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A PASTORAL PROBLEM FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION 

During the past decade the inmate population of the 

Federal Bureau of prisons has doubled. During the next 

decade, it will at least double once again. As one of the 

people I minister to in the prison has waggishly pointed 

out, "at the current rate of increase, by the year 2050, 

all of wus will either be in prison or working for 

prisons." This sudden and massive increase in prison 

populations presents many challenges to all of us. 

As a prison chaplain, one of my long held concerns 

has been that we as a society, and more specifically, we 

as a church, have little understanding of the prison 

experience. We blithely lock people up, thinking that we 

are throwing away the key and solving our problem. The 

reality of the situation is that the vast majority of the 

people we incarcerate will, after a number, of years 

return to the outside world and become our neighbors. 

What kind of neighbors will they be? To a large extent 

the answer to that lies in how we as a church have 

responded to their needs while they were in prison. 

This is not a new problem. However, two factors have 

entered the situation which make it paramount that at 

this time we begin to aggressively address this pastoral 

concern. The first is the sheer numbers of people who are 

beginning to enter prisons. In past times, perhaps we 

could ignore the problem with a mistaken sense that those 

who enter prison could be characterized as "them." The 

dregs of society who come from ghettos and not from the  



world in which we live. While this was never entirely 

true, the increased use of drugs in our nation has caused 

crime to move from the ghettos to the suburbs, to the 

little rural towns, and to the country clubs and the jet 

set. Criminals, as hard as we attempt to deny it, are no 

longer "them." As Pogo says, "We have met the enemy and 

he are us!" 

In addition to the increased numbers, there is a 

second factor which elevates the critical nature of this 

problem. In response to the extremely serious social 

problem we are confronted with, we have declared "war" on 

drugs. While I in no way deny the seriousness of our 

current situation, our use of the term war, leads us into 

uncharted and dangerous waters. Our own history of war 

shows us that, as a people, our way of dealing with an 

enemy, so as to make it possible for good decent human 

beings to take the lives of their fellow humans, is to 

depersonalize the enemy. By addressing the enemy as 

gooks, nips, or krauts, we enable ourselves to commit 

acts which no rational person would deem acceptable. As a 

pastoral minister who works with prisoners, I sense that 

we are drifting toward depersonalizing inmates and 

creating myths which make it possible for us to carry on 

the "war." 

A recent experience of mine clearly situates this as 

a problem which must be addressed not only within society 

as a whole but also very specifically within the context 

of our faith communities. I recently attended a week long 

seminar on spirituality. The other participants were all  



people who are intensely committed to ministry and to 

people. I doubt that one could find an assembly of people 

who were more concerned about social justice issues or 

with a stronger commitment to their faith and various 

ministries. One of the topics of the week was 

"Confronting Evil." After viewing a video which related 

peoples’ experiences with being soldiers forced to kill 

others, being victims of racism, and being victims of 

the Nazi death camps, I was shocked to find that a number 

of the others in our class approached me with such 

callous statements as, "I bet you sure confront an awful 

lot of  Bvil.," My response I am afraid was not very 

pastoral. I said, "Your right! There is an awful lot of 

evil in the Church.” 

Another indicator of our progressive 

depersonalization of prisoners as we continue the "war," 

is the increasing acceptance of the death penalty as a 

"final solution" to our drug problems. It is my 

understanding that Congress is currently considering 

legislation which will not only re-establish the death 

penalty for murder, but also for other violent drug 

related crimes. As the "war" progresses and our prisons 

fill up faster than we can build them or as we become 

increasingly burdened with the costs of maintaining them, 

it becomes increasingly clear that some sort of "final 

solution" leaves the realm of fiction and confronts us as 

a practical alternative. 

As a Church we have a serious responsibility to 

clearly articulate that prisoners are people. This is 

the pastoral concern which this paper will attempt to  



address. It is not my intent to attempt to recruit people 

to prison ministry or to educate them so that they may 

participate in this rather specialized ministry. Of 

course anyone who reads this and feels called to join us 

who labor behind the walls is certainly encouraged to 

explore the possibilities. No, my intent is very simple. 

It is to reach those who minister in the outside world so 

that through their own conversion of heart on this issue 

they may in the course of their ministry break down the 

prejudices which allow wus as a church to ignore our 

sisters and brothers who have been incarcerated. Perhaps 

then as prisoners return to our communities with 50 

dollars and a bus ticket, they will be able to find some 

members of the faith community who will be able to extend 

the helping hand of Christ to them. It is my dream that 

as a church we can say to returning prisoners, "Return to 

your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare 

that I will restore to you double" (Zechariah 9:12). 

 



RESPONDING TO THE NEED 

The pastoral problem which I have identified in the 

previous section can and should be approached in many 

different ways. As with any deeply held prejudice, the 

repersonalization of prisoners as people is not something 

which will be solved overnight or with a few well 

intentioned words being placed upon the pages of this 

paper. My goal is not to solve the problem. This is a 

task that goes far beyond the abilities of one person. 

Rather, my goal is to act as a bridge between those of us 

who are in prison and those of us who minister in the 

local churches. 

The approach which I intend to take comes out of my 

personal experiences with racial prejudice during the 

60’s and 70’s. As a child of the 60’s growing up in the 

suburbs of Chicago, I lived in an environment in which 

racial prejudice was a way of life. Even our pastor would 

preach from the altar about keeping "certain types of 

people out of our neighborhood." As a high school student 

in a Catholic school I witnessed the manner in which the 

first two black students to enter our school were treated 

by the students and faculty. Although I did not 

participate in their harassment, I was guilty of 

tolerating actions which I knew were wrong. As I moved on 

to college, I began to meet and associate for the first 

time with Afro-Americans. As I began to meet and become 

friends with blacks, I began to realize that while I was 

not actively a racist, racial prejudice was a part of who 

I was. These experiences plus the experience of 

supervising in a multi-racial factory environment for 15  



years, have taught me that the essential first step in 

breaking down prejudice, whether it be racial or other 

wise, is to create an integrated environment in which the 

two groups who are in conflict can get to meet and 

experience one another. 

This principle of integration is one which has been 

confirmed through my experiences with other forms of 

prejudice besides racism. In 1873, I moved to Southern 

Illinois and after a few years became a part of the 

parish ‘that I am still a member of. At that time the 

community and the parish were in a critical time of 

change. Cobden for many years had been a small closed 

farming community. In the 70’s many people such as myself 

"discovered" it and it became a bedroom community for 

people working in the City of Carbondale which is 15 mile 

north of Cobden. As a result of this, our church 

membership grew to be divided into two distinct groups. 

On the one side, we had the natives and those who tended 

to be conservative in their outlook. On the other, we had 

the outsiders and those who tended to be liberal. A 

number of us outsiders at the request of the pastor 

formed a liturgy committee. After a year of daisy and 

butterfly liturgies, disrobed altar boys and girls, and 

masses marked by mediocre guitar music, the natives got 

restless. 

The following fall the liturgy committee which 

always had trouble getting people to serve on it was 

filled to capacity! For the first time the insiders and 

the outsiders were in one room and through circumstances  



forced to deal with one another in a face to face 

situation. The next two years were very difficult ones. 

But as we grappled with one another and with our separate 

visions of church something mysterious happened. We found 

that the insiders were not the ignorant bumkins which we 

had presumed them to be and they discovered that we were 

not the devil incarnate sent to bring ruin upon the 

parish. Through integration, we were able to come to a 

vision of church that was inclusive. 

As an example of this let us look at how we dealt 

with servers’ dress. After a year’s discussion, the 

outsiders were able to concede that "Go Big Red" t-shirts 

were not perhaps the best form of liturgical garb 

available. For their part, the insiders came to realize 

that having their daughters on the altar really was a 

positive thing and that it really was not appropriate to 

dress our servers up as little priests in their cassocks 

and surpluses. As a committee, WE opted for albs. 

While I could cite numerous other examples were 

integration has worked in breaking down prejudices in the 

church such as with migrant workers, protestants, and 

sexual bias, to do so would take us far afield from the 

task at hand. Suffice it to say that one of the major 

theses of my pastoral project is that integration is an 

essential first step in breaking down the prejudices we 

have towards prisoners whether they be overt or whether 

they express themselves latently as indifference. 

This presents a particularly interesting problem. 

How do we get the Christians in the churches and those 

behind bars together? For obvious reasons, the prisoners  



cannot come to our churches or join our liturgy 

committees next Sunday. Likewise all of us cannot nor 

should we drop all the necessary ministries we are doing 

and take of the cross behind the wall. Furthermore, a 

casual visit to a prison would have all the connotations 

of a visit to the zoo and would not be respectful of what 

little privacy prisoners are afforded. 

It was by contemplating this conundrum that the seeds 

of this pastoral project were engendered. As I considered 

the problem, I kept coming back to two observations that 

I have made in the course of my ministry. 

The first is that while people in the community have 

little understanding of the prison experience, they are 

fascinated by what I do and frequently approach me in an 

effort to find out more about it. Sometimes I get the 

feeling that they are silently saying to themselves, 

"Thank God he is doing it so I do not have to." But that 

is ok because I often feel the same way about the 

ministries that they are about. 

My second observation is that when you can get those 

who are imprisoned to open up, the stories they have to 

tell are extremely powerful. Although they are powerful, 

and this is the crux of the matter, their stories are not 

all that different than those of the people on the 

outside. They are the stories of spouses, their children 

and the struggles they have had with their faith. 

It is the purpose of this paper to share those 

stories with you so that you may begin to understand the 

simplest tenant of my ministry: Prisoners are People. the  



theory from which I am working not is that through 

telling the stories of a few prisoners, I can get all 

people to know and love all prisoners. Rather my goal is 

that through my writings, I might get a few people to 

stop and think, perhaps as they did the first time they 

ever really got to know a black person, "I cannot say 

anything about the rest of the people in prison but two 

or three I have met albeit on paper are real living 

breathing hurting human beings. Maybe some of the others 

are too." 

METHODOLOGY 

In order to properly carry out the project which I 

am proposing, a number of steps must be taken. It is the 

purpose of this section of my paper to outline those 

steps, place them within a time frame, and indicate the 

manner in which the results of my efforts can be 

evaluated. 

1. The first order of business will be to present this 

proposal to the research committee at U.S.P.-Marion. 

While what I will be doing does not have the breadth or 

the structure of a traditional research project, it does 

involve interviewing inmates about what could be 

confidential information and placing that information and 

possibly information about the Bureau of Prisons into =a 

public forum. Such a review is necessary to protect the 

legal rights of both the inmate and the institution. 

Approval will probably be need on local regional and 

national levels. For this reason, this process will be 

inaugurated as soon as tentative approval has been given  



to my proposal by the Woods. 

2. The second step would commence with the beginning of 

the fall semester. During this stage 1 will be 

researching three areas to insure that what I have named 

as my personal experiences is reflected in the 

experiences of others in the academic. At this point I 

believe there are three areas of study which 1 win) 

explore they are: 

a. Racial Prejudice 
b. What other authors have written about the prison 
experience 
c. Interviewing techniques. 

An initial bibliography covering these areas has been 

appended to this paper. 

3. My next task will be to identify the two groups who 

would be involved in this project. Although long term I 

would hope that my targeted audience would be any group 

of people who would ask me to speak or who would have the 

good fortune of securing a copy of this paper, for the 

purposes of this project I would like to have the 

opportunity for discussion with the returning MAPT 

students for an hour after they have had an opportunity 

prior to the weekend to read my illustrious work. 

During this step I will also need to select the 

prisoners who through my acting as a bridge will share 

their stories with the targeted audience. After 

considering a number of variables as selection criteria, 

I have chosen following to guide my selection of inmates  



for this project 

a.Caucasian 
b.Non-violent 
c.First-time offenders 
d.Convicted of a drug related crime 
e.Coming from a Christian background 
f.Attempting to live out that faith experience in 
prison. 

I have purposefully developed narrowed my criterion 

with the above guidelines. My thinking is to present 

inmates whose experiences are as closely matched as 

possible to the targeted audience. I want the audience to 

be clearly opened to the possibility that at least some 

of the people in prison are truly no different than they 

are. 

4. During the same time frame in which I am identifying 

those inmates who will consent to being interviewed, I 

will also be turning my attention to the format and 

content of the interview. My hope is to formulate brief 

open ended questions which will assist the person 

interviewed to share his story in a structural framework 

in which the reader can compare his story to those of 

others in the study and thus draw points of reference 

with regard to differences and similarities. Some 

possible topics for discussion will be: 

Nature of the crime committed. 
The effect of the crime on his family. 
What the experience of incarceration is like. 
What kind of people have they met in prison. 
What has been their faith experience. 

In developing the format of the interview I will 

need to decide if I will record these experiences on  



audio or video tape. I will also be consulting with Dr. 

Richard Johnson, a friend of mine, as to the efficacy of 

the format and questions I choose. 

5. Once the participants and the questions they will be 

asked to respond to are selected, the actual interviews 

will take place. I would hope to begin this process late 

in October. Participants will be required to sign a 

release. As part of that release, they will be given the 

option of having their responses cloaked in anonymity if 

they so desire. I also want them to understand if at any 

time during the process they decide to discontinue their 

involvement and not have anything they may have said up 

to that point be a part of the project, that right will 

be theirs. 

6. Having conducted the interviews it will be my 

considerable task to edit them and put them into a format 

which will be digestible by the reader. Since I will be 

conducting between three and six interviews which could 

possible be several hours in length, this may prove to be 

quite a difficult task. The exact format will to a large 

extent on the actual content of the interviews. Some of 

the possibilities are: 

a. Verbatim reports. 
b. A synthesis into a "typical" prisoner. 
c. A summary with examples which highlight areas of 
common experiences and significant individual 
distinctions. 

7. The final task, having collected all this information 

is to do something with it. Without this element it would 

take on the guise of a massive busy-work project. My hope  



as I mentioned in the discussion of targeted audiences is 

to be able to share my results with other students in the 

MAPT program. I think that what I have to share would fit 

nicely into the segments of the weekend program which are 

devoted to having people come in and occasionally speak 

on topics of ministry which are not directly related to 

specific course content. Such a format would also serve 

as a peer review and evaluation of my work. If what 1 

have to offer is received favorably and seems to be of 

value, I plan after proper editing to seek publication. 

 



THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION 

Although theological reflection has been an integral 

tool which I have applied as part of the development of 

this project, I feel it is incumbent for me 

to do two last things. The first is to reflect on the 

Scriptures and how they relate to prison ministry. It is 

also important that I relate to you some of my personal 

values and outlook on prison ministry. 

I suppose it would almost be mandatory to begin any 

discussion of prison ministry with Jesus’ words as 

recorded under the name of Matthew. "I was a stranger and 

you did not welcome me, naked and you did not cloth me, 

sick and in prison and you did not visit me" (Mt 25:43). 

While this is obviously of significance, to quote it and 

pass on ignores what a significant role the prison 

experience played in the development of our faith. A 

careful review of the Scriptures and for that part the 

entire history of the Church clearly demonstrates that 

many of our predecessors were thought of by society to be 

criminals and were consequently incarcerated and in many 

cases subjected to the death penalty. The very center of 

our faith, Jesus of Nazareth, was arrested, tried, and 

executed, a birthright not too many other religions can 

lay claim to. 

