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The Community Service Learning (CSL) projects offered 

the students the opportunity to look at community situations 

or problems, talk about them, implement some form of action 

and then reflect on their experience. This type of program 

allowed the students to go full circle from head, to hand to 

heart. 

As a result of these programs, the students have 

hopefully become more aware of the needs of others, more 

accepting of peoples differences, and more responsive to the 

suffering of others in our society. It is hoped that they 

have begun to look at "community" as all of creation and have 

come to realize the responsibility that we all have to love 

one another. 

My original proposal addressed the formation of a Martin 

School Service Co-ordinating Committee, made up of 

administration, teachers and parents, which would help set 

and review service projects over the year. That committee 

unfortunately only met once in June of 1993 due to time 

constraints on administration and faculty. However, a 

Community Awareness Committee, chaired by me, was formed 

consisting of eleven parent volunteers who meet on a monthly 

basis and worked diligently over the 1993-94 school year to 

help integrate service learning into the Martin School. 

This committee helped to set up fund raising endeavors 

at Christmas for the North Attleborough Santa Fund, worked on 

the Coat and Food Drives over the year, helped out on a 

monthly basis during our bottle drives and aided in the  
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"Look over your shoulder," Tadodaho Leon Shenandoah 

told us. "Look behind you. See your sons and your 
daughters. They are your future. Look farther, and 

see your _sons' and your daughters' children and their 
childrens® children even unto the Seventh Generation. 
That's the way we were taught. Think about it: you 
yourself are a Seventh Generation!" 

Wisdomkeepers. p. 120 

In the Epilogue of Wisdomkeepers, authors Steve Wall and 

Harvey Arden remind us of our responsibilities as caretakers. 

They echo not only the Native American Spiritual Elders, but 

they echo our call from God to a life of discipleship. 

"This immediate and compassionate approach to the 
future was a revelation to us, moving us from a 
mental position to which we can never return. We 
came to realize that we ourselves, in all of our 

decisions-individually and collectively - are 
responsible for, and to, the generations 'whose 
faces are coming from beneath the ground.' They 
will soon be walking the same earthly path we walk 
today, and we must ensure that there is a path to 
walk. We hope that we'll leave a better path than 
the one left to us." 

Wisdomkeepers, pp.120-21 

Community service learning is one way of helping our 

young people understand the many responsibilities that we 

have as caretakers of the universe. Opportunities abound for 

students to reach out to others through CSL. Political, 

social, economic and environmental issues can be studied and 

addressed. Inter-generational and peer programs can be 

implemented that allow for great learning experiences. 

It is hoped that in reflecting upon their experiences, 

students will come to understand that these issues can only 

be changed for the better within a caring, compassionate 

community. It is hoped they discover that when we reach out  
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The challenge is greater there, 

God and Christ is almost non-existent. 

find people speaking of the need to reach out to others, 

to show love, respect, and compassion. 

hearts and to that place ins] 

where the law of God and love resides. 

-orically, service Church organizations have been 

the groups that journeyed and taught the path of service. 
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by which their children were to live. Today that 1s not 

necessarily the case. e ri in the number of broken 

families, single pare and the necessit 

working mnavente coame Alva 33d AS Gels ind vn 
WOTK1n parents seems To ave r SRE aln 

been conceived as 

Social and economic problems, unemployment, poverty, 

ess, rising conflicts and unprecedented violence 

stripped many families 

constant 

us who are st fortunate enough 

family are constantly being 

standards, continual 

SCCce pt ed value 

pare 

watching on television, I feel thas 

same thir or our children and 

_} 
not teach these values DY oure 

L133 Y 1} ad Upj LL 
L  



to help teach and rein 

honesty, and responsibil Sch are also 

asked to develop programs that will allow the students t 

opportunity to actively participate in providing service 

We are given the role of caretakers by God (Gn 1:26- 

This is a task that can only be done within community. 

Parable of the Good Samaritan 10:29-: teaches us 

compassion for everyone and we are reminded in Mt 5:43-48 

that we are to love even our enemies Perhaps 

significantly we are told to do unto others as you would 

them do unto you and to be merciful just as your Father 

merciful (Lk 6:3 Bringing service 

"live service" 
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superintendent of schools and requested that some form of 

service program be initiated in the school. 

I was given approval to initiate a pilot service program 

at one of the grade schools as well as given a team to work 

with on the Junior High level. The attached letter which was 

sent out to all parents of Martin School children states more 

specifically some goals and objectives of the service 

program. (See Appendix A p.46-47) 

We now have in place a Service Co-ordinating Committee 

which I am co-chairing at the grade school. The purpose of 

the Service Co-ordinating Committee is to help set and review 

service projects that would be grade appropriate, co-ordinate 

projects within the community, collect resource materials, 

and be an intermediary for teachers and volunteer parents. 

At this time we already have in place a returnable 

resource collection that is being serviced on a monthly basis 

by students and parents from Martin School. The purpose of 

this collection is to raise money for the North Attleboro 

Public Library. When it was begun at the end of last school 

year, we went into the classroom and helped the students 

learn how to develop a fund-raising project from beginning to 

end. They compiled the letter that was sent out, distributed 

it to the classrooms and spoke to the students about the 

service project. The students implemented the project and 

later took the time to do a reflection sheet concerning the 

project. 

part of this project, the cans and bottles are being  



redeemed at WREDEMCO, a redemption sight run by the residents 

of Wrentham State School which is a home for 1e mentally 

handicapped. After we concluded the collections last year, 

we had an assembly for the fourth and fifth grade students 

and had speakers from the library as well as from Wrentham 

State speak to the students about the difference that their 

involvement made in the community As an outcome of the 

assembly, I'm hoping that this coming year we can develop a 

S1X week progrs - OY > fifth graders that deals with 

include working 

having the students spend 

esidents at the redemption 

n 

Anot! kd her service project is being developed linking one 

of the first grade classes with the Madonna Manor Nursing 

Home in town. Meetings will be taking place at the end of 

the month to co-ordinate this project. Preliminary 

discussion with the first grade teacher, Mrs. Marcoccio, and 

the Activities Director at Madonna Manor, Mr. Gary Poholek 

focused on students and parents visiting the nursing home 

once a month after school, perhaps some in-school learning 

about the needs of persons in nursing homes, doing art work 

to take over for the S i 1ts, and possibly putting on a 

play for the residents. 

rtin School will be 

Overy D IeqY Service has peen cone periogical. 
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program to be the start of a permanent service learning at 

the school. 1 le may have one idea and the principal 

another as to how fast and quick we should approach the 

development of service learning into the curriculum, we do 

have in common the fact that we would like this to be the 

beginni of a long standing service program at Martin. 

Evaluation will be done on a continual basis throughout 

the year. It will be part of the duties of the Service Co- 

ordinating Committee to evaluate each service project. 

Teachers, students, parent volunteers and any community group 

that is served will be involved in the evaluation process. 

It will be important to evaluate not only the technical 

development of the service program, but the emotions 

well. t will be important to know how it affected and 

changed the students and other people involved. 

The Star Serve Foundation, a group that first spurred ny 

interest in school based service, has compiled information on 

developing programs. 'hey include in their handouts work 

sheets to be used for the development of programs as we 

Work 0 be used for program evaluation and personal 

evaluation. The enclosed worksheets are ones at this point 

that will be sted for use - ultimately, 

the teachers or persons running the specific programs who 

decide what criteria will be used. (See Appendix A p. 

Because this program is taking place within the public 

school system, formal theological ref tion is impossible to 

do within the school system itself at S point, I feel  



 



sECTION TWO 

RETURNABLE RESQURCE COLLECTION 
MARTIN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

The Returnable Resource Collection, whose aim was to 

raise money for Martin School, was quickly turned into a 

community service project during the preliminary stages of 

development. 

In May of 1993, I first met with the administration with 

the hopes of beginning Community Service Learning (CSL) in 

the school system. The bottle collection was an excellent 

place to begin our endeavors and allowed us to begin our 

outreach into the North Attleboro community. 

The Bottle Collection has turned out to be a very good 

long-term service learning project because it has: 

1. helped educate the Martin School families on the 

environmental issue of recycling; 

. allowed the students to actively participate in the 

collections; 

helped out locally: money raised from May 1993 to May 

1994 was donated to the Richards Memorial Library; 

indirectly aided Wrentham State School, a home for 

mentally retarded adults, by using their recycling 

center that employs residents from the school; 

shown the students that by working together, we can 

make a difference in this world. 

Over the year, Martin School raised $1455.00 for the 

library. This money has been used by the Friends of the 

Library to purchase books, periodicals and reference books  



for the Children and Youth sections of the library. 

Money raised from our last two collection drives this 

school year was donated to the Martin Conservation Area with 

hopes of continuing that link in the Fall of 1994. We are 

also in the process of co-ordinating the elementary 

school PALMS (Partnership Assistance in Learning Math and 

Science) PROGRAM with the conservation area and the possible 

use of the area next year for student on-sight learning. The 

PALMS Program is a hands on philosophy of getting children 

interested in subject matter through concrete investigation 

rather than through abstract thinking. The Martin 

Conservation Area would afford us a great opportunity to 

integrate service learning in the math and science 

curriculum. 

Students would therefore have an opportunity to not only 

raise money for the town conservation area but would also be 

able to actively take part in caring for the area as well as 

undergo a real life learning experience. 

Reflection was not an integral part of this service 

learning experience during the 1993-94 school year. However, 

after the first collection, in May of 1993, I did go into the 

classroom and speak with the students who had begun our first 

service project. 

At the time we discussed how they felt that this project 

had changed them and how their community benefited from their 

efforts. For the most part, they were amazed at how much  



money had been collected for the first time ($14 

realized that a lot of pe = had to help contribute in order 

to make that possible. 

When the students stepped back and took a look at who 

benefited from their effort, they were truly amazed 

many people were affected: the Martin School community 

learned to work together; the library benefited as well as 

the townspeople who use the library; persons at Wrentham 

State were supported; students learned how much effort 

time is involved in putting together fund raising projects; 

and finally, the students could take great pride in a job 

well done. 

Students decided that this was a worthwhile effort and 

would continue in the future to support further drives. They 

beginning to understand the meaning of the words 

"community effort". The bottle drive reflects and reinforces 

what we read in Genesis 2:18 which tells us that we were 

in and for community. We learn that it is only going to be 

together that we survive. 

I am 1 3 e nded of the parables of growth as 

the Mustard Seed (Mark 4:39-34). The mustard seed 

smallest seed which = ings > to be one of the largest 

plants. Our bottle collection seems to have followed the 

same course The Kingdom of God certainly does seem to seep 

our lives in hidden and unnoticed ways When I see 

much transpires from one small plastic bottle, I am truly 

amazed and have to say, the Kingdom of God is alive in our  



midst. 

We have designated the Returnable Resource Collection 

as a Fifth Grade Project. There were three fifth grade 

classes this year who helped out on a rotating basis. 

Every third Friday of the month, a specified class was 

responsible for coming one hour before school time to help 

collect and sort cans with the adult volunteers. While all 

the classes participated, it has consistently been the 

students of the teacher whose class originated our project in 

May of 1993, that seem to put forth the most effort and 

enthusiasm. I attribute the students response to the 

teacher's enthusiasm and original ownership of the project. 

I am reminded of the movie "Saving Grace" and of the 

pope's efforts to rally the village people to work on the 

aqueduct. It wasn't until the people decided to take 

ownership that the project became a success. 

Ownership is a key word for successful projects and 

has its place in personal and theological reflection. In 

most CSL projects, it is important for the students to have a 

say in what and how the project will be accomplished. For 

the original class, they certainly took ownership and their 

teacher was able to pass on that ownership to his students 

the following year. Hopefully over the course of the next 

year, as we continue with this service project, we will be 

able to restore ownership to the entire school and especially 

to all of those fifth grade classes who are responsible for  



 



MARTIN SCHQ 

WRENTHAM 

The Martin School Spring Day at Wrentham State School 

was a direct result of the Returnable Resource Collection. In 

June of 1993, we had Doug MacPherson, the Director of Public 

Relations from Wrentham State and Sue Megna, Director of 

WREDEMCO (Wrentham State Redemption Center) come and explain 

to the fourth and fifth grade students about Wrentham State 

and how their service program was benefiting residents at 

Wrentham State. 

During the visit, they mentioned their annual Inter- 

generational Day and briefly spoke about students who 

volunteered at Wrentham. After the program, I spoke with 

them about the possibility of co-ordinating a day between the 

fifth grade students and Wrentham State. Thus began a year 

long preparation for the Spring Day which finally took place 

on June 15, 1994, 

The people at Wrentham were very excited when I 

suggested that we work on a program for » fifth graders. 

Wrentham State School does not have a very good image in the 

community, basically due to the nature of the school - a home 

for mentally retarded adults, and horror stories and 

misconceptions that have lingered over from past years. They 

felt that it was a terrific way to educate children and 

adults about Wrentham State. 

It was a little harder to convince the administration,  



parents and teachers that this was a CSL program worth 

pursuing. With some trepidation, the principal gave ne 

approval to draft a proposal with persons from Wrentham State 

for the following school year. 

I felt it was important for the students to have a 

better understanding of retardation before they would visit 

Wrentham. I contacted Attleboro Retardation Center (ARC) and 

discussed with the Director, Katherine White, our educational 

needs and asked if they would be willing to work with 

Wrentham State and co-ordinate a program for us. 

Together we decided that two days of orientation on 

Disability Awareness would be presented to the students prior 

to the day at Wrentham State. The first day was more 

instructional in nature. The students learned about Wrentham 

State and talked about retardation. Janet McTarnaghan, the 

instructor from ARC was a very positive person who wanted the 

students to understand more about the similarities than the 

differences that we share with persons who are mentally 

handicapped. 

The second day of orientation was a hands-on day. We 

simulated disabilities for the students and had them perform 

tasks similar to the ones that residents at Wrentham State 

perform in the Wrentham Industrial Workshop. They now were 

gaining a better understanding of the capabilities of persons 

with physical disabilities. 

They learned other means of communication: braille, sign  



language and picture boards. They were surprised to learn 

how well persons with mental and physical handicaps can 

communicate, but they also came away from their hands-on 

experience having a greater understanding of how difficult 

and frustrating it might be for a person with handicaps to 

communicate, work and perform daily tasks. 

They finished the two days of orientation eager to visit 

Wrentham and meet the residents, aware of their limitations 

but more conscious of their abilities than their 

disabilities. 

