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A New Dimension for Ministry of Care: 

Re-membering Inactive and Alienated Catholics 

PROJECT PROPOSAL 

God’s reconciliation efforts with humankind are as old as creation. 

Although beyond creation, God is with it, constantly urging life to move 

from incompleteness and brokenness to wholeness, freedom and 

reconciliation. Research supports the reality of this process: recent surveys 

indicate that approximately 45% of our fifteen million young adults who are 

twenty two years old and younger become church dropouts. On an 

optimistic note, 24% return by the age of twenty-five years and 53% by the 

time they are thirty. However, this “in and out” activity during the young 

adult stage calls for genuine spiritual leadership and supportive parish life so 

as not to lose effective participants and effective leaders for the future Church. 

It behooves us, as responsible disciples, to evangelize, to reach out and invite 

“fringe” Catholics into a clearer understanding of Jesus and his message (Hoge, 

Converts, p. 83). 

Scripture itself demands evangelization that invites repentance and 

return. Both the Jewish and Christian Testaments contain strong evidence 

that conversion, with regard to reconciliation to God, is an important part of 

God's salvific plan. Hosea, seven centuries before Christ, wrote of God's long- 

suffering love for Israel and hope for their return. 

I will espouse you to me forever: I will 
espouse you in right and justice, in love and in 
mercy. . . and you shall know the Lord. (Hosea 3:21- 
22)  



In the book of Joel, the prophet summons the people to repent: 

Return to me with all your heart, with 
fasting, weeping and mourning. (Joel 2:12) 

And nothing is more reconciling and hope-filled than the words of the 

prophet, Jeremiah, as he proclaims the gift of the new covenant yet to come 

for the people of Israel. 

The days are coming says the Lord, when I 
will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 

and house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant 
I made with their fathers the day I took them by the 
hand to lead them forth from the land of Egypt. 
(Jer 31:31-32) 

Jesus is the link between the Jewish and Christian Testaments. One of 

the most enduring facts we know is that he ate and drank with sinners. Many 

religious leaders of his day thought that these socially rejected people were 

not the type of people to whom a true Messiah would minister. However, 

the Christian Testament records that Jesus was compassionate toward them 

and forgave them and that this ultimately led to his death. Thus, forgiveness 

is at the heart of the mission of Jesus who came into the world to save us and 

reconcile the world to its loving Creator. 

The ministry of Jesus toward the sinner has been the ministry of the 

Church. The Church points away from itself to the God who is in the world 

to console and not chastise, to support and not overthrow, to save and not 

condemn. If God can do so much in and for the world, the Church can do no 

less. The Church must be, therefore, the “fundamental sacrament” of God's 

promise and deliverance of the reign of God in Jesus Christ. It is the 

“sacrament of universal salvation” (Lumen Gentium, n. 48). As such, the 

church has a serious task of bringing God's kingdom to completion. Like the  



life of Jesus, it is directed toward the poor and broken, offering them healing, 

reconciliation and forgiveness. 

Why do people leave the Church? They leave for all kinds of reasons. 

* Some experience reaction to the bureaucracy of 
organized religion. 

Others have been hurt by the clergy, nuns, the parish 
community and changes in the Church. 

Many have a cluster of painful situations present in 
their lives - divorce, an unaccepting parish 
community and/or family. 

Some find the parish services unstimulating and 
transfer their allegiance to another denomination. 

Many have experienced a shift in their values and 
attitudes - the secularized, the disappointed. 

Some move frequently and have no roots - 
geographical transplants. 

Becoming Church, a reconciling community, calls us to a new way of 

acting. It is a call, characterized by our baptismal commitment, to reach out to 

all who are separated from us. Bishop Michael Sheehan, in a pastoral letter, 

“Making Evangelization A Priority”, described this call: 

No more unfriendly, hurried coldness at the doors 
and in the pews, let there be life. 

No more insensitivity to the prophetic teachings of 
the church on justice and peace, let there be love. 

No more refusals to share with others the good 
news of Jesus Christ and the importance of his 
body, the church, let there be joy. 

It is my hope that, with the parish I minister, we be transformed into a 

reconciling community, opening the doors to those who have left, providing 

an invitation for them to accept Jesus’ gift of reconciliation and salvation - no 

strings attached. And because reconciliation is a process that continues as  



long as there is discord within our own lives and within our own 

communities, it is my hope also that we, as a parish, develop a deeper 

understanding about love, forgiveness and our own goodness. 

Clearly enough, it is not the aim of this pastoral project to find surefire 

ways of bringing inactive Catholics back to confession. Rather, it is my 

intention to focus on the Good News of Jesus that gives meaning to loving 

forgiveness and reconciliation. It will then be possible to understand, in faith, 

the process of conversion and its expression in the Christian community. 

The goal of this pastoral project is to develop a process of 

evangelization that would provide a safe place for people to take a second 

look at the Catholic faith community. The target audience for this 

evangelization would be ministry to the inactive or the alienated members of 

our parish community. These are the people who, for a variety of reasons, 

have largely disassociated themselves from involvement with Church or 

parish. 

Research, as well as informal experience with inactive or alienated 

members, reveals common experienced emotions: love, hate, fear, anger, 

apprehension, loneliness, joy, hope, peace, etc. And as our own 

understanding of the reconciliation journey deepens, to God through others, 

we become more aware of mutual common bonds. Thus, it becomes essential 

that we involve the “seekers” in the development of our ministry of 

reconciliation. “We have much to learn from them as they give evidence to 

the Spirit's presence in their journey” (Kemp, p. 196). It is my belief that we 

do not have to be trained theologians to share what we believe, and to speak 

honestly about our faith as we trust in the work of the Holy Spirit. 

Disassociated Catholics deserve a supportive community within which 

they can safely ask questions, discuss Church issues and Church changes and  



deal with difficulties. It is only “right and just” that they have an opportunity 

to be with ordinary Catholics who are trying to live their faith. It is “right and 

just” that we provide a loving environment in which they can come to terms 

with the Church and themselves. On the other hand, it is “right and just” 

that active Catholics take their rightful place as evangelizers - participating in 

Christ's healing ministry by opening their hearts to those who are away. In 

community, we will all have an opportunity to grow in faith and to learn 

from the spiritual journeys of one another. 

A study document, entitled The Evangelization of the Modern World, 

was released about the time of the Synod in Rome in 1974. The pastoral 

spoke of the spiritual hunger and thirst so evident in the world today, a 

hunger and thirst that can only be satisfied by the person of Jesus and his 

Good News. The bishops spoke of this era as a time ripe for renewed efforts at 

evangelization. It is now time for us to become responsible disciples. 

 



IL. A PLAN OF ACTION FOR A PASTORAL RESPONSE: GOALS, 
OBJECTIVES, AND IMPLEMENTATION DESIGN 

Goal I. To provide an opportunity for parish ministers to become 
knowledgeable and effective for the ministry of evangelization. 

Objectives: 

1. To better participate in the gradual revelation of the mystery of 
salvation. 

To carry out the responsibility we have, as disciples, to share the 
gospel with all. 

To gain a deeper understanding of why people become inactive 
members of the Church, the emotions behind their reasons for 
leaving, as well as the reasons themselves. 

Implementation Design: 

I Attend leadership conferences for training parish ministers. 

A. Re-membering Church, North American Forum on the 

Catechumenate. 

B. Landings, Designed by John P. Campbell C.S.P. 

Develop an evangelical ministry process that will enable the 
pastoral ministers and the parish community to welcome 
inactive and alienated Catholics to take another look at the 
Church. 

Goal II. To begin efforts at creating an attitude and spirit of 
evangelization in the parish community. 

Objectives: 

1. To recognize that evangelization is a central mission of the 
Church. “The Church exists to evangelize” (Pope Paul VI, 
Evangelii, n. 14). 

To use our evangelization model as an ongoing participation in 
individual and communal conversion among active 
parishioners.  



To experience the healing touch of the Incarnate Jesus in time 
and space; to know God's healing, unconditional love through 
one another. This healing love was and is especially directed to 
the wounded and broken. A parish committed to continue the 
evangelizing style of Jesus needs to continue his mission of 
healing. 

Implementation Design: 

1. 

Goal 111. 

Objectives: 

1 

Solicit the blessing of the pastor, the support of our 
evangelization team and the active involvement of our parish 
community through our sacramental life, witness and prayer. 

A. Meet with the Evangelization team of the parish: 

1) To reflect upon our Evangelization Mission 
Statement. 

2) To invite the team to be involved in all aspects of 
the project: public-relations, announcements, 
planning of the sessions and the recruitment of the 
“companion team.” 

Recruit a “companion team” of six to eight active 
Catholics who assist in welcoming three or four returning 
Catholics. These people will be active members of already 
existing “care programs” who exemplify the 
evangelization spirit. 

1) To hold a training session. Their ministry will 
consist of, although not limited to, an offering of 
listening ears, kind words, prayerful spirits, and 
shared experiences. 

To reach out to inactive and alienated Catholics in a stance of 
reconciliation toward them. 

To give participants an opportunity to talk about their anger, 
hurts, guilt and pain. 

To provide an opportunity where broken relationships can be 
mended. Alienated Catholics need time, catharsis, ventilation, 

healing, update, spiritual renewal, and positive experiences of 
Church.  



Implementation Design: 

1. The St. Aloysius Re-membering team and the returning 
participants will meet in six (two hour) sessions. 

Each meeting will consist of the following format: 

A. Official Welcome. The facilitator welcomes all who have 
gathered. In the opening remarks, the importance of 
confidentiality is stressed. All are asked to respect one 
another’s views and issues and to consider the evening a 
sacred space. Whatever is said must remain in the sacred 
space. 

