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Master of Arts in Pastoral Theology 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College 

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, Indiana 47876 
  

TH562 Unit 7: Pastoral Project Proposal 

Student Name: Julie Richards 

Professor’s Name: Dr. Virginia Unverzagt 

Course Number: Theology 562 

Course Title: Arts and Skills for Ministry 

Assignment: Unit VII: Pastoral Project Proposal 

Project Proposal Title: Sabbath Stories: The Salvation History of the People of 

St. John the Evangelist Parish 

I. Definition of a Pastoral Concern. 
A. In this section, identify the concern to be addressed including: 

1. Why you chose that area of your ministry, 

2. Causal factors, 

3. Any terms or concepts specific to this project. 

St. John Parish is one of the largest parishes in Genesee County with just over 

8,000 souls. The parish began 135 years ago as a small community and has attempted to 

retain that “country church” hospitality through its enormous growth. One of the main 

reasons people have joined our parish is because of that hospitality, although we hear 

with increased frequency that “the faces in the pews are less and less familiar.” People 

who switch their mass attendance due to changing work or vacation schedules often 

comment that each liturgy is made up of more and more new faces. 

Consequently, St. John Pastoral Council and the Parish staff are always searching 

for new ways to bring people together to connect spiritually and socially. Our new 

Family Center is currently teamed with one of the area hospitals as a satellite of the   
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hospital that offers physical therapy to neighboring patients. It also houses our Parish 

Religious Education Programs (PREP) and RCIA and RCIC as well as a host of other 

parish meetings and community programs (area blood drives, basketball leagues, 

wedding receptions, open houses, etc.). We also reach out through our parish website as 

well as through the nearly one hundred ministries within the parish community. Because 

of our efforts, our parish mailing list reaches membership in fifty-five zip codes 

throughout Genesee County and beyond, with some parishioners driving 45 minutes to an 

hour to worship with us at weekly liturgies. 

There is a genuine need for people to feel connected both to their parish and to the 

community it serves. Likewise, there is a need for people to tell their story and for that 

story to be heard. Each personisa unique, holy child of God. The telling and retelling of 

lifetime stories is one way that history has been passed down through the ages. 

St. John Parish is here to be of service, as stated by our Pastor, Fr. Andrew 

Czajkowski, in his welcome letter on the parish website. This project is yet another 

avenue for people to tell their own salvation history: how God is working in their lives. 

IL. Description of the Cultural Context of the Pastoral Concern. 

A. Describe the culture of the group with whom you will be working: its 

history, its sociological and economic structure, its psychological environment and 

ecclesiology. 

German-speaking families from New York State settled in Richfield township in 

1860. They were twelve miles from a church of their faith and a priest from St. Michael 

Parish in Flint would occasionally visit them and celebrate mass in one of the settler’s 

homes. A frame church building was erected in 1871 measuring 20 by 40 feet on the 

present site of the St. John Church Cemetery. Records indicated that Mass was  
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celebrated in the building only three or four times during the year, with laymen 

conducting Sunday services. Father Francis C. Kelley was appointed pastor of the 

Catholic parish in Lapeer in 1893. He set to work on the Richfield Mission, as it was then 

known. A new stone church was erected and the first mass was celebrated on August 2%, 

1894. The members of the congregation hauled stone from their fields to the building site 

in order to erect the church building. 

St. John the Evangelist was established as a parish in its own right in 1928, with 

an active membership of 97 families. Previous named for the church included St. Joseph 

Church and also the Church of St. John the Divine. St. John continued to grow at a 

substantial rate and the small church was becoming inadequate. In 1946 Fr. Sheridan, the 

new pastor saw the need for a school and invited the Sisters of St. Joseph to teach at the 

school, a former CCC barracks building that had been moved in sections to the church 

grounds by parishioners. There were 278 families in the parish and 175 students in the 

new school. 

Eventually a new school was needed. It was built on the former church site in 

1956. The old school became the parish hall. Declining enrollment forced the school to 

close in 1970 and the Parish Religious Education Program (P.R.E.P) was expanded and 

continues to be among the largest in the Lansing diocese. 

Fr. Andrew Czajkowski returned to the parish in 1983, previously serving as a 

deacon ten years prior. Under his leadership ground was broken on June 11, 1989 for the 

construction of a new parish activity center. St. John Parish Hall was dedicated less than 

a year later on March 10, 1990 by Bishop Kenneth Povish. A new church, seating 886 

persons with an adjacent chapel was dedicated on May 23, 1993 at a cost of $4.2 million.  
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The final mortgage payment was made 55 months ahead of schedule, saving the parish 

$197,094.00 in interest. Certainly this is a reflection of the dedication of the people of 

the parish, their attitude of stewardship, sacrifice and discipleship. A 55,000 square foot 

Family Center, a multi-purpose facility, was erected in 2000. 

The average annual growth in parish membership is 4.1%. The average age of 

parishioners is 36 years. People attend St. John Church from all walks of life. A little 

over half of the parish membership (53.43%) are female, 46.57% are male with the 

average age being 38 for females and 36 for males. St. John Church is not made up of 

wealthy people. Factory workers make up 4% of the population, secretaries (1.66%), 

horticulturalists 7.4%, nurses 1.85%, managers 1.88%, teacher 2.62%. A large 

percentage (11.76%) are retired people. Professional diversity has been very good for the 

parish in this economic downturn, although there is a trickle-down effect because of 

factory closings. Displaced factory workers curtail their use of other services. They buy 

less goods, they eat out less, they allow themselves fewer luxuries. 

The parish members are an ethnically diverse group. At last count, sixteen 

different languages were spoken, some members speak three or four languages. We have 

a significant number of Polish people in the parish and we celebrate their heritage with a 

Polish dinner and dance every November. Some Polish dishes (pierogi, pazcki) are made 

and sold at other times of the year as fundraisers. We are primarily a parish of European 

ancestry. 

We are also a parish of diverse educational backgrounds. We are shop workers, 

secretaries, homemakers, doctors, lawyers, carpet installers, business owners, bank 

tellers, garage mechanics, sales people, carpenters, cashiers, child care workers, teachers,  
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dental assistants, roofers, plumber, principals, psychologists, web designers and 

everything in between! 

Although we have a small percentage of transient population, nearly 1400 of our 

families (47.24%) have been members of the parish for over nine years. Interestingly, 31 

families in our parish (1.05%) do not have a Catholic parent in the household. There are 

two Catholic parents in one quarter of the households, and twenty-three percent of our 

families have one Catholic parent. 

A walk through the previous year would reveal that there were 135 baptisms and 

professions of faith. Ninety-five children and twenty-one adults received first Eucharist 

and 91 adults and youth were confirmed. There were 36 marriages and 78 deaths/burials. 

The parish has sought ways to support households facing unemployment and help 

those seeking gainful employment. HUP (Helping Unemployed Persons) was formed 

offering monthly seminars from a speakers bureau on various topics for the unemployed 

including self-esteem issues, resume writing skills, interviewing skills. HUP is partnered 

with the State of Michigan and is staffed by trained volunteers from our parish as well as 

area churches with an access center offering online consultation for the unemployed. 

This access center is housed on our campus. There are two other access sites located in 

Genesee and Shiawassee counties. A prayer intention for the unemployed is offered at 

each weekend liturgy as well as an intention for those who have homes on the market. 

St. John the Evangelist is committed to the total health of each member, 

evidenced in its 55,000 square foot Family Center, a place where over 1,000 people walk 

in the door daily to attend religious education classes or walk the fitness track, attend a 

funeral luncheon or a wedding reception, a concert or any of the myriad of area meetings  
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held there. People from the entire community of Davison use the Family Center. We 

have partnered with McLaren General Hospital to provide a wellness center that occupies 

part of the second floor of the building, next to the walk track. McLaren offers Physical 

Therapy sessions to its area patients, making it more convenient for them to access the 

therapy prescribed by their physician. The welcome desk of the Family Center is staffed 

entirely by volunteers and is open from 6 a.m. until 9 p.m, Monday through Saturday. 

Week after week, this community gathers to give praise and honor to God for 

what He has done, is doing and will do in their lives. Liturgies are offered twice daily 

with five weekend liturgies. We gather in times of great rejoicing and in great sadness. 

We continue to support our brothers and sisters in Christ at home in prayer and through 

our neighborhood Outreach service and Christian Service agencies, serving the entire M- 

15 corridor and we also realize their responsibility for the universal Church as well 

through special collections such as our yearly gift for Katrina victims in Biloxi, a parish 

still struggling to rebuild. 

The past year was one of Jubilee for St. John Church, celebrating its 135™ 

anniversary of its founding in 1871. Special events were held monthly including Mass 

under the Tent on July 4™, a parish picnic, ice cream social, a beach party in February, an 

evening for married couples with renewal of vows, living rosary, speaker’s night with 

Steve Ray, Jubilee Pilgrimage to Rome and Sicily and a display of family Nativity sets. I 

might also add the choir’s pilgrimage to Ireland. 

St. John the Evangelist Parish is presently the second largest Catholic parish in 

Genesee County. Based on its growth since 1986, the parish is expected to number 3,109 

households in 2008.  
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ITI. Describe the Significance of this Project: 

A. Indicate why this project is important to the ministry; its theological 

implication for the ministry including: 

1. Your primary goal and any secondary goals (if there are 

secondary goals). 

2. Any objectives you seek that lead to the primary goal. 

A project of this type will: 

Emphasize the importance of every person’s life. 

Connect the people of the parish, who, in their reading will see that they 

are not alone in their struggles, hopes and fears. There is a faith 

connection. (Build community.) 

Foster an awareness of the importance of each person, perhaps give others 

the courage to tell their story. 

Foster a sense of hospitality to the Sunday liturgy — where everyone 

gathers with their burdens and leaves renewed in their faith commitment 

Bring about a willingness to accept that we are all wounded healers. No 

one is alone on their faith journey. We are made for God. 

More people may become aware of God’s inner workings in their own 

lives. 

There is a possibility of networking with other agencies. (i.e.: if a person 

relates a story about drug addiction, information could be listed of 

agencies to which to refer for help and/or treatment.) 

Evangelization. Someone may discover this story on our website or 

through our Sunday Bulletin and decide to further investigate our faith or 

return to it.  
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IV. Plan of Action: 
A. Describe your plan for addressing the pastoral concern including: 

1. A methodology rationale (why you chose this plan), 

2. A means to associate each part of the plan with the whole. 

St. John the Evangelist parish is growing by leaps and bounds. A project of this 

type is another way for members to network and stay connected to the parish, another 

means of building community. Providing these brief vignettes will offer an opportunity 

for people to get to know other members of the community of faith, stimulate thought and 

reflection on God’s presence in their own lives and the lives of others, provide some 

general catechesis on the liturgical year and perhaps offer another opportunity or a link 

with caring agencies within the parish, such as our Outreach Program or HUP (Helping 

Unemployed Persons) or the other hundred or so ministries (PREP, RCIA, RCIC, Choirs, 

Altar Society, Alcoholics Anonymous, etc.) currently available at our parish or in the 

community. 

This project can also serve as a means of evangelization. Anyone with internet 

skills can access our parish website. People use the internet as a means to purchase 

theatre tickets, make reservations, check the weather in any country and shop. The 

sharing of faith stories might inspire some who have been interested in Catholicism to 

explore our faith on a deeper level. Identification with faith stories may encourage others 

who have been away from the church to seek reconciliation and return to the faith 

community.  
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V. Theological Reflection: 

A. Identify the theological reflection processes you will use and the reason 

you selected them. Include: 
1. Complete descriptions of the T/R event plans: 

a. Preparation stage group reflection. 

Wednesday, July 25,2007 6 p.m. 

Welcome and thanks for participation. 

Distribution of project notes: goals and expectations of the project 

Presentation of the Visual Aid: A picture of a comma and the words: “God is still 

speaking.” 

Explanation of the Visual Aid: Gracie Allen used to tell George Burns: “Never 

put a period where God has put a comma.” 

A brief presentation about storytelling during the liturgy and our anemnesis 

(remembering) during the Eucharistic Prayers of the Liturgy. Every person’s story 

is important. It is the continuation of God’s self-revelation to people. 

Proclamation of Sacred Scripture: Micah 6:8 “You have already been told what is 

right and what Yahweh wants of you. Only this, to do what is right, to love 

loyalty and to walk humbly with your God.” 

Questions: How do you see yourself walking with the Lord in your lifetime? 

What lessons have you learned along the way? 

Silent reflection 

Sharing by any who wish. 

In order to bring the even to a close, present the picture once again with the 

words: “My friends, God is still speaking!” 

Many, many thanks!!  
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b. Implementation stage group reflection. 

Mid-point in the process, probably mid-November. 

Welcome and thanks 

Distribution of progress notes and time for each person to read them 

Presentation of visual aid and reminder of the story 

Scripture Proclamation: Proclamation of Sacred Scripture: Micah 6:8 “You have 

already been told what is right and what Yahweh wants of you. Only this, to do 

what is right, to love loyalty and to walk humbly with your God.” 

Suggestions from the group regarding adaptations, further implementation. 

Many thanks! 

c. Post-project personal reflection. 

Go back to the Scripture: Micah 6:8. 

Has this project been an effective community-building tool? 

How has the faith community benefited? 

Have individuals grown in their faith commitment? 

Has it inspired others to share their faith story? 

Has this project been an effective tool for evangelization? 

How has this project increased my faith? or Has this project increased my faith? 

2. The “prompt” (question, visual aid, concept, etc.) that aims to 

initiate each reflection. 

The prompt will be my visual aid: the 7x7 picture of a comma with the words: “God is 

still speaking.” If God is totally in love with his creation, it is difficult to believe that His  
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last communication with the creation he loves was be two thousand years ago. God is 

Em 

. 

still revealing himself to us each day. 

3. Explain why. 

This visual aid with its accompanying story will help the interviewee relax. Hopefully it 

will help that person realize that they are not alone in their struggle to see the working of 

God in their lives and that this endeavor is worthwhile and can not only be of benefit to 

themselves, but may help others when it is shared. 

