This would ensure that all persons have 

access to the means for creating an adequate and meaningful living for their families. Individual 

initiatives should enjoy latitude, freedom, and openness for innovation and experimentation. 

Institutional and corporate systems should be structured so that political and economic processes 

are democratic and participatory. Decisions should be responsive to the needs and preferences of 

all that bear the consequences of those decisions. Institutions should assume responsibility for 

protecting local and regional economies against exploitative and predatory assaults from outside 

the region. >° 

For economic change of this magnitude to occur, a cultural transformation, which takes on the 

magnitude of religious conversion or an awakening of faith, is required. Such a cultural 

transformation must be grounded in an authentic popular expression of the experience and 

aspirations of people who nurture shared values, trust, cooperation, compassion, and community. 

With such a cultural transformation, society would begin thinking in terms of economic concepts 

that maximize applying life’s wisdom found in bio-communities to market theory. In his book 

entitled The Post-Corporate World, David Korten identifies what he calls Adam Smith’s rules for 

mindful markets, which should be integrated into economic principles and practices. These rules 

include using life as a measure for evaluating economic choices and performance. Since the 

market has an immense capacity for self-organization, the feedback provided by the market 

potentially would compel decision-makers to weigh the full cost of their decisions as part of the 

process of identifying socially optimal choices. Companies would form human-scale small or 

medium sized firms, with stakeholder ownership so that no firm or individual would have a 

major influence on market price. This would help to maintain operating efficiency and prevent 

companies from capturing controlling influences in the marketplace. Human scale firms would 

enjoy the capability of maintaining business relationships with customers, suppliers, the local  
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community, and other companies based on mutual trust and concern. Economic principles and 

practices would reflect equity in the marketplace where major benefits are derived from the 

market’s ability to set priorities based on consumer preferences (not supplier preferences), 

thereby achieving a democratic and socially efficient allocation of resources. Equity means 

giving high priority to ensuring everyone a means of a livelihood adequate to human dignity and 

avoiding the extremes of wealth and poverty. Public policy that required full disclosure of laws 

and relevant information from producers and sellers would be strengthened. These policies 

would enable people to make mindful choices about the products and services needed. People 

need full access to information about the quality, contents, technical information, production 

processes, and safety of products. The sharing of knowledge and technology would be 

encouraged. Those who produce innovations that benefit society would have opportunity to 

realize a reasonable livelihood from the products they create. In addition, they would be 

expected to share those products with others. Our current system of intellectual property rights 

rarely benefits the innovators or creators because current laws place those rights in the control of 

corporations. Human societies would benefit from the model of diversity in bio-communities 

that function with a high degree of self-reliance in their utilization of energy and materials.”’ 

A community engaged in the use of its own resources to meet its own needs, in its own place, is 

not likely to have its economy degraded or destroyed by a business deciding to move a facility to 

another geographic location. Local ownership provides the key to moving toward a sustainable 

relationship with the environment as each community is required to learn to live within its own 

means. Local ownership avoids the situation where one group lives beyond its means by using 

the resources of other groups. Communities must have the capability to manage and mediate 

exchanges at their boundaries to ensure that the exchanges are congruent with the integrity of 

their internal processes. Government at all levels would be structured to provide the necessary 

guardianship of systems and conditions necessary for efficient market function; including 

maintaining public infrastructure, protecting the rights of persons, limiting the growth of 

industrial companies, and ensuring that costs are internalized. Government would ensure that 

equity is maintained by ensuring that there are incentives for full disclosure, that knowledge is 

shared, and that relationships are managed at community boundaries. In addition, the culture 

must recognize the importance of the connection between ethical behavior and a just and 

equitable society for the efficient function of the marketplace. It is imperative that the concepts  
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of justice and equality be integrated into the framework of economic theory and practice. The 

need for moral conduct becomes obvious when the people of a society or culture perceive 

themselves as an integral part of a larger communal identity. As the New Story themes and 

values reflected in these economic structures become embodied in the culture and accepted as the 

criteria for communal life, markets will provide maximum opportunity for the practice of 

responsible freedom and will better serve the needs of all people in the society.” 