Check-in time. A few minutes are taken for this activity 
in order to establish respect for one another’s particular 
“state” at the time of the groups gathering. For example, 
one may say, “I have been sick, so I'll probably be very 
quiet this evening.” 

Prayer. An approximately ten minute prayer experience 
will consist of centering time, reflection response time 
and a closure. Ideas for prayer will include creating an 
environment with music, candles, visuals, banner, oils, 

incense, and various seasonal and liturgical themes. 

Sharing of Stories. An important part of this process is 
the sharing of stories of hurt and alienation. Wounds 
have to be lanced and participants need to examine their 
roots and their reason for becoming separated. This stage 
is a delicate one, requiring great sensitivity on the part of 
team members. 

By sharing common faith stories, great insights can be 
gained in solving problems and understanding what 
needs to be changed. 

Story starter questions will be available, for example: 

a. What important events, people, situations 

have shaped your life? 

What was your early Church experience? 

What provoked you to leave your church? 
Or what were some of the good/bad times, 
highs and lows in your journey?  



Can you name the hunger, sense of loss, 
something hoped for? What drew you to, or 
back, to the church? 

Who and what helped you on the return 
journey? Who and what did not help? 

f. From where do you draw strength? 

(All others who are present act as listeners only, respecting 
confidentiality.) 

Responses to the story telling. Listeners respond with 
simple gratitude, or comment on what struck them or 
what they most identified with from their own life 
experiences. Some suggestions are as follows: 

a. Why does this part of his/her story move 
me? 

What point in the person’s story do I identify 
with the most? 

Is there a connection between this person’s 
story and mine? 

What is God saying to me through this 
person’s story? 

How can I let the person telling the story 
know that I appreciate or identify with the 
gift of his or her story? 

Discussion questions. The group will discuss one 
contemporary theme each week. Each person will have 
three minutes to share theological reflections on the 
following themes: 

a Who is God to us? Who are we to God? 

b. Why follow Jesus? 

C. What is Church? 

What is it that holds us all together? 

Sacraments - What do we celebrate?  



How do sin and forgiveness - holding on and 
letting go - affect us today? 

How do life styles - married, single, divorced - affect 
us today? 

How can we explain contemporary suffering, 
illness, death, and after death? 

Consideration will be given to the members of the group. 
Themes can be subject to change to adapt to the group’s needs. 
(Campbell, Landings pp. 5-16) 

III. TIMETABLE FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF PROJECT 

May, 1991 

1 Form a Parish Evangelization Team. 

2 Submit evangelization Mission Statement and Project Proposal. 

June, 1991 

1. Attendance at evangelization leadership conferences. 

2 Consultation Sessions. 

July/August, 1991 

1. Prepare and place welcoming cards in the church benches. 

2. Send a letter to all parishioners inviting them to suggest names of 
those who might be interested in re-connecting with the Church. 

September |October, 1991 

1. Send letters of invitations and meet personally with possible returnees. 

Send letters to all who have been recommended as “companion” 
possibilities. Invite them to a training session. 

November, 1991. 

1. Workshop for “Companion” Team. 

Preparations for Parish Mission. 
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December, 1991/January/February, 1992 

1 Implementation of the Re-membering sessions. 

2. Organization of retreat experience for companions and returnees 
during our Parish Mission. (Possible reconciliation) 

March, 1992 

1 Participation in the Parish Mission. 

2 Evaluation of the Project. 

Writing of the reflection paper including results of the evaluation and 
consequences, a theological reflection on the project, including major 
theological themes and the results of the Project. 

1992 

Complete final drafts of Pastoral Project. 

Submit project thesis to graduate faculty. 

METHOD AND CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 

At one of the final retreat sessions, group members will be asked to fill 

out an evaluation form (Appendix F). Responses will be compiled and saved 

for a follow-up meeting at which time the team will discuss what needs to be 

improved, what went well, problems that surfaced, etc. 

The questionnaire will consist of issues regarding: 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Length of time 

Catechetical input 

Importance of discussions, faith sharing and reflections 

Value of the Parish Mission 

The results of the questionnaire and team input will help to determine 

if the goals of the project were accomplished.  



V. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROJECT 

A. INTRODUCTION 

The inspiration for this project was the result of my interest and 

involvement on the Evangelization Committee in the Diocese of Toledo 

Synod process that ended in 1990. Synod statistics revealed significant 

dropout and alienation trends in the American Catholic church. These 

statistics indicate a radical need to evangelize. While evangelization may be a 

new word for many Catholics, the ministry of evangelization has existed 

within the church since the time of Christ. It is a ministry of helping people 

on their way to the Lord - which is our purpose in life and our mission. Our 

response to mission challenges us to learn how to minister to people with 

vastly differing needs and to help them feel at home in a church where, many 

times, people have been strangers to one another. 

It has become more evident to me within the past recent years, that it is 

within small Christian communities that genuine concern and warmth 

prevail. Such communities are ideal for developing and passing on the faith 

in a personable and non-threatening manner. It is within this context that I 

consider the significance of each person’s responsibility to reach out to our 

inactive or alienated Catholics. 

An increasing number of lay ministers is one of the striking features of 

contemporary Catholic parish life. This is evident in our parish where lay 

ministers are involved as lectors, Eucharistic ministers, council members, 

facilitators and directors of various renew programs, Scripture study groups, 

RCIA, religious education and social/spiritual out-reach ministries. Thus, 

this evangelization design will focus on lay leadership for all are called to 

evangelize through baptism and our communion with God.  



 



PRELIMINARY ACTIVITIES 

In May of 1991, the parish evangelization team was formed. Personal 

contacts were made to those who were already visibly active in many of our 

reach-out ministries and invitations were extended to all through our parish 

news letters and bulletins. Five people attended the organization meeting, 

including myself. Reflecting upon parts of Pope Paul VI's Evangelization in 

the Modern World and our own giftedness, we concluded that parish 

evangelization had already begun and was evident through the celebration of 

our parish liturgies, our many care ministries to the poor, elderly, sick, 

bereaved and our hospitality ministry. However, as a catalyst in our faith 

community, we would, through our efforts, encourage the parish community 

to become a welcoming presence in the broader community. We would begin 

by making them aware of the need to reach out to our own “fringe people” 

who no longer celebrated with us at the table of the Lord. 

In conclusion, we wrote an evangelization mission statement 

(Appendix A) and submitted it to our Pastoral Council along with the 

proposal to begin the new ministry of care program which we named “Re- 

membering Catholics.” 

In June, I attended two evangelization workshops to gather ideas for 

our own parish design. Both of the workshops, Re-membering Church, with 

Rev. Robert Blondell from Sterling Heights, Michigan and Landings authored 

by John P. Campbell, provided me with excellent background materials and 

information. I also had the opportunity to personally consult with both 

priests and received valuable information about the evangelization process. 

Our parish purchased the license for the “Landings” process. 

Throughout the summer, welcoming cards (Appendix B) were 

prepared and placed in the church benches and an open letter ( Appendix C)  



encouraging them to recommend the names of any inactive family member 

or neighbor who might be interested in talking to someone about taking 

another look at the Catholic Church. 

We received four responses from our pew cards and eight responses 

from our parish letters. A personal letter (Appendix D) was sent to each 

potential candidate giving them an opportunity to consider joining our “Re- 

membering” sessions. This was followed by a personal phone call to each of 

the twelve who responded and a personal home visit to four of them. 

What I discovered after the calls and personal visits was that our 

“fringe” people are, in general, good people. They are people who may have 

left the institution, but have not lost their faith. It is their experience and 

perception of the Church of the past that has affected their present 

relationship with the Church and their family. What they really need, above 

all, is to feel wanted, accepted and connected to the Church community. My 

only disappointment was that out of the ten possible candidates it appeared 

that only four would be able to attend the sessions. 

One of the most important ingredients for the success of the project 

was to find a companion group that could guide our candidates through the 

process of reconstructing their spiritual history and examining the Scriptures 

and the Creed. This companion team of six was formed through the 

recommendations of the pastor, pastoral leader and members of the 

evangelization team. We looked for faith-filled people, capable of walking 

with the penitent along the journey to reconciliation, able to listen and share, 

but not judge; be sensitive, but not thin-skinned. Letters were sent to ten 

possible candidates (Appendix E). 

The companion team of six attended a training session on October 14th. 

Early in the session, we understood that, as a reconciling community, we  



would need to be aware that people come to the process with hurts, wounds 

and scars. We would need to help our participants face and name their pain. 

Patrick Brennan suggests that the best and safest way to do this is through the 

sharing of stories. Storytelling helps people get in touch with different 

dimensions of their histories and their lives. The more stories that are 

shared, the more the real areas of hurt and brokenness will be revealed. 

Reconciliation is the healing of such hurt. And the beginning of healing is 

the naming of these hurts (Brennan, Reconciling, p. 69). 

The atmosphere in which the sessions are conducted is to be informal 

and friendly, with refreshments always available. Each session begins with a 

reading from Scripture and prayer, carefully chosen to create a climate of trust 

and affirmation. 

One major goal that emerged was that we would sound only positive 

notes during the sessions. Discussion, not arguing or trying to drive home a 

point, is of utmost importance. For it is in dialogue that people begin to share 

and explore their experience of life. Dialogue also helps people to relax and 

form bonds of understanding. 

A second major goal that emerged was that we, in a polite but firm 

manner, sidestep giving downpat answers to questions. Giving answers 

alone do not change people’s attitudes. When they get their heart in the right 

place, many questions answer themselves automatically. 

Other goals included: 

% To remain compassionate and active listeners at all times. 

* To be pastoral ministers rather than teachers. 

To help change attitudes, not become experts in doctrine. 

To invite inactive Catholics to “come and take another look at 

the Church.” No commitment is required.  