VIL. Project implementation Strategy: 

A. Describe the project you have designed to achieve your stated goals. 

1. Include a timeline for the project. 

a. dates of meetings or activities, projected completion date, 

etc. : 

2. Stipulate when the two group theological reflections occur during 
the project (one planning stage, one implementation stage). 

3. Stipulate when the personal theological reflection occurs. 

4. Indicate the specific evaluation criteria you intend to use to 

determine the success of the project. 

a. identify any persons who may assist you in evaluating the 

project. 

The initial group reflection has already occurred (see Wednesday, July 25" above). 

One of the fruits of that meeting was the method to be used for each interviewee: 

e Prior to the interview, provide a list of Scriptures, one from each of the seasons of 

the upcoming Liturgical Year. 

Ask the interviewee to choose one Scripture that speaks to them, or a Scripture of 

their own choosing. 

Ask them to think about that Scripture and how it has played a part in their lives 

until the time of the meeting. Set a meeting date.  
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At the time of the interview, begin with the visual aid and the short presentation. 

Then ask the person which Scripture impressed them and why. Record the 

meeting. 

Transcribe the story, offering links to caring agencies, if needed and catechesis on 

the liturgical year. Post it on the website and/or in the bulletin. 

In order to avoid duplication of Scriptures, substitute one from the season that was 

chosen (i.e.: if the Scripture from Lent was chosen, delete that from the sheet 

offered to the next candidate and replace it with another Lenten Scripture. 

This proj ect can be continued if it is successful, perhaps there could a featured 

person every month, or every two weeks. 

Another meeting of the core group will take place mid-way through, perhaps in 

mid-November to evaluate the progress and make alterations in the project if 

necessary. The entire project (interviews and wanscriptions) should conclude by 

March, 2007. The interviews will continue to be posted at regular intervals 

throughout the liturgical year. Twenty people will be interviewed. Personal 

theological reflection will be ongoing, culminating at the end of the project. 

Criteria will include its effectiveness in community-building eifom (social and 

faith-building) and evangelization. One must keep in mind that some effects may 

not be immediately evident. There could be a place to post comments on the 

website, or people could certainly e-mail me with their comments about the 

project while it is ongoing.  
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Leadership group profile 

Marilyn Swank — Chair of our Music Ministries board, member of the 

Celebration Choir, Schola Cantorum, and Faith Ringers Handbell Ensemble, Marilyn was 

an instrumental person in creating the Faith Ringers Handbell Ensemble for Adults. 

Marilyn has attended the last seven National Pastoral Musician’s Conventions with me. 

admire her ability to problem solve and prioritize. Marilyn articulates her faith by her 

example. She is a wonderful, patient teacher, but don’t think she knows it yet! 

Mark Richards — My faithful spouse, even through this degree! Mark is a 

talented bass in our Celebration Choir and Schola Cantorum. He teaches Chemistry, 

Biology and Physics. We have a shared interest in ethics and theology. I admire his 

ability to get to the heart of the matter and state the facts with simplicity and clarity and 

honesty. 

Deacon Daniel Fairweather — A member of our St. John Family, Dan works 

with the youth of the parish, engaged couples preparing for marriage and families 

preparing for the baptism of their child(ren). Dan’s fulltime employment is with 

financially plagued Delphi, where he works as an engineer. I admire Dan’s ability to 

articulate his faith life, evidence of which we see in his very talented, faith-filled 

children. 

Laurie Miles — Laurie is our Family Center Facilities Coordinator and has 

recently completed studies in Theology with our Diocesan program of study, 

(Coordinated with Sienna Heights College). She is also active with the youth of the 

Parish, who will be attending World Youth Day 2008 in Australia. She also serves as a 

member of our parish Pastoral Council and was instrumental in launching the Befriender  
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Ministry, a ministry of listening. Laurie also serves the assembly as a Eucharistic 

minister and lector. A convert to our Catholic faith, I admire her openness to the working 

of the Holy Spirit in her life — her willingness to explore new paths and ministries. 

Rita Thiron, MA — In absentia, via e-mail. Rita is the Director of the Office of 

Worship for the Diocese of Lansing. I serve on the Diocesan Worship Commission with 

Rita and have found her to be knowledgeable, capable and supportive. Rita also serves 

on the national board of the FDLC and has written several books. I am in awe of her 

professionalism and her ability to have such vast knowledge at her fingertips! She is an 

amazing woman. 

Jeanne Clancy — A member of the Celebration Choir, Jeanne has also completed 

Diocesan studies in Theology. Jeanne teaches in our PREP (Parish Religious Education 

Program) and is part of the Befriender Ministry as well as a Eucharistic Minister. Jeanne 

is a gifted speaker, a mom, spouse, grandma-ma and my good friend. Jeanne has the 

ability to step back and synthesize a situation, rather than acting impulsively. She truly 

has the heart of Christ. 

Mary Fairweather — Mary is Deacon Dan’s wife. We were drawn to each other 

because we both know what it takes to be in ministry - meaning the struggle for balance 

between home, work and/or full and part time ministry. Mary is a pharmacist and also 

ministers as part of our RCIA formation team. She struggled for years, thinking that she 

had to choose between her work at the pharmacy and ministry. Now she has come to 

realize that her ministry is also in the marketplace. That realization has taught her many 

things about the people she serves as well as herself. Mary is a very articulate, 

compassionate woman. She, her husband Dan and their children have welcomed our  
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family into theirs ever since Mark and I came to live and work at St. John Parish. We are 

so grateful for God’s providential care in sending them to us. 
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Sabbath Stories: The Salvation History of the People of 
St. John the Evangelist Parish 

Many of you may know me as “the choir director” or even as “the liturgist” at St. 
John Parish. What you may not know is that for the past three years, in 

conjunction with my parish and home responsibilities, | have been pursuing a 
Master of Arts Degree in Pastoral Theology. This experience has proven to be 
both challenging and energizing (and, if truth be told, at times exhausting!) The 
study of theology is, in the words of St. Anselm, “faith seeking understanding.” 
Like many of you, as my faith deepens, | have more questions. As time passed, | 
felt the need to pursue this area of study for my own benefit and for the benefit of 
those | serve here in the parish and in the Lansing Diocese. The journey has 
been truly fascinating. 

My involvement with the Worship Commission, the Pastoral Council, and the 

Strategic Planning team of the parish led to the implementation of the following 
project for St. John Parish. It is my hope that these pages will be another avenue 
of communication — that we might learn from the experiences and the reflection 
of others about how God is working in our own lives. I'm hoping that our 

community will be even closer as a result and that more and more people will 
learn of the numerous ministries at work here in our wonderful family of St. John 

the Evangelist and choose to involve themselves, using their own unique talents 

and gifts. God is truly at work here in our midst! 

St. John Parish is one of the largest parishes in Genesee County with just over 
8,000 souls. The parish began 135 years ago as a small community and has 
attempted to retain that “country church” hospitality through its enormous growth. 

One of the main reasons people have become members of our parish is because 
of that hospitality, although we hear with increased frequency that “the faces in 

the pews are less and less familiar.” People who alter their mass attendance 
schedules due to changing work or vacation schedules often comment that each 
liturgy is made up of more and more new faces. 

Week after week, this community gathers around the Eucharistic Table to give 
praise and honor to God for what He has done, is doing and will do in their lives. 
We hear over and over again of the wonders our God has done for His people. 
We gather as a parish in times of great rejoicing to tell of God's mighty deeds 

and be assured of His constant and abiding love for us. We also gather in great 

sadness, to hear words of comfort from Sacred Scripture in word and song. 

In “The Living Flame of Love” John of the Cross tells us that life experiences are 
the language of God. There is a genuine need for people to feel connected both 
to their parish and to the community it serves. Likewise, there is a need for 
people to tell their story and for that story to be heard. Each person is a unique,  
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holy child of God. The telling and retelling of life experiences is one way that 
history has been passed down through the ages. 

Ronald Rolheiser, in his book “The Holy Longing” states: “The God of the 
incarnation has real flesh on earth and speaks to us in the bread and butter of 

our lives, through things that have skin...” (95). In the coming weeks, please 
continue to check out Sabbath Stories. Stories about every-day life will appear 
within the coming year based on the readings from Sacred Scripture and the 

liturgical seasons. These stories, told by people in the parish will give you a 
glimpse of how God is working in their lives. Hopefully, after some reflection, you 
will see that God is working in your own life in a truly unique way! 

It is my hope that these pages will offer an opportunity for people to meet each 
other and also discover the wealth of ministries that St. John Church has to offer. 
Perhaps the stories of others will inspire you to take ownership within this parish 

or within the parish of which you are a member by offering your services for 
ministry. Hopefully, we will all discover more and more God's infinite care and 
love for us, his creation. 

My sincere gratitude to Fr. Andrew Czajkowski, our much-loved pastor, for his 
unfailing guidance, support and mentoring. Appreciation also, to all those who 

have offered their prayerful support over the years and who continue to do so. 
Prayer makes a difference! Thanks to all those who have said a heartfelt “yes” to 

participating in this project and to all those on my theological reflection team: 
Your openness and your willingness to share your lives with others is an 

inspiration. To all my friends and colleagues: thank you for letting me talk and 
talk.... and talk, scream when needed, dance when | completed a class, or for 

simply taking a moment for a quiet lunch or the trouble to e-mail your thoughts 
and prayers. My professors have been truly an inspiration, challenging me to 

discover more about myself and about Catholicism at every turn. | am so very 
grateful for their patience and understanding. To Judy and Robin in the parish 

office: my gratitude for your patience and helpful suggestions toward 
implementing these pages. You are both a vast storehouse of knowledge. I'm so 

very grateful to my husband Mark and my children Kristin and Stephanie: | could 
not have completed this course of study without their unshakable love, 
unwavering support and continuous encouragement. And, my love and gratitude 

to Brady James, who reminds me always to take time out to love, laugh, and 

rediscover that God's love is ever new, every day. 

Your questions or comments regarding the following pages are always welcome. 

Perhaps you may wish to share your story. | can be reached by e-mail at: 
jrichards@stjohndavison.org or by phone at 810-658-1135. 

God is good — all the time! 

Julie Richards  
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| Advent I, Year A 
  

Psalm 24: 5-6. He shall receive a blessing from the Lord, a reward from 
God his savior. Such is the race that seeks for him, that seeks the face of 
the God of Jacob. 

Laurie Miles is a wife, mother of two, and the Facilities 

Coordinator of the St. John Family Center. She is a lector, a 
Eucharistic Minister, a member of the parish Pastoral Council 
and coordinator of the BeFriender ministry. Laurie holds a 

¢ Bachelor of Arts in Business and Computer Science from the 
I University of Michigan and a Bachelor of Arts in Theological 

| Studies from Sienna Heights University. 

I've been thinking about Hebrews 11:1 that says, “Faith is the realization of what 
is hoped for and evidence of things not seen.” | looked up faith in the dictionary 
and it says “Faith is belief without proof and confidence and reliance and belief in 
God.” If you look up belief it says, “Belief is the act of believing. Faith.” The 
definition of faith uses the word “belief.” The definition of belief uses the word 
“faith.” 

What caught my attention was the phrase “evidence of things not seen.” We 
believe in God even though we think we never see him, but we really do. God 
reveals himself to us in our daily lives. 

A time when this became evident to me was during my pregnancy with my son, 

Jacob, now eighteen years ago. We all knew that there was a baby coming, but 
in those days you couldn’t see what was going on inside. Two days before he 
was born my doctor said, “This is going to be a large baby. Let's go and have an 
ultra-sound and see how big he’s going to be.” So | had an ultra-sound on March 
9, 1989. They found a problem. He had fluid around his lungs, so when he was 
born he wasn’t going to be able to breathe properly. To me, that was God 
revealing to me that there was a problem. If we hadn’t known about this difficulty 
we might have gone to a hospital that wasn’t prepared. In this way the doctors 
were able to notify the hospital and they would be able to handle the situation. 

The doctor was able to prepare the hospital staff for what would happen when he 
was born. 

| could have looked at this in a different way. | could have been angry and asked 
God why he did this to my son, but | didn’t. I've chosen an attitude of gratitude.  



Pastoral Project, Julie Richards “Sabbath Stories” 

Instead | look at it as a miracle that we went for this ultra-sound one day, and this 
problem was revealed to us. It was God's way of making us aware of what was 
about to happen. Now Jacob is eighteen years old and going to college! Through 
the miracle of an ultra-sound God was working to preserve human life. 

God reveals proof of his existence every day if we're willing to look for it and 
recognize it. Sometimes he does it in quiet ways, and sometimes he kind of hits 
us over the head with it! God does have a sense of humor, too. 

| wasn’t raised Catholic. | was baptized Lutheran, but we never really went to 

church regularly. Both my children were baptized in the Catholic faith and then | 
decided to go through the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults). | was 
confirmed and received first Eucharist in 1994. 

“Such is the race that seeks for him, that seeks the face of the God of Jacob.” | 

always felt this desire, even before | was married, to find what faith | would 
follow. My husband is a cradle Catholic. When we got married we attended the 
Catholic Church. One day one of my friends told me about a program the church 
offered where a person could become Catholic, so made the phone call and got 
signed up! [I've been involved with the church ever since then. I've always had 
the sense that this is where | belonged. | had this desire to do more and | had to 
become part of the faith in order to do that. 

| was a lector soon after coming into the church. After that | was the PREP 
(Parish Religious Education Program) Secretary. From there | became involved 

in the Education Commission and the Family Center building committee. | 
became heavily involved in a very short time, due to the Spirit's urging. 

My first class for the Lay Ministry Program was Christology, normally the last 
class people take. | remember wondering, “ What am | doing? What have | 

done?” But | had the desire to keep going with it. | wanted to learn more and it's 
a challenge to learn this way. It's a challenge to your faith, too. You have to be 
strong in your faith to get through those classes. It's perhaps not for everyone, 
but | feel privileged to have been able to study in that way. 