During their visit at Wrentham State, the students went 

in groups to six pre-arranged activity sights. The 

majority of these sights were in the Quinn Program Center, an 

instructional facility and learning center for the 

residents. Two of the activity areas, the gym and greenhouse 

are places that residents visit during their daily programs 

that assist them in their growth and development. WREDEMCO 

and Wrentham Industrial Workshop are places of employment 

that students visited and were able to work along with 

residents. The Sensory Awareness Room allowed the students 

to role play as individuals with sensory or physical deficits 

and in the Expressive Arts room, students created artwork 

about their day at Wrentham and brought it back to display at 

Martin School. 

\t the end of the program, all of the students came 

together for reflection time. They talked about what their  



>xpectations had been for the d: vhat they had really 

discovered at Wrentham, and how their views might have 

changed about persons who are mentally handicapped through 

this experience. 

When they returned to school, I had a reflection sheet 

for them to £ill out that was passed out by the teachers. 

This reflection sheet was to help the students put into 

perspective their day at Wrentham and help them reflect on 

what they had learned from their experience. This was also 

to be used in helping us evaluate the program, especially for 

Wrentham State which was using this as a pilot program for 

future programs with other grade schools in the surrounding 

area. 

Because the program was a success, we are planning to 

make this an annual field day for fifth grade students. 

Since two of the three present fifth grades will still be at 

Martin next year as sixth grades, we are in the process of 

planning another program for the sixth graders that will 

allow for more interaction with the residents. We are hoping 

to gradually build up an on-going personal relationship 

between Wrentham State and Martin. 

T REFLECTION 

For the most part, students liked working with and 

meeting residents of Wrentham State. In fact, 

disappointed that more residents were not around that  



ronditioning made it impossible 

respiratory problems to be at the Quinn Center 

that day) and asked if they couldn't go back again and do 

more activities with the residents. 

Students seemed to not be satisfied with doing the 

activities by themselves - they really wanted to reach out 

and be a part of the Wrentham community. Before we even left 

they were talking to one of the staff asking how they could 

be more involved in the life of the residents in the future. 

Students were struck by how friendly and helpful the 

staff were to them as well as to the residents. They 

witnessed a very loving and caring group of people. Love of 

neighbor was very evident that day. 

The students worked side by side with two residents at 

WREDEMCO. They were able to help sort cans and talk with the 

employees. Students found out that sorting cans is not as 

easy as it looks and were able to gain new appreciation for 

the work of the residents. Almost all of the students 

mentioned working with the employees and what a great time 

they had working with them. Some of the barriers and 

prejudices against persons with mental retardation were 

broken down that day through inter-action with one another. 

One of the students said that she had been instructed to 

think of any human around her as her equal, even if they 

looked different, dressed different, or spoke not so fluently 

in English. She looked at this day as a chance for her to 

follow those instructions. Much as Jesus looked at all  



people as having dignity and worth, so did this young girl. 

In the vein of Mt 7:1-5, most students hoped that they 

would remember from this experience not to make fun of 

persons with disabilities. They hoped that they would not 

judge others by their personal appearance and would take the 

time to look at what is inside of a person. They hoped to 

remember that people should be looked at for their abilities. 

We had the opportunity to visit a few of the group homes 

that day. Because of the heat, a lot of the residents, who 

might have ordinarily been out, were confined to their homes 

where it was cooler. Students up to that point had not seen 

some of the more severely mentally handicapped residents. 

While students were shocked to see the physical state of 

some of the residents, they expressed more the sadness that 

they felt that some people had to have a disability at all. 

With that response, I saw the compassionate young people 

before me and hoped that they would continue to allow that 

loving nature come forth and mature as they go through 

and into adulthood. 

PERSONAL REFLECTION 

The Martin School Spring Day at Wrentham State was one of 

our CSL programs that I can very honestly say that I put in 

my whole heart and soul. It was truly a labor of love that 

went from head, to hand, to heart. 

When we first began talking about  



on the learning experience for the students. Wrentham 

offered the ideal opportunity for our children to learn fir 

hand about mental retardation from our service connection to 

WREDEMCO. It would be very easy to integrate a "Disability 

Awareness Program" into their curriculum, and then have the 

students visit Wrentham as a part of that continuing 

education and learning experience. I didn't think that we 

could pass up this opportunity for the students that in the 

end would allow them to reflect upon a great many social 

issues. 

Others thought that we could very easily pass up the 

opportunity. I heard comments such as: the students are too 

young to go to a place like Wrentham State; what if a student 

is traumatized by something they see or hear; why would 

anyone want to go to Wrentham State for a field day -those 

are supposed to be "fun" days; why would you want to 

associate with mentally retarded adults. 

I was reminded of the prejudices that prevailed during 

the time of Jesus. I also thought of Jesus's response of 

compassion (Mt 92:35-37; Lk 6:17-19;) towards all who were 

victims of prejudices, social injustice and illness. 

While I was excited about the Orientation Program and 

the Spring Day at Wrentham, I knew that I would have to break 

down some of my own barriers before I felt that I could 

honestly expect the students, teachers and parents to venture 

forth on unchartered territory. 

I went with another parent twice to Wrentham State prior  



to our Spring Field Day, Af the and of our fiyat visir, 1 

broke down into tears. I had never come in contact before 

with persons who had severe mental retardation and physical 

deformities. I was overwhelmed by the mere physical 

appearance of some of the residents and really did not know 

how to respond. I was overcome with grief and left 

questioning how does this happen. What disturbed me more was 

my questioning why does God allow this to happen. 

It was the words of 8t, Paul (Bm 12:3-8; 1Cor 12:12-31) 

that seemed to speak loudly of Wrentham State and come to my 

rescue. We all have gifts that differ according to the grace 

given to us. We should use them accordingly. In the same 

manner, we are all one body and are to give honor to the 

weaker parts. 

I went back to Wrentham the second time and was 

look past the physical appearances. I looked at the 

residents as fellow human beings, who are capable of and 

need love in return. 

The Spring Day was a success. Everyone involved seemed 

to enjoy the day and agreed that the program should continue 

next year. My only regret was that several students were not 

allowed to take part in the Spring Day because of parental 

reservations. Perhaps with the success of this years 

program, 1f those students are at Martin next year, their 

parents will allow them to participate in scheduled sixth 

grade field days planned with Wrentham State School. 

As I think back to our day at Wrentham, I see a resident  
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SECTION FOUR 

LA EARTHQUAKE RELIEF FUND 

The Los Angeles earthquake that struck in January of 

1394 provided us with an opportunity to teach our children 

that community extends beyond our town boundaries. On the 

morning of January 18th, I received a phone call from one of 

our parents after her children began asking what could be 

done to help out. What started as a service program for 

Martin School quickly turned into a town school-wide effort. 

It was decided that money would be raised at all of the 

schools during the week of January 24th, and then donated to 

the American Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund. Since we wanted 

the students to be participants in this collection we decided 

to make it a loose change collection. All pocket change 

would be collected at the individual schools and then tallied 

for a total count. 

In the spirit of "community effort", no school was to be 

given a separate count of the money that they individually 

collected. There were a total of ten schools involved in 

this effort: eight grade schools, including the one Catholic 

grade school in town, one junior high and the high school. 

Total money raised in this service effort was $2838.83. 

To continue the students' involvement at 

Elementary School on a more personal level, a school was 

located in Resda, CA that was in need of further assistance. 

Structural damage was minimal at the Vanalden Avenue School 

but the students and teachers suffered severe personal loss.  



Many students were left homeless or were temporarily 

displaced. 

We felt that the Vanalden students could use some moral 

support, so the teachers at Martin agreed to have all of 

their students write letters to the students in California. 

Letters were sent to Vanalden in mid-April. While we did not 

hear back from the students at Vanalden, the main reason for 

sending the letters was to have our students come to a better 

understanding of what it means to reach out to others in love 

and compassion. That goal was accomplished. 

STUDENTS REFLECTION 

The teachers and students at Martin discussed at great 

length the LA earthquake. Science, math and social science 

classes all offered the opportunity to learn more about the 

laws of nature and about California. 

Following our town-wide relief collection, I asked the 

teachers to take some time to reflect with their students 

about our community outreach. 

I asked them to discuss how they felt about taking part 

in the project and to find out if the students had been 

changed at all by their involvement. I wanted to find out if 

the outreach had changed at all their attitude about helping 

people out and most importantly, why do we help out others? 

For the most part students said that it felt good to be 

helping other people out who were in such need. They were  



proud to be a part of the community effort and saddened by 

the devastation in California. 

One second grader that I know emptied his entire piggy 

bank and brought in all of his savings. When his mother 

questioned him about the wisdom of doing this and suggested 

that he only bring in part of it, his response was "I have so 

much and these people have lost everything, I really want to 

give them as much as I can". 

This student was certainly fulfilling the two great 

commandments (Mt 22:37-39, Mk 12:28-34)) as well as following 

the call to discipleship as stated in the Judgement of 

Nations (Mt:25:32-46) to feed the hungry, give drink to the 

thirsty and clothing to the naked. 

A majority of students stopped to think that if an 

earthquake or some other natural disaster were to hit our 

area, they would hope that people would reach out and help 

them. Looking at the situation in that light, they were 

willing to help others out. Love your neighbor as yourself 

(Mt 22:37-39) put helping out on a new level of 

consciousness. 

Older grade school students felt that it was important 

to help out others. As if answering a call to discipleship, 

and compassion, they said that they were willing to risk and 

sacrifice for others. They were ready to put others as the 

center of attention (Mt 16:24) and were beginning to realize 

that we have a call to community. Students came to the 

realization that if everyone does their part, then we can all  



make a difference in the world. 

PERSONAL REFLECTION 

As 2flect upon this town school-wide community effort 

two gospel stories immediately come to mind. The Story of 

the Good Samaritan (Lk 10:29-37) and The Feeding of the 

Multlitudes (ML '14:13-21; Mk 6:34-44; Lk 9:10-18: Jn 621-13). 

While I was very pleased to see such an outpouring of 

compassion from the majority of our young people for the 

residents in LA, I was very disturbed to see the response of 

the high school students. The total collection at the high 

school level was around $7.00 from a student body of nearly 

eight hundred students. 

I approached the high school three more times to see if 

they would like to try another collection. I explained to 

the teachers and administration that I was not only willing 

to extend the collection time in order for them to put 

together another relief effort but that I also would be more 

than happy to come over to talk with the students who would 

be heading up the fund raiser and work with them on how to 

perhaps have a more successful collection. 

The bottom line was that they didn't want my help. When 

another group was finally approached about handling a second 

collection, they decided that they would meet with the same 

limited success as the first group and that the earthquake 

1ad happened so long ago that it was no longer of any  



importance to anyone I was furt] 

the majority of the students approached for money in the 

first collection thought that the problems in LA didn't 

concern them and that they might possibly have considered 

donating money but only if it had been for a cause here that 

they might have benefited from or personally known who would 

benefit. 

My disbelief of the response of the administration and 

anger at the situation finally gave way to sorrow and 

sadness. Yet, I still couldn't help but see the students on 

the road from Jerusalem to Jericho passing up the man who had 

been robbed and beaten, asking what he had to do with them. 

On the opposite pole was the response from one of the 

first grade classes. When asked how this effort had changed 

them, they replied in all seriousness that it hadn't changed 

them at all. They always were willing to help others out. 

They reminded me of the Samaritan, willing and able, even at 

his own expense to lend a helping hand to a fellow human 

being. 

The response of the public to relief efforts for 

disaster victims seems to parallel the miracle of the Feeding 

of the Five Thousand. Henri Nouwen explains in the book 

Compassion that in the miracles of Jesus, we should not 

necessarily look at the miracle itself, whether it be the 

healing of the sick, the feeding of the multitude or the 

raising of the dead, as to what is important to understand.  
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SECTION FIVE 

ADOPT-A-GRANDPARENT PROGRAM 
MARTIN SCHOOL AND MADONNA MANOR 

The Adopt-a-Grandparent Program began at Martin School 

in the Fall of 1993 and continued throughout the school year. 

It officially began in October, with the first graders and 

their parents visiting Madonna Manor. Students dressed in 

their Halloween costumes bearing yiders made in school, 

singing songs, reciting poems and bringing treats for the 

residents. 

They tried to visit once a month, but weather and school 

vacations played havoc with some of our well-intentioned 

plans. A visit was made during November and in December a 

party was held for the residents. Our musician Artist in 

Residence from Martin School joined us in our visit and led 

the children and residents in song, gifts (matted holiday 

pictures made by the students and ready for hanging) were 

passed out and special holiday treats were enjoyed by all. 

As the students and residents became more familiar with 

one another, the visits became more inter-active. Visits 

during the Spring were filled with BINGO games and a planting 

party. The year long program ended with the first grade 

students inviting the residents to Martin School for a Fairy 

Tale Musical that they were presenting, a tour of the school 

and refreshments. 

STUDENT REFLECTION 

When the program had ended for the year, I passed out 

reflection sheets to the first graders and asked that their  



parents spend some time with them reflecting on their vi 

to Madonna Manor. 

Students and parents alike enjoyed the monthly visits 

and hoped that students next year would have the opportunity 

to carry on with the program. It was an invaluable learning 

experience for students who had never before been in a 

nursing home or seen so many people in wheelchairs. They 

gained new insights about the elderly. 

Students cited that they now had a better understanding 

about the feelings of older people and came to realize that 

they like to have friends come and visit them just like the 

young people enjoy having friends to come and play with them. 

The students were putting into practice the corporal works of 

mercy (Mt 25:32-46) and coming to a greater understanding 

that we are all of One Body (1 Cor 12:12-31). 

Parents and students both were pleased to visibly see 

that they could make a difference in someone's life. The 

visits always brought smiles on the faces of residents and 

students. The human presence and the touch of love can be 

great healer. It was apparent i e midst of this program 

that we are a people who are made for community (Gn 

bound together by love and compassion. 

PERSONAL REFLECTION 

My only memories of nursing homes were filled with m Y 

Grandmother who was in a home for a short time before she  



died and an elderly neighbor of my parents whom I had visited 

when I was in my teens. My memories were not pleasant ones, 

and they seemed to be filled with persons lined up in 

wheelchairs or bedridden persons who seemed to stare of into 

space. 

Before we began the Adopt-a-Grandparent Program, I 

started volunteering at Madonna Manor so that I would be more 

comfortable working with the residents and students. I began 

going on a weekly basis in order to help dispel some of the 

fears that I had about the elderly in nursing homes and 

perhaps see if I could come to a better understanding and 

acceptance of the sometimes declining condition of life as 

get older. I was in hopes that I would be able to put my 

fears to rest before the program started. 

While I have not put all of my fears entirely to rest 

over the year, they have at least been quieted for the time 

being. Going on a continual basis has helped me to establish 

some personal relationships with the residents and has given 

me the opportunity to look past the wheelchairs and oxygen 

machines. 

