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Prologue 

Dear Reader, 

If you are reading this, you are probably in the Master of Arts in Pastoral Theology 

program at St. Mary-of-the-Woods College and searching for ideas for your pastoral project. 

And, if you are like I am, someone not in formal ministry, you are scared to death! 

“Why am I here? 

Why am I in this program? 
Everyone else in the class is in formal ministry and I just “think” this might be for me. 
How can I do a pastoral project when I’m not in ministry?” 

Do these questions sound familiar? 

I didn’t have answers for those questions and it made this pastoral project very difficult. 

Friends urged that the project would be easy, but they were officially in ministry and, apparently, 

had answered their own questions about vocation and ministry. 

I needed to answer those questions before even thinking of a pastoral project. The first 

three questions are deeply personal for each of us, but the fourth question has significance for the 

church at large: How shall we define ministry? By title, office, job? Who has authority to act 

within the moniker of a ministry? What if you think it could be you? 

It used to be easy to identity the Church’s ministers: They were in cassocks or habits and 

easily recognizable. They had the authority to work/speak/minister on behalf of the Church and 

we accepted that. They had been “called by God”, selected by Him, educated and “made 
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official” and thus, there was no need for affirmation from the larger faith community. Who 

could challenge God’s call? 

It was an efficient system. 

But, as the numbers of clergy and religious has receded by attrition and societal changes, 

the ministry of the Church has been reexamined, which brings us back to our questions: What is 

ministry and how do we define it? And, what if (surprise!) it’s you? 

Right about now, you’re saying, “Well, I help the poor, work on social projects, help in 

the parish. I work in a helping profession. What is the step between that and ministry?” 

That is the question facing the Church today. 

And that question is so important that this project became two fold: First, discerning 

ministry, particularly if non-official ministry and second, a project in which that role is played 

out. Or, in other words: God’s work first, Sheila’s work second. 

It’s a story, humble that it is, not of lightening bolts or of falling off a horse, but of how 

God works in mysterious ways and in God’s own good time. 

Stories are always much more interesting, aren’t they? 

Stressing narrative as a way of illustrating how women have shaped 
theology is not new. Recall that Teresa of Avila, for example, was an avid reader 
of narratives: lives of the saints and romances. Her reading of the lives of the 
saint was what awoke in her the desire to undertake divine adventures. She began 
to read them as a child, but continued to find them a source of assistance and 
encouragement throughout her life, even at the most advance stages of the 
spiritual life. Joseph Chorpenning, writing on the narrative quality of Teresa’s 
works, says: 

Human experience has an intrinsically narrative, or story, quality about it. 
The story is the most common and universal mean of communicating human 
experience, and human beings are essentially story listening/reading and 
storytelling beings, with story listening/reading being a pre-condition for 
storytelling.  



Mary Ann Hinsdale, Women Shaping Theology, p. 104 

Walk with me on this road to Emmaus and share the story. The road will be a bit longer 

than expected, but, in the end, we will recognize Our Lord and ourselves as well. 

Sheila O’Brien 

Chicago, Summer 2007 

 



Chapter One 

The Call to Ministry 

It’s a familiar biography. Irish-Catholic family. Father a police officer, Mother a nurse. 

Grandparents all immigrants. Politics and public service very important, the life blood of dinner 

conversation. All the children enter the helping professions: law, medicine, nursing, teaching. 

Life is giving, not taking. The Church and its mission are in each breath drawn. 

Against that backdrop, the story begins in 2005. Here is a synopsis in an article: 

A Group Hug at 50 

Notre Dame Magazine 

Summer 2005 

by Lisa Moore '77 

Fifty. It's an age that used to belong to our parents. Now it belongs to us. 
For some, it's a rite of passage we'd rather forget; for others, it's cause for 

celebration: We made it! At 50's cusp, life folds on itself, reflecting on where it's 
been and wondering where it's going. Fifty is full of physical realities: Those faces 
and figures reflected in the mirrors of Walsh and Farley Halls aren't quite as perky 

today. In fact, first thing in the morning, mine can look downright frightening. 

That's part of what Sheila O'Brien '77, '80J.D., was thinking as she 
contemplated turning 50. She also imagined all the Notre Dame women from the 
class of 1977 turning 50 with her. They were among the pioneers of co-education 
at Notre Dame, the second class of undergraduate women to complete four years at 
the University. They had evolved into mothers, teachers, business leaders, doctors, 
lawyers and artists. O'Brien, an Illinois appellate court judge and the mother of 
three girls, decided her female classmates might like to share this momentous 
occasion.  



O'Brien says the idea began at a lunch she had with classmates and fellow 
Illinois residents Ginger McGowan Bishop, whose mother had just died, and Janet 
Carney O'Brien. "We shared a delightful meal and talked about turning 50. Ginger 
said how much she appreciated the emails during her mother's illness. I recalled 
that Eileen O'Grady [Daday] once received a ton of birthday emails, and suddenly 
the light bulb lit." 

With the help of classmate Patty Metcalfe Klepper and the power of the 
Internet, Sheila O'Brien set up a master list in January. It began with about 60 
names and birthdays of women from the class of '77. "The messages started flying 
February 2 with Jane Neff-Brain's birthday," she says. By April, the list had 
doubled. 

If you're on The List, when your birthday rolls around, it's a blessing. This 
generous act of brilliance offers something magical, reassuring and beyond words. 
Terry Molony expressed this when she wrote: 

| thank you so much for setting all this in motion! I am sitting here with tears in my 
eyes at all the greetings I'm getting from old friends and people I don't even know! 

The List reminds us of 1973, when we went off to Notre Dame, and 1977, 
when close to 400 women earned bachelor's degrees. "Yearbooks are off the 
shelves all over the country," O'Brien says with a laugh. She spends about 15 
minutes three times a week sending out gentle e-reminders. As birthdays roll 
around, Listers flip through the "Senior" section of the Dome, chuckling at the 
hairstyles and the fashions and the way our eyes sparkled before we left Notre 
Dame. 

Like a pebble in a pond, this generous act spawns circles of connections. 
As Ellen Keane Rutt described it: 

Within the past four months it has put me in touch with dozens of women I last 
heard of or from in 1977; has informed me about the loss of several classmates; 
considerably brightened my own 50th birthday; inspired my husband to contact 
some of his ND friends; and led to a play date between my sons and the sons of a 
classmate. Through it, we have shared triumphs, tragedies, hope and plans for the 
future with long-forgotten and new friends. 

The function of The List is expanding, too. At first it was just about 
birthdays. Soon it was also about remembrance. On Sunday, May 22, on the 
anniversary of our graduation, Father James Foster, CSC, '77, '94M.Div., 
celebrated a Mass in the Log Chapel in memory of the 11 women in our class who 
have died.  



The List also is about mutual support. One participant is battling cancer, 
and Listers offered prayers. Another participant, Debbie McGraw, ran a half- 
marathon in La Jolla in April to celebrate her midcentury mark. Domer sisters sent 
encouragement and luck. "It wasn't easy," McGraw wrote afterward, "harder than I 
thought it would be to tell you the truth. Some of the time I kept going because I 
knew I was going to write this email." 

The List works because it is simple, accessible and free. "I am shocked at 
how much it has meant to people, and often they don't even know why," Sheila 
O'Brien says. "We're just putting our arms around each other and saying, "Happy 
birthday." As Klepper notes, "They say that God works in mysterious ways, but I 
choose to think that, in this case, God works through email." 

Lisa Moore, a writer who lives in Harrison, Maine, turns 50 in August. She was 
editor of the 1977 Dome and lived with Sheila O'Brien in Walsh Hall at Notre 
Dame from 1973 to 1977. 

(July 2005) 

The website for the above article: 

http://www.nd.edu/~ndmag/su2005/bdav50.html 

Lunch, a simple, unexpected lunch. Eating out is rare, even rarer out side the office and 

with people I barely knew at Notre Dame. But, we had reconnected through the death of one’s 

mother which resonated with each of us. Each of us had buried a parent, and that common 

experience was the fodder for lunch conversation and drew us closer. 

But, a birthday list for people who have not seen each other in thirty years? Yes, they 

shared good times in the past, but most had few current experiences with each other. They lived 

all over the continent, all over the world. Many did not know each other, despite reunions every 

five years. And, during those years, much water had passed under our bridges. 

Who would care about such things?  



Experience had shown that people do care about milestones, more so now than thirty 

years ago. They care about marking the events of their families, the deaths of their parents and 

they care that others notice as well. Ailing parents, the passage of time and their own aging is 

the fodder for fifty-ish conversations. Aging, death, celebration of life. Very basic concepts, 

very deep longings. 

Celebrating your fiftieth year, particularly for a woman can be tough; accepting the peaks 

and valleys, losses and joys can be bittersweet. 

That was the underlying assumption for this project: that community was important at 

this moment, that being together, sharing this milestone had emotional and spiritual value. It was 

a belief worth working for and spurred the entire birthday project. And, there was a wonderful 

element of fun celebration. 

And, my role? We have a class secretary who is terrific and competent. Would this 

project be a slight to her? I called her and she was more than helpful. She sent an e-mail blast to 

the women in our class asking them to e-mail me if they were interested. 

The response was overwhelming. 

The above article was published and more women joined the group. The responses 

continued to be effusive. Women were connecting after many years of no communication. No 

weight to lose or hair to cut before talking to old friends; smaller cohorts planned mini-reunions 

and child play dates. 

It took much more time than imagined. Gathering e-mails, birthdates, updating lists took 

a large amount of time, but the returns were worth it. The list was off and running,  



Many felt we should remember the deceased women of our class in a special way. Mass 

on the anniversary of our graduation was decided upon by a smaller group of us. (Some 

background: Any meeting of Notre Dame graduates without Mass would be unusual. Eucharist 

is a significant part of student life at Notre Dame and remains so for many graduates.) 

The planning was open to all and many responded back to me by volunteering. One 

woman, now an ordained minister of the United Church of Christ, composed a prayer for the 

Mass and for dissemination throughout the group. We invited the parents of our deceased 

classmates and the date chosen was the anniversary of our graduation in 1977, something 

common to all of us. Another women secured housing for those traveling. Some women 

volunteered as readers and musicians. I secured the celebrant, a male classmate, and the place. 

All of the planning was accomplished by e-mail. 

Approximately 25 people celebrated the Eucharist together at Notre Dame while we 

asked the others to take a moment on that date and time to reflect and pray the prayer composed 

by our classmate. (I could not attend because I was at St. Mary-of-the-Woods for a return 

weekend.) 

It was a lovely event: see Appendix A 

Summer brought more birthdays but August brought a stark reality. The husband of one 

of the women e-mailed that her cancer was virulent and that she was not expected to live. We 

knew of her illness and had celebrated her fiftieth birthday ahead of her actual date, so that she 

could receive the greetings of all of us. He told us that she had enjoyed those early birthday  



greetings and the camaraderie of the birthday group. He wanted us to know of her rapidly 

declining state. 

She was to be waked on her fiftieth birthday and buried the following day. 

This was never anticipated. A death? How to handle announcing her death? Could it 

take the same form as the birthday greetings, a simple e-mail? What about her family? Her 

parents, husband and children? What about our group members and, their needs? 

The gravity of the news seemed to demand another method of communicating, but there 

was no way to contact all these women any other way. We were an e-mail group and now, the 

inherent downsides of such a group were apparent. I wouldn’t recognize many of these women 

if they knocked me down; how could I gauge their reaction to this news? 

Maybe, I wasn’t the person to relay the news; it was a birthday list, not a general news 

list. But, that seemed like a dodge, and it was. It was obvious that I should be the messenger, 

even if [ had never met her. He wrote to me and it was clear that the information and response 

would go through my computer. 

Monika Hellwig gave guidance: 

...1t is clear that the discernment of the Christian vocation of women in 
our own times is a dynamic, progressive, contextually varied and quite difficult 

task. It requires in the first place a certain clarity about the basic Christian 
teaching, namely revelation, creation, sin and redemption, Christology and grace, 
Church and sacramentality and the hoped for outcomes of the redemptive history 
both for the world and for the individual. It is only in the context of these 
teachings and the large framework of interpretation of reality which they set that 
any vocational question can come into focus. But within that context the 
further determination must really be made on the basis of two questions: 
what are the needs of the community and what is the capacity of this 
individual or group to respond to those needs? Where the two intersect, the 
call of God is to be found. But this implies that a vocation is not a call issued  



once in a lifetime, leaving the rest blueprinted and dispensing of the need for 

further discernment. Rather it suggests that vocational choices are being made 
and must be continuously being made throughout one’s life. 

Monika Hellwig, Christian Women in a Troubled World, p. 31 

The two intersected. 

I wrote the group, as I would have, to ask for greetings for her birthday. This time, the 

request was a bit different. I asked the group to send greetings to her, albeit to her family on 

what would have been her fiftieth birthday, either by hand or by the computer “funeral book” at 

the funeral home. 

The woman responded magnificently. Notes of remembrance, cards, notes to her 

children were sent in unprecedented numbers. The computer “funeral book” was full of notes 

from our group. Some of the women traveled to her funeral and we had flowers placed at the 

Grotto at Notre Dame on her fiftieth birthday by a member of the group. Later, her husband 

wrote to me about how much these things meant to them, particularly to her parents and to her 

children. 

This was now more than a birthday list and I felt like more than a typist. It was a 

moment of grace, of transformation. I felt transformed, but into what? 

 



Chapter Two 

Theological Reflection on the Call 

While Hellwig’s definition provided guidance for the task at hand, the question remained: 

How do you know you have the capacity/call to respond to those needs? And, what is ministry? 

One could write for the ages about those two questions and still never reach a conclusion. 

However, Fr. Richard McBrien had proposed a working definition of ministry which is helpful. 

Here are his definitions: 

1. General/universal ministry is any service (which is the root meaning 
of the word ministry) rendered to another person or group of people who happen 
to be in need of that service. The call to ministry in this first sense is rooted in our 
common humanity. In other words, every human being is called to 
general/universal ministry. In this sense, ministry has nothing intrinsically to do 
with religion. Examples of this ministry include taking care of a single parent’s 
children, shopping for an elderly neighbor, demonstrating against nuclear 
weapons, or contributing to a fund for starving people. 

2. General/specific ministry is any special service rendered by people 
specifically called to serve others in the so-called helping professions and other 
service occupations such as nursing, social work, and legal aid. Their ministry is 
rooted not only in their humanity but also in a particular competence that is 
publicly certified or validated in one way or another, such as by licensing. 

3. Christian/universal ministry is any general service rendered to others 
in Christ and because of Christ. The call to ministry in this third sense is rooted in 
our baptism and confirmation. Accordingly every member of the Church is called 
to ministry in this sense. And, in fact, when Christians perform the services in 
general/universal ministry, their actions are Christian/universal if performed out 
of explicitly Christian motives. 

4. Christian/specific ministry is any general service rendered to others in 
Christ and because of Christ in the name of the Church and for the sake of helping  



the Church fulfill its mission. The call to ministry in this fourth and most specific 

sense 1s rooted in some form of act of designation by the Church itself. Thus, it is 

sometime called designated ministry. Relatively few members of the Church are 
called to ministry in this sense. 

A Christian who visits the sick on his or her own initiative is engaging in 

Christian/universal ministry. A Christian who visits the sick as part of a parish 
team that has been designated for this service is engaging in Christian/specific 
ministry. (Emphasis added) 

Richard P. McBrien, Ministry , p. 12 

McBrien’s categories provide much for our conversation, but first, we remember that 

they are just that: categories to enable intellectual discourse about ministry. They are not 

definitive, scriptural nor dispositive on the work of the Holy Spirit made present in our world. 

And, while McBrien is quick to note that all ministries are rooted in the Holy Spirit and the 

Church means Body of Christ, his categories ministry have limitations: 

1. There is no specific mention of the Holy Spirit. 

2. Ministry is validated/defined by third parties, sometimes temporal ones. 
3. There is no mention of those ministered to. 

4. Church is capitalized, implying a proper noun, a specific thing. 

With the use of a proper noun for Church, does McBrien imply that Christian/specific 

ministry is the prerogative of the institutional Church? One could assume “yes” after McBrien’s 

example: A Christian who visits the sick as part of a parish team that has been designated for 

this service is engaging in Christian/specific ministry. He uses parish team which is usually 

associated with the institutional church. Add that phrase to designated by the Church itself and 

the message could be that we are a “top down” Church, that is that fullness and legitimacy rest 

within the purview of human hierarchical action.  



The problems for women, anyone not “in the fold” and for the creative work of the Holy 

Spirit are obvious. Who designates? What constitutes designation? Does non-designation 

diminish the ministry? Do you need a title to do the job? 

As the institutional church struggles with empty seminaries, these question loom larger 

and larger. And, those of us non-designated people believe the Holy Spirit may have other ideas. 

Will it take empty altars to force renewal from the pew up? When will we accept that the Holy 

Spirit can work outside of the definitions/titles with which we are familiar? 

Whatever we were calling our birthday list, the work of it had a new significance for the 

women and for me. The effort was at least Christian/universal ministry and perhaps, while 

marking the death of another and participating in the rituals of her funeral, albeit electronically, 

could it be a Christian/specific ministry? 

Had these women designated me through their action to speak on behalf of them, the 

Body of Christ? 

This was an uneasy mantle to wear. It was undefined and emanating from the 

actions/relationships which had been established through a computer. It was frightening and 

yet, exhilarating. They appeared to trust me and I surely loved them, even if I had never met 

them. The designation came from their participation and assent. 

Ministry in the church is not a status or state but a service, a function 

within the “community of God” and therefore a “gift of the Holy Spirit” 

Edward Schillebeeckx, O.P., Ministry: Leadership in the Community of Jesus Christ, p.37 

And, gift it was. And, remains so.  



Beyond all the categories and definitions, the words “conduit” “connection” 
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“community” “companionship” “relationship” continue to swirl. It was not about me, but what 

my fingers and keyboard could facilitate. And, what was happening was more important than 

what we called it. 

 



Chapter Three 

The Project ~ Advent Reflections by Computer 

As Fall and Winter 2005 arrived, requests to expand the list arrived. The women 

requested a website, a celebration of our fifty-first year, more personal information than 

birthdays, expansion of the list for other purposes, another celebration of Eucharist. 

These sounded like great ideas, but because the women had given their initial information 

for just a birthday list, I made the decisions that it should remain just that: a birthday list with a 

beginning and an end. On December 31, 2005, I sent the last e-mail. The list remained true to 

its simple mission, but it had started a fire. 

That fire continued in early 2006, when a smaller group of women began talking of our 

upcoming 30™ Reunion in June 2007. Many women said they would attend; they were excited 

about seeing each other again and meeting the new people they had met on the list. We were 

making plans for parties, mementos, trinkets, all the external work. 

Was it time to time to inquire about internal work? Was I presumptuous to assume that I 

could ask that question? Our only other communal prayer was Eucharist in May 2005, a lovely 

event, but a set ritual, one in which we needed to obtain clergy from outside the group, and 

which only a small number of people could attend (although now, we could have done web- 

camera). 

We had one year before Reunion and two “preparation” times in the liturgical calendar 

available: Advent 2006 and Lent 2007. The women had asked for more and perhaps, we could 

make the leap to communal electronic prayer: an e-mail Advent reflection group, based upon the 
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liturgical year/readings and the contributions of the women. It would prepare us for Christmas 

and for seeing each other in June 2007. 

I surveyed a number of women on the list and each responded with overwhelming 

interest. I sent an e-mail to the group of 175 briefly describing the idea , the collaborative nature 

of the project and that they would contribute and I would edit. Over 60 women responded 

affirmatively within a week. 