If you would like more information on the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) process, please contact Elaine Ouellette at: 

eouellette@stiohndavison.orq   

For more information about the Sienna Heights Lay Ecclesial Minister Program, 
please contact: Nancy Joseph at 517-342-2512 or 

Sr. Marilyn Barnett at 517-264-7690 or mbamette@siennaheights.edu  
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Are you a good listener? Come and be part of our BeFrienders Ministry. Contact 
Laurie Miles by e-mail: Imiles@stjohndavison.org or by phone: 810-652-0304, 
ext. 269. 

Perhaps you feel called to become a lector or a Eucharistic Minister. More 
information is available by contacting our parish staff at 653-2377. 

If you would like to offer your services as a Welcome Desk Assistant, please 
contact Laurie Miles at the parish Family Center: 652-0304, ext. 269, or e-mail 
her at Imiles@stjohndavison.org 
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| The Immaculate Conception 
  

Luke 1:38. Behold | am the handmaid of the Lord, be it done to me 
according to your word. 

Anna Marie McNew is a wife, mother of two, assists with 

the Blue Army Cadets and volunteers in the PREP 
(Parish Religious Education Program) office. She is a 
lector at both weekend and weekday liturgies, has taken 
the Natural Family Planning course, the Familia 

Program. She is also part of the St. Catherine Laboure 
Guild of the Altar Society. Anna and her family assist the 
parish in many annual activities, including Vacation Bible 
School and the Annual Life Saver Drive for Right to Life. 

This verse is packed with so much meaning! The first thing that came to my 
mind was the First Joyful Mystery of the Rosary. When we pray the rosary we 
engage ourselves in that memorable event. A priest | know, Fr. John Corapi 
says that when we pray the rosary, we pray the Gospels. 

The title for this feast is the Immaculate Conception of Mary. Many Catholics 

may confuse it with the conception of Jesus. God’s plan was so important that 
he prepared Mary in a special way. 

Many women of the Old Testament pre-figure Mary in their words and actions. 
Women are involved in bringing the Israelites into safety at some turning points in 
the Old Testament for the Hebrew people. Mary is hinted at in the Old 
Testament and then appears in the New Testament, just like Jesus. 

This verse tells us that God’s promise in the book of Genesis is fulfilled. It took 
all that time for it to happen. It was through a woman that humanity fell, but it is 
through a woman that the Redeemer is born. Mary becomes the new Eve. All 
this occurs in God's time, not ours. God decided when the time was right for his 

son to enter the world. Mary's “yes,” her “fiat,” fulfilled that promise. 

Mary held man’s eternal destiny in her heart, in her voice, in her entire being. 
Everything was hanging in the balance. When | think of this | always wonder 
what heaven was like. Were the angels wondering: “What will she say?” Her 
answer could have been “Yes” or “No.” 

Our redemption would not have been possible if she hadn't opened herself to the 
will of God with her entire body, mind and spirit. She conformed her will perfectly 

to God's will and because of that she is a perfect example for us to follow. 

| always pray for Mary's help. | have been through the St. Louis de Montford 
method of consecration to the Blessed Mother, the same thing that our late pope,  
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John Paul Il used shortly after an attempt was made on his life. So now all the 
good that | do and all things that | offer up are through our Holy Mother. Mary 
can be an instrument to make anything | do an appropriate offering before God. 

Mary has endured everything that humanity experiences, with the grace of God 
to guide her. Surely she understands what it’s like to get up in the night with a 
sick child. She knows what its like to fulfill the needs of children and maintain a 
good family life. She also knows suffering. She was there at the foot of the cross 
when her Son died. Mary was there in the upper room when the Church was 

born, receiving the Holy Spirit with the apostles. In times of stress, trouble and 
joy, she is a model to emulate. 

Mary has been through all the challenges of every day life. It must have been 
wonderful to watch Jesus take his first step, to soothe him as he cut his first tooth 
and to rejoice when he was found in the Temple three days after he was lost. 

Mary opened her heart and her body to God. She made a total gift of herself. It 
was an act of total trust at a very young age. When you think of it, her very act of 

saying “Yes” was punishable by death, because she was an unwed mother. Her 
cooperation with God's will reveals the importance and the dignity of women. 

Mary was a person of faith who loved God. She wanted to do the right thing. 
The message of Mary is totally opposite with the message of feminism that the 
world gives us. We do not need to be just like men to be accepted. Mary shows 
us that we can simply be who we are and there is dignity in that. After all, He 

chose a woman to cooperate in his plan. 

Although there were many mothers before Mary came along, Mary elevated 
motherhood, making women the heart of the home. We are told in Genesis that 
Satan will always be in opposition with Mary and Jesus. Satan is still trying to 
destroy family life by attacking the heart of the home. 

I would not have been able to reflect very well on this verse of Scripture fifteen or 
twenty years ago. | have experienced a longing in my life to know God and | 
realize that | am responsible for handing on the faith to my family, especially my 

husband and my children. It's something that must be taken seriously. Delving 
into our faith opens so many doors. When Jesus knocks and we open the door, 
he will lead you to places you never expected. Parents must take on the 
responsibility to give their children the tools necessary to carry on the faith. 

Many doors have been opened because | have said my own “fiat,” my own “yes,” 
to God. | have accomplished many things that must have been through God's 
hand, because | know | never could have done them on my own. One example 

is the book that the Blue Army Cadets now use.  
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| used to work in mechanical design. That was my talent. One day | was given a 
project. | was designing a book that would show the skeleton of a van, beginning 

with one part, and ending with the entire skeleton. This book would be used to 
teach young engineers how this was done. | hated that project, because | 
thought my talents could be better used elsewhere, but | as | got into it, | enjoyed 

it and eventually it was finished. 

As | look back, that project helped me design a new book for the Blue Army 
Cadets. Previously their books were black and white and the pictures weren't 
very clear. | met with Fr. Andrew, who advised me on content and some legal 
aspects. Julie, the music minister, offered advice on copyright laws. | used my 
experience of producing that book to design a new, full-color book for the 

children. My previous experience was put to good use for the Church. Now | 
thank God for that experience. God is always working in our lives. While | was 
preparing that book for my job, | didn’t know that God would use those same 
skills for his glory. 

Children of the parish are invited to be involved in the Blue Army Cadets. Please 
contact the parish office at 653-2377. 

Our parish staff can also give you more information about Natural Family 
Planning or the Familia Program sessions. 

All the women of the parish are members of the St. John Altar Society. Meetings 
are held in the parish family center on the first Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. 

 



Pastoral Project, Julie Richards “Sabbath Stories” 

  

| Advent ll, Year A 
  

Romans 15:7. welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you, for the 
glory of God. 

Connie Olejniczak is a wife, mother of two, a daughter, a 
sister and a child of God. She is a member of St. John 
Celebration Choir, St. John Faith Ringers, the Organ and 
Concert Committee, a lector and a Eucharistic Minister. 

This reading jumped out at me. This reading is me. | welcome people. When | 
see new people in choir, or new people at church | always speak to people. 

People need to know that you're glad to see them - that you've noticed that 

they're there. There have been times in my life when I've felt like a “nobody,” so 
it's been important to me that no one else feels that way. 

In fact, that is how | met my husband! He was new in choir and | noticed that he 
looked a little lost, so | welcomed him and helped him put his music in order. | let 
him know we were glad he was there. One day we were talking and | just said. “I 
know that you're alone. | am, too. Maybe sometime you'd like to get together 
and talk.” So, we exchanged phone numbers and we got together and talked. 

I think a lot of times we don’t make people feel welcome. We get comfortable 
with our own circle of friends and we don’t want to get outside that circle. The 

Gospel tells us to act differently. 

This spirit of hospitality is a distinguishing factor of St. John Parish. Years ago 
when we were a smaller parish, we were like one big family. | remember that on 
Holy Thursday evening at mass, we would pass our babies around. Everyone 
knew everyone else and we cared about each other. 

Now as we've grown larger, it's a bit more challenging, but there is still that 

feeling of welcome. When | was going through tough times and difficulties, | was 
welcomed into the bell choir and the Celebration Choir. That helped me get 
through a very difficult time in my life. 

Even now | can see that small challenges in my life aren’t worth dwelling on. You 
have to maintain a positive outlook. You can’t always expect people to behave 

as you think they should, but we all need to welcome one another — and we need 
to mean it!  



Pastoral Project, Julie Richards “Sabbath Stories” 10 

Anyone can do this, even those who are shy. Once you welcome someone, it 
becomes easier each time. It also becomes contagious. Your welcome may 

give that person the strength and the initiative to speak to others. It may change 
the entire course of their day. And it all comes full circle, too. A welcoming spirit 
lifts my mood. | thank God every day for this gift of a welcoming personality and 
for a loving church family. 

Sometimes you have to make the decision to be in a good mood. If you make 

that decision, eventually you'll find that your mood has changed and those 
around you are in a better frame of mind, too. You gain ten-fold. You have more 
energy. 

More information can be learned about St. John Choirs elsewhere on this 
website, or you may wish to contact Julie Richards at 
Jrichards@sfjohndavison.orqg or by phone at 810-658-1135. 

If you are interested in the ministries of lector or Eucharistic Minister, please 
contact the parish offices at 653-2377 for more information. 

Do you have a welcoming spirit? Perhaps you would like to be a greeter at mass 
or be part of our Welcome Committee, please contact Sherry Haynes at 658- 
6129. 

If you would like to offer your services as a Welcome Desk Assistant, please 
contact Laurie Miles at the parish Family Center: 652-0304, ext. 269, or e-mail 
her at Imiles@stjohndavison.org All are welcome! 
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| Advent lll 

Isaiah 35:3-6. Strengthen the hands that are feeble, make firm the knees 
that are weak, say to those whose hearts are frightened: Be strong, fear 
not! Here is your God, he comes with vindications; with divine 
recompense he comes to save you. Then will the eyes of the blind be 

opened, the ears of the deaf be cleared; then will the lame leap like a stag, 
then the tongue of the mute will sing. 

Peggy Staudacher is a wife, step-mother and nurse. 
She is a member of the Celebration Choir and St. 
Anne’s Guild of the Altar Society. 

This Scripture is important to me because my husband was diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer last winter. | can identify with this Scripture every day, though, 
in asking God for little things, too. 

My husband isn’t a handy man. If he’s struggling with plumbing or some other 
issues, | ask, “Lord, please send your angels to help him.” And it’s working. It's 
little things like that and it’s constant. 

Sometimes it’s big things, too, and it can take years. My nephew is in his thirties 
and experienced problems in his career. He finally finished his degree, but then 
he couldn’t find a job as an apprentice. After a long time he has finally found 

something in his field and in an area where he wants to live. 

Last year we were in Florida visiting my sister. Within a few hours of our arrival, 
my husband experienced abdominal pain. After trying various remedies with no 

relief, we went to the emergency room. The doctors diagnosed him with 
pancreatitis. After more tests a mass was found on his pancreas. | called the 

choir’s prayer chain and felt a heavy weight lift from my shoulders after about 
twenty minutes. 

We needed to get back to Michigan, and driving wasn’t an option. In order to fly 
home, there had to be a bed waiting for him in a hospital. When they called to 
find a bed, it was February, the middle of flu season, and there were about forty 
people in the emergency room waiting for a bed in the hospital. | called the 
choir’s prayer chain one more time and soon after that a bed became available. 

If you ask and you believe, the Lord will answer your prayers.  
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God offers us life lessons and it's up to us to decide whether we will benefit from 
them or not. Eventually we needed to make a decision about whether to stay 

here for his surgery, or go to Baltimore. | wanted to stay near the people | knew, 

but in time | realized that Baltimore was the best place for my husband to be. It 
was time for us to step out of our comfort zone. Sometimes you have to take life 
one hour at a time, or one day at a time and trust in the Lord. 

| thought that this would only be for a short time, perhaps only a couple of days. 
We returned home just shy of six weeks after we had departed. And the Lord 
paved the way for us to go to Baltimore. We were able to use frequent flier miles, 
there was a basilica very close by so | could go to mass, and there was a shuttle 
to the hospital. The hospital and its staff was just amazing. | was afraid to be 
there alone. | was afraid of losing my mate. | was terrified. 

This led me to think of the future and my thoughts of not wanting to be a burden 
to anyone, of not wanting to be left alone to cope with everything. | guess you 

have to leave everything up to God. If God takes care of the little sparrows, | 
know he will take care of me. 

Today's Scripture says, “Then will the eyes of the blind be opened, the ears 
of the deaf be cleared; then will the lame leap like a stag, then the tongue of 
the mute will sing.” | know that this experience has had a spiritual effect on my 
husband. Now he sings at mass, and he prays the rosary more. That's a big 
thing for him. 

Experiences like this open a person’s eyes to what is important in life. Things 

that used to upset me are now more tolerable. | appreciate my husband more, 

too. This has been a life lesson for both of us. Our twenty-fifth wedding 
anniversary came and we celebrated very simply. We have each other. We 
don’t need a big party or anything else. We appreciated each other more than 

ever. There are bad days and good days in any marriage, but we focus on what 
is good. 

I’m hoping that our experience will help someone else that may be going through 
something similar. I'm hoping that | can be God's instrument in helping others. 

It's important to say thank you. | thank God every day that my husband was 
diagnosed in time. Only five percent of people who have this condition are! 
There are many things we are still working through, but that is the depth of our 
care for each other. This entire experience was a wake-up call for both of us. 

It's a comfort to know that God is with you and He will be there for you. God will 
answer your prayers, not always the way we want them answered, but in a way 
that is best for us.  
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Julie Richards would appreciate the opportunity to speak with you about music 
ministry opportunities. She can be reached at 658-1135 or you can e-mail her at 
jrichards@stjohndavison.org 

All the women of the parish are members of the St. John Altar Society. Meetings 
are held in the parish family center on the first Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. 
All are welcome! 
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| Nativity of the Lord: Mass at Midnight 
Psalm 96:1. Sing to the Lord a new song: sing to the Lord, all you lands. 
Sing to the Lord; bless his name. 

