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Introduction 
"Revelation begins in human experience and takes us beyond experience to that deeper divine 

dimension which we call the mystery of God at the center of life." 

Dermot Lane 

If theology is the study of God and human, then what is better than to 

approach that study in the context of baptism which celebrates the covenantal 

relationship of God and the human. Many authors | have read state that baptism 

does not make us children of God but rather celebrates that, by virtue of God 

creating us, we already are God's children. As God's children we have a 

relationship with God from the beginning of our lives, a relationship that is 

celebrated in baptism and unfolded in the rest of our lives. Thus, when parishes 

design their preparation process for parents of infants and young children who are 

to be baptized, they must consider the importance of baptism as a sign of our 

relationship with God. It is a relationship that is lived through human experience 

and in community with one another. Baptism celebrates an ongoing revelation of 

God for the child, the parents and the community. Dermot Lane writes that 

"revelation is always incarnational and sacramental. As incarnational and 

sacramental, revelation is, therefore, experiential" (Lane, p.42). Baptism, as a 

sacrament, is always a revelatory experience of God. 

Since baptism as a sacrament reveals God as one who calls each to be in a 

covenantal relationship with the Divine, its importance as a beginning of new life 

must be recognized. However, we at St. Patrick Parish had done little in the past 

to emphasize its importance. Yet, in the midst of change comes growth. With the 

change in staff and in the baptismal preparation team at St. Patrick and St. James, 

different ideas emerge; visions seek other horizons. It is because of the vision and 

ideas of the staff and team that this baptismal preparation for parents project was 
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possible. The staff encouraged the vision of the team members who felt that the 

current method of preparation was inadequate. Mahalo nui loa (thank you very 

much) to those who made this project possible. First of all, my gratitude goes to 

the team that envisioned and implemented it: Moses and JoAnn Takemoto, Angie 

Miranda, Katherine Rodrigues, Susan Miller and Trudy Rawlins. For his support in 

the entire project, | thank Fr. John Kuhn, SS.CC., pastor of St. Patrick Church. A 

special mahalo | send to Fr. Russell Becker, ofm, whose ideas and process at the 

Cathedral of Our Lady of Peace served as an example, and whose support helped 

to make this preparation process a reality. 

| dedicate this project to my family, Earl, Donny and Alex, and to a special 

friend, Beth Aube, whose willingness to read and comment on rough drafts, and 

her constant support throughout the entire MAPT program has helped me to reach 

the star of my dreams. May God bless all who have supported me, those 

mentioned above and the many others who have cheered and encouraged me. 

 



Chapter One 

Identification of a Pastoral Problem and 

Implementation of Pastoral Response 
"Christian Initiation is an experience of church life so rich that no single model or paradigm will 

exhaust it." 

James Moudry 

Pastoral Concern 

"Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit" (Mt 28:19). Since its early 

beginnings, the Christian community has welcomed persons into the Church 

through the rite of baptism. Although baptism was not unique to the Christian 

community, it did assume a special significance. It was the means by which 

persons who accepted and professed Jesus as the source of their Salvation were 

joined to the community of faith. The sacrament of baptism became the first of 

three sacraments of initiation and "is the basis of the whole Christian life, the 

gateway to life in the Spirit (vitae spiritualis ainua), and the door which gives 

access to the other sacraments" (Catechism n. 312). 

Infant baptism is part of a long-standing tradition in the Roman Catholic 

Church. In fact, passages in the Acts of the Apostles that mention the baptism of 

entire households have been cited to indicate that even children were baptized 

with adults. Among these are the baptisms of the households of Cornelius, Lydia 

and the jailer of Paul and Silas. Other early writings of the Christian Church 

indicate that baptism of infants and children was practiced. Among these are 

writings by Tertullian, Origen and Cyprian. Whether for or against infant baptism,  



these writings show that the tradition of infant baptism dates from the early 

centuries in the Roman Catholic Church's tradition. (Finn, p. 15). 

Since Vatican ll called for the renewal of the liturgy, one area of change has 

been the Rite of Christian Initiation for both adults and infants. One major change 

to the rite of baptism for infants and young children emphasizes the important role 

that the parents SSUES in preparing and nurturing the faith of the child. 

Specifically, the parents, and not the godparents, take the responsibility for 

fostering the child's faith. In the rite, the presider tells the parents that they are 

accepting the responsibility of training and bringing up their child to keep God's 

commandment by loving God and neighbor as Christ taught. The parents are asked 

if they clearly understand what they are undertaking. As a result of this shift in 

emphasis from the godparents to the parents as the primary examples of faith for 

the infant, parent preparation sessions for baptism of infants and children gained 

greater significance. 

For several years, the preparation process for parents whose infants and 

young children were to be baptized at St. Patrick Parish consisted of a single two- 

hour session. The baptismal preparation team that preceded the current team had 

changed the former two-session process to a single session with the approval of 

the previous pastor. However, as the pastoral staff and baptismal preparation team 

changed, they decided that this single session was insufficient to prepare parents 

for several reasons. First, the members of the baptismal preparation team realized 

that "in what might be regarded as the domestic Church, the parents, by word and 

example, are the first heralds of faith with regard to their children" (Lumen 

Gentium n. 11). The team was concerned that this single session inadequately 

addressed the important and vital role parents have as faith models for their 

children. They felt that many of the parents did not fully recognize or understand 
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their role as Christian parents in the on-going faith development of their children. 

Secondly, although the single session covered the basic content areas, such as the 

meaning of baptism, the rites, and the signs and symbols of baptism, the team 

members felt that it did so insufficiently. Thirdly, the team members, realizing that 

many of the parents were unchurched, wanted to encourage the parents to 

become more active participants in their faith and in the communal life of the 

Roman Catholic Church. Lastly, the team wished to encourage and invite the 

gathered assemblies at which the rite of baptism is celebrated to a greater 

participatory role in the rite itself and to serve as witnesses of faith to these 

parents. 

The pastoral problem, therefore, was two-fold, consisting of the lack of 

adequate preparation for the parents of infants and young children who were to be 

baptized, and the lack of involvement by the gathered assembly in the rite. As a 

result of this two-fold problem and because of its dual nature, the needs emerged 

at two levels, that of the parents and that of the community. Some of the parents’ 

needs that the team identified were to be supported and understood as they faced 

the difficulties of their role as parents in today's society, to feel a sense of 

belonging to the parish community, and to feel comfortable at the parish's 

liturgical celebrations. The community's needs were various as well, among which 

was its need to serve as witnesses of faith to the parents of these infants and 

children. Also identified was the need to perpetuate the mission of Jesus through 

the tradition of the Church by ongoing faith and communal formation of future 

generations such as the children who are to be baptized. Another need of the 

community was parents who understand more fully the significance of their role as 

the primary faith models of their children in order to nurture the faith.  



Cultural Dimensions of the Pastoral Context 

In order to meet these needs, the team considered many of the cultural 

dimensions that would impact on how the problem is addressed. In regard to the 

parents who were seeking baptism for their children, several cultural dimensions 

emerged, among which are family background, marital status, past catechetical 

instruction and the level of liturgical participation. Some of these cultural 

dimensions were manifested in the reasons parents cited for bringing their infants 

and young children for baptism. The reasons varied from parental and family 

pressure, to the cleansing of original sin, to handing on the tradition of faith. In 

Hawai'i, family and ethnic background often exerts strong influence and pressure 

on parents to baptize their infants and children. Many of the ethnicity in Hawai'i, 

such as Filipino, Samoan and others, have a strong family basis that influences 

young parents. For example, some of these ethncities rely heavily on the 

traditional clan model with the elder father of each family as the sole head and 

final arbiter of disputes. Because of the strong family influence, some of these 

young parents who may be living in a multi-generational home bring their children 

for baptism not because they want to hand on the tradition of faith but rather 

because they feel compelled to do so. 

The level of catechetical instruction was evident in the second reason 

parents sometimes gave for baptizing their children, to cleanse the children of 

original sin in order to be able to enter heaven. Often parents who mentioned this | 

reason either had limited catechetical instruction or were catechized mainly by 

parents or grandparents whose catechetical background included the Baltimore 

Catechism or a pre-Vatican Il instruction. Sometimes, the parents who mentioned 

this reason came from an ethnic or cultural background that emphasized the sinful 

nature of humanity.  



Parents who cited the third reason, passing on the tradition of faith, usually 

either were churched or highly catechized. There seemed to be no common 

denominator in ethnicity, education or social levels. What was evident, though, 

was that these parents either came from families that stressed the importance of 

the communal worship of the Church or from families that attended carefully to 

the religious formation and education of their children, one of the positive effects 

of a strong family influence mentioned above. 

Since the team desired to involve the gathered assemblies in the rite itself, 

the various cultural dimensions of the community needed to be considered as well. 

Among these included the average age of parishioners, educational backgrounds, 

ethnicities, and previous involvement in the Church's other sacramental rites. St. 

Patrick Parish's latest demographic survey in 1989 indicated that the average age 

of parishioners at that time was 45 years. Although the data does not account for 

the changes in demographics since that time, it does indicate that at least half of 

the parish community recalls the celebration of baptism as a private family affair. 

However, for the past several years, the parish has celebrated baptism during the 

Lord's Day liturgies on a rotational basis. In addition, the 9 a.m. gathered 

assembly participates regularly in the dismissal, scrutinies and other celebrations 

of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. Since the gathered assemblies have 

participated in various sacramental rites in the past, the team felt that involving 

them more in the baptismal rite of infants and young children was not 

insurmountable. 

Because the team was proposing major changes to the preparation process 

and involving the gathered assembly more in the rite itself, one major factor the 

team considered was people's response to change. Changes can result in people 

feeling disoriented, disenfranchised and confused. The team felt it was important 
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to educate all the parish's gathered assemblies as well as the homebound 

members of the parish regarding the changes to the rite and preparation sessions 

before implementation. As a result, a presentation to the gathered assemblies with 

a mailing of further information was incorporated into the entire implementation 

process. 

Plan of Action 

Description of Design 

After considering various approaches, the team decided to develop a three- 

session preparation process in order to amplify and develop the content of the 

single session. This change from a single session to three sessions addressed the 

problem of the lack of adequate preparation of the parents. By expanding the 

number of sessions, the team was able to develop more fully not only the signs 

and symbols of baptism but also the role of parents in the faith development of 

their children. The expanded content, which included covenantal relationship with 

God, the role of parents in faith development, and the signs and symbols of 

baptism, was presented in a variety of ways that included theological reflection, 

group discussion, the use of analogy, video and handout materials. 

The James and Evelyn Whitehead method of theological reflection was 

implemented in the parent preparation sessions themselves, thereby allowing the 

parents to discover the meaning of baptism for their children and for the Roman 

Catholic Church. This method invites a conversation among our human experience, 

cultural traditions, and Scripture and tradition as means of forming a "reflective 

community alive to the presence of God" (Whitehead, p. 17). For example, instead 

of lecturing on what the signs and symbols of baptism mean, the parents used 

theological reflection to bring to light for themselves the significance and meaning 
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of the signs and symbols of baptism. In groups, they discussed and presented the 

many ways in which we experience and our culture uses one of the symbols of 

baptism, either water, oil, garments or candles. Next, they looked up and read 

assigned Scripture passages that pertained to the symbol assigned to that group. 

After presenting the various ways in which these symbols are used in culture and 

experience, and what the Scripture passages indicated, they discussed how these 

symbols represent in baptism our human relationship with God and the Roman 

Catholic Church. 

Theological reflection was also part of the initial preparation of the team 

members themselves for two reasons. First, by using theological reflection the 

team better understood some of the specific concepts, such as covenant, that 

would be presented to the parents. They explored how scripture, tradition, human 

experience and cultural contexts view the various concepts. Second, using 

theological reflection in training helped them to experience the process before 

presenting it to the parents. 

The rite, which had been completed at a single Lord's Day liturgy, was 

separated into two parts and celebrated on consecutive Sundays. This separation 

of the rite followed the RCIA model of blessing and anointing adults as 

catechumens, that formalizes their desire for baptism and initiation in the Roman 

Catholic Church. At the first part of the rite at the initial weekend liturgy, the 

parents and godparents presented the infants and young children as candidates for 

baptism the first weekend. The rite was completed the next weekend with 

baptism. Besides following the RCIA model, the separation of the rite enabled the 

gathered assembly to welcome the parents, godparents and infants at the first part 

of the rite and celebrate baptism with them at the second part of the rite. The 

weekend that was selected for the completion of the baptismal rite coincided with 
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the parish's monthly hospitality weekend to further encourage the gathered 

assembly to welcome and meet the newly baptized and their parents. 

The major components of the plan, therefore, were three preparation 

sessions and the celebration of the rite in two parts. Although parents were 

required to attend the three preparation sessions, godparents were encouraged to 

participate as well. Each session consisted of gathering prayer, an ice-breaker, 

presentation of the content using theological reflection, group discussions and 

other methods, and closing prayer. The team modeled the three preparation 

sessions on the Trinitarian God, focusing on each person of the Trinity and some 

aspect connected with that particular person. The first of the three sessions 

emphasized the covenantal relationship instituted by God the Father. The second 

session developed the concept of Church as the community formed by Jesus 

Christ. The last session encouraged ongoing faith growth nurtured by the gifts of 

the Holy Spirit. 