Jesus was not the only one of our forepersons who 

was a con. From the Hebrew Scriptures we have the 

following: Joseph of the many colored coats,Samson, 

Hoshea, Micai’ah, Jehoiachin, Hana’ni, Jeremiah, and 

finally the entire nation of Israel which had become the 

prisoners of nations too numerous to mention. The line up 
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of cons in the Christian Scriptures is equally 

impressive. We have John alias "The Baptist" who was 

beheaded. We have the "Apostle Gang," all of whom were 

eventually captured and executed with possibly one 

exception. Then we have Paul alias "Saul of Tarsus," a 

habitual criminal who was in and out of jail a number of 

times along with his henchmen Silas, Adronicus Junias, 

Aristarchus, Timothy, and Epaphras. 

The criminal element in the Church did not end with 

the Gospels. We have a two thousand year record which 

includes all of the martyrs, many of the saints, such as 

John of the Cross, and in modern days such people as 

Dorothy Day and the Berrigan brothers. 

Perhaps at this point you find yourself protesting, 

"but these people were not criminals!" I suggest that 

such statements depend on your perspective. To the Jews, 

blasphemy was the most serious of crimes. To the Romans, 

refusing to worship the Emperor was not only blasphemy 

but also treason. Only a criminal and a heretic would 

declare that the earth was not the center of the universe 

as Galileo did. Finally believe it or not our own 

Government takes a very dim view of peace-nics who want 

to hammer on missile silos with sledgehammers. 

Without further belaboring the point, our faith is 

one which has very deep roots in the prison experience. 

Jesus’ command to visit the imprisoned, like so many of 

his words to us, are anchored in simple practicality. 

Prisoners have much to teach us about the faith. They see 

the world and the possibilities of faith from a  



perspective which most of us will never be able to 

appreciate. When we minister to the imprisoned we are 

ministered to ourselves in ways beyond our imagination. 

In closing I feel it is critical that I situate 

myself within the prison experience so that the reader 

may reflect on what I have shared from a proper 

perspective. Prison ministry is not a place for 

idealistic, softhearted, helping types but rather and 

environment which requires pragmatic realism. Throughout 

this presentation, I have attempted to present a very 

positive picture of prison and of inmates. I have done so 

because it has been my experience that people find it 

easy to believe the worst of prisoners and extremely 

difficult to see the good that exists in the situation. 

As I stated earlier my intent is not to have all people 

come to love all prisoners. A number of the people I work 

with, I would not recommend as dinner companions. 

Prisoner cone in all shapes, sizes and flavors. Some are 

wonderful people. Some are stinkers. Most are somewhere 

in between. In other words,like ourselves, PRISONERS ARE 

PEOPLE. 
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PRELIMINARY REMARKS 

As was mentioned in my proposal, it was necessary to 

secure approval from the Bureau of Prisons prior to my 

conducting this pastoral project. I have attached a copy 

of my request and of their subsequent approval as an 

addendum to my work. The approval process was begun in 

August and completed in September, 1990. In October, 

interviews were conducted with 5 inmates of the Federal 

Prison Camp located at Marion Illinois. All the inmates 

were non-violent, first time offenders whose offenses 

were related to drugs. All the individuals were 

caucasian. Four of the five individuals were Roman 

Catholic. The fifth person was raised Lutheran. In spite 

of the purposeful homogeneity of the group, you will 

notice from their diverse responses that even blatant 

efforts to positively stereotype prisoners are doomed to 

failure. Like ourselves, each is a distinct individual 

with his own story to tell. It is for this reason that 1 

have chosen to present the data collected in verbatim 

form rather than attempting to collate it into a synopsis 

of a "typical inmate." Although this has greatly 

increased the length of my report, I feel the reader will 

find the results much more beneficial and will be able to 

draw her/his own conclusions. Following the presentations 

of the verbatim, I will attempt to point out those areas 

which from my perspective as a Chaplain I found to be of 

particular significance.  



REVIEW OF METHODOLOGY 

The individuals chosen for the study were selected 

by me based on the criterion listed above. Since these 

criteria fit approximately 50% of the inmates at the 

camp, I further narrowed the field to those with whom I 

have had intimate personal contact who I felt, based on 

our personal relationship, would be trusting and open in 

their responses. They were people whom from prior 

discussions I knew had life stories that were worth 

telling and represented a cross section of some of the 

challenges and experiences that are a part of 

incarceration. Please note that this study in no 

purports to be scientific in nature nor should 

results be used to infer generalities beyond 

immediate scope. Rather, this work is pastoral 

theological in its thrust. Its intent is to merely 

the stories of a few men who have come to struggle 

there lives and their faith in ways that are at the 

time familiar and foreign to all of us. 

Prior to conducting the interviews, I contacted each 

of the men and secured their initial agreement to be a 

part of the study. Each of them readily agreed. None of 

those approached refused or had any reservations although 

they were only given minimal information about what would 

be expected of them. 

The interviews were conducted individually in 

complete privacy. Each person was first given and was 

required to read and sign an informed consent form  



outlining the intent and possible risks involved with the 

study (Sample included in addendum). I also furnished 

each one of them with a copy of the questions they would 

be asked so that they could have a few minutes to 

organize and reflect on their responses. At the same 

time, I explained to them that we would be recording the 

interviews. Although all of them were nervous about 

talking into a microphone, they all quickly forgot about 

it within a few minutes of starting the interviews. 

One thing of interest that I noted was that every 

one of them read the release very closely before signing 

it. I found it of interest because I know each of them 

well enough that they would have participated in the 

interview without a release based upon our mutual respect 

and trust but once a "legal" document entered the 

situation their immediate response was to scrutinize it 

closely. 

The questions they were asked to respond to were as 

follows: 

1. Would you care to share with me a little of how you 

came to be incarcerated? 

2. How has this experience effected your family? 

3. In your own words, how would you describe the 

experience of prison to someone who has never been there? 

4, What was your experience of God before you came to 

prison? 

5. Has it changed any?  



6. If you had the opportunity, what would you like to 

tell people on the outside about prisons and prisoners? 

The above questions proved to be sufficiently 

constructed to allow open ended responses and to minimize 

undue influence on the people responding with two 

exceptions. If I conducted these interviews again, I 

would restructure the term "experience of God." In the 

future, I would opt for a more concrete expression. The 

second modification would be to reword the final 

question. Each of the men responded to it as if 

addressing an audience headed for prison. Other than 

these two flaws, I feel that the questions served as an 

appropriate frame for each man to tell his story. As you 

will note, each of the individuals spent varying times 

addressing different questions dependent on which areas 

have been key factors in their experience. 

Before proceeding to the interviews, I wish to make 

a few comments on the transcription process. Initially I 

attempted to edit the grammar and usage to conform with 

accepted written practice. On further consideration, I 

opted to transcribe the interviews as literally as 

possible. As a result, at times responses may not seem 

clear to the reader because a significant part of their 

responses was emotional and non-verbal. It is my hope 

that this comes through on the written page as it did in 

the actual interview at least to some extent.  



INTERVIEWS 

P. Would you care to share with me a little of how you 

came to be incarcerated? 

T.Sure. I’d say about 1978,1980, My brother-in-law was 

involved with some people who were smuggling marijuana 

into Michigan from Columbia. And he just asked me if I 

wanted to make some extra money. I said sure. And sure 

enough I got into it, oh about 2 1/2 years, 80,81,82 and 

then after that time I just didn’t want to do it any 

more. The money was good and back them when I looked at 

it it, was worth it. Of course at that time you have no 

idea what the consequences are. So, we would get the 

marijuana and unload it and stuff like that. Then it was 

over. They were still doing it but I had left. Then in 

1986, they were busted. In 1987, I believe, my name ‘came 

up. It was prolonged, prolonged, and it was January 5, 

1990 before I came in so it was roughly 7 years after the 

time that I had committed the offense. That about covers 

what the crime entailed and that was tough price to pay 

for something that happened 7 years ago. Another thing 

I'd like to say on that is that it was wrong and I know 

it was wrong but at that time it’s like it wasn’t wrong. 

That’s the age we grew up in, the late sixties, early 

seventies, pot was everywhere, everybody had pot. It 

wasn't like you were doing anything wrong. Yeah, its kind 
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of a progressive thing. You don’t even really mean to get 

involved and all of a sudden you’re so involved, you just 

never believe that it’s wrong. I mean the way these 

things were, there were a lot of people involved. And 

then, I was also indicted in another jurisdiction for the 

same crime I committed in Michigan. It was completely 

wrong. There was a classic case where a prosecutor trying 

to build her name on innocent bodies. Luckily for me, the 

judge saw that it was the same thing and that I had 

actually been indicted on the same charge that I had 

plead to in another jurisdiction and luckily, I didn’t 

get any more time. I was actually going to get another 

year and he changed his mind when all the evidence was 

brought before him and he realized what was happening. 

But that was a break I got there. 

P. Looking back upon it with hindsight, and you have had 

quite a few years to reflect on, it what are your 

feelings about what you did now? 

T. Oh, what I did was wrong because it was illegal-- 

morally, I don’t know. I mean if you look at what people 

do, to me someone who goes out and gets drunk and kills 

somebody in a car accident, they’re just as liable as 1 

would be. If you can’t do one thing, you can’t do 

another. Yet they judge things a little differently when 

you talk about narcotics, marijuana, anything with dope. 

It’s dealt differently than it is with alcohol, or 

prescription pills, things like that. But it was wrong  



and looking now at that time, I had no qualms about what 

I was doing but looking back now, I would never have done 

it. 

P. Why is that? 

T. It’s not worth it. It brought nothing but sadness. It 

just wasn’t worth it. All the money in the world isn’t 

worth being somewhere you don’t want to be. So, no I 

wouldn’t do it again. I’d have made a left hand turn that 

day instead of going right. 

P. How has this experience effected your family? 

T. I lucked out there. I have a good wife but at the same 

time, I never used alcohol or drugs. I just happened to 

make some money off of it. When I left, I left the house 

stable. Financially, she was going to get by, not have 

anything great, but she fortunately could keep my 

business running enough that until I could get back, 

nobody would be starving. The kids would have what they 

want. They could afford the house. If it wasn’t for her. 

and that’s one thing I never had to worry about. So, in a 

lot of ways that made things a lot easier for me and I 

know things are good at home so that’s something I don’t 

even worry or think about. I call every day and I write 

every day but I wouldn’t do it again. I wouldn’t put 

other people through it, my parents, my kids, my wife, 

for what I did. Not that I necessarily think it was so  



wrong, but it was illegal. 

P. I’m just personally curious. When you say you made a 

lot of money what kind of money are you talking about? 

T. I don’t know. Just going to a warehouse and unloading 

a truck you could make $10,000 in 6 hours. 

P. Oh wow. Just for unloading a truck. So that’s 

basically what you were doing unloading trucks at $10,000 

an hour. I can understand why someone might be tempted. 

T. Yeah, when you have to work quite a while to make that 

much money. A lot of people say they do it for the thrill 

and that. There was no thrill for me. 1 hated every 

minute I was there. 

P. What, scared? 

T. No, I wasn’t scared. I just didn’t like it. I knew we 

would never get caught. We never actually did get caught 

with anything. They have something called conspiracy 

where you don’t have to get caught with something. As 

evidence, 7 years later I’m sitting here, for something 

that happened a long time ago, for something I completely 

divided myself from. 

P. How would you describe the experience of prison to 

someone who has never been there?  



T. I don’t think we’re in prison. We're at a camp. The 

prison is not being with your family. That’s the only 

prison. I’m sure some people have it made here. If you 

don’t have anything on the outside, you come here and you 

have three meals. You have a nice place to sleep. You 

have recreation. You don’t have the best food in the 

world but the food is alright. It will get you by. For me 

my whole prison is not being home. I’ve got a little baby 

that I have not seen in nine months. She will be 2 in 

November. That’s what it means to me is not being with 

them. As far as being here, it’s not that bad, but again, 

we're not across the street. We’re not in Terre Haute 

Penitentiary or nothing like that. I’m sure I would talk 

differently if I was in something like that. I know from 

being a hold over in El Reno and Atlanta and places like 

that I wouldn’t want to be there but here. All I can tell 

you about this is the worse part of it is not seeing your 

family. Other than that, you just learn to adjust to it. 

At first, it’s a little tough to get used to everything 

but it’s not difficult and I seriously think we have it 

pretty decent here as far as everything goes. You just 

have to look at everything. We’re not hassled. We pretty 

well have as much freedom as your allowed. Still, being 

detained has almost nothing to do with it because that’s 

not what it’s about. It’s not about what you have here 

but rather what they take away from you and that’s your 

freedom, being able to go where you want, when you want. 

Other than that, you could live here.  



P. Survive. 

T. Yeah survive. My sentence was not that long. 1I’1l1 

actually have to serve maybe 12 or 13 months here and 

coming in with that little amount of time was an 

advantage. You spend your first 3 or 4 months getting 

adjusted, meeting people and that, and then it’s time to 

look forward to getting out. You get people who have 

let’s say between 5 and 10 years, I don’t know if I could 

face that. That's just too much time. There’s a lot of 

people here that, maybe the crime if you look on a book 

the crime does say to serve that much time, but the 

people that sentence, they’re not judging. They don’t 

judge these people for the kind of person they are. 

That’s the part of it I don’t like. There are some decent 

people here who got big time and it’s just not right for 

maybe doing something once and just happened to get 

caught. I mean you can rape somebody or kill somebody and 

serve less time than for having drugs. Neither of them 

are right, but there seems a whole lot of disparity. For 

the most part, I guess you could say people are harmed by 

it, but it’s not a physical harm where you go up and 

assault somebody. It’s just a transaction, which I’m sure 

somebody down the line does get shot from it when it 

filters right down to the streets and that, but I don’t 

know, it just doesn’t seem right. It seems like there has 

to be a better way than telling somebody like a guy I 

know here who has 4 kids and just had another baby and 

has to do 10 years. Sure you're hurting him. Your giving 

him what you think he deserves but there are 4 or 5 other 
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people here that we have to concern ourselves with. You 

just can’t do that to somebody for something that is only 

serious because it’s on the books as being serious. Look 

at prohibition, it was the same thing. By no means do I 

mean that cocaine should ever be legalized. Marijuana 1 

don’t know about. If it was legalized, I would have no 

objections to it but I don’t want it legalized either 

because I don’t want my kids subjected to that type of an 

atmosphere where everything was so easy to get. 

P. How do your kids respond to this whole thing? 

T. They know the deal. They know what’s going on. The 

youngest boy he knows it has something to do with income 

taxes, which it does. That’s not the whole story of 

course but he’s too young to hear everything right now 

and the little one is too young to care but they’re doing 

good. They’re doing real good. I talk to them all the 

time. The baby wasn’t talking when I left. I was talking 

to her last night and she was jabbering away telling me, 

" 

"Hey, daddy went bye bye." I said yeah, "I sure did 

didn’t I!" I’m just hoping in here that a month or 2 

months is just a day to him that when I get out it will 

just, which I think will happen, things will just pickup 

right where they left off. So, I don’t worry about that. 

I do worry that they are all right now but I know they 

are and that my wife takes good care of them so I can 

breath kind of easy while I’m in here.  



P. You're pretty lucky in compared to a lot of other guys 

here aren’t you? 

T. Yeah,yeah, things could be a whole lot worse. The way 

I look at it, I'm here. It’s going to be over with. 1I’1ll 

be completely through with it and I’1l1l just never look 

back. I’11 just get out and go about the way I had been 

doing things until they finally caught up with me. 

P. What was your experience of God before you came to 

prison? 