  

Marilyn Swank is wife, mother of two, a daughter, chair of 
the Music Ministries Committee, a member of the St. John 

Faith Ringers, the Schola Cantorum, the Celebration 

Choir and a member of the Concert Committee . 

This Scripture was an obvious choice for me. Music has always been significant 
in my life. It's one of the few early memories | have of my grandma. When | was 
young, my grandma took me to Mother-Daughter teas at her church once every 
year. | kept a remembrance of those teas for years — a straw with a rose 

attached. Part of the program was that we would sing and somehow | always 
knew all the old songs. Singing was a very big part of that event. 

My grandma would come out to our house to stay from time to time. She would 
come to church with us and sing right out, full voice. She had the most vibrato 
I've ever heard in anyone’s voice in my entire life! Little kids would turn around in 
the pew and stare at her because she sang with such gusto. 

My mom would sing to music on the radio every morning (WFDF with Dan 
Hunter). During the summers the windows would be open and | could hear my 
mom singing to music on the radio. That singing has always been positive for 
me. | always have good feelings when | remember it. 

I've been involved in music since about the fifth grade. Maybe not so much after 
| graduated and went on to nursing school because other things took over. After 
| got married and the kids came along | was involved in raising them and music 
got put on the back burner. 

There always seemed to be an excuse not to be in the choir, but when my kids 
were in high school | seemed to have more time. | also realized that | didn’t 
know “me” anymore. | had lost “me” over the years. | was someone’s wife, | was 
someone's daughter. | was also a mom. Sometimes when | had to sign my 
name at a meeting | would just sign: “Cliff's wife,” or something like that. | did it 
jokingly, but there was something to that, too. 

When | found out they were going to have handbells at St. John for youth, | 
thought I'd like to try that. I'd never been able to play an instrument at school 
because our family couldn't afford it at that time. So, | kept asking that an adult 
handbell choir be formed and it finally happened. Finally | found something | 

could do just for me!  
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Then Julie Richards [the present director] came along and convinced me to join 
the Celebration Choir and for a time | was also in the Resurrection Choir. Now | 

chair the Music Ministries Committee, which plans social events for all of the 
choirs. 

I've found that if | come to choir practice in a bad mood, | leave feeling better. 
Music lifts me out of a bad mood! There have been other differences, too. | 

used to be really shy and that has changed a bit. There are still aspects of my 
life that | pull back on, but I've feel that I've blossomed — maybe kicking and 
screaming — but I've blossomed none the less! I've been stretched! I've done 
some things | never thought | would ever do, such as singing a solo. 

So besides being a wife, mother and daughter | am also a musician! The 
Scripture says, “Sing to the Lord all you lands.” Since | joined the choir I've had 

the opportunity to sing in Ireland and Italy. Our choir sang for the Pope in his 
audience hall. When | was younger, | never thought | would be doing things like 
that. | never thought | would fly in an airplane! Now | don’t think twice about 
getting on a plane and | have some wonderful memories of singing in other 
places. 

God works through people. | would never have thought that | would experience 
thousands of people singing in harmony. That's just one of the things that 

happens at an NPM (National Pastoral Musicians) Convention. It’s really 
unbelievable. It just blows me away! Sometimes I'd rather just stand there and 
listen because it sounds so good! 

Music has expanded my horizons. It's been fun. I've learned to put some things 
in God’s hands and just let go. One time | was doing a solo with another person, 

who had to leave church suddenly, so | had to sing his part even though | had 
never rehearsed it. Everything worked out. So, there have been other things in 
life that I've learned not to stress over, things that | have no control over. 

Sometime during Mass one of the readings will have a phrase in it that triggers a 
memory of something we've sung and | just sing that song for awhile in my head. 

Sometimes | stick with that song for the entire day. Spoken prayers are 
important and | know they're beautiful, but that doesn’t come easily to me. 
Sometimes well known prayers are said and we don’t think about the words we 
are saying. When a person sings, they have to think about what they're doing. 
They have to think about the words. 

Songs seem to stay inside my head. | hope that my children will have fond 
memories of my singing around the house — at least I've had no complaints from 
our neighbors!  
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More information can be learned about St. John Choirs elsewhere on this 
website, or you may wish to contact Julie Richards at 
jrichards@stjohndavison.org or by phone at 810-658-1135. 

 



Pastoral Project, Julie Richards “Sabbath Stories” 17 

  

| Nativity of the Lord: Mass at Midnight 
  

Titus 2: 11-13. Beloved: The grace of God has appeared, saving all and 
training us to reject godless ways and worldly desires and to live 
temperately, justly, and devoutly in this age, as we await the blessed hope, 

the appearance of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ. 

24 

Mark Richards is a husband, step-father, grandfather and 
teacher. He is a cantor, a member of the Celebration Choir 

and Schola Cantorum. 

What drew me to this Scripture was that when | was in my late teens and early 
twenties | rejected everything having to do with the Church. My thoughts were 
more like a Pantheist: that God was more a part of creation rather than the 

Author of creation. | thought each of us had this little spark of God and that was 
all there was. When you're young that kind of idea seems appealing. 

As my life progressed | found that | wasn’t getting anywhere. My life was pretty 
lousy. | was still living with my parents. | was broke all the time. Nothing 
seemed to go my way. 

After a time | seemed to think of God more as a creator. When | was younger | 
thought of Jesus as just a guy that people thought great things about, but | 
thought he was just a man, no different from anybody else. As time went on | got 
more of a picture of Jesus Christ as the Son of God and as the Savior and my life 
started to take a better turn. 

This reading speaks about Jesus being our new goal and also that we want to 
live justly so we can live with Christ after our earthly lives are over. But, to my 
mind, following Christ is its own reward. Our lives become better because we're 
living justly. Because we're helping out other people and because we're being 
decent human beings, our lives are better. 

If | had kept on the train | was traveling on | would probably be dead by now. 

Something awful would have happened to me. | would have gotten in with the 
wrong kind of people (and | was at that time) and | might have ended up dead, 

diseased or God only knows what! Whereas by following Christ, by following the 
proper path my life has been enhanced. It's not just about waiting for this new 
life that’s going to come later, my life now is better because | follow Jesus. 

It isn’t always easy. There are times when it would be much easier to chuck it all 
and say, “Hey, | want to go do this over here.” But, if you're a true follower of  
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Jesus you look at things and think that Jesus wouldn't do that. He wouldn’t want 
it that way, so I'm not going to do that. 

| was a pretty serious alcoholic for a long time. It would have easy to keep 
drinking and say, “The heck with everything.” | could have just kept going that 
way. But, my wife pointed out that it was the wrong way to go about life. 
Thinking from a religious aspect it isn’t right to spend your life pickled! So, | 
chose the tougher path - to stop drinking. There are times, though, when | smell 
wine or beer, and it's a fight. You'd like to have the alcohol, but you know your 
life would be worse. Jesus wouldn't want that. He wants good things for people. 
He wouldn't want you to keep swallowing alcohol. 

Christ wants us to have a good life. It's not always an easy life, but it's a good 
life. When you think about it, there's a whole world of people out there that think 
they're going to make their conversion at the last moment. They're going to 
come in at the last hour and they'll reap all the benefits and will have spent their 
whole life doing what they wanted and convert at the last moment. And, they 
can, but look at the life they could have had — a nice house, good friends and 
family. If you keep walking the path of alcohol, crime and drugs you become a 
part of it, or you become a victim of it. 

So, Jesus wants us all to walk away from that life. It isn’t only so that we can all 
be in heaven, but so we can all live a good life and take care of the other people 
in our life. It makes you ‘other-centered’ rather than ‘self-centered.’ The other 
road can take you down some very dark paths. 

Following Jesus isn't just the end goal. It is the goal of today. Following Jesus 
gives us a better life now, but you have to make that choice — the choice to follow 
Christ every day. You can choose any path. If you choose to follow Jesus your 
life is better. You can live your dreams, and, your life will be better than you ever 
hoped or dreamed because God wants only good things for us. 

If you would like more information regarding Alcoholics Anonymous, please call 
the parish office at 653-2377 for assistance. 

For more information on St. John Choirs, please contact Julie Richards at: 
jrichards@stjohndavison.org 
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| 4" Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Matthew 5: 3-4. He began to teach them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in 
Spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they who mourn, 
for they will be comforted.” 

  

Steve Hill is a husband, the father of four, and the grandfather 
of four. He is the Director of Cemetery Services and 

_ responsible for the development of fundraising opportunities at 
St. John Parish. 

I've really fallen in love with the Beatitudes and the Corporal Works of Mercy. 
There is so much a person can do by just following those directives from the 
Lord. 

My exposure to this campus, this family of St. John has driven home my 
responsibility to people — how | should look at each person individually, what | 

can do for them. In the retail world, where | used to work the focus was on 
money, goods and sales. However, if you live and respond to people as the Lord 

directs us in the Beatitudes, material rewards will not matter. Service will be your 
focus. The Lord tells us that if we live in this way we will be given many more 
blessings in this life and in the next. 

| try to be very approachable. I'm trying to develop my talents as a good listener. 
It's very important to simply be there for people who are mourning. Their sorrow 
is very deep. | take the death of their family member very personally. I'm one of 
the first people that those who are mourning come into contact with and their 

grief is very raw and immediate. People may feel that they are ready to deal with 
placement of a loved one, but | don’t think anyone is ever fully ready, no matter 
what the circumstances. When that time comes, grief steps in, regardless of how 
well a person is prepared. 

| try to remember all the placements since I've been at the cemetery, so that if a 

person asks where someone is, | can be ready with the answer and direct them 
to the site. Closure comes at different times for people. Sometimes the final 
closure happens when a person is alone. I'm grateful to have the privilege of 
being of service. 

Cemetery ministry can be a very difficult ministry because of its intensity, but 
there is a joy. | firmly believe that cemeteries are for the living, for us that are left 
behind. If we can create memories, our sorrow and grief, although still with us, 
can be somewhat alleviated. The cemetery can become a place of peace. | 
encourage people to come and spend some time, even pack a lunch, bring lawn  
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chairs. It should be comfortable. I've made it my ministry to ensure that the 
cemetery is a peaceful place. 

Everyone at one time or another experiences death, either in their immediate or 
extended families. One of the hardest things that a family can deal with is the 

loss of a close family member. Observing how others deal with their own 
mortality has taught me how to deal with loss. | have learned how to respond, 
even if it is simply to be present in silence as a visible support. A member of our 

parish family has gone home and the entire parish grieves this loss. It is 
important that grieving families know this and can draw strength and comfort 
from it. These people are important to us. 

As | am ministering to people, | am also being ministered to! People’s responses 
have opened my heart. | grieve with them. A member of our parish family has 
gone and they are part of us, whether we know them personally or not. 

My ministry has taught me the importance of being a good steward of time. I've 
learned to spend time with my family and friends, letting them know of my love, 

care and concern for them. I've learned that we must foster good family 
relationships now so that when death does come, the family will be more 
prepared. 

After-care of those who are grieving is so important. People need to know 

parishioners are still praying for them, are still concerned about them. 

Another thing that I've learned is how to reach out to people. In my earlier years 
no one would have described me as being a very social person. | didn't like to go 
to parties all the time, nor did | demonstrate my affections publicly. Now, much to 

the delight of my wife, | find myself reaching out to people with a look, or a hug, 
or a touch on the shoulder. 

My ministry is not just the cemetery. Very often | help people resolve issues, 
help them get to the next step simply by listening. I'm overwhelmed that people 
accept me in this capacity. 

After a thirty-year career in retail, | have begun an entirely new vocation based 
on service, not material things. When | was in retail with a young family | was 

concerned about finances, but now even though | may make less materially | feel 
more satisfied. When we are in need financially, it always seems to work out. 
That totally amazes me. 

| was in the OFM Capuchins for about five years during my late teens and early 
twenties. | thought that | was called to that life. | left not knowing if | had made 
the right choice. | thought that perhaps married life, or secular life was better for 
me and | do not regret that move at all. It was a decision that had to be made. 
But it left a void in my life, too, that was prompting me to give, to be there for  



Pastoral Project, Julie Richards “Sabbath Stories” 21 

someone else. I've been very involved in parish life for many years as a 
Eucharistic minister, a lector, the building committee, but there was still 

something missing. After many years of discernment, | accepted a position here 
at the parish and now that void has been filled. I've had experiences that | never 
would have had. I'm more receptive and open to my family, and extended family 
and friends. The staff members and parishioners, those that support St. John, 
are very much a part of me. That will never change. 

| pray that | am giving something back to the parish - that | have been of service. 
It's important to me that the people of St. John know that a member of St. John 

Parish cares. My family has been very receptive and supportive of my 
responsibilities. | love how they have accepted that my ministry also means 
availability. As | am being taught, my family is also learning by example and that 
is important. They have learned patience. I'm confidant that in their minds and 
hearts, my children are with the Lord. Their response to people is, “What would 
Jesus do?” It's a full circle. 

To work in this capacity for the people of St. John Parish has filled a void in my 
life and has been very gratifying. I'm very grateful to be here. It's more than a 
position or a job. It is a ministry that goes beyond material things. 

Steve Hill can be contacted by e-mail: shill@stjohndavison.org or by phone at 
658-7114. 

Do you feel called to comfort those who moun? Perhaps you might be available 
to be an altar server or an usher at funerals. Please contact the parish offices at 
658-2377 for more information. 

Would you be willing give the gift of time by helping our Bereavement Dinner 
Ministry? Contact Becky Jozsa at 658-1936 for more information. 