Over the last few years, my course readings have helped 

me to understand our call to discipleship and ministering. 

As with all of the other service learning experiences, I am 

reminded that we are a people of God created in community. 

{Gn 2:18~-25), 

I was most accutely aware of community and the presence 

of God, when the students, residents and parents joined Youd  



together for nourishment. Over the course of the year, 

everytime that we got together we shared refreshments. The 

first visit the students and residents were very hesitant. 

The students nervously passed out treats and then went their 

separate way. By the last time we got together in June at 

Martin School, the students were passing out treats, sitting 

on residents laps or as close as possible, and eagerly 

exchanging greetings and news of their days. One of the 

residents had brought his harmonica and was entertaining 

students and parents alike. Barriers had been obviously 

broken down, and friends had been formed. I was reminded of 

the disciples on the Road to Emmaus (Lk 24:13-35) and how 

they had discoved Jesus in the breaking of the bread. 

I have also found, just as the students, that the 

elderly enjoy having visitors. Because I have an opportunity 

to venture past the main floor on certain days, I have come 

in contact with persons who have varying degrees of need and 

care. Yet, I have discovered that no matter what the level 

of care, be it limited or acute, the one common factor seems 

to be the need and desire for human contact. I have learned 

to reach out and touch because at certain times, the very 

presence of another human being reminds us that we are not 

alone in this world and that we are loved. 

Just as Jesus told us that he would be with us always, 

until the end of the age (Mk 28:20) and that a portion of his 

Spirit would be poured upon all flesh (Act 2:17) I am 

reminded that I am to be the presence of Christ on earth. Wwe  



are truly called to love one another (Mt 22:37-39) and to be 

compassionate persons (Mt 9:35-37). 

"We had come for the gift of his words. There 
was so much we wanted to hear, so much he could 
tell us. But words were something irrelevant 
now. A deeper communication was taking place. 
He had given us the blessing of his presence, 
and no greater gift can be imagined." 

(Wisdomkeepers, p.41) 

 



SECTION SIX 

CLIFFORD STORIES 

SEVENTH GRADE AND KINDERGARTEN 

I began in November of 1993 to co-ordinate the community 

service program between the seventh graders and the 

kindergarten students. Because this project was to be 

directly curriculum oriented I did the preliminary proposal 

with the teachers, but then I allowed the seventh grade 

teacher to finalize the project and integrate it into the 

seventh grade language arts curriculum. 

It was decided that the "Energizers", one of the seventh 

grade teams, would write their own stories using the main 

character as the dog "Clifford" who is the big, red hero 

portrayed in the popular children stories by Norman Bridwell. 

Once their stories were completed they would then visit the 

kindergarten classes and read their stories for the students. 

This was to lead the way for developing an on-going 

educational partnership between the two schools. 

Since reflection is a key step to community service 

learning, the teacher allowed me to talk with the students 

twice over the course of the project. The first time I 

talked with the students before they went over to visit with 

the kindergarten students. We discussed the who, what, when, 

where and why of service learning. 

After we had spoken I gave them a personal reflection 

sheet to fill out that would help me understand  



expectations golng Into the service end of the project. 

when they read their 

stories to the students and then I spoke with them a second 

time, after their initial visit to the kindergarten students. 

We discussed at great length what they had learned and what 

they hoped had been accomplished by this project. 

this project was such a success, the seventh 

grade teacher, who firmly believes in the value of learning 

experiences outside of the classroom, intends to develop this 

educational service program further. He hopes to be able to 

incorporate it into his curriculum during the 1994-95 school 

year. 

STUDENT REFLECTION 

The students seemed to be a little hesitant and 

even scared about going over to work with the kindergarten 

students. They weren't sure what to expect when they got 

there but some definitely expected to see children who 

misbehaved. 

Others looked at this service project as a good learning 

experience. They felt privileged that they had been asked to 

work on a pilot program for the school and were pleased to 

have the opportunity to learn about working with the "little 

kids". They felt that they would come to a better 

understanding of the skills necessary to teach young 

children. One student thought that by going over to work  



with the kindergarten students, she might learn to be nicer 

and more tolerant of her younger brother. Perhaps she would 

learn to be compassionate (Mt 9:35-37), following the example 

of Jesus. 

After their initial visit I went back to speak with the 

students about their experience. thrilled to hear one 

student exclaim that "the kindergarten kids were really 

great". He had expected them to be terrible. He had learned 

that he had misjudged the young people (Lk 6:37-42) and had 

come away with a positive attitude. He also added that he 

hoped that the adults (kindergarten teachers, administration 

and the community) had gained a better understanding of 

teenagers and that they would begin to see their good 

qualities by observing how they had acted responsibly with 

the kindergartners ((Mt 22:37-39). 

Students discovered the joy of doing something for other 

people. Several students commented on how nervous they had 

been going over, but as soon as they saw the eager, happy 

faces of the young children, they felt relaxed and glad to be 

there. Love seemed to fulfill all things (Rm 13:8) that day. 

PERSONAL REFLECTION 

As I was reflecting on this service project, I thought 

of The Commissioning of the Twelve (Mt 10:5-15) and The 

Mission of the Seventy-two (Lk 10:1-10). The seventh graders 

reminded me of the disciples being sent out to spread the  



word about the kingdom of God. In much the same way, these 

young people have been commissioned to spread peace and love 

in this world. Their efforts of teaching younger students, 

afforded them the opportunity to pass on their knowledge in a 

loving and compassionate manner. These students have been 

called to be disciples and to go in peace to love and serve 

the Lord. 

I have discovered over the year, that no matter what our 

service project may be, it is imperative that it be done out 

of love. We can learn about service and even put service to 

practice but if we do not take it to heart, then we gain 

nothing. 

"If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of 
angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong 
or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic 
powers, and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to 
remove mountains, but do not have love, I am 
nothing. If I give away all my possessions, 
and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, 
but do not have love, I gain nothing". 

1€ or 13:1~1 

The young people that I have worked with over the year 

seemed to have steadily exhibited that virtue of love. They 

have shown enthusiasm, the willingness to learn and the true 

desire to help within the community. They have shown that 

they are taking to heart the true meaning of discipleship and 

are ready to take on the challenge of servanthood and pledge 

obedience to the Lord. 

Obedience is the word that gives servanthood its deepest 

dimension. In our culture the word obedience has a negative  
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connotation. 8. Le > think of persons in power giving 

orders to those who have no power. In truth, obedience 

derived from the Latin word audire which means to listen. 

Ns Our young people have demonstrated that they are listening to 

word = the Lord and are responding to it with compassion 

love. 

.In fellowship with Jesus Christ, we are 
ed to be compassionate as our Father i: A 
35sionate. In and through him, it becomes 

to be effective witnesses to God's 
compassion and to be signs of hc 
of a despairing world." 
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LETTER TO PARENTS - MAY 1993 

Regarding: Community Service at Martin School 

A group of concerned parents have met to form a 
Committee for Community Service at Martin School. We feel the 
urgency, considering the climate of our community and the 

attitudes seemingly held by the youth of today, to establish 
within our school, programs that will offer our children the 
chance to gain a real sense of community (within the school 
as well as without)...learn compassion for one another and 
hopefully make them more aware of the responsibility that 
they have in making this world a better place to live. 

We realize that this in itself is a community effort and 
it will take the co-operation of parents, teachers and 
administrators in order for this to be successful. For any 
community service program to be successful the students must 
first learn and understand about a specific concern/problem, 
they must resolve to take some action, implement that action 
and most importantly reflect upon their experience. Studies 
have shown that it is not enough to merely talk about a need, 
the students must complete the process from head, to hand to 
heart. 

We have come up with several suggestions for service at 
Martin. Some are grade specific, others are school wide. 
Some can be run by families and others would require class 
time to implement. Please keep in mind that these are 
suggestions. We want to work with you and hear from you your 
ideas, comments, needs and concerns. 

Big Brother/Big Sister Program - Martin is a community 
within itself and therefore offers some good opportunities 
for children to help one another. We had considered pairing 
fourth graders with incoming first graders. Offers the 
opportunity to do some one on one programs - lunch, recess, 
reading, fleld trip etc. 

Collection of Return Bottles and Aluminum Cans - one 

Saturday a month several families would be responsible for a 
bottle drive here at Martin. Proceeds would then be donated 

to the North Attleboro Library. 

Third Graders and Art - art work once a month could be 
taken to Madonna Nursing Home or Sturdy Pediatric ward to 
help brighten up the area. 

Food Pantry - have one grade be responsible for the food 
pantry items for a month. During that month have perhaps 
someone come in to talk to them about why people need food 
from the pantry, where the food goes. Have the students 
responsible for the collection from beginning to end - from 
writing up the reminders on the computer, to collecting, to 
taking it to the food pantry.  
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Environmental Issues most likely targeted to the older 

i 

students. See which issues you are addressi in your 
curriculum. Have parents find a speaker to ing in and talk 
with them about one specific environmental issue. The 
example we talked about was toxic waste. Have students make 
posters in art class and place in businesses that sell oil - 
put on a play (under the guidance of parents/teachers) to 
give to the other students - be responsible for a bulletin 
board on toxic waste. 

Bulletin Board and Student Newspaper - Students need to 

see that what they do is valuable and makes a difference. 
Have a specific bulletin board to not only educate, but to 
show the difference that their efforts make within our 
community. 

We would like our children to go out into the world as 
not only educated persons, but as compassionate persons. We 
want them to learn the value of human life, and learn to 
accept the differences of people. One way that they can 
learn this is though acting within their community. We want 
to become real partners with the teachers in accomplishing 
this goal. If you have any concerns, causes or suggestions 
please call me so we can get together. 

Paula Parrish 

699-6434 
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8 Dear Parents and Students of the Martin Community, 

Mr. Donnelly's 5th Grade Class is holding a returnable 

resource collection (plastic bottles/aluminum cans/glass) to 

raise money for the North Attleboro Public Library. The 

resources will be redeemed at the Wrentham State School which 

will also benefit from this effort. 

The resources need to be clean when we recelve them. 

WHEN: Friday, May 28th 

WHERE: * Carpool students - semi-circular driveway 

Bus students - teacher's entrance (Please no 

glass bottles and managable quantities of     
returnables). 

Spring Concert Audience-Auditorium and parking 

tot entrance. 

TIME: 3:15 a.m. =~ 10:00 a.m, 

If there are any parents who are willing to help with 

the program please fill in the following form and return as 

soon as possible. 

Thanks, 

Mr. Donnelly's 5th Grade Class     
NOTE: The bottle collection will be an on-going project at 

Martin School. Please save your resources. We will send 

out notices later concerning the next collection date. 

We need parents to work from 8:15-9:00 and from 9:00-10:00 

Name /Time Telephone # 

                 



Joseph E. McKelgque, Ed. D. 

Superintendent of Schools 
570 Landry Ave. 
N. Attleboro, MA 02761 

June 16, 1993 

Dear Mr. McKeigue, 

I am pleased to inform you that the "pilot program" for 
community service is well underway at Martin School. We have 
formed a Service Co-ordinating Committee that is addressing 
projects for next year that range from a Big Brother\Big 
Sister Program . . . classroom recycling . . . perhaps a 
music program with the Council on Aging . . . a small scale 

"Adopt a Grandparent" between the first grade and Madonna 
Manor . . . to correspondance with foreign students. 

I have also met with a seventh grade team at the Jr. 
High and we are brainstorming on some possible service 
projects for the coming year. 

Mr. Donnelly's fifth grade classs at Martin had heard 
about our plans for service beginning next year and asked if 
they could possibly do something before they left Martin. 
They have initiated for Martin School our outreach into the 
greater community by starting the Returnable Resource 
Collection. Money generated from this project will be 
donated to the Richards Memorial Library through the Friends 
of the Library. 

As an added effort in community service, the resources 
are being taken to Wrentham State REDEMCO center. 

Their first efforts earned them $146. This will be an 
on-going project over the summer and for the following school 
year with all money collected being donated to the Friends of 
the Library. 

We are very pleased with the class efforts as well as 
having the support of the entire Martin community. You are 
invited to an assembly on Tuesday, June 22nd, at 1:30 for the 
fourth and fifth graders. At that time the assistant 

director of the library, a representative from the Friends 
and someone from Wrentham State will be there to explain to 
the students how their efforts and money will make a 
difference to these various concerns. The fifth grade class 
will also at that time hand over the money that they have 
raised to the Friends. 

We hope to see you on June 22nd, but if time constraints 
e and previous commitments make that impossible we understand. 

Sincerely,  
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FIFTH GRADE CLASS AT MARTIN SCHOOL INITIATES 

OUTREACH INTO THE GREATER COMMUNITY 

AND HELPS AID RICHARDS MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

Mr. Donnelly's fifth grade class presented a check to 
the Friends of the Library in the amount of $266.00 at a 
fourth and fifth grade assembly on June 22nd. This money was 
raised through two Returnable Resource Collections that the 
fifth grade helped to implement and organize under the 
direction of Mrs. Susan Armstrong and Mrs. Paula Parrish 
during May and June. 

Also given at this time was a book "wish list" that the 
students had compiled with the help of Mrs. Bonnie Heile, 
Media Specialist and Miss Roberta Zarrella a sixth grade 
Science and Math teacher at NAJH. These books were ones that 
the students and teachers felt best complimented the sixth 
grade curriculum. It was presented in the hope that some of 
those books could be purchased with the donation. 

On hand to accept the donation were Mr. Frank Ward, 
Research Librarian at Richards Memorial and Mrs. Sandra 
Stuart from the Friends of the Library. Mr. Ward expressed 
his thanks for the donations and congratulated the students 
on a job well done. Mrs. Stuart hoped that the children 
realized what a great service that they were performing by 
becoming involved in community service projects. 

Wrentham State School is also indirectly benefiting 
from this service project because the Returnable Resources 
are being taken to their recycling center. Mr. Doug 
MacPherson, Director of Public Relations at Wrentham State 
School and Ms. Sue Megna, Supervisor of WREDEMCO were present 
at the assemble to speak to the students how they were 
impacting Wrentham State. 

Also present for the presentation were Dr. Joseph 
McKeigue, Superintendent of Schools and Tony Battista, 
principal of Martin School. Mr. Battista stated that it was 
now up to the fourth graders to carry on the baton and 
continue Martin's community outreach. The Returnable 
Resource Collection will be an on-going community service 
project at Martin School. Money collected over the summer 
and through the 93\94 school year will continue to be donated 
to Richards Memorial Library. 