This voluntary group of approximately sixty women, all aged 51 years, are some of the 

first women graduates of a formerly all male Catholic university, upper middle class with 

predominantly Roman Catholic backgrounds, from various states of the United States and some 

foreign countries, “movers and shakers”, wives and mothers. 

Many of the women, who appear to “have it all” were experiencing personal serious 

health concerns, deaths of parents, deaths of children, divorces and losses of every kind. The 

women are familiar and conversant in the themes of Advent. They are very interesting women, 

intelligent, well-read, bright, witty, thoughtful, pioneers, leaders, thinkers, critics. They are 

women at mid-life and transition reflecting upon their existence, its meaning, their connectedness 

and their further contribution to each other and the world. 

Working with them collaboratively would be enjoyable. 

I regularly requested submissions; some contributed poems, prayers, reflections, ideas 

which were as dynamic as the women who participated. 

This project was the first spiritual/ theological reflection and prayer designed and 

produced by this group. We were not participating in a universal liturgy with clergy, but creating  



our own communal prayer and addressing the uniqueness of this group. 

The primary goals: 

To create daily Advent e-mails which 

deepen the spiritual connection between the women 
deepen our Advent experience 

prepare our hearts for the Christmas event 
foster a welcoming community 

spiritually prepare us for reuniting in June 2007 H
o
p
e
 

The objectives in the e-mails were: 

personal/welcoming/inclusive 
address the life stories of the participants 

use life themes/Advent themes, e.g., light/darkness, mother/child 

use Scripture, familiar prayers 
use the contributions of the women 

beginning date and an end date for the project 
brief, powerful, messages 

attractive presentations 
theme 

lL 
2 
3. 
4. 

5. 
6. 
3. 
8. 

0. 

1. Personal 

The power of the project rested in how personal it could be. Religious websites, prayer 

groups abound on the Internet, but the participant is not known to other participants or the 

webmaster. The entire experience is veiled in anonymity. 

This project’s objective was to bring women together to pray, to reflect, to share with 

people who they know and trust. 

2. Address the life stories of the participants 

Listening was the key. What things are part of the daily lives of the participants? What 

things are troubling and in need of resolution, support and prayer? Finding the hearts of the  



participants was most important. 

3. Use life themes/Advent themes 

Preparation/Hope 

Light/Darkness 
Parent/Child 

Journey to Bethlehem 
Waiting/Patience 
Warmth/Cold 
Loss/Gain 

Joy/Sorrow 

These universal themes are not necessarily Christian, but can be woven with the story of 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph and the stories of the participants. 

4. Use Scripture, prayers of the Church, Lectionary 

There is a wealth: the readings for each day, the feast day of a particular saint, the office 

of the Church. Researching each of the days of Advent and developing a message for that 

particular day is the objective. 

3. Use the contributions of the women 

This would be the toughest challenge, to use every contribution submitted. Would I 

receive too many, not enough? Too long, too short? I asked each participant for editorial 

freedom, to use as much of or as little of each submission. This would enable me to weave 

themes, Scripture readings, stories. 

6. Beginning and end date for the project 

Never overstay your welcome. Anything too long diminishes the impact of the event. 

No one can stay intense forever, particularly the person composing substantive messages.  



Eventually, that person runs out of steam. 

7. Brief, powerful messages 

The message could only be the size of two e-mail windows, i.e., the reader would only 

have to scroll down one time. The message would “whet their whistle” for deeper reflection, 

more prayer. Long messages are deleted messages. 

8. Attractive presentation 

Color, graphics, font style, pictures, sound. Capturing all the senses is as important as the 

message. Would that we could do smell through the Internet! 

9. Theme 

A theme is important for structure. 

The theme is taken from the spoken prayer in the middle of the Our Father during Mass: 

Deliver us, Lord, from every evil and grant us peace in our day. 

In your mercy keep us free from sin and protect us from all anxiety 

As we wait in joyful hope for the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

We reminds us of community. 

es reminds us of the advents/preparations in our lives. 
Joyful reminds us of the ultimate victories. 

Hope springs from Erikson’s “trustworthy maternal persons”. 

Each week’s messages would center around one of the words, e.g., the first week of 

Advent centered around “we”, etc. Each e-mail would contain the words “We wait in joyful 

hope” at the bottom of the e-mail.  



The Timeline: 

We Wait in Joyful Hope 

Advent Spiritual Reflections for Women via e-mail 

Late Summer 2006 - 

- Surveyed women in the group for interest 
- Discussed the value of this idea 
- Theological reflection with Rev. Anne Dilenschneider, Ginger Bishop, Patty 

Klepper re: life challenges of the group, interests of entire group, whether 
the entire group shared the same faith assumptions 

Fall 2006 - 

- Invited all to join/contribute with themes of: 
Preparation/Hope 

Light/Darkness 
Parent/Child 

Journey to Bethlehem 
Waiting/Patience 
Warmth/Cold 

Loss/Gain 
Joy/Sorrow 

November 2006 - 

- Gathered readings, research on the internet for sites, pictures, etc. 

Each Day - 

First Sunday of Advent 2006 - Christmas Day 2006 

- Create daily e-mail using Lectionary readings of the day, Office of the Church, 
Daily feast day, contributions of the women, world events, life themes. 

- Send daily reflection/poem/prayer via e-mail from my computer. Each e-mail 
original, unique and has theme: We Wait in Joyful Hope. 

- See Appendix C — All the e-mail messages. 
- The e-mail messages could not be reproduced with their background colors, 

unfortunately. The color chosen was part of the message. Please look to the 
bottom left corner to see the background colored originally used. 
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January 2007 — 

- Final evaluation by planning stage group 

- Personal theological reflection completion. 

June 2007 - 

- Women meet at Reunion 2007 

 



Chapter Four 

Group Theological Reflections 

The preparation group theological reflections were a testament to the people involved, 

Rev. Anne Dilenschneider, Ginger Bishop and Patty Klepper, who knew many of the women, 

understood their needs and were themselves actively involved in some ministry, either in their 

parishes or other venues. Each of them has special gifts and strengths. Much of the 

conversation centered upon the method of the project, the substance of messages and the 

welcome that people would feel to submit something to share. 

Erikson’s “Eight Ages of Man” and his development process as the basis for gauging 

where the women were in their faith journey was helpful. The participants came together 

because we share the same age, similar youth experiences, similar roles in life, e.g., most of us 

are burying or taking care of our parents while rearing children. Many of us are fighting serious 

illnesses. Most of us work outside our homes and are frustrated with the stresses and strains of 

life. 

Additionally, Erikson has written that hope is the first and necessary virtue which was 

helpful in forming the theme of “We Wait in Joyful Hope”. He says, “the rudiments of hope rely 

on the new being’s first encounter with trustworthy maternal persons who respond to his reach 

for intake....” Perhaps, the participants can be “the trustworthy maternal persons who respond” 

to each other’s reach during this time of transition into mature women.  



Beginning with the participants and their developmental processes, the project would 

compare the life experiences of the participants to the Christian story. How do our lives pattern 

the life of Jesus? Of his Mother? What do their lives say about ours? What do our lives say 

about the world at large? 

Just as the flesh of Jesus became the basic sacrament of God’s love, so our 
flesh can serve as a fundamental sign that the reign of God is not an illusion but a 
present, powerful reality. 

Denise Lardner Carmody, An Ideal Church: A Meditation, p. 23 

Interestingly, the goal of brief, powerful messages put almost all of the content in the 

hands of the editor: me. So, no matter the submission from the participants, significant editing 

was necessary to accomplish all the goals and objectives. 

The implementation stage group consisted of Karen Wanders, an artist and graphic artist 

because she could critique the presentation of the message. She is also a youth minister and 

conversant in Scripture, so she was a perfect combination of talents to assist those late night 

creations. She and I reflected whether what was being presented supported the theme, how 

effectively it supported the theme and any changes which should be made. 

Group reflections: See Appendices B & D 

The group reflections and contributions are combined in Appendix B. 

The evaluations and post-group reflections are combined in Appendix D.  



Chapter Five 

Evaluation of Project 

The specific criteria for evaluation were: 

1. Number of women who participated in Advent project. 
Sixty women (60) out of the original group of 179 women participated or 
One-third of the original birthday group. 

2. Number of unsolicited positive responses. 

Twenty-seven (27), almost a 50% positive response 
See: Appendix D 

3. The number of women who attend Reunion 2007 

App. 110 (some attended but did not register) 

4. Number of women who joined the birthday list after Reunion 2007 
Thirteen (13) 

5. See: Epilogue, Appendices D and E 

 



Chapter Six 

The Nuts of Bolts of Computer Projects 

Computers are part of life and every faith community, for record keeping and 

increasingly, for spiritual projects. 

Reflections: 

~ Computers deliver the message; they are not the message. If your message is not there, the 
computer will not transform it. 

~ Computers increase your ability to reach people, and increase the numbers of people you can 
reach. 

~ Computers cannot replace human contact, but can enhance it. 

~ Computers can decrease your workload when your message is merely informational. 

~ Computers can increase your workload if your message is substantive, original and/or 
personal. See below: time. 

~ Computers doe not have your information. YOU have to put it in the computer. 

~ Before you organize any group, computer or not, answer this question: 
What does this group share? 
Think hard, dig deep, hone it down. What that group shares is the base from which you 
start. That is “the truth” of that group and all messages, informational or substantive, 
revolve around “the truth”. 

Some suggestions: 

~ Good computer/system 

Get good equipment and fast internet service. Consider the computer as a beautiful 
vestments or a good instruments for liturgical music. It is enhancing the faith life of others. 

~ Excellent computer skills  



Excellent typing skills, organization skills and internet research skills are necessary. If 
you are worried, a class in both would boost confidence and introduce graphics, music, ideas 
which are available online. 

~ Time 

Time is needed for a good project, usually in the set-up of the first project. 

Set up: 

a) people gathering/inviting 
b) system organizing 
c) information gathering 

d) information entry into computer 

Daily: 

a) fulfill objectives of project 

The Birthday List 

Set up - 4 hours 
Daily - 30 minutes 

Checked list for birthdays, designed e-mail to group and sent 

The Advent Project 

Set up - 1 hour 

Daily - 2 hours 
Read and reflected upon the Lectionary for the next day/week, Office of 
the Church, researched the saint for the day and their life, searched for 
graphics pertinent to the theme, edited material sent by participants, 
designed and redesigned the e-mail, inquired of others and sent. 

Why the time differential between the two projects? 

The Birthday list was informational. I gathered names, e-mail addresses and birthdates, 

packaged that information and daily, released specific information to the whole group. 
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The Advent project was substantive not informational. It had to mean something deep, 

profound every day. It was similar to writing a great sermon for Mass every day. 

If you continue a project with the same group over a prolonged period of time, then the 

time expended by you will increase over the period of the project. Why? Because you cannot 

think of that many new things! 

The Advent project and its method can be used for other groups in faith communities: 

Confirmation Classes: 

Goal 1s substance. 

Kids love all things electronic: computers, power point presentations and text messages. 

This Advent project in Chapter Three could be easily performed by any middle school/high 

school student, e.g., assign each student in the class the preparation of an e-mail message for a 

particular week during the year. 

. Advent/Lent reflections by e-mail 

. One student/team perform the steps to prepare the message: Read Lectionary readings 
for that week, the saints for those days, ideas from the school year. See: Chapter 
Three 

. Student/team sends that message to the others students in group. 

. Students critique/discuss the message, content, graphics at next class. 

b) Text messages 

1. Form pairs 
2. Each week, one member of each pair picks a Scripture quote from one of the 

Sunday readings and texts it to the other member.  



3. Receiving student must read the Sunday readings and send the Scripture 
citation back to the original sender 

4. Pick one pair at each class at random to report on their quote. 

Parish Life ~ New Babies 

Goal is connectedness/informational. 

Parents of babies often feel disconnected from parish life. One or both of them may work 

outside their home. They are too exhausted to connect with anyone. The primary care taker may 

feel isolated at home 

. At baptism prep, ask families of newly baptized for their e-mail. 

2. Ask if they would like to receive a weekly/monthly e-mail. 

. Group families according when baby is baptized following school calendar, i.e. 
September to September. 

. Send list of names/info of each family to other families. 

(You now have a listing of your potential kindergarten class in five years! Your school 
principal will love you.) 

5. Send an e-mail greeting each week/month keeping them connected to the parish. 

6. Find a “parent-leader” in the group who could organize gatherings, play dates, and 
perhaps, assume responsibility for e-mails. 

7. Group disbands when children register for kindergarten - CCD begins. 
8. Perhaps, have confirmation class prepare spiritual message as a project. 
9. Not an interactive project; no expectation of feedback from young family. 

Reaching out in the young family situation is the goal. The content of the message is not 

nearly important as the fact that it is sent. Connecting and continuing to connect is important to 

maintaining parish, participation in liturgy, etc. 

Managing these many groups may require a full time staff person; however, when 

organized, perhaps volunteers could assume responsibility for certain groups. 
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Other Electronics 

Streaming Video 

Sunday Mass 

Parish Council meetings 

Young parents and the elderly would appreciate Mass from their own parish. 

Pod-casts 

Many faith communities now offer the Sunday sermon/liturgy by podcasts so that people 
remain connected all over the world. 

Do your homework! Before you go to a conference about computers requiring a fee, 

travel, etc., search for the websites of the parishes near you. If you do not know how to do that, 

ask a bright 12 year old help you; children are not afraid of computers and can find information. 

See what programs they are offering by computers. Have the 13 year old show you what 

is on their website. Call that parish. Start small and easy. 

And, good luck! Nothing can replace your heart and care. 

 



Chapter Seven 

Theological Reflections on the Project 

Some reflections: 

Real community begins with a defining physical experience shared by all members of the 

group. Because we are spiritual and physical beings, community is not just intellectual; it is 

visceral. It is connectedness to each other through our senses and physical being. 

What does this mean in practical terms? 

~ The women in the Birthday List/Advent Project all shared four years in the same 
geographic location; they visited the same buildings, places, events. They may not have known 
each other, but the events of their lives are identical. 

~ People who have military experience share the same dress, location, method of living, 
chain of command. 

~ Parents of new babies share the experience of parenthood and baptizing their child in 
the same place. 

~ Students in the MAPT program experience the cicadas, Immaculate Conception church, 
Mother Guerin’s grave and the trees lining the avenue. 

It is not necessary that the physical experience be shared at the same time, but the 

experience must be transforming or defining. 

This is a human response but also a Catholic response. 

Catholicism is essentially an experience. It is the human experience 
informed and understood metaphorically by the experiences of others, stretching 
back two thousand years and beyond, and by the rich and diverse pattern of 
stories and symbols, practices and ideas, that interpret and hand on those 
experiences. It is the experience of God, the immense mystery that is both source 
and continuing context of everything that exists... 

Robert A. Ludwig, Reconstructing Catholicism, p. 59 
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This is why our parents encouraged us to attend funerals, wakes, prepare food for the ill, 

visit the sick. They understood that life experiences, while personal to us, are not new, nor 

original, but part of a larger creation and that participating with others in their experiences brings 

you closer to them and closer to the meaning of creation. 

Jesus Himself reminded us of the importance of physical experiences in bringing us 

closer to each other and closer to Him... 

To feed the hungry; 

To give drink to the thirsty; 

To clothe the naked; 

To harbour the harbourless; 

To visit the sick; 

To ransom the captive; 

To bury the dead. 

From Matthew 25: 31-46 

And, Aquinas gifted us with his thought that grace builds upon nature, that grace 

presupposes nature, that God does not eradicate our humanity in offering us his grace; rather 

grace works within our nature to heal, to perfect and to elevate us. 

The birthday list, its creation and transformation, was built upon nature: The creation 

was the result of comforting a friend who had lost her mother and the transformation was the 

result of the death of a member of the group. The reality of death, the questions surrounding it, 
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moved us into deeper community with each other, to comfort, question, console. It followed a 

pattern articulated by Rev. Patrick Brennan and recorded by Professor Robert Ludwig: 

Evangelization begins with listening to people - hearing their stories, their needs, their 
woundedness. “Once people have their woundedness and their needs listened to, they discover a 
deeper need: the need for meaning”. 

Evangelization moves on to a process of conversion and reconversion, which involves 

persons in the “the cry for more” and “the cry for help”. The cry for more is the cry for God. 
The cry for help: “I need people, I need family, community relationship. I can’t go it alone.” 

The cycle of evangelization cries out for a liturgy and as assembly that provide the 
culture for conversion and reconversion and for a clear proclamation of the message. 

Finally, there comes the moment of connectedness or communion. “Genuine 
community, not what Scott Peck call pseudo-community. Something more intense. 

Rev. Patrick Brennan as recorded by Professor Robert Ludwig 

Reconstructing Catholicism, p. 15 
  

 



Epilogue 

Dear Reader, 

Thank you for reading/listening to this story, a story in which ministry developed slowly 

through relationship and trust and then, grace built upon nature. 

This was supposed to be the end of the story, but things have a ripple effect. 

~ A birthday list member works for the Admissions Office of the University. She asked 
me to help with the college fairs in Chicago and finally, to be the coordinator of all the college 
fairs for Notre Dame in Chicago. It is a time consuming job, but rewarding. We did not know 
each other at Notre Dame. 

~ Women from other classes e-mailed and asked how to set up a birthday list for their 
class. 

~ Another list member suggested me as one of the leaders of Notre Dame’s university- 
wide women’s initiative. Our efforts were so successful that the effort has grown to Washington, 
DC. 

And, how did Reunion 2007 go? Amazing. See Appendix E 

The University announced that it was awarding its Sorin Award to me at Reunion for 

service; the first Sorin Award recipient was Fr. Theodore M. Hesburgh. So, on Saturday evening 

of Reunion, before 4000 people, my 91 year old father and whole family watched as the Award 

was presented. An overwhelming moment. See Appendix F 

And, the women of our birthday list and project gifted me with a poster signed by each 

of them. Hard to receive that much love. 

Now you’re thinking, “Oh, that’s really nice, Sheila. A big happy ending for you and I'm 

still trying to figure out what to do for my pastoral project. I’m stuck, overwhelmed, exhausted  



and scared. Your story sounds great, for you, but you’re finished and I’m still back here, 

wondering if I’ll make it through all of this.” 

Here’s something wonderful: 

What are we to do? I think we already know. What did Jesus tell us to 
do? Feed the hungry, assuage another’s thirst, welcome the stranger, visit the 
sick. The real question is, then, how and when will we do the things we know 
need to be done? 

We begin with an assessment. Identify who is suffering and what they are 
suffering from. Who around you is hungry? What is that person hungering for? 
Is the person or family in need of food? That you can do something about, either 

through a local food bank or directly, door to door. Help one child go to bed at 
night without an empty stomach. Do this. Just do it. That child, like so many 

others, is living in our own neighborhood and we don’t even know it. Find out 
about it, be better informed and everything else will follow. 

Start locally and bring to it a wider, more global perspective. Begin with 
basic physical needs, but do not ignore the others. There are those who hunger 
for compassion or for companionship, for someone to tell their story to, who will 
listen to them and ultimately accept them. There is so much we can do in 

memory of Jesus when we call upon his Spirit to come and accompany us. Gather 
your family, call on some friends, reflect on this together. Share some food, and 
there you are, celebrating small “e” eucharist. 

Miriam Therese Winter, eucharist with a small “e”, pp. 136- 137 

And, if you're still in need, please call me. 312-793-5431. We’ll have lunch and 
somehow, things will happen. 