R. Conclusion 

I have explored the significance and practical implications of the New Story of the Universe as 

the source and summons for social, political, and economic change. I have postulated that the 

New Story, with its principle themes that focus on the self-organizing capabilities of the living 

organism, can provide an alternative cosmological lens through which reality can be viewed and 

interpreted. I believe that these themes, once understood and integrated into the working 

consciousness of humans, hold the power to transform the values, attitudes, behaviors, and 

actions of the people in our culture. Such a transformation has the potential for leading society 

to an ethical framework and practices that can reverse the consequences and destructive course 

of human activity for life on this planet. 

In order to understand how and why the New Story of the Universe can be a source and 

summons for social, political, and economic change, I explored the importance and need for 

story, how paradigms arise from stories, and how core beliefs and values reflected in the major 

story traditions in human history have contributed to the current predicament and at the same 

time demonstrate that cultural change is feasible. I briefly outlined the crises being experienced 

and suggested that a new paradigm was needed that would lead to the emergence of operating 

principles that alter human behavior and practices toward the Earth’s ecosystems. I explained 

that transformation of perceptions, values, and beliefs to a more holistic worldview is imperative 

for social change and that people must be educated and formed in the understanding that the 

human is dependent upon the Earth’s natural systems. I suggested that humans must learn to 

exercise their freedom mindful of the needs of the whole and they must learn to value the places 

they live and strive for simplicity of life. I also explained that new initiatives are being 

promoted, initiatives that would bring people into the operation of government to resolve  
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intrinsic flaws in the present form of democratic governance. One example is the Democracy 

Foundation’s initiative currently in process called “The Legislature of the People”. 

Using the New Story themes found in the organizing principles of organisms living in bio- 

communities as a model, I pointed out that long-term goals for a more benign planetary 

economic system should balance human consumption with the regenerative capacities of nature. 

Individual initiatives would be encouraged that provide latitude, freedom, and openness for 

innovation and experimentation. Institutional systems would be structured so that political and 

economic processes are radically democratic, participatory, and responsive to the needs and 

preferences of all members of society. 

In closing, I believe that this quote from Willis Harmon, formerly of the Standard Research 

Institute, clearly describes the current state of our social, economic, and political systems. He 

affirms what is necessary for transformation of perceptions, values, attitudes, and behaviors that 

would enable humankind to enter into a mutually enhancing relationship with Earth: 

“ A metamorphosis of consciousness is required where competition will be balanced with 

cooperation and individualism balanced with love”; a cosmic consciousness that relates 

self interest to the interests of other humans, other species, and future generations of both; 

a consciousness shaped by human values and social arrangements. Technology will be 

used for sustaining and enhancing life. There must be a decline of the politics of 

domination and the dual economy, where inequities prevail and productive activities are 

systematically exploited. People must have the freedom to live free of fear of war, with 

care, compassion, and empathy” > 

 



S. APPENDIX 1 The New Story of the Universe >* 

10.0 -14.0 

1. In the Beginning 

EVENT 

The Primordial Flaring Forth 

The universe begins as immense energy. 

Original activity evolves gravitational, electromagnetic, strong and weak nuclear 

forces 

In the early seconds, particles stabilize and primal nuclei form. 

As the universe becomes transparent, hydrogen and helium form, seeding the 

galaxies. 

The universe breaks up into galactic clouds and the first 
stars appear with the first elements formed within them. 

The first supernova gives rise to second and third generation stars. 

Larger galaxies are formed by swallowing smaller ones. 

A disc-like cloud floats on the Orion arm of the Milky Way galaxy. 

First generation star goes supernova 

Sun and solar system is born, planets are formed, and Earth brings forth an 

atmosphere, oceans, and continents. 

Geological activity of Moon, Mercury and other planets frozen. 