St. John Parish offers the services of our Resurrection Choir for funeral liturgies. 
If you would like to be a member of this choir, please contact Julie Richards at 
658-1135 or by e-mail: jrichards@stjohndavison.org 

Are you a good listener? Come and be part of our BeFrienders Ministry. Contact 
Laurie Miles by e-mail: Imiles@stjohndavison.org or by phone: 810- 652-0304, 
ext. 269. 
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| 2" Sunday of Lent il 
Matthew 17:1-2. Jesus took Peter, James and John his brother, and led 
them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before 
them; his face shone like the sun and his clothes became white as light. 

  

Wi Jeanne Clancy is a wife, mother, and grandmother. 
She is a member of CAFE (Catholic Adult Formation 
and Education) team, teaches in the PREP program 
and sings with the Celebration Choir. Jeanne is a 
graduate of the Lay Ecclesial Ministry Program, and 
part of the BeFrienders Ministry. 

| started teaching PREP (Parish Religious Education Program) because they 
didn’t have a teacher for my daughter's grade. My husband was on the 
Education Commission at the time, and there was a stipulation that the spouse of 
someone who served on the commission couldn’t be a teacher because that 

would be viewed as a conflict of interest. | volunteered anyway, but | knew that it 
would never happen. But the PREP director called me and said, “Father said 
you can do it!” So, there | was. | think about how the Holy Spirit worked in that 

avenue because there was a part of me that volunteered because | knew it 
wouldn't work out and then all of a sudden | had to step up to bat. Teaching has 
been fulfilling, even in my worst times, when the children have tried me to the 
max! Every fall, | still get excited about the new PREP year. 1 still feel that push. 

Sometimes | think | get more out of it initially, and the reward for the kids is in the 
future. Maybe ten or fifteen years from now they'll remember what we talked 
about in class. 

The story of the Transfiguration teaches me that we have to take time for 
ourselves. Christ came to serve, and yet he took the time to be away from 
everyone and rest. There are several places in Scripture that speak about this. 
Jesus reveals himself in our quiet times, through the time that we take to rest. 

I've had a very challenging year and | forget sometimes that in all of the 

challenges of this year | need to take time for me. I'm a great believer in serving, 
but | know what it’s like to be exhausted. In times like that I'm reminded that | get 
so worried about everyone else, | forget about me. In that forgetting, my 
relationship with God gets put on the back burner, too. Even though I'm being of 
service, | need one-on-one quiet time with God, too. 

I've been reminded of this Scripture at various times in my life. One time my 
husband was in the hospital and | was worried about him, about the class was 
taking, and many other things. There were all these little dominos colliding with 
each other. | realized that my relationship with God had gone totally off track.  
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When | would try to pray | got angry because | thought my prayers weren't being 
heard. | kept asking God, “Where are you?” It was only when | asked that 
question in the quiet of my life that | got my answer. I'm reminded of the 
importance of taking the time to be quiet — that's when God can reveal himself to 

me. Music ministry, the perfection of babies, my husband's love, the love of my 
family and the beauty of creation all serve as reminders of God's love, but we 
need the personal relationship with God to renew and transform us. 

| wonder why Jesus might have chosen Peter, James and John to see him 
transfigured in this way. Was it because they needed it the most? Were they 
doubtful? Would they be the most involved in his mission? Maybe it was 
because they would be held to a higher standard of believing when others were 
sharing their experiences. | think about Peter being so weak, but Jesus chose 
him for a great ministry. 

This reading always reminds me to take time for me, and to take time to settle 
down to renew my relationship with God. Christ came here to serve and was the 
ultimate example to us. He knew he had to take the time to renew his 
relationship with his Father. | think about that in times when life is hectic; when 

the children are in need, or my husband is in need. Jesus took the time to re- 
connect even though people were always looking to him for healing and 

wholeness. He must have been emotionally drained. We all sometimes feel that 
way in our lives. If we don't take the time for rejuvenation, our relationships and 
our ministries will suffer. 

When we are overwhelmed we must remember to let others minister to us. This 
can be an awesome journey for those of us who are continually ministering to 

others. Letting others minister to us can be a humbling event. It is important for 
all of us to experience the joy of helping and being helped by others. 

More information can be learned about St. John Choirs elsewhere on this 
website, or you may wish to contact Julie Richards at 
jrichards@stjohndavison.orq or by phone at 810-658-1135. 

For more information about the Sienna Heights Lay Ecclesial Minister Program, 
please contact: Nancy Joseph at 517-342-2512 or Sr. Marilyn Bamett at 517- 
264-7690 or mbarnette@siennaheights.edu 

Are you a good listener? Come and be part of our BeFrienders Ministry. Contact 
Laurie Miles by e-mail: Imiles@stjohndavison.orq or by phone: 810-652-0304, 
ext. 269.  
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You can learn more about CAFE by contacting Elaine Ouelette at: 
eouellette@stjohndavison.org 

Would you like to assist with our PREP (Parish Religious Education Program)? 
You can learn more by contacting Elaine Davis by e-mail at 
edavis@stjohndavison.org or Paul Schlegelmilch at 
pschlegelmilch@stjohndavison.org 
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| 2" Sunday of Lent 
  

Matthew 17:1-2. Jesus took Peter, James and John his brother, and led 

them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before 
them; his face shone like the sun and his clothes became white as light. 

Laura Sylvester is a wife, lector, and a eucharistic 
minister. Laura also serves the parish as a member of 

the Faith Ringers Handbell Ensemble, is a member of 
the Celebration Choir and part of the Music Ministries 
Committee. 

When the apostles went up on the mountain and looked at Jesus, Moses and 

Elijah they were dumbfounded. Sometimes I'm that way about my Catholic faith. 
I'm a cradle Catholic and sometimes | go to church and wonder what exactly is 
happening. | can relate to those apostles. Sometimes | wish | had Theology 101 

because | don't understand everything about my faith. I'm still learning. | think a 
lot of us are that way. We go to church. We stand, kneel and sit when we're 
supposed to, and it becomes automatic. We need to stop and realize exactly 
what is happening during the mass. 

| think we have to take what we hear during the mass back out to where we work. 
We don’t have to think that we have to do great things to change the world, but 

everyone can do great things in small ways. I think about the times that we might 
stop and talk to someone at work and offer them a smile or a word of 
encouragement. It's the little things we do that can make a big difference in 
someone’s life. 

And these good things can make a difference in our lives, too. Every day at the 
end of the day, we can challenge ourselves to think of one good thing that 
happened to us during the day. Maybe we can share that with someone in our 
lives. Eventually, we will see more than one good thing happening in our life and 
we can focus more on the positive rather than negative. That's when 
transformations happen. 

I'm so happy to be part of the bell choir and the Celebration choir. Someone in 
the choir once said, “We can always count on Laura to make us laugh.” I'm the 
one who makes a silly comment to ease the tension and give someone a reason 
to smile. That's what | do. It's the way | am. Maybe that laughter will be 
something good that happened to a person that day! 

Being part of the music ministry in our parish has been transforming for me, too. 

I've made new friends and I've grown a lot. It's fun and it's challenging. I'm  
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asking a lot of questions about my faith and that’s a good thing. | think God is 
calling each of us to learn more about him. 

If you are interested in serving the parish as a lector or eucharistic minister, 
please contact our office staff at 653-2377. 

Julie Richards would appreciate the opportunity to speak with you about music 
ministry opportunities. She can be reached at 658-1135 or you can e-mail her at 
jrichards@stjohndavison.org 
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| 4" Sunday of Lent 
1 Samuel 16:7. Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the 
appearance but the Lord looks into the heart. 

  

Mary Fairweather is a wife and mother of two. She is a 
pharmacist, Ecclesial Minister for the Diocese of Lansing, 
is a lector, a Eucharistic Minister and also works with St. 
John Parish RCIA program. 

As a young person half-way through college God called me very profoundly on a 
retreat. [t's very difficult to get confused when you are hearing “Choose the 
straight path” or “Seek me with all your heart.” | was being torn apart in my 
pharmacy classes. | so hoped someday to serve God with my whole self, and | 
couldn't see it with the path | was on. The straight path seemed to mean giving 

up the degree and becoming a nun, and yet that scared me to death. That life 
didn’t seem to be anything | could do, but still there was this inner call. 

| had a good inter-denominational prayer group that | belonged to. They had a 
wonderful prayer life. The call continued and | went home to my mom and told 
her about all of this. She told me, “You can serve God in many ways. You don’t 
have to become a nun.” 

| had to find out who | was. | accomplished a very difficult goal of graduating 
from pharmacy school. | found a lot of friends and was thankful for choosing the 
Catholic church at a very confusing time. |[ felt very strongly that the Church was 
too old and too wonderful and too rich to walk away from. If there were things 
that needed to be changed | wanted to help that change come about. | 
understood that at twenty-three years old. What an awesome gift at that age! 

| came to Davison to work at a job that didn’t pay very much — it was where | had 
done my summer work all through college — and it was close to home, only forty 
miles from all the people that mattered. In the midst of a low-paying job | found 
that this was a place that treated people well, that looked people in the eye, that 
people made friends, and | found myself very happy doing that work. 

I went to St. John’s. My mom told me that the people there were well-known for 
pushing the envelope and being different than other Catholic Churches. The 

pastor, Fr. Wakefield, directed me toward John Cameron, the youth minister. So, 
| began teaching seventh grade, met Dan at the first meeting and was not 
impressed! We would end up at John’s house after teaching classes. John had 
known Dan for a year and he wanted him to meet someone special. He decided 
| could be that person for Dan.  
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We knew each other for about four months before we decided to start dating — 
we watched the Super Bowl together. It took me about four months to size this 
man up: a man with a college education who loved the church, was well-liked, a 
quiet man who was liked by my parents and enjoyed spending time with my 
family. 

I'd asked God for a number of things and, looking back, once | just started 
looking at Dan for who he was, | see that | married my best friend. There were 

the little things. | had worked on the farm and had big hands. | needed someone 
whose hands were larger than mine — someone who could pull me up when | 

was down. We've been married for 27 years and there have been many times 
that he's held me up. He loves me for who | am and has never thought | should 
be anybody different, even when I've failed, even when I've made mistakes. In 
raising our kids he’s had it together. He is calm and strong and so often the kids 

look to him for peace in their lives. What a gift God gave me. 

So, “Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and the evidence of things not 
seen.” 

Hebrews 11:1. My marriage is the realization of things hoped for. I'm so blessed. 
God gave me the ability to see into Dan’s heart. There are things that he told me 
about myself that | didn't believe because my self-esteem wasn't high enough. 
Through college and beyond | keep trying to affirm myself — my need to be in the 

world. It's hard to affirm that you are needed in the world. God created us for 
something. We have a purpose. 

In my mind there is no straight path, it is a complete circle. It is complete when | 
find that piece that makes it complete. | know now that God made me perfect for 
our marriage and for our life together. 

| was not complete in my search for how to serve God until the blessing of the 
Sienna Heights classes. It began with Dan's “yes” to the Diaconate. Dan knew 

he had to pursue his love of the sciences and math, so his “yes” to the Diaconate 
was for him a sense that God had called him to marriage and the Diaconate. | 

wanted to go to those classes with him, but | worked every Saturday so that was 
impossible. 

I know now that the full circle is not complete. | still don’t know where I'm being 
called to, but | know the path. I'm not going to experience the full circle until I'm 

standing at the table with the Lord in heaven. But this point of understanding my 
faith and God's call in my life assures me that | will be called to that table. This is 
a gift | want to sing about! No matter what this life hands out, | know where I'll be 
someday. There is no doubt. | don’t wonder how it will happen. | just let God 
take care of that. God is in charge. Having faith is realizing what is hoped for. | 
have evidence in my life of what is not seen.  
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It's my marriage, it's my understanding of God leading me to His table. Being 
commissioned as a lay minister helped me realize that it is enough to be a 
pharmacist. I'm being called to serve right where | am. If | can help anybody, my 
strongest sense of God is that you are doing the will of God as long as there is 

love in your heart, with a desire to serve. You don’t have to recreate yourself to 
be good for God. God made you exactly the way you are, exactly the way he 
wants you to be. He gave me enough intelligence to handle my job and the 
ability to relate to the average person. 

You don’t have to be poor to serve God. You only need enough to take care of 
your family. Use the rest for what is needed for the community. You have to be 
able to give up the excess. My poverty began when | had to let my children go. 
Although we raise our children to see them grow to be happy and self-sufficient, 
it is difficult to see them grow and do well, and then leave us to make their own 
lives. Indeed, we are rich because we have played a part in this taking place, but 

it is difficult to give them up! It’s grace. It’s the full circle. Eventually they will 
look back to see where their mistakes turned into grace. 

If you would like more information on the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) process, please contact Elaine Ouellette at: 

eouellette@stjohndavison.org 
  

For more information about the Sienna Heights Lay Ecclesial Minister Program, 
please contact: Nancy Joseph at 517-342-2512 or Sr. Marilyn Bamett at 
517-264-7690 or mbarnetie@siennaheights.edu 
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| Palm Sunday 
  

Matthew 26:39. He advanced a little and fell prostrate in prayer, saying, 
“My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet, not as | will, but 
as you will.” 

Todd Babiasz is a husband and father of two. He is 
involved in the parish Administration Committee, the 
Finance Committee and Long Range (Strategic) 
Planning for the parish. He is involved in Men’s Familia 
and facilitates the Splendor of Love program with his 
wife, Tanya. Todd is involved in the Pro-Life 
organization and NFP (Natural Family Planning). 

St. John Parish is deeply entwined in our family life. We could never think of 
going anywhere else because this faith family is such a part of us. Our 
involvement didn’t happen overnight. It was a journey. This parish has been a 
blessing to us. 

My first thought as | read this Scripture passage was of Christ in the garden. He 
knows what is coming next. When I'm faced with stress, this passage reminds 

me that Christ was human, too. | know that whatever situation I'm in, Christ has 
experienced those human feelings and | know that there is nothing to fear. 
Obviously, God is perfect and all-powerful and yet at the same time he 
understands my weaknesses, and knows them because he was human here on 
earth. 