Deo gratias 
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Subj: ND Mass-Log Chapel-May 22nd 
Date: 5/25/2005 9:17:55 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: SObrien368 

To: SObrien368 

Mass at Notre Dame 
” ¢ . fr 

- a celebration of fifty years 
f / 

- a remembrance of frie 

Sunday, May 22, 2005 
the anniversary of our graduation 

Noon, Log Chapel 
vi 

™ 

x . 
2 5 rr A 

Ral } * 
We he 

; * 
1 ¥ 

parking in Lyons Court, Lot All 

~-lunch plans open- 

overnight rooms available in Welsh Family Hall 
contact: Candy Carson '77 candace.c.carson.23@nd.edu 

Gracious and loving God, 
we thank You for the blessings of Your creation 

and Your presence awiong us morning, noon, and night. 
We thank You, too, for the blessings of our families, 
through whose love we have known Your abiding support. 

Today), we thank You for Notre Dame, our mother, 

who daily nurtures us in love 
and sustains us as her daughters. 

She has enriched us with the gift of sisters 
who accompany us as we grow in love — 
m heart and wind, m soul and strength. 

In this hour, 

Thursday, July 26, 2007 America Online: SObrien368  
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we especially remember our faithful sisters 
Katherine McRae Baker - Bowi Burton - Margy Terese Eisch 

Anne Foley - Terry Gwynn - Judith Arenson Lackner 
Mary Gumble Levy - Holly McSorley - Dora Menchaca 

Andrea Ransom and Elizabeth Storey. 

We thank You for the gift of their [ives 
and the joy of their presence among us. 
We now trust them to Your eternal care. 

We also trust our [ives, [ike theirs, nto your hands, 
and our souls into Your keeping. 
We pray that we, too, 

may live [ives of courage and love 
until that glorious day 
when we weet again as sisters, 
face to face, in our eternal howe. 
Amen. 

— Rew. Dr. Anne Dilenschueider 77 
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Subj: Mass May 22 
Date: 5/21/2005 2:00:46 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: pklepper@yaho m ; 
To: sobrien368@a n 

Dear Sheila, 

Just a final note as to tomorrow's Mass. We have an unexpected delight; Ginger's boys will be assisting, having 
received phone coaching tips from Candy Carson. The family will be spending the night in Welsh Fam. 

Here's also a list of people who may attend, which is always in flux and no guarantee it's comprehensive: 

Ginger McGowan Bishop, husband Dan '77 & boys 
Candy Carson 
Elaine Cerny 
Kathy Robinson Coleman '78 (friend of deceased classmate) 
Darlene Palma Connelly 
Eileen O'Grady Daday 
Karen Daneu 
Debbie Ellsworth 
Alisa Hardiman Fisher 
Peggy Hester Goralski 
Debra Grady 
Donna Hinton 
Ellen Myler 
Janet Carney O'Brien 
S. Jane Pitz 
Karen Sikorski 

And of course, Jim. 

| have Anne's prayer out and ready. Solemnity and thankfulness gather. 
The Holy Spirit unites us in Christ, the son of the one eternal, loving God. 

Blessings on you. 

p. 

PS Was impressed this week with Judge Lefkow's testimony before Senate Judiciary Committee, also as to how 
her presence there links to both you and Carolyn Short. 

  

Do You Yahoo!? 
Tired of spam? Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 
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ND Women 77/Mass-May 22nd 
5/23/2005 1:40:27 PM Central Daylight Time 
SObrien368 
darlenem27 @hotmail.com, afisher@nd.edu, kakmona@hotmail.com, mmccarthy@wrigley.com, 
Susanfran11, m3d@megalink.net, poloeast@msn.com, pklepper@yahoo.com 
kwanders@adelphia. net, Eodaday, virginia. bishop@comcast. net, jcobrien2@comecast. net, 
Elaine.Cerny@indiana-ins.com, bdellsworth@sbcglobal.net, larusso@JonesDay.com, 
Carolyn_Short@judiciary-rep.senate.gov, susan@MMRVT.COM, maloney@gtu.edu, 
Patterson@usmpagency.com, jpontempo2x@earthlink.net, GBUSH@hersheytrust.com, 

sohearnbrennan@galileo.com, brydieragan@hotmail.com, Kmbhowell, CLatroni@lhup.edu, 
LGirou3, marian_sullivan@hotmail.com, AMoriarty @ameripath.com, RENaylor@wispertel.net, 
mhayes@batescarey.com, mbkelly77 @hotmail.com, sphillips@roverusa.com, 
DebraDEBRAGRADY, mmtrharris@earthlink.net, sue.augustus@csh.org, dimgormley@qwest.net, 
JBlow44900, Kathy_Graham@notes.ntrs.com, ACooke@imf.org, LIb454@yahoo.com, OJAYNE, 
ppm.sam@cox.net, marymcg@speakeasy.net, momomcg@insightbb.com, msample@att.net, 
mwbrown2000@yahoo.com, bzmomdlife@astound.net, cathleenbrownell@alumni.nd.edu, 
SObrien368, pat@woodside.uk.com., mshutters@wi.rr.com, Chg111, goralski@comneti.com, 
jblanck@kl.com, abelson@uiuc.edu, janenb@kc.rr.com, boy-con@comcast.net, ; 
kbeenen@comcast.net, erutt@law.uconn.edu, wedazoo@cableone.net, DomerGal77, 
ssullivanjd@comcast.net, DMcgraw@ucsd.edu, jmiller@anmm.gov.au, EllenMyler, JKLanduyt, 
moiras@cerebratemarketing.com, jsnoble@cox.net, Bevashenden, 
candace.donohoe@verizon.com, karasfamily@att.net, robinfranciscovich@hotmail.com, 
Mspalmetto42, JDZahren, Msacrowley, kdaneu@cox.net, leadwithsoul@mac.com, 

marytcurtin@yahoo.com, bcevatt@san.rr.com, Donna. Hinton@quixtar.com, cjrpillai@juno.com, 
kidler4, hurtj72@hotmail.com, DEFOORJ, KarenSikorski@alumni.nd.edu, 
kandrews@mailbmc.com, frankovelgiac@leaders.ccl.org, e.hughes-cromwick@comcast.net, 
MJHND77, pculhane@ioy.org, thfitz@msn.com, dana.nahlen@eds.com, 

mkimovecgrutsch@yahoo. com, Irisimosej, kluwho@hotmail.com, msgates@sbcglobal. net, 
candace.c.carson.23@nd.edu, jcmc@wowway.com, csimmons@dalycity.org, 
coachkdv23@comecast.net, Jaraabe, Laura 9753, Joannetand, teravid@yahoo.com, 
laura.b.campbell@verizon.net, cparseghian@parseghian.org, vmzurblis@yahoo.com, 
Rmartino@harrisalternatives.com, plasonde@superonline.com, Sswanf, 
mary.spalding.burns@comcast.net, judyd20@hotmail.com, charroun@yahoo.com, 
emurphy@cmbarchitects.com, robin.jenkins@neinet.net, Maureen_Griffin@instylemag.com, 
BUSHMKK, mgillespie@cmpbglaw.com, rannbeck@hotmail.com, edrcpapc@cox.net, Janepitz, 
john_miriam_jones@mail.msj.edu, jlenz@nd.edu, james. k foster.34@nd.edu 

With thawks.. 
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...It was beautiful and sad. Yes, some of us had tears. The McRae parents were there as well as Arenson brother, sister & 
brother in law, parents and lots of children. Some husbands and children came with our classmates, too.... 

...It was so nice.... Every seat in the Log Chapel was taken. I would say that there were 10-15 women from our class there, 
plus some family members. There were also family members of one of the women from our class who had died. The music 
and liturgy were lovely. After mass, we took the flowers to the Grotto and some went out to lunch.... 

...Jim Foster was perfect as celebrant. He spoke not of the mystery of the Trinity but of the reality of the loves of our lives 
being the manifestation of love of God. He had gone through some of his stuff and found the Observer from senior week 
and a column by Griff which he copied and made available. Candy had gotten flowers, a beautiful bouquet with one 
white rose for each woman who had died and we took them to the grotto leaving them at the stone we dedicated some 
years back. It began to pour when we were at the grotto so everyone scattered but we met at the Pancake House after for 
more conversation. 
I was grateful to be there, grateful for life and lives, and for wonderful memories dredged up because of the event. 

...Fr. Jim then asked us all to recite the prayer composed by Anne Dilenschneider, which we did together. The prayers and 
petitions, wonderfully read by Darlene Palma, included prayers for our religious leaders, our country, our families, our 
sisters and our selves, for the healing in mind and body of our sister classmates who are not well, and, again , she read 
aloud in a great and solemn stillness, the names of our departed sister. At this point, Fr. Jim asked for a moment of 
silence. You 
could have heard a pin drop. For myself, I truly felt the presence of these women in the Chapel, and prayed for them and 
their loved ones.... 

All the pictures, recountings, e-mails from families and people attending and thanks to be sent as an 
attachment in the future. 

Gracious and by Goo, 

we thank You for the blessings of Your creation 
and Your presevce awiong us morning, noow, and night. 
We thank You, too, for the blessings of our families, 
through whose love we have known Your abiding support. 

Today), we thank You for Notre Dawe, our mother, 

who daily nurtures us in love 
and sustains us as her daughters. 

she has enriched us with the gift of sisters 

who accompany us as we grow in love — 
in heart and wind, in soul and strength. 

In this hou, 

we especially remember our faithful sisters 

Katherine McRae Baker - Boni Burton - Margy Terese Eisch 
Anne Foley - Terry Gwynn - Judith Arenson Lackner 

Mary Gumble Levy - Holly McSorley - Dova Menchaca 

Andrea Ransom and Elizabeth Storey. 

We thank You for the gift of their [ives 
and the joy of their presence among us. 
We now trust them to Your eternal care. 
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We also trust our [ives, [ike theirs, into your hands, 
and our souls into Your keeping. 

We pray that we, too, 

way [ive [ives of courage and love 
until that glorious day 
when we weet again as sisters, 
face to face, in our eternal howe. 
Amen. 

— Rew. Dr. Anne Dilenschneider 77 
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Advent 
12/11/2006 10:06:40 PM Central Daylight Time 

To: : brien2B62@ ant rom 

S, 

The Advent reflections are so lovely. Thank you. 

| was reminded recently of a song | sang in Jr. High School choir...public school yet we sang religious songs. 
How times have changed. Lyrics copied below, if you think you can use them. It's a bit simple, yet the final two 
stanzas are wonderful. 

And if you do use it, please, please no mention of my name. 

love, 

P. 

How far is it to Bethlehem? 
Words: Frances Chesterton 

How far is it to Bethlehem? 

Not very far. 
Shall we find the stable-room 

Lit by a star? 

Can we see the little Child? 
Is He within? 

If we lift the wooden latch, 

May we go in? 

May we stroke the creatures there — 
Ox, ass, or sheep? 

May we peep like them and see 
Jesus asleep? 

If we touch His tiny hand, 
Will He awake? 

Will He know we've come so far 

Just for His sake? 

Great kings have precious gifts, 
And we have naught; 

Little smiles and little tears 
Are all we brought. 

For all weary children 
Mary must weep; 
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Here, on His bed of straw, 
Sleep, children, sleep. 

God, in His mother's arms, 
Babes in the byre, 

Sleep, as they sleep who find 
Their heart's desire. 

Want to start your own business? Learn how on 
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Subj: FW: Coffee Cups 
Date: 12/11/2006 6:11:39 PM Central Daylight Time 
Prom: . Cf i@lhup.edu 
To: S( aol.com 

hope you can use this- 
it is so true- 
happy holidays, 
Carol 

COFFEE CUPS 

A group of alumni, highly established in their careers, got 
together to visit their old university professor. Conversation 
soon turned into complaints about stress in work and life. 
Offering his guests coffee, the professor went to the kitchen 
and returned with a large pot of coffee and an assortment of cups * 
porcelain, plastic, glass, crystal, some plain looking, 

some expensive, some exquisite - telling them to help themselves 
to the coffee. When all the students had a cup of coffee in hand, 

the professor said: 

"If you noticed, all the nice looking expensive cups were taken up, 

leaving behind the plain and cheap ones. While it is normal for you 
to want only the best for yourselves, that is the source of your 
problems and stress. 

Be assured that the cup itself adds no quality to the coffee. In 
most cases it is just more expensive and in some cases even 
hides what we drink. What all of you really wanted was coffee, not 
the cup, but you consciously went for the best cups... And then you 
began eying each other's cups. Now consider this: Life is the coffee; 
the jobs, money and position in society are the cups. They are just 
tools to hold and contain Life, and the type of cup we have does not 

define, nor change the quality of Life we live. 

Sometimes, by concentrating only on the cup, we fail to enjoy the 
coffee God has provided us." God brews the coffee, not the cups 
Enjoy your coffee! "The happiest people don't have the best of 
everything. 
They just make the best of everything." 

Live simply. 
Love generously. 
Care deeply. 
Speak kindly. 
Leave the rest to God. 
You are the miracle, my friend, 
Your life either shines a light - or casts a shadow. 

Have a wonderful day !! 
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Subj An Advent Feeling 
~ Date: 12/8/2006 11:48:27 AM Central Daylight Time 

From: janenb or com 
To: S Obri ien368@aol.com 

Since cancer invaded my body, 
Fear often invades my spirit. 

Sheila — |, and other friends with whom | am sharing the ND woman's 
daily Advent prayers, are so enjoying the same. In fact, they have 
inspired me to write the following. | don’t know if it’s too late to share 
with the group, but | at least wanted to share it with you...one of the 
friends who have literally blanketed me with support and love. 
Christmas hugs, Jane 

Since cancer invaded my body, 
Fear often invades my spirit. 

Since the death of my parents, 
Loneliness often invades my soul. 

Since cancer invaded my body, 
| have been blanketed in the love and support of friends. 

Since the death of my parents, 
| have been energized by the kindness and sirength of extended 
family. 

With hardship, comes the vision to see the good around us. 
When there is pain, God provides. 
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Re: ND Women '77 ~ Advent 
12/7/2006 7:38:39 PM Central Daylight Time 

Hey, Sheila! These are wonderful. Where do you find the time? I wanted to see what submissions looked 
like before sending one along, although I can’t say that my entry truly follows them. Feel free to edit. I love 
you, Dar 

God is not finished with me, yet. I am reminded of that fact each day when I awake and the anticipation of 
what will happen next fills me with great hope. Another day to listen, love, laugh, and learn. My soul 
proclaims the goodness of the Lord. Be it done unto us according to His will. 
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Breath of Heaven 
12/5/2006 11:25:44 AM Central Daylight Time 

Ni = i 

The following song, written by a dear friend, has helped to “Hold me together” over the last decade. May we all 
feel the the “Breath of Heaven” in our lives this Christmas season. Cindy Parseghian 

Breath of Heaven by Amy Grant 

I have traveled many moonliess nights. 
Cold and weary with a babe inside, 
And 1 wonder what I've done. 
Holy father you have come, 
And chosen me now to carry your son. 

I am waiting in a silent prayer 
I am frightened by the load I bear. 
In a world as cold as stone, 
Must I walk this path alone? 
Be with me now. 
Be with me now 

Breath of heaven. 

Hold me together. 
Be forever near me, 
Breath of heaven. 
Breath of heaven. 
Lighten my darkness. 
Pour over me your holiness, 

For you are holy. 
Breath of heaven. 

Do you wonder as you watch my face, 
a wiser one should have had my place, 

But I offer all | am 
For the mercy of your plan. 
Help me be strong. 
Help me be. 
Help me. 

Breath of heaven, 
Hold me together, 

Be forever near me. 
Breath of heaven. 
Breath of heaven, 
Lighten my darkness. 
Pour over me your holiness, 

For you are holy 

Breath of heaven, 

Hold me together, 

Be forever near me. 

Breath of heaven. 
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Breath of heaven. 
Lighten my darkness. 
Pour over me your holiness. 
For you are holy. 
Breath of heaven. 
Breath of heaven. 
Breath of heaven. 

  

15 8h 2006 
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Subj: advent relfection 
Date: 11/30/2006 8:19:37 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: kwanders@adelphia.net : 

DYNO IN 

To: SObrien368@aol.com 

Sheila, 

| put this up on our church website for lent, thought it was a good beginning for any Advent prayer. There 
is also a weekly reflection at the end to go along with the weekly lighting of the candle in the advent 
wreath. : 

How are you all doing? Are you starting to get into the rush of December yet? Thinking about you all... 

| just can't wrap my head around this season this year...missing Mom like crazy, I'm dreaming about her 
every night this week, very sad dreams...I know, it's normal, but it really stinks! 

Love you, 
K 

PRAYING THE OUR FATHER DURING ADVENT 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace—hallowed be your name. 

Christ our Lord, you descended to earth, to a lowly manger to bring all nations under your rule and draw us into 
your holy and perfect presence. : 

We bow at your manger in awe of your might. 
Immanuel, God with us—haliowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

May we prepare a way for your kingdom 
Wherever there is violence and hatred 
Wherever there is oppression and injustice 
Wherever there is quarreling and alienation. 

May we prepare a way for your kingdom of peace 

Where the wolf will live with the lamb and the leopard will lie down with the kid. 

Give us today, our daily bread. 

Bread of life, feed us with your truth. 

In a season of greed and selfish desires may we see that we are sustained only by your providence. 
May our eagerness to open our gifts pale in comparison to our joy in receiving the gift of the Savior. 
May our discontent disappear as we approach the day of your coming. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lord God, our lives are filled with sin. 
We need a Savior to come to us. 
For our worry and scurrying this Advent season, forgive us. 

For the way we make this a season of shopping rather than waiting, forgive us. 
For the security and comfort we seek from sources other than you, forgive us. 
For our indifference to the wonder of your coming, forgive us. 

Come to us, Savior of the world. 
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Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

Protect us from the constant dangers and enticing temptations we face each day. 
Deliver us from the oppressive evils of apathy, addiction, and abuse. 

Strengthen our church when it faces persecution for announcing the coming of your kingdom. 

Comfort all who are sulering in their hearts or in their bodies; give them health and peace to sing of your power. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever 

Word who became flesh and lived among us we have seen your glory, full of grace and truth. 

You come fo us now, and you will come again in glory. when we will join all heaven and earth in giving you 
lessing and honor and glory and might forever! 

Until that glorious day, we praise you for becoming one of us, and we long for your glory to be fully revealed. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 03, 2006 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS NEAR (PEACE) 

Lord, we wait with eager expectation for the coming of your kingdom when the humble will 
be exalted and the hungry fed. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done. 

Lord, we prepare for your advent with searching minds and contrite hearts, trusting in your 
healing spirit and redemptive love. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done. 

See! The ruler of the earth shall come, the Lord who will take from us the heavy burden of our exile 
The Lord will come soon, will not delay. 

The Lord will make the darkest places bright. 

We must capture that urgency today in the small flame of our candle. We light the candle because we 
know that the coming of Christ is tied to our building of the kingdom. Lighting the flame, feeding the 
hungry, comforting the sick, reconciling the divided, praying for the repentant, greeting the lonely and 
forgotten — doing all these works hastens his coming. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 10, 2006 
SPEAK THE HOPE 

(HOPE) 

Lord, we wait with eager expectation for the coming of your kingdom when the humble will 
be exalted and the hungry fed. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done. 
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Lord, we prepare for your advent with searching minds and contrite hearts, trusting in your 
healing spirit and redemptive love. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done. 

Rise up, Jerusalem, stand on the heights, and see the joy that is coming to you from God. 

Accept Jesus Christ as your leader, and heed his great commandment to accept one another! Like 
Christ, become one another’s servants! Then you will be working toward the realization of that seemingly 
impossible dream of Isaiah and Jesus: a society where “the wolf is a guest of the lamb”. 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 17, 2006 
MY SPIRIT REJOICES 

(JOY) 

Lord, we proclaim sight to the blind and liberty to the oppressed, trusting in your tender 
mercy and passion for justice. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done. 