 



After “role playing” the first session, (pp. 18-19) the companion team 

felt relaxed and confident. The general concensus was that we were happy to 

have this opportunity to grow in our own faith journey as well. The words of 

Jesus, “Go make disciples of all nations,” (Mt 28:19) demand that we become 

more directly and actively involved in our call and mission to discipleship. It 

is necessary to evangelize each other in order to experience the healing power 

of God. Only then can we see and respond to people who are hurting and 

alienated. We have no choice, but to accept the challenge of learning how to 

incorporate people with vastly differing needs and to help them feel at home 

in a Church where, too often, people have been strangers to one another. 

We were convinced that the small base Christian community we were 

planning to form would be the ideal way for developing and passing on 

renewed faith in a personable and non-threatening way. It is within this 

context that I personally consider the significance of each Catholic Christian's 

responsibility to evangelize, to reach out and invite our inactive brothers and 

sisters into a clearer understanding of Jesus, his message, and an updated 

understanding of what Church is all about. It is only in this way that the 

personal baptism commitment to our Lord is not only a possibility, but a 

reality for all of us - companions and participants as well. 

 



C. RE-MEMBERING SESSIONS 

SESSION 1 

Our Image of Self - Our Image of God 

To explore who we are and how our understanding of self has 
changed. 

To explore our understanding of God and how our 
understanding of God has changed. 

Steps and Content of the First Session 

1 Greetings and hospitality before the session begin 

Our “Re-membering” companion team of six was on hand to welcome 

four returning participants. After informal introductions and a trip to the 

refreshment area, we gathered to begin our first session. 

The atmosphere was carefully planned. We sat in comfortable chairs 

facing each other. Soft music, enthronement of the Sacred Scriptures and a 

lighted candle aided in establishing a sacred and safe place for our small 

Christian community. 

2. Check-in exercise 

We introduced ourselves to the group by stating our name, two 

positive things about ourselves, and what brought us to this first session. The 

hesitancy the group had regarding the statement of good things about self is 

indicative that it is much easier to remember the negative than the positive 

experiences that have affected our lives. The participants were grateful 

someone cared enough to invite them to come and explore. Two members 

stated that they had waited long for such an opportunity. We concluded that 

this would be a reconciliation time for all of us - a time of rebirth for our  



returning participants and a time of conversion for our parish community 

represented by the companion team. 

Each participant was given a folder which contained an outline and 

description of the process. Guidelines for listening, discussing, and the 

necessity of confidentiality were explained. I reminded the group that our 

purpose was to gather as the people of God - all in need of healing and 

reconciliation. It would be our task, during these sessions, to journey 

together toward a deeper and more loving relationship with the Lord, with 

each other, and with the Church. We agreed, that while it is true that 

individuals can forget and wander from the values of Jesus, it is also true that 

the community can forget and wander from some of its members. 

3. Opening Prayer: Ephesians 3: 14-21. 

This passage was selected because it expressed the goals of this session. 

“...that he may grant you in accord with the riches of his glory to be 

strengthened with the power through his Spirit in the inner self.” When one 

enters into a deeper relationship with Christ, one becomes stronger, more 

capable of loving and being loved, and better endowed to cope with life. The 

reading was followed by a silent reflection on the hymn “By Name I have 

Called You” by Rev. Carey Landry based on Isaiah 45: 2,3,4 and the “Our 

Father.” 

4. Spiritual Journey Story 

I was prepared to tell my faith story this first week. The focus of the 

story was based upon my personal struggles with religious life prior to 

Vatican II and the gratitude I had of the friends who helped me grow into a 

better person, and of the refreshing expectations of changes that were already 

occurring in the Church.  



Response to the Faith Story 

Each participant had an opportunity to respond with a simple “thank 

you,” or comment on how he/she identified with the story from their own 

experience. I could feel compassion and understanding from the group. 

Their response led me to believe that these sessions would never work unless 

we give each participant the opportunity to express their experiences, positive 

and negative, at every step of the way. 

6. Break 

Questions for Discussion *(See footnote) 

Who are we? Are we good or not good? 
How has my understanding of self changed over the years? 
How has my understanding of God changed over the years? 
When were the difficult moments when it was hard to believe 
in God? 
When were the times it was easier to believe? 
What do you think of God today? What does God think of you? 

Summary of Discussion and Reflections 

In general, we are good people, law abiding, tax paying, child-loving 

and decent citizens who love God. One person recalled the song reflection 

and read from Isaiah 43: 2-4: 

“I have called you by name, you are mine...I 
am Yahweh, your God, your Savior. You are 
precious in my eyes, You are honored and I love 
you.” 

We must be special because we were made in the image and likeness of our 

Creator, both male and female. 

However , in our weakness, we all sin - practicing and non-practicing 

Catholics alike. But the Lord says: “Though your sins be like scarlet, they 

may become white as snow” (Is 1:18). What is most difficult is overcoming 

the guilt that non-practicing Catholics feel. They feel alienated from the  



Church and their families from whom they want support and love. Besides 

the guilt and alienation, there is added pain because they long for 

reconciliation and a return to the Eucharistic table. 

The focus of discussion abruptly turned to confession. A few people 

spoke about how unfortunate it was that one’s relationship with God in the 

past, depended upon confession. Images of the fires of hell, angry priests, 

memorization of the sins, and God’s wrath made people suffer because they 

felt they were no good. However, if we are unable to love ourselves, we are 

incapable of loving God and others. As we get older, we are better able to put 

things in proper perspective and most people get better when they allow 

themselves to believe that redemption has already been won for them 

through the passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

The companion team shared the changes of Vatican II regarding the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation, explaining it in terms of celebration with 

options. Emphasis was placed on the fact that it is God who forgives sins, but 

it is we who affect our relationships with one another. From our discussion I 

sensed that it is important to help participants move beyond their old 

understanding of confession for it is the key to permanent reconciliation with 

the Church. We must listen to their hurts, wounds and scars and convey 

God’s unconditional and personal love of each of us. 

Jesus gave us, basically, two commandments: Love God and love your 

neighbor as yourself (Mk 12:29-31). The reason we do not love ourselves 

more is because we have been conditioned by Jansenism, which greatly 

influenced European thought that “people are no good.” Why then would 

God “have made him little less than the angels, and crowned him with glory 

and honor” (Ps 8:4-6)?  



Our concept of God must go beyond the artist's images. God is mystery 

whose goodness is revealed in all creation and in the Incarnation of the Son. 

God took on human form to show us what God is like. Jesus wore the face of 

humanity during his public ministry that he may be with us and we with 

him. 

9, Housekeeping and hospitality planned for the following week 

10. Closure: Prayer to the Holy Spirit 

* Discussion questions were borrowed and/or adapted from Landings 
by John P. Campbell. 

 



SESSION II 

Theme: Our Image of Jesus - Why Follow Him? 

Goal: To explore Catholic attitudinal changes since Vatican II about 
Jesus, human dignity and conscience. 

Steps and Content of the Second Session 

1 Greetings and hospitality before the sessions begin 

Check-in exercise 

This brief, three minute per person exercise, is introduced here in order 

to establish respect for one another’s particular “feelings” and “state of mind” 

at the gathering time. It puts members of the group at ease so they do not 

have to second guess why a particular member is distracted or uninvolved. 

3. Opening Prayer: Philippians 2:5-11. 

This passage was selected because it gives us an important aspect of 

who Jesus is. He was in the form of God and yet he emptied Himself of that 

glory and took the form of a slave. He came to serve us and because of that 

service which ended on a cross, He was exalted and given a name above every 

other name. 

The Church is the Body of Christ. We are the Church. It exists for one 

end: to serve. If it does not serve, it does not fulfill its mission. Jesus says: 

“The sabbath was made for people, not people for the sabbath” (Mk 2:27). 

The second part of the prayer consisted of a reflection of the hymn 

“Come, Return to the Lord” by Carey Landry (based on Hosea 6:1-3; 11:3-4). 

“Come, let us return to the Lord...he will heal us...he will bind our 

wounds.” Also:  



..it was I who taught Ephraim to walk, who 
took them in my arms; I drew them with human 
cords, with bands of love; I fostered them like one 

who raises an infant to his cheeks; Yet, though I 

stooped to feed my child, they did not know that I 
was their healer (11:3-4). 

Prayer was brought to closure by praying the “Our Father.” 

Spiritual Journey Story (Name and situation altered) 

The second Journey story was about Ann’s suffering and eventual 

healing. She had suffered for ten years with debilitating arthritis and had 

subjected herself to dozens of pills each day in order to work and endure the 

pain. Seven months ago, she attended a healing service, prayed to Jesus for 

wholeness and participated in the healing rites. When Ann left that healing 

service, she was cured and has not taken medication nor has she suffered 

pain since that day. 

5. Response 

In response to Ann’s story, one member talked about the Alcohol 

Anonymous process. Her story made him think of his peers who have “been 

there,” and who struggle in their journey from stupor to sobriety. God accepts 

us in our brokenness and heals our fear, panic and self-hatred. Jesus is the 

master healer. “Ask and you shall receive” (Mt 7:7). 

6. Break 

7 Questions for Discussion 

a. Who is Jesus? What does Jesus expect from us? 

b. What does Jesus tell us about God? What does Scripture teach 
us about Jesus? 

What does believing in Jesus add to, or subtract from, your life? 

How are you affected by the humanity of Jesus? How are you 
affected by the divinity of Jesus?  



Summary of Discussion and Reflections 

Many of the companion members gave witness to how Jesus was active 

and present in their daily lives. He knows and understands our ways because 

he was like us in all things except sin. Jesus expects us to love one another 

and to continue his work of salvation by living out the commandments and 

working toward social justice, loving all people and using the gifts God give 

us. 

Jesus is God, the Son of God who died for the sake of our salvation. 