The main focus of the first session was the covenantal relationship that God 

as Father initiates with each one. Baptism is a sign of this covenant. The session 

also included the significance of God calling each person by name. Several 

activities, such as a name game, discussion on how we use and choose names, 

and a reading on the change of Abram's name in Genesis, were used to illustrate 

and explain the concept of God calling each by name. In addition, the parents 

planted a seed as an analogy of the faith of their children. The role of the parent 

as the soil in which children's faith is nurtured, and godparents and the Church 

community as the fertilizer that helps it grow was part of the closing activities and 

prayer. 

At the second session, the parents discussed the Church as a community 

based in Christ Jesus. The ice-breaker game called Tangle was used to illustrate 
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the need for people to work together in community. Then, they named various 

groups to which humans belong. They read and discussed passages from Scripture 

that describe the communal nature of the Church formed by Christ before viewing 

a video on the rite itself. At the last of the three sessions, the parents used 

theological reflection to discuss the symbols of baptism. They also discussed how 

the Holy Spirit guides them as Christian parents and godparents.. 

Changes to the content and presentation of the sessions were not the only 

means by which the team tried to encourage parent involvement in parish life and 

worship. The opening prayer used at each of the sessions was designed 

specifically to familiarize and encourage active participation in the Eucharistic 

assembly. At each session, the prayer included part of the rite of the Liturgy of the 

Word and, especially, the responses. By using the format of the Liturgy of the 

Word, the team hoped to help the parents feel comfortable at the liturgy since the 

prayers, responses and format used at Mass were familiar to them through the 

opening prayer. 

 



Goals and Objectives 

The goals and objectives were directly related to the needs addressed 

above. They are: 

Goal One: 

To develop an understanding of the important role of parents and godparents in 

the faith development of children; 

Objective A: 

To involve the parents in reflecting on their role as Christian parents; 

Objective B: 

To help the parents understand the development of faith in their children; 

Goal Two: 

To encourage parents to a more active communal life in the Roman Catholic 

Church; 

Objective A: 

To help the parents feel comfortable with the liturgical rites; 

Objective B: 

To familiarize the parents, especially the unchurched, with the liturgical 

movements and responses used in liturgical prayer. 

 



Goal Three: 

To encourage the gathered assembly to serve as witnesses of faith to the parents 

and godparents, and to welcome the newly baptized. 

Objective A: 

To invite the gathered assembly to participate more fully in welcoming these 

parents and their children; 

Objective B: 

To share in the ministry of blessing these parents, godparents and children 

in the rite itself; 

Objective C: 

To invite them to witness to these parents through personal contact 

following the celebrations. 

Timetable of implementation 

August Training of baptismal team members 

Early September: Presentation to parish of changes 

Mid-September: Mailing of letter and brochure to parishioners 

Mid to late October: Preparation sessions conducted for three weeks 

October/November: Baptismal rite celebrated in two parts on consecutive 

weekends 

A second and third series of sessions were held in January and April with 

the rite begun the last weekend of each month and completed the first weekend of 

February and May.  



Evaluation 

Parents and godparents evaluated the sessions by using a questionnaire 

consisting of open-ended statements and other statements with which they 

showed the level of agreement or disagreement. This questionnaire included 

statements that directly related to the goals of helping parents to understand their 

role in their child's faith development and of helping them to feel comfortable with 

the liturgical rite. The main criterion in evaluating the sessions was how well the 

goals and objectives were met. 

The evaluations showed that the majority of the parents and godparents 

who attended the sessions responded favorably to the statements. Their favorable 

responses indicated that for the most part the goals pertaining to the needs of the 

parents had been met. Some of the specific responses to the open-ended 

questions that begun "As a parent or godparent, these sessions helped me by..." 

are: "being more prepared for the ceremony and renewing our commitment to our 

child's religious education;" "showing me that my way of life reflects on my 

children;" "learning what baptism means; learning the old and new way of 

baptism;" and "making a good well thought out decision on becoming a godparent 

and the responsibility involved." 

Evaluating the goal of involving the gathered assembly in the rite was 

difficult to assess by a given instrument. Instead, observation of the involvement 

of the gathered assembly in the prayers, music and greeting following the Mass 

was the main means by which the team evaluated the third goal. During this 

observation, the team assessed how well the gathered assembly involved itself in 

the movements of the rite. The team observed to see if the members of the 

assembly extended their hands in the blessing, if they sang during the baptismal  



rite, and if they greeted the families after the two Masses at which the parts of the 

rite were celebrated. 

Significance of this concern for Pastoral Theology 

"It is therefore above all in the Christian family, inspired by the grace and 

the responsibility of the sacrament of matrimony, that children should be taught to 

know and worship God and to love their neighbor, in accordance with the faith 

they have received in earliest infancy in the sacrament of Baptism. Parents should 

therefore appreciate how important a role the truly Christian family plays in the life 

and progress of the whole people of God" (Gravissimum Educationis, n.3). 

In an expanded preparation process, the team emphasized the role of 

parents in the faith development of their children in ways that could not be done in 

a single session. For example, at the first session, the faith of the children is 

represented as a seed with the parents as the soil in which the seed begins 

development. At the second session, the team stresses the interconnectedness 

between the family and the Church. Finally, the parents themselves are invited at 

the last session to correlate family traditions with the traditions of the Church. It is 

hoped that the parents themselves can begin to understand how important they 

are as role models in the faith growth of their children. 

Furthermore, The Directory for Masses with Children states that "a fully 

Christian life cannot be conceived without participation in the liturgical service in 

which the faithful, gathered together into a single assembly, celebrate the paschal 

mystery. Therefore, the religious initiation of children must be in harmony with this 

purpose. By baptizing infants, the Church expresses its confidence in the gifts 

received from this sacrament; thus it must be concerned that the baptized grow in 

communion with Christ and the brethen" (DMC, n. 8). It continues, "If the parents 

are weak in faith but still wish their children to receive Christian formation, they 
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should be urged at least to communicate to their children the human values 

mentioned already" (n.10). These human values are expressed in the celebration of 

liturgy, to give thanks, to ask for forgiveness, to participate in community 

activities, to exchange greetings, to listen, to experience symbolic actions, to 

celebrate and to eat together. The team recognized that even though the expanded 

sessions may not result in the unchurched and inactive to change, the members 

hoped that they could at least develop an awareness of the important role parents 

have in exemplifying the values inherent in liturgy. 

The community, too, needs parents who willingly and consistently nurture 

their children. The future of the community itself depends on young people who 

someday can take an active and vital role in living and celebrating the Christian 

life. Since parents serve as the primary models of faith for their children, it is 

important to the life of the community that parents themselves are guided and 

supported so that they and their children become active, full, and conscious 

participators in the life of the Roman Catholic Church and in the mission of Jesus 

Christ. 

 



Chapter Two 

Theological reflection: Its Use in the Process 
‘Seeking God's presence involves theological reflection, the artful discipline of putting our 

experiences into conversation with the heritage of the Christian Tradition" 

Patricia Killen and John de Beer 

Theological reflection was part of the entire process beginning with the 

decision to change the parent preparation session, to the preparation of the team, 

and to the sessions themselves. The decision to change the single session to 

multiple sessions involved theological reflection at an informal level. In the 

discussions on whether to change or not change the preparation sessions, the 

members of the team considered their experiences with the parents in the past, 

their own experiences as parents in the faith growth of their children, the cultural 

and sociological impact of the family on children, the Church's tradition regarding 

baptism of infants, the change since the renewal of liturgy in the emphasis 

toward parents in the rite itself, and the scriptural references to baptism. From the 

discussions, the team decided that the single session was insufficient to cover the 

many facets involved in the baptism of infants. For this reason, the team decided 

to expand the preparation process. 

In developing the content of the preparation sessions, the team used the rite 

as the basis to focus on particular aspects of baptism and the role of the parents. 

For example, the first session's theme of covenant and God calling each by name 

to a covenantal relationship came from the beginning of the rite when the parents 

are asked, "What name do you give this child?" The content of the subsequent 

sessions also was derived from the rite itself.  



After deciding on the content and number of sessions, the team needed to 

prepare itself in order to present this new expanded preparation process. 

Theological reflection was a necessary part of the team's preparation for the 

reasons cited above, to explore the concepts to be presented and to be able to 

lead the parents in theological reflection. For example, in the area of content, the 

members of the team had difficulty understanding the concept of covenant. It is a 

word used often but the concept itself has multi-layered meanings that the team 

needed to understand. Plus, the team had a minimum of Scripture background, 

which compounded the problem of understanding and, hence, discussing and 

presenting the concept to others. The team spent time exploring several Scripture 

readings on covenant, how human relationships are formed and developed, and 

their personal relationships to delve into the concept of covenant to more fully 

understand what the covenantal relationship with God is. During the process of 

reflection, the team was invited first to name the many ways in which we as 

human beings form relationships, such as husband and wife, parent and child, 

boss and employee. The team then discussed what these relationships needed in 

order to be healthy and to grow. After discussing human relationships, the team 

read several passages from Scripture that pertained to the covenant between God 

and the people, including conditional and unconditional covenants. From that the 

team correlated the idea of covenant as God's relationship with humanity to the 

human relationships the team had identified previously. As a result of this 

reflection, the team members had a better understanding of covenant, noting that 

the covenantal relationship between God and humans differs from the often 

contractual relationship that most human beings form. The team then discussed 

how baptism is a celebration of the covenantal relationship that God initiates. This 

method of theological reflection that the team used in preparing itself for the 
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presentations to the parents and godparents is based on the method developed by 

James and Evelyn Whitehead. The team used the tripolar model that draws on 

Scripture and tradition, personal experience and cultural aspects for an 

understanding of how God and humanity interacts and relates. 

In the same manner, the team led the parents and godparents who 

attended the preparation sessions on a discovery of covenant using the theological 

method just described. Instead of telling the parents and godparents what 

covenant means, the team used the same method to encourage them to develop 

an understanding and a naming of the concept of covenant. The team asked those 

present to name various human relationships and the means by which these 

relationships remain strong. However, because of the limited time, the team used a 

single scripture passage taken from Genesis in the discussion of covenant. This 

passage, Gn 17:1-7, which describes the covenant that God makes with Abram 

and changes Abram's name to Abraham, was part of the opening prayer. The 

reason for using this passage was that it contains within it two key concepts. The 

first is that God initiates the covenant not only with Abraham but also with each 

one of us. Second, God calls each of us by name to be in that relationship. The 

first session not only discussed and emphasized the covenantal relationship with 

God but also the importance of each one's name and of being called to be to enter 

into that relationship. 

Theological reflection was included in the other two sessions to discuss and 

present the concepts of Church and the symbols of baptism. At the second 

session, the parents and godparents explored the many groups to which people 

belong. They discussed the various kinds of groups we form such as basic units 

like the family, and other permanent and temporary groups. They talked of the 

ways in which people joined these groups, what people gave and received from 
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belonging to these groups, and how people have a sense of group identity in 

families and the other groups to which they belong. Then, they read and presented 

the passages from the Christian Scriptures that use various communal images for 

Church. These images of Church focused on the communal nature of Church in 

Christ Jesus, and how being part of the Church involves more than belonging but 

also becoming Church. From these images, the team presented baptism as a 

celebration of the community and family called Church as an invitation to be part 

of that community rooted in Jesus Christ. The third session, as indicated above in 

a previous example, used theological reflection to explore the meaning of the 

symbols and how these symbols call us to live a Christian life guided by the Holy 

Spirit. 

As these examples show, theological reflection was used at multiple levels, 

at the decision-making process, the preparation of the team and the parent 

sessions. However, at all of these levels, the process was utilized informally but in 

a directed manner. What that means is that although the team, parents and 

godparents were led through the process, they experienced it without being told 

that they were using it nor were they instructed about the manner of theological 

reflection. There was one difference, however, between the use of theological 

reflection at the team level and at the parents and godparents level. The team was 

instructed in the process after experiencing it so that they could guide the parents 

and godparents in theological reflection. 

 



Chapter Three 

Analysis and Interpretation of Implementation 
"Baptism begins with God's love and care revealed to us through Christ. It continues with us, the 

church, living and enacting God's love and care through Christ to the world" 

Sandra DeGidio 

In the implementation of the three-session preparation process, the team 

discovered two important aspects of using theological reflection, how simple it 

was to use, even informally, as a basis for the sessions, and its effectiveness. 

Even though the process of theological reflection was new to the team, the 

members were able to implement it with little difficulty and training. The team, as 

mentioned above, used theological reflection in its own preparation. Because of its 

simplicity and ease of use, the team was able to quickly grasp and implement the 

tripolar method first in its training and then in its presentation to the parents and 

godparents. 