T. Well, I think I started off really good. I was an 

altar boy all my life. I served three masses a day. 1 

went to Catholic grade school, Catholic high school but 

after that, even through high school, if I’m not 

mistaken, I know through grade school we had to go to 

mass everyday. Even through high school we had to go 

maybe 2 or 3 times a week but after that, roughly 1970, I 

kind of slipped away. I still went but not like I really 

would have liked to. It’s just that other things get 

important. The sermon the other day I thought was a 

classic where you were talking about when things are 

doing fine you don’t pray. They start unraveling and you 

don’t have time to pray. They hit rock bottom and you 

pray. Then things start to get better. You say thank God 

and things are back to normal and you don’t pray. That’s 

how it was with me. Things were going along. My life was 

going along smoothly and I was going to church. Oh 1I’d 

always go on the holidays. When I got there, I got there. 
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Since I got here, I think I just about, we have services 

on Thursday and Sunday, of the actual days I’ve been here 

I don’t think I’ve missed more than 1 or 2 but that’s the 

time when I feel the best. It’s relaxing. We are even 

starting to sing a little better and that’s always a sign 

of progress but when I do go to church I don’t pray for, 

I don’t pray to get out. I just pray for everything to be 

okay while I'm here until I get out. If I got to be here, 

that’s okay. I just want to be sure everyone else is 

doing okay until I can get back to them but yeah, it’s 

helped me a lot. I don’t know if everybody feels the same 

but I think we got a pretty good group at the Catholic 

services. I’ve got some good friends there. It’s a good 

experience. You just take an hour out of your day and if 

you did nothing else while you were there you relaxed a 

little and get piece of mind. It gives you a little time 

to think clearer. It’s not an anxious thinking that you 

do in church. It’s more of a peaceful thinking. But, 

yeah, it’s done a lot for me. When I go out, I’ve told my 

wife, say I’m going to church, you don’t have to come if 

you don’t want I said, but I’m going because it helped me 

and things turned out okay. 

P. What was her response to that? 

T. She’s going. She’s going to church. Yeah, she says, 

your going, I'm going. And I said, you got to believe in 

something. So, I think it will be better, the religious 

end of our life anyway. If you don’t believe in  



something, you would be lost. I think. I know I would. I 

just happen to think that there was somebody so far 

taking care of things. Even if something happened 

tomorrow, somebody did take care of things. We both had 

good strong families. They’re supportive and that. This 

is just like an inconvenience that will soon be over. 

I'11 just forget about it. 

P. You kind of write it off pretty easily. Do you really 

feel that way? 

T. Yeah, this is berries and it’s not necessarily, if I 

had gotten caught immediately after I did something, well 

then I could say yeah well if they didn’t stop me maybe 

this or that but I had long since been separated from any 

sort of illegal activities. So, it isn’t my past. This is 

just something I’m suffering through right now because of 

something that happened a long time ago and I’m certainly 

not going to let this ruin my life. I’m not going to let 

this guide what I do forever. I'm still going to go out 

and work and I’m not bitter about it. I actually probably 

do belong in here. If you look at did you do something 

wrong. Did I do it? Sure I did because I did do something 

wrong. I wasn’t framed. I did something wrong. I thought 

it wasn’t right in a way that after so many years 1 

should be punished for something but you know, if that’s 

the law that’s fine. I can live with that but when I get 

out. I mean when I leave, the worst part about leaving 

here, if there is any worst part, would be there are some 

really decent people here who I really like. But I also 
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know that their day will come too. For most of my 

friends, my close friends here, if I don’t leave, they 

will never go. Those days have to come. 

P. That brings us into our last question. When you have 

the opportunity what will you tell people about prisons 

and prisoners. 

T. Well, I think you have to realize and I’ve said this 

before, this is a camp. This isn’t really a bunch of 

ruthless people running around. Some places are like that 

I guess, I’ve never been to one so I wouldn’t know. Even 

for a camp, you don’t want to have to come in. And I know 

you could probably tell somebody that was doing something 

wrong a million times what the outcome would be, and they 

won't listen. I think you almost have to come to 

something, to a camp or prison, to absolutely find out 

what somebody’s talking about because obviously, there is 

still a drug problem and they send a lot of people to 

jail but every time they send somebody all that does is 

leave a void that someone else is going to fill. When I 

was doing Marijuana and that, I didn’t know anything 

about guidelines, good time, extra good time, say I 

didn’t know anything about any of that. New law, old law, 

I'm sure for the most part people don’t even understand 

what they’re actually getting into and what it’s like to 

go through the whole judicial process. Arraignments, 

pleas, trials, all that, you would have to be crazy. 

Matter of fact, I should have pled insanity because I had  



to be crazy to do something that would cause that much 

trouble. I think you can tell them whatever you want Pat, 

I just don’t think they know. I can tell them one thing, 

you don’t want to be here. 

P. I was really not directing that towards the people who 

are committing crimes or the potential for committing 

crimes but for just the general people out there in the 

population who might think you and others might be 

something other than a human being. 

T. I would just tell them that I guess they have to have 

prisons but in a lot of ways I don’t think they’re right. 

What we were talking about, the time and you just don't 

want to be here. It has nothing to do with being beaten 

or threatened or anything, it’s not like that. It’s just 

being away from your family that’s the prison for me and 

I'm sure that’s the prison for most people. the life here 

isn’t horrible. The horrible part is being here. It’s not 

what happens here. There are so many things you want to 

do. I wouldn’t certainly want to come here- oh you see 

people coming in in their 60’s. Okay this guy was 46 

years old with a 30 year sentence under the new law. He’s 

got to do 85% of it. What good does that do anybody. He's 

going to die there. I think the people should know that 

you have to separate the crime from the person. There are 

plenty of good people walking around in here. There are a 

number of people who once they leave here you’ll never 

hear of again. There are people who will come back. 

You’ve seen that. You’ve seen the same faces come back on 

33  



the van and I guess that’s what makes it hard. How do you 

tell somebody that hey, he’s a good person that he 

doesn’t belong here when the recidivism rate is so large 

for people who come back. And so they just keep hammering 

people and hammering people and these places just keep 

getting fuller and fuller and overcrowded. I just think 

that everyone should know that it’s not what they think 

it is. Prison is not what they think it is. In this kind 

of atmosphere anyway it’s not. 

P. What do you think they think it’s like? 

T. Ball and chains, striped suits with a number on your 

back. Here’s the way I look at it. I would be much better 

off so would everybody else if I was doing community 

service. Working Friday, Saturday, and Sunday doing some 

kind of community service than I would be in here doing 

nothing. A lot of times when I worked across the street 

there were a lot of guys who did nothing, just sat there 

for 7 or 8 hours, whatever it is. It’s a waste of human 

resource but also there are people who wouldn’t live by 

that either. They wouldn’t go to the work or they would 

skip through it. It’s just that there are people who need 

to be confined for a while but there are also some that 

don’t. Some that can be productive. How you make the 

distinction between the two is beyond me. I know that if 

I was out there, I could do a lot more good. I was doing 

a lot of volunteer work with children and that when I 

came in. Just before I came in, the last 3 or 4 years  



with sports and that. If they think the crime is serious 

enough that they think you can go to a camp, then why 

don’t they believe that something like that, where you 

know, refurbishing old houses for the poor? It seems to 

me something like that would be a much better idea than 

just saying your going here and staying here because that 

what we think should be. We would probably work harder in 

those three days, if that’s what they want than being 

here but not only that, we would be doing more to help 

out. Your not helping anybody in here. The guys across 

the street, you cook their food and wash their clothes. 

We’re just talking one place here. There are all sorts of 

resources. There are people who are talented in so many 

fields that you could do anything you want with them, if 

you actually wanted to go ahead and do it. I just think 

that this is the punishment just putting people away. It 

is too. I just don’t think it’s the right punishment, a 

very good punishment for certain people, but I don’t know 

how you'd ever get that to come across. I look at myself 

as Jjust one of the casualties of the war on drugs! My 

injury came a long time after I surrendered so I just 

hope that everyone’s not judged, just like stereotyped, 

just because he’s in prison. This isn’t prison but there 

are aspects to it that make it feel like prison. 

 



P. Tom, would you care to share with me a little of how 

you came to be incarcerated? 

T. Well, I was working in a transmission shop and the guy 

that I was working for he approached me one day and asked 

me if I knew anybody who does cocaine. I said no not 

really because I at the time just smoked marijuana. I did 

things like that. Well, he goes anytime somebody asks you 

just let me know and then I just kind of blew it off and 

a couple weeks later another guy, he’s a relative of mine 

by marriage, came up to me and asked me if I knew anybody 

who had some. I said well as a matter of fact the guy 1 

was working for asked me about it the other day. He said 

really. He asked me about the quantities and we got into 

all of that. I said well I’l1 introduce you to him. He 

said well that’s up to you if you want. I just kind of 

played it of and in a couple of weeks he came by and 

asked me if the guy could get him any quantities. I said 

that I did not know. Nothing like that was ever talked 

about but I’l1 find out and let you know if you want me 

to. So, he said yes and asked me if I could get him a 

pound of cocaine and I said let me find out and I found 

out and he said yes. So the price was discussed and I let 

my relative know. He said okay I want it. And then I got 

it for him and he came by one evening and seen it and 

told me he would be by the next day at noon to pick it up 

and pay for it. The next day I came home for lunch, me 
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and the guy I was working for, came home for lunch at 

noon and instead of his being there to pick it up as he 

said he would, there were DEA agents at my house. I got 

arrested for possession with intent to distribute. I was 

told that I wasn’t the one they wanted in the drug case. 

It was the person I got it from because he knew more 

about the case than I did. They just wanted me to tell 

them who I got it from. They said did he get this for 

you? I said yes. Are you willing to testify in court? I 

said well you know where I got it from. I don’t see any 

reason why I should have to testify. So, they took me 

down and arrested me. It went to court and I was told 

that the charges were dismissed. So me and my wife went 

along with our lives and didn’t worry about it. Then a 

year later, a friend of mine was a St. Louis County cop 

and he came into where my wife works and told her that 

they had a warrant out for my arrest. I said for what. He 

said possession with intent to distribute cocaine. I said 

well that was dropped a year ago. He told me they had me 

with an alias of the name of the other guy who was 

arrested. I told him they may want him not me because 

that’s who they said they wanted in the first place. So 

he said let me check it out. He checked it out and it was 

me. We went through all the court thing again and they 

said well you make a buy and that’s how the drug system 

works. They want you to tell on people so they can get 

them. I told them no and I got a subpoena to go and 

testify before a grand jury. The grand jury did not show 

up and neither did the other guy so they sent me back. I  



got sentenced to 46 months originally and they said when 

the time came when I had to go to court to testify 

against the guy I would get a reduction of sentence and 

then I got a 10 month reduction to 36 months. I have 10 

months left to do on it and that’s the story. 

P. Heck of a deal huh 

T. Yeah, no where but in America. 

P. Looking back on the whole thing what are your feelings 

now? 

T. You got to watch who you trust. That’s all it is, you 

know, and you got to stay out of the drug business. If 

your going to be into it, like the old Beretta theme 

says, "If your going to do the crime, you better be ready 

to do the time." It’s just that I thought I could trust 

somebody and it didn’t work out that way because 

everybody's, when it comes down to them being 

incarcerated they’re going to turn on somebody to get 

themselves out of being incarcerated. You live by your 

mistakes. If you had your hindsight before that, you 

wouldn’t have to worry about it. 

P. Did you ever think you were going to get caught or 

anything? 

T. I really wasn’t, so to speak, a big seller. I didn’t 

mess with it that heavy. I had three of four friends of 
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mine. You know I never done cocaine. The person 1 was 

working for you know, there was a couple of friends of 

mine that wanted it and they only bought small 

quantities, like a quarter gram and so forth. So, I 

wasn’t really what you would call a drug dealer, a big 

time drug dealer. 

I'm curious. What does a pound of that stuff run? 

I was quoted a price of $17,000. 

T. I wasn’t making anything. I just told the guy that 

wanted it the price I was quoted. I wasn’t making 

anything off it because, like I said he, was family. I 

considered him like family. He got me jobs on the street 

and I had worked on his house and car and stuff like 

that. Like I said you have to watch who you trust. 

P. What, did he set you up then? 

T. Yeah he set me up. He was looking at a lot of time on 

a parole violation on different things. He turned in a 

bunch of other people. It’s just one of those things that 

were happening. 

P. I know this next one is a tough question, based upon 

some of the conversations we have had, but how has this  



experience effected you and your family? 

T. Well, not good. Some people can handle 

incarceration some families can’t. My wife couldn’t. 

She made it 11 months and she asked me for a divorce. 

hurt me. I lost a daughter while being incarcerated. 

T. She died. She died at birth. They say that my 

incarceration and the resulting stress and strain my wife 

was under had little to do with it. You know, you loose 

your family contact. When I first came in people were 

saying Yeah your family and whatever will keep in touch 

with you really well when you first become incarcerated 

then the longer you stay in the less and less contact 

you’re going to have. It’s true. My first 6 or 7 months 

people came up all the time. I got letters upon letters. 

Now I get a letter every 3-4 weeks and hardly any visits. 

A lot of people tell me you have to deal with your time 

while your in here and worry about what's on the street 

when you get on the street. 

P. How do you feel with everybody’s responding to you 

that way? 

T. My Family? 

P. Yeah. 

T. I wish circumstances were different. I wish, I know 
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that my wife’s having a hard time out there and there’s 

nothing I can do but that’s the thing that hurts me most 

is that there is nothing I can do because you know they 

looked to me when I was out there to support them and: 

work and all that. Then I came in here and she has to 

work harder. Women themselves, they go through a stage 

where they are lonely and the first person who shows up 

and gives them some affection they just draw to them like 

a magnet because that’s what they miss a lot. They don’t 

have the affection of the person they can lean on because 

you’re not there. 

P. Did that happen to you? 

T. That’s what I believed happened. When my mom died, she 

told me the day after my mother was buried that someone 

has been calling her and she wants to be with him or 

whatever. Since then, I have not heard from her. Well, 

she has not come to see me. I have gotten 2-3 letters 

since then. Whenever I do call her she jumps on the 

defensive every time. Like I say, there is nothing I can 

do. I tell her, "Hey, I got 10 months left and when I get 

out I have my goals set and you happened to be part of 

them before but your not a part of them now, I guess." 

There’s nothing I can really do. You’re making your 

decision and I can’t do anything to change your mind 

because I am in here. 

P. So your mother died. While you were here?  



T. Yeah, while I was in Clayton. I had a state charge. I 

had to go and get taken care of. While I was up there, 

she passed away with a heart attack. 

P. That must be rough. 

T. It is. That’s one of the hardest things because you 

can’t. When your outside you really don’t, it’s nothing 

that you think about. When you’re in here you have to 

have permission to go, if it’s okay to go. You only have 

so much time to go, if you do get to go. You have to 

worry about your custody level. Like when my daughter 

died, I didn’t have community custody so I had to be 

escorted in handcuffs to the funeral and I only got to 

see my family for an hour. When my mom passed away, it 

was like hey your on a writ so you can’t go. 

[Tom was told if he pleaded guilty to the state charge, 

he could go to his mother’s funeral. He refused. The 

charges were dropped that day after the funeral.] 

P. So you could not go to your mom’s funeral? 

T. Couldn’t go to my mom’s funeral. That’s one of the 

things they take away from you in here is your freedom. 

You never realize what you got. When it’s gone you 

appreciate it more. You learn to appreciate it more when 

you are in here than when you are on the street. You took 

things for granted.  



P. How would you describe the experience of prison to 

someone who has never been there? 