I'm also reminded of the importance of prayer in troubled times. When 
something bad happens, the first thing we want to do is find someone and 
complain about it. We say, “Oh, man, | don’t need this right now. Why is this 

happening to me? This is terrible.” Christ could have done that, too. Instead he 
fell prostrate in prayer and prayed to his Father. This is a good reminder to me. 
When faced with difficulties and challenges, the first thing we need to do is pray. 
Go right to God. 

Anything is possible with God. Jesus asked that his cup of suffering be taken 
from him if it was possible. He put it in the Father's hands, but at the same time 
he understood that if his suffering was the will of the Father, he would endure it. | 
need to remember that | don’t always know the will of God and God knows what 
is best for us. No matter what | want, or what | think, God's will must be done. | 

may not understand it now. | may never understand it. | have to let my faith in  
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God prevail. In the end, God is right and God knows what we need. This lesson 
has been particularly difficult for me. 

There have been many things in my life that I've come to accept that | didn’t want 
to do at first. As much as | would like, it's not all about me! | have to ask myself 
what God's will is in this situation. Will | do what God wants, or will | do what | 
want? 

My wife and | have been getting more involved in the Pro-Life Movement. | value 

life and have children, but | didn’t know that thousands of babies are dying every 
day. When we finally stand before God, he will ask us what we did about that. | 
had to admit that my answer to God would be, “Nothing.” That realization led me 

to be involved in this program. | was very uncomfortable in the beginning. | 
wondered whether people would think | was crazy, out in the middle of Detroit or 
Flint saying the rosary. | prayed for a long time about this, even though in my 
heart | knew | should get involved. | tried to tell God that | didn’t want to do this, 

but in my prayer | found the strength and courage to do it; to give testimony to 
the holiness of human life. 

The same was true with Natural Family Planning. | had never heard of it before 
even though | had gotten married in the Catholic Church. Then my wife went to 

one of the classes. | wasn't really open about it. | knew it was one of the 
teachings of the church, but | didn’t understand it. Initially | didn’t want anything 
to do with it. | thought, “This is weird!” | was very closed off to it. Through 

prayer | realized that | should take a look at it. Over time we even began to 
share our story. God gave me the courage to do it, even though | really fought 
him hard! If | had only paid attention to my will, | would never have gone to one 

of the classes or listened to one of the CDs. Being open to God working through 
me allowed me to do his will. 

Tithing is another example. Early on, | thought, “Wow, that's a lot of money. 

How can we afford to give up that much?” But, eventually we started to tithe and 
God has always provided. We have a car to drive and a roof over our heads. 
Eventually | realized that we have a responsibility to give back to the church. | 
prayed to “let this cup pass, or really, let the basket pass!” and | fought it for a 
long time. Jesus speaks about money quite often in the bible, and God is asking 
for a portion of that income. | resisted that for a long time. | came up with a lot of 

excuses for not tithing. Again, not as | will, but as God wills. It's worked out a 
whole lot better than | could have imagined. 

| look at what | have now and | know that I'm the luckiest guy in the world. 

Trusting in God, putting my discomfort and my doubt in the hands of the Lord 
was difficult in the beginning. Over time, it just gets easier and easier.  
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If you would like further information with regard to Pregnancy Services or Natural 
Family Planning, or the Familia Program, please contact the parish offices at 
653-2377. 

Explore the diverse ministries of our parish and decide which one is right for you! 

Please join us for the liturgies of the Sacred Triduum. 
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| Palm Sunday | 
Isaiah 50: 7. The Lord God is my help, therefore | am not disgraced; | have 
set my face like flint, knowing that | shall not be put to shame. 

Deacon Daniel Fairweather, is a husband and father, child 

and brother. Dan works with the youth group, with engaged 
couples and with families having children baptized. Deacon 
Dan also works with the annulment ministry, is involved in 
St. John Pastoral Council as a representative of the 
Spirituality and Growth commission, and is part of the CAFE 

| (Catholic Adult Formation and Education) team. 

Isaiah 50 stuck with me because the passage begins with 
these words: “The Lord has given me a well-trained 

tongue. ” | actually took that quote while | was in formation for the deaconate and 
it has been on my desk at work to remind me that part of my vocation was based 
on the fact that since | was in grade school people have recognized the fact that | 
could get in front of people and speak. | have always recognized that as a gift 
God has given me that maybe a lot of people do not have. 

The other part of that quote talks about setting my face like flint and that is 
another part of my personal chemistry. | tend not to be very emotional and I've 
always thought maybe I'd like to be somebody that can hold it all together. That 

particular line about setting my face like flint, in spite of all the suffering of the 
Suffering Servant, was something that has always struck me as something that | 
feel | should do. It's not so much that you're not showing emotion, but what | feel 
| should do is offer a positive projection so I'm not dragging other people down 
when they see the way | deal with suffering. 

| think that was part of what attracted people to Jesus. Because of his 
relationship with God even at the worst time, He could still lift up others. For 

instance, look at what he did for the thief on the cross. Jesus was dying and yet 
he took the time to comfort another human being. 

Another example of someone that showed that side was Pope John Paul, II. At 
the end of his life he [the Holy Father] was still showing the world that message. 
Even though he was feeble and in poor health he knew he still had purpose, he 
still had a mission. He was an example of how valuable suffering is. As there is 
more talk about euthanasia, | felt that he spoke strongly to the other side: that all 
human life has value. 

If you are interested in having a child baptized, are in need of an annulment or 
would like more information about annulments, please contact the parish offices 
at 653-2377.  
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If you are interested in being part of the youth group at St. John Church, please 
contact Paul Schlegelmilch at: pschlegelmilch@stjohndavison.org 

You can leam more about CAFE by contacting Elaine Ouelette at: 
eouellefte@stjohndavison.org 
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| Palm Sunday 
  

Matthew 26:39. He advanced a little and fell prostrate in prayer, saying, 
“My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet, not as | will, but 
as you will.” 

Michele Schultz works at Genesys Hospital as the 
Director of Spiritual Care and Parish Nurse Coordinator. 
Michele is Chairperson of St. John Pastoral Council and 
represents the Stewardship Commission on the 
Council. She is a Eucharistic Minister and Lector. 

Matthew is my favorite Gospel and this particular passage speaks to several 
facets of my life these days, both at St. John Parish, which is my foundation, but 
also in my work. It all seems to be conceptual, relational, and it seems that we 

have no control over any of it! A person can lay groundwork that is conceptual 
and hope that the vision a person has will move forward. We have no idea 
where it will all lead, nor do we have control over it because it is not about our 
agenda, it's about God's plan. 

in my professional life | work in Mission, and | report to the Vice-President of 
Mission. It's all about our Catholic identity and reclaiming our Catholic identity. To 
me, this is relational to what we do here at St. John. We know that we are 

Catholic, but what does that mean? As the church changes more and more lay 
people must take on leadership roles. We are witnessing the same thing in 
Catholic Health Care. The sisters aren’t there in numbers anymore. They are 

there in a sponsorship role, turning their ministries over to lay persons. Many of 
us are saying, “We're not ready. Tell us what to do.” The sisters have received 
guidance from God and we must trust that God will guide us as well. 

So, there is a conceptual problem that can go two ways: We can ask who we are 
as Catholics, but we also must ask how other non-Catholic people see us. This 

is a great challenge. | deal with employees from ali faith traditions who are 
working in Catholic health care and understand that we are different and are not 
quite sure why. They lay claim to their own territory there. 

This correlates with the Church as well. We have new people coming into the 

church who see us in many different ways and come to us for many different 
reasons. But we have to ask ourselves what it means to be collectively 
“catholic,” that is, “universal.” 

Some may look at the Catholic Church and see that each individual church has 
its own culture, with people gravitating to a church because they see something  
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there they are looking for. So many people see the Catholic Church as pre- 
Vatican ll and have experienced this in some way. People from that time didn’t 
always feel hopeful. 

Today we need to create hope for people. We need to help people find their own 
identity within the Catholic Church — what it means for them to be Catholic - 
instead of what has been dictated to them. We have to always go back to Christ, 
who only said we had to be a loving people. 

The passage says, “Let this cup pass from me, not as | will but as you will.” We 
must offer ourselves to God so that we can be his instruments of reformation in 
the Church. Through our actions and our involvement, changes will take place. 
I have watched the Pastoral Council evolve. | was on it for a while and then had 
to take a break because my term of service was up. lt is a slow process, but we 
are closer now to realizing a part of that vision and it's very exciting to be a part 
of that. The people around the table have changed a bit. They're now realizing 
that their goal as members is to be representative and inclusive of all the people 
who gather at St. John. It's not about them only, it is about the inclusion of all 
with a total concept of parish. That's the challenge. 

Prayer and dialogue can bring about the redefining of who we are as church. It 
brings about an awareness of the person next to you. Dialogue helps us 
understand each other. The word Catholic means “universal” and we have to 
learn to be inclusive and accepting of everyone. 

We're doing ongoing leadership formation programs for our management at 
work. We have many people that have been there for many years, but don't 
understand that concept of inclusion. These programs are designed to help them 

understand and also bring them into the conversation because we need to 
dialogue about our similarities and differences. 

The church does that, too. We invite people to dialogue about the Scriptures and 
how they relate to our lives. They also invite us to be more tolerant of each other 
in order that we might create the future God has planned for each of us. 

Many churches are not willing to allow this open exchange. Thank heaven for 

our church! We need to explore what is specifically Catholic about us, but also 
what is universal about us, too. 

| work with people in diverse faith traditions and dialogue opens up opportunities 
for everyone to feel accepted. There are more similarities than differences. 
People are on a similar journey, but come to fulfillment on different paths. 
They're looking for acceptance and hope, and they're looking for something that 
gives them some stability in this world. 

Christ's arms are big enough for all of us.  
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We're all invited to have a part to play in this great work of ministry. The 
collective energy of all the members of the church gives voice to who we are as a 

community today and who we are to become as a community in the future. We 
can envision the future but we cannot predict the outcome exactly as it will 
unfold. We have to have faith that it will unfold according to God's plan, letting 
ourselves be instruments of the plan. 

It's the role of the Pastoral Council to set the stage for who and what our St. John 
community is to be. We must create the foundation from which hope flows, like a 

never-ending stream. Each ministry has a responsibility of assuring that hope 
continues to flow, that it doesn’t stop with the people sitting at the table, but 
continues to weave within the different ministries. Sitting together gives us the 
opportunity not only to dialogue, but to act on the Gospel message. “Preach the 
Gospel always. If necessary, use words.” (St. Francis of Assisi) 

We are at a time when a sense of focus is needed now more than ever before. 
Not for our own salvation, but for those yet to come. We need to create an 

environment from which hope springs, creating vibrant ministry so that people 
can not only be a part of these ministries, but benefit from them. 

If you are interested in serving the parish as a lector or eucharistic minister, 
please contact our office staff at 653-2377. 

St. John Pastoral Council invites your observations and ideas. Check this 
website or the parish bulletin for upcoming meeting dates. 
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| Holy Thursday 
  

John 13: 14-15. If |, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your 
feet, you ought to wash one another’s feet. | have given you a model to 
follow, so that as | have done for you, you should also do. 

Bob Colwell is a husband and father of one. Bob 
helps out in the kitchen at numerous fund-raising 
activities for the parish including spaghetti dinners, 
fish dinners and country breakfasts. He is a 
member of the Worship Commission and works 
behind the scenes in the creation of art and 
environment for the liturgical feasts and seasons. 
Bob is also a guitarist and shares this talent with 
St. John Parish at parish liturgies. 

| have always liked this passage. Its theme of serving others has always hit 
home with me. Jesus says that he is here as teacher and master and he has 

washed your feet. That tells me that no one is above another person. Everyone 
can do something for someone else. 

These ideas of service came to me when | went through RCIA (Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) in 1995. Before that time, | didn’t go to church a lot, but | was 
certainly a Christian. We attended a Presbyterian Church now and then. My 
grandma was a Methodist and somehow | never got baptized. When | joined 
RCIA | started to reflect on the Scriptures. Then | was baptized and that was a 
really big thing! 

We talked a lot in RCIA about everyone finding a ministry that they could do, 
some type of service, once you join the church. It doesn’t have to be something 
big like preaching or something everyone considers a ministry. | started thinking 
about my talents. I'm not a born leader, nor do | want to be in charge of 

everything. | am a hard worker, though and when we volunteered at the parish 

festival | did a number of things. The next year | was in the job bank, so | had 
time to help. | was driving fence posts and helping to erect the tents. | did a lot of 
things and it felt good. | liked being the “behind-the-scenes” guy, doing things 

that no one really knew | was doing, but they got done. These are jobs that need 
to be done, and someone has to do them. I'm that guy. My wife and | enjoy 
doing that kind of work at the fish fries and the country breakfasts. That's what 
we do. 

During Memorial weekend | helped out with the sound system at the cemetery 
mass. I'd never done that before, but | realized how hard that must be for one 
person to do. | don’t mind doing the basic hauling and lifting. It has to be done.  



Pastoral Project, Julie Richards “Sabbath Stories” 39 

This holds true even in my professional life. If someone can design it, | can build 
it. If you give me an idea, | can figure out how to get it built. That skill has come 
in handy for the Worship Commission and the art and environment for the parish. 
| help out with lighting and all kinds of other things. 

| try to carry on this attitude of service at work. If something has to get done, the 
boss knows that | will put off lunch to meet with someone or to finish something. 

I'm kind of the “go-to” guy. | try to remain flexible and it has worked out well. If 
I'm needed to stay late to finish a project | try to do that, too. In doing that, | 
seem to get along much better at work. 

We're all in the process of learning what it is to be a disciple. Marriage can only 
work if both partners are willing to do what is necessary at that time. There are a 
certain amount of things that have to get done in a household. One person 
shouldn’t have to do them all. If someone is tied up and can’t do what they are 
normally responsible for, the other person can kick in and get it done. It all has to 
work together. 