Mars geological activity frozen.  
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2. The Living Earth 

EVENT 

First Prokaryotic cell emerges 
Mutation of this organism invents photosynthesis 
Continents stabilize 
First ice age 
Oxygen atmosphere forms, prokaryotes learns to deal with oxygen, the first 

eukaryotic cell develops. 
Eukaryotes develop ability to exchange DNA (heterography). A mutated form 

of this organism invents sexual reproduction. 

The first multi-cellular organism evolves. 

Jellyfish, sea pens, flat worms evolve. 
Cambrian extinction, 80-90% of species eliminated. 
Invention of shell by trilobites, clams, and snails. 
First vertebrate animals evolve; Ordovician extinction. 

Jawed fishes go ashore, lungs and fins evolve. 
Devonian extinction, insects evolve, invention of wood cell and first trees. 

Land-worthy seeds by conifers, wings by insects, reptiles with land-worthy eggs. 

Warm-blooded reptiles evolve. 
Permian extinction, 75-90% of all species eliminated. 
Dinosaurs appear, flowers spread, Pangea (the supercontinent) is complete, first 

mammals evolve. 
Breakup of Pangea and birth of the Atlantic Ocean. 

Birds evolve. 
Marsupials and placental mammals evolve, primates evolve, and 

Cretaceous extinction. 
Rodents, bats, early whales, pre-monkeys, early horses 

Various orders of mammals complete, cosmic impact and Eocene extinction. 
Monkeys, early cats and dogs, first apes, whales become the largest sea animals, 

carnivores take to the sea, becoming seals. 
Grass spreads across the land, monkeys and apes diverge, 

Orangutans, elephants, antelopes emerge, a surge in grazing animals occurs, 

and modern cats and dogs evolve. 
Chimpanzee, hominids, modern camels, bears, modern horses, early cattle, pigs, 
modern big cats, bison, sheep, wild hogs, gibbons, and baboons. 

The ice age begins and first humans (Homo habilis) evolve. 

Homo erectus (hunters), mammals peak, 

Cosmic impact, Pleistocene extinction, brown bears, wolves, llamas, goats, 
modern cattle, wooly mammoth, wildcats, and polar bears.  
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3. Emergence of the Human 

EVENT 

First Human, Homo habilis emerges, used stone tools. 
Homo erectus appears, masters hunting. 
Make use of clothes, shelter, fire, hand axes. 

Archaic Homo sapiens evolves. 
Ritual burials are discovered. 

EVENT 

Modern Homo sapiens, language evolves, and occupation of Australia. 

Human occupation of the Americas. 
Musical instruments are used by humans. 

Spears, bow and arrows come into use. 

Cave paintings are found. 

4. The Neolithic Village 

Dogs tamed 

Sheep and goats tamed in the Middle East. 
Settlements in the Middle East, wheat and barley cultivated. 

Dogs tamed in North America. 
Settlements in Southeast Asia, rice gardeners, water buffalo, pigs, chickens 

tamed, painted pottery culture. 

Cattle tamed in the Middle East. 

Settlements in the Americas, cultivation of corn, squash, peppers, and beans. 
weaving developed in the Middle East. 

Irrigation in the Middle East, population of Jericho is about 2000. 

Hassuma culture, millet farming in North China. 

Catal Huyak population about 5000. 
Horses tamed in Eastern Europe 

Pottery in the Andes. 
Early settlements in Europe; gourds, squash, cotton, amaranth, and quinoas in the 
Andes; camels and donkeys tamed in the Middle East; elephants tamed in India 

Peanuts cultivated in the Andes. 

World population reaches about 5-10 million  
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EVENT 

5. The Classical Civilizations. 

Sumerian civilization in Mesopotamia, use of the wheel and cuneiform writing. 

Chronic warfare 
Civilization of the Nile in Egypt; advances in technology. 

Indus Valley civilization on the Indus River 
Minoan civilization in Crete. 