T. It’s not fun. As I said, they take your most important 

thing which is your freedom. You take for granted going 

to work and you might say well I hate having to go to 

work today, I hate to do this, but it’s a lot better than 

being here with them telling you. . . I was in the 

military, and even in the military, you had more freedom 

because after 5:00 formation or whatever, you're on your 

own. Here, I work at a camp and it’s supposed to be low 

security in the prison system and yet you still can’t go 

nowhere. We have no fence but yet you know the fence is 

there. You know your boundaries of where you can go and 

not go. You have to be told when to eat, what you can 

eat, you don’t have that freedom that you do. You can’t 

drive a car and you can’t be with your family. You’re 

lonely. Your have to find friendship. Friendship is what 

you have to get by on in here. Friendship with other 

inmates, the pastors, camp administration. Then you have 

to watch your attitude because your attitude will keep 

you from getting certain things you might be entitled to. 

I've learned that experience myself. 

P. As we know don’t we? 

T. Yeah. What else did I really want to say? 

P. Other that the issue of freedom are there 
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issues that really stand out? 

T. Well, you get, you know, you get, you get closer to 

God. 

P. That’s going to be the next question. 

T. Yeah you do get closer to God. On the street you take 

all that for granted. You don’t think about it. You don’t 

think about I can get up and go to church if I want to. I 

can go out to eat. In here, you realize heck, you know, 

what have I been doing with my life on the street? And 

I've talked to a couple people in here and it’s like no 

matter where you come from- if you’re rich, poor, white 

collared, blue collared, when you come in here you’re all 

the same. You’re all prisoners. It doesn’t matter what 

you had on the street, you’re all the same in here. 

P. What was your faith experience out on the street? 

T. When I was younger I had my faith a lot and as I got 

older, different things became, I thought, became more 

important. I just kind of faded away. And I realized hey 

you know, that not good you have to get your faith back 

because that’s all, that’s what helps you a lot. You have 

to keep the faith. It’s helped me get through a lot of 

things, a lot of the problems I have had in here. You 

know, just praying, talking with you, and coming to 

church and it’s surprisingly a lot that the things I am  



depressed about that day are talked about that evening or 

whatever in church and it’s kind of oh wow because the 

guy that did put me in jail is here and some times I get 

that grrr and then Thursdays and Sundays it just happens 

to be that’s what we are talking about, turn the other 

cheek, 70 times 7, forgive your brother. It helps. It 

helps me a lot. 

P. It must be tough being in here. 

T. Yeah, some times it is but like I say there is nothing 

I can really do. I made the mistake. I trusted somebody 

and I pay my price. 

P. When you have the opportunity, what would you like to 

tell people on the outside about prisons and prisoners. 

T. Give them a chance. They have paid their dues. The 

prisoners that is. They have paid their dues give them a 

chance. Some of them might mess up again. Some of them 

might not. You have to treat everyone individually, not 

stereotype prisoners. That’s the problem I think with my 

family, my wife’s family. That’s what I been told. You 

know, he’s been to prison, he’s been in jail, now he has 

an attitude problem. But you know, it just depends upon 

the person. Like we have a sign on our AA meeting. "Do 

your time don’t let the time do you." That’s what you 

have to do. You have to do your time. If you dwell on too 

many things it’s going, you’re going, to come out with an 

attitude. Prisons? Prisons are crowded. With this drug 
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thing, they need to get people educated about it not 

incarcerated because incarceration will, depending on 

where you go and your security clearance, I would 

imagine, would give you the attitude when you get out 

because you hear the stories from other people about how 

they were busted and how things went about and some of it 

they say is the law but it’s unethical. They can break 

into your house. They can set you up and it’s entrapment 

but they don’t call it entrapment. They make the phone 

calls and make you say things on the phone. There needs 

to be education about it instead of incarceration. If 

people do have a drug problem, get them in a treatment, 

let them talk about it. Maybe they are, maybe they have a 

real serious problem. You put them in here quickly and 

take them off their- We had guy say in AA one time, You 

take us off the street from doing drugs all the time and 

you just want us to stop cold turkey. You’re going to get 

people with a lot of problems after that. The prisons 

themselves, this place here isn’t really that bad, but 

other places, county jails, are overcrowded. It’s just 

like you put a bunch of mice in a little cage, you're 

going to get rowdiness and craziness in there and that’s 

all your doing your just breeding it like that. If I had 

things to change there would be a lot of things to 

change. Peopled are worried about we don’t have the money 

for this, we don’t have the money for that but I don’t 

know, I'm not in charge of anything so I can’t do 

anything about it.  



P. How do you think people will treat you when you get 

out? 

T. I don’t know. I hope. They will be hesitant because if 

I do bring up the fact that I have been a prisoner,that 

I'm a felon you know. I don’t know. I hope that my family 

and friends treat me like I was before. I know I’ve 

matured in here. That’s one of the good points that’s 

told about it. I hope they treat me like I was before. My 

friends that still do drugs or whatever, I hope they 

respect me enough when I do come around not to do them 

because I don’t want to be around it, because I don’t 

want to come back here, because I don’t want my freedom 

taken away. I don’t want to be away from my kids anymore 

than I have to. That’s the most important thing for me 

now is to be with my kids. I think lawyers and judges 

should be incarcerated first before they start 

prosecuting. DEA agents, themselves, put them in a level 

4 5 not necessarily a camp but make them be incarcerated 

for 6 months see how they like it. See what the are 

putting people into. They might change their attitude 

about it. Even the administration themselves, people who 

even work there don’t care. You know, you are a person 

and because you broke the law your in jail to pay for 

your what you did. You shouldn’t be treated like a lower 

life form because you are in here paying your dues. Like 

I say I’ve learned a lot from being in here. I’ve learned 

a lot.  



WILLIAM 

P. William, would you care to share with us a little of 

how you came to be incarcerated? 

W. Well, I was a policeman for over 11 years. I worked in 

a plainclothes unit which was called a tactical squad and 

I was assigned to a district, and I was making a lot of 

arrests During 1980, the federal Government subpoenaed 

some of the members of our tach team and asked them if 

they would help them in any way to try to get these dope 

dealers off the street. We said sure. Well, they put 

together a case, the Federal Government did along with 

the narcotics unit, and they made arrests of a couple of 

the kingpins in the district where I worked. During the 

course of that trial, there were some dope dealers that 

hit the stand that implicated us and said we were taking 

money. One thing lead to another and they started a big 

investigation. They questioned all the policeman. We were 

called down and I would say 90% of the tactical members 

took the fifth amendment. We didn’t have to testify so 

that was blown over. Then about six months later, another 

major dope ring also was arrested. They went through 

their whole trial and not once were our names mentioned 

for taking money. So these guys were convicted and sent 

away. Then, oh maybe 4-5 months later, I guess, somebody 

came 

to them and said, you know, you want to help yourself out 

what can you tell us about policeman, lawyers, and 
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judges. A couple members of the one outfit said, well 

we're paying this policeman, that policeman’s taking 

money, that policeman’s taking sex, so on and so forth. 

There was a bunch of implications of all of us. So there 

was a big investigation of all of us by the Federal 

Government and they indicted 10 of us, 10 out of 24, 

tactical members and they made it a conspiracy which was 

wrong because none of us worked the same shifts. Myself 

and my partner were indicted and we worked the same 

shift. The other 8 men didn’t work the same shift. They 

worked different shifts. There was one man who didn’t 

even work in our district but they called it the 

Marquette 10 case, a big political case. So, the 

government wanted to talk to us before we went to trial 

but we didn’t want to talk to the government. We were 

upset because we were policemen. We’re out there making 

arrests busting our ass. Our bosses told us we want the 

drugs and the guns off the street. I don’t care how you 

bust heads but we want the drugs and the guns off the 

street. All right, we were ball busters and head busters. 

We did all that but we never lied to put a case in the 

joint. We got the guns and the dope off the street and 

that’s exactly how it went down. I didn’t lie and frame a 

guy. The way I made an arrest, that’s the way it went 

down on paper. Same with my partner. So it got to court 

and lots of time the States Attorney would tell us great 

police work fellows but it won’t hold water in court. I 

don’t care I’m not going to prosecute, I did my job and 

I'm not going to lie to put the guy in jail, behind bars.  



So, that went on for a number of years, that’s the way we 

made arrests. There was so much competitiveness among the 

members of our tach team. We were number 1 in the city. 

We recovered more guns. We recovered more dope. We were 

always working. Each guy, there was a chart on the wall. 

How many guns you recovered, how many narcotics arrests, 

how many gambling arrests, how many homicides. Whatever 

you did, it was on the wall and you competed with the 

other guys because you wanted to stay on top. My partner 

and my self always working, working, work and court, work 

and court, and we worked part time jobs too 2 and 3 at a 

time. Sco after that we were indicted. We went to trial 

and they used, to set the precedents, they brought in 

policeman from the internal affairs division who worked 

on the investigation and had them start the trial off by 

saying that they followed us but they never seen us do 

nothing wrong. They watched us make arrests. They never 

seen us do nothing wrong and then they proceeded to 

explain to the jury how an arrest is made and the 

procedure that a policeman follows and this was all 

perfect and legitimate. Everything we did was right. So 

that set the tone up for the trial. So then they brought 

the one conspiracy rank forward. I think CW testified 

first and he implicated all of us. He said that we all 

took money from him at one time or another. 

P. He was a drug dealer. 

W. He was a drug dealer. He was the boss. He was the 

kingpin. So, this man received 33 years. He went away.  



After he was away about, oh I think he was convicted in 

1980. We were indicted in November 1981. All right, we go 

to trial in April of 82. So after sitting in the slammer 

from 80 to 81, almost 2 years, so he decides I got to get 

out of here whatever way I can. So, I guess he makes a 

deal with the government to testify against the 

policemen. Now needless to say, everyone of his people 

that came up and testified against us, including him, 

were arrested by us. We arrested all of them. Every 

witness in his conspiracy was arrested by all of us at 

one time or another. Whether we got a conviction or not, 

that’s not what we were looking for. We were looking to 

get the drugs and guns off the streets. He said that he 

used to carry around 5- 10 thousand in his socks. He said 

that it was in 5’s 10’s and 20’s. And he says that he 

used to pay us, I think it was either 250 or 300 a week, 

to both of us, so that’s 500 a week in the car that’s 

2000 a month in cash that he says we made from him. He 

says that he did it from 77-80 when he was arrested. Well 

that’s nothing but a big bunch of bull, but anyway, he 

gets up there and he goes through with the jury how he 

mixes narcotics, how he bags it and gives so much to each 

seller and then he’s got an underboss that collects the 

money and then they bring the money to him. He’s the head 

man. Oh, he’s got a partner. His partner in the 

conspiracy is named Henry Cannon. His nickname was Dog. 

They were supposed to be 50 50 partners. Now this guy was 

made a deal by the Government, I would imagine because 

every one of his people were made deals, I’ll explain as 

we go on and Henry Cannon says "I got nothing to say 
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about those guys." I mean this guy would not come forward 

and say anything. Well, his conspiracy, all the people 

that worked under him, all came forward and testified, 

I'd say 75% of them did, and everyone of them that did, 

were arrested by us. Some of them did get convicted, 

others got probation, but the thing is, as soon as they 

got out, they were selling again. So all of these guys 

testified against us but they could never say were it was 

at or how much we took. It was always I paid them, I paid 

them. This was CW the boss paying us. So, they go through 

all his men as witnesses then they bring up another 

conspiracy team, Greensmith and Kelly. One guy gets 20 

years. One guy gets 15 years. So, they come forward and 

say they didn’t pay all of us. They botched up the story. 

They said they paid him 150 one time and 200 another 

time. All his people were arrested by wus. So, they 

decided to go through all their people and some of the 

people who hit the stand were buzzed out. One guy was 

nodding out and once our defense attorney started to get 

hold of him he was tongue tied. He couldn’t tell you who 

was who. He started just making long answers that the 

judge did not want the people on the jury to hear so the 

judge stopped his questioning and excused him. Asking him 

if got enough sleep. He knew he was making an ass of 

himself right in court. He was nodding out. The attorney 

asked him when was the last time you took narcotics. He 

answered, this morning. You know he was nodding out. No, 

the judge says you didn’t get enough sleep. So the judge 

excused him, he’ll be back here tomorrow. Well he never  



came back. They went to another witness and then they 

brought one female witness and she said that she had sex 

with one of our guys. She was a black girl. Now our guys 

are not, now there nothing wrong with black women with 

black men, but our guys are not. The man she implicated 

was a white man, a married man, now he’s not going to 

mess around with her. I know the man, you know what I 

mean. It was a thing that got into the jury’s ears and 

that’s exactly what the government wanted to do. So, as 

you know, a lot of people have a bad taste in their mouth 

for the police, just from traffic violations. They just 

don’t like policeman and it’s a rough job, it really is, 

people think oh yeah you got a gun and you go out there. 

Well we worked in the ghetto 11 years and if you pulled 

the police out of the ghetto believe me when I tell you, 

the people there will all kill themselves, there will be 

no ghetto left. So, we go to trial. We loose the trial. 

During the trial, near the end, near the closing 

arguments, the U.S. Attorney himself, Mr.X, was 

prosecuting the case. He comes to our defense attorneys 

and says, " I’l]l make a deal with you." The word was 

going around the courtroom that they had a loser. Now, 

they want to make a deal with us. They tell us they will 

drop the conspiracy. Well, it was no conspiracy to begin 

with. I mean, we did not get together and say we will 

work one day and you another, you watch. . . the whole 

thing was, who protected the drug organization and took 

money. Now that is a fallacy. Now to go on further, X 

comes to us and says, "I’l1 drop the conspiracy, If you 

guys agree to get rid of one of the jurors." And we said" 
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You picked the jurors. We picked the jurors." And he 

says, "If you get rid of this one juror, I'll drop the 10 

year minimum and the conspiracy." Well we says, "No 

deal." We voted on it. The vote was 6 to 4 no deal. Now, 

we bring it back to him and he and the judge wanted to 

know who the six guys who voted against it and who were 

the four guys who voted for it. Well, if you knew how we 

were sentenced, the four that voted for it got lesser 

sentences than us because the judge says they were less 

culpable. This is a whole bunch of garbage because the 

indictment read the same for all of us, we were all 

convicted of the same thing. Sure, a couple more guys 

testified against me than Jimmy, I kicked a little more 

ass than Jimmy, made more arrests that Jimmy but we 

said, "No deal the man stayed." Well, a day before the 

jury goes into deliberation, the man’s father has a heart 

attack, I am sorry to say, and he went to the hospital. 

The Judge got a note from him saying that due to family 

stress he could not continue with the trial. 

P. That was the guy they wanted to get rid of? 

W. That was the guy they wanted to get rid of. The young 

white guy who knows how these blacks use people. 

Everybody who testified against us in our trial was 

black. The only people who weren’t arrested that 

testified were the policeman who started the trial and 

explained to the jury how we worked our arrest system. 

There was no evidence where they caught us on tape, no  



evidence where, it was funny, they had a book, one of the 

drug leaders had a little diary. He had all his notes in 

there and one of the notes says, "pay bill" and then 

tr" underneath it the second line says, phone today." So 

the prosecution used it. What does that mean? "It means 

to pay Billy today to pay Billy and Billy.” Once the 

defense attorney got up there he says, " Did you write 

you were supposed to pay your phone bill today?" "Yeah, I 

was supposed to pay my phone bill. I wrote it down in my 

memo book." Well he says, "Is this your writing?" They 

have it blown up so the jury can see it. You say, "Pay 

the phone bill today is that what you meant." "Yeah. 

that’s what I meant." He lied. Yeah he says, "I lied but 

I am telling the truth now." "Well what is it did you pay 

the telephone bill and did you pay the Bills." "Well I 

paid the phone bill that’s were I paid the phone bill." 