Lord, we work with you to proclaim your truth, challenging the mighty and raising the meek. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done. 

The desert will bloom with abundant flowers and rejoice with joyful song. Rejoice in the Lord 
always! Shout for joy, O daughter Zion! 

Some people think that religion must always be very serious, even somber. Today’s readings are a 
reminder that true religion should be joyful. In the New American Bible the single word “joy” appears 219 
times; while the words “sad”, “sadden”, “saddens”, “sadly”, and “sadness” occur only a total of 24 
times. The Catholic Church celebrates two “Joy” Sundays; the third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete, Latin 
for “Rejoice”) and the fourth Sunday of Lent (Laetare, another Latin word for “Rejoice”.}) We are supposed 
to be somewhat sad during Advent, but we cannot help but be filled with joy because we know how the 
story ends, with the Nativity. 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 24, 2006 
LOVE IS COMING 

(LOVE) 

Lord, we wrestle with our hopes and our fears, our struggles and our joys, laboring with 
creation to come to new birth. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, for He has visited and brought redemption to His people. 

As soon as Jesus was born, visitors began to come. First it was the shepherds. Then the wise men. 
Then Simeon and Anna. Then even the soldiers of Herod were sent to find him. Together these visitors 
represent the people of every nation coming by every possible path and conveyance to see Christ. 
These words of Zechariah’s Canticle, cited above, remind us that it is impossible to contain God in 
heaven. Through Jesus, he “visited” and “brought redemption” to us. He continues through Jesus and 
through us to dwell in our world today. When people look at us, do they think of Jesus? 
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Re: Exclusively for the Women of ND 1977 
11/30/2006 6:11:12 PM Central Daylight Time 

1 Imray PIN FS 
WEIRD Hg } 

2yanoo.com 
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chrian 36 farsi Om sobriens oat. Cl ym 

Hi Bonita, 

So good to hear from youl! 

What we affectionately refer to as the Birthday Group is that group of women classmates who sent b'day wishes 
to each in celebration of our 50th birthdays. Sheila O'Brien is the dedicated soul behind that group. Although we 
didn't continue it past our 50th birthdays, Sheila is planning Advent reflections as her next project for the group. 
She also sends out occasional cheer, good news, and always lots of love. 

By copy of this email | am introducing you to Sheila, with the request that she add you to her list. 

Bonita, please let Sheila know if you'd like to receive the Advent reflection emails. 

I'm simply the current class secretary. You can write to me anytime, too. Think communications and information, 
basically. | prepare the Class Notes in ND Mag and | send out the broadcast emails, whether to the Class as a 
whole or just the women, such as below. 

Welcome, welcome! 

Pat 

Bonita Bradshaw <bonitabibi2000@yahoo.com> wrote: 

Hi, 
I'm Bonita Louise Bradshaw and | was one of 12 black women who entered in 1973. Only 10 ended as 

ND77 women. | would like to become involved in your ventures (birthday club, writing about my 
experiences, etc). Can you breakdown who is in charge fo what and which email to use. | am currently a 
freelance artist, owner of my own silkscreening company and am a high school administrator. My 
experiences at ND were, to say the least, "unique" and now that the years have past | would love to 
share and join in with the ND77 women. 

ND77 Women's Reunion Committee <pklepper@yahoo.com> wrote: 

Dear Classmates, 

i 
] A small but dedicated group of your female classmates has been working on something special 
for the women of our Class: A memento of our unique place in Notre   

Check out the all-new Yahoo! Mail beta - Fire up a more powerful email and get things done faster. 
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Subj: Re: Our advent adventure 
Date: 11/21/2006 10:40:24 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: pklepper@yahoo.com 
To: SO 368@aol.com 

Sheila, 

I truly believe that has to be your call. A lot of factors go into that equation, from your personal time constraints 
and commitments to the nature of the reflections themselves (Original writings vs sourced material). Evaluate 
how difficult it would be to do it daily, every other day, etc. Only you can decide. 

But since you ask for thoughts... 

Daily is a little bit like opening up a surprise on an Advent calendar. The little girl in me says yes! But so does 
the harried Mom in me...a spiritual tea to soothe and refocus. 

But even once weekly, with a week's worth of (daily/every other day, whatever) Advent thoughts in that one email 
would be fine, in consideratioh of your own valuable time. 

If your thoughts about including/not including the weekend pertain to emails going to work addresses, when 
people most likely not at work, then perhaps weekend thoughts could be included with Friday's missive? Ifit's 

easy. Not knowing the nature of the Advent reflections, it's difficult to make suggestions. Don't know how they'd 
impact your time & work load. 

The thought of all of us praying together is most welcome. 

Love 
P 

SObrien368@aol.com wrote: 

....your thoughts? 

Should it be every day or every other day? 

Weekend included or not? 

What think? 

Thanks!   Love, S 
Mortgage rates near 39yr lows. $420,000 Mortgage for $1,399/mo - Calculate new house 
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Subj: Re: ND Women ‘77 ~ Advent group thoughts... 
Date: 
From: ea com 

To: Ol m 

One more. .. 

Anne 
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Subj: Fwd: FW: could anything be cuter? 
Date: 1 
From: 
TO: 

CC: 

Hi Sheila, 

Page 1 of 2 

This isn't particlularly religious, but it brought a smile to my face at the end of a weary week. Maybe it will do the 
same for everyone as we approach the essential insanity that is Christmas. 
Take care--I'll keep on the lookout for other things. 
Marjorie Gessner 

SID (42.2 Kb) attached 
SID (43.7 Kb) attached 
SID (59.3 Kb) attached 
SID (60.8 Kb) attached 
SID (36.4 Kb) attached 
SID (34.2 Kb) attached 
SID (39.0 Kb) attached 
SID (75.8 Kb) attached 
SID (62.7 Kb) attached 
SID (53.5 Kb) attached 
SID (45.3 Kb) attached 

How to get through the Christmas rush 

Sleep as much as you can... 
| 

Frown when you get upset... 

= 
Read books that you enjoy... 

  

  Play with simple things... 
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Do whatever you want whenever you 

want... 
BE 

Look for affection when you need it... 
=] 

Get serious once in a while... : | 

Forget about diets... 
=| 

Show some affection... 

Get angry once in a while... 
=] 

Change your look... 
+ 

  

  

      

  

      

  

      

  

    
  

  

      

  

      

  

      

Be happy, abo ve all, regardless what 

your challenges may be... Have a great 

week! 
iE 
May your troubles be less. vour blessings more. and 

  

nothing but happiness comes through your door! 

Want to start your own business? Learn how on Yahoo! Small Business. 
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Fwd: ND Women ‘77 ~ Advent group thoughts... 
11/19/2006 10:01:34 AM Central Daylight Time 
Susanfran1i : 

SObrien 368 

Fomended Message: 

Subj: Fwd: ND Women 77 ~ Advent group Hough 
Date: ~~ 11/19/2006 10:00:01 AM Central Daylight Time 

From: Susanfrani1 
nae CTO! Susanfrani 

Often. but copecill fy now, v. righ be afore tho 
Lo holidays, J need to force ysls to teks : 

some time alone. : 

Ten minutes Goon’ ds it....it needs to be 

more time Just to walk away from the: many 

roles we, as women, are regaired s fo ofl. 

fp 2p ona a pair of your kid S$ snowpants 

 pulle on your boots and ta ke a a mug of 

coffee... and’ go outside. Stroll around 

gor neiyorkved; 4 Fone can. hut, do it 
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Aone. 

Jher You can shed the role of /< or mommy, 

maid, chauffer, Jaundress, confidant, and’ 

onmipotent-beinyg..... 

And once again, be a child of God. 

oyous HNoel....... 

Forwarded Message: 

Subj: ND Women ‘77 ~ Advent group thoughts.... 

Date: 11/15/2006 10:53:45 AM Central Daylight Time 

From: SObrien368 : 

To: darlenem27 @hotmail.com, kakmona@hotmail.com, Susanfrani1 , jlen z@nd.edu, 
m3d@megalink.net, kwanders@adelphia.net, virginia.bishop@comcast.net, 
jcobrien2@cor mcast.net, Elaine.C erny@indiana-ins.com, bdelisworth@sbcglobal. net, 

larusso@JonesDay.com, CLatroni@lhup.edu, RENaylor@wispertel.net, sphillips@roverusa.com, 
DebraDEBRAGRADY, mmtrharris@earthlink.net, LIb454@yahoo.com, OJAYNE, 
ppm.sam@cox.net, marymcg@speakeasy.net, msample@att.net, bzmom4life@astound.net, 
mshutters@wi.rr.com, goralski@comneti.com, jblanck@kl.com, Janenb@ke. ir.com boy- 
con@comcast.net, wedazoo@cableone.net, ssullivanjd@comcast.net, DMcgraw@ucsd.edu, 
EllenMyler, JKLanduyt, jsnoble@cox.net, domer7779@hotmail.com, 

robinfranciscovich@hotmail.com, Mspalmetto42, kdaneu@cox.net, leadwithsoul@mac.com, 
Donna. Hinton@quixtar.com, KarenSikorski@alumni.nd.edu, MJHND77, pculhane@loy.org, 
tbfitz@msn.com, dana.nahlen@eds.com, mkimovecgrutsch@yahoo.com, msgates@sbcglobal.net, 
candace.c.carson.23@nd.edu, coachkdv23@comcast.net, Laura 9753, Joannetand, 
teravid@yahoo.com, cparseghian@parseghian.org, vmzurblis@yahoo.com, 

Rmartino@harrisalternatives.com, plasonde@superonline.com, emurphy@cmbarchitects.com, 
mgillespie@cmpbglaw.com, rannbeck@hotmail.com, edrcpapc@cox.net, 

theworkingset@yahoo.com, Ellen.OConnor@jefferson.edu, SObrien368, mgessner@gesu.com, 
mtob@vermontel.net, krisbros@insightbb.com, domer77@sbcglobal.net, nareehs@hotmail.com, 
PETennant, maureen.oneill@law.oxford.ac.uk, maryellenambrose@comcast.net, 
ExecutiveDirector@nmdaonline.com, Celtiecu, Jpwass, krafferty@netzero.net, 
mschelfhout@juno.com, Susyben, Mfxw@cox.net, jdtali@comcast.net, 
ecarnahan@seyencapital.com, lisa.becker@pfizer.com 

Ie ~ — i 11 

ie 3T YOU have any to share with the group, beg sinning Dec. 3rd, please send betore 
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d concise than | 

love to all Sheila 
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Subj: Re: ND Women ‘77 ~ Advent group thoughts... 
Date: 11/16/2006 3:27:56 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: goralski@ ti.com 
10: S 

Dear Sheila, 

This is one of my favorite Advent thoughts. | read it several years ago 
and each year, as | recall the words, it continues to speak to and inspire 
me. 

If we fill our lives with things and again with things, 
how will we ever have the time 
to make the long slow walk across the desert as did the wise men, 
or to sit and watch the stars as did the shepherds, 
or to brood over the coming of the Christ child as did Mary? 
For in each of us, 
there is a journey to take, 
a star to discover, 
and a being within ourselves to bring to life. 

Hope all is well with you. You and the other women in our class are in my 
prayers. Thanks for all you do. 

Blessings and love, 
Peggy Goralski 

> ...if you have any to share with the group, beginning Dec. 3rd, please 
> send 
> before Thanksgiving. 
> 

> More short and concise than long ones 
> 

> Love to all, Sheila 
> 
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Subj: RE: ND Women ‘77 ~ Advent group thoughts.... 
Date: 11/15/2006 1:25:16 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: subscribe@thebisource.com 
To: SObrien368@aol.com 

Dear Sheila, 

Here is one of the most inspirational prayers | like to read often, since it so applies to our everyday life! 

Thank you for all that you share. You are a wonderful person, Sheila and | look forward to seeing you at our 
ND reunion in May! : 

Fondly, 

Ellen Duffy Naylor 

Words of Wisdom from Mother Teresa 

People are often unreasonable, illogical, and self-centered; forgive them anyway. 
If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives; be kind anyway. 
If you are successful, you will win some false friends and some true enemies; succeed anyway. 

If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you; be honest and frank anyway. 
What you spend years building, someone could destroy overnight; build anyway. 
If you find serenity and happiness, other may be jealous; be happy anyway. 
The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow; do good anyway. 

Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough; give the world the best you've got 
anyway. 

You see, in the final analysis, it is between you and God. 
It was never between you and them anyway. 

-- Mother Teresa 

From: SObrien368@aol.com [mailto:SObrien368@aol.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2006 8:54 AM 
To: darlenem27@hotmail.com; kakmona@hotmail.com; Susanfrani1@aol.com; jlenz@nd.edu; 
m3d@megalink.net; kwanders@adelphia.net; virginia.bishop@comcast.net; jcobrien2@comcast.net; 
Elaine.Cerny@indiana-ins.com; bdellsworth@sbcglobal.net; larusso@JonesDay.com; CLatroni@lhup.edu; 
RENaylor@wispertel.net; sphillips@roverusa.com; DebraDEBRAGRADY@aol.com; mmtrharris@earthlink.net; 
LIb454@yahoo.com; OJAYNE@aol.com; ppm.sam@cox.net; marymcg@speakeasy.net; msample@att.net; 
bzmom4life@astound.net; mshutters@wi.rr.com; goralski@comneti.com; jblanck@kl.com; janenb@kc.rr.com; 
boy-con@comcast.net; wedazoo@cableone.net; ssullivanjd@comcast.net; DMcgraw@ucsd.edu; 
EllenMyler@aol.com; JKLanduyt@aol.com; jsnoble@cox.net; domer7779@hotmail.com; 
robinfranciscovich@hotmail.com; Mspalmetto42@aol.com; kdaneu@cox.net; leadwithsoul@mac.com; 
Donna.Hinton@quixtar.com; KarenSikorski@alumni.nd.edu; MJHND77@aol.com; pculhane@Iloy.org; 
tbfiz@msn.com; dana.nahlen@eds.com; mkimovecgrutsch@yahoo.com; msgates@sbcglobal.net; 
candace.c.carson.23@nd.edu; coachkdv23@comcast.net; Laura9753@aol.com; Joannetand@aol.com; 
teravid@yahoo.com; cparseghian@parseghian.org; vmzurblis@yahoo.com; Rmartino@harrisalternatives.com; 
plasonde@superonline.com; emurphy@cmbarchitects.com; mgillespie@cmpbglaw.com; 
rannbeck@hotmail.com; edrcpapc@cox.net; theworkingset@yahoo.com; Ellen.OConnor@jefferson.edu; 

~ SObrien368@aol.com; mgessner@gesu.com; mtob@vermontel.net; krisbros@insightbb.com; 
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domer77@sbcglobal.net; nareehs@hotmail.com; PETennant@aol.com; maureen.oneill@law.oxford.ac.uk; 
maryellenambrose@comcast.net; ExecutiveDirector@nmdaonline.com; Celtiecu@aol.com; Jpwass@aol.com; 
krafferty@netzero.net; mschelfhout@juno.com; Susyben@aol.com; Mfxw@cox.net; jdtall@comcast.net; 
ecarnahan@seyencapital.com; lisa.becker@pfizer.com 
Subject: ND Women "77 ~ Advent group thoughts.... 

ei y a rt] tl Sra Diet te “ : IY... ] i CY 1 | [ wan 
Cc any to share with the Sroup, DegINIii FOC, I ase Seng betore 

M ore sh ort an d concise tha 1 lon g Oor11es..... 

[Love to all Sheila 
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Advent - December 3 
5/2007 1:43:08 PM Central Daylight Time 

Ob 8 

Together, we begin 

in time and in heart 

Across continent and globe 

Keeping close and warm "neath the weight of winter. 

Quiet for a moment, Jor an instant. 
1 1 
we 

Ly 
us 

Not alone. 

Never alone. 

Together. 

We begin and wait in joyful hope. 

Our hearts desire 

“the warmth of your love 

and our minds are searching 

for the light of your Word. 

Opening Prayer, Mass ~ First Sunday of Advent 

We wait in j oyful hope. is 
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Advent - December 4 

1/25/2007 14224 PM Central Daylight Time 
Q 

....from Sue Zwick. Thank you, Sue. 

Often, right before the holidays, 
I need to force myself to take some time 
Alone. 

Ten minutes doesn't do it... 
we need to take more time to just walk away 
from the many roles we, as women, fill. 

Slip on a kid's snowpants, 
pull on your boots, 
take a mug of coffee 

....and go outside. 

Stroll around your neighborhood, if you can 
....but do it Alone. 

Shed the role of 

helper ~ boss ~ maid ~ chauffeur ~ laundress ~ confidante 
....and onmipotent-being. 
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And once again, be a child of God. 

ar ie aa 2 EF] 
Xi sd TEE 

ese AAVLEE TOLL 
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Subj: Advent- December 6 
Date: 1/25/2007 2:24:09 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: SC 58 
To: $ 

Ls “in Cw ve 

FOR GOOD LITTLE 
GIRLS and BOYS 

The stockings were hung in the dorm rooms with care 
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there 

St. Nicholas Eve 1976 

To the door she crept and 

quietly placed the cookies 

where they would be discovered 

keeping one for herself...double butter ~ her favorite. 

Didn't really know them 

but saw them on the stairs 

down the hall 

and dodging the rain 

No matter. Will learn their names someday..... 

Gracious Goo, 
We thank You for those moments of grace 
when we were enriched with the gift of sisters 
as we grew 

Thursday, July 26, 2007 America Online: SObrien368 

Page 1 of 2 

 



Page 2 of 2 

mn love ws 

in heart and wind 

in soul and strength. 

Review that magic m our hearts. 

Keep us close to each other and to You. 

Ano help us be gifts to each other 

this season and always.... 

Rev. Anne Dilenschnei der 

Tha Il kk you, An ne. 

A 
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Advent - December 7 
1/25/2007 2:15:16 PM Central Daylight Time 
SO 6 
Qf Yor 2 SObrien368 

Trying to diet for Reunion 

But it's not going to work. 

I like oreos, ice cream, crackers and anything salty 

usually all together. 

Paydays are particularly delightful 

And Peanut M & M's are manna from heaven. 

My arms are flabby, are yours? 

My shoes are "sturdy". 

Parched doesn't begin to describe my skin. 

< sigh > 

And, where are my glasses? They were just here 

probably hiding with my keys to torment me. 

Could you read that address to me? 

Louder, please. 

When you see me in June, please don't gasp 

or say "you look terrific". 

Just hug me, ok? 
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I warnia feel some flabby arms around mine. 

Loving God, 

Sometimes, I feel trapped in a life I wanna "trade i 

My back hurts. 

My knees hurt. 

And I hold the bannister on the stairs.....all the time. 

ife ahead of me. 

Help me accept where I am on this journey to You 

The choices I have made 

The body I have 
The life I have chosen 

And, remind me to accept others, too. 

'Cause we're all in the same place 
on the 

We wait in joytu | hope i 
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Advent - December 8 
1/25/2007 2:16:59 PM Central Daylight Time 
SObrien368 

SObrien368 

"Advent must begin with Mary, 

who presents us with the infant Christ" 

Dorothy Day 

The archangel Gabriel painted quite a picture: 

"Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall 

name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the 

Lord God will give him the throne of David his father, and he will rule over the house 

of Jacob forever, and of his Kingdom there will be no end." 

Gospel, December 8 

Luke 1: 20-30 

Pretty heady stuff. Who could say mo"? 

Do you think Mary had any elas at all 

when she said "yes" to Gabriel? 

Do you think she knew what was ahead for her and her son? 

A cold mud floor for a delivery table, poverty, 

King Herod, ridicule, suffering , death. 