When the team used theological reflection to present the concepts in each 

of the sessions, the members found it to be highly effective as a means to 

generate discussion among the parents. Previously, directed lecture with some 

group discussion had been the primary means by which the team had presented 

material and concepts to the parents in the single session. Although the new 

process included some lecture, much of the material was presented using 

theological reflection method informally. Using theological reflection as a method 

enabled the team to present the concepts in such a way that the parents 

themselves became involved in the presentation and reached their own 

conclusions regarding the concepts. As a basis for discussion, using theological 

reflection also encouraged the parents to become closer to one another and begin 
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to develop more than just a passing acquaintance with each other. For example, at 

the series held in February, the parents themselves noticed who had not arrived 

yet before the beginning of the first Mass. Although this cannot be related directly 

to using theological method, it can be attributed in part to the openness among 

the participants engendered by the group discussions and other activities. 

However, the team did discover one limitation in using theological reflection. 

Because many of the parents who attended the sessions had a limited knowledge 

of and familiarity with Scripture, this part of the tripolar method needed more 

direction on the part of the team members. For example, during our first series of 

preparation sessions in October, first we asked the parents to listen to the Genesis 

reading of the institution of the covenant with Abram and the changing of his 

name to Abraham. After listening to the reading, the team asked the parents and 

godparents to share what they heard in the reading. The participants shared little 

and needed to be directed in the discussion. In contrast, during the second series 

with different set of parents and godparents, the team began with the discussion 

of human relationships first. Then, they invited the participants to reflect on the 

Scripture reading. As a result, the discussion was more focused, less team-driven. 

The parents and godparents seemed to grasp the concept of covenant and its 

relationship to baptism better. Since we evaluated at the final session of each 

series only, it was difficult to determine whether either group had a better 

understanding of covenant. The only method of evaluation we could use was the 

manner and content of the discussions. The second group of participants engaged 

more in discussion and offered more ideas than the first group. But, the team also 

noticed that the parents of the second group seemed to be more active in the 

communal life of the Roman Catholic Church. Given that one group of parents and 

godparents may have been better catechized than the other group, it is difficult to 
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assess for certain whether the order in which the areas of theological reflection 

were explored did have a significant impact on the quality of the discussion and 

observation. For the most part, though, many of the participants seemed to need 

human experience and the cultural aspects of a concept in order to relate to the 

Scripture readings. We learned that it was easier for the participants to name and 

identify personal experience and the cultural context of ideas and concepts than to 

discuss and understand the scriptural passages of the same topic. Scriptural 

concepts such a5 covenant and the communal nature of the Church needed to be 

illumined first by our common human experience of relationships and group 

dynamics. 

Another of the team's discoveries was that ethnicity, personality, 

catechetical knowledge and group dynamics played key roles in the content and 

manner of group discussion. Ethnicity and personality played a significant role in 

the openness to discussion while catechetical knowledge influenced the level and 

content of the discussions. In comparing the three groups, the second one was 

better catechized, had more regular attendees at Mass, and had a family 

background of regular attendance at Mass than those participants in the first 

group especially. Because these parents and godparents in the second group were 

more familiar with the doctrines and Scriptures, it enabled the team to present the 

content in a different way and in more depth than the previous series. Although 

theological reflection was effective in presenting the main ideas for both groups, 

the depth of discussion varied because of the participants themselves and their 

background. The team realized that the members needed to assess quickly in that 

first session the background of the parents and godparents so that the team could 

adapt its presentation to meet the needs of the audience itself.  



In conclusion, using theological reflection to present concepts such as 

covenant, and the meaning of the sacramental symbols of baptism, was more 

effective than using directed lecture. It allowed the participants to relate their 

everyday human experiences and the cultural context to Scripture, tradition and 

the symbolic life of the Roman Catholic Church. Its ease of use, even in larger 

groups, made it possible to implement without much preparation and instruction, 

thereby making it an accessible method to other areas of sacramental preparation 

such as Eucharist and Confirmation. What is also important about theological 

reflection is that it allowed people to do theology without formal training. It gave 

the parents who participated in the preparation sessions the opportunity to reflect 

on their personal relationship with God and to consider their responsibility as 

parents that they accepted by baptizing their children. For example, one parent 

selected to postpone her child's baptism until she herself was ready to fulfill her 

role as a model of faith for her child. Using theological reflection allowed the 

parents to discover for themselves the richness of the sacrament as a beginning of 

life in the Roman Catholic Church. Plus, this method of presentation was more 

effective than directed lecture because it enabled the participants to use critical 

thinking skills in correlation with the various aspects of theological reflection. In 

the final analysis, this method was useful not only because it was easy to use but 

also because of its effectiveness in presenting the content to the parents and 

godparents. 

 



Chapter Four 

Analysis and Interpretation of Participants’ Evaluations 
"Whatever sacramental actions we can use to enable one another to experience the personal love 

of Jesus as adults will enrich our lives and the lives of our communities" 

Paul Feider 

Evaluation of the project was done at two levels, by the parents and 

godparents who attended the sessions, and by observing the gathered assemblies. 

The instrument used by the parents and godparents was a two-part survey that 

asked for the level of agreement and disagreement to specific statements, and for 

responses to incomplete statements. Participants who had attended the previous 

single session or baptismal preparation processes at other parishes were asked to 

compare the current one with the previous one. The statements written for the 

participants’ evaluation were directly related to the parental goals mentioned 

earlier. The goal regarding the gathered assemblies was assessed by observing the 

level of participation in the rite and the welcoming of the families after Mass. As 

with all forms of evaluation, there are limitations since no single form of evaluation 

adequately addresses the various needs for information. For example, although a 

survey is the quickest form of evaluation, it can be the least informative 

sometimes since the questions and statements address the concerns of those who 

write it. The participants who respond may not be given the opportunity to 

address their personal concerns. In a like manner, evaluation by observation is 

limited to the behavior that is visible. How people feel and what their opinions are 

can not be gathered adequately through observation. These are some of the 

limitations of both forms of evaluation that the team chose to use. 

The written evaluation by the parents and godparents who attended the 

sessions included five statements with which the participants indicated their level 
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of agreement or disagreement. The second part of the survey consisted of four 

incomplete statements that the participants finished and one question of 

comparison. The total number of participants who filled out a survey was 49 

parents and godparents. For the first statement, "| learned more about the 

meaning of baptism in the Church," 38 agreed strongly, 10 agreed and 1 

disagreed. Similarly, the remaining statements had the greatest numbers of 

responses in the strongly agree level with the agree level as second highest. Only 

one survey indicated that the respondent disagreed with all statements except for 

the last one, that the sessions were well planned. This particular respondent aiso 

felt that the sessions were "too insulting to our intelligence” and recommended 

that we should "screen applicants to have classes appropriate to certain group 

levels." 

In contrast, the rest of the respondents were favorable to the new process. 

Only two suggested decreasing the number of sessions while one asked that the 

number be increased. Some of the completions to the statement, "One thing | 

learned from these sessions was," included "how the community is also 

responsible for guiding our children to grow up as Christian children;" "more about 

the bible as related to baptism and its significance;" and "the different stages your 

child goes through in the church.” To the incomplete statement, "As a parent or 

godparent, these sessions helped me by," participants responded, "focusing me 

back to why I'm a Catholic;" "making me more sure about what to expect when 

we actually baptize the children;" "how to be more reliable;" "understanding what 

baptism means, and what it symbolizes in the new life I'm allowing my child to 

enter;" and "being the best example and teaching my child the way of life through 

God." Those who responded to the question of comparison between either our 

previous single session or other parishes’ preparation processes and the current 
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three-session process said that the sessions at St. Patrick "were more personal 

and informative - less lecturing;" "Il learned more here;" "much more comfortable 

and relaxed;" and "St. Patrick emphasized the true value of being parent and 

godparent.” 

As a whole, the team was encouraged by the positive responses from and 

the general discussions of the parents and godparents who attended the sessions. 

As the evaluations indicated, the major goals directed at the level of the parents 

had been met. From their responses to both sections, the parents and godparents 

indicated that they understood their significant role as faith models better. They 

were more comfortable with the liturgical celebrations. In addition, they felt a part 

of the parish family. 

In evaluating the gathered assemblies, the team felt that it would be difficult 

to survey the parishioners for this particular rite because the celebration occurs on 

an infrequent basis at each Mass. Therefore, observation of the gathered assembly 

was selected as the primary means. The team observed how the parishioners 

participated in the gestures, music and responses of the rite, the manner in which 

they greeted and welcomed the parents and children, and their interaction with the 

families following the baptisms. In its observation, the team noticed that the 

gathered assemblies participated well in the rite itself. They extended their hands 

in blessing when asked at both parts of the rite. Many people did come to greet 

the families after the first part of the rite and did congratulate the parents after the 

baptism celebration the second week. The team did realize that observation is both 

subjective and less reliable as a means by which the team could assess the impact 

that the changes had made. 

Because observation of the gathered assembly is subjective, the team had 

considered several factors that may have affected or influenced the outcome of 
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this goal, such as level of participation in the past, the changes in the rite itself 

that invited greater participation, and the gathered assemblies themselves. For 

example, since the 9 a.m. assembly participates regularly in the rites of dismissal 

for the RCIA, this assembly has had more opportunity and experience in 

participation of the rites of the Church, thus it may be more participatory than the 

other gathered assemblies. Yet, in observing the manner in which the gathered 

assemblies raised their hands in blessing, the level of singing, and how they 

welcomed and greeted the parents after the Mass, the team did not notice any 

appreciable difference among the three assemblies. One reason the team attributed 

to this is that the celebration of baptism had been scheduled on a rotational basis 

previously. As such, the gathered assemblies had little adjustment to make and 

had been prepared already for its role in welcoming the families. 

The team considered whether the change in the celebration of the rite has 

made a significant difference or whether the parishioners themselves had become 

ready for this kind of welcoming. Since the implementation of dismissal rites in 

RCIA and other rites such as the Rite of Continuing Conversion for confirmandi 

and the involvement of the gathered assembly in those rites, the team felt that this 

may have contributed to the openness of the parishioners in taking an active role 

in welcoming the newly baptized and their parents. The team wondered if the 

parish has in its own development as a community come to recognize even in part 

its role as an assembly and as a people of God. The team concluded that changing 

the rite to two parts may not be the sole reason for the increased participation on 

the part of the gathered assemblies. Other factors, such as the recently released 

diocesan document, The Welcoming Parish, plus the parishioners’ own readiness 

to be actively involved, may have contributed to the active participation by the 

gathered assemblies.  



The team's self-assessment involved evaluating the level of group 

discussions generated during the sessions, the manner in which the team 

facilitated the discussions and, analysis of the parents’ and godparents’ 

evaluations. In assessing the discussions, the team considered the content of the 

group discussions that gave an indication of the level of understanding, and noting 

whether there had been change in the discussion and thought on the part of the 

participants. One incident the team considered important was that a parent did 

delay the celebration of her child's baptism because she felt unable at this time to 

fulfill her responsibilities as a parent. The team felt that this delay indicated that at 

least this parent had understood the team's emphasis of the parent as the primary 

role model in a child's faith development. The team also used the participants’ 

evaluations to assess how well the team had met its goals. 

In the future, the team needs to continue to evaluate the sessions. Perhaps 

what could be added to each session is a brief "What did | learn tonight" in either 

discussion or written form. In this way the team could assess whether the parents 

and godparents understood the main content of each session. Another form of 

evaluation, albeit informal, is noting the change in attendance at Mass by the 

parents. The team members could note whether the parents are present at the 

gathered assemblies at which they worship. Eventually, one of the other 

indications that the goals of the process have been met will be whether the 

parents and families become actively involved in parish life beyond worship only. 

However, at this time the parents may be limited in involvement because their 

children are of pre-school age. Factors such as a lack of adequate baby-sitting 

facilities or persons, and the demands required to meet the physical, spiritual and 

emotional needs of young infants and toddlers inhibit active participation and 

involvement. As the children grow, though, parents may become more actively 
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involved at least with the religious education of their children. In essence, this part 

of the evaluation is at least four to five years in the future. 

 



Chapter Five 

Student Summary and Theological Reflection 
“Through baptism we are initiated into the family of Jesus, into a community which is called 

to be aware of how the love of God has been made manifest in Jesus” 

Tad Guzie 

In reflecting on this project, its proposal, implementation and evaluation, | 

am reminded of the first weekend | came to Saint Mary-of-the-Woods for the 

beginning of the MAPT program. At one of that weekend's sessions, Sr. Barbara 

Doherty, SP explained how to do theology. She shared the process that many 

communities of Providence were using together to understand Providence in their 

lives and charisms. She went through some of the stages that they had been 

undertaking in the search for comprehension and meaning. As | wrote my notes, | 

wasn't certain | could "do theology" as she was describing it. However, the 

subsequent MAPT classes and this project convinced me that theological reflection 

is something we do all the time even if it is done informally. For us as humans to 

reach beyond ourselves to what Carl Jung defines as the numinosum, that "quality 

of a visible object or the influence of an invisible presence causing a peculiar 

alteration of consciousness” (Jung p. 4), then we must engage in our own 

reflection on our relationship with that ultimate other we call God. Thus, we do 

theology. 