Working at all these gatherings leaves me with a good feeling. All these people 
are coming together to socialize, to reconnect and to raise some funds for the 
church. Families have a good time together. It's exciting to see how it all comes 
together and know that you have been part of it. 

When | started working in the kitchen | realized that my efforts helped make a 
nice dinner in a family atmosphere. Because | have cooked in a restaurant 
atmosphere every time | go out to a restaurant, with maybe the service being not 
so great and the food not being quite what | expected, | realize how much hard 
work went into that meal. Every meal after that means a bit more to you. 
Someone has worked hard to feed you. After that, the little things really don’t 
matter as much. 

There have been times at fish fries when we couldn't keep up with the fish. 
Sometimes the oil won't get hot, or a burner goes down. People are patient, 
though, and they appreciate all the efforts and your labor of love. It's a time to 

relax and enjoy each other's company. 

The first time | played guitar at a mass was above and beyond anything | had 

expected. | was hoping that my playing would help someone pray during mass. 
| was hoping that people enjoyed my efforts. 

We go from the table of the Eucharist on Sunday morning to the dinner table in 
our homes. Sometimes we share an evening meal with the parish family. Each 
leads back to the other. Being of service makes me feel like I'm even more a part 
of St. John Parish.  
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If you would like to lend a helping hand at any of the St. John Parish fund-raising 
dinners, please contact Steve Hill at shill@sfjohndavison.orq or phone him at 
658-7114. 

Are you interested in becoming a Catholic? Would you like to learn more about 
the Catholic faith? You can do so by getting in touch with Elaine Ouellette at 
eouellette@stjohndavison.org 
  

Do you play an instrument? Our parish music ministry would be delighted to 

speak with you. Please e-mail Julie Richards at jrichards@stjohndavison.orqg or 
reach her by phone at 658-1135. 

St. John Parish welcomes those who are interested in serving on the parish 

Worship Commission. To offer your time and talent please contact Julie 
Richards at the above e-mail address or by phone. 
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| Holy Thursday 
  

John 13: 14-15. If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your 

feet, you ought to wash one another’s feet. | have given you a model to 
follow, so that as | have done for you, you should also do. 

Bernie Tholl is a husband, father and grandfather. He 
is a lector, serves on the Worship Commission, CAFE 
(Catholic Adult Formation and Education) team, and 
was instrumental in starting the HUP (Helping 
Unemployed People) ministry. 

After retirement, my wife Rosie and | moved to Michigan from the Chicago area 
to be closer to our daughters and grandchildren. While | lived in Chicago | was 
active on my parish’s Worship Commission and on the Pastoral Council. My wife 
and | started the HUP ministry while we were there. We've been members of St. 
John Parish for the past four years and love being involved here. 

The first time this entire passage really hit me was when a priest in Chicago 
asked me to have my feet washed on Holy Thursday. | first thought, “No!” Then 
| thought, “There’s Peter all over again.” Having your feet washed is a very 
humbling experience. It put me in my place, so to speak. That was the 
beginning of my experience with this passage. The night that | got my feet 
washed was significant. | knew the priest very well. When he washed my feet he 
looked up at me and we both had tears in our eyes. 

Later, | realized that if Jesus had done this for others, we had to do it, too. To 

understand what Jesus was doing, we need to understand the history of his time. 
We know that in Jesus’ time there were no nice roads and sidewalks. People 
walked everywhere and it was very dusty. It fell to the lowliest servants in the 
household to wash the feet of those who were entering to visit. Jesus took that 
role, getting down on his knees to wash the feet of his disciples. Jesus is telling 
us that even though he is the greatest, the teacher, he was putting himself in the 
role of the lowliest servant. That realization of the responsibility we have of 
taking care of one another began to grow inside me. 

That's why my wife and | took on the responsibility of helping the unemployed in 
Chicago. We have been able to offer our experience to again help others here in 

Michigan. Our journey has come full-circle.  
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The icing on the cake was the time | attended a conference and was reminded 
about the importance of this Scripture. We were given this image: Every morning 
we are given a fresh bowl of water that we carry with us throughout the day. tis 
our responsibility to wash the feet of all those we meet that day, no matter who 
they might be. It doesn’t matter who it is, whether it is our partner, our spouse, 

the people at work, or a stranger on the street. It doesn’t matter, we just need to 
take care of them. 

This whole journey led me to reflect on the life of Jesus. If we look at Scriptures, 
we will see that Jesus’ whole mission involves taking care of others. We see this 
in his feeding the hungry, curing the sick, raising the dead, letting the little 
children come to him. It’s all about taking care of each other. Each person has 
value. When we wash the feet of another, we need not look above their ankles. 
Christ is present in all of us: rich or poor, single, married, young or old. 

At the end of the day, that bowl of water should be really dirty! After | die, the 
Lord isn’t going to wonder what kind of house | lived in or what kind of car | 
drove, or how much money | had in the bank. These things aren't important. 
What | will be asked is whether | washed the feet of those with whom | came in 
contact. 

Jesus will ask us about the Beatitudes, about feeding the hungry, giving drink to 
the thirsty, clothing the naked and sheltering the homeless, visiting the sick and 

the imprisoned. If we have taken care of our neighbors he will say, “Enter into the 
kingdom!” 

That's why Holy Thursday is so important to me. | still get tears in my eyes when 
| see Father wash the feet of others. | see Jesus doing that for his disciples. All 
the celebrations during the Triduum: Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter 
Vigil are so important. It is our history. It's our life and our salvation. 

I'm so gratified in the fact that St. John Church has a vision of taking care of 
others into the future. We're involved in the North End Soup Kitchen, Christian 
Service and Outreach East, and now we have the HUP ministry. There is very 
real concern for the welfare of those who live in this area. Our parish is trying to 
live the gospel message of taking what we have learned from the Eucharistic 
table and putting it into practice out in the world. We take that responsibility 

seriously. We do not fulfill our obligation to the Lord by simply attending mass on 
Sunday. When we finish each mass we are told, “Go! Take this message to the 
world.” Live what you've just celebrated. Live what you have just done. 
Augustine says, “Become what you eat.” We must pay attention to all the issues 
of social justice. 

Do you have a couple of hours to spend helping our neighbors at the North End 
Soup Kitchen? You can find more information by calling the parish at 653-2377.  
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St. John will celebrate Holy Thursday Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper at 6:30 p.m. on 
March 20, 2008. Please join us for this liturgy and all of the Sacred Triduum. 

You can learn more about CAFE by contacting Elaine Ouelette at: 
eouellette@stjohndavison.org 
  

If you would like help in posting your resume on line or if you would like to be part 

of HUP (Helping Unemployed People) ministry, please call Bernie Tholl at 810- 
245-8559 or e-mail him at rlt1146@aol.com 

If you are in need of food, clothing and financial assistance, please contact St. 

John Christian Service at 653-7725 or Outreach East af 653-7711. 
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| Fifth Sunday of Easter 
  

1 Peter 2:4. Beloved: Come to him, a living stone, rejected by human 
beings but chosen and precious in the sight of God, and, like living stones, 
let yourselves be built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood to offer 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

Joan Boyer is wife, mother of eight, a member of both 
the Celebration and the Resurrection choirs. Joan is a 
talented poet, often sharing her work with her choir 
family. 

This reading reminds me of the way my dad lived. He always put himself last. 
The time from Christ's agony at Gethsemane to his dying at Calvary has always 
touched my soul. No matter what time of the year, when | think of the fact that 

Jesus could take all of that and still forgive is amazing to me. My family calls me 
a pacifist, but [ just think I'm trying to be Christ-like. There is no place in this 
world for violence or name-calling. Sometimes name-calling is the worst kind of 
violence. It can cut deeper than a physical wound. 

| just remember my dad and | try to be like him. Christmas was his favorite time 
of the year. He was buried two days before Christmas, but | still leave a present 
under the tree to remember him and to remind me that his goodness should 
shine from me. | hope | leave that remembrance for my children. 

We all need to do that. We need to build a house within ourselves where we 

decide what is important and how we can make a difference. It's in the simple, 
everyday things we do like offering a smile to someone at the grocery store. Isn't 
that what we're all about? 

My heart stopped beating three times in one day and | realized that no one 

knows when death will come. There is no warning, it just happens. | had no idea 

that my heart had stopped until | came out of it. That's how quick the end will 
come. We don’t have time to fool around! We have to make kindness a priority 
every day. 

I've been reading a series of books by an Episcopal minister. In one of those 
books he describes the Our Father as the perfect prayer. This minister prays 

that prayer daily in hopes of his being a blessing to someone each day. | pray 
that prayer as well, for my kids. | hope that they're a blessing to someone every 
day.  
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We're not perfect! We're all a work in progress. Look at the example we have in 
Jesus. | saw Mel Gibson’s “The Passion of the Christ.” The story is so much 
more vivid when a person actually sees it. It's worse than anyone could imagine 
in their darkest dreams, but it make people feel almost joyful that Christ would go 

through all of that and still say, “Forgive them.” It's so hard to comprehend, but | 
think we all need to work at grasping it. 

My aim in life is that when someone looks at me they see a bit of Jesus shining 
through. The Gospel tells us that this is how we are to be! 

We can't let others build our houses. We must build them ourselves. We have to 
think about what is important. Actually, we are all alone. A person can have a 
family and children, but inside ourselves we are all alone with God. It’s kind of 
like being in a crowd and being all alone. Eventually we've got to build up, as the 
Polish people used to say, “the jewels in our crown.” And we do this on our own. 
We ultimately make our own decisions about what is important in our lives. 

In the end, what people want isn’t the money a person had. What is valuable is 
something tangible, a sentimental object like the gravy boat mother used at 

Christmas or the pan that the bread rose in. It was the favorite little things that 
were important, with all the memories attached to them. 

In our family music is important. When we have a family get-together, we always 
sing our favorite songs, whether that includes “O Danny Boy, “ or “| Will Raise 
You Up.” | know what music means, so being part of the resurrection choir is 

important. | know what it’s like to go to a church where there is no music for a 
funeral. Music is a comfort to people. It is an avenue of healing. One time a 

lady came to me after a funeral and told me that although she was Baptist, she 
had come to many Catholic funerals and just fell in love with the song, “On 
Eagle's Wings.” 

There was no television when | was young and we lived very close to the church. 
My dad used to take the nuns to the doctor and we used to talk to the priests and 
sisters all the time because they would be out for a walk in the evening and 
everyone would be sitting on their front porches watching the kids play. Our 

whole life was church. It wasn’t a bad life. If | could give my children one thing it 
would be their faith. It was hard to send them to a parochial school. It was a 

sacrifice, but we did it. Today they are grateful for that education. Faith is 
everything. Faith is our life. 

| wish everyone felt like | do when | come to church. When | sit with the choir | 
feel that this is probably the only place where | feel that I'm not alone, where | 

belong. When I'm at home, sometimes | don't feel that | belong there as much as 
| belong in church!  
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It is these tangible examples that make a difference. There is a ripple effect. If 
you're an example of Christ's love to one person, they learn how to show that 
love to others. When my children were growing up, | didn’t want them to smoke 
or drink, so | didn’t do it. My mother was the same way. | couldn’t simply tell 
them, | had to show them. 

in ordinary ways we can do extraordinary things! In the normal course of a day, 
in small, ordinary ways, we can have an effect on the world. 

Can you offer a commitment of time and talent within the music ministry of the 
parish? Julie Richards would be happy to receive your e-mail at 
[richards@stfjohndavison.org or she can be reached by phone at 658-1135. 
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| 5 Sunday of Easter 4] 
  

John 14:1. Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
You have faith in God, have faith also in me.” 

Angela Lusty is a fifth-year Senior at Michigan State 
University, majoring in Animal Science with a Pre- 
Veterinary Option. Angie is the accompanist for the St. 
John Celebration Choir. 

Having faith in God, knowing that everything will work out for the best, tells us not 
to be troubled. I'd like to tell you about two big prayers that have been answered 
by God. | had to have faith in God, and trust that he would take care of me. 

There was a time in my life where | was having a lot of trouble. My aunt passed 
away and my boyfriend broke up with me right around the same time. All my 

friends were away, no one was at home to talk to about it all. | was away at 
college and had no one to talk to there. So, | prayed that God would help me. | 
said, “God, | want to have faith in you. | need your help for this to work out. | 
need you to give me a friend, or an angel, or some sort of wisdom so that | can 
get through this.” He did! | started talking to someone that | went to school with 
and we have now been dating for almost three years. We helped each other get 
through a tough part of our lives and it ended up working out better than we had 
imagined. Because | had that faith, God completely took care of me. 

The same thing happened later on when | was in a situation with my roommate 
that was causing a lot of grief inside me. It was making me sick in my soul 
because it wasn't a good situation. | didn’t know how to find a way out of it 
because this person was someone | used to be very good friends with. | didn’t 
want to room with someone that | didn’t know. | prayed that God would find a 

way to change the situation | was in so that everything would work out, or that | 
would find another living situation that would work. A friend of mine knew 
someone who had just had difficulty with her roommate and she was very upset 
because she wanted someone to live with and talk to. My friend thought we 
would get along well together and we decided to give it a try. It has worked out 
better than my wildest imagination. We're both Christians and we're growing 
closer to God just by rooming with each other. 

| trusted in God and prayed to him and he took care of the situation. There are 
still times when I'm anxious or worried, but it's kind of like working out a muscle. 
Just because you work out doesn’t mean that all of a sudden you'll be able to lift 
a lot of weight, but gradually you can build it up. 1 still have to go through things 

ROONEY LIBRARY 
ST. MARY-OF-THE-WOODS COLLEGE 
ST. MARY-OF-THE-WOODS, IN 47876  



Pastoral Project, Julie Richards “Sabbath Stories” 48 

and work them out in my mind. | have to work through it and tell myself to trust in 
God. It's easier each time to know that | can trust in God to take care of me. 

God will continue to send us life lessons, and there will always be challenges in 
our lives. We will learn what God wants from us by placing our trust in him. 