We are loved unconditionally. St. Paul tells us that, through Jesus, God has 

bestowed on us every spiritual blessing in the heavens (Eph 1:3-14). As 

children of a loving Father, we are called to find out what plans the Father 

has for us. Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. 

Scripture tells us that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of God who came 

to prepare us for the kingdom. The kingdom is for those who feed the 

hungry, cloth the naked and visit the sick. 

Many in the group expressed disappointment that they grew up never 

knowing what it was like to have a special relationship with Jesus. Most 

recalled they were too worried about offending God and going to confession. 

The issue of confession was a strong one. Questions such as “Why do 

we have to go to confession to another human being?” and “I think we 

should tell our sins to God” arose. The companion team was alerted 

beforehand to try to avoid giving pat answers to such questions. Rather, they 

responded by giving witness to their own experience of the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation, what reconciliation meant in their lives and the healing 

effects of forgiveness. 

One in the group was intrigued about the Reconciliation room and one 

of the companion team took him to church after the session.  



9. Housekeeping and hospitality planned for the following week 

10. Closure: Prayer to the Holy Spirit 

 



SESSION III 

What is Church? Who is Catholic? 

To become more aware of the Church as ourselves, trying to live 
our calling to be God's good news to one another. 

To become more aware of what it means to be Catholic in our 
post - Vatican II Church. 

Steps and Content of the Third Session 

1. Greeting and hospitality 

At this point in time we have all become “companions” to one another 
- one in spirit. The atmosphere is friendly and trustful. We want to be 
here. 

Check-in Exercise 

Today’s check-in consisted of giving a weather report of how we felt. 
Sunny? Stormy? Rainy? 

Opening Prayer 

Prayer began with “centering time.” Music tape “Dawn” by Steven 
Halpern. 

Scripture Reading Corinthians (1:3-9) 

This reading was selected because St. Paul tells us that we have been 

richly endowed with every gift of speech and knowledge. It is sobering to 

think of the other gifts God has given us - the gift of life, the gift of Christ, the 

gift of baptism, the gift of each other, the Church. St. Paul also tells us that we 

have been given all that we need in order to live a full life with the Lord. We 

need to use our gifts well. 

Prayer ended with each member being invited to thank God for one gift 

they recognize in their life and the “Our Father.”  



Spiritual Journey Story (Name and incident altered) 

Marilyn is divorced and remarried to a non-catholic. She attends Mass 

each Sunday with her children and longs to go to communion. She is willing 

to go through the annulment process, but her present husband needs two 

annulments. She is angry at the Church laws regarding divorce. While she 

knows that God has not abandoned her, she feels that her family and the 

Church has. 

5. Response 

As Marilyn cried, those on either side of her embraced her. Others 

expressed their understanding of her feelings and affirmed her courage to 

attend Mass and her strong faith. 

6. Break 

7. Questions for Discussion 

a. Why do we have a community called Church? 

b. Is the Church you and me? or both? or more than both? 

What is the spirituality that binds us together? Why is it 
worthwhile? 

Is the Church perfect? If it is imperfect, do we have to believe 
everything it says? 

What changes in the Church gives you life? Which ones do 
not? 

Summary of Discussion and Reflections 

Jesus is present in community. “Where two or three are gathered in 

my name, I am in their midst” (Mt 18:20) The Church emerged as the result 

of the gathering of those who had accepted Jesus’ teaching and had been 

baptized. The disciples described themselves as “followers of the “way” for 

Jesus had said: “I am the way, the truth and life” (Jn 4:6) The “way” meant a 

life of prayer and community. Community meant sharing all things in 
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common. The first communities would sell their property and goods, 

dividing everything on the basis of each one’s need. Jesus had taught the 

special happiness in sharing everything. 

We are the Church. The Church is the body of all baptized Christians. 

Vatican II defines the Church as the Body of Christ, composed of many parts. 

We are the parts, vital to the whole. When we harm our neighbor, we harm 

ourselves and God. We harm the whole community of which God is present 

as the vine. 

The spirituality that binds us together is love - love of God and love of 

neighbor, especially the lowliest. Jesus said: “What you do to the least of my 

brethren, you do to me” (Mt 26:40). 

The Church we see today has evolved by history. Many hope that it 

will change. It can change if we participate as equals in the Body of Christ. 

Jesus taught that all are equal in the sight of God. The leaders of the 

community were to serve, not dominate. 

The Church is imperfect because we as members are imperfect. We 

have to look at Church as “us” and not “they.” We have to keep in mind that 

the Church is much more than those that exercise authority. We need to 

learn the difference between infallibility and the hierarchy of truths. We are 

bound together by truth and the Eucharist and the authority of Jesus. 

Therefore, we do not have to believe everything the Church says. God looks 

into our hearts. Our conscience must be our guide.. The Church is a guiding 

light, but Christ is the source of that Light. The Church was formed by Christ 

to help us get to the kingdom, but the Church is not the kingdom. 

0, Housekeeping and hospitality planned for the following week 

10. Closure: Prayer to the Holy Spirit  



SESSION 1V 

Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist 

To become aware of the true meaning of sacrament. 

To appreciate how they involve the close relationship between 
God and the community. 

Steps and Content of the Fourth Session 

1. Greetings and hospitality before the session begins 

2 Check-in Exercise 

This exercise was based on the question“How would you describe your 
life since we last met?” 

Opening prayer: Romans 6:3-4; 8-9 

This reading was selected because it expresses God's love for us and this 

love pledges eternal life to all believers. Through Baptism believers share the 

death of Christ and are freed from sin. We have a future life with God, but 

that life must be lived in dedication to God now. 

The group was invited to comment on phrases that stood out for them. 

Discussion centered upon the fact that we too share in Christ's death and 

burial so we also have a share in his Resurrection. No one is without sin. 

Jesus gave us many ways to free ourselves from sin and it is within our 

power to find the way. 

This was followed by a silent reflection on the hymn “By Name I Have 

Called You” by Carey Landry. Prayer ended with the “Our Father.” 

4. Spiritual Journey Story (Name and situation altered) 

Joe came from a family with a strong Catholic background. His parents 

were very poor immigrants from the Old Country and despite the family’s 

poverty, he had twelve years of Catholic school education. Everything he had 

learned about God was in the intellectual realm - without feeling. Faith was a  



mere exercise of learning doctrine and dogma through memorization in 

catechism classes. Mass and confession were the things that made him 

Catholic. He has welcomed the changes in the church and is grateful for 

being liberated from his fearful past and for the opportunities now available 

for spiritual growth. 

5. Response 

Response centered around the fact that, others in the group also felt 

that undue structure and legalism dominated their childhood memories. 

What is important in the Gospel message is that Christ intends us to establish 

a deep friendship with him and a brotherhood of love with all people. “Man 

was not made for the Sabbath” (Mk 2:27). 

5. Break 

6. Questions for Discussion 

a. Does being baptized make a difference to you? How? 

b. What do you expect of a baptized Christian? 

What does the Eucharist mean to you? What do we celebrate? 

How has your understanding of Eucharist changed over the 
years? 

Does being confirmed help one lead a better spiritual life? 

How important are the sacraments? Do you have any problems 
with them? 

Summary of Discussion and Reflections 

Discussion began with the importance of the sacraments. We have 

Jesus” words about them. “Go ... make disciples of all nations: baptize them ... 

and teach them to observe all the commands I give you” (Mt 28:19). Being 

baptized was not enough. We have to observe Jesus’ commands. The early 

Christians learned from the Apostles. They shared things in common, ate 

meals and shared prayer together. Through our baptism we commit 

30  



ourselves to Christian formation through the listening and preaching of the 

Good News. 

All agreed that Baptism should make a difference in our lives by the 

way we live. This means that we become dead to sin and live a life of faith as 

a follower of Jesus - subject to him and committed to repentance and 

conversion. We are expected to become a part of a new community - those 

who assemble as followers of Christ. We are expected to do the good works 

that Jesus did and turn our face to the Lord away from self gratitude and 

greed. A baptized Christian takes the word of Christ seriously when we are 

commanded to hear the Good News and take it everywhere. They are 

obedient to the values dictated by Jesus: Love God and love your neighbor. 

Because Vatican II has restored the original meaning of the sacrament, 

we no longer teach that children who died before the reception of baptism 

would spend eternity in limbo. Why? Because there is no theological 

foundation about limbo either in Scripture or the early Fathers of the church. 

Gone also is the previous meaning of original sin. We are not born with sin 

on our soul - rather we are born into a world that has been abused through 

sin and all humans are affected by this. 

Eucharist is thanksgiving of the Lord's supper. We are invited to the 

same meal that Jesus shared with his Apostles to be nourished by his Body 

and Blood. The Eucharist is a meal of remembrance and of fellowship and is 

celebrated within the community of believers. We celebrate the presence of 

Christ, the Lordship of Jesus and the coming of the Kingdom which begins in 

our own hearts. 

The way we celebrate and receive is different - from Latin to English, 

from kneeling to standing, receiving under both species, receiving in the 

hand and chewing the host. The liturgy is much more meaningful.  



I sensed that one inactive member felt like “Rip Van Winkle” who was 

still distracted about limbo and original sin. He spoke of his anger at the 

changes in the church, especially the irreparable damage done to the 

sanctuary by hammering out the sanctuary marble and altar rail, painting 

over the beautiful art in the dome, and removing the huge wooden-carved 

crucifix. Others shared their own experiences and acknowledged that they 

understood how he felt. 

The Holy Spirit whom Jesus sent to his disciples on pentecost is given 

to us. The Holy Spirit's presence in us is a special sign, or “seal” that we 

belong to Jesus and have been called and empowered to witness to him and 

continue his work. It was the Holy Spirit that formed the disciples into one 

body, with Jesus as the head of the body at Pentecost. From that moment on, 

the risen Jesus not only became present in the Church but also began to act 

through the church. Many of the actions of Jesus found in the early church 

are called sacraments. The Holy Spirit, present at baptism, is present again 

with gifts that empower us to go forth as disciples. 