When | led the team, and they subsequently led the parents and godparents 

in theological reflection, | experienced more than just an ease of use and a greater 

awareness on the part of the participants at both levels. | encountered graced 

moments when people could name in some ways for themselves their personal and 

communal relationship with God. Leading them in theological reflection allowed me 
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to enter into the varied ways in which we as God's children relate and respond to 

the call of God. Theological reflection also enabled them to ponder on and respond 

to God in the everyday moments and objects of their lives. In that discovery and 

unfolding of their relationship, they felt the presence of God in their lives. It might 

be misleading of me to call this a revelation but in those moments of sharing and 

discussion were quiet encounters with God through and with each other. The team 

drew closer together and shared at a deeper level. The parents and godparents 

manifested these encounters in the manner in which they related to the team and 

each other, in their responses and discussion of the various content areas, and in 

their celebration of their children's baptism. 

Yet, several questions still exist. Among these is given that the Rite of 

Christian Initiation of Adults is the norm, what is the meaning of infant baptism in 

today's Roman Catholic Church? We should recall that the major basis of adult 

initiation is conversion and repentance. Infants are unable to make the conscious 

decision of conversion and repentance so necessary in adult initiation. Since that 

. Is true, we must question the reason we continue to make infants disciples of 

Christ through baptism. As many point out, infant baptism is an affirmation and 

celebration of God's initiative, not our own. It calls us to remember that God's 

graciousness and love are present from the moment of birth. God's love is present 

not because of our response but because "he sent his one and only Son into the 

world that we might live through him" 1 John 4:9. Baptism celebrates life in Christ 

for all people, including infants and young children. In infant baptism, we recall 

God's initiative in a way that is lacking in adult baptism. Adult baptism, it is true, 

does invite people to respond to God's initiative and call, however, it is dependent 

to some degree on the person's response of conversion to that call. In complement 

to adult baptism, infant baptism affirms that through Christ's salvific event and 
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paschal mystery, universal salvation is present for all, even those unable to 

acknowledge it. 

In answering this question, perhaps we should assess as well the 

importance of infant baptism to the community. Infant baptism attests to the faith 

not of the child but of the parents and community. It is the community and the 

parents who recognize and acknowledge the presence of God in their lives and in 

the lives of their children. In addition, the Church itself is perpetuated and built up 

by the many baptized persons, including infants and children. Children often show 

us, the adults, the way to God in their simplicity and innocence. Jesus reminds us 

that "whoever does not accept the reign of God like a little child shall not take part 

in it" (Mk 10:15). They often serve as models of faith and humility. 

Moreover, "there is a common dignity of members deriving from their rebirth 

in Christ, a common grace as sons, a common vocation to perfection, one 

~ salvation, one hope and undivided charity" (Lumen Gentium, sec. 32). Because of 

their common dignity as baptized members, infants and children share in the 

priestly, prophetic and kingly ministry of Christ by using their particular gifts and 

abilities. However, in order for children and infants to share and serve, they must 

be encouraged and nurtured by both their parents and the community. In 

particular, parents have a special duty to nurture their children's faith. "As it is the 

parents who have given life to their children, on them lies the gravest obligation of 

educating their family" (Gravissimum Educationis n.3). Furthermore, "By reason of 

‘the duty in conscience freely accepted at the baptism of their children, parents are 

bound to teach them gradually how to pray" (DMC, sec. 10) . At the least, parents 

need to teach children the values of listening, sharing, forgiving, celebrating and 

thanksgiving.  



Parents are not alone in the responsibility of children's faith formation. The 

community, too, shares in this task. "By giving witness to the Gospel, living 

communal charity, and actively celebrating the mysteries of Christ, the Christian 

community is an excellent school of Christian and liturgical formation for the 

children who live in it" (DMC, sec. 11). Infant baptism, while perpetuating the 

faith, also marks the beginning of an extended initiation process for children, a 

process that is nurtured and supported by the parents and the community alike. As 

the community nurtures the children, so, too, does the community grow in its self- 

knowledge and more especially in its relationship with God. | have answered the 

second question that emerges, what is the role of parents and the community in 

infant baptism. Most certainly we are models but we are followers too. Children 

can and do lead us to God. Megan McKenna writes that we are "to learn from 

them, for the kingdom of heaven already belongs to them; it is we who have lost 

sight of it or chosen other things in its place. They are to teach us how to act, 

how to be children of God" (McKenna, p. 212). 

Since children are part of the baptized and are members of the Body of 

Christ by virtue of infant baptism, we must also consider what the Church is 

today. Our vision of Church must be an inclusive one, not only one in which there 

"are no Jew or Greek, slave or freeman, male of female,” (Gal 3:28) but in which 

age is not a barrier to our unity. Baptized infants and children are both the present 

and future Church. They not only are Church but also share in the ministry of the 

Church. "Children too have an apostolate of their own. In their own measure they 

are true living witnesses of Christ among their companions" (Apostolicam 

Actuositatem, n.12). With an inclusive view of Church that sees all as sharing in 

Christ's ministries of prayer, prophecy and service, we need to invite and foster 

children’s roles in liturgical celebrations and service activities at the levels 
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appropriate to their age and development. This means that the whole of parish life, 

catechesis, liturgy, service, stewardship, and witnessing, includes children. The 

parish needs to evaluate its ministry to families and children of all ages. 

Although the participants’ evaluations indicated that the goals had been 

met, new goals must be set to help parents in their ongoing role as models of faith 

for their children. At present, we at St. Patrick Parish have no programs or offer 

little support for parents of children in the ages between infant and kindergarten. 

For us to truly meet the second goal of encouraging parents to a more active 

communal life in the Roman Catholic Church means that we must expand the 

objectives to include post-baptismal activities and sessions for parents. This would 

also enable the parents to more fully live out their responsibility as faith role 

models. In other words, the baptismal preparation sessions are just a beginning. 

To meet the needs of the parents and children, more activities and parental 

sessions will have to be offered. We cannot wait until the child reaches the age of 

preparation for the sacraments of reconciliation and Eucharist for it is in the child's 

earliest years that formation has started already. One idea that the team has 

considered but is still to implement is inviting the parents to bring their children to 

Mass on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord for a special blessing. This would 

enable the parish to maintain some form of contact with the parents. If this is not 

possible, the parish could send a letter including a blessing for baptized children as 

another form of communication. 

Finally, badause the rite takes place in the midst of the gathered assembly, 

we must consider its effect on the assembly. Currently, only the parents and 

godparents respond to questions of responsibility. Yet, if the community called 

Church shares in the responsibility of nurturing and witnessing, then the gathered 

assembly must take its role seriously. Words alone are not the means but it is a 
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start in order to help the assembly become more conscious of its role. One 

question addressed to the assembly asking them to nurture and support these 

children and their parents could be added to the first part of the rite. Not all would 

agree with this. For example, recently a priest had reviewed the first part of our 

parish's rite and responded that his initial impression is that it is similar to a show. 

His concern was that it has lost the essence. My answer to him was that it is 

hoped that by involving the parents and assembly more in the rite, then the 

essence would be retained, if not renewed for it is every person's responsibility to 

nurture the faith of these children. If our liturgical rites reflect more fully the faith 

and doctrine of the people of God, then it does become the source and summit of 

our living experience of God. 

In conclusion this project and its implementation is a beginning just as 

baptism is a beginning. Baptism continues to be the primal sacrament through 

which all other sacraments are celebrated. Furthermore, it is the primal sacrament 

that must be lived daily. Therefore, parents of infants and children are called to 

live out their baptismal promises as role models for their children. At the same 

time, the community which welcomes and receives the infants and children as 

new life in Christ, must nurture and help them to grow in faith. By virtue of 

baptism, we, the people of God, are called to holiness, to live in faith, hope and 

love. 
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Appendix One 
Preparation Session for team 

Opening Prayer 

Activity one: What is covenant? 

1. As a group, list the various types of human relationships we form. e.g. 

husband and wife, parent and child, boss and worker, etc. 

2. Have team respond to the following question: What do these 

relationships need to be healthy and strong? 

3. Review Scripture passages pertaining to covenant. 

4. In what ways do these Scripture passages show the relationship between 

God and the human person? 

5. Correlate the idea of covenant with human relationships and give handout 
on covenant to team members. 

Activity two: Images of Church - the community of Christ 

1. List the many groups to which humans belong. 

2. How do we join these groups? 

3. What does belonging to these groups mean or give us? 

4. Church differs from other groups we join. (more of belonging to family) 

5. Scriptural images of Church 

6. Church as communio 

7. Give handout on scriptural and communio images of Church 

Activity three: Symbols of Baptism 

1. In pairs, have each pair brainstorm ways in which we use water, oil, 

garments or clothes, or candles. Give each pair two items. 

2. Give each pair Scripture readings pertaining to the two items they 

discussed.  



3. Have each pair present these symbols and what they mean in everyday 

life, in the Scriptures. 

4. Discuss how these symbols are used in the Church and at baptism. 

Activity four: What is theological reflection 

1. Discuss the three parts of theological reflection: Experience, Religious 

Tradition, and Surrounding Culture 

2. Theological Reflection - a conversation 

3. Purpose of theological reflection: from insight to action 

attending, asserting, acting 

4. Theological reflection and baptism - leading parents and godparents to 
active life in Christ as models of faith 

Closing Prayer 

 



Opening Prayer 
Call to Prayer 

Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

All: 

Psalm 8 

All: 

Left: 

Right: 

Left: 

Right: 

Left: 

Right: 

Left: 

Right: 

All: 

Reader: 

Leader: 

We gather in the presence of our good and gracious God, in the name 

of the creator, the redeemer and sanctifier, 

Amen 

Lord, open our lips 

And we shall praise your name. 

Lord our God, the whole world tells the greatness of your name. 

Lord our God, the whole world tells the greatness of your 

name. Your glory reaches beyond the stars. 

Even the babble of infants declares your strength, your power 

to halt the enemy and avenger. 

| see your handiwork in the heavens: the moon and the stars 

you set in place. 

What is humankind that you remember them, the human race 

that you care for them? 

You treat them like gods, dressing them in glory and splendor. 

You give them charge of the earth, laying all at their feet. 

cattle and sheep, wild beasts, birds of the sky, fish of the sea, 

every swimming creature. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, amen. 

Lord our God, the whole world tells the greatness of your name. 

A reading from the Gospel of Matthew (Mt 18:1-5) 

Let us pray 

Rarely do we hear, O God, those songs creation sings with you. Our 

children and the childlike catch the tune, but we who take charge of 

earth have ears sealed by haste, lips sealed by spilling words. 

Remember us. Remember us, Lord, that we may with right humility 

befriend everything you have made and so sing praise with all 

creation for ever and ever, i 

Amen  



Closing Prayer 

Leader: As we end our time together, let us once more recall the presence of 

our good and gracious God, in the name of the creator, the redeemer and 
sanctifier, 

All: Amen 

Reading (Romans 5:1-5) 

Response (from Acts of John) 

Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

blessing. 

All: 

Glory be to thee, Father 

And we circled around and answered - Amen 

Glory be to thee, Logos: 

Glory be to thee, Grace - Amen 

Glory be to thee, Spirit: Glory be to thee, Holy One: 

Glory be to thy Glory - Amen 

We praise thee, Father: We thank thee light 

In whom darkness dwells not - Amen. 

And why we give thanks, | tell you: | will be saved, 

And | will save - Amen 

| will be loosed 

And | will loose - Amen 

| will be born, 

And | will bear - Amen 

| will hear, 

And | will be heard - Amen 

| will be thought, 

Being wholly thought - Amen 

| will be washed, 

And | will wash - Amen 

Say again with me 

Glory be to thee, Father 

Glory be to thee, Word 

Glory be to thee, Spirit - Amen. 

As we leave tonight, let us go in peace and joy asking for God's 

Lord God, whose days are without end and whose mercy is beyond 
measure, let your Spirit guide our days on earth in the ways of holiness and justice 
so that we may serve you in union with the whole Church, sure in faith, strong in 

hope and perfected in love. We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Leader: And may God bless us in the name of the creator, the savior and the 
sanctifier, 
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All: Amen. 

Background information on covenant 
Resource #1 

What is covenant? 

It is sometimes easier to explain what a covenant is not. It is not a contract that 
can be broken by either party. It is not temporary. It is not dependent on both 
parties sticking to their side of the agreement. It is not a treaty between two 
nations. Covenant implies relationship. And since our human relationships are 
often broken, we have very little human experience of the depth of the love and 
relationship that covenant implies. 

A good human example of covenant is marriage - and is often an analogy used by 
the prophets (specifically Hosea) to explain the covenant between God and God's 
people. Even if your spouse is unfaithful to you, you still accept that person back - 
still keep the marriage relationship. 