But they had already sunk it to the jury where this 

policeman is taking money. So, I mean there was nothing. 

They brought out a plane clothes cop car. There were six 

in the district. This is the car Billy rode in. This is 

the car Jimmy road in, and this is the car Tommy and 

Frank rode in, so on, so forth. They put the cop car 

under a street light at night and took pictures saying 

that this is where one of the payoffs took place, this is 

where another took place. Nobody is in the car. You know, 

they made the pictures look like they were taken at the 

time of the alleged payoffs. There was no evidence other 

than hearsay evidence but you don’t need anything to 

convict anybody of conspiracy. So were convicted. Now OC. 

W. Wilson, the guy that stated for the prosecutions was 
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given 33 years. The U.S. Attorney himself goes in front 

of Judge Y, because this is where Cw was sentenced. So, Y 

happens to be a fishing buddy of X’s, I mean this is 

known. It is public. Before I tell you this, in his 

closing argument in our case X says, "There was no deals 

made here. I will make sure as along as I am U.S. 

Attorney that these drug dealers will rot in jail." After 

we're convicted, two weeks later, X goes in front of Y 

and says, If it wasn’t for CW, such a great witness we 

would have never got a conviction on these policemen." 

Well, would you believe that CW's sentence is cut from 33 

vears to 10 years, the minimum. CW does 5 years 6 months. 

Here is a guy who has beau coupe money, it’s just a joke. 

He goes in front of another judge for Smith and Kelly, 20 

years, 15 years, down to the minimum 5 and 7 years. Now 

Kelly is back on the streets of Chicago. What's Kelly 

doing? He gets caught selling dope again, on the same 

block. This time it is a State case. He gets 40 years by 

the judge. They worked on it and caught him with 100 

bags. And he says, "This is all pay back." The policeman 

says, " Well, listen. You are the one whose playing with 

fire, not us. We are just out here doing our jobs like 

those other guys were." So, when we first got convicted, 

these guys were running around the street carrying the 

U.S. Attorney’s cards in their pockets. The police were 

afraid to arrest them because they would call down to the 

U.S. Attorney’s office and say that the police are 

harassing them. What the police were doing was their job 

but they could not because X would call the District  



Commander and he would say, "What are you doing? Lay off 

these guys. Just because they testified against these 

dirty policeman." The Lieutenant Got mad he said, "They 

were not dirty policeman. They ners the hardest working 

policeman I ever had." We had the commander of the 

Narcotics Division come and testify on our behalf. We had 

a number of character witnesses that came and testified 

on our behalf. The judge would not let us tell the jury 

how many times we had arrested these people. How many 

commendations we had received. He didn’t want the jury to 

notice that. He said that they did not need to know that. 

The judge said during the trial that it was a good thing 

there was a jury involved because he would have found us 

guilty already before we put on our defense. One of the 

defense attorneys jumped up and said that he should have 

an open mind, We have not even put on our defense yet. He 

made the statement during the trial that he could have 

stopped narcotics traffic in one day by stopping every 

car going down that street. You can’t stop every car 

going down the street. In freezing cold, we used to hide 

in the alleys and on the roof tops just to make arrest 

just because we wanted to stay on top to get guns and 

dope off the streets. So we’re convicted and given 20 

years and 15 years. Naturally, we appealed the case. So 

the case goes to the Appellate Court and they reprimand 

the Judge for the sentence. They say that he sentenced us 

to harsh, as kingpins. Also the law we were sentenced 

under calls for a no parole sentence. The Judge turns 

around and sentences the four with minimum sentences and 

parole. Then he gives us 12 years no parole. On the RICO 
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charge, extortion, he gives the four 7 to 10 years. He 

gives us 18 years. Then he says, "I’m going to let the 

conspiracy stand even though I think the Appellate court 

will kick it out." Well it goes on. It is not kicked off 

and the Government’s answer is that this is the only case 

like this ever and there will never be another. So 

Washington informs all the U.S. Attorneys to not indict 

anyone on these charges again. So we’re out on appeal. 

The judge is reprimanded but the conviction still stands. 

He calls us back in for re-sentencing in February of 85 

and he only cuts our sentences by the time we were out on 

bond awaiting the appeal. From 1977 on, the nightmare 

began because we knew they were working trying to catch 

us doing something wrong. We were making arrests and were 

getting called down. "Why are you arresting this guy? 

What do you mean the guy has narcotics on him?" They 

tried to set us up one time where they got hold on one of 

our informants. I mean you got to take care of your 

informants out there and they take care of you. Our 

informant calls us up and says I know something is going 

down. So, we say Ok you be in with them. We will arrest 

you but we will make sure your not charged with 

narcotics. Sure enough everything goes down exactly as he 

said, but we didn’t like it, It ‘just stunk. So we 

contacted our boss and asked him to be with us. So he 

joined us and sure enough it goes down 5 guys in a car 

with a suitcase of marijuana, and all kinds of narcotic 

tablets. So we arrest them and in the process they drop a 

bunch of money hoping we would pick it up. Everything  



that was confiscated from that car was inventoried. They 

go to court the next day make bond and disappear. This 

goes on for 1 1/2 years. We check on the property and the 

car to make sure that we still have the evidence if we 

ever catch them and find the car was released three days 

after the arrest but the police had records that it was 

still impounded so it had to be a government car. So we 

know. You know what I mean. It was little things. It was 

unbelievable. All we did was bust our hump to make 

arrests and try to stay on top of it and our boss knew 

it. He was commended all the time for what an aggressive 

tactical team he had. You know. If we wanted a day off, 

we got it. That was just the ways it was. So basically 

that’s how I wound up in prison. 

P. That is a pretty bizarre story. 

W. Well oh. Yes it is. Yes it is. But what you going to 

do. You know you can’t fight city hall. You can’t beat 

the government. Talk about conspiracy, they are the 

biggest conspiracy there ever was. I feel sorry for the 

Outfit. They say the Outfit is a conspiracy, the Outfit 

can’t handle them. You know its funny but it’s the truth. 

It’s the truth. 

P. Looking back on the crime you committed, how do you 

feel now? 

W. You know, I can understand the question but there was 

no crime committed. My record on the department was 
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impeccable. They went back and they know it. I would have 

done everything I did today Pat, all the exact same way I 

did it. I never thought I did anything wrong. To this 

day, I have never thought I have done anything wrong. 1 

might have broke some rules and regulations of the police 

department, but not enough to fire me. Sure, there are 

men out there I had to take care of for taking care of 

me, that is the way the street works. If you do not have 

anyone out on that street, you do not survive. You got to 

have somebody out there. Just like the government. They 

have people out there. If they did not have their 

snitches out there, do you think they could make it? No. 

P. Now how has this experience effected your family? 

W. I have a close family. I have always had a close 

family. They are all bitter. I come from a family of law 

enforcement. I mean, my side, the wife’s side, the family 

members that know us, and all of us that were in on our 

deal they’re 100% behind me to this day. I thank God for 

that. That's just in my upbringing, my wife’s upbringing. 

You know, I thought some times I tarnished my family name 

and I apologized to my parents for it but they said 

"Billy you didn’t do anything." and I said, "I didn’t 

think I did but I didn’t want to put your name in the 

headlines like it was mom." They told me that they will 

be proud of me until the day they die. I believe they 

will.  



P. I imagine its been tough though on the family. 

W. Yes it has, it really has. It’s aging my parents 

tremendously. I'm the oldest of a family of four and I’m 

like the big guy. You know, "Listen to your big brother, 

your big brother this, following in your big brothers 

footsteps." And that’s a tough act to follow. My sister 
bod iN 

and her husband, their great, they help my wife, my 

middle brother, a tremendous help to my family, my baby 

brother, I have him talk to my son, can he can relate to 

my son. He is still a young man and my son might think 

I'm a little old even though I'm not. He feels he can 

relate more to my brother, and my brother says, "Listen 

Billy, if I would have listened to your dad when 1 was 

your age, I'd have been a lot further than I am today." 

So, So basically, it’s tough. It’s tough on me when I lay 

there at night and think of my little girl, both of my 

girls, and not growing up with them. I think being a 

family man, a good Christian, I wanted to get married 

young like I did. I got married when I was 20 years old. 

I'm married 21 years now. I’ve got a son who is 19. He is 

our first. Luckily, I got to spend up to 8th grade with 

him, although I missed his graduation, but I didn’t get 

as much time with my daughters as I would have liked to. 

I think I set Billy right in his ways and he is a very 

good boy and we have no problems with him. Good boy, 

helps his mother, stayed at home,5 or 6 division one 

scholarships, full rides, and he stayed home to help his 

mother while I’m away. Now that’s a good kid. It’s just 

wonderful. It is. My daughter, my big daughter, she’s 
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kind of quiet, this bothers her, every now and them she 

comes out of her shell. My baby, when I first went way 

she thought I was at work, the older she gets the harder 

it is to keep away that I am in prison. I am in a camp. 

Now I’m in a work camp. The question on the phone is 

always, "Daddy when you coming home? When is your boss 

going to let you come home?" That’s the roughest part of 

the whole deal. Like I said, I wanted to get married 

young and I wanted to have a family where I could enjoy 

my children. I think that’s life. 

P. How would you describe the experience of prison to 

somebody who has never been there? 

W. Well, I’11 tell you. It’s ah. I'm down over six years 

now and it’s scary. Not here so much but when I first 

went down I had a lot of hope in the justice system that 

my case would be overturned because I had an appeal in 

and I had an appeal to the appeal and I really believed 

that somehow justice was going to prevail and I was going 

to win this case but I was so nervous going in. There 

wasn’t nothing on the table, in the refrigerator, that I 

wouldn't eat. I'd stop and eat. I was real nervous and I 

never smoked in my life and I ballooned up to 217 pounds, 

which was a lot. So, when I got there I thought oh jez a 

policeman going to jail. These guys are going to find out 

a policeman going to jail. Just from the movies I had 

seen, it’s got to be rough, a policeman going to jail. 

So, when I first got in, I minded my own business. Thank  



the Lord I was with a partner who was in the service. 1 

was never in the service, and he was over in Viet Nam and 

he lived by himself. He was a bachelor. It was really 

important, and I would have to save lifesaving, to be 

with him because he pulled me through. The first night I 

got in the «cell I got locked in the hole because we 

didn’t get there until 1:00 and they wanted, I guess, to 

show us what prison is like. So they took us to the hole 

and I meditated. Luckily, we were in the same cell. So I 

thought to myself, I’ve got 18 years of this and 1 

started crying. It was rough and I felt so sorry for 

myself that I cried myself to sleep. I woke up the next 

morning and they were taking us out and they interviewed 

us and they told us if we minded our own business, we 

would not have any problems. I abided by their rules, 

their house. Whatever they wanted me to do I did and I 

tried to stay so busy and active that the first 28 months 

went by pretty fast. Then I was transferred to another 

facility, I did not request it. It was just that they 

were moving my level down and I spent 22 months there 

until I could get closer to home and about 18 months ago 

they sent me here. So oh, it’s rough. Mentally it’s tough 

but I asked The Big Guy to help me and he helped me. That 

was the bottom line. The Big Guy got me through it. My 

family and the Big Guy. When I needed help, I asked for 

help from Him, you know, I got it. If somebody does not 

know what it’s like it’s an experience they really don’t 

want to do. Believe me when I tell you that. You know, 

they tell you this is something you should try. Well this 

is something you shouldn’t try. Believe me. There are 
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staff around that treat you like human beings and then 

there are staff that treat you like you are a piece of 

garbage. Now I know one staffer here who made a comment 

to my partner whose here with me. He’s always giving him 

a hard time, and Billy says, "Why are you always giving 

me a hard time, I do everything you people want me to." 

He says, "because you were a policeman and you sold your 

badge." And Billy says, "Not so and I don’t want to loose 

tH" my temper with this guy." I said, "Try to stay away from 

the man. He doesn’t know us, if he did know us he would 

apologize." You know, you just have to be in our shoes to 

know what we are really like but like I said it’s 

something you don’t want to do, if you can avoid it. I 

never, in my wildest dreams, did I ever think I would go 

to prison. I never thought I was above the law, I just 

knew I was a hard working policeman, I had 2 and 3 and 

sometime 4 part time jobs and God knows I never expected 

to be in prison its just,its just. . . 

P. Somebody making an extra 25,000 a year off the drug 

dealer doesn’t hold down 3 or 4 extra jobs do they? 

W. Well, I would think if I made. According to their 

statistics, I was making 160,000 dollars cash a year on 

the side. I would like to know where it’s at because 1 

wouldn’t have busted my can working 3 and sometimes 4 

part time jobs. I mean I was constantly going. There was 

a part in there where I worked 24 hours practically. 

Luckily, I had a security job on the midnights where  



there was more than one of us and we watched for each 

other so one of us could get some sleep. It’s one of 

those things. You’re right. What the hell do I want to 

bust my hump to make an extra 8-12 thousand dollars if I 

was getting all the money they said I was getting? The 

best part about it is the IRS. When they went in and 

investigated us, they did a financial background, bigger 

than you can think of. They went to my doctor, my 

dentist, my lawyer, the schools, the banks, everything. 

You know what? There was no income tax charge. There was 

no fine. They know we did not have the money. They know 

we did not take it. 

P. If you had to pick one word to describe prison 

would it be? 

W. Well. I'd like to say Hell but it’s not hell. I mean 

in a certain way it is, but like my grandmother once told 

me, "We weren’t put on this earth to have a good time. 

You’ll be rewarded in heaven.", she tells me. But one 

word to really describe it. Wow. I’d have to say it’s 

awesome. Its just awesome, you know. 

P. What was your experience of God before you came to 

prison? 

W. Well like I said before, I have been a good Christian 

man from the time I can remember. I was brought up all 

through Catholic grammar school, Catholic high school and 

my mother and father made sure I went to church to a 
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certain age and then they let me go on my own to see if 

I'd go or not and I always went. I go to this day, as you 

know. That’s one thing. I can always find time for the 

Man. That’s important to me. Some guys don’t believe 

that. Some guys tease me about it but hey listen, the Big 

Guy takes care of me and my family, that’s all I can ask 

for. Prison didn’t change me toward finding the Lord. The 

Lord was with me a long, long, time ago. 

P. I know that’s always been a constant in your life but 

has your view toward God changed at all? 

W. Well, not really. I mean I’m not like some people that 

pray to the Lord to get me out of here. Get me out of 

here. Get me out of here. Because I don’t believe in 

that. That’s not what the Lord’s for. The Lord wasn’t on 

the street with me. He might have been on the street with 

me making sure I didn’t get shot because God knows I was 

in some gun battles and chases and I always came home 

luckily. But no not really Pat, I don’t want to say "to 

be perfectly honest with you" because I don’t like using 

that term but no I can’t really say that prison has 

really made me look at him in different ways. I’ve always 

looked at it one way. He is the Man. He’s what I want to 

see at the end of my time. Prison didn’t change me about 

that. I was taught that in grammar school and 1 was 

taught that in the Catholic high school and I believe in 

that plain. I teach my kids that. I thank the Lord that 

my wife is busting her hump to put the kids through  



Catholic schools. We both believe in that. That is our 

faith. 

P. When you get the opportunity what would you like to 

tell people on the outside about prisoners and prisons. 