Summer collection dates are July 9th, July 30th and 
August 27th. Anyone wanting to drop off their resources may 
do so in front of Martin School on those dates from 9:00- 
11:00 a.m. As fifth grader Jamie Lesser said " I learned 
that even though a bottle is worth only 5 cents - if everyone 
works together those 5 cents equal a lot of money".  



Dear Parents and Students of the Martin Community, 

We ) be hc our first Returnable Resource 
Collection of the school year this coming riday fepiember 

a a.m. Students from Mr. Donne lley 
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LETTER TO PARENTS - SEPTEMBER 1993 

*THANK YOU * THANK YOU * THANK YOU * THANK YOU * THANK YOU * 

The bottle drive at Martin School held last Friday was a 
huge success. We collected $197.75! That is 3,955 bottles 
that were turned in and the most that we've collected in any 
one drive since we began our bottle drive last May. So far 
we have made $779.50 and that adds up to a lot of bottles - 
15,590 to be exact. 

Please continue to save your bottles (as well as your 
friends, neighbors and relatives bottles) and help us to 
continue this successful community outreach program. All 
money collected for this school year will continue to go to 
Richards Memorial Library. 

I would like to thank the students of Mr. Donnelly's 
class for all of their efforts last Friday. They were super 
helpers. They even rolled up their sleeves and helped clean 
up the dirty bottles - not always a pleasant chore. 

Please mark the following dates on your calendars for 
our future collections: 

Friday - October 29th 
Friday - December 3rd 
Friday - January 7th All collections will take place 
Friday - February 18th between 8:00 - 10:00a.m. unless 
Friday —- March 25t posted otherwise. 
Friday April 29th 
Friday May 27 
Friday - June 17th 

Thank you again for all of your help and effort. 

Sincerely, 

Paula Parrish and Susan McCutchan Armstrong 

 



Dear Mr. Battista,Fifth Grade Teachers, Parents and §S nts, 

A year ago this month we started a community awareness 
program at Martin School. This program was initiated by Mr. 
Donnelly's class through a Returnable Resource Collection. 

t the time that we started this effort we decided that all 
proceeds would go to a worthwhile community endeavor. 

For the past year all monies collected have been designated 
to go to Richard's Memorial Library. Over the year we have 
collected over $1500.00 for the library. 

We will be giving the Friends of the Library the final 
check this coming Wednesday, May 11th at 7:00 p.m. The 
meetings are held in the library on the lower level meeting 
room. We are asking that any fifth graders and parents who 
are interested to please come to the Friend's Meeting and 
present the check from Martin School. 

If you have any questions please call. Thank you for your 
support and help throughout the year. 

Sincerely, 

Paula Parrish 
Chairwoman - Community Awareness Committee 
699-6434 

 



June 10, 19234 

RE: Bottle Drive on June 17, 1994 

Dear Parents and 4th Grade Students, 

Our next Bottle Collection will be taking place on June 17th 
from 8:00 - 10:00 a.m. This will be the last collection of 
this school year. Money from this collection will go towards 
the Martin Conservation Area. 

Since this will continue to be a 5th Grade Service Project 
next school year, we would like to familiarize some of the 
present fourth graders to the process so that they will be 
able to comfortably take over the project beginning in 
September. 

We are in need of nine students to help out on June 17th - 
three from each room. These students will be paired with 
fifth graders who have volunteered to guide them through the 
collecting, cleaning, and sorting process. 

If we have more than three students from each room who would 
like to volunteer their services, we will have a drawing to 
decide who will be able to help out on the 17th. 

at 8:00 a.m. They will work until 9:00 a.m. and ther 
dismissed to go to their classrooms. 

Students who are working are to report to the front o 

If you would like to help out on Friday, June 17th, please 
have the permission slip below signed and returned to school 
by Thursday, June lé6th. 

Sincerely, 

Paula Parrish 
Community Awareness Committee 

  

My son/daughter has my permission to 

come to school at 8:00 a.m. on Friday, June 17th to 

participate in the Returnable Resource Collection. 

    

Parent's Name Date  
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Proposal for Joint Learning Experience Between Wrentham 
State School, > and Martin Fifth Grade Students 

 



February 3, 1994 

Dear Tony, 

Please find attached the proposal from Doug MacPherson 
for "The Martin School Spring Day" at Wrentham State School. 

As noted in the proposal from Mr. MacPherson, the 
students from Martin, if agreed upon by you and the teachers, 
will have received classroom instructions from Katherine 
White, ARC, prior to the field day at Wrentham State. 

Ms. White's presentations would deal with Disability 
Awareness. Ms. White said that she would be willing to work 
with Wrentham State in co-ordinating efforts to help prepare 
the students for their field day with the residents at 
Wrentham State. 
Proposal from Katherine White, ARC of Northern Bristol 
County: 

Please note: At the time that I spoke with Ms. White we 
were using the fifth grade class as the target class. 
Sessions would be given to each class separately in order to 
promote better learning and sharing. 

1. Two - one and a half hour sessions would be given before 
the students went to Wrentham State. 

First session would be spent discussing disabilities, 
differences and commonalties. 

Second session would deal with the hands on perspective, 
guest speakers, and necessary training for going to Wrentham 
State and assisting residents. 

These sessions would be given on two different days. 

2. One - half hour session as follow-up after students visit 
to Wrentham State. 

Cost of the program to be presented by ARC is between 
$300 - $370. Their fee in normally set at $150.00 per day 
and $70.00 for the half day follow-up session. 

I hope that you and the teachers will seriously consider 
the above proposal. It would be a great way to have a first- 
hand look at not only the place but the people that we are 
helping indirectly through the bottle collection. 

Service learning becomes a more permanent part of each 
of us when we can actively take part in the service. I think 
that this field day would be an excellent learning experience 
for our students and perhaps a way for them to take service 
truly to heart. 

If you or the teachers have any questions regarding this 
proposal, please let me know. 

Sincerely,  



THE MARTIN SCHOOL SPRING DAY 

at 

Wrentham State School 

DATE: May 3, 1994 

TIME: 9:20 a.m. = 2:00 p.m. 

COORDINATORS: Douglas G. MacPherson, Joyce M. Walsh, Wrentham 
State School; Paula Parrish, Martin School; Janet 
McTarnaghan, N.A. ARC 

To increase 5th Grade students’ awareness of people with 
mental retardation who live at Wrentham State School, 
providing an experiential program of education and 
learning through a variety of hands-on participatory 
activities. 

OBJECTIVES: As a result of participating in the Martin School 
Spring Day at Wrentham State School, students will: 

1. Know how to assist residents of Wrentham State School in 
a variety of recreational, leisure, educational, 
habilitative, physical fitness, hobby and supported 
employment activities. 

Have a general working knowledge of the skills, 
abilities, and interests of people with mental 
retardation who live at Wrentham State School. 

Have a clear understanding of -the role staff at Wrentham 
State School have in the lives of residents. 

PROGRAM: 

Prior to arriving at Wrentham State School, staff from the 
Volunteer Services Department and Administration will meet and tour 
Wrentham State School with Katherine White, Paula Parrish, and any 
interested parties to finalize plans for "Spring Day" and orient 
them to the Quinn Program Center and other sites to be included in 
"Spring Day” activities. 

9:20 Arrive at WSS for brief welcome and introduction to staff. 
Split into 6 groups of 12 students. 

9:30 Arrive at first activity station. There are six activity 
sites in very close proximity to the Quinn Program Center. 
These include: 

Le Gymnasium - fitness, games, aerobic and therapy 
activities. COORDINATOR: Lee Fiske 

Greenhouse - horticultural therapy, seedling preparation. 
COORDINATOR: Jim Stoffel 

59  



MARTIN SCHOOL "SPRING DAY" — PAGE 2 

2, WRedemco - worksite for can redemption where students 
will participate in the work alongside residents and 
staff. COORDINATORS: Ron Allaire, Joan McLaughlin 

Wrentham Industrial Workshop (WIW) - a sheltered workshop 
where students will participate in working alongside 
residents and staff. COORDINATOR: Henry DeBaggis 

Expressive Arts - create a crafts project which will be 
brought back to Martin School to display in hallway. 
COORDINATOR: Cheryl Landry 

Sensory Awareness Room - students role play ‘as 
individuals with sensory or physical deficits (blind, 
deaf, non-ambulatory, etc.) and share expressions with 
classroom instruction. COORDINATOR: Kathy Stoffel 

In addition to these stations, there would be two assignments from 
2 individuals each to accompany residents on their work-related 
routine in Quinn and throughout the grounds. Students would rotate 
through these work programs as well as activity stations. 

In all areas, staff will be assigned to oversee and coordinate the 
activity. Students will participate in the activity for 
approximately 20 minutes and then transition to the next area. 

The activity and transition schedule would be as follows: 

Lunch and Tour - Students: to bring own. lunch and. eat in 
Auditorium/Pavilion and then tour residences. 

Last Activity begins. 

Wrap up session in Auditorium/Pavilion. Discussion and reflection 
on events of the day. 

Board busses and return to Martin School. 

This full day of activities should help each participant gain a more 
thorough knowledge of Wrentham State School, the people who live here, the 
people who work here, and, more importantly, how people with mental 
retardation are more similar than dissimilar to then. 
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February 18, 1994 

Dear Tony, 

I have contacted Katherine White from ARC as well as nou 
MacPherson from Wrentham State and have received the 
following answers to your questions. 

1. Have they ever done a program before with fifth grade 
level children at Wrentham State? 

Doug said that they have worked with C.C.D. students in 
the past. Those students are generally 6th or 7th grade 
level. 

Wrentham State has sponsored an Inter-generational Day 
in years past and have had great success with that program. 
During that day children participate with the residents and 
clients from Wrentham State in much the same programs that 
Wrentham State has proposed for Martin students to be 
partaking in during their day at Wrentham State. 

2 Students will never be left alone with the clients. 
Martin students will only interact with high-skill clients 
and will not be exposed to any clients who are at-risk. 

S. I have spoken to Katherine White and asked her to set- 
a program that will be co-ordinated with Doug MacPherson. 
They have both agreed to work together on this program and 
want it to succeed. 

We would go with a 45-60 minute lecture session for 
the first part of the series. That session would deal with 
disabilities, likes and difference etc. 

A second 90 minute session that would deal specifically 
with Wrentham State and what the students would be doing 
there -how to interact with the residents, what they will see 
there, etc. 

Doug is willing to come out for one or both sessions- 

that will be worked out with Katherine White. 

4. Katherine White said that their fee is $150/day whether 
they speak to the fifth graders as a whole group or whether 
they go to individual classrooms. Once again, it would be 
more beneficial to the students if the program were presented 
on a classroom basis. 

5. The 30 minute reflection that I had proposed earlier as 
follow-up to Wrentham State will be incorporated in the end 
of the day reflection time set aside at Wrentham State. 

6. Both Doug MacPherson and Katherine White will be 
contacting you after Winter break to set-up a date for the 
program. 

7. At this time Doug has proposed that anyone interested 
from Martin school, be it staff, parents or student reps,  



should come out prior to the Spring Day and tour the 
facility. Tentative date Bor. is Apri I It would take 
approximately one hour for Sl e visit In order to see 
first hand the clients at on Job sites, 1t would be 
necessary to visit between 10:00 - 00 or" 11:00:~.12:00, 

If any of the fifth grade Stats or your self would like 
to visit, arrangements can be made for after school hours but 
you would only be able to see the sites and not the clients 
at work. 

Phone numbers: 

Doug MacPherson 

Director of Public Relations 

Wrentham State School 

P.O. Box 144 

Wrentham, MA 02093 
384-3116 x499 

Katherine White 
ARC of Northern Bristol County 
5 Bank Street 
226-1445 

Please find attached a letter to the parents concerning 
Day at Wrentham State. 

If you or the staff have any further questions, 
let me know. 

Thanks for the co-operation in seeing this come together. 

CI nece = 7 
S100 erely 7 

 



Dear Parents of Fifth Grade Students 
7 

In conjunction with our bottle collection service project we 
are having a Martin School Spring Day at Wrentham State 
School. Previous to their visit to Wrentham State, the 
students will undergo a Disability Awareness program 
presented by ARC and Wrentham State staff. 

The goal of this program is to help increase the fifth grade 
students' awareness of people with mental retardation who 
live at Wrentham State School by providing an experiential 
day of education and learning through a variety of hands-on 
participatory activities. 

During the Spring Day at Wrentham State the Martin students 
will learn how to assist the residents of Wrentham State 
School in a variety of recreation, leisure, education, 
habilitation, physical fitness, hobby and supported 
employment activities. 

Students will need to bring a sack lunch and they will have 
lunch with the residents and staff of Wrentham State. 

Prior to the students field day, Wrentham State will be 
conducting a site visit for any interested parents and 
staff from Martin school. At that time, you will be able to 
see the various areas where the students will be working with 
the residents as well as meet the residents yourself. 
(Insert time and date when decided upon.) 

We are pleased to be able to offer this program to our 
students and hope that we have your support in continuing our 
service learning program with your children. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Battista and the Fifth Grade Staff 

  

My son\daughter has my permission 

to attend the Spring Day at Wrentham State on 

Parent signature  



Dear Parents of Fifth Grade Students, 

This note is to remind you of the site visit at Wrentham 
State that is scheduled for this Thursday, April 7th from 
11:00 - 12:00 a.m. 

This visit is to allow parents to meet the staff from the 
Volunteer Services Department as well as the Administration. 
You will have the opportunity to tour Wrentham State and 
orient yourself with the Quinn Program Center. You will 
likewise be able to visit sites that are to be included in 
the Fifth Grade "Spring Day" at Wrentham State on May 3, 
1834. 

If you would like to carpool over to Wrentham State please 
meet in the side parking lot at Martin School by 10:20. We 
will leave for Wrentham State at 10:30 and should be back at 
Martin no later than 12:30. 

If you would rather meet us at Wrentham State please be 
in the lobby of the Quinn Center at 11:00a.m. 

Directions to Quinn Center: 

Take route 152 towards Wrentham Center. When you come to the 
stop sign at the "green" cross over and turn left. You will 
now be on route 140. There will immediately be a stop light 
at route 1A and 140. 
Stay on this road bearing right onto Shears Street. You will 
pass Toms Tavern on the left and Wrentham State will be on 
your right. 

Take entrance marked for the Redemption Center. Take the 
first right and proceed to the first parking lot on the left. 
This will be the lot across from the Quinn Center which is a 
single story, flat building as well as across from the gym 
and pool. Enter the double doors at the Quinn Center and 
meet in the lobby. 