Megalithic structures in Europe. 
Earliest origins of the alphabet in Palestinan region; Aryan-Vedic peoples with 

Sanskrit language in India. 
Shang Dynasty in North China, 

Settlements in Greece, birth of monotheism and exodus of Israel from Egypt. 
Olmec civilization in Meso-America. 
Early Hindu masters and early prophets of Israel 
Homer 

Zoroaster 
Beginning of Greek philosophy 
Confucius and Lao-Tsu in China, Buddhism in India. 
Persian Empire 

Founding of the Roman Republic. 
Prophets of Israel; writing of the Hindu Upanishads, 

Socrates, Plato, Aristotle 
Alexander’s invasion of the Indus Valley. 

India united under Asoka. 
China united in the empire of Ch’in Shih Huang-ti 
Roman Empire under Augustus Caesar. 

Jesus 

Buddhism in China 
World population is about 300 million. 

Classic Mayan civilization in the Americas. 

Fall of Rome. 

Rise of Muslim Empire 
Muslim advance in Europe stopped at Poitiers in France. 
Carolingean renaissance in Europe; beginnings of medieval civilization. 
Toltec Empire 
Invention of Arabic numerals 

Islamic science. 

Crusades 

Compass invented. 
Inca Empire in the Americas  
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EVENT 

5. The Classical Civilizations - Continued 

Beginning of the Mongolian Empire under Ghengis Kahn. 

Marco Polo begins travels. 
Aztec Empire in the Americas. 
Ibn Battuta begins journeys. 
Black Death, European population declines. 
Cheng Ho completes voyage through Indian Ocean to Persian Gulf. 

Constantinople falls to the Turks 

Columbus sails for the Americas. 
World population is 400 to 500 million people. 
English settlement in North America begins at Jamestown. 

6. The Rise of Nations 

British East India Company chartered. 

Japanese policy of isolation. 
British control over India 
European powers divide the colonial world. 

American Revolution. 
French Revolution. 

The Opium War settled with China establishing five trading ports. 
Perry forces Japan open to western trade. 

European powers divide Africa into European colonies. 
World War 1 

Communism takes control of Russia 

League of Nations established. 
World War II 

First nuclear bomb exploded over Hiroshima. 
Korean War. 
Vietnam War. 

Cambodian War. 
World Charter for Nature adopted. 

Dissolution of the Soviet Union. 
UN Conference on Environment and Development.  
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EVENT 

7. The Modern Revelation 

Copernican Revolution and beginning of the Modern Era 
Kepler discover the elliptical movement of the planets around the Sun. 

Galileo establishes empirical mode of observation by using precise measurement 
in observation of natural phenomena. 

Francis Bacon promotes a pragmatic orientation of modern science. 
Rene Descartes establishes a mathematical approach for dealing with the natural 

world and divides the physical world and the mind into two different realms. 
Isaac Newton explains the modern view of the universe. 

Georges-Louis Buffon rethinks the age of Earth 
Carolus Linneas develops the modern system of taxonomic classification of life. 

Kant proposes the theory of the formation of celestial bodies and 

the solar system.” 
James Hutton discovers that the geological formation of Earth and of life can be 

traced back in time. 
Jean-Baptiste Lamarck traces the evolution sequence from lower to higher forms 
of life. 
Baron George Cuvier sets the basis for classification of animals. 

Sir Charles Lyell describes the structure of Earth. 

Charles Darwin publishes his theory of Natural Selection and alters our 

understanding of the development of life. 
Albert Einstein changes our understanding of knowledge, time, space, motion, 

matter, and energy. 
Werner Heisenberg changes our perception of knowledge at the atomic level. 
Edwin Hubble provides evidence that we live in an expanding universe. 

Hans Albrecht Bethe describes how stars evolve. 
Rachel Carson exposes the effects of pesticides on the natural world, launching 

the environmental movement. 
Robert Wilson and Arno Penzias find evidence of the origin of the universe. 
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