No, of course, she didn't know. Who would say "yes" to that? 
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And I'd bet that on many nights, as life unfolded, 

she cried herself to sleep 

and wondered 

if she could endure yet another day. 

Feel the same sometimes? 

Mary, our Mother, please wipe our tears 

when life breaks our hearts 

From Cindy Buescher Parseghian 

to all of us. 

Thank you, Cindy. 

The following song, written by a dear friend, has helped to 

“Hold me together” over the last decade. 

May we all feel the “Breath of Heaven 2 m our lives this Christmas. 

Cindy Parseghian 

Breath of Heaven 

by Amy Grant 

I have traveled many moonless nights, 

Cold and weary with a babe inside, 

And I wonder what I've done. 

Holy Father, you have come, 

And chosen me now to carry your son. 

I am waiting in a silent prayer. 

I am frightened by the load I bear. 

In a world as cold as stone, 

Must I walk this path alone? 

Be with me now. 

Be with me now. 
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Breath of heaven, 

Hold me together, 

Be forever near me, 

Breath of heaven. 

Breath of heaven, 

Lighten my darkness, 

Pour over me your holiness, 

For you are holy. 

Breath of heaven. 

Do you wonder as you watch my face, 

If a wiser one should have had my place, 

But I offer all I am 

For the mercy of your plan. 

Help me be strong. 

Help me be. 

Help me. 

Breath of heaven 5 

Hold me together, 

Be forever near me, 

Breath of heaven. 

Breath of heaven, 

Lighten my darkness, 

Pour over me your holiness, 

For you are holy. 

We wait in joyful hope... 

Thursday, July 26, 2007 America Online: SObrien368  



Page 1 of 1 

Advent - December 9 
1/25/2007 2:07:19 PM Central Daylight Time 

12 and on the seventh day he rested 

and was refreshed. 

Exodus 31:17 
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Subj: Advent - December 10 
Date: 1/25/2007 1:50:58 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: SQObri 
To: SObrien368 

I give thanks to my God at every remembrance of you, praying with joy in 
my every prayer for all of you. 

And, this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more and more 
in knowledge and every kind of perception, to discern what is of value.... 

Philippians 1:3-4, 9 

Epistle ~ Second Sunday of Advent 

A few moments of quiet... 

We wait in joyful hope.... 

# 

Lit 4 hi Fu Pl <Thursday, July 26, 2007 America Online: SObrien368  



Advent- December 11 

1/25/2007 1:53:22 PM Central Daylight Time 
SObrien368 

SQbrien368 

Listen to the words.....with your heart 

I'm dreaming of a white Christmas 
Just like the ones I used to know. 

Where the tree tops glisten 
And children listen 

To hear sleigh bells in the snow. 

I'm dreaming of a white Christmas 
With every Christmas card I write. 
May your days be merry and bright 

And may all your Christmases be white. 

What are you dreaming for this Christmas? 

Waiting and hoping for this year? 

What is your deepest desire? 

What would you give anything 3 anything for? 

“For where your heart is 7 there is your treasure, also.” 

Matthew 6:21 
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Peggy Hester Goralski sends this 
71 1 
1 hank you, Peggy. 

If we fill our lives with things and again with things, 

how will we ever have the time 

to make the long slow walk across the desert 

as did the wise men, 

or to sit and watch the stars 

as s8 the ee 

a star to  lisameas 

and a be eing within ourselv ves 

to bring to life. 

What are we waiting tor? 

We wait in jo yiul h ope.... 
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Advent - December 12 
1/25/2007 1:31:35 PM Central Daylight Time 
SOb 8 

It's so easy to do....to claim her. 

She's ours. 

I mean, she "belongs" to us, 

to Notre Dame. 

We have a grotto and everything. 

She just visits those other places 

and then comes home to us 

to her real home 

: where WE are. 

Right? 

Well not exactly. 

Today, we celebrate how she surprises 

How God surprises 

And moves about our world. 

No grotto. 
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No blue dress or halo or Raphael pose. 

No chubby little cherubs flying overhead. 

Would we recognize her or him? 

Or just pass them by as "kinda different"? 

2S we see 
viz tb 3 >) 3 pF with dark and heav 

Sometimes we see her almond-eyed 
lid (7 IVI Oa 71 ire rine) add 
[his woman whom we kneel beside 

Sometimes we see | 

VV | 

Sometimes we see her 
Y% 7: Non 3 Fy 
With her son to who 

Sometimes we see her dark ti 

And, ah! we ove the 

Adapted from "Some Children See Him" bs Alfred Burt 

Click here: 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
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Advent - December 13 

apvaney 1:30:58 PM Central Daylight Time 
Obhrien368 

SObri en3bs 

God is not finished with me yet. 

| am reminded of that fact each day when | awake | 

and the anticipation of what will happen next 

fills me with great hope. 

Another day to 

listen 

love 

laugh and learn. 

My soul proclaims the goodness of the Lord 

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

He who is mighty has done great things for me 
and Holy is His Name. 

Be it done unto us according to His word. 

...all from Darlene Palma Connelly 

Thank you, Darlene. 

Bless ine Lord, O my soul, and all my being bless his holy name. 

Responsorial Psalm, December 13 

We wait in joyful hope... 
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Advent - December 14 

1/25/2007 1:43:41 PM Central Daylight Time 
SOY 3 SQ SObrien368 
SObrien368 
WJEC 

Waiting, waiting in traffic, in lines, for test results and ailing parents 

for children, and admission letters, for the phone call of arrival. 

At hospitals , with friends, in sorrow and in joy. 

We wait together, with each other, for each other, for the One who is. 

Since cancer invaded my body, Fear often invades my spirit. 

Since the death of my parents, Loneliness often invades my soul. 

Since cancer invaded my body, I have been blanketed m the love and 

support of frie nds. 

Since the death of my parents, I have been energized by the kindness 

a nd s trength of extended fa m ily. 

With hardship, comes the vision lo see the good around us. 

When there 18 pain, God provides : 

a2 from J ane Neff-B rain. Thank you, J ane. 

Lord, we wait with eager expectation for your coming. 

§ We know that your coming is tied to our building of the kingdom ~ feeding the 
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hungry, comforting the sick, reconciling the divided, greeting the lonely and 
forgotten ~ and that doing these works hastens your presence among us. 

Help us see the needs of each other and comfort each other as we wait in 
joyful hope.... 

...from Karen Abraham Wanders. Thank you, Karen. 
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Advent- December 15 

1/25/2007 2:08:29 PM Central Daylight Time 
oo 
lili 

Marge Matlak Gessner ~ image 

ana 

Patty Metca Ife K lepper ~ lyrics 

How far is it to Bethlehem? 

Not. very far. 

Shall we find the stable-room 

Lit by a star? 

Can we see the little Child? 

Is He within? 

If we lift the wooden latch ; 

May we go in? 

May we stroke the creatures there — 

Ox, ass, or sheep? 

May we peep like them and see 

Jesus asleep? 

If we touch His tiny hand, 

Will He awake? 
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1 age 4 vl 4 

Will He know we've come so far 

Just for His sake? 

Great kings have precious gifts, 

And we have naught; 

Little smiles and little tears 

Are all we brought. 

For all weary children 

Mary must weep; 

Here, on His bed of straw, 

Sleep, children, sleep. 

God, in His mother's arms, 

Babes in the byre, 

Sleep, as they sleep who find 

Their heart's desire. 

Ty 3 § 24% gr : :f £ i i x : 

Believe me, un less you become like little children a gain, 

you shall not enter the kin gdom ot heaven 

Matthew 18 3 

We wait in joytul hope.... 
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Advent - Sat. December 16 
1/25/2007 1:29:34 PM Sonya Daylight Time 
SObrien368 
SObrien368 

Run, girl, run! 

Two more Saturdays, well 

get those gifts 
mail those cards 

clean that house 

bake those cookies (ok, buy 'em) 

string those lights 

Oooooch 

Fuel. Sk hmmmm, good. 

Grab your favorite cup, the trendy one 

The one with style. 

Oh, look at her cup from that new place 

Gotta get that. 
Gotta go there. 

So cute. 

Pretty soon, we forget all about the coffee. 

Page 1 of 2 

  

    
  

x] hitp: {Aww wel 
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But, it's really the coffee we want, isn't it? 

Truly. 

That's how we started 

Craving the coffee. 

The Master Brewer doesn't care about our cup... y P 

Bring yours, such that it is. 

Fill up. 

Warm your heart. 

His pot is never empty. 

Every morning. 

Fuel. 

From an idea by Carol Latronica. 

Thank you, Carol. 

My being thirsts for God, the living God. 

Psalm 42:3 

We wait in joyful hope. 
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Advent - December 17 
1/25/2007 2:05:44 PM Central Daylight Time 

\ 

Gaudete! 
Latin - Rejoice! 

We rejoice with rose candles & rose vestments 

Click here: Advent Reflection Week 3 

Rejoice in the Lord ahoays, again [ sa y, rejoice. The Lord 1s near. 

Introit & Epistle 

Gaudete Sun day 
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Advent - December 18 
1/25/2007 2:02:04 PM Central Daylight Time 
Se SUL 0 

SObrien368 

"A righteous man’ 

Surely, he was confused, hurt. 

She was pregnant. 

Something about an angel, the Holy Spirit, the throne of David. 

Huh? 
She expects him to accept this? What did she take him for, an idiot? 

No, the rules are the rules stoning or divorce. 

Those are the choices. 

A quiet divorce. Better. Much better. 

He still could not believe it her, of all people. 

And, she wouldn't change her story. 

The angel appeared, she had been chosen, blah, blah, blah. 
If that's what she wants to believe, fine, but not me. 

No way. 

Never. 

What had he done to deserve this from her? 

Well that's that. Done. 
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that dream, the dream that changed his life. 

I should marry her? An angel said I should marry her? 

<sigh > 

Joseph got up. 

He was silent. 

But, he did as the angel commanded... 

Gracious God, when things get tough, please don't ask me to be happy about it. 

Don't ask me to enjoy the betrayal of friends 

The rebuke of my children 

The back stabbing at work. 

Just give me the strength to get through it. 

Like St. Joseph, help me get up and get the job done. 

Tell me what you want of me and I'll do it. 

Still hurt and bruised, IN do it. 

And with a little time 

maybe someday I'll understand. 

I, too, long to be righteous... 

Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his mother Mary 
was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found with child 
through the holy Spirit. 

Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose 
her to shame, decided to divorce her quietly. 

Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wite 
into vour home. For it is through the holy Spirit that this child has been conceived 
in her.... 

When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and 
took his wife into his home. 

i 

Gospel 

December 18 
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We wait in joyful hope... 
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Advent - December 19 
1/25/2007 2:05:10 PM Central Daylight Time 
SObrien368 
SObrien368 

  

  

  

                
  

The last week together. Only a few more moments. 

Where did the time go? 

What have we learned for the rest of our days? 

From Anne Dilenschneider......thank you, Anne. 

In 1991, I began quilting. 

Quilting quieted my mind. I moved out of my rhythm and into the 
rhythm of the group. I heard nuances and caught dynamics in 
conversations that on other occasions I would have missed. Quilting 
became a way to move from chronos time into kairos time. 

Chronos standard time is that linear time we organize in our 
datebooks and mete out on our calendars. It's the time we rush to keep 
up with -- it causes us to glance at our watches during meetings and sets 
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us fretting at red lights. As much as we try to control chronos time, 
we soon discover that it controls us. It's finite, human time. 

Kairos time is something else. It's God's time. We catch glimpses of 
that eternal moment lingering over Thanksgiving dinners, bathing babies, 
making love, washing dishes and hiking trails. It's a freefall of sorts -- 
there is no now or past or future; all is concurrent. It's fluid time that 
may be short or long by the chronos clock. Yet it's all present before God. 

I will never find enough chronos time. 

What I can find, however, is kairos time. Over the years, the entry 
ways into that nourishing flow have changed. Sometimes, I've journaled. 
Other times, I've danced, sung, played music, gardened, walked, or just 
sat still. These days, I quilt. 

Anywhere and everywhere. 

And then I find myself in God's unlimited time.... 

He who is to come will not delay... 

Introit 

December 1 9 
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Advent - Wed. December 20 
1/25/2007 1:28:34 PM Central Daylight Time 
SObrien368 
SObrien368 

  

  

It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year! 

A parking spot! Cut me off. 
Gee, thanks. 

No, I don't have the Point I ved the receipt? 
Yes, I understand. 

You can't help with the school party? You're busy? 
Sure, I'll bake them. 

N eed the report this afternoon? in ten minutes? 
Will have it on your desk. 

Four more presents for business associates? Today? 
Sure iongy; I'll get them. 

Work for you on Christmas Eve? Just for an hour? 

Let me check. 

Ee Ellen Duffy Nason ry you Ellen. 

Attributed to Mother Teresa 

People are often unreasonable and self-centered 
~~ Forgive them anyway ~ 

If you are kind, people may accuse you of ulterior motives 
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~ Be kind anyway ~ 

If you are honest, people may cheat you 
~ Be honest anyway ~ 

If you find happiness, people may be jealous 
~ Be happy anyway ~ 

The good you do today may be forgotten tomorrow 
~ Do good anyway ~ 

Give the world the best you have and it may never be enough 
~ Give your best anyway ~ 

~ For you see, in the end, it is between you and God 
It was never between you and them anyway ~ 

receive blessings from the Lord 

ane justice trom their savin g God. 
5 

Roshonaorial Peal Kesponsorial Psalm 

December 20 

We wait in joyful hope. 
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Advent - Thursday, December 21 
1/25/2007 1:27:53 PM Central "Dayiight Time 
SObrien368 : 
SObrien368 : 

Make my hic’ a Bethlehem, a fhengeh of my hits 

Let me hear the angels sing and let the music start 

a me fall in simple faith and wonder to my knees 

In the manger of my heart let Christ be born i in me. 

Ti my Ife fered is a le that ti] 0s de straw 

| of every disappointment, each regret and every flaw 

In 2s dark and lonely place, ny beasts of burden fie  
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Make my life a Bethlehem, a manger of my heart 

Let me hear the angels sing and let the music start 

Help me fall in simple faith and wonder to my knees 

In the manger of my heart let Christ be born in me. 

Come and sweep this stable clean and swaddle it with light 

And let the Child be born in me upon a starlit night 

For though He's born a thousand times in far off Bethlehem 

Until the Light is born in me I cannot worship Him. 

Make my life a Bethlehem, a manger of my heart 

Let me hear the angels sing and let the music start, 

Help me fall in simple faith and wonder to my knees 

In the manger of my heart let Christ be born in me. 

But the plan of the Lord stands forever 
the design of his heart, through all generations... 

Responsorial Psalm 

December 21 

We wait in joyful hope... 
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Subj: Advent - December 22 
Date: 1/25/2007 1:55:08 PM Central Daylight Time 

~ 

From: SO 

To: S 

Peli it 

Just one more nei shborhood party. 

Put on the red sweater and black pants 

and head down the street. 

Wanna see the inside of that house anyway. 

21 years today. 

Seems like yesterday and seems like so long ago. 

Wish she had seen the kids. 

he'd be proud. 
3 f . 

ut, she d have ad comment OT} my hair. 

S 
3 
D 

S She always had a comment on my hair. 

[ miss my mother. 

I miss being mothered 

someone else making dinner, being "in charge", having the holidays 

So many Christmases swirl in my heart 

The vear she dressed us all in Kelly green 

And we looked like the King family 

Or the year Santa couldn't find halt the presents 

Men in suits, mother in a dress and pearls 

No microwave, yet everything hot. 

And that silly aluminum tree with the light! 

Ol:, here we are. The party. 

Put that smile on. 

Be neighborly. 

But, against the lights of red and green the dim blue surrounds my heart. 

~ - ~~ 7 

Gracious God, 

While we wait for you 
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V7 N { } i 72 . 

We wait for others to be with us again. 
gy 

H elp Us celebrate this moment 
i £3 5 

And remember moments of happiness long past. 

Make the bittersweet less bitter 
7. 7 

as we traverse this road toc sether to You 

Where the party will ao on and on and on } L 9g 

We wait in joyful hope... 

He AL Ti ay 3ove Refer i i =f} mi § Jr i wns 1 I~ _- re i Honey i — 1 i dp— i=l Bl ry i re i a”) i see ee] | —— i ry } 

— - tg ne 
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~ Advent - Dacsiber 23 : 
1/25/2007 1:33:06 PM Central bey Time 5 
SObrien368 iF 
SObrien368 io 

IT WAS SO QUIET. 

REMEMBER? 

ATER A SNOW... 

The HUSH 

The PEACE 

: SILENCE | 

: EVEN THE MEMORY MAKES ME SIGH. 

Tie TWO~IN-THE-MORNING WALK 

NO CELL PHONE 

NO GIANT SIDEWALKS WITH "SIGNAGE" AND LIGHTS. 
JUST YOU AND YOUR BOOTS, IF YOU HAD SOME 
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IN AWE 

O Lord, rekindle our youthful wonder for all of creation 

and recreate in us a peace that the world cannot give. 

Illuminate the path which leads to the You 

as we traverse together and keep us close to each other. 

We wait in joyful hope... 

When I look at the sky which you have made 

at the moon and stars which you have set in their places -- 

Who are we that you should think of us ’ 

mere people that you should care for us? 

You have made us less than only you 

And crowned us with glory. 

Psalm 8 
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Advent- December 24 
1/25/2007 1:49:52 PM Central Daylight Time 
SObrien368 ri 

~ 

~ IQ 

Fourth Sunday of Advent/Christmas Eve 

We wait in joyful hope. 5 

® 

Click here: 4th Week of Advent 
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ND Women '77 - Christmas 

1/25/2007 1:26:59 PM Central Daylight Time 

SObrien368 
SObrien368 

And, so... 

It all began with a simple "yes" from this young girl. 

Through her 

Light entered the world 

and our hearts forever. 

She is the mother of the Light 

the mother of God 

and our mother 

Our Lady : 

Notre Dame 

May we who claim her name 

say "yes" to her Child 

and be light for each other 

and the world 

now and forever. 

Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 

Thursday, July 26, 2007 America Online: SObrien368  



Page 2 of 2 

which shall be to all people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

which is Christ the Lord. 

Luke 2: 10-11 

The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness has not overcome it. 

John 1:5 

Merry Christmas! 

Thank you for this journey together. 

Love, Sheila 
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Subj: Re: ND Women ‘77 ~ Advent 
Date: 12/4/2006 12:25:54 AM Central Daylight Time 
From: leadwithsoul@mac.com 
To: SObrien368@aocl.com 

Awesome! 

Hugs, 
Anne 

On Dec 3, 2006, at 9:10 PM, SObrien368@aocl.com wrote: 

Together, we begin 

in time and in heart 

Across continent and globe 

Keeping close and warm ‘neath the weight of winter. 

Quiet for a moment, for an instant. 
1 1 
we 

1. } 
us 

Not alone. 

Never alone. 

Togeth er. 

We begin and wait in joyful hope. 

Our hearts desire 

the warmth of your love 

and our minds are searching 
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for the light of your Word. 

Opening Prayer, Mass ~ First Sunday of Advent 

We 2 ® ® ea ( 1 | i 

We wail 1n joyiul hope.... 
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Subj: Re: Am so0000 enjoying.... 
Date: 12/10/2006 6:58:55 
From: la ~ Oo 

To: 

Go for it. . . your editing is awesome! 

Love the link today! 

Anne 

On Dec 10, 2006, at 2:48 PM, SObrien368@aol.com wrote: 

...reading all the things you sent really, really love the quilt one, the 

blessed one....they are all just great. 

May I edit some for space? Hard to do because you write so 

beautifully 

What say? 