Sincerely, 

Abthony D. Battista and the Fifth Grade Staff  



April 11, 1994 

Dear Mr. Donnelly, Mr. Hakeem and Ms. Leonard, 

Karen Lenihan and I went on the sight visit to Wrentham State 
this past Thursday and we were both very pleased to see how 
much time and effort have been put into developing this 
program by Doug MacPherson and Joyce Walsh. They are doing 
all that they can to make sure that this is a positive 
learning experience for the Martin students. 

Keeping "positive" in mind, I will be going over there this 
morning and again on Thursday. Today, Janet McTarneghan from 
ARC will be meeting with us to review the program and on 
Thursday, I will once again be visiting, along with some 
other Martin parents the activity stations in order to make 
ourselves more familiar with the program. 

When Karen and I had discussed the program last Thursday 
with the people from Wrentham State, some questions and 
concerns came up that we felt you might be able to help us 
with in order to make this a good experience for our 
students. 

Joyce, Doug and Janet all had asked if your students might 
provide them with a list of questions ahead of time so that 
they might get a better understanding of the students needs. 
If they know ahead of time some of the concerns of the 
students then they will be better able to gear the program to 
fit the concerns of the students. 

With that in mind, I would appreciate it if you might take 
some of your class time to ask your class if there are any 
specific concerns or questions that they would like to have 
answered, If you could give me a list of their questions by 
this Wednesday, April 13th, then I can hand them over to the 
appropriate people on Thursday. 

Second, the students will be broken down into groups of 12 or 
13 on May 3rd. Joyce said that she would like it if each 
group could have some identifying mark on them so that if she 
saw them from a distance, she would know what group they 

belonged to. You might let each group come up with some form 
of identification, whether it be wearing arm bands, a 
particular color of clothes, hats etc. before the May 3rd 
field day.  
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Sincerely, 

 



Donnelly, Mr. Hakeem and Ms. Leonard, 

find below the time schedule for the fifth 

graders orientation for the Wrentham State Field Day. 

Wednesday, April 27th: Class should only run for one hour. 

10:45 '-11 

12:30.~-'1 

Thursday, April 28th: Class is scheduled for 90 minutes. 

When I spoke with Doug MacPherson and Janet McTarneghan they 

said that class may only run for one hour. If there is good 

student participation however, the full 90 minutes could be 

used. 

Janet McTarneghan asked that the students have either 

markers/crayons ( yellow, brown, red and green) and pencils 
available for use on Wednesday. 

We also need to have for use the VCR and TV in order to 
show a short movie "Good Things Happen" about Wrentham State 
School. 

 



June 38, 1994 

Dear Parents of Fifth Grade Students, 

Please find attached a schedule (see p.59-61) for the Martin 
School Spring Day to be held at Wrentham State next 
Wednesday, June 15th. The sheet explains the goals and 
objectives of the program as well as an explanation of the 
six activity stations that the students will be going to 
throughout the day. 

We are hoping that the students two day orientation on 
Disability Awareness in which they participated the end of 
May, will allow them to go to Wrentham State with a better 
understanding of the people that they will be meeting and 
working alongside during their Spring Day. 

Please note: Students are to take a bag lunch as well as a 
drink. The Martin students will be eating with staff members 
only. 

Head Nurse, Judy Auburn, has spoken to the doctor at Wrentham 
State and we have been assured that the prior health 
problems have been resolved. 

Please fill out the following student permission slip and 
return to school by June 10th. 

We are also in need of parents who would be able to help 
out and go to Wrentham State for the day. If you can do so, 
please fill in your name and phone number. We will contact 
you as soon as possible. 

Sincerely, 

Tony Battista, Fifth Grade Teachers and Paula Parrish 

  

My son/daughter has my permission 

to attend the Martin School Field Day at Wrentham State 

on June 15th. 
  

Parent Signature Date 

x % 2 % % % "% % ix xX XN % FF % pF % hook Rid ih wy 

I would be able to help out with the field day at Wrentham. 

  

  

Parent's Name Phone Number  



Leonard, Mr. Donnelly 

follow-up to the students at Wrentham State I am 
that you pass out the following reflection sheet to 

students and have them turn it in by the end of this 

This will not only aid us in evaluating the program but it t 

will also assist Wrentham State in their evaluation. 

Over the year I have read a lot about community service 
learning. Reflection is an important part of any service 
learning project. 1It is students to take to 
"heart" what they have learned and begin to understand how 
service has impacted their lives and the lives of others in 
the community. 

If students begin to realize what a difference service has 
made, hopefully they will continue on this path of compassion 
and concern for their fellow human being. 

Thank you for all of your help and support during this 
project. 

Please turn in all reflection papers to the office when you 
are done with them. 

Sincerely, 

Paula Parrish 

 



NAME DATE 
  

1. Did the two day orientat: 
prepare you for your visit to Wrentham State? 
ould have been done to bett er prepare you? 

What did you like best about your day at 

What did you like the least? 

4. Did this experience of going to Wrentham 4 
A. 

meaning for your life? If so, why? If not, 

ion on Disability Awareness 
Jf not, what 

Wrentham State? 

State have 

why not? 
any 

6. What would you like to remember from this experience?  



TO: Anthony Battista 

FROM: Paula Parrish 

DATE :June 23, 1994 

SUBJECT: Wrentham State - Student reflection 

Dear Tony, 

I have read over the reflection responses from the fifth 
grade students and have compiled their answers. 
Please find attached a list of the overall responses to the 
reflection questions. 

The goal of the Spring Day Program was to increase the 5th 
grade students awareness of people with mental retardation 
who live at Wrentham State School. This was accomplished by 
providing an experiential program of education and learning 
through hands on activities both at Martin School and 
Wrentham State. 

After reading through the student responses, I feel that the 
goal was accomplished. The students seem to have come to a 
better appreciation and understanding of people with mental 
retardation. 

The program seems to have been successful in educating the 
students about Wrentham State School, the work of the staff 
and the lives of its residents. Most importantly, from 
reading the reflection sheets, I feel that we have been 
successful in helping the students to break down some 
prejudices concerning persons who are mentally retarded and 
have helped them to be more compassionate persons. 

I hope that the Fifth Grade Spring Day at Wrentham will 
become a day that students will look forward to for years to 
come and that our connection with Wrentham State will 
continue to grow over the years. 

Dr. Joseph McKeigue 
Mr. Alan Brown 

Mr. Donnelly 
Mr. Hakeem 

Ms. Leonard 
Mr. Doug MacPherson 

Mrs. Joyce Walsh  



RE: EVALUATION OF THE MARTIN SCHOOL "SPRING DAY" AR WRENTHAM 

STATE SCHOOL ON JUNE 17, 1994. 

Evaluation of program is based on the reflection assignments 
given to the students. Total number of student responses:64. 

There were five questions given to the students. I compiled 
the students responses in order to find out what they liked 
best about the day, what they liked least, if they felt that 
they had been prepared well enough for the visit and most 
importantly, what they had learned personally from the 
orientation and visit. 

1. Did the two day orientation on Disability Awareness 
prepare you for your visit to Wrentham State? If not, what 
could have been done to better prepare you? 

Of the 64 responses, 58 - YES; 4 - NO; 2 - absent on the 
days of orientation. 
* Students liked the video, but felt that the disabilities 
that they saw at Wrentham could have been explained in more 
detail before hand. 
* Many students expressed that they would have liked to have 
had a resident come and speak to them during the orientation 
program. 

2. What did you like best about your day at Wrentham State? 

* Places where the students were actively involved with the 
residents or staff seemed to be the highest on the list for 
best parts of the field day. 
* Activities rank starting with overall favorite first were: 
WREDEMCO, gym, sensitivity awareness, WIW (only if actively 
involved), expressive arts, greenhouse. 
* Overall, the students seemed to enjoy meeting the residents 
and were pleased to find everyone so friendly and helpful. 

3. What did you like least? 

* I feel that the heat that day was an overall factor for the 
activities least liked. 
* The greenhouse was very hot and therefore headed the list 
of least liked activities. 
* WREDEMCO was also hot and several students commented on how 
hot and smelly it was working there. 
* The Workshop was boring. They would have liked to do more 
than just watch. 

Several students commented on a more personal level. 
* A few commented that they disliked going to the resident 
homes, but more because it made them sad to see the people 
there who looked unhappy or sad. 
* Another stated they liked least the fact that some people  



have to have a disability at all. 

4. Did this experience of going to Wrentham State have any 
meaning for your life? If so, why? If not, why not? 

Of the 64 responses: 62- YES; 2- NO. 
some of the overall responses were: 
* I can now appreciate persons with disabilities more than 
before - they have many abilities and are capable of doing 
more than I thought they could 
* I've learned that everyone has feelings no matter how they 
look or act- we are all human beings and are to be treated 
equally 

* I learned how to act around persons with mental retardation 
and I have a better understanding of how they live 
* I learned to be more appreciative of the talents and 
abilities that I have and not to take things for granted 
anymore 

* I have come to a better appreciation of persons with mental 
retardation now that I have seen how hard they have to work 
to earn money 

* I found out that it's what inside people not outside that 
counts - I shouldn't judge people by the way they look 
* I will now look at retarded persons that I see in public 
with a greater understanding 

- 

5. What would you like to remember from this experience? 

A lot of the answers to this question generated the same 
response as the previous question. 
* Thankful for what I have - remember how lucky I am 
* Never prejudge people, especially by how they look 
* People with problems have talents too 
* I'll remember the residents and how friendly everyone was 
at Wrentham State 
* I hope that I remember what it was like to have a 
disability so that I won't make fun of persons with mental 
retardation when I see them 

* I hope that I remember not to look down at people just 
because they're different 

* I want to remember how hard it must be to be handicapped 
* I hope that I remember that people should be looked at for 
their abilities, not their disabilities 

 



 



19, 1994 January 19, 
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Dear Parents, Students and Staff of Martin School, 

We have all been touched by the news of the earthquake 
in California. Some of you have friends or relatives in the 
area, others have been moved by the pictures and stories that 
have been seen on TV or read in the newspapers. 

At Martin School this year, we have been trying to 
help the students come to realize that we all have an 
obligation to reach out and serve our community. 

We began the year with a Big Brother/Big Sister Program 
that ran the first week of the school year. Fifth grade 
students reached out and gave a hand, as well as a heart to 
the first graders. The students learned that they could make 
a difference in their school community by reaching out and 
lending a helping hand to others. 

We have had bottle drives to raise money for the town 
library, food drives for Lenore's Food Panty and a coat 
drive for those in need of warm clothing during the cold 
winter months. We have raised money for the Santa Fund and 
students have made visits to Madonna Manor. The students are 
learning that community goes beyond the walls of Martin 
School and that they can make a difference in the larger 
community of North Attleboro and the surrounding area. 

The earthquake that struck California gives us yet 
another opportunity to help our students understand the 
broader term of community and how they can reach out and lend 
a helping hand to those affected by disaster. 

We have organized a district wide "Earthquake Disaster 
Relief Fund" that will take place in all of the schools 
during the week of January 24th. Monies collected through 
this fund will be donated to the American Red Cross Disaster 
Relief Fund. All pocket change will be accepted in this 
collection. Pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters can be 
brought to school next week and deposited in Relief Fund 
containers that will be placed in the individual classrooms. 

If you have any questions concerning this service 
project please feel free to call Paula Szymczyk (699-5874) 
or Paula Parrish (699-6434). 

Your continued support in our efforts to teach our 
children compassion and concern for others in our world is 
greatly needed as well as appreciated. 

Lighten Your Load and Ease The Load for Others - Contribute 
Your Pocket Change to the Earthquake Disaster Relief Fund 

The Martin School Community Awareness Committee  



COMMUNITY AWARENESS NEWS 

LOS ANGELES AREA DISASTER RELIEF UPDATE 

* As you are aware, we have organized a service project 
that will involve all the local schools in the town of North 
Attleboro during the week of January 24-28th. This project 
will be a "loose change collection". All monies generated 
from this collection are designated to go towards the 
American Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund. 

If any parents would prefer to send checks to school 
they may do so. Please make all checks out to the American 
Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund. Those checks will be sent 
along with the check issued from the "loose change 
collection" to the American Red Cross. 

* Martin School is having their Papa Gino's Night this 
coming Monday - January 24th. It was voted at the last MS: 
Meeting, that any money raised from this fundraiser will be 
donated to a school system in need in California. We will 
keep you posted on this community service project as it 
becomes available. 

* Members of the Advent Christian Church are organizing a 
food drive for victims. Contributors may drop off donations 
at the church or at the M.A. Vigorito & Son Clothing store at 
8 N. Washington, North Attleboro. 

I spoke with Branden Vigorito and he said that they are 
also accepting any medical supplies, blankets, bedding, 
clothing, toys - (these items may be used), as well as non- 
perishable food items. He hoped to be sending a tractor- 
trailer out by the end of next week. 

If you have any further question, please call Vigorito's 
at 595-5201, 

* Thank you for your support in these community service 
projects. If you have any questions, please call Paula 
Parrish - 699-6434, 

The Martin School Community Service Committee 

 



February 3, 1994 

To all teachers of Martin School, 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for 
your support in our first town wide school service effort, 
the LA Earthquake Relief Fund. So far we have raised a total 
of $2830.00. This money will be sent to the LA Earthquake 
Relief Fund via the American Red Cross of Mass Bay. The 
people there have assured me that 100% of the money raised 
will be used for the LA relief efforts. 

In order for service to become a truly learning 
experience, it needs to be reflected upon after it is 
implemented. With this in mind, I would like to ask you to 

take 15-20 minutes of your class day to help the students 
reflect upon the difference that they made by taking part in 
this project. 

Questions that might be asked are: 
* How did you feel about taking part in the project? 
* How has this changed you? 
* How did taking part in this project change or help 
Martin School? the town of North Attleboro? 
* Will this service project change the way that you look 
at people in the future? 
ls 

* Most importantly - why do we reach out to help others? 

If you could have one or two students keep track of 
the class responses we would like to post these in the 
hallway. 

If you have any questions, please contact me or Mr. 
Battista. 

I had one parent tell me about her son who took all of 
his allowance that he had been saving and brought it to 
school for the Relief Fund. When the mother asked him if he 
was sure if he wanted to do that his response was "Sure I do. 
I have lots of things. These people have nothing." 

When our students reach out to one another in compassion 
and love, then they are understanding what service is all 
about. If they reflect upon it, then they understand not 
only with their minds, they understand with their hearts. 

 



February 18, 1994 

Ms. Lygia Gordan 
American Red Cross of Mass Bay 
61 Medford Street 
Somerville, MA 02143 

Dear Ms. Gordan, 

Please find enclosed a cashier's check in the amount of 
$2418.83 and personal checks for the Red Cross LA Relief Fund 
in the amount of $420.00 for a combined total of $2838.83. 