W. Well, what I would like to tell them is don’t put all 

prisoners down until you’ve got to really meet them and 

find out what they’re like. Of course, there are some 

prisoners that really belong in prison. There is no doubt 

about it. But there are some men who I really don’t think 

belong here. I would say it’s like, don’t judge a book by 

it’s cover. If I was to tell the people. There’s always a 

chance you could wind up here. I really believe the 

government can do anything they want to to anybody. You 

have to be careful out there. Like I said before, I did 

not think I would ever be coming to prison- beyond my 

wildness dreams. And I'm sure the people your going to 

talk to, they never believe they could come to prison, 

but you never know. You never know who is out there 

watching you. Somebody does not like you, I feel sorry 

for you if they have power. I really do. I don’t know 

what else I could add. I would just tell the people to be 

good Christian people. Really that’s what I always 

thought I was. I still am but it goes to show you, good 

Christian people can be put in prison too. If there is a 

way they can help prisoners out. If you have the time, if 

you have the facility or whatever they need, if you can 

help them, believe me the inmates, the prisoners, will be 

more than happy to have you with them. They have feelings 
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too. 1 was in an experience that Gavin O’Connor started 

in Danbury called the Emmaus Program and these people 

were the nicest people in the world. They came in and we 

had like reunions from this retreat and man they grow on 

you. Believe me, they kept us going. It was with them 

because they were with the Lord. Some of the inmates said 

you don’t need that. I never come back and argue a man’s 

faith, that as important as his mother. So, all I can say 

is thanks for this opportunity to let me tell you =a 

little about myself. 

 



GLEN 

P. Glen would you care to share with us of how you came 

to be incarcerated? 

G. Well, it was a drug arrest for a conspiracy charge for 

two kilos of cocaine. I really had not been involved with 

cocaine until the past year or so before I came to jail. 

I met a few people who were involved with it and I saw it 

was quick, easy, money. Then a friend of mine that I had 

known for a few years, or a so called friend, got a hold 

of me. After a period of time, after about 9 months, he 

kept showing me money and telling me the ways he was 

making money and how he was putting deals together making 

thousands of dollars. So he finally told me, I was out of 

work, it was December 1st and I was doing construction 

work and the bills were starting to back up, so he talked 

me into getting a big deal together where I could make 

some money and pay my rent for the whole winter until 

next spring. So, I got a deal together and it ended up he 

was working for the DEA agents. He got his money. He got 

10% of the deal. I think he got $7,000 for getting me 

arrested. It wasn’t even my idea. I just had to look 

around and find someone who had the amount of dope he was 

looking for but since I knew about it, and I was one of 

the initiators of the deal, I got charged with conspiracy 

and sent here for 5 years. 

P. Wow. You made a lot of money off 11?  



G. I never made a cent off of it. I never even got to see 

it. I seen the money but I did not see the product. 

P. Looking back on it, what are your feelings about it 

now? 

G. Well, there is no easy money to be made. I don’t feel 

really guilty about it. I just figured it was a dope 

deal. I mean I have different feelings about drugs than I 

guess some people who are into law do. I don’t think 1I’d 

ever risk my life doing it again, or my freedom. Now that 

I am married and have a child two years old, I wouldn’t 

risk my freedom because of them. I was working, I had a 

good job. I still have a good job when I get out in my 

brother’s roofing company. I wouldn’t jeopardize that. 

You just can’t make, just can’t make money the easy way. 

You have to do it the old fashioned way! 

P. How would you describe the experience of prison to 

somebody who has never been there? 

G. Mm, I think you have more worry in the process of 

coming into prison. The unexpected, the unknown, the 

stories and the stories you are brought up with. Sure, it 

might have been like that, the stories you hear had to 

come from somewhere. I think as time went by environments 

got better, morals might have got better, and especially 

being in a federal camp where you have some drug crimes 

but you have mostly business crimes, where people really 

didn’t, where people really aren’t violent people- 
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Actually, it’s really a good group of people, I’ve met 

some nice people here, some smart people, they have all 

done wrong things. But, you know, a lot of the idiots 

here, at least the people I think are idiots, are really 

the drug dealers who have no morals, still have no 

morals, and probably never will have any morals. Then you 

have the people who didn’t pay enough money on their 

taxes. They’re not really bad people, none of us are 

really bad people, we just got lead astray. You know a 

big issue for me is the drug issue. You could talk for 

hours about that and peoples morals, the legalization of 

it, and things like that. How it’s legal in some 

countries. The extent of the sentences they have on them 

now, they change. How if I was arrested 30 days earlier, 

I would be out already but now because I was sentenced 

under the new guidelines I am here for another two years. 

So it just doesn’t deem fair and it doesn’t seem fair 

that if you make a drug deal with a federal agent or with 

a state agent using federal money you can be sentenced 

under either state or federal laws. It shouldn’t matter 

who you are with. If you deal with this guy you get 5 

years. If you deal with this guy you could be home in 15 

months. It shouldn’t be like that. As far as prison 

itself, I actually, in a way, try to enjoy it, make the 

best out of it, make my mind and body better. I try to 

work out everyday, play a guitar, enjoy time with 

friends, get a little more involved with the Church and 

get to know and learn a little more while I have the 

time, about religion and the Bible.  



P. How has this experience effected your family? 

G. It’s hurt them a lot more than it’s hurt me. When I 

came in, I would listen to their problems and say, "Hey, 

you know, sounds to me like your just living with 1life. 

Your living life with life’s problems." They really ain’t 

because I put the hardship on them. I have a wife and 

son. My son was about 3 weeks old when I came in here and 

my wife ended up going on welfare, public aid, food 

stamps, and she is trying to get this HUD housing. She 

moved down here for a while. She was going to college. 

They were giving her the school grants for a little extra 

money to get by. My folks bought her a used car. I mean, 

it has just really burdened everybody actually. She went 

through hard times. She had to go through different ways 

to try and obtain some things she needed and she started 

writing bad checks at grocery stores for groceries and 

got herself in all kinds of trouble and now she is trying 

to get through that and I got to try and deal with all of 

that being in here and there ain’t nothing I can do to 

help. I just try and deal with her as she is with me. The 

analysis of a double edged sword where I got to help her 

as she has helped me being in here. 

P. How is your relationship? 

G. I’d known her for only two years when I came in. We 

have been married about =a year but I feel our 

relationship has gotten stronger, actually. One thing I’m 

thankful that we had this time actually to more or less 
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get to know each other. I feel that if I was out on the 

street, a lot would have been taken for granted. 

Everyday, married, wife, you know. I come home the dishes 

are done. Where is dinner? You know type of life. Coming 

to prison, knowing that things like that can be taken 

away from you, you just don’t take nothing for granted 

anymore. And you get to share your feelings with one 

another through letters, your limited phone calls that 

you have, and through your affection, loving and kissing 

during the visiting time you have, which you don’t really 

do that much when you are at home. There it’s, "Get off 

my arm. My arm is sleeping." It’s just a lot more like 

every time you talk to her. It’s like when you were out 

on the street, how many times did you ever tell your wife 

that you loved her and now it’s every time that you talk 

to her you’re telling her that you love her and she is 

saying the same to you. You just appreciate a lot more 

things. Everything, you don’t take nothing for granted 

anymore. 

P. How would you describe the experience of prison 

somebody who has never been there. 

G. Well, everybody has got a different attitude. We 

have to try and turn things around for the best. 

matter what situation you are in, you have to make 

best of it. I don’t have problems with it. I'm kind 

thankful for it. Mainly I’m more of less trying to 

into the physical aspect of it. I want to come out  



here in the best condition that I can. After being here a 

total of 46 months, in another 2 years, I should be in 

really good shape. We have a lot of time and access to 

the equipment they have here. We got in three more pieces 

of equipment the other day. It’s helped my basketball 

abilities, my softball abilities, and when I get out at 

least I’1]1 have a little longer longevity and I may be 

able to share more of my life with my son, have fun with 

him. He will be almost 4 years old when I get out. Right 

at that age where I got to start teaching him 

coordination games and get him ready for his life. 

P. You make it sound like it’s a really great place to 

be. There’s got to be some tough points. What is the down 

side? 

G. Not being out. Not being with you family. The down 

side is mainly all mental. It’s just the main thing is 

keeping yourself busy. The more idle time you have the 

more you start thinking about your wife, and then your 

children, and then your problems, and that’s when it gets 

you. I have tried to keep every second I have on a 

schedule to do something. I am tutoring a couple on their 

math for their GED. I’m trying to get another guitar 

class started to teach some people basic guitar. I am 

glad I at least have some type of ability to help 

somebody else. I try to attend church twice a week and 

play music for the services. That makes me feel alright. 

I’ve been doing that and a lot of it too. You start 

praying a little bit more too. You just kind of get 
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yourself involved a little more. You come to the 

realization that things could end like that and you want 

to be prepared for your afterlife or at least be 

knowledgeable of it. 

P. What was your experience of God and church and that 

sort of thing when you were out on the streets? 

G. When I was younger I used to go every week to church 

with the family. When I was in grade school, I was an 

altar boy for 4 or 5 years. That’s kind of my excuse for 

not attending afterwards, I was drained. I would do 2 or 

3 masses a day or something. Getting up at 6 in the 

morning, I’d go over to the nun’s convent to do their 

mass, then be in the church for 7:30 mass. Then Sundays 

and weddings and funerals and then when we were in 7th 

grade we went on a weekend trip into Wisconsin to a 

monastery or whatever you call it where young priests are 

learning. It had a real big field, I remember, and they 

just put us through the same things that they were going 

through like 4:00 would be quiet hour. There would be a 

big long hallway with just partitions and they would 

close the partition and you would have your quiet time. 

And we would play football but they didn’t like any 

violence so we would play flag football. It was all an 

experience. I'm glad I went through the experience. I was 

brought up in a Catholic grade school but in a way 1 

don’t feel like being in the school itself taught us that 

much religion. We got it maybe in the masses. I feel that  



the kids down the street at the public school were going 

to CCD classes and I feel that they may have been even 

more knowledgeable of actual words in the bible than I 

was. They were studying it and learning it more. The way 

I feel right now with Protestants. The way they study the 

Bible more. I don’t know. I just don’t have the energy or 

the will power to study as much as they do. I read it 

once in a while but I can’t keep on a forward motion all 

the time. I don’t know. Maybe I am just not at that level 

of Christianity at this time. 

P. Where are you right now? Has your faith changed much 

since you have been here? 

G. I have a lot of questions and wonders and I think I’m 

more in search, searching myself, maybe not searching my 

religious preference, such as being Catholic. I don’t 

think it would be that questionable where I would change 

that. I feel all the different types of people who are in 

here coming from different areas around the country has 

brought me to raise a lot of questions by hearing their 

beliefs from their different religions. As far as the 

Jews, the Protestants, the Baptists, the Holy Rollers, it 

has given me a lot of insights into the different types. 

Some I think is big showmanship. A lot of people are 

really into their belief but a lot of it is fake to me. I 

don’t know. I really don’t know. That’s why I ask you a 

lot of questions. 

P. That’s why I'm here. You say a lot of questions? 
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G. Yeah, I just wonder, wonderment about what’s in the 

Bible and the authenticity of it with Jesus, and 

miracles, and things like that. The actual word for word 

things in there. Are they just stories similar to what 

they are talking about or are they the actual true story? 

P. when you have the opportunity what would you like to 

tell people on the outside about prison and prisoners? 

G. Prisons are not fun. Prisoners are just them too, 

people on the streets. We’re just all one.. We just have 

to live by the law, I guess. There’s just no way to beat 

the system. I mean no matter what your beliefs are the 

law was made and you have to abide by it until you get 

enough people together to change your laws if you don’t 

agree with them. To me, my only crime was possession or 

selling of drugs which I don’t feel is really that wrong. 

Sure, I feel it’s ruined a lot of peoples lives but I 

feel there should be more of a legality on it for the 

government. It would stop a lot of people in prisons and 

a lot of deaths going on with these drug cartels. It 

would solve a lot of problems. I don’t know if I'm just 

believing that because I’m involved with this or if I was 

at home, I’d be sitting there saying lock them all up 

which to me seem like that’s what we are doing. If they 

really looked, the majority of the people are the ones 

out there getting high and it’s just something self 

induced. It goes back to the whole thing, same thing as  



prohibition and the 20’s. How could the government tell 

somebody not to do something to your own body. Everybody 

has the right to do what they please to their own bodies. 

I mean they should help people with their problems. 

P. Do you think you will still feel that way when your 

son gets a little older? 

G. Oh, I think I can give him a lot more insight where he 

can maybe decide the other way to not do it. My folk’s 

didn’t know nothing about drugs. I fooled them for many 

years but that might be one advantage I’1l1 have on my 

son. He won’t be able to get away with nothing. I’1l1 see 

every little telltale sign. Right off the start I might 

be able to give him a little more knowledge and explain 

to him a little about my past where I don’t think he 

would want that to happen. Prison is no fun. I might 

sound like it is but I am trying to make myself happy. 

Now prison isn’t meant to sit and be miserable for your 

whole time. It’s just to get you off the street for a 

while. I guess. The whole rehabilitation part is all up 

to you. There is no rehabilitation they have to offer. 

It’s more or less like an AA program. It’s a self help 

program. It just gives you a lot of time. A lot of time 

to just think. And realize if you want to ruin your 1life 

for you and your family. It’s just a ridiculous amount of 

time they have given us. You see some people coming in on 

drug crimes, sometimes for the first time, with 6 or 7 

years. It’s just really sickening. And then with no more 

good time, they won’t be out. If they got 7 years they 
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have to do 5 1/2. Me, I have 60 months and have to do 52. 

Thirty days earlier, I would have only had to do 38 

months. A couple years earlier than that I would have 

only had to do 20 months and maybe a few years before 

that, I might have been in a drug program or probation or 

something. Who knows. Ten years from now it might be 

legal but it’s just a law right now and I got to deal 

with it and hope for some changes. It’s a messed up world 

and it doesn’t seem to be getting any better. Even with 

Democracy, things were going good, nothing goes good for 

a while then all of a sudden it seems that everybody’s 

changing over to democracy, then boom, something else 

gets thrown in the fire. Now we got war. We go from 

celebrating democracy to war and taxes. 

P. At least you don’t have to pay those. 

G. Yeah, see my wife even suffers there. Now she has to 

sell her car cause she can’t even afford the gasoline. 

She’s got a big Buick. The family hurts a lot more than 

the prisoner. We're provided for. They have to still 

provide for themselves. There’s a lot of different 

opportunities and options they should consider even for 

us level one prisoners. They should just. If they want to 

have a big drug war, that’s fine with me I’ve got nothing 

against it. I don’t believe in big deals either. This was 

a big deal here but for me this was the first time and 

I'm glad I did get arrested. Otherwise, I think I would 

have been involved with bigger deals. I feel they should  



consider having us go out there and work and they can 

garnish 50% of our wages and support their drug war. 

Instead of taking more money from the government and 

worrying about their deficits, all the people in jail 

could be working and paying to the government. Give them 

at least that option, or house arrest, or something. So 

we could at least support our own families and not make 

them do the time for our crime. 

P. Is that one of the hard things you have to deal with? 

What you have done to your family. 

G. Yeah, that’s the most yeah. I just try to make myself. 

Sometimes, I might look like a front or a cover to me 

where I’m just having a good time. I’m working out. I’m 

playing racquetball at 5:00, basketball at 7:00. I'm just 

trying to show them I’m not going through had times just 

to make them feel better. If they know I’m okay then they 

feel a lot better. If I was sitting in some cell and had 

not had a shower in 3 weeks I think it would really be 

hell on them. It ain’t that bad. Federal is longer but 

the environment is better. 