Love, Sheila 
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Subj: Re: ND Women ‘77 ~ Advent 
Date: 12/4/2006 11:09:22 AM Central Daylight Time 
From: KKEAR 138 
To: SOb 

Dearest S -- 

This was beautiful and very needed today! 

Had a great weekend with my sister Margaret and her crew -- including my mother and her 
mother-in-law -- for the weekend. I'm exhausted from cooking meals for 9 extra folks for 3 
days -- but everyone had a great time and it was well worth it. | don't know how you do it 
every day! 

Take care and keep those Advent e-mails coming... 

Love, 

katie 
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....from Sue Zwick. Thank you, Sue. 

>0Often, right before the holidays, 
>| need to force myself to take some time 
>Alone. 
> 

>Ten minutes doesn'tdoit.... 
>we need to take more time to just walk away 
>from the many roles we, as women, fill. 
> 

>Slip on a kid's snowpants, 
>pull on your boots, 
>take a mug of coffee 
> ....and go outside. 
> 

>Stroll around your neighborhood, if you can 
> ....but do it Alone. 
> 

>Shed the role of 
>helper ~ boss ~ maid ~ chauffeur ~ laundress ~ confidante 
> ....anhd onmipotent-being. 
> 

>And once again, be a child of God. 

Our hearts are made for Thee, O Lord 
....and will not rest 'til they rest in Thee. 

St. Augustine 

>We wait in joyful hope.... 
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Subj: RE: ND Women '77 ~ Advent 
Date: 12/5/2006 3:42:29 AM Central Daylight Time 
From: nareehs@hotmail.com 
To: SObrien368@aol.com 

Dear Sheila, 

Thank you so much for forwarding that to all of us. | couldn't sleep...all 
the different shoulds banging around in my head...and came down to this. 
Going to print and tape to my computer! 

God Bless! 

Patter 

Patter S. Birsic 

Co-President 
The National Pancreas Foundation 
P.O. Box 935 

Wexford, PA 15090 
724-933-0076 
1-866-726-2737 

>From: SObrien368@aol.com 
>To: darlenem27@hotmail.com, KKEAR1386@aol.com, kakmona@hotmail. com, 
>Susanfran11@aol.com, jlenz@nd. edu, m3d@megalink net, 
>pklepper@yahoo.com, kwanders@adelphia. net, virginia.bishop@comcast.net, 
> jcobrien2@comcast net, Elaine.Cerny@indiana-ins.com, 
>bdellsworth@sbcglobal.net, larusso@JonesDay.com, CLatroni@lhup.edu, 
>RENaylor@wispertel.net, sphillips@roverusa.com, 
>DebraDEBRAGRADY @aol.com, mmtrharris@earthlink. net, LIb454@yahoo. com, 
>OJAYNE@aol.com, ppm.sam@cox.net, marymcg@speakeasy. net, 
>msample@att.net, bzmomélife@astound. net mshutters@wi.rr.com, 
>goralski@comneti.com, jblanck@kl.com, janenb@kc.rr.com, 
>boy-con@comcast.net, wedazoo@cableone.net, ssullivanjd@comcast.net, 
>DMcgraw@ucsd.edu, EllenMyler@aol.com, JKLanduyt@aol.com, 
>jsnoble@cox.net, domer7779@hotmail.com, robinfranciscovich@hotmail.com, 
> Mspalmetto42@aol.com, kdaneu@cox.nét, leadwithsoul@mac.com, 
>Donna.Hinton@quixtar.com, KarenSikorski@alumni.nd.edu, MJUHND77@aol.com, 
> pculhane@loy.org, tbfiz@msn.com, dana.nahlen@eds.com, 
>mkimovecgrutsch@yahoo.com, msgates@sbcglobal.net, 
>candace.c.carson.23@nd.edu, coachkdv23@comcast.net, Laura9753@aol.com, 
> Joannetand@aol.com, teravid@yahoo. com, cparseghian@parseghian.org, 
> vmzurblis@yahoo.com, Rmartino@harrisalternatives. com, : 
>plasonde@superonline.com, emurphy@cmbarchitects.com, 
>mgillespie@cmpbglaw.com, rannbeck@hotmail.com, edrcpapc@cox.net, 
>theworkingset@yahoo.com, Ellen.OConnor@jefferson.edu, 
>SObrien368@aol.com, mgessner@gesu.com, mtob@vermontel.net, 
>krisbros@insightbb.com, domer77@sbcglobal.net, nareehs@hotmail.com, 
>PETennant@aol.com, maureen.oneill@law.oxford.ac.uk, 
>maryellenambrose@comcast.net, ExecutiveDirector@nmdaonline.com, 
>Celtiecu@aol.com, Jpwass@aol.com, krafferty@netzero.net, 
>mschelfhout@juno.com, Susyben@aol.com, Mfxw@cox.net, 
>jdtall@comcast.net, ecarnahan@seyencapital.com, lisa.becker@pfizer.com 
>Subject: ND Women 77 ~ Advent 
>Date: Mon, 4 Dec 2006 23:11:31 EST 
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Could you read that address to me? 

Louder, please. 

When you see me in June, please don't gasp 
or say "you look terrific". 

Just hug me, ok? 

I wanna feel some flabby arms around mine. 

Loving God, 
Sometimes, I feel trapped in a life I wanna "trade in". 

My back hurts. 

My knees hurt. 

And I hold the bannister on the stairs.....all the time. 

I miss being young. 
I miss having my life ahead of me. 

Help me accept where I am on this journey to You 

The choices I have made 

The body I have 

The life I have chosen 

And, remind me to accept others, too. 

‘Cause we're all in the same place 

on the same road 

....together. 

en 1 2 ? - 7 i ¥ - F 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good 
£ ge ¥ Ta 

for his mercy endures forever. 

Responsorial Psalm, December 7 

We wait in joyltul hope.... 
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Subj: RE: ND Women '77 ~ Advent 
Date: 12/7/2006 9:28:54 AM Central Daylight Time 
From: ExecutiveDirector@nmdaonline.com 
To: = 

Sheila, 
These have been a blessing to me — this one and the time alone one have been particularly important to me to 
both read and remember. 
Nancy 

ueroni 

).767.7898 or 860.767.1770 

From: SObrien368@aol.com [mailto:SObrien368@aol.com] 
Sent: Thursday, December 07, 2006 12:04 AM 
To: SObrien368@aol.com 
Subject: ND Women '77 ~ Advent 

Trying to diet for Reunion 

But it's not going to work. 
I like oreos, ice cream, crackers and anything salty 

usually all together. 
Paydays are particularly delightful 

And Peanut M & M's are manna from heaven. 

My arms are flabby, are yours? 
My shoes are "sturdy". 

Parched doesn't begin to describe my skin. 

<sigh> 

And, where are my glasses? They were just here 
probably hiding with my keys to torment me. 
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Subj: Re: ND Women ‘77 ~ Advent 
Date: 12/7/2006 8:34:43 AM Central Daylight Time 
From: pkl Qyal ) 
Ton 3 ) 

What an unexpected and delightful mix these are, Sheila! 

Very inspired, and very inspiring. Fresh. 

Not only do they prepare the way of the Lord, but they prepare the way of the Lord present in others. 

Each is like a present...tied up with hugs instead of ribbons. 

Thank you, thank you. 

Peace, Love, Joy, 

P. 

PS Great photo of the girls! Truly enjoyed it! 

Have a burning question? Go to Yahoo! Answers and get answers from real people who know. 
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...and onmipotent-being. 

And once again, be a child of God. 

St. Augustine 

11 Wr 

We wait in joytul hope.... 
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lisa.becker@pfizer.com 

Subject: ND Women '77 ~ Advent 

Date: Tue, 5 Dec 2006 04:12:18 +0000 

Content-Type: Multipart/ alternative; 

boundary="NextPart Webmail 9m3u9jl4l 19929 1165351560 1" 

....from Sue Zwick. Thank you, Sue. 

Often, right before the holidays, 
I need to force myself to take some time 
Alone. 

Ten minutes doesn't do it... 

we need to take more time to just walk away 
from the many roles we, as women, fill. 

Slip on a kid's snowpants, 
pull on your boots, 
take a mug of coffee 

...and go outside. 

Stroll around your neighborhood, if you can 
....but do it Alone. 

Shed the role of 
helper ~ boss ~ maid ~ chauffeur ~ laundress ~ confidante 
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St. Augustine 

> We wait in joyful hope.... 

From: SObrien368@aol.com 

To: darlenem27@hotmail.com, KKEAR1386@aol.com, 

kakmona@hotmail.com, Susanfran11@aol.com, jlenz@nd.edu, 

m3d@megalink.net, pklepper@yahoo.com, kwanders@adelphia.net, 

virginia.bishop@comcast.net, jcobrien2@comcast.net, Elaine.Cerny@indiana- 

ins.com, bdellsworth@sbcglobal.net, larusso@JonesDay.com, 

CLatroni@lhup.edu, RENaylor@wispertel.net, sphillips@roverusa.com, 

DebraDEBRAGRADY@aol.com, mmtrharris@earthlink.net, 

LIb454@yahoo.com, OJAYNE @aol.com, ppm.sam@cox.net, | 

marymcg@speakeasy.net, msample@att.net, bzmomA4life@astound.net, 

mshutters@wi.rr.com, goralski@comneti.com, iblanck@kl.com, 

janenb@kc.rr.com, boy-con@comcast.net, wedazoo@cableone.net, 

ssullivanjd @comcast.net, DMcgraw@ucsd.edu, EllenMyler@aol.com, 

JKLanduyt@aol.com, jsnoble@cox.net, domer777 9@hotmail.com, 

robinfranciscovich@hotmail.com, Mspalmetto42@aol. com, kdaneu@cox.net, 

leadwithsoul@mac. com, Donna.Hinton@quixtar.com, 

KarenSikorski@alumni. nd. edu, MJHN D77 @aol. com, ponlbaneloy org, 

thfitz@msn. com, dana. blends com, lamovecsiischBralsos, com, 

msgates@shcglobal.net, candace.c.carson.23@nd.eduy, 

coachkdv23@comcast. net, Laura97 53@aol. com, Joannetand@aol.com, 

teravid@yahoo. com, cparseghian @parseghian. org, vmzurblis@yahoo. com, 

Rinartino@harnzsliernsiives. com, plasonde@superonline. com, 

emurphy@cmbarchitects.com, mgillespie@cmpbglaw.com, 

rannbeck@hotmail.com, edrcpapc@cox.net, theworkingset@yahoo.com, 

Ellen. OConnor@jefferson.edu, SObrien368 @aol.com, mgessner@gesu.com, 

mtob@vermontel. net, krisbros@insightbb. com, domer77 Sbeyonln 

nareehs@hotmail.com, PETennant@aol.com, 

maureen. oneill@law. oxford.ac. uk, maryellenambrose @comcast. net, 

ExecutiveDirector@nmdaonline. com, Celtiecu@aol. com, Jpwasetrnolomh. 

krafferty@netzero.net, mschelfhout@juno.com, Susyben@aol.com, 

Mixw@cox.net, jdtall@comcast.net, ecarnahan @seyencapital.com, 
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Subj: Re: ND Women ‘77 ~ Advent 
Date: 12/5/2006 3:46:47 PM Central Daylight Time 

1 i ~~ From: virginia.bishop@comcast.net 
. Ce Sri anes LS C3 on um pn dp - 

To: SObrien368@aol.con 

Sheila, these reflections are truly beautiful. Thank you for organizing and 

sending them along to all. 

Love, 

Original message 

From: SObrien368 @aol.com 

> 

> 

> ....from Sue Zwick. Thank you, Sue. 

> 
> Often, right before the holidays : 

> I need to force myself to take some time 

> Alone. 

> 

> Ten minutes doesn't do it.... 

> we need to take more time to just walk away 

> from the many roles we , as women, fill. 

> 

> Slip on a kid's snowpants, 

> pull on your boots, 

> take a mug of coffee 

> ....and go outside. 

> 

> Stroll around your neighborhood, if you can 

> | ....but do it Alone. 
> 

> Shed the role of 

> helper oe boss ~ maid ~ chauffeur ~ laundress ~ confidante 

> ....and onmipotent-being. 

> 

> And once again, be a child of God. 

> 

> 

> Our hearts are made for Thee, O Lord 

> ....and will not rest 'til they rest in Thee. 
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Subj: Re: ND Women '77 ~ Advent 
~ Date: igri3000 3:16:12 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: Vil gin a.bisho p@com cast .net 

To: SObric =2n368@aol.com 

I was truly touched by the whimsy and depth of this reflection. 

Maybe we could just change the greeting from 'you look terrific’ to 'it is so 

wonderful to see you again'! and then we would all mean it ---all of us in this 

fragile boat, on the storming seas, in the gales of life. 

Original message 

From: SObrien368@aol.com 

> Trying to diet for Reunion 
> 

> But it's not going to work. 
> I like oreos, ice cream, crackers and anything salty 

> usually all together. 

> Paydays are particularly delightful 

> And Peanut M & M's are manna from heaven. 

> 

> My arms are flabby, are yours? 

> My shoes are "sturdy". 

> Parched doesn't begin to describe my skin. 

<sigh> 

> And, where are my glasses? They were just here 

> probably hiding with my keys to torment me. 

> Could you read that address to me? 

> 

> Louder, please. 

> 

> When you see me in June, please don't gasp 
> or say you look terrific". 

> 

> Just hug me, ok? 

> 
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Subj: Re: ND Women ‘77 ~ Advent 
Date: 12/8/2006 10:45:12 AM Central Daylight Time 
From: Jpwass 

To: 

Sheila- 

thank you for all of the wonderful, inspiring Advent messages. | enjoy them each morning! 

Joan Wass 
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Subj: Re: Thanks.... 
Date: 12/9/2006 11:12:45 AM Central Daylight Time 
From: Al 142 
To: 8 368 

Lee Ann just sent me your Advent e-mail. What a beautiful job. And the song from 
Cindy's friend is great. | still have to contact her for a letter. Ara's sending me to her. 
In bed today. Problems seeing. XOXOXO 
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Subj: Fwd: Fw: ND Women ‘77 ~ Advent 
Date: 6 4:14:27 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: ATPalmer42 
To: S 58 

Sent out your boffo Advent note to my buddies. Lee Ann sent it to me. (She's 
getting her head shaved today at wig guy. Her mom flew in for moral support.) Here 
is one of the responses. XOXOX 

Forwarded Message: 

Subj: Re: Fw: ND Women '77 ~ Advent 

Date: 12/9/2006 10:54:35 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: Barb641 
Ti . A TEPalmar: “3 

0. Al Fainmeras 

A.T. 
Thanks!!! immediately got out my Amy Grant CD that | have had for several years and listened again to 
Breath of Heaven (Mary's Song). | listened with a new appreciation. | was wrapping presents and thinking 
of all the things | had to do, it was good to stop and think about Advent. 
Thanks again, 
Barb 
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Subj: RE: ND Women '77 ~ Advent ~ Sunday afternoon 
Date: 12/10/2006 6:19:14 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: Cpe hian.org 
To: 0 

Calf. % 

Shiela, 

This passage from Phillipines, "I give thanks to my God at every remembrance of you" holds special meaning to 
me. It is on my daughter, Marcia's, headstone and | pray it often. 

Thanks for taking the time to keep us connected during this Advent season 

Cindy Parseghian 
President 
Ara Parseghian Medical Research Foundation 
(5620) 577-5106 

---- Original Message -—- 
From: "SObrien368@aol.com" <SObrien368@aol.com> 
Date: 12/10/06 2:05 pm 
To: "undisclosed-recipients:" 
Subj: ND Women '77 ~ Advent ~ Sunday afternoon 

| give thanks to my God at every remembrance of you, praying with joy in my 
every prayer for all of you. 

And, this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more and more 
in knowledge and every kind of perception, to discern what is of value.... 

Philippians 1:34, 9 
Epistle ~ Second Sunday of 

Advent 

A few moments of quiet... 

_Click here: Advent Reflection Week 2_ 
(http://www stelizabeth.org/advent/adweek2_06.html) 

We wait in joyful hope.... 
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Subj: RE: Touched 
Date: 12/10/2006 6:21:00 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: cpa hian@parseghian.org 

ol.com 

Sheila - | have a CD and accompanying book of Breath of Heaven that | would like to send to the lady suffering 
from breast cancer. If you send me the info - | will put it the mail. 

Cindy Parseghian 
President 
Ara Parseghian Medical Research Foundation 
(520) 577-5106 

---- Original Message -—-- 
From: "SObrien368@aol.com" <SObrien368@aol.com> 
Date: 12/10/06 2:48 pm 
To: "cparseghian@Parseghian.ORG" <cparseghian@Parseghian.ORG> 
Subj: Touched 

Dear Cindy, 

So many people were touched by your song. A woman in our class who was just 
diagnosed with breast cancer was particularly moved. 

The e-mail response was gratifying. 

Thank you, Cindy, for sharing it 

Love, Sheila 
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No, I don't have the receipt. I need the receipt? 
Yes, I understand. 

You can't help with the school party? You're busy? 
Sure, I'll bake them. 

Need the report this afternoon? In ten minutes? 

Will have it on your desk. 

Four more presents for business associates? Today? 
Sure honey, I'll get them. 

Work for you on Christmas Eve? Just for an hour? 
Let me check. 

From Ellen Duffy Naylor, thank you Ellen. 

Attributed to Mother Teresa 

People are often unreasonable and self-centered 
~ Forgive them anyway ~ 

If you are kind, people may accuse you of ulterior motives 
~ Be kind anyway ~ 

If you are honest, people may cheat you 
~ Be honest anyway ~ 

If you find happiness, people may be jealous 
~ Be happy anyway ~ 

The good you do today may be forgotten tomorrow 

~ Do good anyway ~ 

Give the world the best you have and it may never be enough 
~ Give your best anyway ~ 

~ For you see, in the end, it is between you and God 
It was never between you and them anyway ~ 
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Subj: RE: ND Women '77 ~ Advent ~ Week Three 
Date: 12/20/2006 12:16:17 PM Central Deviant Time 
From: Dr gy 
To: ~~ SObrien368@aol.c 

~ Sheila 

I am using these daily messages as a life line - thank you so much 

Here is some more info on the prayer that Ellen Duffy sent 

I went to see The Roches in concert earlier this month in San Diego. They have 

put this prayer to music beautifully. It's on their CD called Zero Church. 

They explained that although they also heard it was attributed to Mother Teresa, 
they have were contacted by someone representing a man who was President of the 

Harvard Student Council sometime in the 60s. He claims to have written this to 

the members of the Student Council at Harvard. Tt resonates and has beamed 

around the world. Who knows the real story 7 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

Debbie McGraw 

From: SObrien368@aol.com [mailto:SObrien368@aol.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 20, 2006 5:47 AM 
To: SObrien368@aol.com 
Subject: ND Women '77 ~ Advent ~ Week Three 

  

  

It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year! 

~ A parking spot! Cut me off. 
Gee, thanks. 
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Let me check. 

From Ellen Duffy Naylor, thank you Ellen. 

Attributed to Mother Teresa 

People are often unreasonable and self-centered 
~ Forgive them anyway ~ 

If you are kind, people may accuse you of ulterior motives 
~ Be kind anyway ~ 

If you are honest, people may cheat you 
~ Be honest anyway ~ 

If you find happiness, people may be jealous 
~ Be happy anyway ~ 

The good you do today may be forgotten tomorrow 
~ Do good anyway ~ 

Give the world the best you have and it may never be enough 
~ Give your best anyway ~ 

~ For you see, in the end, it is between you and God 
It was never between you and them anyway ~ 

gt 

The y will receive blessin gs from the Lord 
1. L . 3 : NA 

.s X11 d ju stice from th €1ir savi ng Uo «a. 