This money was collected through the combined efforts of the 
students of North Attleboro to benefit the Los Angeles 
Earthquake Relief Efforts. 

We are pleased and proud of our students for the part that 
they have taken in reaching out to others in their time of 
need. 

I enjoyed speaking with you last week and have passed out the 
press releases to all of the schools involved with the fund 
raising. Thank you for helping to further educate our young 
people about the Red Cross relief services. 

I have assured administration and students, based 
on the conversation that I had with you, that 100% of the 
money collected will be spent for relief efforts in the LA 
area. I know that you will forward this money to the 
necessary Red Cross agency to accomplish this task. 

Thank you again for all of your help. 

Sincerely, 

Paula Parrish and Paula Szymczyk 

Co-ordinators of the North Attleboro 

LA Relief Fund 

Martin School 

9 Landry Ave. 
N. MA 02760  



March 16, 1994 

Dear Mr. Battista and St 

Please find attached a letter from the American 

acknowledging our LA Earthquake Relief efforts. 

f you would please s 
sure that they would 

it interes 
: date especiall 

that ; 11 )e corresponding wi 
Vanalden Avenue School in Reseda, 

Thank you for your co-operation and on-going help with this 

service awareness program. 

Sincerely, 

Paula Parrish and the Community Awareness Committee 

 



a American Red Cr OSS Greater Boston Headquarters 
of Massachusetts Bay 61 Medford Street 

Somerville, MA 02143-3435 

(617) 623-0033 

March 4, 1994 
Paula Parrish & Paula Szymczyk 
Co-ordinators of the North Attleboro 
LA Relief Fund 
Martin School 
9 Landry Avenue 
North Attleboro, MA 02760 

Dear Friends of the Red Cross: 

On behalf of the American Red Cross of Massachusetts Bay, please 
accept my thanks for all your efforts in assisting our fundraisng 
endeavors by raising $2,838.83 towards disaster relief operations 
as a result of the Los Angeles Earthquake. We are indeed touched by 
the powerful force of goodwill generated by the students of North 
Attleboro. 

The American Red Cross is dedicated to providing emergency relief 
to those affected by the Los Angeles Earthquake. Of top priority 
are the immediate needs of the victims- food, clothing, shelter, 
and first aid. Over 10,000 trained Red Cross disaster workers from 
Los Angeles and surrounding regions have been on the job. 
Throughout the affected areas, 22 Red Cross shelters are in 
operation, 8 Mass Care Centers are open serving those staying in 
open-air locations, and 12 Service Centers are operating daily to 
meet the specific needs of families requiring case work. More than 
25,571 people have stayed in Red Cross shelters to date. Presently, 
shelters are housing 4,600 people. Thirty-eight Emergency Response 
Vehicles are distributing food and other relief supplies and since 
the Earthquake, over 1,000,000 meals have been served. The Red 
Cross will continue to deliver assistance and service to disaster 
victims for as long as it takes for individuals to get back on 
their feet. 

For over 100 years, the American Red Cross has been helping people 
in time of need, alleviating needless suffering, educating the 
public on safety issues, and striving to promote humanitarian 
principles. National statistics show that the American Red Cross 
will serve 7 out of every 10 Americans in some capacity within 
their lifetime. We depend on generosity as we work to improve the 
quality of life in communities everywhere. 

Again, thank you for your gift. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia H. Peyton 
Q Chief Executive Officer  



February 3, 1994 

Dear Dr. McKeigue, North Attleboro School Principals and 
P.T.O0. Presidents, 

We would like to thank you for your support in our 
community wide fund raising efforts for the Los Angeles 
Earthquake Relief Fund. 

Monies collected from all of the schools total $2830.11 
at this time. This money will be sent to the American Red 
Cross of Mass Bay in Somerville, MA. I have been assured 
that 100% of this money will be sent directly to the Los 
Angeles area Red Cross to help the earthquake victims. 

We are being faxed press releases from the Red Cross 
that indicate the expenditures of money contributed to the 
fund. We will forward these along to you as they are 
received. Please pass this information on to your students. 
We feel the students will gain a better knowledge of "service 
learning" if they are able to come to realize where and how 
their efforts in the community made a difference. 

We feel that our first attempt at a school wide service 
learning project went rather smoothly considering the short 
time that we had to put it together. We hope that with that 
in mind, any miscommunications or misunderstandings in 
regards to the project will be looked upon as a learning 
experience for all of us. 

Again, thank you for your support in this effort and in 
getting the message across to our children that together we 
can make a difference not only in our schools and in our 
community but in our world as well. 

Congratulations on a job well done. 

Sincerely, 

Paula Szymczyk and Paula Parrish 

Co-ordinators of N.A. Los Angeles 
Earthquake Relief Fund  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: (617)623-0033 
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As the victims of the California Earthquake sort through the rubble, Rea Cross mental health workers are at their 
side offering & shoulder to lean on and words of encouragement. More than 20 ntal health workers are 

stationed at shelters, and on feeding vans roaming ihe devastated area. 

These specially trained workers assist families in coping with their emotions, counsel parents on how to help 
their traumatized children, and help victims deal with the unique stress that comes with having "lost everything”. 

They identify peopie who may need individualized, specialized attention and work with local resources to 

facilitate long term care. Over €,400 people have benefitted from conversations with Red Cross mental health 
workers. 

Victoria Rose, a Red Cross mental health volunteer from the Massachusetts Bay Chapter will be leaving 

for the quake stricken area on Friday morning from Logan Airport. Ross also assisted this past summar 

during the Midwest Floods, 

The American Red Cross expects to spend over $31 million to assist the victims of the earthquake. The 

following figures summarize Red Cross assistance to the victims of the California Earthquake. 

¢ Estimated number of families affected; 50,000 
4 Shelters open: 36 
¢ Shelter population last night: 8,748, total shelter popuiation to date: 48,705 

é Service Centers open: 15 
(Service Centers are locations where Red Cross caseworkers meet with families one- on-one to discuss 
thelr specific disaster-caused needs. Viotims recelve vouchers that they take to local merchants to obtain 
critically needed items to include: change of clothes, groceries, prescription medications, beds and other 
necessary goods lost in the disaster.) 

4 Total meals served to dats: 288,010 
¢ Emergency response vehicles and moblle feeding unita on site in California: 72 
¢ Trained Rad Cross disaster workers assisting viotims to date. 4,856 

All Red Cross disaster assistance is FREE to those in need, mad e possible through the gifts of time and money 
from the American people. 

The best way that people can help the victims of the California Earthquake and the victims of other disasters 
is by making a financial contribution to the American Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund. People may do so by 
calling 1-800-842-2200, or by sending a check to: 

American Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund, 
¢/0 American Red Cross of Massachusetts Bay 

P.O. Box 1647 
Boston, MA 02205-1547 

MBERS OF THE MEDIA WHO ARE INTERESTED IN INTERVIEWING VICTORIA ROSS SHOULD 
CALL BARBARA PLATT AT 623-0033, EXTENSION 261. 

Unicad Way . Serving 78 communities in Easter Massachusetts and Nantucket  
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RED CROSS LAUNCHES $50 MILLION APPEA 
Relief Costs Rise as Aftershocks Continue 

LCS ANGELES, February i--American Red Cross President 

announced & S30 million fundraising appeal 10 meet the escalating costs for disaster 

relief in Southern California and for other major disasters expected to occur this 

spring. 

Dole issued her appeal for funds during a news conference at the Red Cross 

"super” service center located in the Northridge community of Los Angeles--the area 

most severely damaged by the earthquake. Red Cross workers there are meeting 

with hundreds of families dally to assess their disaster-related needs and provide 

assistance. 

in recent weeks as damage assessments have been completed, the cost of the 

Red Cross relief operation in Southern California has grown from $10 million to over 

$30 million, and like past major disasters, could grow significantly higher. In addition, 

predictions of further flooding In the Midwest this spring could drive the relief agency's 

needs well beyond the $50 million mark. 

"Tens of thousands of families were struck by this earthquake and the number of 

those affected continues to rise," Dole said. "Ws need people's help now to ensure 

we can continue to provide warm, dry shelter, food, basic household goods and other 

assistance to sveryone in need as a result of this disaster." 

--MORE--  
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ed Cross Disaster Relief Func have totaled $12.¢ million. 

ing the next several months the Red Cross will provide thousands of 

earthquake victims with vouchers for temporary rental assistance; essential groceries; 

clothing; basic suppiies for building and households repairs; and occupational supplies 

and equipment. 

More than 50,000 homes have besn damaged or destroyed by the earthquake. To 

date, 7,119 families have received counsel at Red Cross service centers, and more 

than 7,000 Red Cross disaster workers are providing assistance to earthquake victims 

in Southern California. 

Since the saringuake hlt, the Red Cross has served more than 639,000 meals. 

Last night, the Red Cross operated 30 shelters where some 4,600 people sougnt 

refuge. Seventeen Red Cross service centers are now operating dally from 9 a.m. to 

7 p.m. and to date, more than 7,000 families have sought assistance. 

The American Red Cross is chartered by Congress to provide disaster ralief 10 

residents of the United States, Its territories, possessions and commonwealths. But, 

Dole points out, the Red Cross does not receive government funding to carry out Its 

mandate.  
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contribution to the Amsrican Red Cress may 00 SC Dy sending a gonation 10 their local 

chapter, or to the Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund, P.O. Box 37243, Washington, 

D.C. 20013. The toll-free number for charging a donation to a credit card is 1-800- 

842-2200 (English), or 1-800-257-7575 (Spanish) 

FEB Gz  



EARTHQUAKE: LOS ANGELES 

CHOOL PROGRAM 

Vanalden Avenue School 

19019 Delano Street 

Reseda, CA 91335 

818-342-5131 

Principal: Ms. Teri Cook 

Statistics: * 470 Students - grades K - 5 

* School damage minimal - loss of supplies and text books 

Students suffered severe personal loss - many students left homeless or 

temporarily displaced. 

As a result of personal loss many students in need of counseling and 

displaying unusual behavior problems. 

Suggestions for aid: 

* Pen - Pals from grade to grade, class to class 

* Financial aid welcomed but not required 

Open for discussion between Martin administration and Vanalden 

administration 

Comments: Out of 800 schools in the greater LA area 150 were damaged and 30 

severely damaged 

* Many teachers have been left homeless 

* It is apparent there is a need for some sort of out reach by our 

community and anything that is done for any length of time will be 

greatly appreciated 

Liaison for Adopt a School: Ms. Kathleen Barry 

Los Angeles School System 

213-625-6989  



Sun Chronicle — Januar 225 1994 

California quake tremors 
felt in the Attleboros 

If we had forgotten how much 
the ‘United States is still a nation 
on the move and how interconnect- 
ed the country is, we came in for a 
rude reminder of it this week. 

The shock waves from the south- 
ern California earthquake stopped 
far west of the Attleboro area, but 
emotional tremors rippled from 
Norfolk to Rehoboth. 

California bashing, which seems 
to be a staple of house party 
chatter, was forgotten for the time. 
Instead there were frantic phone 
calls or frustration at not being 
able to link up with . the West 
Coast. 

As information began to emerge 

from the quake area an Attleboro 

man learned a former co-worker 

from Brockton was among the 46 

victims. News for his neighbors 
was generally more upbeat: = 

>» An Attleboro High graduate 
who has made a career in the 
special-effects end of the movie 

business is safe. 

» A former city woman residing 
in an LA suburb suffered nothing 

worse than seeing her medicine 

chest shaken off the wall. 
» Three area college students on 

internships spent terrifying hours 

in a shaking California motel 
room, but emerged safely. 

» As for the 70 California rela- 

v | 

Our area's ties to 
California are linked to the 
heart. And that is where 
the strings are pulling for 

~ relief efforts that have 
been started around 

Attleboro. 

A 

tives of an Attleboro woman — all 

are safe. 
Our area’s ties to California are 

linked to the heart. And that is 
where the strings are pulling. for 
relief efforts that have been start- 

ed around Attleboro. 

One of them is a colladtion. in 

‘North Attleboro schools. This is 
sort of a latter-day version of the 
Red Cross drives that were held in 
schools in the wakes of disasters in 
the 1950s. Cardboard cylinders 
would appear on the teacher’s desk 
and students would be invited to 
deposit their pennies, nickels or 

dimes. : 
The lesson is the same now as it 

was then. Our means may be 

small, but we can help and prove 
to ourselves that, no matter the 

magnitude of the catastrophe, we 

need not feel overwhelmed or help- 

less.  



Sun Chronicle - January 20, 1994 
: J 

NA schools 

collecting 
quake relief 
NORTH ATTLEBORO. — Near- 

ly 4,000 pupils in the local schools 
will be pooling their loose change 
in the next week to aid earth- 
quake victims in the Los Angeles 
area. ; 

Paula Parrish, head of the com- 
munity awareness committee at 
the Martin School, said the 
project had been cleared with the 
school superintendent. The money 
collected will be transferred into 
disaster relief through the disas- 
ter relief fund of the American 
Red Cross. : 

Parrish said the idea came 
from parent Paula Szymeczyk, 
who desired to have the children 
reach out and help people. It was 
approved by presidents of. the 
other parent-teacher organiza- 

tions, said Parrish. 
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Math Quiz 
People 

Opinion 

Page 35 
Page 36 

Page 37 

  

  

    

Quake 
shakes 

students 
NA, Norfolk schools 
pitch in to help LA 
BY NANCY SYLVESTRE 

SUN CHRONICLE STAFF 

- n California last week 
when quake-jittery chil- 
dren returned to school, 
the lesson of the day 

was, “It’s OK to be 
afraid.” 

In North Attleboro and Nor- 
folk, students also learned an 

important lesson in the wake of 
the devastating earthquake that 
struck 20 miles away from 
downtown Los Angeles: 

“They learned about the 
broader term of ‘community’ 
and how they could reach out 
‘and lend a helping hand to those 
affected by the disaster,” said 
North Attleboro parent Paula 
Parrish. 

In North Attleboro,.a school 
system-wide earthquake disas- 
ter relief fund was organized. 
Students were able to deposit 
pocket change into relief fund 
containers in individual class- 
rooms, to be donated to the 
American Red Cross Disaster 
Relief Fund. The money will be 
tallied this week. 

90 

‘We on if we do 

our part and . 

everyone else does 

their part we can all 

make a difference.’ 

North student 

Erika Bramley 

A 
And in Norfolk, children do- 

- nated quarters for the privilege 
of being able to wear hats for 
the day, in a cooperative effort 

between the Freeman Centenni- 
al and H. Olive Day schools, 
raising $285. Normally, there is 
a school policy against wearing 

hats in school, but the rule was 
waived for the day. 