 



BRUCE 

P. Bruce, Why don’t you tell us a little about how you 

came to be incarcerated. 

B. How I came to be incarcerated? We’re not talking about 

how I came to be involved with drugs? 

P. Whatever. Yes. How did you get here? 

B. How did I get here? Well, initially I started using 

drugs marijuana back in 1969 and that was a period of 

free thinking, hippies etc., Kent State, and I was going 

to SIU. So, I was in an experimental stage. As time went 

on and drugs cost a bit of money, I decided to buy a 

little bit more and sell the extra and have my marijuana 

for free. I experimented with LSD, barbiturates, 

Quaaludes, and a little bit of cocaine. 1 did that 

throughout my college years. Grew some marijuana and sold 

it. Made some money over summer vacation and to keep 

going all through college, to make some extra spending 

money, so it got me started a little bit in selling. At 

the time, there weren’t all these studies about how bad 

drugs were so it was acceptable among my peers and pretty 

much the norm. After I got out of college in 1975, I 

didn't have a direction. I had been doing counseling at, 

drug counseling, marriage counseling, group therapy, that 

kind of thing at Synergy in Carbondale. Got a degree in 

business administration but I really didn’t have a  



direction. I had some interviews. I didn’t have a 

direction and I was kind of floating. Dating a girl, 

actually moved in with her and she was selling drugs. So, 

I decided to sell while she was going to school and it 

progressed to where I was getting bales of marijuana and 

selling bales , hundreds of pounds and finally larger 

customers. Then during the dry periods, cocaine became 

available so it got to be a vocation instead of a hobby 

to supplant my own use and I continued selling drugs 

until the spring of 83 as a full time vocation. I was 

selling larger amounts to fewer customers and that’s the 

reason I’m here. I’m here under a kingpin charge. 

Although I was a middle level dealer, for southern 

Illinois at the time it was considered a large quantity. 

I think in Florida I would have gotten a minor charge, a 

conspiracy charge and a few years. 

P. Looking back on the crime you committed, what are your 

feelings now? 

B. Well, I have mixed emotions when I think about it. I 

still don’t think marijuana is particularly bad and it 

was the accepted norm at the time when I was doing it. 

Cocaine, at the time, I didn’t think was so bad either. 

But since that time I have seen so many people that have 

gotten their lives ruined by it, they’ve become addicted 

to it. 1 found that I could do it or not do it and 

basically assumed that other people could do the same not 

that they had to have it all the time. Of course I had it 

all the time because I was selling it. It was easily 
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available and didn’t cost anything. Once I quit selling 

drugs, I quit doing drugs because I wasn’t willing to pay 

what it cost to do them for one reason and the other was 

that it wasn’t fun anymore. I tapered off. So, I have 

regrets about the people who got addicted because 1 was 

selling drugs. There were quite a few people involved who 

did get in over their heads in terms of their usage. So I 

have regrets about that. Fortunately, most of those 

people didn’t go to jail. They all turned on me and then 

I went to jail! I took their time on mine. I don’t feel 

so bad about the marijuana. I think. I feel bad for my 

family and the people I’ve hurt. 

P. That’s our next question. How has this all affected 

your family? 

B., It’s affected, and I’m going to talk about my 

peripheral family, it’s affected my parents and in laws. 

It’s affected all of them but they have all been very 

supportive. I told everyone ahead of time what was going 

to happen. I didn’t know how much time, but I knew, and I 

leveled with them all. So, they had a chance to oh. I 

went to live in ph atoin for a year waiting to be 

indicted. We had a two year period of waiting to be 

indicted. That was almost like doing time. I would wake 

up every morning at 5:00 or 6:30 and peek out the window 

to see if they had showed up to arrest me that morning. 

That 2 years was hell. More so than after I got caught. 

The unknown was great. I would lay my pants out just  



right so if the Feds came to the door, I could have some 

clothes on when they came. But living in Du Quoin that 

year gave my in laws a chance to get to know me. They 

have been extremely supportive throughout the whole thing 

and supportive of Nancy and without them I don’t know 

that she would have been able to stay with me. I am sure 

she would have had more conflict than she has now. It 

would have been a lot harder on her. Of course, my dad is 

a pretty public figure in Decatur and the fact that I was 

in jail, it was little known. It didn’t hit the papers 

like a king pin should have, but that was lucky. I didn’t 

make the Southern Illinoisan or so on. So in terms of how 

friends of our parents were affected, I would say they 

didn’t know. Most of them don’t know. For people who are 

conscious of their social conscience, their social mores, 

that was good for them. Eventually, over the years, my 

mom has told a few of her relatives which was nice for me 

because I started to get more letters. Some of them still 

don’t know and may never know. I just told her to tell 

them I am working for the Government! 

P. You don’t have any children. 

B. Yes I do. I have a 6 year old son. He was 18 months 

when I came in. Boy I dream about all the things I want 

to do with him and I have for quite a while. Fortunately, 

he was young and he has been coming to visit me in prison 

for 5 years so it’s been a hardship on him, not so bad 

though because it’s almost all he has remembered. He has 

a few memories, surprisingly, of being together before 
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prison. He is now coming to the age where he is going to 

need me more to break away from his mom’s apron strings 

and I'm going to be there. So that’s working out good. 

It’s been hell on Nancy. She described the initial 

separation like going through the grieving process for a 

death. I would say she grieved for almost a year and a 

half before she could mentally gear herself up enough to 

go to work. She has had to carry the whole ball besides 

coming to visit, initially every other weekend, and doing 

all the household stuff and being a single parent. I know 

being a single parent isn’t so rare these days but it is 

still difficult. I would say that she has suffered as 

much or more than I have through this whole 

incarceration. Really, the family does time right along 

with the inmate and maybe does harder time because they 

have to go on with day to day living where I know I have 

very few decisions to make. My food is provided. I don’t 

have to pay any bills. The work is minimal, not very 

stressful. Her life is filled with stress. Fortunately, 

she is still here although 85% of all marriages break up 

for people incarcerated over four years. I’m lucky. I’nm 

one of the lucky ones that she has waited. I asked her to 

wait and give me a shot. She said she would. She stuck 

with that. I have rechecked that out and given her an 

offer to go with a divorce if she wanted to a number of 

times. She has not so, that's good. 

P. How would you describe the experience of prison 

somebody who has never been there?  



B. Boring. It’s extremely boring. It’s such a waste of 

mental and physical energies. In the camp atmosphere it’s 

not life threatening. It’s frustrating. It’s frustrating 

in a number of ways. One is that you are surrounded by a 

number of people you don’t want to be with. People, under 

no circumstances, you would choose to be with. On the 

other hand, there are a lot of good people in prison. 

People that I have made life long friends with and I 

probably could do that because I have spent so much time 

with these people- 24 hours a day. Even when I was in 

Springfield, I met a lot of good people. I was only there 

for six months. It is definitely not what I expected 

prison to be. Maybe on the state level it a whole other 

ball park. 1 imagine that it is, but in the Federal 

System, I ‘don’t find it to be rough: or unlivable, 

unmanageable. If a person minds their own business, they 

have no problems. You can actually find some people who 

are stimulating, intelligent, and who you enjoy being 

around. I would tell people not to be afraid, in the 

federal system that is. 

P. What was your experience of God before you came to 

prison? 

B. Initially I grew up as a Lutheran. I was confirmed in 

the Lutheran Church. After I went to college, I kind of 

laid off organized religion and continued to do so until 

I married Nancy. I did go to some of the Jewish functions 

when I was married to Cheryl but I did so just more as a 
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learning experience. I got back in touch with God, 

started out on the mystical side, while waiting to be 

incarcerated. I really tuned into the more nature side of 

God and how God is the whole thing. God is all and help 

that’s where I could feel part of the all. I like the 

mystical side of it more than I like organized religion. 

I find some of dogmas have a negative effect on me. 

Anything that says this is the only way, I have trouble 

with because I find there are a lot of different 

religions that say this is the only way and which one is 

right? In all of them, God is there and when you cut 

through the superficial message and get to the deeper 

message, they are basically the same. I have read various 

religious books, that’s one thing prison has given me is 

time to read and study God. 

P. Has being in prison changed your image of God at all? 

B. I don’t know that it has changed my view of God at 

least not so since I have begun to delve into various 

religions. What I do in frustrating times, that I did not 

do before, is say, "Thy will be done." I pray and ask for 

things but I realize in prison there are a lot of 

complications. He can’t follow through with the solutions 

and maybe it’s not the time for them. Maybe I’m here for 

a purpose too. There’s things I have to learn. Patience, 

I thought I had a lot of patience but I find out that I 

have more now. To be non-judgmental, this is a good 

place to learn. I keep reminding myself. I think I have  



communicated more with God than I have previously and 

thought more about God and all it is. I’ve watched other 

people and their communications with God. I think that by 

being the Chaplains’ clerk I have gained more by osmosis 

which is good. I had shun the Jesus aspect for a long 

time and, by being a clerk,I have opened myself up to 

looking at the Christian way of looking at things more 

than I had in a while. It’s good. 

P. When you have the opportunity, what would you like to 

tell people about prisons and prisoners. 

B. First I would like to say that a person who has 

committed a crime, on their first go around, should have 

no more than an 18 month sentence, at least a nonviolent 

crime. I think in that time period anyone who is 

incarcerated for 18 months has enough time to get a taste 

of what it’s going to be like. What it is like and 

consider whether they want to lead a life of crime. I 

thought about that a lot, about how long a period, 

because I’ve met some people for whom 18 months would not 

be enough. But I think the second go around some one 

commits a crime and gets caught they should have to spend 

a lot of time in prison. I don’t see first time offenders 

having to spend 6,8,10 years when maybe 18 months would 

be sufficient to teach them a lesson and also wouldn’t be 

such a burden on the system and society so much. Like I 

said, there are a lot of good people here. There are a 

lot of good people in prison who are not gangsters. They 

don’t ride around carrying guns. They don’t shoot 
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people. They don’t steal. At least in the drug world may 

be not. I don’t know. Some people are here for stealing. 

Still, 18 months seems to be enough to straighten anybody 

out who is going to get straightened out. Who wants to 

straighten out. Prisons and prisoners could and should be 

put to better use. I believe that at least on the camp 

level, that prisoners who want to volunteer for community 

service, maybe using a camp as a work release, would 

benefit the community and themselves by doing something 

worthwhile There are a lot of senior citizens, a lot of 

needy people out there who could use their house being 

painted or winterized. It would be better for society as 

a whole. If people who sell drugs are in here for crimes 

against the society they supposedly hurt. I think prisons 

have their place for second time offenders. For people 

who look like they are going to lead a life of crime or 

can’t learn the first time. I was always happy if = 1 

learned a lesson by the second time. What would I say to 

somebody about prisons? In the federal system they are 

not like you see on TV. Maybe they were years ago but 

they are not now. People get along. The biggest fights 

are over television and telephones. That’s where the 

biggest problems are and pretty much they are handled by 

majority rule on the television and hopefully by a little 

mutual respect on the telephone. It doesn’t always happen 

but for the most part people are respectful of other 

inmates’ rights. There’s not as much violence as on 

television. I mean that’s how I pictured it when I was 

coming in was the television version. County jails are  



bad. You get a taste of prison there. Loud, awful food, 

boring again, pretty much everything is boring. A person 

has to make themselves become active to keep sane and not 

make time slow down. People who concentrate on how much 

time they have left do harder time, longer time than 

people who get here, stay in the here and now, do things, 

work, read, play hard, get involved, that’s what makes 

time go. 

 



ANALYSIS AND COMMENTS 

In this final section, I will attempt to summarize 

and compare the responses of the group to each question. 

While I will attempt to minimize the inclusion of 

editorial comments and of my personally held convictions, 

I would ask that the reader reflect on his/her role and 

response, both as a citizen and as a member of a faith 

community, to the issues with which these questions 

confront us. 

l. How did they come to be incarcerated? 

Needless to say, drugs were involved in each of 

their cases. Contrary to the often held perception that 

convicts universally proclaim their innocence, four of 

the five men readily admit their involvement. As to the 

credibility of the story of the fifth man, I will leave 

that to your own judgment. I will note however that 

William is one of the most ethical, straightforward, 

people I have ever met either in or out of prison. 

Four of the group were recruited and eventually 

convicted through the actions of either family members or 

friends. With the exception of Bruce, who was a long time 

professional drug dealer, the others were convicted as 

the result of drug deals initiated by people who were 

either paid informants or people whose motivation was to 

attempt to secure mitigation of their own legal problems. 

All five were convicted primarily on the testimony of 

convicted drug users and dealers who personally benefited 
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from their testimony against the accused. None of them 

were ever actually caught in the act of buying or selling 

drugs. 

I have pointed out these various facts not to 

mitigate what they have done but rather to point out how 

the criminal justice system, to a large extent, works. I 

think we all tend to be terribly naive and as a result do 

not hold our elected officials accountable for their 

ethical conduct in this area. Faced with a seemingly 

insurmountable drug problem, we are all too ready to 

adopt and "end justifies the means" mentality. 

De In retrospect, how do they feel about what they did? 

I think that the responses to this particular 

question were for me the greatest surprise. Each of the 

individuals, who freely admitted their legal guilt, at 

the same time showed little or no remorse for what they 

did, even though they each admitted that what they did 

was wrong and credibly declared that they would not do it 

again and knowing what they know, now would not have done 

it at the time. I found this seemingly inconsistent yet 

universal response to be fascinating. 

In reflecting on this, and allowing that a certain 

amount of their response was the result of the self- 

justification we all undergo when confronted with our own 

faults and errors, it seems there are a couple of factors 

that influence their lack of remorse. First of all, from 

each of them I got a sincere sense of a belief that the 

use of drugs should be a private individual choice much  



akin to the use of alcohol. The other factor which I 

believe leads to their lack of remorse is that their 

sense of fair play, even criminals at times have a naive 

TV storybook view of themselves, is offended by the long 

sentences invoked and the methods used to secure arrests 

and convictions. 

On the positive side, each of them has a sincere 

sense of remorse for the pain and suffering they have 

caused their families. All of them are committed to doing 

their time as well and as quickly as possible so as to 

minimize the difficulties their actions have inflicted on 

their families. We will address this in greater detail in 

the next section. 

3. What has been the effect on their families? 

There is no doubt that families are the dominant 

concern of those who are incarcerated. There seems to be 

a direct correlation between the stability and support of 

the family and the attitude of the incarcerated person. 

Of the people interviewed, two have strong intact 

families, two have intact families which are having 

problems that occasionally flare up to crisis proportion, 

and one individual’s family has disintegrated while he 

was incarcerated through illness, death and divorce. 

As we listen to their stories, both the stories 

recorded for this project and those that are told daily 

in prisons across the country, the families of these men 

are always the central theme. The attitude they have 

toward their imprisonment, their behavior while 

incarcerated, and their eventual success or failure once 
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they are free, are all heavily colored by the ability of 

their families to survive their absence. Tom 1 very well 

summed up this relationship when he said, "I don’t think 

we're in prison. . . The prison is not being with your 

family." In contrast to this experience we have Tom 2 who 

sums up a large part of his experience by saying, "You 

got to watch who you trust. . . the thing that hurts me 

most is there is nothing I can do. . . It’s not fun . . . 

We have no fence and yet you know the fence is there.” 