Another analogy is that of parent and child. Again, this implies an ideal relationship 
and understanding on the part of the parent. It means that the parent maintains 
the parent and child relationship and continues to love the child, even if it means 
tough love, despite anything the child might do, drugs, murder, etc. Most of us - 
have some experience of this but also have the human experience of 
misunderstanding and rejection by our parents. (Parents are human: God is divine). 

In both the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament) and the Christian Scriptures (New 
Testament) the covenant is initiated by God. It is God who keeps the promise of 
the covenant and humanity which fails to do so. (see Micah 6:1-8) 

The Hebrew Scriptures present us with two kinds of covenant - unconditional, in 
which God makes a promise without any required response on the part of 
humanity; and conditional, in which God asks humanity to respond by doing 
something in return. However, even if the covenant is conditional and humanity 
fails to keep the condition, the covenant is not null and void. God still maintains 
the covenantal relationship always ready for humanity's return to the Lord. 

An example of an unconditional covenant is the promise made to Noah to never 
destroy the earth by waters. (Genesis 9:8-12). A sign of that covenant is the 
rainbow. The first covenant with Abraham is unconditional. In the second (Gn 17) 
covenant God asks Abraham to circumcise himself and all males as a sign of the 
covenant. An example of a conditional covenant is the covenant made with the 
people of Israel through Moses. The condition is to "keep my commandments and 
statutes” (Deuteronomy 29 and Exodus 34). 
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One other item of note regarding covenant. A covenant also could be made 
between two people. Some examples of human-to-human covenants are Abraham 
and Abimelech (Genesis 21), Jacob and Laban (Genesis 31), and David and 
Jonathan (1 Samuel 18 or in older versions of the Bible 1 Kings 18). 

After the exile of the Israelite people in Babylon, the prophets speak about a new 
covenant in which God will replace our hearts of stone with hearts of flesh and 
write God's law upon our hearts. The Christian Scriptures speak about the new 
covenant in Christ's blood. The sign of that new covenant is Christ's blood (God's 
part) and our baptism (our part). 

We are baptized as a sign of the new covenant given to us through the life, 
passion, death and resurrection of Jesus. We become, through Baptism, sharers in 
Christ's life, passion, death and resurrection. Baptism also unites to Christ as the 
head and we as His body, His Church. 

Bringing our children for Baptism is then a beginning of a new life in Christ, a 
share in the death and resurrection of Jesus, co-heirs, children of God, who are 
cleansed of that original sin, that desire on our part to be god, instead of a people 
of God. 

Examples of covenant in the Hebrew Scriptures: 

Noah Genesis 9:8-12 (unconditional) 

- Abraham Genesis 15 and 17 (unconditional and conditional) 
Moses Exodus 34 and Deuteronomy 5 and 29 (conditional) 

Joshua Joshua 24 (unconditional) 

David 2 Samuel 7 (unconditional) 

Examples of covenant in the Christian Scriptures 
Mt 26:28 

This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of sins 

2Cor 3:6 

He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant-- not of the letter but 
of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.  



Gal 3:13-18 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is 

written: "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree." He redeemed us in order that 

the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, 

so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit. Brothers, let me take 

an example from everyday life. Just as no one can set aside or add to a human 

covenant that has been duly established, so it is in this case. The promises were 

spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The Scripture does not say "and to seeds," 
meaning many people, but "and to your seed," meaning one person, who is Christ. 

What | mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the 
covenant previously established by God and thus do away with the promise. For if 

the inheritance depends on the law, then it no longer depends on a promise; but 

God in his grace gave it to Abraham through a promise. (NIV) 

Heb 8:7-10 

For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have 
been sought for another. But God found fault with the people and said: "The time 

is coming, declares the Lord, when | will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and with the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant | made with 
their forefathers when | took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because 

they did not remain faithful to my covenant, and | turned away from them, 

declares the Lord. This is the covenant | will make with the house of Israel after 

that time, declares the Lord. | will put my laws in their minds and write them on 

their hearts. | will be their God, and they will be my people. 

 



Church - The Community 

Resource #2 

Biblical Images of the Church 

note that all of these are communal not individual images 

as the community of God, Catholic Christians are: 

pastoral image (John 10:1-16) 

the sheepfold with Christ as the only gate 

the flock with Christ as the shepherd 

not only is Christ the good shepherd, Christ is also the lamb of 

God who takes away our sins 

agricultural image (John 15:1-10) 

we are the branches and Christ is the vine who supports and 

sustains us, who gives us life 

architectural image (Ephesians 2:19ff) (1Peter 2:5-10) 

God's building with Christ as the cornerstone 

house of God, the temple of the Holy Spirit 

a holy City, a new Jerusalem 

an interior building, the Church in the heart, that is the true 

temple of God with Christ as our high priest - the one who 
offers sacrifice 

human image (Col 1:18-19) (1 Cor 10:16-17) (1 Cor 12:12-13) 
Body of Christ with Christ as the head 

one body with many parts, all parts working together to make 

present the Kingdom of God on earth through our faith, 
worship and good works, yet at the same time, still awaiting 
the completeness of the Kingdom when Christ comes again. 

Walter Kasper speaks of the various aspects of Church as communio. When we 
speak of Church as communio, we are talking about ways in which the we as 

Church are in communio with God and each other. 

Communio communio (to be in union with) 

communio - with God, the Trinity; 

this is fundamental, a yearning that all people have 

Church as communio- community - points us to this reality, this 
need, so it is communio first of all with God who creates us, 
God who saves us through Jesus Christ, God who continues to 
dwell in us as the Holy Spirit 

communio - in word and sacrament; 
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means participation in the gospel and the Eucharist, it is a sign 
of unity and love. all sacraments build up the community of 
God; 

communio - universal Church 

unity through baptism which makes us members of the 
universal and catholic church; rooted in the pope and 

episcopate (bishops) 

communio - of the faithful 

priesthood of all baptized - all of us are baptized into the 

priesthood of Christ, to share in his mission of love, justice and 
peace; we are called to worship God, proclaim God’s word, to 

heal the broken, to give our lives for others, it is our 

responsibility and right as baptized people of God 

communio - as a sacrament of the world 

through our baptism we share in the mission of Christ to bring 
good news to the world - of God’s salvation through Jesus, of 
God's liberation of our lives from sin and separateness, of 

peace and justice by our actions 

communio - with the communion of saints 

transcends death, we belong to the communion of saints 
through baptism, fellowship between the earthly and heavenly 

church - everlasting life 

 



Signs and Symbols 

Resource #3 

Water: What are the various ways in which we use water? 

When is water dangerous? helpful? 

Scripture readings on water 

Ex. 17:1-7 (water from the rock) 

Joel 3:17-18 (water from the holy city) 

Mt 3:13-17 (Jesus' baptism) 

John 4:1-26 (Samaritan woman at the well) 

1 Peter 3:20-21(Noah and ark related to saving of baptismal 
water) 

How is water used by the Church besides baptism | 

(holy water fonts, sprinkling rites, mixed with wine, washing of 

hands) 

Oil What is oil used for in our world today? Why? 

Scripture readings on oil 

Lev 8:10-12 (Moses anoints with oil the tabernacle, altar and 

Aaron to consecrate them) 

1 Sam 16: 1-2, 10-13 (David is anointed to be king) 

Mk 6:6-13 (anointed the sick) 

Heb 1:8-9 (oil of joy) 

Besides baptism, what are some of the other ways in which the Church uses oil? 

(anointing of the sick, confirmation, ordination, catechumenate) 

Garment/clothes Are there times when clothes have a special significance? If so, 

when and for what purpose? 

Scripture readings related to garment, clothes or clothe 

Exodus 28:40-41 (clothes for Aaron and his sons) 

Isaiah 61:10 (clothed me with salvation) 

Mark 9: 2-3 (transfiguration) 

Col 3:12-14 (clothe yourself with righteousness) 

Rev 7:9-17 (washed their robes) 

What are some ways that clothing is used in the Church? 

(vestments for presiders, altar servers, certain organizations) 
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Candles How or when do we use candles? 

Scripture readings related to light 

2 Sam 23:2-5 (like the light of morning) 

Psalm 18:25-28 (God turns darkness into light) 

John 8:12 (Jesus is the light of the world) 

Ephesians 5:8-14 (you are light in the Lord) 

When do we use candles at Church? 

(mass, Easter Vigil, blessing of throats, candlemas) 

Using theological reflection as a basis for discussion 

What is theological reflection? 

Goal - to help believers understand more clearly and to help them act 

Three 

It is a 

more effectively. 

step process: Attend, Assert, Respond 

conversation among our Christian tradition, our personal 

experience and our cultural heritage. 

Using theological reflection as a basis for discussion 
Attending: 

Asserting: 

Responding: 

seeking out information (We'll be doing that by asking 

questions on the topic that bring in personal experience and 

cultural aspects, and by reading Scripture and discussing 

tradition, 

The next step is to bring together the insights of all three and 
use it to clarify and enrich our religious insight. 

What does this mean for us as parents? as godparents? as 
members of the parish community? as Catholic Christians in the 
world? 

 



Appendix Two 
Presentation to Gathered Assemblies 
23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time, Cycle B 
Sept. 7, 1997 

In today's Gospel reading, Mark tells us of two ways that Jesus healed, 

the healing of a young girl possessed by a demon and the deaf mute. In 

both cases, the people Jesus is healing are not among the chosen 

people of Israel. No, they are rather the sinners, the outcasts, the dogs 

of society. Yet Jesus reaches out to them as well as to his own people 

the Jews. What God has promised in Isaiah, the deaf hear, the mute 

speak, the waste made fertile is fulfilled in Jesus. 

The Pharisees can't understand Jesus. They expect him to be like them, 

to follow the rules and regulations, to fast, to pray, to shun the 

unclean. Today's Gospel reminds us that Jesus breaks down those 

barriers, the barriers of poverty, age, ethnicity, sinfulness. James 

reminds us that these barriers separate us from one another. As 
Christian people, we are called to break down those barriers as Jesus 
did 

In breaking down barriers, we must speak of Jesus' call to unity, to 
wholeness. Even the child among us is special to God. We can ask 
ourselves, do we break down the barriers, do we speak of Jesus to our 
family, friends, strangers? Are we willing to make fertile the desert in 
our lives, our community and our world? 

Because of our baptism in Jesus we are called precisely to do those 
things, to speak of the Lord, to make fertile the desert in the world, to 
break down the barriers that keep us from oneness. 

Baptism is our initial sacrament that calls us to live out the call of 
Jesus. Baptism testifies to the faith not only of the parents of children 
who are being baptized but to the faith of all of us who are Church. We 
as baptized people, are Church. God gives us graciously the gift of 
faith. We respond to that gift through the celebration of Baptism by 
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which we become Church. Baptism is a sacrament that welcomes 

infants, children and adults to the beginning of their faith journey. 

 



The importance of our baptism as the start of our Christian faith journey 

is often ignored. We seem to think of Baptism as the means by which 

we belong to, rather than become Church. To become Church starts 

with Baptism but never ends, not even with death. Hence, we are all 

members of the communion of saints. And because we are Church, we 

are many parts and, at the same time, all one body in Christ. 

Because Baptism is an important beginning in a person's faith journey, 

we must take care that those who come for baptism, whether infants 

or adults, are prepared sufficiently for their responsibility and rights as 

Church. In the case of infants and children, it is their parents who 

proclaim the faith of their children. As such, we as a parish must help 

those parents in their role as Christian ministers to their children. As 

part of this, we need to help them understand the significance of 

baptism as a sacrament, the community that is Church, and the role of 

Christian parents in today's world. This is an enormous task, one that 

cannot be covered sufficiently in one or two sessions of preparation. 

Also, we as Church must witness our faith to these parents. Our 

celebration of liturgy and rites is one of the ways in which we witness 

and celebrate the new life that is given to those who are seeking 

baptism. We must help these parents feel welcome and a part of our 

faith community who worships God in love and joy through Jesus 

Christ and with the help of the Holy Spirit. 

For these reasons we are changing our baptism preparation and our rites 

of Baptism for infants and children. Parents must attend three 

preparation sessions. These sessions will cover the covenant that they 
are making with God, the Church as a community of believers and the 
importance of Christian living. 

Also, having them attend only one Mass at which Baptism is celebrated 
does not fulfill our role as a welcoming and loving Church  



We would like to encourage all of you in helping these parents feel 

welcome. We are separating the rites of Baptism into two events, the 

welcoming and acceptance of the infants and children for baptism at 

the first liturgical celebration. At the second liturgy, the infants and 

children will complete the rites of Baptism and be given new life 

through the symbols of water and the words of baptism. These parts of 

the rite will be celebrated on consecutive Sundays or Saturday evening 

liturgies. In other words, the 6 p.m. Mass one week and the 6 p.m. 