Discussion regarding the personal experience of each sacrament varied. 

All felt they had received the sacrament of confirmation at an age when they 

did not fully understand what witness was all about. This led to a discussion 

of Pre-Vatican and Post-Vatican attitudes regarding the sacraments. The 

Vatican II Council which began in 1962 differed from every other Council in 

the Church. The previous Councils were mainly concerned with doctrines 

and crises. In contrast, Vatican II was concerned with the dignity of the 

individual, with “Who am I?” and “Who are we?” The answer to these 

questions was “We are the Body of Christ.” This Council called for self- 

renewal, for self-understanding, for greater self-love that we may be able to 

fulfill Christs’ command to love others as we love ourselves. It was Vatican  



IT that restored the original intent and the spirit of the sacraments. Further 

considerations regarding changes: Because we are a pilgrim people constantly 

on the move, we must adjust to world changes. Vatican II was a Church 

response to a changing world. Today, “contemporary people” are more 

conscious of the dignity of the human person. We have come to view the 

sacraments as personal encounters with the Lord expressed in a way that calls 

for a personal and deep relationship with the Lord within the Catholic 

community of believers. 

9. Housekeeping and assignments for the following week. 

10. Prayer: “Come Holy Spirit.” 

 



SESSION V 

Sin and Forgiveness 

To show that the Sacrament of Reconciliation has truly become a 
celebration of God's forgiveness. 

To move beyond our old understanding of confession. 

Steps and Content of the Fifth Session 

1. Greetings and hospitality before the session begins 

2 Check-in Exercise 

This exercise was based on the question, “How is Jesus most /least 
present in you today?” 

Opening Prayer 

One minute of silent reflection followed by a song reflection by Carey 

Landry, “You Are Mine Says the Lord.” Psalm 23 was prayed in unison and 

selected because Jesus is the good shepherd who cares for all his sheep and is 

willing to leave the ninety-nine and seek after the one who has strayed and 

carry him/her lovingly back home. 

A Spiritual Journey Story (Name and situation altered) 

Ken was never a strong practicing Catholic before marriage, and after 

the marriage vows it was the same. However, it was very important that his 

children be baptized and receive religious instruction. He rarely accompanied 

his wife and children to Mass except on rare occasions such as Easter, 

Christmas and at celebrations of his children’s reception into the sacraments. 

In a moment of weakness, his wife convinced him to make a Cursillo which 

changed his life. The Cursillo offered an opportunity for a much deeper 

relationship with the Lord. Ken spoke of how moved he was by the personal 

love and care he experienced at this retreat. He had never known strangers to 

act this way. His faith deepened through their personal care and concern. 
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Response 

Members of the group responded with similar instances that it was in 

moments of weakness that they found the Lord through the love, mercy and 

compassion of other people. 

6. Break 

7: Questions for Discussion 

a. Is it easier to hold on to guilt than to seek forgiveness? 
Is it easier to hold on to hurt, anger or resentment than it is to 
forgive? Why? 

What does sin mean to you? 
Does sin go beyond the Ten Commandments? 

How does sin affect us? Others? 

What has been your experience of the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation? 
Has your experience changed? 

Summary of Discussion and Reflections 

In Christian teaching, as well as in the Bible, individual and collective 

wrongdoing is called “sin.” The story of Adam and Eve in the Garden of 

Eden gives us insights into the nature of sin. Their happiness depended 

upon their respecting God’s command not to eat the fruit from a certain tree. 

Unfortunately for them, they forgot their status as humans and using the 

freedom God gave them to determine their own destiny, they chose to reach 

for absolute control. As a result, they lost what control they already possessed 

and their intimacy with God. In Catholic teaching, this first sin is called 

“original sin” - a sin of pride. Their sin weakened them and, through them, 

the whole human race. 

The point of the Adam and Eve story seems to be that God is not to be 

blamed for the presence of evil in the world. Creation was good; what people 

have freely done with it is not. Because God made us, it seems obvious that 
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God should stand at the center of our lives. To put ourselves at the center, or 

money, sex or power is sinful. Also, Christian teaching links our 

mistreatment of one another as rejection of God and God's rightful claim to 

our faithfulness. 

If we are willing to admit that God made us, we cannot simply say, “It’s 

my life and I can do what I like with it,” or “I have no responsibility to the 

people in El Salvador.” Human freedom is not absolute. It is limited by the 

freedom and rights of others. 

We have all been schooled as Catholics to examine our conscience to 

understand how we may be failing to live a good Christian valued life. 

Some sins are easy to identify: drunkenness, unfaithfulness to our 

spouse, lying. The more subtle sins are not easy to identify: ignoring a beggar 

or refusing to comfort a hurting family member. Sin therefore, does extend 

beyond the ten commandments. It is good from time to time to reflect on the 

ways we live by examining ourselves in the light of our responsibilities to 

God and others. We are all sinners. 

At times, our own sins are obvious and we experience guilt. It is hard 

to seek forgiveness, especially when our problems are hidden under layers of 

rationalization or mixed-up with good intentions and good motives. 

Harsh words by priests and nuns, harsh rules regarding divorce, re- 

marriage, and birth control, church changes without explanation, have put 

many Catholics at odds with Christianity. In the end, it is only worse for 

those who give up and leave because the guilt is always present. The end 

result is hurt, anger and resentment. We are only freed from this if we seek 

reconciliation. 

Sins may be committed in secret, but they are never private. Much that 

goes on in the world, from our own little hypocrisies to the systematic  



destruction of the environment, is sinful. Even much that has been 

considered legal and accepted - abortion, misleading advertising, war, sexual 

abuse which certainly violates the law of God affects us. We are caught up in 

it simply by being human. 

We have exchanged the word “confession” for ““Sacrament of 

Reconciliation” simply because confession (the confessing of sins to the 

priest) is only a part of the entire process. Reconciliation consists of a change 

of heart, forgiveness of sin, and the restoring of broken relationships. This 

was central to the ministry of Jesus. Jesus came to call people to repentance. 

Jesus said: “I have not come to invite the self-righteous to a change of heart, 

but sinners” (Lk 5:32). 

Experience of the Sacrament of Reconciliation today is much different 

than in Pre-Vatican II days. In the past, this sacrament was used as a means to 

get rid of guilt feelings (wiping the slate clean in order to feel good). The 

focus was on self and not on reconciliation with God and others. Today the 

sacrament is a means of freeing ourselves from past sins and gaining the 

strength to do better in the future. It is a return to both God and the Christian 

community. It is now celebrated in several different ways. We have the 

opportunity to speak to the priest, face to face, in a relaxed atmosphere where 

he gives absolutions (affirming God's forgiveness) and offers moral guidance. 

Important question: Why confess to a priest? The primary reason why 

the Church asks its members to confess their sins to a priest is because the 

Church has always believed that sin, however private, is a community affair. 

Every sin wounds the Body of Christ, the members of the Church. 

Reconciliation, then must include the community and not just God. In the 

reconciliation process the priest is the representative of God and the 

community.  



When we leave the reconciliation room we have been forgiven of all 

sin. The Church provides this sacrament because they acted upon the power 

of Jesus granted to his followers to forgive sin: “Receive the Holy Spirit. If 

you forgive (people’s) sins they are forgiven them; if you hold them bound, 

they are held bound” (Jn 20:23). 

0. Housekeeping and assignments for the following week 

10. Prayer: “Come Holy Spirit.” 

 



SESSION VI 

The living connections of faith and Catholic beliefs. 

To review what it means to have faith 

To review and gain a deeper appreciation of basic Catholic 
beliefs. 

Steps and Content of the Sixth Session 

1. Greetings and hospitality before the session begins 

2 Check-in Exercise 

This exercise was based on the question “If you were to pull colors 
out of your pockets ... what colors would they be? 

Opening Prayer: Ephesians 1:3-4 

This Scripture was chosen because this letter to the Christians in 

Ephesus tells us that God has bestowed on us in Jesus every spiritual blessing 

in the heavens. It follows from this that we must use our gifts well. Faith is a 

precious gift and we must live it in love and with care. The letter further tells 

us that, through Christ, God chose us and predestined us to be children of the 

Kingdom. As children of a loving God, we are called to find out what plans 

God has for us, how we should live up to this plan. Only by being in touch 

with God's will can we find peace now and salvation later. 

4. Spiritual Journey Story (Name and situation altered) 

Lynn has never challenged the Church. She and her family simply 

accepted all that was taught as gospel truth. While some of the changes have 

been good, she misses the solemnity and the mystery of the Mass celebrations 

She drifted away from the Church for no other reason than that of laxity. She 

was married in the Catholic Church, but her husband was neither Catholic 

nor a church goer. So it was easy for her to simply stop going. Three years ago, 

a friend convinced her to attend an RCIA session. She was amazed at the 
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quality of the session, the discussion and the fellowship. She has learned 

much and continues to attend the sessions each year for her own personal 

growth and development. She has a newfound respect for what it means to 

be a disciple of Christ and an active member in a parish community. 

5. Response 

The response was one of thanks and shared experiences of the ups and 

downs of being faithful. However, God, like the Father in the Prodigal Son 

story waits patiently for the return of the prodigal son as well as the 

faithfulness of the elder son. 

6. Break 

7 Questions for Discussion 

a. How have your beliefs affected the suffering you have 
experienced? 
How has suffering affected your beliefs? 

How has your faith helped, or hindered, you in times of illness? 
How has the faith of others helped, or hindered, you in times of 
illness? 

What is your concept of life after death? 