I think that Bruce best described the effect of 

incarceration on the family when he said, ". . . she has 

suffered as much or more than I have through this whole 

incarceration. . . the family does time right along with 

the inmate and maybe does harder time because they have 

to go on with day to day living where I know I have very 

few decisions to make. My food is provided. I don’t have 

to pay bills. The work is minimal, but not very 

stressful. Her life is filled with stress. . 

fortunately, she is still there. . . I’m lucky." 

4, What has been their experiences of Faith. 

Unlike family experiences, faith experiences in 

prison are not a common experience shared by all. Due to 

various privacy laws, it is very difficult to determine 

the exact extent to which faith is a significant factor 

for prisoners in the Federal system. At the camp at which 

I minister, roughly one third of the men have some form 

of regular contact with us. However, there are a number 

of men who maintain their faith without benefit of Chapel 
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programs and still others who participate without ever 

seriously examining the relationship between their faith 

and the rest of their lives. 

The men who were interviewed have, each in their own 

way, had their lives seriously challenged by experiences 

of faith. For all, with the exception of William, the 

pattern has been similar; strong faith development as a 

child, a drifting away during the late teens and early 

adulthood, and finally a return shortly before or during 

their incarceration. 

While it is often easy to discount the value of 

"jail house religion," I think the stories of these 

particular men clearly demonstrate what a powerful force 

it can be in assisting people as they attempt to put 

their lives back together. The experiences of personal 

and communal prayer, the mutual support found in the 

faith community, and the opportunity for spiritual 

direction, all have a profound effect on a person’s 

ability to discover the positive aspect of incarceration, 

to find ways in which to emotionally relieve the burdens 

of their families, and to focus their attention on 

rebuilding their lives when they are released. As a 

Chaplain, I find the privilege of walking the path of 

faith, and seeing it through the eyes and hearts of those 

who share their renewed faith experiences with me, to be 

a constant source of strength and renewal of my own 

relationship with God. 

5. What would they like to tell us about themselves? 

I think we will let each of them answer this last 
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question in their own words: 

Tom 2. Give them a chance. . . You have to treat everyone 

individually, not stereotype prisoners . . . prisons are 

crowded. . . it’s just like you put a bunch of mice in a 

little cage. . . you shouldn’t be treated like a lower 

life form because you are in here paying your dues . . 

I've learned a lot. 

Tom 1. This isn’t really a bunch of ruthless people 

running around. . . I should have pled insanity because 1 

had to be crazy to do something that would cause that 

much trouble. . . I can tell them one thing, you don’t 

want to be here. 

Glen. . . everybody has a different attitude. We all have 

to try and turn things around for the best. . . not being 

with your family. . . prisoners are just them too, people 

on the streets. . . my wife even suffers there . . . we 

could at least support our own families and not make them 

do the time for our crime. 

Bruce. First I would like to say that a person who has 

committed a [non-violent] crime should have no more than 

an 18 month sentence. . . enough time. . . to consider 

whether they want to lead a life of crime. . . there are 

a lot of good people here. . . who are not gangsters. . . 

prisoners could and should be put to better use. . . 

would benefit community and themselves by doing something  



worth while . . . stay in the here and now, do things, 

work, read, play hard, get involved, that’s what makes 

time go. 

William. it’s scary. . . I thought to myself, I’ve got 18 

years of this . . . I cried myself to sleep. . . the Big 

Guy got me through it. My family and the Big Guy. : * 

there are staff around that treat you like human beings. 

it’s hell. . . it's Awesome . +. don’t put. all 

prisoners down until you’ve got to really meet them and 

find out what they’re like. . . some prisoners really 

belong in prison. . . some , . , don’t, + +. 1f there 1s a 

way they can help prisoners out. If you have the time, if 

you have the facilities or whatever they need, if you can 

help them, believe me the inmates, the prisoners, will be 

more than happy to have you with them. They have feelings 

too. . . thanks for this opportunity to let me tell you a 

little about myself. 

 



CONCLUDING REMARKS 

Ultimately, when we discuss the problems of 

prisoners or any other problem we are confronted with in 

life, we are confronted with the challenge of a pastoral 

response. For any of what has been said here to have any 

significance, we must confront ourselves with the 

question, "What can we do?" 

Based upon the comments of the men interviewed, it 

should be clear that the area in which people on the 

outside can be of greatest assistance is with the 

families of those who are incarcerated. For those who 

feel called to minister in this area, I have included a 

brochure from a group in our area called Prisoner and 

Family Support who have been involved in this specialized 

ministry for many years. They are always happy to hear 

from and share ideas with anyone who would wish to 

contact then. 

If you feel that they would like to get involved but 

do not have the time to come into prisons on a weekly 

basis, you might consider working with Prisoner 

Visitation Service. This is a nationwide volunteer group 

with offices in Philadelphia, Pa. As a local visitor with 

this group, you would have the opportunity to visit 

inmates monthly who do not get visits from friends or 

family. 

A third way in which you might consider becoming 

involved in prison ministry would be through weekend 

retreat experiences such as REC, Residents Encounter 
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Christ, or the prison outreach of the Marriage Encounter 

Movement. Both of these are programs which can have a 

profound effect on both prisoners and those who come in 

from the outside to share the experience. Involvement 

would consist of one or two weekends a year plus monthly 

"reunions" with those who have shared the experience with 

you. 

Perhaps, the most important pastoral act each of 

will be some day be called upon to perform is our caring 

response to an inmate as s/he returns to our community. 

They come back to us not looking for a handout, but 

rather looking for a hand stretched out in welcome. 

In conclusion, I hope that my efforts have helped 

the reader to gain some additional insights into prisons 

and prisoners from a pastoral perspective. Throughout my 

presentation, I have repeatedly emphasized the point that 

this study should not be viewed as representative of all 

inmates. However, in doing so, I think it is also 

important to point out that while they may not be the 

rule, they are also not exceptions. My personal ministry 

in prisons started at a minimum security institution and 

has progressed up the security ladder with each move to 

the point at which I now serve at the highest security 

prison in the country. As I began to minister at each 

higher level, I did so with some trepidation that the men 

I would minister to would be somehow different. My first 

few weeks at Marion were filled with fear as I literally 

ran up and down the ranges attempting to deal with my 

anxiety as I was trying to provide some form of minimal  



ministry to the men locked in their cells. Then suddenly 

one day, I stopped in front of a cell and came to the 

realization that behind those bars was a human being. 

From that day forward, I began to realize that, like the 

men in our study, each of them was a unique individual 

with a story often not unlike the stories I have shared 

with you. Stories filled with families, mistakes, and 

regrets. Stories of times spent searching for God and 

times of growth. Stories just waiting to be told. Perhaps 

someday in the future, we will be able to tell their 

stories also so that we will be able to see that all 

prisoners are people. 
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ABSTRACT 

This research project meets the requirements of a 

routine research proposal specified in Federal Bureau of 

Prisons Program Statement 1070.2 Research. The research 

will necessitate no financial support from the Federal 

Bureau of Prisons, will involve no other governmental 

agencies, will involve no post-release information 

gathering on inmates or inmate activities and will only 

use information collected from one Bureau of Prisons 

facility. 

The proposed working time period for the entire 

project is September 1990 to December 1990. Data 

collection and organization is expected to be 

accomplished between October 1990 and November 1990. 

The purpose of this project is to gather information 

from a select group of inmates which will be used to 

relate the experiences of incarceration to the 

ministerial community and others interested in prison 

ministry. Confidential interviews will be conducted with 

inmates in which they will be asked to respond to a 

series of open ended questions (See attachment 1). 

It is anticipated that by introducing the 

ministerial community to some of the experiences and the 

difficulties incarceration presents both for the inmate 

and for his immediate and extended family, some of the 

societal stereotypes concerning some prisoners may be 

broken down. It is my hope that by developing a healthier 

attitude toward the imprisoned, which while recognizing 

they have been properly incarcerated for their crime, 
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also recognizes they have very real human and spiritual 

needs which must be ministered to by the faith community; 

if for no other reason than because most of them will be 

returning to the community within a few years. 

It is anticipated that these interviews will take 

place from October 1990 to November 1990. Prior to being 

interviewed, all subjects will be required to read and 

sign an informed consent statement (attachment 2) 

Participation in this project is strictly voluntary and 

no incentives will be offered to those who choose to 

participate. The Staff Chaplain will also clearly 

indicate to all subjects that if at any time during the 

interview they wish to terminate involvement they may do 

so. If a subject wishes to withdraw from the project, all 

information pertaining to that individual will be 

destroyed in his presence. 

 



COMPREHENSIVE STATEMENT 

The risks and discomforts presented by this project 

are minimal. Inmate participation will be voluntary and 

prior to participation informed consent will be required. 

In addition,all interviews will be conducted by an 

ordained Chaplain accustomed to dealing with the 

sensitive issues and confidentiality. All information 

used in the study will be edited to protect the identity 

of the subject,the geographic area of the country in 

which he resided, and other identifiers. 

The purpose of this project is to address the 

prejudices toward prisoners which exist within the 

society, even among ministerial community. The intent is 

to present a well balanced profile of non-violent, 

middle-class, white, first time offenders who will soon 

be returning to the community. The motive is to eliminate 

many of the stereotypes which are often applied to all 

prisoners so that ministers may more effectively offer 

pastoral care to prisoners returning to society. This 

study will be of benefit to the Bureau in that it may 

help to encourage members of the community to volunteer 

their time in prison ministry. It may be of further 

benetfit by attracting qualified ministers to the 

position of Staff Chaplain. 

The methodology to be employed is a case study 

approach utilizing confidential structured interviews 

with a small group of non-violent, middle-class, white, 

first time offenders. All interviews will be conducted by 
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the Staff Chaplain in the camp Chapel. The interviews 

will be conducted at times which will not conflict with 

work assignments or other scheduled responsibilities. No 

resources of the Bureau will be used other than the 

Chapel area during times when other activities are not 

scheduled. With the exception of coordinating the 

interview schedule with the Camp Administrator, no other 

utilization of Bureau personnel will occur. All 

interviews will be conducted by the Staff Chaplain during 

his off-duty hours. 

As stated previously, this research meets the 

requirements of a routine research proposal specified in 

the Federal Bureau of Prisons Program Statement 1070.2 

Research. The research will necessitate no financial 

support from the Federal Bureau of Prisons, will involve 

no other governmental agencies, will involve no post- 

release information gathering on inmates or inmate 

activities and will only use information collected from 

one Bureau of Prisons facility. 
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Attachment 1 

Proposed Interview Questions 

1. Would you care to share with me a little of how 

came to be incarcerated? 

2. Looking back on the crime you committed, what 
your feelings about it now? 

3S. How has this experience effected your family? 

4, In your own words, how would you describe the 
experience of prison to someone who has never been there? 

5. What was your experience of God before you came to 

prison? 

6. Has it changed any? 

7. If you had the opportunity, what would you like to 
tell people on the outside about prisons and prisoners? 

 



Attachment 2 
INFORMED CONSENT STATEMENT/CONSENT TO RELEASE INFORMATION 

A. General Information 

i. The interview will be conducted by Patrick W. 
Patterson, a Staff Chaplain at F.P.C.-Marion. 

2 The name of the study is Prisoners are People- A 
case study approach to the Stereotyping of Inmates. 

3. The objective of this study is to aid ministerial 
students in their efforts to understand the experience of 
incarceration. 

3 As a participant in the study, you will be asked in 
a private interview to respond to a series of questions 
exploring your personal experiences while in prison. 

5. Your responses, along with those of others, will be 
will be used as the basis of an article and a lecture 
which will be presented to various groups interested in 
learning more about ministry to prisoners and their 
families. 

6 The risks and discomforts to you are minimal. What 
information you choose to share is your decision. If at 
the end of the interview or at any time during the 
interview you change your mind about being involved, the 
information collected will be destroyed at that time. 

7. Your participation in this study may help yourself 
and other prisoners through assisting in the development 
of people in the community who will take an interest in 
assisting prisoners, former prisoners, and their 
families. 

8. Your participation is completely voluntary and you 
may refuse participation at any time without penalty or 
prejudice. All research information will be handled in 
the strictest confidence and your participation will not 
be individually identifiable in any reports. If you are 
an inmate, your participation or non-participation in 
this research project will not effect your release date 
or parole eligibility. I will be happy to answer any 
questions you have about the above items. 

B. This research is being conducted under the general 
authority which permits the Bureau to conduct research on 
the correctional environment. For further information see 
Program Statement 512.10  



C. Signed consent 

I, understand that the study 

entitled Prisoners are People- A case study approach to 

the Stereotyping of Inmates. as explained on page 1 and I 
  

consent to participate in the study. My participation is 

completely voluntary. 

I consent to the following procedure:(initial what you 

agree to- cross out what you do not agree to: 

1. I consent to be interviewed by Chaplain Patrick W. 

Patterson. 
Initials 

2. I consent to the anonymous use of my responses in any 
articles or lectures developed by Chaplain Patterson. 

Initials 

I understand that all research information will be 

handled in the strictest confidence and that my 

participation will not be individually identified in any 

reports. I understand that participation or non- 

participation in this research project will not affect my 

release date or parole eligibility. I further understand 

that there is no penalty or prejudice of any kind for 

withdrawing from or not participating in the study. 

  

  

(Signature) (Date) 

  

(Register Number) (Unit) 

  

  

Witness- Patrick W. Patterson 

ce: 
Research Project File 
Subject (upon request)  
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

emorandum 
September 19, 1990 

P Q deral Bureau of Prisons 
: shington, D.C. 20534 

J. Michael Qui 

Research Propo of Chaplain Patterson 

L. E. DuBois, Regional Director 
North Central Regional Office 

This is in response to a request by Chaplain Patterson to 
conduct a study at FPC Marion entitled "Prisoners Are People: 
A Case Study Approach to the Stereotyping of Inmates." 

We concur with your recommendation of approval. Chaplain 
Patterson is authorized to proceed within the ability and 
resources of the institution to accommodate him. Chaplain 
Patterson is aware of the limitations of the study and has 
agreed to be cautious in regard to the conclusions drawn from 
the study. 

Any questions which arise may be addressed to Gerry Gaes at 
FTS 724-3228. 

cc: Warden, USP Marion 
Administrator, FPC Marion 
Tom Werlich, Research Analyst, USP Marion 
Chaplain Patterson, USP Marion 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

(REV. 1-80) 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 
8010-114 

® U.S. GPO: 1988-201-760  



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

memorandum 
Bureau o nau 

September 28, 1990 Washington, D.C. 20534 
DATE: 

REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: 

Harriet ter es Burnett, Office of Research 

SUBJECT: : . 
Research Project on Prisoners are People 

Chaplain Patterson 
USP, Marion 

Some staff members who conducted the Central Office 
review of your research proposal have a few comments. We feel 
that perhaps your strongest argument to reduce stereotypes 
might be that inmates cannot be described in a particular way. 
Chances are, inmates are as varied as we are in the free 
community. It would really be interesting to show the extent 
to which that is true. Perhaps at some point in time, you 
could interview a variety of inmates, and see what they are 
like. 

Also, we understand that one reason for conducting the 
study is to provide information to other chaplains describing 
how "Prisoners are People." Considering the profession of a 
prison chaplain, it is likely possible that they will come 
into contact with a very diversified group of people besides 
the ones chosen in your study. Therefore, why not interview 
a more diversified group? 

If you would like to do some further work in this area, 
we would be very interested in hearing from you. 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
(REV. 1-80) 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

5010-114 

» U.S. GPO: 1988-201-760  