Mass the following week. This will give you as Church an opportunity 

to witness to these parents by your own active participation at liturgy 

and, after Mass, by meeting with them and encouraging them. The 

Sacramental baptism will be held on hospitality weekend so that we 

can further welcome these new members of our faith community. 

With these changes, we hope that not only the parents of these 

children but also each one of us realizes the importance of our baptism. 

At baptism, we, too, began our journey of faith that is ongoing. We, 
too, have been anointed to share in Christ's ministry as priest, prophet 
and king. We, too, are called to worship, to proclaim God's word in 
speech and action, and to serve God and all people. We, too, break 

down the barriers that separate us from God and each other. 

 



Appendix Three: Content of the Sessions 

Baptism Session One: God Calls Each by Name in the Covenant 

Themes: 

1. God calls each of us by name. Baptism is our response to God’s call. God 

invites us to God's family, to a covenantal relationship with God that God never 
breaks. 

2. Parents help and nurture their child's faith to grow. They are the example of 

faithfulness to God’s covenant and call. 

Items needed: 

session outline & master prayer 

roster form 

pens & clipboard 

blank name tags 

name tag holders 

felt pens for name tags 

candle, Bible and bowl of water for prayer, 

prayer handouts 

refreshment supplies - instant coffee, tea, hot water pot, juice & water, napkins, 

sugar, cream, artificial sweetener, hot and cold cups, spoons, stir sticks, cookies, 
trays 

table cover - seasonal color (white for Easter season and green for ordinary time) 
soil, cups, seeds, cruet or pitcher for dipping and pouring water from prayer bowl 
booklet on Baptism to be handed out 

Baptism Session One - Schedule and discussions 

Opening Prayer will include reading Gn 17:1-5, will include symbols of 
water and candle 

(5 minutes) 

Icebreaker activity - Name game (positive adjective that begins with same 
letter as own first name - Marvelous Moses, Jubilant 

JoAnn, Adorable Angie, Kind Katherine, Sweet Susan, 

Trusting Trudy) write on name tag cards, have them 

share their names and adjective descriptions - small 
groups 

(6 minutes each section) 

Next activity, have each parent do the same for the child 

who is to be baptized and share that with one another 
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Covenant 

wrap up 

(example for my sons Active Alex, Devoted Donny - use 
your child(ren) as an example) 

Break into groups. Have each group name the many 

different relationships that humans form such as husband 
and wife, client and lawyer, give them a time limit of 
three minutes 

In round robin fashion, have each group name one of the 
relationships they chose until all lists have been 

exhausted. 

Next have them brainstorm the ways in which 

relationships grow and stay healthy. Again after time 

limit is called, have them share in round robin fashion. 

Ask them to listen again to the story of Abraham and the 
covenant. In groups have them answer what do they 
notice in the story, how does God call Abram? What 
happens when he does. Let them share their answers. 

Discuss the importance of name as a source of personal 

identity and relate that with relationship with God. God . 
calls each of us by name, calls us to a covenant with 

God -- Abram/Abraham 

Names in the Bible have a significance such as Jesus 
which means God saves, or place names such as 
Jerusalem which means city of peace, or Beth-el which 
means house of God, 

Also - speaking names are indicators of relationships, 
such as calling a boss by a title and last name is more 

formal than using first name. 

God calls each of us by name - our name is written in 
God's heart. God also invites us to be in covenant with 
God and with each other - see background on covenant 
to discuss the meaning of covenant. 
A covenant implies a relationship - a relationship which 
God initiates for each one of us, including our children 

(20-25 minutes for entire section including discussions) 

Break 5-10 minutes 
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Why Baptism Question: Why are you bringing your child for baptism? 

(point out that since this is a personal reason, there are 

no wrong answers to this question). 

again break them up into groups and have one or two 

from each group share with larger group 

(10 minutes for group discussions) 

Why the Church 

baptizes infants 

(6-10 minutes) 

Baptism is a sign of God's covenant giving us new life in 

Christ, for us it is a response to God's gift of life, it 

reminds us that faith and life is a gift from God. Also it 

recognizes that this gift of faith is given to all people, 

including infants because God gives the gift freely with 

no intelligence or knowledge required on our part. 

Baptism of infants is also becoming a member of the 

Christian community, baptism into Jesus' life, death and 

resurrection that calls for active, personal response in 

worship, word and action, Infant Baptism also 

demonstrates the parent's desire to give their children 

spiritual life in addition to physical life. It is also a 

cleansing of original sin which separates us from God 

through our humanness not our choice. Original sin is a 

concept from St. Augustine who wrestled with human 
weakness and attributed it to what he called original sin. 

In the early Church, mostly adults were baptized at the 
Easter vigil. When they were baptized, they were also 
Confirmed and received Eucharist. Infant baptisms began 
as parents sought to give the faith they had received to 

their children as well. Acts of the Apostles (Acts 10:44- 

49) tells the story about Cornelius and how all his 

household members were baptized. Even today, bringing 

our children for baptism is to give them spiritual life just 
as we have given them physical life.  



Catholic Christian parents 

and godparents 

(10 minutes) 

Questions & Answers 

Announcements: 

Catholic Christian parents and godparents are 

representatives on earth of God's covenantal love. They 

nurture the faith of the child. As Catholic Christian 

parents and godparents we are entrusted with the 

responsibility of not only physically but also spiritually 

caring for our children. 

Do the seed planting first then develop the theme of 

Christian parents and godparents. Use your own 

experience as a parent in developing this idea. How 

important was it to you? What were some of the things 

you have done to help your children spiritually? One key 

idea is the idea of example vs. the do as | say not as | 

do. As a game - tell the people to touch their nose with 

their forefinger as you touch your cheek instead. 

Present a seed and plant it in a cup with soil and water. 

Ask parents what else is needed to help this seed grow. 

(sun, water, fertilizer, good soil) 

If this seed is your child's faith, and baptism is the initial 

watering, what else is needed to help your child's faith 

grow? (ask the parents to think of some possible things) 

parents provide soil for growth, godparents and Church 

community are fertilizer (sometimes we are more like 

manure); sacraments, prayer, worship and Scripture are 

the water; the sun is God, the Trinity (orb-Father, rays- 

Son, warmth-Holy Spirit) or the gardener is God. 

encourage them to attend one of the Sunday Liturgies so 
that they may feel more comfortable with the Mass - 
give them the times including St. James and its location 
on Palolo Ave. Remind them of next week's session at 

6:30 p.m. in the church. Also remind them to bring a 

copy of their child’s birth certificate if they have not 

done so.  



Closing Prayer 

handouts 

have them hold up their cups with seed in it for the 

closing prayer (have them echo the words of the prayer 
after you) 

Creator God, source of all life and light, help us 

as parents to be good soil for our children. Let us 

participate in the waters of your Church and 

allow others to help feed our children's growth so 

that together we may bring them closer to your 

light and life. We ask this through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, Amen. 

Baptism from Scriptographic books, Channing L. Bete 

 



Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

All: 

Reader: 

All: 

Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

Baptism Session One - Opening Prayer 

We are a people of faith, a people of the new covenant in Christ 
Jesus and so we gather this evening in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. Creator God, you call each of us by name and so we 
gather in your presence as a people called to be your own. Let us be 
a people united in love, the Church that you have created. We ask 
this through your Son, Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. 
Amen 

A reading from the book of Genesis (Gn 17:1-7) 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face always. 

Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face always. 
Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make known among the 
nations what he has done. Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all 
his wonderful acts. Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those 
who seek the LORD rejoice. 
Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face always. 
Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles, and the judgments 
he pronounced, O descendants of Abraham his servant, O sons of 
Jacob, his chosen ones. He is the LORD our God; his judgments are 
in all the earth. 

Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face always. 
He remembers his covenant forever, the word he commanded, for a 
thousand generations, the covenant he made with Abraham, the oath 
he swore to Isaac. He confirmed it to Jacob as a decree, to Israel as 
an everlasting covenant: 

Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face always. 
Send forth your Spirit upon us as we gather in your name. May we 
look to you always and remember the covenant you have made with 

each one of us. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Amen  



Session Two - The Community called Church, a community of faith in Jesus 

Themes: 

1. The Church is a community of people who gather to worship the Trinitarian 

God, the Father, Jesus the Son and the Holy Spirit - our one God in three persons. 

(a relational God) 

2. This Church receives salvation from Jesus and seeks unity with God in what we 

do. It’s an action Church. 

3. Our Sacraments, which are actions, provide unity with God in the following 

ways: through adoption as God's children - Baptism; through gifts of the Holy 

Spirit - Confirmation; through nourishment - Eucharist(Communion); through 

forgiveness - Reconciliation; through healing - Anointing of the Sick; through life’s 

commitments - Holy Orders and Marriage. 

4. We do not belong to the Church, rather, we ARE the Church. Much like our 

families. We do not belong to a family but, through birth and marriage, we are a 

family. 

5. This session also introduces the parents to the sacrament by which we begin to 

become Church, Baptism. Part of the session will prepare the parents for 

participation at Mass. 

Items needed: 

session outline & master prayer 

roster form 

pens & clipboard 

blank name tags 

name tag holders 

felt pens for name tags 

candle, Bible, oil of catechumen and bowl of water for prayer, 

prayer handouts with rite one on reverse side 

refreshment supplies - instant coffee, tea, hot water pot, juice & water, napkins, 
sugar, cream, artificial sweetener, hot and cold cups, spoons, stir sticks, cookies, 
trays 

table cover - seasonal color (white for Easter season and green for ordinary time) 
video, “Your Child's Baptism”, TV and VCR 

 



Session Two Schedule: 

Opening Prayer 

water 

(5 minutes) 

Icebreaker activity 

handout, set up candle, Bible, oil of catechumen and bowl of 

gather them in groups of even numbers, ten or so. Have them 

form a circle. Ask them to put their right hand in the center of 

the circle and grab someone else's hand except for the person 

next to them. Then have them put their left hand in the circle 

without letting go of the right hands, and grab someone's left 

hand, except for the one who is next to them or whose right 

hand they have. Now, they must try to disentangle themselves 

without letting go (they may turn hands or wrist if needed) and 
- form a circle. 

(10 minutes) 

Opening Question: 

(5 minutes) 

Community 

Biblical Images 

of Church 

Groups to which we belong, Ask parents to name some groups 

to which people belong, (clubs, organizations, sports team, 

human family, churches US. citizens) How do people become 

members of these groups? Have groups share their responses 

round robin fashion. 

One of the first groups that all people belong to is family. Yet, 

family is more than just a group we belong to. We are family. 

Family provides for the life of the child, physically, and 

spiritually, as a community for nurturing faith through prayer 

and Christian living at home, through active participation in the 

larger parish family/community, and through good works in the 
world. 

Give each group one or more of the Scripture readings about 

Church. What kind of image is it and how does it relate to 

Church and Jesus? 

Note that all of these are communal not individual images 

as the community of God, Catholic Cristians are: 

pastoral image (John 10:1-16) 

the sheepfold with Christ as the only gate 

the flock with Christ as the shepherd 

not only is Christ the good shepherd, Christ is also the lamb of 

God who takes away our sins 
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Communio 

chalice) 

agricultural image (John 15:1-10) 

we are the branches and Christ is the vine who supports and 

sustains us, who gives us life 

architectural image (Ephesians 2:19ff) (1Peter 2:5-10) 

God’s building with Christ as the cornerstone 

house of God, the temple of the Holy Spirit 

a holy City, a new Jerusalem 

an interior building, the Church in the heart, that is the true 

temple of God with Christ as our high priest - the one who 

offers sacrifice 

human image (Col 1:18-19) (1 Cor 10:16-17) (1 Cor 12:12-13) 
Body of Christ with Christ as the head 
one body with many parts, all parts working together to make 

present the Kingdom of God on earth through our faith, 
worship and good works, yet at the same time, still awaiting 

the completeness of the Kingdom when Christ comes again. 

If time permits, explain that these images allow us to see the 

Church as communio (to be in union with). Using graphic 

symbols on board, explain the different ways Church is 

communio 

communio - with God, the Trinity; (triangle) 

this is fundamental, a yearning that all people have 
Church as communio- community - points us to this reality, this 
need, so it is communio first of all with God who creates us, 
God who saves us through Jesus Christ, God who continues to 
dwell in us as the Holy Spirit 

communio - in word and sacrament; (Bible and host over 

means participation in the gospel and the Eucharist, it is a sign 
of unity and love. all sacraments build up the community of 
God; 

communio - universal Church (shepherd's crook) 

unity through baptism which makes us members of the 

universal and catholic church; rooted in the pope and 
episcopate (bishops) 
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(25 minutes) 

Wrap up 

Break (5 minutes) 

Video 

(20 minutes) 

communio - of the faithful (people) 

priesthood of all baptized - all of us are baptized into the 

priesthood of Christ, to share in his mission of love, justice and 
peace; we are called to worship God, proclaim God’s word, to 

heal the broken, to give our lives for others, it is our 

responsibility and right as baptized people of God 

communio - as a sacrament of the world (globe) 

through our baptism we share in the mission of Christ to bring 

good news to the world - of God's salvation through Jesus, of 

God's liberation of our lives from sin and separateness, of 

peace and justice by our actions 

communio - with the communion of saints (cross) 
transcends death, we belong to the communion of saints 
through baptism, fellowship between the earthly and heavenly 

church - everlasting life 

Baptism is one of the rites of initiation into Church community, 
other initiation rites - confirmation and Eucharist - Baptism is 

also an initiation into the rights and responsibilities of the 
Catholic Christian Family. 
difference between becoming members of other groups and 
Church is that we don't belong to the Church; we are Church. 
We are the Church which is the Body of Christ on earth. We 
are a celebrating body who tells the story of God's salvation 
through Jesus, who encourages each other to live the story of 
God's salvation through Jesus by our actions, decisions and 
prayer. Our game shows that we are united through Christ by 
baptism with one another. We are always working together in 
worship, faith, hope and charity. 