Summary of Discussion and Reflections 

It is not uncommon for a person who believes in God to suffer periods 

of doubt, non-belief or confusion. Examples of this can be found among 

many teens and people in their early twenty’s. When breaking away from the 

authority of God and the Church was as easy as breaking away from the 

authority of home and parents. Statistics show that many return to the faith 

of their roots, with a deeper, more mature relationship with God. 

Suffering in life is one of the great mysteries of God’s creation, but 

many times our faith is shaken by it. We ask, “Why do innocent babies die  



and good loving people suffer agonizing disease?” On the other hand, the 

wicked of this world seem to live in luxury and die well. No matter how 

many answers we seek to such questions, we must finally admit that bad 

things do happen to good people and that suffering, like all of our 

experiences, are a part of the mysteries of God's salvific plan. 

Suffering reminds us of the incompleteness of our creation. St. 

Augustine knew this well. “Our hearts are restless until they rest in thee.” 

God set up the world to move in the direction of Omega - God and 

completion. God has also given to each of us a free will to share in bringing 

the world to completion. The striving for this completion will go on as long 

as the world exists and we must never stop working in this direction for we 

will only increase suffering. 

When a person suffers, we can never say that God directly caused or 

planned a particular suffering. In the plan of creation, God allowed suffering, 

but God did not cause it. Suffering and death happen as a normal process of 

life. It helps to recognize this as a part of our incomplete creation. 

Suffering can result, some of the time, from our wrong decisions, as 

when we choose to smoke excessively, drink too much, or work too hard. 

And Scripture says that God can intervene through sickness to chastise his 

chosen leaders: “The spirit of the Lord had departed from Saul, and he was 

tormented by an evil spirit, sent by the Lord” (1 Sam 16:14). 

Because of these special interventions of God, some people wrongly 

conclude that every sickness is a curse from God, a punishment for their 

personal sins. This observation was even made by the disciples of Jesus when 

they asked: “Master, who has sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 

born blind?” (Jn 9:2). Jesus answered: “Neither he nor his parents sinned; it 

is so that the works of God might be made visible through him” (Jn 9:3).  



All of the participants have experienced the power of faith in people 

who have suffered. These are people who prove just how deeply they love 

God. In reality, it is not what happens to us that speaks of our love and 

faithfulness, but rather how we respond to what happens to us. 

The experience of suffering shared in class and the desire for 

faithfulness in the midst of this suffering was once again an affirmation of 

the healing power of Jesus. It reminded us that twentieth century Christians 

live out the same call to faithfulness that we hear in Jesus’ words in the 

Garden: “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay 

here and keep watch with me” (Mt 26:38). 

9. Housekeeping and assignments for the following week 

10. Closure: Prayer to the Holy Spirit 

 



VI. THEOLOGICAL REFLECTIONS 

The dignity and mission of the people of God and their role in the 

Church and in the world have been described in the Constitution of the 

Church (nn 31, 32, 33) As Church, we must emphasize our image as People 

of God carrying out the mission of Jesus on earth, to proclaim the gospel, the 

Good News of the Kingdom. This was further emphasized in Evangelii 

Nuntiandi when Pope Paul VI confirmed the brethren “in their mission as 

evangelizers” (#1). 

Our mission as evangelizers is found in many of the Christian 

Testament texts which describe the witness and mission of Jesus, the first and 

greatest evangelizer. We read in Luke’s Gospel: “... I must announce the 

good news of the reign of God, because that is why I was sent”. (Lk 4:43) And 

again: 

“The spirit of the Lord is upon me: therefore 
he has anointed me. He has sent me to bring glad 
tidings to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives, 
recovery of sight to the blind and release to 
prisoners.” (Lk 4:18) 

Luke 4:18 bears much resemblance to Pope Paul’s words when he 

presents the evangelization of the poor as the most important of Jesus’ 

evangelical signs. Among all these signs there is one to which he attaches 

great importance: the humble and the poor are to be evangelized, become his 

disciples and gather together “in his name” in the great community with 

others who believe in him (EN 12). 

The main goal of this project was to gather together people of faith 

who, for some reason, were no longer active in the Catholic community. The  



major theological themes which have emerged from the content of the 

project include: 

L A sense of Church. 

2 The hunger to return to God. 

The need for an evangelizing community to invite and support 
his return. 

The healing and reconciling mission of faithful believers so 
God's presence and forgiveness could be experienced 
incarnationally. 

The Scripture parable that permeates this project is the story of the 

prodigal son found in Luke 15. The son seeks forgiveness that flows from 

hope and trust. He knows that it is this kind of forgiveness that makes 

reconciliation a reality for he does not hesitate to return to his father. 

However, he arrives at the solution only after he questions and ponders. 

Through pondering he eventually “lets go.” He knows that he cannot erase 

his past, but he certainly can re-work it. Armed with the confidence of his 

father’s deep love he knows what he must do: “I will set off and go to my 

father ...” (Lk 15:18). 

In our acceptance of who we are and what we can become, we, like the 

prodigal son, can arrive at the same course of action of “coming home”. I 

have discovered that through the sharing of faith journey stories (our 

personal culture experience) that our memories are a rich source of meaning 

and healing. Story-telling serves as a tool for recollecting, seeing anew and 

reintegrating the past into one’s self-understanding with an acceptance that 

sets us free. It was also during these sessions that reconciliation released the 

true potential for the good that was always there (the faithful presence of the 

incarnational Jesus).  



In tradition, the parent character of the story represents God. And 

rightly so. In ways much like a mother, this God-figure with arms 

outstretched waits for the child's return: embracing, kissing, full of love, 

forgiveness and celebration for the one who returns. 

The important part of the conversion process is the joyful experience of 

being loved. There is an inner change that takes place. Reconciliation moves 

one into a more direct and deeper relationship with God and others. 

Consequently, the person who is loved and understood moves toward greater 

wholeness and holiness. The sense of belonging, a realization of 

connectedness and community is the source from which we then draw 

motivation for action. Tradition already reminds us that this process began 

when God became human in Jesus. This means that humanity is the way 

God chose to communicate with us. Unfortunately we lose our 

communication with God when, through fear, anger, hurts, 

misunderstandings and sin, we come to believe that we are unlovable, 

unforgivable and unworthy. In our weakness we forget that God’s love is 

forever present reminding us of what we are capable of becoming because we 

have been created good and because we have already been redeemed through 

Jesus. And yet we are daily reminded, even with the changes of Vatican II, 

that we are still a human church, marked by human imperfection. We need 

to admit that we are not flawless (neither hierarchy nor laity), but a bunch of 

sinners trying to make it together. We are one in our common humanity 

and in need of “bearing one another’s burdens” (Gal 6:2). It is only as servants 

and in the unity of the one Body that we are able to make it. Again, the 

sessions designed in this project created an experience in which this did 

indeed happen.  



In Jesus’ beautiful story of the prodigal son, the church is Father 

waiting on the road for his son’s return. He does not go for him, for the son 

is (we are) given the freedom to determine his (our) own destiny. However, 

at some point, the son becomes aware of his loss and of the pain and suffering 

he has caused himself and his family - especially his father, whose love he 

knows is still very much there. What moved the son to become aware? 

Who or what called? Was it guilt, loneliness, hunger, the farmer who agreed 

to help him in some small way? I believe it was all of these. For the fiber of 

the son’s journey story is of the same fiber that ran through the stories of our 

re-membering sessions. Like the son, these people want to come home. Like 

the son, they had left their house for their own reasons, but they had not left 

the family; they are good people who left the institution, but who had not lost 

their faith or their love for their father. Their awareness and sense of terrible 

loss moved them into action and motivated their sense to return to their 

father ... and not only to the father but to a party; a fatted calf ... surrounded by 

elder brothers/sisters who were themselves transformed by the glorious 

celebration of reunion! 

 



VII. EVALUATION OF THE PROJECT 

At the onset of this project, it was my goal to design a particular 

method for evangelization that would help a person discover God present 

within the experiences of daily life and to reflect upon the meaning of life in 

the light of the values and ministry of Jesus. I realized that for such a method 

to be effective it must take into account the person, the environment, and the 

facilitator’s gifts. One main insight I have gained through my experience 

with this project is that there is probably no one best method to facilitate 

conversion due to the diversity of personalities. Given the make-up of the 

participants of our Re-membering sessions, some were more comfortable 

with dialogue than others. One shy member preferred a didactic approach 

and one other found it very difficult to share time with others - for him, a 

one-on-one conversation approach would have been more beneficial. 

However, on the whole, I was very pleased with the outcome of this project 

because it is only through community and people that we discover God and 

the meaning of life. As humans, rooted in creation, we also discover that 

conversion happens in the midst of everyday life. We are called “as a people” 

to follow Jesus, who himself called a community of disciples. 

Once the Re-membering sessions were complete and the experience of 

the Parish Mission over, the participants met one last time to celebrate a meal 

together and to evaluate the process (Appendix F). While the original intent 

of the evaluation design was to receive written responses, it was requested 

that we take time to talk through the evaluation. This we did. However, I 

encouraged the group to take time to write their responses and return the 

evaluations. Signing their names was an option.  



All commented that the sessions were helpful in their own personal 

faith journey. One commented that he had forgotten how wholesome 

Catholics can really be. From additional comments, it was evident that our 

“pondedness” was motivated through our honest sharing in confidence, our 

trust in friendships, and our loving faith in the Holy Spirit. 

The six week process was not long enough. We discovered that our 

unconditional listening opened up the need for continued searching and 

more time for unanswered questions. We were able to extend the sessions to 

a total time of eight weeks which ended the week prior to our Parish Mission. 