Re sponsori al Psalm 

December 20 

We wait in joyful hope. 

Check out the new AOL. Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to 
millions .of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more. 
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Sub Re: ND Women ‘77 ~ Advent ~ Week Three 
Date: 12/20/2006 4:41:49 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: Susanfrani1 
To; SObrien368 

Dearesr, 

I was (am???) having a day from hell, and these words made me take a step back. 

I now have them posted above my computer....you have, once again, prevented me from 
strangling someone, just because : 

Peace, love, and lotsa rum balls 

Original Message 
From: SObrien368@aol.com 

To: SObrien368@aol.com 

Sent: Wed, 20 Dec 2006 7:46 AM 
Subject: ND Women '77 ~ Advent ~ Week Three 

  

  

It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year! 

A parking spot! Cut me off. 
Gee, thanks. 

No, I don't have the receipt. I need the receipt? 
Yes, I understand. 

You can't help with the school party? You're busy? 

Sure, I'll bake them. 

Need the report this afternoon? In ten minutes? 

Will have it on your desk. 

Four more presents for business associates? Today? 
Sure honey, I'll get them. 

Work for you on Christmas Eve? Just for an hour? 
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Subj: Re: ND Women ‘77 ~ Advent ~ Week Three 
Date: 12/22/2006 
From: oral 1 
To: 

Dear Sheila, 

| have enjoyed the Advent reflections very much. They have helped me 
enter more deeply into the season. Thank you so much for taking the time 
to coordinate it all. Today's reflection was especially meaningful for 
me. 

As Christmas approaches, | hope that all of the waiting in joyful hope 
that you have done helps to make your Christmas so very special. Enjoy! 

| came across the following Christmas Blessing by Joyce Rupp the other 
day. | thought of you. 

May there be harmony in all your relationships. May sharp words, envious 
thoughts, and hostile feelings be dissolved. 

May you give and receive love generously. May this love echo in your 
heart like the joy of church bells on a clear December day. 

May each person who comes into your life be greeted as another Christ. May 
the honor given the Babe of Bethlehem be that which you extend to every 
guest who enters your presence. 

May the hope of this sacred season settle in your soul. May it be a 
foundation of courage for you when times of distress occupy your inner 
land. 

May the wonder and awe that fills the eyes of children be awakened within 
you. May it lead you to renewed awareness and appreciation of whatever 
you too easily take for granted. 

May the bonds of love for one another be strengthened as you gather your 
family and friends around the table of festivity and nourishment. 

May you daily open the gift of your life and be grateful for the hidden 
treasures it contains. 

May the coming year be one of good health for you. May you have energy 
and vitality. May you care well for your body, mind, and spirit. 

May you keep your eye on the star within you and trust this Luminescent 
Presence to guide you and direct you each day. 

May you go often to the Bethlehem of your heart and visit the One who 
offers you peace. May you bring this peace into our world. : 

Blessings and love, 

Peggy 
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And we looked like the King amily 

Or the year Santa couldn't find half the presents 

Men in suits, mother in a dress and pearls 

No microwave, vet everything hot. 

And that silly aluminum trees with the light! 

Ok, here we are. The party. 

Put that smile on 

Be neighborl y. 

But, against the lights of red and green.......the dim blue surrounds my heart. 

Gracious God, 

While we wait for you 

We wait for others to be with us again. 

Help us celebrate this moment 

And remember moments of happiness long past. 

Make the bittersweet less bitter 

as we traverse this road together to You 

Where the party will go on and on and on..... 

We wait in jouful hope... 
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Re: ND Women '77 ~ Advent ~ Week Three 

Dear Sheila, 

Thanks for this. | lost my mom this year, my sister 3 years ago and my dad 41 years ago. | have lots of sweet 
memories, but right now they sting like a sunburn and ache like my knees in the cold and rain. But Advent is about 
looking ahead! It helps to be reminded that we don't have to live up to the Christmas in the commercials: Fun fun 
fun! Stuff stuff stuff! 

Have a blessed and peaceful Christmas, 

Original message from SObrien368@aol.com; -------------- 
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Just one more neighborhood party. 

Put on the red sweater and black pants 

and head down the street. 

Wanna See the inside ot that house anyway. 

o
r
"
 

t
e
 ears today. 

eems like yesterday and seems like so long ago. 

~ ~ 

<
n
 

ish she had seen the kids. ul
 

; 
UN
) 

he'd be proud. 

But, she'd have a comment on my hair. 

She aheays had a comment on my hair. 

I miss mv mother. 

I miss being mothered 

someone else making dinner, being "in charge", having the holidays 

So many Christmases swirl in my heart   The year she dressed us all in Kelly green 
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Subj: Thanks 
Date: 12/25/2006 9:38:18 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: janenb@kc.rr.com 
To: 

Sheila — Just want to let you know how much I enjoyed the Lenten 
reflections. It really helped make my days, leading up to Christmas. 
special. Thank you so much for thinking of all of us. May you and your 
family have a healthy and blessed New Year. Hugs, Jane 
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May we who claim her name 

say "yes" to her Child 

and be light for each other 

and the world 

now and forever. 

Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 

which shall be to all people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

which is Christ the Lord. 

Luke 2:10-11 

The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness has not overcome it. 

John 1:5 

Merry Christmas! 

Thank you for this journey together. 

love, S heila   
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Subj: Re: ND Women ‘77 ~ Christmas 
Date: 12/26/2006 1:06:50 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: jsnoble@cox.net 
To: SObrien368@aol.com 

Sheila, : : : : 
Thanks so much for organizing this. I've really enjoyed these little "mini-meditations" throughout the season. 
Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year. 

Janet Noble 

Original Message 
From: SObrien368@aol.com 
To: SObrien368@aol.com 

Sent: Monday, December 25, 2006 1:37 AM 
Subject: ND Women '77 ~ Christmas 

And, so... 

It all began with a simple "ves" from this young dirl. 
Through her 

Light entered the world 

and our hearts forever. 

She is the mother of the Light 

the mother of God 

and our mother 

Our Lady 
Notre Dame   
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and be light for each other 

and the world 

now and forever. 

Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 

which shall be to all people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

which is Christ the Lord. 

Luke 2:10-11 

The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness has not overcome 1t. 

John 1:5 

Merry Christmas! 

Thank you for this journey together. 

Love, Sheila 
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Subj: Re: ND Women '77 ~ Christmas 
Date: 12/26/2006 5:38:33 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: mscheifhout@juno.com 

Ka TO, SObrien368@aocl.com 

Sheila, thank you for sending on the Advent messages. They were a blessing this 

holiday season. 

P atty Schdthont 

On Mon; 25 Vee 2006.02:37:20 EST B0bsien308% nol com writes: 

And, so... 

It all began with a simple "yes" from this young girl. 

Through her 

Light entered the world 

and our hearts forever. 

She is the mother of the Light 

the mother of God 

and our mother 

Our Lady 

Notre Dame 

May we who claim her name 

say 'yes' to her Child   
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May we who claim her name 

say 'yes' to her Child 

and be light for each other 

and the world 

now and forever. 

Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 

which shall be to all people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

which is Christ the Lord. 

Luke 2:10-11 

The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness has not overcome it. 

John 1:5 

Merry Christmas! 

Thank you for this journey together. 

Love, Sheila 
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Subj: RE: ND Women '77 ~ Christmas 
Date: 12/26/2006 4:46:18 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: Clatroni@lhup.edu 
To: ~~ SObrien368@aol.com 

Thank you, | 

I hope your holidays will bring much happiness , health and peace for the new year. 

thanx for putting this out to all of us, 

: Carol 

And, so... 

It all began with a simple "yes" from this young girl. 

Through her 

Light entered the world 

and our hearts forever. 

She is the motherol the Light 

the mother of God 

and our mother 

Our Lady 

Notre Dame 
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May we who claim her name 

say "yes" to her Child 

and be light for each other 

and the world 

now and forever. 

Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 

which shall be to all people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

which is Christ the Lord. 

Luke 2:10-11 

The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness has not overcome it. 

John 1:5 

Merry Christmas! 

Thank you tor this journey together. 

love, Sheila 

><< mary_baby_jesus.jpg >> 

re Get all the scan ie. el ail tne Scoop. 
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Subj: RE: ND Women ‘77 ~ Christmas 
Date: 12/27/2006 2:17:16 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: tbfitz@msn.con 
To: 

Sheila- 

Thank you for so many very inspiring and comforting and encouraging messages. | found myself truly looking 
forward to these presents during Advent. | am only sorry that | did not contribute. It is heartwarming to know that 
other people share my faith in a manner that is completely familiar. May God Bless you and your family with 
sunshine and health and happiness in this coming New Year. 

Beth Lavins Fitzgerald 

From: SObrien368@aol.com 

To: SObrien368@aol.com 
Subject: ND Women 77 ~ Christmas 

Date: Mon, 25 Dec 2006 02:37:26 EST 

2] 
  

| 
| 
| 

  
  

And, so... 

It all began with a simple "yes" from this young girl. 

Through her 

Light entered the world 

and our hearts forever. 

She is the mother of the Light 

the mother of God 

and our mother 

Our Lady 
Notre Dame 
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May we who claim her name 

say "yes" to her Child 

and be light for each other 

and the world 

now and forever. 

Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 

which shall be to all people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

which is Christ the Lord. 
Luke 2:10-11 
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Re: ND Women ‘77 ~ Christmas 
12/29/2006 11:12:49 AM Central Daylight Time 
~ 

Celtiecu 
SObrien368 

Thank you for the advent "gifts" they were much appreciated! 
Rebecca 

Original Message 
From: SObrien368@aol.com 
To: SObrien368@aol.com 
Sent: Mon, 25 Dec 2006 2:37 AM 

Subject: ND Women '77 ~ Christmas 

And, so... 

It all began with a simple "yes" from this young girl. 

Through her 

Light entered the world 

and our hearts forever. 

She is the mother of the Light 

the mother of God 

and our mother 

Our Lady 

Notre Dame 
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Subj: Re: ND Women '77 ~ Christmas 
Date: 12/29/2006 3:30:52 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: virginia.bishop@comcast.net 

. a5 ba 33 ro vs TY ED AN vn NE " To: SObrien368@aol.com 

Hi Sheila, | 
Thank you for the uplifting messages of hope and understanding through this 

holy season. 

May God continue to bless you and your family in the New Year! 

Love, 

Original message 

From: SObrien368@aol.com 

=> 

> 

> And, so... 

> 

> Tt all began with a simple "yes" from this young girl. 

Through her 

Light entered the world 

and our hearts forever. 

She is the mother of the Light 

the mother of God 

and our mother 

Our Lady 

Notre Dame 

May we who claim her name 

say "yes" to her Child 

and be light for each other 

and the world 

now and forever . 

Fear Got: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 

which shall be to all people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

which is Christ the Lord. 

> 

> 

> 

fae 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

= 

> 

> Luke 2:10-11 
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See you at Reunion in June! 

Love, Sheila 
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Subj: Re: Happy New Year! 
Date: 1/1/2007 2:27:15 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: mtob@vermontel.net 
To: SObrien368@aol.com 

Happy New Year to you, too, Sheila. Thank you for the Advent offerings; they were beautiful. 
Mary 

Original Message 

From: SObrien368@aol.com 
To: darlenem27@hotmail.com ; Janepitz@aol.com ; afisher@nd.edu ; kakmona@hotmail.com ; 
mmccarthy@wrigley.com ; Susanfran11@aol.com ; jlenz@nd.edu ; m3d@megalink.net ; poloeast@comcast.net ; 
pklepper@yahoo.com ; kwanders@adelphia.net ; Eodaday@aol.com ; virginia.bishop@comcast.net ; 
jecobrien2@comcast.net ; Elaine.Cerny@indiana-ins.com ; bdellsworth@sbcglobal.net ; larusso@JonesDay.com ; 
cshort@reedsmith.com ; susan@MMRVT.COM ; maloney@gtu.edu ; Patterson@usmpagency.com ; joanie- 
b@adelphia.net ; GBUSH@hersheytrust.com ; sohearnbrennan@galileo.com ; brydie.ragan@gmail.com ; 
Kmbhowell@aol.com ; CLatroni@lhup.edu ; LGirou3@aol.com ; marian_sullivan@hotmail.com ; 
AMoriarty@ameripath.com ; RENaylor@wispertel.net ; mhayes@batescarey.com ; mbkelly77@hotmail.com ; 
sphillips@roverusa.com ; DebraDEBRAGRADY @aol.com ; mmtrharris@earthlink.net ; 
sueaugustus@earthlink.net ; dimgormley@qwest.net ; JBlow44900@aol.com ; Kathy Graham@notes.ntrs.com ; 

ACooke@imf.org ; LIb454@yahoo.com ; OJAYNE@aol.com ; ppm.sam@cox.net ; marymcg@speakeasy.net ; 
msample@att.net ; mwbrown2000@yahoo.com ; bzmom4life@astound.net ; cathleenbrownell@alumni.nd.edu ; 
PatCAtWoodside@aol.com ; mshutters@wi.rr.com ; Chg111@aol.com ; goralski@comneti.com ; 
jblanck@kl.com ; abelson@uiuc.edu ; janenb@kc.rr.com ; boy-con@comcast.net ; kbeenen@comcast.net ; 
ebkrutt@yahoo.com ; wedazoo@cableone.net ; DomerGal77@aol.com ; ssullivanjd@comcast.net ; 
DMcgraw@ucsd.edu ; jmiller@anmm.gov.au ; EllenMyler@aol.com ; JKLanduyt@aol.com ; 
moiras@cerebratemarketing.com ; jsnoble@cox.net ; Bevashenden@aol.com ; domer7779@hotmail.com ; 

karasfamily@att.net ; robinfranciscovich@hotmail.com ; Mspalmetto42@aol.com ; JDZahren@aol.com ; 
Msacrowley@aol.com ; kdaneu@cox.net ; leadwithsoul@mac.com ; marytcurtin@yahoo.com ; 
bcevatt@san.rr.com ; Donna.Hinton@quixtar.com ; cjrpillai@juno.com ; kidler4@aol.com ; hurtj72@hotmail.com ; 
DEFOORJ@aol.com ; KarenSikorski@alumni.nd.edu ; kandrews@mailbmc.com ; frankovelgiac@leaders.ccl.org ; 
e.hughes-cromwick@comecast.net ; MUHND77@aol.com ; pculhane@loy.org ; tbfitz@msn.com ; 
dana.nahlen@eds.com ; mkimovecgrutsch@yahoo.com ; Irisimosej@aol.com ; kluwho@hotmail.com ; 
msgates@sbcgiobal.net ; candace.c.carson.23@nd.edu ; jcmc@wowway.com ; csimmons@dalycity.org ; 
coachkdv23@comcast.net ; Jaraabe@aol.com ; Laura9753@aol.com ; Joannetand@aol.com ; 
teravid@yahoo.com ; laura.b.campbell@verizon.net ; cparseghian@parseghian.org ; vmzurblis@yahoo.com ; 
Rmartino@harrisalternatives.com ; plasonde@superonline.com ; mary.s.burns@sbcglobal.net ; 
judyd20@hotmail.com ; charroun@yahoo.com ; emurphy@cmbarchitects.com ; robin.jenkins@nelnet.net ; 
mgillespie@cmpbglaw.com ; rannbeck@hotmail.com ; edrcpapc@cox.net ; tcstark@nstci.com ; 
theworkingset@yahoo.com ; Ellen.OConnor@jefferson.edu ; Cattieu@ecc.edu ; smiefevre@sbcglobal.net ; 
JudyKing1111@yahoo.com ; SObrien368@aol.com ; mgessner@gesu.com ; ND7677@aol.com ; 
simbot@earthlink.net ; Mflackh@aol.com ; mtob@vermontel.net ; krisbros@insightbb.com ; 
keirendsmith@comcast.net ; jscanlon@geo-centers.com ; domer77@sbcglobal.net ; nareehs@hotmail.com ; 
NDAASSOC1@aol.com ; jefkit@comcast.net ; JanTxlrish@aol.com ; bin@apmadison.com ; 

gariglianob.law@Tomrana.com ; PETennant@aol.com ; maureen.oneill@law.oxford.ac.uk ; 
maryellenambrose@comecast.net ; judybullock@nc.rr.com ; kmetzinger@bumail.bradley.edu ; 
ExecutiveDirector@nmdaonline.com ; lindacurgian@yahoo.com ; Celtiecu@aol.com ; ddewan@austin.rr.com ; 

Jpwass@aol.com ; MKJKKKCK@aol.com ; Smatson01@aol.com ; Andypinehurst@hotmail.com ; 
mccarthy 1@earthlink.net ; BUSHMKK@aol.com ; sdrago@jamestown.wnyric.org ; jeullen@cullenlawfirm.com : 
Goldenorg@aol.com ; coogs@optonline.net ; cmarciniak@ric.org ; krafferty@netzero.net ; SSkk4@aol.com ; 
mschelfhout@juno.com ; Susyben@aol.com ; Ccherryman@aol.com ; Mfxw@cox.net ; jdtall@comcast.net 
ecarnahan@seyencapital.com ; jane@mtco.com 
Sent: Sunday, December 31, 2006 5:26 PM 
Subject: Happy New Year! 

Happy New Year! 
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Subj: ND77: Reunion 2007: What a blast! 
Date: ~~ 6/6/2007 7:44:36 AM Central Daylight Time 
From: pklepperf@yahoo.com 

To: ~~ sobrien368@AOL.COM 

Dear Classmates, 

What a rollicking good time we had at Reunion! Four short days to reconnect, rejoice in each other, reclaim the 
campus as ours, and then finally to bid Adieu. We celebrated old friends and made new ones. We laughed, we 
sang, we prayed, we laughed some more. Need | mention that we partied? We even survived the relocation of 
the Refreshment Tent to Debartolo Quad, but not without some improvisation and repeated use of the Hospitality 
Room in Breen-Phillips. Our Class, it seems, is very hospitable. 

Here is a run-down of events and, most importantly, recognition of volunteers for our Class events. We truly 
could not do this without you! Forgive me if | don't have a complete list. If your name doesn't appear, your 
assistance is nevertheless most deeply appreciated. ; 

THURSDAY: 
For many of us, this was travel and registration day and the first of many days to begin staring at people's navels. 
Or, more accurately, the nametags hanging in front of them. It's a bit of a transition, making the connection from 
our memories of people to their present good looks, but we all good-naturedly managed and adjusted. 

The Class Party at 9 PM in Breen-Phillips Hall was our first gathering. Musical hits from the 70's played from 
Brian Lopina's iPod boom box, while the slideshow of classmate photos assembled by Rob Tully projected 
against a wall. Food, drinks, but especially the people made for quite an evening. | understand that John 
Likovich made a nice donation to help cover costs, supplemented by those of us who pitched bills into the 
collection bucket. Rob Tully chaired this event, and no doubt he got by with a little help from his friends. Jay 
Pittas reportedly fronted the costs for the drinks. Our thanks to all who contributed photos, bought, schlepped 
("Sherpas!" as Bob Blanck would later interject), set-up, attended, donated funds, and cleaned up. 

Still have photos in boxes that you intended to send to Rob? Hang onto those pics; we may develop the project 
and make an even bigger slideshow! Please stay tuned. 

FRIDAY: : 
We began our chosen activities: Seminars, tours, sleeping off the night before. Those of us who stayed in B-P 
"B-P Babes" once again for many of the ladies) relived the good old days of multiple stair flights, shared 
restrooms, no air conditioning, and yes, even a cockroach or two that would rival those fine specimens tacked 
onto a bulletin board in Badin Hall freshman year. Young again in spirit, the campus was ours. 