Before showing video, Your Baby's Baptism, tell the parents 
that it shows the rite of baptism outside of Mass. The 

celebration follows the same rite.  



Discussion of rite The preferred way of celebrating most sacraments is in the 

handout - 

context of the community, at our main gathering which is 

Mass. Here at St. Patrick and at other parishes, we welcome 

the child first on one week and complete the rite of Baptism the 

following week - the two Masses. The part of the rite that we 
will celebrate is a welcome of them, the godparents and their 

child at the Waialae Avenue entrance, then all - parents, 

godparents and child - will come forward in procession to the 

sanctuary area around the altar. Here Father will ask them three 

questions, What name do you give this child? (individual 

response of child's full name) What do you ask of God's 

Church (respond in unison - baptism) He will trace the sign of 

the cross on the child's forehead. Parents and godparents are 
to do the same. 

rite for coming week on the reverse side of prayer handout 

The question about if they clearly understand what they are 
asking (respond in unison - We do) and finally the godparents 
are asked if they are willing to help (respond in unison - We 

are) this will be followed by anointing with oil of catechumen 

(ask the parents to leave the child's garment loose for 
anointing, discuss the oil of catechumen. It is one of three oils 
that the church uses for anointing purposes. This oil is a sign of 
preparation - something like the early athletes who oiled 

themselves in preparation for competition. In our case, the oil is 

a sign of preparation for turning away from sin and turning 

toward God as celebrated in baptism). 

Assign seat areas to parents. Invite them to the back where the 
greeting and welcome will be held - practice having them come 
up to the front following the lector. They will process out after 
Mass - again following the lector. 

Questions & Answers 

Announcements: 

Closing Prayer 

Please arrive 15 minutes before Mass. Please dress 
appropriately and have your godparents do the same. This is a 
special meal that we come to weekly. No gum. If you wish, and 
have purchased a special garment for your child, you may have 

them wear it to both Masses. Just make sure the priest can 

reach the upper chest area this weekend. 
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(gather all in a circle; invite all to hold hands) 

Leader: Creator God, Savior God and Sanctifying God, we have 
gathered tonight in your presence to be your community of 
faithful, your community of love on earth. As a sign of this 
communio - this unity with you - you have shared and given 
us the most perfect prayer. So tonight, we pray as one the 

prayer that Jesus taught us... Our Father 

May almighty God bless us in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 



Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

All: 

Reader: 

All: 

Leader: 

All: 

Women: 

Men: 

Women: 

Men: 

Women: 

Men: 

All: 

Leader: 

Opening Prayer 

Baptism Session Two 

God calls each of us to live in unity, following the example of the 
Trinity, and so we gather this evening in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. Creator God, source of all life and love, you invite us to 
be a people of unity, to live in the community of your Church. May 

we become more fully your image of love. We ask this through your 
Son, Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God forever and ever. 

Amen 

A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians (1 Cor 
12:12-22) 
The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You 
have set your glory above the heavens. 

From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise 

because of your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger. 
When | consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon 
and the stars, which you have set in place, what is humanity that you 
are mindful of them, that you care for them? 

You made them a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned 
them with glory and honor. 

You made them ruler over the works of your hands; you put 

everything under their feet: 

all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field, the birds of the air, 
and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas. 
O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
Send forth your Spirit upon us this evening as we gather to be your 
people. Grant that we may become a community of love, justice and 
peace. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Amen 
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Baptism Rite Part One 

WELCOME AND SIGN OF THE CROSS 

Parents, godparents and children to be baptized gather at the Waialae entrance to 
the church. Presider will greet you there. Following greeting and during opening 

hymn, all will process up to the front of the church and gather in the sanctuary. 

Cross bearer and lector will lead you to the front. 

ENTRANCE HYMN 

GATHERING RITES 

Presider asks: What name do you give this child? 

Parents: Give child's full name, including middle names, proclaiming it 

loudly. 

Presider: What do you ask of God's Church? 

Parents: (in unison) Baptism 

Presider: Parents, you have.... what you are undertaking? 

Parents: We do. 

Presider: Godparents, are you....mothers and fathers? 

Godparents: We are. 

Tracing of the Sign of the Cross 

Presider will trace the Sign of the Cross on the forehead of each child and will 
invite parents and godparents to do the same. 

Prayer of Exorcism 

Presider will say a prayer over the children to shelter them from the slavery of sin. 

Anointing of Oil of Catechumen 

Children are anointed on the chest. Please loosen the child's garment so that the 
presider may anoint the chest easily. 

Presider: In the name of.... let all the people of God say, thanks be to God. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

Parents, godparents and children proceed to seats for the remainder of the Mass. 

Please remain standing during Communion. During the recessional song, follow 

cross bearer and lector to the entrance of the church.  



Session Three - Baptism calls us to Christian life nurtured by the Holy Spirit 

Themes: 

1. Baptism is new life in Christ. This new life results in living as Christ's light in the 
world today. 

2. Parents are the primary examples of living Christian lives. 
3. Baptism uses symbols and signs to express this sense of new life in Christ. 
4. Through baptism, we receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit to enable us to live this 
new life in Christ. 

Items needed: 

session outline & master prayer 

roster form 

pens & clipboard 

blank name tags 

name tag holders 

felt pens for name tags 

candle, Bible and bowl of water for prayer, Chrism oil and garment 
four Bibles 

cards with question and scripture reading pertaining to each symbol 

prayer and rite handouts 

refreshment supplies - instant coffee, tea, hot water pot, juice & water, napkins, 
sugar, cream, artificial sweetener, hot and cold cups, spoons, stir sticks, cookies, 
trays 

table cover - seasonal color (white for Easter season and green for ordinary time) 
booklet: Your Child's faith to 6 years old 

Session Three schedule: 

Opening Prayer - Matthew: salt, leaven and light 

Icebreaker activity - Have parents and godparents line up according to 

personal birthday from January through December. 

Indicate where January starts. Give each a birthday 

candle and explain that we will take turns sharing a 

memorable birthday. As your candle is lit, then you 

speak. When you are finished, light the candle of the 

person next to you then blow out yours. Be the first to 

begin. 

(6-10 minutes) 

New life as a Christian: Baptism, like your birthday, is the first step on a journey; 

journey is never completed. It is a journey which we take 
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Signs and symbols: 

garment 

with others although God loves each one of us 

individually. 

The whole concept here is that Baptism is beginning a 

new life as a Christian. The signs and symbols that we 

use during the celebration of baptism are signs of this 
new life. 

represent your child's beginning as a Christian 

Break into groups. Give each group a card with one of 

the symbols and the question on it. Then have them look 

up the Scripture passage related to the symbol on the 

reverse side of the card. 

what is oil used for in our world today? (have the parents 

mention various ways in which oil is used today - 

basically to seal and protect 

in the bible oil - is used for anointing for a special role 

such as priest and king, 

The Greek word Christos/Christ and the Hebrew word 

Messiah both mean anointed. 

as followers of Jesus Christ, the anointed, we are 

anointed to share in the ministry of Jesus, who is priest, 

prophet and king - to worship, to proclaim and to serve 

do any clothes have a special significance? e.g. uniforms 

in the early Church, baptism was done by removing all 

clothes and putting on new garments - put on new life in 

Christ; old clothing was made of wool and represented 

this world while the new garment was made of linen, 

representing the heavenly world 

Cyril of Jerusalem in 4th century said, "Once you have 

stripped off the old garments and put on those which are 

spiritually white, you must be clad in white always. | am 

not saying of course that you must always wear white 

clothing on your body, but that your spiritual dress must 

be truly white and shining, so that you may say, in the 

words of the blessed Isaiah, ‘Let my soul rejoice in the 
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Lord: He has clothed me with the garment of salvation, 

and with the robe of gladness he has covered me." 

garment garment has significance also in the Book of Revelation 

which refers to those who have washed their robes clean 

in the blood of the lamb 

candle light; we are entrusted to keep the light of faith burning - 

no one hides a light under a bushel and you are the light 

of the world (biblical references) Jesus is the light of the 

world - we have been given the light of faith, those who 

walked in darkness have seen a great light - John’s 

gospel is a contrast between light and dark, seeing and 
not seeing) 

Break 

What does it mean to be a Catholic Christian today? 

responsibility of each of us who are baptized, to be salt 

and light - action, choices, 

“salt adds flavor and is necessary for survival in a desert 

region, salt gives life to bland things, 

to be light means to let the light of Christ shine through 

us in our actions and choices 

discussion Ask: What is important or what values are in 

our society; in a Christian life? How do we help our 
children to be Christians in today's world? Let the groups 
share their responses or do it in a large discussion group. 

to be a Catholic Christian means that we have certain 
responsibilities: to worship God in community, to pray, to 

learn about God through Scriptures, traditions, teachings 

of the Church, to celebrate the sacraments often (not. 

just Baptism), to love God with your heart, your soul, 

mind and strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself, 

to give of your time, your talent and your treasure to 

build the kingdom of God - relates to love of God and 
neighbor (giving time, talent and treasure is gratitude to 
God for what God has given to you). 
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Through the gifts of the Holy Spirit given to us at 

Baptism, we are strengthened and nurtured to live a 

Christian life in the Catholic Church. 

Discussion 

of baptismal rite Using handout, go over the rite and have the parents 

once again walk through it. Help them know when to 

stand and come forward from the pews to sanctuary and 

baptismal font. 

Questions & Answers & evaluation 

Closing Prayer 

(have them face each other in pairs and touch the head of the person whom they 

face.) 

Leader: Father, you have invited each one of us to be a people of 

faith. Through our baptism, you have anointed us to share in 

Christ's ministry to proclaim the coming of your kingdom, to 

serve one another and to share in eternal life with you. Bless 

each of us as we try to live more fully in your image and 

likeness which is selfless love. Bless us as parents in the 

years to come as we face the incredible joy and the 

occasional sorrow of being a parent. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 



Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

Reader: 

All: 

Reader: 

All: 

Reader: 

All: 

Opening Prayer 

Baptism Preparation Session Three 

Through the gracious goodness of God, our creator, savior and 

sanctifier, we gather once more in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

Throughout his ministry on earth, Jesus taught us how to pray, 

how to serve God and others and how to live a faith-filled life. 

Strengthened by the Holy Spirit, may we be a people of God 

who pray, serve and live faithfully. We ask this through Christ 

our Lord, 

Amen 

Please stand 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew. (5:13-16) 

Glory to you Lord 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Prayers of the Faithful/General Intercessions 

Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

All: 

Leader: 

May we be a people of God in all of our actions so that others 

may see and praise God, we pray to the Lord, 

Lord hear our prayer. 

May we be an example of faith, hope and love to our children 

so that they may come to fuller peace and joy in Christ, we 

pray to the Lord, 

Lord hear our prayer. 

May we be salt that preserves and flavors the Word of God in 

the lives of our children, we pray to the Lord, 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

Almighty God, you entrust us to lead our children to greater 

faith in you. May we truly be your disciples, your baptized 

people, sent to spread the good news of salvation in Jesus and 

your continuing presence in the Holy Spirit. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Rite of Baptism of Infant/Children - Part Two 

GATHERING RITES 

ENTRANCE HYMN (all stand) 
OPENING PRAYER 

LITURGY OF THE WORD (sit) 
FIRST READING 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

SECOND READING 

ALLELUIA (stand and sing) 
GOSPEL 

HOMILY (sit) 
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL (stand) 

Lector: ... we pray to the Lord 

respond: LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

LITANY OF THE SAINTS -- 

respond: PRAY FOR US. 

(Presider will call parents/godparents/Christian witnesses to come up around the 
altar area at some point.) 

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT 

BLESSING OF THE WATER 

RENUNCIATION OF SIN -- Three questions asking you if you reject sin ! 

glamour of evil & Satan. Answer each 

question with: 

Parents & Godparents: | DO 
PROFESSION OF FAITH -- Three questions that ask do you believe in .. 

Parents & Godparents: | DO. 

Presider says: This is our faith... Jesus our 

Lord 

Parents & Godparents: AMEN 
BAPTISM Presider: Parents & Godparents, is it your 

will ... professed with you? 