For one member, the catechetical input was not enough. It was my 

sense that she had moved “beyond her anger” and would have benefitted 

more by attending the RCIA sessions. However, she did not want to leave the 

group, but would consider joining the RCIA sessions in the fall. A few were 

not ready for catechesis. What they really needed was a place and many 

listening hearts to work through their hurts and past disappointments. But 

all said they appreciated the changes in the church that now encouraged 

scripture study, a more personal relationship with God and Jesus, and more 

human church environment, the opportunity to question and explore who 

God is and who we are without ridicule and/or judgment from others. 

We scored “big” on hospitality. This happened, I believe, because the 

companion team had the necessary qualifications. They were people 

comfortable with their own limitations so as not to feel threatened by 

anything that was said. There was no arguing or persuading. Our job was to 

facilitate the flow of information with me as the resource person, be 

compassionate listeners and value all that the “seekers” had to say. Two out 

of the three “seekers” did not want the sessions to end.  



With regard to the personal story telling, the initial fear of the 

companion team went unfounded. Our “inquirers” opened their hearts to us 

with a genuine honesty that left us emotionally exhausted at times but 

spiritually exhilarated. Not only did the group open itself up to us, but to one 

another as well, with a sense of community developing before the first 

evening's end. Later, during an additional evaluation of the “companion 

team,” we were deeply touched by what had unfolded within our personal 

lives as a result of sharing faith stories. There was a heightened awareness in 

our own faith commitment to take a deeper and closer look at these “lost 

treasures” that we have neglected for so long. There was a sense of 

satisfaction that we had made some small effort to collaborate in the healing 

of this “gaping wound” in our church. 

The companion team was on hand to greet them at the Parish Mission. 

We sat together in reserved places in church and moved as one group into 

the hospitality areas after the mission session was over. They had the 

opportunity to meet our pastor, renew acquaintances of people they had 

known, but had not seen in years. Comments regarding the Parish Mission 

were very favorable. All commented that they had enjoyed the speakers, the 

atmosphere of the church, the openness and warmth of the people. One 

commented how touched she was by the beautiful Eucharistic and 

Reconciliation liturgies. Additional comments indicated that they did not 

feel uncomfortable at the Ash Wednesday and Parish Mission liturgies. We 

had encouraged them to simply sit and observe, to participate only when it 

felt comfortable for them to do so. 

We have made a commitment to keep in touch. The three who came 

to take another look at the Catholic church know that “their companions” are 

available to them at any point of their reconciliation journey. We have now  



become a part of each other's lives. For that, I am most grateful for I know, 

that in some small way, I have come to recognize another face of God. 

 



VIII. CONCLUSIONS 

Evangelization connotes movement. It is a movement which 

continues the work of the Hebrew Testament prophets and the reconciling 

mission of Jesus. Just as Israel was “a light for the nations” and Jesus is the 

“light of the world,” so too are we, the Church of Jesus, challenged to share 

the light which has been given us by the poor of the Holy Spirit. 

The results of this project serves as a continual reminder that by divine 

mandate we are sent out into the whole world to preach the Gospel to 

everyone. “ The work of evangelization is a basic duty of the people of God” 

(Evangelii, 59). We can no longer view Christianity as a collection of 

religious information that we can “band” for our own comfort, pleasure, or 

security. Rather, the essence of being a disciple is to bring the light and truth 

of Jesus into all dimensions of living. 

If our work is to be spirit-filled, it must begin from within each human 

heart and mind. We cannot give what we do not have. Discipleship 

demands that we first repent and hear the Good News. Therefore, we who 

have been called to leadership in the Body of Christ, must not allow our 

vocation to become a series of empty tasks. This calls for a constant focus on 

our own journey in faith and a willingness to surrender more deeply into the 

mystery of God. 

Pope Paul VI reminded us that our mission is essentially a work of 

love. That love consists of continually giving our hearts to the Lord, and in 

turn, giving our hearts and experience of Jesus to one another. 

We are instruments for facilitating and continuing God’s reconciling 

efforts and self-revelation to our world. We must believe that Jesus is truly  



the fullness of God's self-disclosure. In evangelizing, we proclaim the Word 

of God, revealed fully by Jesus, and present in our human experiences. 

It was powerfully evident that we had truly accomplished this goal as 

we shared together the Parish Mission (Appendix G). As one true body of 

Christian believers, our little community of ten - no longer “seekers” and 

“companion,” but a faith-filled, spirit-filled community - attended, ritualized, 

and reflected upon this total experience much like the early Church as 

described in Acts of the Apostles: “With great power the apostles bore witness 

to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great favor was accorded them all 

(Acts 4:33).” 

 



IX. RECOMMENDATIONS 

The participants felt that the person-to-person communication was the 

basic element that gave success to our process. Finding a balance between 

faith and action, between what we do and what we say, and sharing the faith 

is not only a common responsibility, but a common joy. In our daily 

vocation of work and social life, we can live out the precepts of our faith 

through our conduct. We can accomplish the mission of Christ's Church by 

doing the ordinary in an extraordinary manner. We can incarnate the living 

Word of God into flesh by being Christ's hands, feet and heart in today’s 

world. 

A number of recommendations can be deduced from the responses of 

our weekly sessions and the report from the method of evaluation: 

1 More conscious efforts should have been made to invite the 

pastor to be more actively involved in all phases of the weekly 

process. 

Responsibility for continued success of the Re-membering 

process must be the work of the parish Evangelization Team 

rather than the leader/organizer. 

Consideration must be given to those who accept the invitation 

to come. Due to handicaps we encountered, it would have been 

better to conduct the session in a home environment rather 

than church. 

It would have been very helpful if: 

a. We had provided a handbook with an update of Catholic 

theology that could be used as a supplement and further  



personal reflection. Suggestion: The Catholic Way by 

David Byers, et.al. 

We had prepared worksheets to give “seekers” an 

opportunity to write their reflections prior to discussion. 

Six sessions were not sufficient to cover the questions and 

concerns that arose. Another possible format might be 2 six 

week sessions (one before Advent; one before Lent). The time 

between would allow for reflection and integration of the 

themes presented and discussed. 

The Re-membering process should be expanded to include day- 

time sessions as well as evening sessions. 

In conclusion, it must be said that this project has raised my 

consciousness regarding the twenty-first century work of the church. There is 

no “the church” that exists somewhere apart from us: there is only US trying 

to live our calling as the Good News to each other as the Body of Christ, 

present in the one Bread, present in the words of Sacred Scripture, and 

present where two or three are gathered in Jesus’ name. 
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150 South Enterprise St. 
P. O. Box 485 

Bowling Green, Ohio 43402 (419) 352-4195 

MISSION STATEMENT 

With the power and guidance of the Holy Spirit, The St. Aloysius 

Parish Evangelization Committee accepts a specific Commitment to Jesus 

and the call to evangelize. In sharing our faith with others, we 

endeavor to raise consciousness of our parish family to become evangeli- 

zers. We will do all in our power to enable our people to proclaim the 

Good News through evangelization efforts. We accept the challenge of 

this mission. 

(Adopted May 25, 1991) 
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150 South Enterprise St. 
P. O. Box 485 

Bowling Green, Ohio 43402 (419) 352-4195 

St. Aloysius Parish 

WELCOME VISITORS 
  

Are you interested in Catholic Christianity? 

We would be pleased to visit with you. 

Are you a Catholic who, for whatever reason feel 

hurt, or anactive and wonder what is possible? We 

would like to listen to your story. 

Please write your name, address, and phone 

number below. Then drop this announcement in the 

collection basket, mail it, or phone the parish 

office at 352 -~ 4195, 

  

  

Address: 
  

Work Phone: 
    

Comments: 
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August 25, 1991 Bowling Green, Ohio 43402 (419) 352-4195 
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A PROGRAM TO "BRIDGE THE GAP" IS BEING SPONSORED BY 

ST. ALOYSIUS PARISH COMMUNITY 

BOWLING GREEN, OHIO 
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FRIENDS, OR NEIGHBORS WHO MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN THIS PROGRAM. THE '"RE-MEMBERING" 

PROGRAM IS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR INACTIVE CATHOLICS TO EXPRESS THEIR FEELINGS ABOUT 

THE CHURCH. THEY MAY OR MAY NOT DECIDE TO PURSUE RECONCILIATION WITH THE CHURCH. 

WE WILL USE NAMES ONLY ONCE TO SEND A PERSONAL INVITATION TO THIS PROGRAM AND WILL 

NOT USE YOUR NAME IN THE INVITATION. 

  

PleASE RETURN THIS FORM 

Please send an invitation to "Re-membering" to: 

Name 
    

Address 
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150 South Enterprise St. 
P. O. Box 485 

Bowling Green, Ohio 43402 (419) 352-4195 
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St. Aloysius Parish is offering 

a "Re-membering Process" or a "safe place" 
for returning Catholics who may wish to 

explore their faith and their future 

within a safe harbor among friends. 
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; Your name was given to us as one 

"who might be interested in seeking a supportive community within 

which you can ask questions, discuss issues and deal with 

difficulties you may have experienced within your past 

Catholic upbringing. We would also like to 

provide an opportunity for you to be with ordinary 

Catholics who are trying to live their faith and 

who are trying to come to terms with recent changes 

within themselves and the church. 
ROS LL 

Ea a eS a0930 Plcuse consider Joining ue: 
We are all people in solidarity who in our own lives have "returned", and who 
continue to "return". We do not have to be trained theologians to share what we 
believe, and to speak honestly about our faith, ‘trusting in the Holy Spirit. 

We will meet for the first time on Sunday, December 8th, in the 

School Assembly Room - 2nd floor (W) 

7:00 pm : 

If you feel you might be interested, please fill out the form below and 

return in the St. Aloysius self-addressed envelope. I will get in touch with 

you to answer any questions you may have. You may call me if you wish at (352-4195) 

or at home (352-1139). Please do not hesitate to call. 