Sixty people were killed in the 
Jan. 17 quake, which measured 

6.6 on the Richter scale. About 
4,500 more were injured. Thou- 
sands struggled to get by with 
no power, no water and in some 
cases, no place to live. 
  

SEE QUAKE, PAGE 34»  



  

    
  

MARK STOCKWELL / THE SUN CHRONICLE 

Disaster relief 
Martin Elementary School fifth graders Stephen Gruppioni, Erika 

Bramley, Tricia McGahan and Joseph Gacinto, dump out some of 

the money collected at the North Attleboro school to help victims 
of the earthquake that struck the Los Angeles area on Jan. 17.   
  

 



  

» QUAKE: Schools pitch in 
FROM PAGE 29 

In addition to the local school 
contributions, some local 
churches also organized relief ef- 

forts. On Tuesday, the Clinton 
administration announced a $6.6 
billion aid package for a wide 
range of emergency assistance 
including education funds to re- 
store the shattered school system 
and highway funds to rebuild bro- 
ken freeways. The quake badly 

pounded half of the district’s 640 
schools, causing damages esti- 
mated to run as high as $700 
million. Most Los Angeles public 

schools reopened Tuesday. 
California Gov. Pete Wilson 

said the damage toll could match 
Hurricane Andrew’s $30 billion, 

the costliest natural disaster in 
U.S. history. 

Following that 1992 storm, stu- 
dents in Wrentham raised money 

- to send 40 mats on which children 
could sleep to students to the R.R. 
Moton School in’ Dade . County, 
Fla., where many students had to 
ride for 20 miles to attend school 
at an out-of-towh location. 

The connection was that now- 
retired teacher, Dot Hannon’s 
daughter was working 'in Dade 
County. 

Norfolk into action 

In Norfolk, the quake relief 
effort was spurred when Freeman 
Centennial School Vice Principal 
Jack Thomas was unable to con- 
tact his mother and sister for 
several days. 

The pair, who was shaken but 
uninjured, live in Torrence, Calif., 

Thomas said, just 30 miles from 
Northridge, where the inka] S ep- 
icenter was. 

“It showed the kids that the 

adults around them were con- 
cerned about the welfare of other 
people and the things that were 
going on in California and that 

they could be, too, and help out,” 
H. Olive Day School Principal 
Linda Balfour said. ‘In addition 
to academics, caring for others is 

an important part of what we’re 
trying to teach children.” 

The North Attleboro effort be- 
gan at Martin School with a 

parent group there called the 

Community Awareness Commit- 

tee. 
“We have been {ile to help 

the students come to realize that 

we all have an obligation to reach 
out and serve our community,” 
said committee member Parrish. 

- “We're trying to get children to 
get out and be involved in the 
community they live in, to under- 
stand that their responsibility 
goes wider than school. And it 
goes out to California as well.” 
Community involvement has be- 

come a growing educational focus 
in many state school districts. 
During the school year students at 
Martin School and in other 
schools have been involved in 
food and clothing drives to benefit 
local charities. 

“The earthquake gave us yet 
another opportunity to help peo- 
ple,” Parrish said. 

Parent Paula Szymczyk said 
the initiative for the quake relief 
came from the ‘students, which 
made everyone proud. 

Principal Anthony Battista said 
Martin school has also earmarked 
money raised from a special pizza 
night held last week ‘“to send 
specifically to a school that has 
been affected by the “earthquake.” 
He said “a couple of hundred 
dollars” was collected. 
“We want to have children real- 

“ize they’re part of the community, 
and the best way to do that is to 
get them personally involved,” he 

said. ‘The teachers discuss the 
reasons why so the kids realize 
‘the rational behind it.” 

Martin School fifth-grader Eri- 

ka Bramley said she had read 
stories in the newspaper and saw 
pictures on TV of ‘destroyed 
schools, houses, and towns” in 
California. 

“It made me feel upset that 
these people were so unfortunate, 
that they had everything that was 

important to them wrecked,” she 
said. “I thought it was great that 
we could pitch in and help as 
much as we could, and maybe 

make a difference. We’ve seen 
relief people going to California 
on the news, and we know if we 
do our part and everyone else 

does their part we can all make a 
difference.” 

92  
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Dear Mrs. Marcoccio, 

I talked with Gary Poholek on Friday and set-up Wednesday, 

May 11th for your class to go over to Madonna Manor. 

Gary liked the idea of the children and residents working 
together on planting flowers. He has lots of margarine 
containers and I'll find out about getting gravel for the 
bottom, dirt and flowers. Gary also said that if we needed 
to buy the materials, that he would be able to take it out of 
petty cash. 

Gary mentioned that "Mother Earth" used to come to the manor 
and the residents miss her program and he was sure that they 
would be delighted about planting with the students. We 
thought that they could make two arrangements - one for the 
residents and one for the children to take home. 

Let me know what you think. I feel that this would be a 
great way to officially end the Adopt-a-Grandparent program 

in hopes that the children might continue to go over during 
the summer. Gary has put June 21st done on the calendar for 
the residents to come to Martin for the first grade music 
program. 

Thanks for all of your help in organizing this program. It 
was a terrific first year and I hope a beginning to some new 
programs at Martin in the years to come. 

Sincerely, 

 



RE: MADONNA MANOR ADOPT - A - GRANDPARENT PROGRAM 

Dear Parents and Students of Mrs. Marcoccio, 

Over the last year you have participated in the Adopt-a- 
Grandparent program at Madonna Manor. It has been a joy and 
pleasure to watch the parents, children and residents come 
together month after month, gradually get to know one another 
and establish caring relationships. 

We are very excited that the residents from the Manor will be 
able to come to Martin School for the first grade performance 
on June 21st. It will be a fitting way to bring our service 
program to a conclusion for the school year. 

For any service program to be a complete learning experience, 
participants need to reflect upon what they did and how it 
affected them and their community. I would like to ask the 
parents assistance in helping their child reflect upon their 
experiences at the Manor and what changes it has brought 
about for them in their lives. 

If you would please spend about fifteen minutes with your 
child, using the questions that are on the back of this paper 
as a guideline for reflection, write down responses and 

return the sheet by the end of the week, it would give me a 
chance to see how students and parents alike learned from the 
service experience. 

This will be valuable for us in evaluating the program, but 
my main concern is that the children begin to understand 
and take to heart, that in doing service they do make a 
difference not only in their own lives but in the lives of 
many people. 

Once again, a very special thank you to all of the parents 

who have spent their time in participating in this program. 
It could not have happened without you. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me. 

Paula Parrish 

(699-6434)  



REFLECTION QUESTIONS 

Students and parents alike can answer the questions. 

1. What did you like best about going over to Madonna Manor? 

Was there anything that you did not 

What would make this project better next time? 

What did you learn from the Adopt-a-Grandparent Program?  
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seniors play host 
to Martin pupils 
BY CHRISTINE GANNON 
FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE 

NORTH ATTLEBORO — Once 
each month during the past school 
year, a new program has brought 
together the seemingly disparate 
worlds of the. elderly and the 
elementary-school child. 

Those who might think that 
first-graders from the Joseph W. 
Martin School would find little in 
common with residents of Madon- 
na Manor, a local nursing home, 
would be ‘proven wrong by the 
popularity of the Adopt-A-Grand- 2 
parent program. : 

The year-old intergenerational 
program, through which Martin 
School first-graders have the op- 
portunity to visit Madonna Manor 
elders once a month during the 
academic - year, was the brain- 
child of Joni Marcoccio, a first- 
grade teacher at the Martin 

School. 

She created the program with 
the help of Paula Parish, a Martin 
School parent who has worked to 
create community awareness pro- 
grams in local schools. 
Establishing the Adopt-A- 

Grandparent program at Madon- 

na Manor was of particular inter- | 
est to Marcoccio -because her 
mother, Vera Knowles, is a resi- 
dent of the nursing home. 

“I saw how much my mom 
loved to have kids visit, and it 
just evolved from there,” ‘Marcoc- 
cio said. 
Originally, nine students attend- 

ed the after-school program at its 
inception last fall, but that num- 
ber has increased - quring the 

. school year. 
" Gary Poholek, activity director 

at Madonna Manor, estimates 
that the initial number of student - 
participants has tripled. ~~ 

Additionally, he explained, par- 
-ents are becoming involved in the 
program, running, for example, 
an intergenerational bingo game 
and overseeing the baking of 
homemade desserts for mirsing 
home residents. 

Poholek, who has oats dviived 
in similar intergenerational pro-- 
grams at Madonna Manor, said 
that residents have derived so 

much joy’ from the Martin: 
School a sd i 
gram. 

SEE MADONNA, PAGE 5» 

  

 



» MADONNA: First-graders adopt seniors 
FROM PAGE 3 

“They really look forward to 
it,” he said, adding, ‘its one of 
their favorite programs.” 

According to Poholek and Mar- 
coccio, the program has benefited 
both Madonna Manor residents 
and their elementary-school-level 
guests. 

“The youngsters recognize and 
understand some of the needs of 
the elders” as a result of the 

program, said Marcoccio. 

“For instance, they have 
learned to speak loudly and slow- 
ly, and to hold a cup of punch for 
the residents until they have tak- 
en it. 

“The program shows them an 
extension of life beyond their own 

walls and the walls of the school. 
They’ve. learned that elders still 
like to play games and sing 
songs,’’ she said. 

Poholek said the Adopt-A- 
Grandparent program fits well 
into the types of activities planned 
for the residents. Many of the 
events are based on the Eden 

  

Alternative, an approach to nurs- 
ing-home programming piloted in 
a New York facility. 

“We emphasize getting back to 
basic elements, of which children, 
music, nature, pets all are a 
part,” Poholek explained. 

‘“We concentrate on various 

types of therapeutic activities, 

and the children are a really big 
part of that.” 

After the Adopt-A-Grandparent 
program formally concludes at 
the end of the.school year, Mar- 
coccio will continue to encourage 
parents and children to visit Ma- 
donna Manor residents during the 
summer. 
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pitch ; in 

in North 
BY GLORIA LaBOUNTY 

SUN CHRONICLE STAFF 

NORTH ATTLEBORO -— For 
parents, teachers and students at 

town schools, being part of a 
community means being part of 
the action. 

The schools donated to town 
nurse Lenore Paquin’s Thanksgiv- 

. ing food drive for needy families 
and her recent coat drive, and 
plan to do more for Christmas. 

Other types of community serv- 
ice are also part of their pro- 
grams. 

At Amvet Boulevard School, re- 
turnable bottles and cans are 
collected, and the money is used 
to buy cleaning supplies for needy 
families, who often get donated 
food but not those types of items. 

The school also has an interge- 
nerational reading program with 
the council on aging that has 
senior citizens come to the school 
and read to the children. . .. 

At the Martin School, a bottle 
drive benefits the Richards Me- 
morial Library, and $980 has been 
raised so far.’ 

A first grade is also participat- 
ing in an “Adopt a Grandparent” 
program with visits to ‘Madonna 
Manor. : 
Roosevelt Aver School reolin 

ues to collect pennies for Paquin’s - 
programs, and students will be 
donating new mittens, hats, socks 
and underwear for Gistribuion at 
Christmas. 

The school also did its.own i food 
collection for Thanksgiving to 
help Roosevelt families, and do- 
nated excess food to Paquin and 

the Grace Episcopal Church food 
kitchen. 

Falls and Allen Avenue schools 
have had their annual penny 
drives and food collections, and 
even the kindergarten students at 
Woodcock School collected pen- 

nies for Lenore.  
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November 22, 1993 

Dear Ron, 

I have talked to Christine Sullivan and have set-up an 
appointment to talk with her on Wednesday, December lst in 
regards to the pending project between the seventh graders 
and the kindergarten students. 

Christine told me that she had spoken to the other 
teachers and that they would all like to participate in the 
project. She also stated that they have set up some 
guidelines and expectations for the project and that she 
would discuss those with me at our meeting. 

I will be in contact with you after my meeting with 
Christine and hope that we might be able to put together 
proposal in the next few weeks. 

If you have any questions or anything further that 
you would like to have me speak to her about besides what 
we have already discussed please call me. Hope you have a 
safe and Happy Thanksgiving. 

P.S. I've have been trying to contact PTO Presidents to have 
them call Gloria LaBonty (695-7541) with information on their 
schools service projects that they have been doing over the 
year. Gloria said that any information should be passed on 
to her by noon on Tuesday, November 23rd so that she could 

have an article in the paper on Sunday. She said that it 
would be a good time of the year to give thanks for the 
students of the area and all that they have done in the 
community. If you have the time you might give Gloria a call 
and let her know what your team or any of the others have 
been doing this year. 

 



December 3, 1993 

Dear Ron, 

I talked with Christine Sullivan on this past Wednesday 
regarding the proposed service program between the seventh 
graders and the kindergarten classes at Woodcock. 

c la os 
po 

The teachers had put together the following requests: 

Monday is the only day they have that is uninterrupted 
by music, gym or library. That day would best suit their 
needs without it being a rescheduling nightmare for them. 

Best times on Monday are 9-9:30 a.m. or 10-10:30 a.m. 
That would give the students between 20-25 minutes in the 
classroom allowing ten minutes over and ten minutes back. 

They have seven kindergarten classes in the morning. 

They have requested that when the students come to 
Woodcock, that some designated person check in at the 
office upon arrival. 

Kindergarten changeover is on January 31st. In order 

for there not to be anymore confusion on that day it 
would be best to begin this program on the following 
Monday, Feb. 7th. 

The kindergarten teachers have no problem with the length 
of this course. It would most likely be up to your team 
to decide how long a program you would like to develop. 
You can set up the time frame to suit your curriculum 
needs. 

It was suggested by the kindergarten teachers that the 
seventh graders develop their own program with the 
children. However any books that they would like to read 
to the kindergarten classes should be pre-approved by 
either them or your team. 

It was also suggested that students speak with the 
kindergarten teacher to find out about the curriculum for 
each month or to use holidays within each month as a 
source of inspiration for their course preparation. 
(e.g. February - President's Day, Black History Month; 
Spring - all of the teachers are during a unit on 
insects; May - Mexico is being highlighted - songs, 
dances etc.) 

I didn't know if you were planning on taking over one 
s of students at a time. If that is the case you could  



have 3-4 seventh graders (depending on the size of your 
class) in a specific kindergarten classroom with groups of 6- 
7 students. You could rotate your students every week so 
that each student would go over once every three weeks. 
Within that structure you could have teams of 3-4 seventh 
graders (One from each of your three classes) that would work 
with the same group of kindergarten students whenever they 
went over. It would be important to keep the same group of 
kindergarten students together every week and have the same 
"team" of seventh graders work with them. 