Parents & Godparents: IT IS. 

(Each child is brought forward by parents & 

godparents to font for baptism.) 
ANOINTING WITH CHRISM OIL 

CLOTHING WITH WHITE GARMENT (one godparent, usually godmother, 

places garment over child's chest) 
PRESENTATION OF CANDLE (one godparent, usually godfather, comes 

forward to receive the lighted candle. After 

prayer, candle is extinguished.) 
MASS CONTINUES - PRESENTATION OF GIFTS (be seated) 

(please stand during reception of Communion) 
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Baptism Session Evaluation 

Please respond to the following statements by circling one of the choices 
SA-strongly agree, A-agree, N-no opinion, D-disagree, SD-disagree 

| learned more about the meaning 

of baptism in the Church. SA A N D SD 

| understand better my role as 

parent or godparent. SA SD 

| feel more a part of St. Patrick family. SA SD 

The sessions helped me feel more 

comfortable about coming to Mass. SA 

Overall, the sessions were well planned. SA 

Please answer or complete the following. 

One thing | learned from these sessions was.... 

Something | would like to learn more about is 

As a parent or godparent, these sessions helped me by.... 

One area of improvement | would like to suggest is.... 

If you have attended any preparation sessions at St. Patrick in the past or 
other parishes, how would you compare these sessions with those?  



Appendix Four 

Baptism Rite 

Celebrated in Two Parts 

Rite of Baptism 

Part One 

Children, parents, godparents gather at the Waialae Ave. entrance to the 

church with the PRESIDER, CROSS BEARER, and LECTOR. 

  

PRESIDER: As we gather as a faith community, we begin our Eucharistic 

celebration 

+ IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE HOLY 

SPIRIT: AMEN. 

We welcome these children who come to us with their parents 

and godparents to begin the celebration of baptism. Today we 

celebrate with them the first part of the sacrament by which 

these children will join us as children of God and members of 

the Body of Christ. Their period of preparation will culminate 

next weekend when these children will be baptized with water 

and the Holy Spirit. Let us begin our celebration with joy and in 

song! 

ENTRANCE HYMN 

(Parents, godparents and children follow the lector and precede the Presider 

in procession. They gather in the altar area, facing the assembly. The 

Presider remains at the floor level, facing the group gathered around the 

altar and addressing them:) 

PRESIDER: What name do you give your child? 

PARENTS: (each in turn loudly proclaim child's full name) 

PRESIDER: What do you ask of God's Church for your children? 

PARENTS: Baptism.  



PRESIDER: Parents, you have asked to have your children baptized. In 
doing so, you are accepting the responsibility of training them 
in the practice of the faith. It will be your duty to bring them up 
to keep God's commandments as Christ taught us: by loving 
God and our neighbor. Do you clearly understand what you are 
undertaking? 

PARENTS: We do. 

PRESIDER: Godparents, are you ready to help these parents in their duty 
as Christian mothers and fathers? 

Godparents: We are. 
PRESIDER: Children, the Christian community welcomes you with great 

joy. In its name, | claim you for Christ our Savior by the sign of 

his cross. | will now trace the cross on the forehead of each 

child and ask the parents and godparents to do the same. 

PRESIDER: The Lord be with you 

ALL: And also with you. 

(Invite the assembly to raise a hand in prayer toward those gathered in the altar 
area) 

PRESIDER: Let us pray: 

All-powerful God, you created us in your image and likeness 
and formed us in holiness and justice. You sent your only Son 
to rescue us from the slavery of sin. We now pray for these 

children who will have to face the world and its temptations. 

By your Son's victory over sin and death, bring these children 

out of the power of darkness. Strengthen them with the grace 
of Christ, and watch over them at every step in life's journey. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
AMEN. 

Children, | anoint you with the oil of salvation in the name of 
Christ our Savior: may he strengthen you with his power, who 
lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

AMEN. 

(children are anointed on the chest with the Oil of Catechumen) 

PRESIDER: In the name of this community, | declare these children to be 
candidates for Baptism in the Church. Let all the people of God 
say, THANKS BE TO GOD. 

ALL: Thanks be to God. 
(All are invited to return to their seats for the remainder of the liturgy, which 
continues with the first reading. The penitential rite and Gloria are omitted. During 
the recessional hymn: parents, godparents and children process out follo wing Lector 
and gather at the portico. The Presider invites the assembly to meet and greet 
them.) 
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Rite of Baptism 
Part Two 
  

(After the Gospel & homily: the Lector proceeds to the microphone for the General 
Intercessions. The Presider steps down into the body of the church and addresses 
the assembly.) 

PRESIDER: 

LECTOR: 

All: 

LECTOR: 

All: 

LECTOR: 

All: 

LECTOR: 

All: 

LECTOR: 

All: 

LECTOR: 

All: 

LECTOR: 

All: 

LECTOR: 

All: 

Please stand. My brothers and sisters, let us ask our Lord Jesus 
Christ to look lovingly on these children who are to be 
baptized, on their parents and godparents and all the baptized. 

By the mystery of your death and resurrection, bathe these 
children in light, give them the new life of baptism and 
welcome them into your holy Church, we pray to the Lord... 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Through baptism an confirmation, make them your faithful 
followers and witnesses to your Gospel, we pray to the Lord... 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Lead them by a holy life to the joys of God's kingdom , we 
pray to the Lord... 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

Make the lives of their parents and godparents examples of 

faith to inspire these children, we pray to the Lord... 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

Keep their families always in your love, we pray to the Lord.... 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Renew the grace of baptism in each one of us, we pray to the 
Lord... 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

For those who have asked for our prayers, especially, (add the 
names of the living from the book of intentions), we pray to the 
Lord... 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

For our beloved dead, especially, (add the names of the 

deceased from the book of intentions), we pray to the Lord... 
Lord, hear our prayer.  



LECTOR: Please answer "PRAY FOR US" to the invocation of saints. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God PRAY FOR US 

Saint Joseph, husband of Mary PRAY FOR US 

Saint John the Baptist PRAY FOR US 

Saints Peter and Paul PRAY FOR US 

Saint Patrick and Saint James PRAY FOR US 

Blessed Damien of Molokai PRAY FOR US 

PRESIDER: (addressing the assembly) 

My brothers and sisters, we now ask God to give these 

children new life in abundance through water and the Holy 
Spirit. 

(Presider moves to the Baptismal Font. He touches the water while 
praying...) 

PRESIDER: 

All: 

We ask you, Lord God, with your Son to send the Holy Spirit 

upon the water of this font. May all who are buried with Christ 

in the death of Baptism, rise also with him to newness of life. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord 

AMEN 

(Presider asks the assembly to be seated. He invites the parents, godparents 
and children forward around the altar. He addresses the children, parents 
and godparents). 

PRESIDER: Dear Parents and Godparents, you have come here to present 

these children for Baptism. By water and the Holy Spirit they 

are to receive the gift of new life from God who is love. 

On your part, you must make it your constant care to bring 

them up in the practice of the faith. See that the divine life, 

which God gives them, is kept safe from sin and will be 

nurtured to grow always stronger in their hearts. 

If your faith makes you ready to accept this responsibility, it is 

now time for you to renew the vows of your own Baptism: to 

reject sin and profess your faith in Christ Jesus. This is the 

faith of the Church; the faith into which these children are 

about to be baptized.  



LECTOR: 

children? 

Parents & 

Godparents 

LECTOR: 

sin? 

Parents & 

Godparents 

LECTOR: 

Parents & 

Godparents 

LECTOR: 

PRESIDER: 

All: 

PRESIDER: 

All: 

PRESIDER: 

All: 

Parents and Godparents, this community, despite all our sins 

and failures, seeks to live according to the precepts and the 

pattern of our brother Jesus. In the name of this community, 

let me ask you to affirm your readiness to live a Christian 

lifestyle by answering "I do." 

Do you reject sin, so as to live in the freedom of God's 

| do. 

Do you reject the glamor of evil, and refuse to be mastered by 

| do. 

Do you reject Satan, father of sin and prince of darkness? 

| do. 

Will the Assembly please stand and respond "I do" to the 

Presider's questions for our Profession of Faith. 

(addressing both the Assembly and those gathered in the altar area) 

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth? 

| do. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only begotten son, our Lord, 
who was born of the Virgin Mary, was crucified, died and was 
buried, rose from the dead, and is now seated at the right hand 
of the Father? 

| do. 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and life everlasting? 

| do. 

PRESIDER: This is our faith. This is the faith of the Church. We are proud to 
profess it in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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All: AMEN. 

PRESIDER: (addressing those in the altar area) 

Parents and Godparents, is it your will, then that your child 

should be baptized in the faith of the Church which we have 

just professed with you? 

Parents & 

Godparents It is. 

PRESIDER: Will the Assembly please be seated? 

(Parents and Godparents bring the child(ren) forward to the baptismal font for the 

pouring of water and the baptismal formula. During the individual baptisms, the 
Assembly is invited to sing). 

HEE XEXXXKLXKLXKXXKRKKRKRKRRRRRRRRRNXXX 

(Following the individual Baptisms, the children, parents and godparents return to 

the altar area. Prior to the anointing, the Presider returns to the body of the church 

and faces those gathered in the altar area...) 

PRESIDER: Children, God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has freed you 

from sin, given you a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, 

and welcomed you into his holy people. You will be anointed 

now with the Chrism of Salvation. Just as Christ was anointed 

Priest, Prophet and King so may you live always as members of 

his body, sharing everlasting life. We ask this through Christ 

our Lord. 

All: AMEN 

(Each child is anointed on the forehead with Chrism). 

(The Presider returns to the body of the church and again addresses those gathered 
In the altar area). 

PRESIDER: Godmothers, please place the white garment on the child. 

Children, you have become a new creation and have clothed 

yourselves in Christ. See in this white garment the outward 

sign of your Christian dignity. With your family and friends to 

help you by word and example, bring that dignity unstained 

into the everlasting life of heaven. We ask this through Christ 

our Lord. 

AMEN  



(The Presider moves over to the Paschal Candle and hands a candle to one 

Godfather for each child. Godfathers light the candle from the Paschal Candle. 

Godfathers return by the child while Presider returns to the body of the church and 

again addresses those gathered in the altar area). 

PRESIDER: Children, receive the Light of Christ. 

Parents and Godparents, this light is entrusted to you to be 

kept burning brightly. These children of yours have been 

enlightened by Christ. They are to walk always as children of 

the light. May they keep the flame of faith alive in their hearts. 

When the Lord comes, may they go out to meet him with all 

the saints in the heavenly kingdom. We ask this through Christ 
our Lord. 

All: AMEN 

PRESIDER: Children, you have put on Christ. In Him, you have been 

baptized. 

(The Presider leads the Assembly in applause, and those gathered in the altar area 

return to their place in the Assembly. The Liturgy continues with the Presentation of 
the Gifts). 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 

Lord, these children have been born again in the likeness of 

Christ your Son and united to your priestly people. Accept 

them with the sacrifices offered by your Church. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord... 

AMEN 

PREFACE IV Sunday of Lent (P 15) 

(with Eucharistic Prayer Il...) 

... and all the clergy. 

Remember also those who have been baptized today as members of 

your family. Help them to follow Christ your Son with loving hearts. 

(with Eucharistic Prayer lll...) 

... gathered here before you. 

Strengthen those who have now become your people by the waters 

of rebirth. Help them to walk in the newness of life.  



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord, by this sacrament you make us one family in Christ your Son, 

one in the sharing of His Body and Blood, and one in the communion 

of His Spirit. Help us to grow in love for one another and come to the 

full stature of the Body of Christ. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord.... 

All: AMEN 

FINAL BLESSING: 

(Invite the parents to bring their newly baptized children to the altar area. The 

Presider proceeds to the body of the church and invites the parents to hold their 

child high so all can see. Invite the Assembly to raise their hands in blessing 
towards the children). 

PRESIDER: 

All: 

PRESIDER: 

All: 

PRESIDER: 

All: 

PRESIDER: 

All: 

Let us together ask for God's blessing. The response to each 

part of the blessing is AMEN. 

May God, the almighty Father, who filled the world with joy by 

giving us His Son, bless you who are newly baptized; may you 

grow more fully like Jesus Christ our Lord. 
AMEN 

May Almighty God who gives life on earth and in heaven bless 
the parents of these children. As they thank God for the gift 

that God has given them, may they always show that gratitude 

in action by loving and caring for their child... 
AMEN 

May Almighty God who has given us all a new birth of water 
and the Holy Spirit generously bless us all who are God's 

faithful sons and daughters. May we always live as God's 

people, and may God bless us with peace. 

AMEN 

And may the blessing of Almighty God + the Father, the Son 

and the Holy Spirit descend upon us and remain with us 

always. 

AMEN 

(After Dismissal, Presider invites the Assembly to personally greet and congratulate 
the Parents and Godparents after Mass either in the altar area or on the lanai where 
refreshments are served).  