Many of us attended the Town Hall Meeting at DeBartolo Performing Arts Center Friday afternoon. University 
President Father John Jenkins, Provost Tom Burish, and Executive VP John Affleck-Graves gave an overview of 
"the University's goals, recent institutional initiatives, and the campus master plan." (Quoting from the program.) 

Included in the campus master plan was a slideshow of how the campus developed historically. As noted, the 
1842 slide was a bit of a misrepresentation: Fr. Sorin didn't travel to campus on neatly paved roads! 

A big surprise to classmate Dan Towle was the mention and photo of his daughter Meg, recipient of a highly 
competitive and prestigious Marshall Scholarship. Of all recipients, Meg was chosen as the one who potentially 
would make the best contribution to society upon completion of her studies. She and Dan are founding members 
of the Touching Tiny Lives Foundation, which provides care to orphaned children in HIV/Aids-stricken Lesotho. 

Incidentally, this fledgling foundation, which is deeply rooted in ND and has been highlighted in a couple issues of 
ND Magazine, may soon receive some high-profile media attention. If you have an area of expertise which may 
benefit this good cause (not-for-profit experience, business, computer, development, promotion, medical, you 
name it), Dan would love to hear from you. It truly is about time, talent, and treasure. For more information, see 
touchingtinylives.org. Contact information is listed therein. : 

Classmate Phil Volpe (Brigadier General, US Army) was the guest speaker at the Flag Retreat Ceremony Friday 
afternoon in front of the library reflecting pool. Afterward, in a surprise announcement by Chuck Lennon of the 
Alumni Association, we learned that Phil is to receive the Corby Award at the Navy game next fall! 
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Congratulations, Phil! It is an honor deeply deserved for all you have done in your many years of service to our 
country. And how wonderful to have your close Domer friends in attendance, too! 

That's right: the third major Alumni Association award within a year to a member of the Class of 1977. Dooley 
Award: Dan Towle. Sorin Award: Sheila O'Brien. Corby Award: Phil Volpe. What a Class! 

We then joyfully gathered in Breen-Phillips Chapel for our Class Mass. This liturgy was planned by Darlene 
Palma Connelly and Dan Towle, with musical ministry by Ginger McGowan Bishop (cantor), her husband Dan 
Bishop (guitar), and Elaine Cerny's father, Dr. William Cerny (flute). Austin Collins CSC presided. This Mass is 
traditionally where we remember our deceased Classmates, and in their honor, Darlene prepared a beautiful 
presentation board with their photos. Darlene also prepared the Mass leaflets, which Bridget O'Donnell 

Provenzano folded. The prayers previously submitted by classmates were woven by Dan Towle into the Prayers 
of the Faithful. During this prayer, a beautiful red rose was placed in a vase on either side of the altar as the 
name of each of our deceased was read, in witness to their memory and their reunion with God. Afterward, many 
of the roses were placed in Our Lady's care in the Grotto. Others involved in the liturgy include gift bearers Anne 
Montague and Thom Segerson; lector Candy Carson; flowers Rich Wanders, Karen (Abraham) Wanders, Polly 
(Mack) Spangler, and Sarah Hadley; Eucharistic ministers Ellen (Callahan) O'Connor, Candy Carson, and Pat 
Klepper. How wonderful that Sr. Jean Lenz was able to join us! 

The highlight of the evening of course was our Class Dinner, which was held in the comfortable yet acoustically- 
challenged North Dining Hall. Rob Tully and Darlene shared MC duties. The entertainment was memorable 
even if the food wasn't. We learned from Rob that the ND student hall managers assigned to our dorm were 
cautioned to watch us every minute. Apparently our Class has a reputation for a bit of innocent mischief (Who, 
us?): Golf carts left for missing, magnetic signs borrowed from Reunion shuttle vehicles, something about a keg 
in the dorm at a past reunion.... 

In the awards portion of the evening, recipient of the Most Hair Award (a bottle of hair gel) went to Thomas 
Walrath. Competition was pretty tough, with a field of 18 contenders. It was a sight to behold! 

Lisa Becker traveled furthest, from Tokyo. Her prize, a stuffed animal traveling companion. 

Caren, was that you who received the prize for most grandchildren? (as | said, acoustically challenged room) 
She received a "Baby Irish" DVD. 

Finally, Christine Fahrenbach received some party gear, a deck of cards and a bottle jersey, for having the most 
degrees: four. Her succinct explanation: No kids! She also says she's still in debt. 

We recognized Pat Hall for 30 years in the Air Force, and Kevin Kelly for his many years of service as an officer of 
the Class. Kevin has stepped down as Class Treasurer. Our new treasurer is Bob Blanck. Thanks to alll 

Finally, the long-awaited highlight of the evening: Stand-up comedy by our own Dom Fanuele. Dom did not 
disappoint! His impression of the fictitious mafia-type Football Ticket Manager, his list of Fictitious Seminars, and 
his Top Ten List of Things You Won't Hear at Reunion were funny beyond laughter. Thanks, Dom, for a truly 
hilarious evening. 

If anybody recorded this, would you please upload it on YouTube and notify us? 

Afterwards, the women enjoyed Dainty Maid cookies and punch as they gathered to celebrate their closeness as 
a result of Sheila O'Brien's Birthday List. Profound thanks to the ladies who helped shape all the events for the 
women of the Class: Anne Dilenschneider, Candace Carson, Elizabeth Corbin Murphy, Ellen Duffy Naylor, Ellen 
Keane Rutt, Lynn Mertensotto Girouard, Marybeth Ward Brown, Molly McGuire Sample, Nancy Cueroni, Pat 
Tack Tennant, Patter Birsic, Patty Metcalf Klepper, Peggy O'Rourke Roberts, Phyllis Provost McNeil (bracelets 
may still be ordered: ppm.sam@cox.net), Sheila O'Brien, and Susan M. Gretkowski. : : 

SATURDAY: 

~ Class photo: Not so challenging, except maybe for the numerous late-stragglers who rushed up to take part, to 
the cheer of the rest of us. "Go! Go! Go" 
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The Celebration of Coeducation Brunch for women was phenomenal from start to finish! NDAA President-Elect 
Cecilia (Cey) Prinster shared her thoughts, then Missy Conboy showed a video about the history of women's 
sports at ND. Maureen O'Neill gave a marvelous introduction of her uncle, which included a humorous recitation 

of how her roommate, Marilyn Tomasko Sammarco and the women of BP first learned the identity of her uncle, 
Fr.Hesburgh. Fr. Hesburgh was expected to only make a few closing remarks, but he honored us with a 
generous talk about his early influences and the history of the coeducation process. It was a morning of many 
blessings. Considerable thanks to Sheila O'Brien and Karen Putt of the Alumni Association for making this 
wonderful event possible. : 

Saturday afternoon was for more seminars, tours, whatever one pleased. The ones | attended were excellent, 
and I've heard wonderful things about the others. Here's the list: 

Melting Ice Caps: The Sputnik of This Generation 
Shane Carew '77 

Council Wars! Parish Councils & Lay Leadership 
Richard T. Spangler, M.D. '77 

25 Questions for Notre Dame Women 
Jane H. Genzel '77, 
Karen C. Metzinger '77 

Irish Wine Tasting 
Andrew Waterhouse '77, 

A Lively Debate: What Can You Expect from the New Congress And Who is Our Next President Going To Be? 
Brian Lopina '77, 

Hon. Joseph S. Donnelly '77, '81JD, | understand Rob Tully stepped in at some point, too. 

Bless this Mess: Spirituality for Women who are Stressed 
Rev. Anne M. Dilenschneider '77 

Domers, Diapers, and Dreams- Bringing Life to Lesotho's Orphans 
Daniel J. Towle ,M.D. '77 

A sudden downpour reminded us that we truly were in South Bend.... 

Then the Reunion Mass at 5:15 PM in the Basilica. Liturgy at its finest, broadcast on the Hallmark Channel the 
next morning. Stephanie Urillo was a gift bearer; Patty Metcalf Klepper was a lector. 

Finally, the All Class Banquet in the Joyce ACC. Our long-awaited opportunity to see the Sorin Award presented 
to Sheila O'Brien. It was worth the wait. Congratulations, Sheila! 

Take good care, all of you, and thanks once again. It was awesome. 

My personal thanks to the Class Officers, without whom a lot of this would not have happened. 

We'll do it again in 5! 

Thursday, July 26, 2007 America Online: SObrien368  



Subj: Sheila, need your help in sending this out to all -- | keep getting it back; 
Date: 7/16/2007 6:01:39 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: LGiroud 
To: SObrien368 

Ladies, 

| need your prayers and thoughts for my brother and his family next week. My 

brother, class of 81, Alumni Hall, Finance major, is undergoing major surgery 
away from his Houston home. He will be in LA for the surgery for removal of a 
tumor near his ear inside his skull. He has been told the tumor is non-cancerous, 
but needs to be removed. The LA surgeon has major experience in this area | am 
told. Very lengthy surgery and a month plus recovery. It will impact his 
permanent hearing and some other complications we are praying will not occur. 

Please think of him next week, surgery is July 24th. His wife will accompany him 
and the grandparents will watch their two children (almost 7 and almost 2). 

He's not talking much about it and we totally understand why, but we need all the 
prayers and positive thoughts we can get across the world. His very close friend, 
another ND grad, same year and roomie, is ving | in Japan for a few years for 
work and is also praying for them. 

Anyone able to get to the Grotto, please light a candle for Bob. Your thoughts and 
prayers are greatly appreciated by our entire family. My uncle (ND Holy Cross 
priest and prof) is saying mass for him on Monday. It has been a very hard few 
months knowing that this day was coming and now it is here. Many thanks, Lynn 
Mertensotto Girouard 

Get a sneak peek of the all-new AOL.com. 
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Mertensotto update 
7/25/2007 3:23:41 PM Central Daylight Time 
LGirou3 
susan@MMRVT.COM, SObrien368, darleneclassof77@gmail.com, janepitz@sbcglobal.net, 
afisher@nd.edu, kakmona@hotmail.com, mmccarthy@wrigley.com, 

john_miriam_jones@mail. msj.edu, Susanfrani1, jlenz@nd.edu, m3d@megalink.net, 
poloeast@comcast.net, pklepper@yahoo.com, kwanders@adelphia.net, Eodaday, 

virginia.bishop@comcast.net, jcobrien2@comcast.net, Elaine.Cerny@indiana-ins.com, 
bdellsworth@sbcglobal.net, larusso@JonesDay.com, cshort@reedsmith.com, maloney@gtu.edu, 
Patterson@usmpagency.com, joanie-b@comcast.net, GBUSH@hersheytrust.com, 
sohearnbrennan@galileo.com, brydie.ragan@gmail.com, Kmbhowell, CLatroni@lhup.edu, 
marian_sullivan@hotmail.com, AMoriarty@ameripath.com, RENaylor@wispertel.net, 
mhayes@batescarey.com, mbkelly 77 @hotmail.com, sphillips@roverusa.com, 
DebraDEBRAGRADY, mmtrharris@earthlink. net, sueaugustus@earthlink, net, 
dimgormiey@qwest.net, JBlow44900, Kathy _Graham@notes.ntrs.com, ACooke@imf.org, 
Lisa.Becker@pfizer.com, OJAYNE, ppm.sam@cox.net, marymcg@speakeasy. net, 
msample@att.net, mwbrown2000@yahoo.com, bzmom4life@astound.net, 
cathleenbrownell@alumni.nd.edu, PatCAtWoodside, mshutters@wi.rr.com, Chg1i11, 
Gorunningword, jblanck@kl.com, abelson@uiuc.edu, janenb@kc.rr.com, boy-con@comcast.net, 
kbeenen@comecast.net, ebkrutt@yahoco.com, wedazoo@cableone.net, DomerGal77, 
ssullivanjd@comcast.net, DMcgraw@ucsd.edu, jmiller@anmm.gov.au, EllenMyler, JKLanduyt, 
moiras@cerebratemarketing.com, jsnoble@cox.net, Bevashenden, domer7779@hotmail.com, 
karasfamily@att.net, robinfranciscovich@hotmail.com, Mspalmetto42, JDZahren, Msacrowley, 
kdaneu@cox.net, leadwithsoul@mac.com, marytcurtin@yahoo.com, bcevatt@san.rr.com, 
Donna.Hinton@quixtar.com, ¢jrpillai@juno.com, kidler4, hurtj72@hotmail.com, DEFOORJ, 
KarenSikorski@alumni.nd.edu, kandrews@mailbmc.com, frankovelgiac@leaders.ccl.org, 
e.hughes-cromwick@comcast.net, MUHND77, pculhane@loy.org, tbfitz@msn.com, 

dana.nahlen@eds.com, mkimovecgrutsch@yahoo.com, Irisimosej, kluwho@hotmail.com, 
msgates@sbcglobal.net, candace.c.carson.23@nd.edu, jcmc@wowway.com, 
csimmons@dalycity.org, coachkdv23@comcast.net, Jaraabe, Laura 9753, Joannetand, 
teravid@yahoo.com, laura.b.campbell@verizon.net, cparseghian@parseghian.org, 
vmzurblis@yahoo.com, Rmartino@harrisalternatives.com, plasonde@superonline.com, 
swanfeldt2@sbcglobal.net, mary.s.burns@sbcglobal.net, judyd20@hotmail.com, 
charroun@yahoo.com, emurphy@cmbarchitects.com, robin.jenkins@nelnet.net, 
mgillespie@cmpbglaw.com, rannbeck@hotmail.com, edrcpapc@cox.net, testark@nstci.com, 
theworkingset@yahoo.com, Ellen.OConnor@jefferson.edu, Cattieu@ecc.edu, 
smiefevre@sbcglobal.net, JudyKing1111@yahoo.com, mgessner@gesu.com, ND7677, 

simbot@earthlink.net, Mflackh, mtob@vermontel.net, krisbros@insightbb.com, 
keirendsmith@comcast.net, JANET. SCANLON@saic.com, domer77 @sbcglobal.net, 

nareehs@hotmail.com, NDA ASSOC, jefkit@comcast.net, JanTxlrish, bijn@apmadison.com, 
gariglianob.law@Tomrana.com, PETennant, maureen.oneill@law.oxford.ac.uk, 

maryellenambrose@comcast.net, judybullock@nc.rr.com, kmetzinger@bumail.bradley.edu, 
ExecutiveDirector@nmdaonline.com, lindacurgian@yahoo.com, Celtiecu, ddewan@austin.rr.com, 
Jpwass, MKJKKKCK, Smatson01, Andypinehurst@hotmail.com, mccarthy 1@earthlink.net, 
BUSHMKK, suedrago@stny.rr.com, jeullen@cullenlawfirm.com, Goldenorg, coogs@optonline.net, 
cmarciniak@ric.org, krafferty@netzero.net, SSkk4, mschelfhout@juno.com, Susyben, Ccberryman, 
Mfxw@cox.net, jdtall@comcast.net, kmillerci@yahoo.com, ecarnahan@seyencapital.com, 
jane@mitco.com, rbwbionerd@yahoo.com, bonitabibi2000@yahoo.com, reneerozelle@yahoo.com, 
sharonwinnike@comcast.net, wattsupjas@comcast.net, annmanion@msn.com, 
fhbayer@bellsouth.net, mariao@uucw.org, rebaram@fuse.net, sue22055@yahoo.com, AEFisele, 
pollymspangler@yahoo.com, damjb@sbcglobal.net, rosemariedicola@hotmail.com, 
specters@cox.net, cfahrenbach@cruzio.com, susandalton3180@msn.com, Sjbdpb, 
jlammers@adelphia.net, mcfadden@beeline-online.net : 

Ladies, 

My brother's surgery was more difficult than expected. It took eight plus hours. 
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So far, we know that he is making normal progress for his surgery (Acoustic 
Neuromal/left ear). 

His wife has not been able to see him yet; the nurses indicated that he woke 
three times last night, no major vomiting or vertigo yet. He is being monitored in 
intensive care for 24 hours. She should be with him now, but we have not heard. 
We assume all is well since no call yet. 

She was very pleased with the doctors, hospital and told my Dad that it was the 
right decision to go to LA vs. staying in Houston where they live. 

My special thanks to all of you for your thoughts and prayers, masses, candles 
and good positive thoughts. My family thanks you tremendously. He will leave LA 

in a wheel chair due to balance issues for a while and will be on leave for one 
month. Time to heal will be a challenge for my brother -- he is not used to be 
home day in and day out. 

As Father Ted said at our brunch, come Holy Spirit. All of us felt the warmth 
of your prayers and positive thoughts. God bless all of you, Lynn Mertensotto 
Girouard 

Get a sneak peek of the all-new AOL.com. 
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Alumni Association to present two awards at 
Reunion ‘07 
By: Angela Sienko & 

Shannon Chapla 

Date: May 29, 2007 

The University of Notre Dame Alumni Association will present two awards 
during Reunion 2007 ceremonies on campus Friday and Saturday (June 1 
and 2). : 

Francis X. (Tim) Bradley ir, who earned his bachelor’s, master’s and law 
degrees from Notre Dame, will receive the Rev. John Cardinal O'Hara 
Award during a Reunion ‘07 ceremony June 1. 

The O'Hara Award, named for Notre Dame's 13th president, recognizes 
distinguished service to the University by a former employee. 

‘A 1939 graduate who earned his master’s and law degrees from Notre 
Dame in 1949, Bradley served as an advanced flying instructor in the U.S. i 
Army Air Corps and division operations officer at the Central African @   Division of the Air Transport Command. In 1945, he worked with then 
veterans’ chaplain Rev. Theodore Hesburgh, C.S.C., to help veterans Sheila O'Brien 
adjust to life at Notre Dame. After being awarded the Sterling Fellowship at 
Yale Law School, Bradley taught for two years at the Creighton University Law School. 

    

In 1957, Father Hesburgh, who then was Notre Dame's president, asked Bradley to return to 
campus to establish the Office of Research and Sponsored Programs. For 12 years he served as 
assistant dean of the Graduate School and director of the Office of Research Administration. He also 
was secretary/treasurer of the National Council of University Research Administrators and consulted 
with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, National Science Foundation and various 
Department of Defense agencies. 

The Rev. Edward F. Sorin, C.S.C., Award, will be presented to Sheila O’Brien, an Illinois appellate 
court judge and member of the advisory council for the Notre Dame Law School, at the reunion 
banquet June 2. : 

Named in honor of Notre Dame's founder, the Sorin Award is presented annually to a graduate who 
has embodied "the values of Our Lady's University" in his or her service to community. 

A judge for more than 22 years, O'Brien was graduated from Notre Dame in 1977 and earned her 
law degree from the University in 1980. She was elected to the Illinois appellate court in 1994 and 
previously practiced law as an assistant public defender, trial lawyer and adjunct professor at the St. 
Louis University Law School. She holds law licenses from the supreme courts of Illinois and 
Missouri, as well as the Supreme Court of the United States. 

Since graduation, O’Brien has served as secretary of her law school class and also is chair of the 
Alumni Schools Committee for the Notre Dame Club of Chicago. Most recently, she helped 
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spearhead the new Notre Dame Alumnae Leadership Initiative, and was one of the first recipients of 
the University’s Women of Achievement award. 

A volunteer with several Chicago community organizations and schools, as well as her parish, 
O’Brien has served on the Illinois Justice Commission and the Illinois Arts Council, still, her passion 
is music. She was the recipient of the Louis Sudler Scholarship for Voice as a Notre Dame 
undergraduate and since has sung with both the St. Louis and Chicago Symphony Choruses. 

In August, O'Brien will receive her master’s degree in pastoral theology from St. Mary-of-the-Woods 
College in Terre Haute, Ind. 

Contact: Angela Sienko, alumni editor, 574-631-7005, asienko@nd.edu 
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