They would have to get together during the week and plan 
their activities so that they were not duplicating work or 
perhaps they would decide to carry over the same theme from 
one week to the next. (Read a specific book, draw pictures, 
write own stories etc.) This would be the planning, learning 
and teaching skills that the seventh graders would have to 
develop during the course of the service program. 

I would like to get together with you and the team in 
order to set up some guidelines and goals for this program. 
My hope is that the students will not only learn skills 
necessary for teaching and planning but that they will also 
learn about compassion and caring for others in our society. 

If the seventh graders are to learn from this program 
they will need to discuss and plan the project, implement the 
program and then reflect on what they have learned from their 
service, To insure that this is done, it will have to be 
incorporated into your time frame for the program. 

I'm looking forward to working with your team on this 
project. Please let me know when you would like to get 
together to discuss this further. 

 



CLASSROOM NOTES FOR: 

* Discussion on seventh grade service project with the 
kindergarten students from Woodcock School 
* What is service 
* What are their expectations 

Explain how I became involved in this particular service 
project: 

* parent's feelings about need for service in schools 
* I spoke to Dr. McKeigue, Dr. Strohmberg, Mr. Battista 

Mr. DiFiore 

2. Working on a Master's 
* requirement for completion of this Masters Program is 

a project that involves working with people 
* asked if my involvement with the school system here 

in N.A. would fulfill that requirement 

3. Why I choose service for my project area 
* Have come to a greater understanding of and about 

service over the last four years that I have been involved in 
the program 

* Newspapers, T.V., town wide, etc. lots of fighting 
and violence - began to wonder how we could instill in 
persons or re-awaken the desire to reach out to one another 

* One way to do that was teaching our young person 
about service 

Discussion on service 
How might service change the tide of violence in our 

society? How might it change N.A. 
Who can do it? 

4. As part of my project I need to write a paper ~ a big 
bulk of this paper deals with reflection 

Explain my going to Madonna Manor - what I thought before I 
went and how do I feel now. 

What is reflection? What would you reflect on? Why is 
reflection important? 

Do this in relationship to their project: 

1. What is your project? 
2. Why is there a need to go over to Woodcock 

Is there a concern or need that has to be addressed? 
(Building up trustful relationships with younger 
students etc.) 

How are you going to do this project? 
(Have them explain what they are going to be doing) 
(How does this tie into your coursework) 

What will you be learning from this project? K students 
learning?  



so deals with personal change and growth. 
ly academically from this project, hopefu 

also change persona 

Heart 

Intellectualize 

Implement the project 

Reflect upon the project 

Only when you reflect upon what you have done learning 
come full circle and come to a great understandi of your 
self and how you and your community have been changed by what 
you have done. 

 



  

work with 

What do you expect to learn personally from being involved 

4, Who benefits from community 
§ 4 

 



Fraramnts 

The "bEnergizers” are involved in a community service 

at the John Woodcock Elementary School. We have 

working with Mrs. Faula Farrish who is responsible for 

tabi ishing community service activities in this area. 

from our team will provide assistance to the 

and the kindergarten students at the Woodcock 

We will be establishing a partnership between the 

schools to enhance the sducational process. Different 
sections of our team will be visiting the Woodcock School on 
assigned davs covering various areas of the curriculum. 

Students will be walking over to the Woodcock School 
(weather permitting) and returning during the same period 
tor a total number of 1-4 times. 

The tirst of our visits will take place on Friday, 
Apeil  B, 1994 from 12930 ho 1110. The students will miss 
pariog 48 but will return in time for period 7. 

The ciass decided to prepare stories about 
"Clif+ord” the big red dog, and they will be reading these 
stories to the kindergarten classes on Friday. We wish to 
thank Mrs. Judy Smith, Jr. High computer teacher, for all 
her hard work on this project. Stories, ranging in size 
trom tive to fourteen pages, were written and illustrated by 
the students on Apple 1116S computers. Compatible "Clifford" 
graphics were gathered by Mrs. Smith and assembled on disks. 
The students imported these graphics into the Superfrint 
program. Students developed their own story lines, designed 
thelr page layouts, selected their fonts, and decided on 
graphics. Some students enhanced their projects with 
origina art. The completed stories were printed in color 
and assembled in individual binders. 

Attar our visit the original stories will be delivered 
to the office of the Superintendent to be shared with the 

members of the School Conmittes. 

Sincerely, 

Mie. DiFiora 

Mrs. Clarner 

Mrs. Kulesza 

Mrs. Farrish 

Mrs. Smith  



NAME 
  

1. What did your project accomplish for you, the school and 

the na Iv? 

What was the biggest challenge? 

3. Describe what you learned from your service experience 
that you could not learn in any other way. 

4. What did the children at Woodcock learn from you? 
What did the teachers, and administration learn? 

od 5. How did you feel while you were providing service? 

6. How has service changed how you think about yourself, 
other students and your community? 

benefited from this community service and 
you see as an ou of this project?  



 



  

  

Community Service Learning 

Projects 

May 1993 to June 1994 

Et 2 
bi 

| > 
BE = ha 

oseph W. Martin Elementary School 

North Attleboro Junior High School 

     



  

  

COMMUNITY SERVICE LEARNING 

Over the 1993-94 school year the Joseph W. Martin Elementary School and the North 
Attleboro Junior High School have engaged in several "pilot " service learning programs. All 

of these programs were integrated into existing curriculums, however, the depth of integration 

and service varied depending upon the nature of the program. 

These programs varied greatly in the nature of service. Some students worked with residents 

of a local nursing home while others shared original short stories with neighboring 

kindergarten students. Another group recycled bottles and directly aided a local library and 
indirectly helped a school for the adult mentally handicapped. 

Some of these programs were town oriented, others helped neighboring communities. One 

project even aided communities in California. While some of the programs were grade 

specific, others involved the entire school. One project which began as a town wide project, 

was further developed on a school wide basis. 

No matter what the project, the beginning reason for starting these programs was the same. 

These service programs were begun with the hope of helping our young people understand the 

concept of community. We are a people created in community and it is in community that we 

will either succeed or fail as the human race. We need to learn that compassion and love of 

neighbor should be a guiding force in our lives. This will allow us a greater chance to live out 

our lives in peace and justice. Community service learning is one way of helping our students 

come to understand this valuable lesson. 

In 1911, Charles Eliot who was then the President of Harvard stated that "the best solution to 

the problem of national order lay in the education of individuals to ideals of service, 

stewardship, and cooperation." Those same words ring true today and are imperative if we 

are to have a peaceful tomorrow. 

Please find attached a description of five different service learning programs: 

Returnable Resource Collection aiding Richards Memorial Library 

Martin School Spring Day at Wrentham State School 

LA Earthquake Relief Fund 

Adopt-a-Grandparent Program 

John Woodcock Elementary School 

     



Q@Y RETURNABLE RESOURCE COLLECTION 

€ May 1993 to April 1994 

%¢ 
This program was initiated by a fifth grade class in which returnable resources - all aluminum, 

plastic, and glass deposit items - were collected on a monthly basis. All moneys raised 

through this effort were donated to Richards Memorial Library, the town library. 

Once a month, fifth grade students who wished to volunteer their services came to school one 

hour before regular school time to collect, clean, and sort the bottles and cans that were 

brought in by parents and students. These resources were then taken to WREDEMCO, a 

redemption center at Wrentham State School. Over the course of the year, the Martin 

community raised a total of $1455.60 for the library. 

This project had many community service learning aspects: 

amed about the value of recycling. 
  

  

 



MARTIN SCHOOL SPRING DAY 

AT WRENTHAM STATE SCHOOL 
April to June 1994 

The Martin School Spring Day was an offshoot of the Returnable Resource Collection. The 

students were indirectly helping out Wrentham State by recycling their bottles at 

WREDEMCO REDEMPTION CENTER, but we felt that there was a greater opportunity to 

develop a relationship between the Martin students and the residents of Wrentham State. 

The goal of this program was to increase the 5th grade students' awareness of people with 

mental retardation who live at Wrentham State. This was to be accomplished by providing the 

students with an experiential program of education and learning through a variety of hands-on 

participatory activities during their day spent at Wrentham State. 

Prior to the students going to Wrentham State, they underwent a two session orientation on 

Disability Awareness. These sessions were presented by representatives from Wrentham State 

and from ARC, the Attleboro Retardation Center. The first session was spent discussing 

disabilities, differences, and commonalties. The students also viewed and discussed a movie 

that was made about Wrentham State and its residents. 

The second session was a hands-on perspective on disabilities. During part of the session they 

were taught different forms of communication that persons with retardation and limitations 

might use. During another portion, disabilities were simulated for the students and then they 

were asked to perform some of the same work tasks that persons at Wrentham State perform 
in the Industrial Workshop. This was done to provide some insights to the skills, abilities, and 

interests of people with mental retardation. 

While the students were originally to visit Wrentham State a few days after their orientation, 

an unexpected medical problem arose at Wrentham State and the field day had to be 

postponed for nearly six weeks. This visit is now scheduled for June 15th. 

The program so far has been a success with oly lessons learned: 

  ( or the a 
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LA EARTHQUAKE RELIEF FUND 

January to April 1994 

The North Attleboro LA Earthquake Relief Fund was brought about due to three young 

North Attleboro students’ human response to the natural tragedy in California. The answer to 

their simple question, "what can we do to help the people?" started originally as a one school 

project and before the first brainstorming phone call was ended it had turned into a town wide 

relief effort. This was truly an exciting service project that brought together all schools in 

North Attleboro, public and private, for the first time to unite forces in making a difference. 

Money was collected in all of the schools for a period of one week. It was up to each school 

to decide how this was to be done. After the collection time, all money was pooled together 

and then sent to the American Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund. 

Total money raised from this effort was $2,838.83. 

This project certainly lent itself to a wide variety of service learning: 

i nn ways that people can n help one c another in time 

  

 



LA EARTHQUAKE RELIEF FUND (cont.) 

January to April 1994 

As a further way of involving students in this relief effort, Martin School made connections 

with an elementary school in Reseda, California that was affected by the earthquake. Money 

raised from a Papa Gino's Pizza Nite was donated to the Van Alden Avenue School. On a 

personal note, the entire student body at Martin School took the time to write letters to all the 
students at Van Alden. 

What a great opportunity this unfortunate disaster afforded us to help teach our young people 

about reaching out and caring for others in our world community. 

REFLECTION: AN IMPORTANT KEY TO COMMUNITY SERVICE LEARNING 

An important aspect of any service learning involves reflection on the part of the person giving 

the service. When people reflect upon what they did and how it changed themselves or others, 

then they begin to take service to heart and make it part of their lives. 

Some responses from the Martin students regarding their involvement in the LA Earthquake 

Relief Fund: 

  

  

  

    
  

   



ADOPT-A-GRANDPARENT PROGRAM 

= MADONNA MANOR AND FIRST GRADE STUDENTS 
October 1993 to June 1994 

A Martin School first grade class began an after school service program at a local nursing 

home with the intent of "adopting" residents as "Grandparents". Over the course of the 

school year, students and parents, tried to go over on a monthly basis to the nursing home to 
sing, visit, and share food with the residents. To conclude this yearlong program, the 

residents of the nursing home will be visiting Martin School to watch a first grade musical 

performance and afterwards share some time with new found friends over refreshments. 

There were many different events throughout the year. October brought children dressed up 

in their Halloween costumes, poems, singing, treats, and passing out spiders made by the 

students. In December the children sang carols with the residents, shared treats, and gifted 

residents with matted pictures ready for hanging that they had made during class time. One 

month the students and residents played bingo and another time they had a planting party. 

Over the months it has been interesting to watch the relationships develop between the 

students and the residents. Students that had been shy and unsure at first now seem at ease 

with the elderly residents. Residents who were a little hesitant about the children now seem to 

be more tolerant . The long term nature of the program was important because it allowed 

time for relationships to develop. We hope that the students have come to experience the joy 
that you feel when you give the gift of your self to others. 

REFLECTION: A KEY TO SERVICE LEARNING 
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SEVENTH GRADERS AND JOHN WOODCOCK SCHOOL 
January to April 1994 

The "Energizers", a seventh grade team at North Attleboro Junior High School, were involved 

in a community service project at the John Woodcock Elementary School . They "piloted" a 

program that we hoped would begin an educational partnership between the two schools. 

The seventh graders decided to prepare stories about "Clifford" , the big red dog, and then 

read their original stories to the kindergarten classes at Woodcock. Mrs. Judy Smith, the Jr. 

High computer teacher aided the students in this project. The stories, ranging in size from five 

to fourteen pages, were written and illustrated by the students on Apple IIGs computers. 

Compatible "Clifford" graphics were gathered by Mrs. Smith and assembled on disks. The 

students imported these graphics into the SuperPrint program. Students developed their own 

story lines, designed their page layouts, selected their fonts, and decided on graphics. Some 

students enhanced their projects with original art. The completed stories were printed in color 

and assembled in individual binders. 

After the stories were completed, the students went over to Woodcock School and read them 

to the children. Four or five seventh grade students were assigned to a classroom and each 

student read to a group of five to seven kindergarten students. They spent about five minutes 

with each group of students, and then rotated to the next group. The seventh graders not only 

got a chance to read to the students, they also shared with them how they wrote the stories, 

quizzed them on the story content, and discovered a little bit about the younger students. 

 



SEVENTH GRADERS AND JOHN WOODCOCK SCHOOL 

(cont.) 
January to April 1994 

REFLECTION: THE KEY TO SERVICE LEARNING 
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North Attleborough Schools 

570 LANDRY AVENUE 

NORTH ATTLEBOROUGH, MASSACHUSETTS 02760 

JOSEPH E. McKEIGUE, Ebp.D., SUPERINTENDENT 

TEL. 508-643-2100 FAX: 508-643-2110 

June 15, 1994 

Mrs. Paula Parrish 

250 CIiff Drive 

North Attleborough, MA 02760 

Dear Paula: 

Thank-you very much for your Community Service Learning Report. The report 
evidences an incredible amount of work given in a spirit of volunteerism. 

Part of the mission of the North Attleborough Public Schools is to develop students 
who have the competence "to participate in group decision-making" and "to 
contribute to local, national, and global communities." The Community Service 
Learning projects provided foundation experiences for the students to grasp the 
meaning of working together and contributing to the greater good. I hope that we 
will be able to replicate your efforts in years to come. 

Thank-you for all your efforts. 

Sincerely, 

. ; 

pds Lye Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

JEM/jea 

ce: North Attleborough School Committee (w/attachment) 

A. Brown 

A. Battista 

R. Stromberg  
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