Julie Richards would appreciate the opportunity to speak with you about music 
ministry opportunities. She can be reached at 658-1135 or you can e-mail her at 
jrichards@stjohndavison.org 
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| 12" Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Matthew 10: 29-30. Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not 
one of them falls to the ground without your Father’s knowledge. Even all 
the hairs of your head are counted. 

  

Eugene Forro is a lector, eucharistic minister, sound 
engineer for outdoor liturgies at St. John. Eugene also 
works with the parish video system and as a counselor 
for a feminine health care clinic. 

This verse jumped out at me because it speaks of our Father's care for us and 
his knowledge of our comings and goings and our ultimately our passing from 
this world. | can relate to that in the context of my ministry down at the abortion 
clinic because a lot of times you encounter a lot of hostility. People don’t want to 
be challenged as to what they're doing — the fact that they're taking an innocent 
life. A lot of times the boyfriends or the husbands get very belligerent; they get 
right in your face. I've been threatened a number of times. They say they're going 
to come back and shoot you! 

So, you're in a dilemma. What do you do? Do you tuck your tail and run or do 
you stand your ground? This verse really speaks to that. The Father is there. He 
knows the situation. Saints in the past have faced adversity and resistance from 
those that do not want to know the truth. They've ultimately been maimed, killed, 
or become martyrs. It came down to making a decision. Am | willing to give my 
life or become injured for the sake of these unborn children? That's what it really 
comes down to. 

I've decided to take that risk. Come what may, I'm not going to let threats of 
violence deter me and what | think is the right course to follow. 1 think this verse 
speaks to that. It speaks about the Father's care. He know that I'm putting my 

life on the line and that's very comforting. His presence is with me and with all of 
us facing it down there. 

The Holy Spirit has given me the gift of courage. | was away from the faith in my 
teen years. | studied different religions. When | made the decision to come back 
to the Catholic Church | took my faith very seriously and | prayed, “Lord, make 
me an instrument of your will.” 

Things started happening. | started getting inspired to witness to people. When | 
worked at Windmill Place the prostitutes would hang out there. A lot of times | 
would get this thought while | was going home in my car: “Go witness to them.  
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Tell them about the Lord.” | resisted that. | said, “No, that’s not me. No way am 
| going to go up to them, let alone a prostitute!” 

But for a whole week that thought kept coming to me. It said, “Just go talk to 
them.” So, | worked up the courage and the Lord wore me down! So | said, 
“OK, Lord if this is from you and it's been so persistent and so strong of a thought 
coming into my heart and into my head, OK, I'll try it.” So, when you take your 
faith seriously it will stretch you. It will take you into places where you don’t want 
to go, or where you've never thought of going. It's up to us to say “Yes, Lord!” 
And I'm honest about my feelings. | know I'm not comfortable there, but this is a 
stretch. It's a good thing! 

A lot of times I've found that when | do step out, | get just as much blessing from 
taking the risk and reaching out to others and talking about the Lord than the 
people | talk to. It's a mutual blessing. The verses from Scripture just come alive 
when you take that step and do something that you've never done before. 

Since I've come back to my faith and taken it seriously and cultivated a prayer 
life, I'll see someone on the sidewalk and I'll say, “Hey, do you know the Lord? 
Are you a Christian?” Just to try to get them thinking about it. | never would 
have done that stuff before. If I'm in a situation and there is a chance for some 
conversation I'll eventually come to talk about Spiritual matters just to see where 

they are and get people thinking about things if they're not Christian. 

Here's another example of the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. | was driving around 
and all of a sudden this feeling of the love of God came over me. | saw this guy 

out mowing his lawn. | felt that | should stop and talk to this guy about God, but, 
you know, I'd never done anything like that, so | went on my way. The thought 
stayed with me and my spirit felt troubled that | didn’t listen to this inspiration. 

So, | turned around and went back. | went by this guy's house a couple times. 
He was still out there and | thought “Gee, should | do this or not? It’s kind of ‘out 

there’, you know? | didn’t know this guy from Adam!” So, | finally pulled into the 
driveway and he came over to the car. | said, “How're you doing?” Then | 
explained why | was there. | said, “Are you a Christian?” He said, “Yes.” So | 
told him that | had felt this flowing of the love of God toward him. He said, 
“Funny you should mention that. My wife just lost her brother and we'll be 
leaving to go to his funeral.” | said, “Well, just tell her that | felt the love of God 
coming to you both. | didn’t know what to expect when | came to talk to you, but 
I'm just telling you what | felt.” He said, “Well, I'll tell that to her because she 
could use some comforting. Thank you for sharing that inspiration with us.” 

| drove away feeling good and | hope that it did some good. I'm amazed at what 
the Lord has led me to. Sometimes | say, “OK, Lord, that's enough!” St. Paul 
says that if we ever think we're at the end of our spiritual growth, think again! It's 
a constant refinement if we're open to it.  
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If you would like further information with regard to Pregnancy Services or Natural 
Family Planning, please contact the parish offices at 653-2377. 

St. John Parish welcomes those who would like to assist with the parish video 
system. Please call 653-2377 for further information. 
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| 22" Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Romans 12:2. Do not conform yourselves to this age but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that you may discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and pleasing and perfect. 

  

Tanya Babiasz is a wife and mother. She and her 
husband Todd are involved in Familia, Natural Family 
Planning, the Pro-Life movement and Regnum Christi 
(which focuses on a Christ-centered life and charity). 

This is a beautiful passage for all of us to look at. When | read it many things 
come to mind. This is a passage that warns us of moral relativity. Many people 
think that whatever makes a person happy is OK. If it makes them feel good and 
is pleasing to them, it's OK. The prevailing attitude of society is, “it's all about 

me.” We see other people doing things and we might think that it's alright to do 
them, too. Our culture presently has a fifty percent divorce rate because people 
think that marriage is only a contract. According to society, when you're not in 

love anymore, you move on to be happy. In the present age women have babies 
inside of them, but if that’s not convenient we kill them. Many people see this as 
acceptable because they see others doing it. The legality of it has become our 
moral compass instead of God being our compass. 

Families are being attacked, but we don't see it because we are so busy. We've 
allowed our children to sit in front of the TV or the computer and we've allowed 
ourselves to be involved in activities from seven in the morning until ten at night. 
We don't sit down to family dinners. When Sunday comes, instead of giving the 
Sabbath to our Lord and resting, praying and honoring him, we cram in more 
activities that we couldn’t get done in the week because we were too busy. 

We're at a time in our lives when material things mean a lot. We feel we need 
these things because we've forgotten the difference between wants and needs. 
We work more to get these things and we work more so we can buy even more. 

Then we work all the more to keep our lifestyles up. All cultures have had similar 
issues. 

| find that we're too busy for God. It's not that most of us don't want to have God 
in their lives. We do. We say, “Oh, | should pray more. | should go to church 
more. Someday I'm going to get there.” But “someday” never comes because 
we put our need for possessions in front of our need for God. We seem to put 
God on a shelf and save Him for an hour on Sunday and say, “That's good 
enough for now. I'll work on my relationship with God later.” Maybe we don’t  



Pastoral Project, Julie Richards “Sabbath Stories” 53 

even think about God until something terrible happens, like September eleventh, 
or we experience some other crisis in our lives. In times like that we either 

decide to forget totally about God, or we finally get on our knees and pray to Him. 

This passage speaks about renewing our mind so that we can discern what is 
pleasing to God. When we're on the go we don’t put Christ at the center of our 
lives. Today's culture tells us that we can’t be perfect, so we shouldn't even try. 
We can't be perfect on our own, but with the Grace of God we can try to be holy 

and good for Christ. We can try to be better people by loving him. 

This passage is clearly not about other people. It's written for us. It doesn’t ask 
us to judge others, but invites us to look at our own everyday lives and transform 
them into something pleasing to God. 

The Church runs counter-cultural to society. In society, we have so many people 
on anti-depression medication. Children are committing suicide and there are 
shootings in the schools. People who follow society's rules aren't happy, but 
they are not willing to come to God. 

When Todd and | got married we were ready to start our jobs. We weren't ready 
to start a family, so we used contraception. We had plans. We had our house 
and we had to work constantly because we felt we couldn't have children until we 
had enough money saved and our house was right and we had good vehicles. 

Then the day came and we decided to have a baby. | thought | would take a 
year off, and then go back to work. But God sent us this baby and it changed our 
lives. Our child forced us to slow down because of everything you have to pack 
to go anywhere with an infant! | think this was a blessing from God. 

Then we began to learn about Natural Family Planning (NFP). We started to 
realize that we didn’t need new cars or a bigger house. These things didn't 
matter. Our little house was big enough no matter how many children God would 
send us. | decided to stay at home to be with the children. 

When we had new clothes and new cars, our lives were empty. God came into 
our lives and allowed us to see that he needs to be in control and in the center. 

When we put God in the center of our lives we are able to push other things 
away. We've replaced our TV in the living room with a statue of Our Lady of 
Fatima. We also have the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary there along with our family bible. When | walk into the house, I'm reminded 
of what is important in our lives. I'm reminded to ask myself whether | have 
praised and acknowledged the Lord today. 

Very early in our marriage we were involved in worldly matters. It's only by the 
grace of God that we are able to step back from that. My favorite quote is, “Live 
simply so others can simply live.” I'm trying to teach that to my children. We live  
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in a small house, so we can’t have a lot of things and that’s good for us. It keeps 
us grounded in what we need versus what we want. We have only one income, 
which forces us to look only at what we need. 

I'm so grateful for all of that. We've slowed our lives down. We spend time 
together as a family on Sunday, reading, giving the Sabbath to the Lord, trying to 
break away from the world and break into Christ. 

This is not always easy. Some people judge us negatively when they walk into 
our house. But it just makes us pray more because God is beautiful and great 
and our life and our marriage have never been better. The emptiness we 
experience before has been filled. 

God is clearly telling us his plan for us. We simply need to slow down and listen. 
This can be a hard thing to do. Because we have adopted this way of life doesn’t 
make us perfect people. We still have to make that choice each and every day. 
We have to choose to be good and holy and pleasing to the Lord on a daily basis 
and it can be a struggle. We have to put hs will of God first into our decision- 

making and let him lead us. 

If you would like further information with regard to Pregnancy Services or Natural 
Family Planning, or the Familia Program, please contact the parish offices at 
653-2377. 
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| 25" Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Isaiah 55:6-9. Seek the Lord while he may be found, call him while his is 
near. Let the scoundrel forsake his way, and the wicked his thoughts; let 
him turn to the Lord for mercy; to our God, who is generous in forgiving. 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says 
the Lord. As high as the heavens are above the earth, so high are my ways 
above your ways and my thoughts above your thoughts. 

  

Anita Ahearn is a wife, mother and grandmother of 
twelve. Anita is a writer and has published a book 
entitled Copper Ridge Chronicles. She is currently a 
member of the Resurrection Choir and involved in 
Knitting Info The Mystery, and the Tuesday Scripture 
Study. 

| love the poetry of Isaiah. It's so easy to pray with the words of Isaiah because 
this book is so descriptive. It is a book for all times and seasons and whenever | 
open it, the words become new to me because I'm coming from a new place in 
my life. 

Isaiah 55 starts with an invitation to grace and beginning of the chapter talks 
about coming to the water, which always reminds me of that beautiful hymn we 
sing in church. And I'm so grateful that we sing the psalms, simply reading them 

seems to lose something for me. Music touches us in ways we can only imagine. 

“Seek the Lord while he may be found.” | couldn’t understand that line at first 
because God can be found everywhere. | believe that we choose to place 
ourselves in God's presence. God won't come to us uninvited, so it's my choice 
to invite God. So, as long as I'm in a state where | choose to walk the way of 
prayer, | initiate this relationship. 

The next line talks about the scoundrel forsaking his ways and the wicked his 
thoughts. We've all been scoundrels at one time or another and I'm included in 
that. So, | felt that when I'm being a scoundrel, I'm not thinking about God, I'm 
thinking about being a scoundrel! What | want is more important than what God 

wants. | feel so blessed in my life to have been a scoundrel and to know that 
there is never any time that a relationship with God is impossible. No matter 

what rotten thing I've done or said, God is waiting. He is there. 

| love the last part of the quotation, be God himself is speaking. You have to be 
patient and wait. Then, God will speak and everything comes around right. That 

has happened to me so often that | am deeply convinced it’s true.  
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There is a security of knowing that God is always present. All | need to do is turn 
from my worldly ways and see his face. He's there, waiting. | think of the story 
of the Prodigal Son. The father is running as fast as he can to the son, so happy 
to see this sinner coming home. That's how | see God, running down the road to 
me, so thrilled that I'm putting the world aside for a little while. 

Our house faces west and we get to see beautiful sunsets. | look out at the 
neighborhood and usually there isn’t a soul outside. | see the sky with its hues of 
purple, orange and pink and | think, “This is for me!” | can’t get over this 
immense gift! It's the realization of God's omnipresence. 

I'm always seeking ways to feel closer, to learn how to be closer to God. It's 
easy be distracted by the world. Nearly anything good can be turned into an 
obsession. For instance, a person likes to exercise must take care that it doesn’t 
overtake their life to the exclusion of their responsibilities to their family. 
Something that is essentially good can be taken too far. 

“As high as the heavens are above the earth, so high are my ways above your 
ways.” | find this so reassuring. Sometimes | feel that the weight of the world is 
on my shoulders. When | remember this Scripture verse | think, “Yes! Thank 
God! | don’t have to worry anymore.” All that weight falls off my shoulders. 

Do you knit? Perhaps you would to join our parish knitting group “Knitting Into 
the Mystery.” Contact Elaine Ouellette at: eouellette@sfjohndavison.org 

  

Tuesday Scripture Study meets every Tuesday at 10:00 in the Family Center. 

St. John Parish offers the services of our Resurrection Choir for funeral liturgies. 
If you would like to be a member of this choir, please contact Julie Richards at 
658-1135 or by e-mail: jrichards@stjohndavison.org 
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