Sincerely yours in Christ 

Sister Maria Goretri 

Pastoral Assistant 

  

Name 
  

Yes I am No I am not interested in "re-membering" 

Please call Please do not call 
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150 South Enterprise St. 
P. O. Box 485 

Bowling Green, Ohio 43402 (419) 352-4195 

October 26, 1991 

  

Enclosed is a letter that was sent to six people who might be 
interested in re-connecting with the Catholic Church. We hope that at 
least a few of them will be interested in joining the sessions that we 
have to offer. 

What I am now trying to do is form a parish team of ministers - you, 
who would be willing to journey with those who consider returning. You 
already have leadership skills in facilitating, in sharing God's mercy 
and compassion, and in reaching out to others. 

I hope you can be a prat of this group. We will meet on: 

Monday, November 14, 1991 

Parish Assembly Room 

7:30 pm 

Please bring along your calendars. We do not need to meet on consecu- 
tive Sundays. We need to plan six to eight sessions between December 8th. 
and the Parish Mission in March. It is my hope that the Mission may serve 
as an occasion for reconciliation. 

Please fill out the form below and return it in the St. Aloysius self- 
addressed envelope. Knowing if you can make it will give me an opportunity, 
ahead of time, for planning and preparations. 

God bless. And thanks a million. You can add this million to the others 
you already deserve. 

Sincerely, 

Sister Maria Goretti 

Pastoral Associate 

  
  

Yes I am (we are) able to participate in the Re-membering Sessions as 
a part of the "companion team." 

No, I am not (we are not) able to participate in the Re-membering Ses- 
ions as a part of the "companion team."  



APPENDIX F 

Al. OY §1 US C4 UR CH 

150 South Enterprise St. 

P. O. Box 485 
Bowling Green, Ohio 43402 (419) 352-4195 

EVALUATION 

What has been your reaction to the six-week remembering process? 

Please comment on the length of time. 

How did you feel about the catechetical input? Was it sufficient? 

Did you feel welcomed? How long did it take? 

With regard to personal story telling. How long did it take you 

before you felt comfortable with telling your own story? 

What were your feelings about the time given to your questions? 

Did you feel that Ash Wednesday service was a positive experience? 

Was the Parish Mission helpful in your own personal faith journey? 

Do you have any suggestions for our program, or special needs which 

we could help you with concerning your church relationship? 

Were the sessions helpful to you in your own personal faith journey? 

10. Please feel free to make additional comments on the other side of this 

evaluation. 

Optional 

Name : Address 
    

Phone 
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ST. ALOYSIUS CHURCH 

BOWLING GREEN, OHIO 

MISSION '92 

A FOCUS ON JESUS 

MARCH 16 - 19, 1992 

SPONSORED BY: 

THE PARISH MISSION TEAM  



Monday, March 16 

THE HISTORICAL JESUS 

Opening Song: Lift High the Cross (vs. 1,4,5) 
‘Missalette #133 

Call to Prayer 

A Reading: Taken from The Roads Jesus Traveled 

by Thomas A. Pilgrim 

Sacred Scripture Reading: Mark 6:1-6 

  

Speaker: Rev. Robert Wilhelm 

"Meet the Human Jesus" 

Song: Only This I Want 
Glory and Praise #224 

Sacred Scripture Reading: Isaiah 53:1-10 

Response: ''One Solitary Life" 

Right Side: He was born in a stable 
In an obscure village 

From there he traveled 
Less than 200 miles. 

Left Side: He never won an election. 
! He never went to college, 

He never owned a home. 
He never had a lot of money. 

Right Side: He became a nomadic preacher. 

Popular opinion turned against Him. 

He was betrayed by a close friend, 

and His other friends ran away. 

Left Side: He was unjustly condemned to death, 

Crucified on a cross among common 

thieves 

On a hill overlooking the town dump, 

and when dead, laid in a borrowed grave.  



Right Side: Nineteen centuries have come and 

gone. 

Fmpires have risen and fallen 

Mighty armies have marched. 

And powerful rulers have reigned. 

Yet no one has affected humankind 

as This One Solitary Life. 

He is the central figure of the 

human race. 

He is the Messiah, the Son of God, 
Jesus Christ, 

Silent Reflection: "Surely He Bore Our Griefs" 

Choir under direction 

of Robert Rae 

Closing Song: Beautiful Savior (vs. 1,3,4) 

: Missalette #102 : 

 



Tuesday, March 17 

SOCIAL ISSUES OF JESUS 

Song: Because I Love You 

Call to Prayer 

Sacred Scripture Reading: Isaiah 42:1,5-6. 

Psalm Response: 

All: 

Reader: 

All: 

Reader: 

All: 

Speaker: 

Here am I, Lord, I come to do your will, 

I have waited, waited for the Lord, 

and he stooped toward me and heard my cry. 

And he put a new song into my mouth, 

a hymn to our God. 

Here am I, Lord, I come to do your will. 

Sacrifice or oblation you wished not, 
but ears open to obedience you gave me. 

Holocausts or sin-offerings you sought not; 

then said I, Behold I come. 

Here am I, Lord, I come to do your will. 

In the written scroll it is prescribed 
for me; | EE 

to do your will, O my God, is my delight, 
and your law is within my heart! 

Here am I, Loxd, I come to do your will. 

I announced your justice in the vast 

assembly 
I did not restrain my lips, as you 

O Lord know. 

Here am I, Lord, I come to do your will. 

Rev. Bernard Boff 

"The Compassionate Jesus"  



Meditation Song: Servant Song 

Sung by the Bargiel Folk Choir 

Sacred Scripture Reading: Isaiah 61:1-3,6. 

Psalm Response: Psalm 89 
Missalette #229 

Gospel Acclamation: Missalette #6c, p. 5 

Sacred Scripture Reading: Luke 4:16-21. 

Silent Reflection 

General Intercessions: Prayers of the Assembly 

All are invited to offer spontaneous 
petitions at this time. 

Closing Song: Lead Us On, O Lord 
Glory and Praise #111 
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PLEASE NOTE: All are welcome to Hartmann 
Hall each evening following the Mission 
Services for informal sharing. 

Also, each evening the church will remain 
open for awhile for those wishing to spend 
some time reflecting and praying or who may 
wish to speak to one of the Mission Team 
members. 
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Wednesday, March 18 

THE RECONCILING CHIRST 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Song: Seek the Lord 
Glory and Praise #45 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Celebrant: 3 take no pleasure in the death of 

the wicked person, says the Lord, but in 
that person's conversion, that he or she 

may live. 

People: Merciful and gracious is the Lord, slow 

to anger and abounding in kindness. 

Celebrant: ‘Return to the Lord, you God for 
gracious and merciful is he. 

People: Not according to our sins does he deal 
with us, nor does he requite us according 

to our sins. 

OPENING PRAYER 

Celebrant: Let us pray, 
Loving God, help us to live our lives, 
not only during this season of Lent but 
"always as a time of reflection, confession, 
thanksgiving and a time of new dedication to 
your Son whose Passion we remember. Be with 
us as we pray and sing, think and resolve. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen! 

Sacred Scripture Reading: Luke 15:1-3,11-32, 

Introduction to Dramatic Reflections 

RECONCILIATION - COVENANT PLAYERS 

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS 
Celebrant: My brothers and sisters, we should 

pray at all times, especially during this 
Lenten season; we should faithfully keep 
watch with Christ and pray to the Father.  



Leader: That Christians and all people may 

respond to the word of God, we pray to the 

Lord. ee 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: That people everywhere may work for 

peace and justice in the world, we pray to 

the Lord... : 

That all who have sinned or grown luke- 

warm may turn to God again during this time of 

reconciliation, we pray to the Lord... : 

That we ourselves may learn to repent 

and turn from sin with all our hearts, we 

pray to the Lord... 

Celebrant: Lord, may your people turn again to 

you and serve you with all their hearts. 

With confidence we have asked. your help. May 

we now know your mercy and love in our lives. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen! 

Song: Because I Love You 

RESOLUTION 

Father of infinite compassion and mercy, we 

recognize the truth of your persistent love and 

acceptance. We recognize our frailties and limits 

in finding the inner harmony and personal integri- 

ty for which our hearts yearn. By the power of 

your Spirit, help us to turn to your Son, Jesus, 

present in the community of faith, for the recon- 

ciling power he alone can give. Heal the wounds 

and hurts which divide us. Renew our minds and 

hearts as people bound to you in covenant. Let 

us experience a genuine inner conversion from the 

paralysis of sin, so that with all you saints we 

may live in the freedom of your children. May we 

find in the sacrament of reconciliation an experi- 
ence of worship in spirit and truth, so that we 
may ever proclaim our eucharistic pralde of your 
healing and transforming love. Amen.  



INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION PART OF THE SACRAMENT 

CONCLUDING RITE 

Celebrant: Father, bless our living of this 
Lenten Season, Let the great day at its end 

flood all the days between with Easter hope, 
so that our observance may not darken into 
gloom but may remain bright with its promise. 
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, your 
crucified and risen Son. Amen. 

BLESSING 

Celebrant: The Father of mercies has given us 
an example of unselfish love in the sufferings 

"of his only Son. Through your service of God 
and neighbor may you receive his countless 

blessings. 

All: Amen! 

Celebrant: You believe that by his dying Christ 

destroyed death for ever. May he give you 

everlasting life, 

All: Amen! 

Celebrant: He humbled himself for our sake. 
May you follow his example and share in his 

resurrection, : 

All: ~~ Amen! 

Celebrant: May almighty God bless you, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen! 

Closing Song: All the Ends of the Earth 
Glory and Praise #174  



Thursday, March 19 

CHRIST ALIVE 

Eucharistic Liturgy 

PaLrenes Song: Mighty Lord (vs. 1,3,4) 
Glory and Praise #120 

Greeting and Penitential Rite 

Opening Prayer 

Sacred Scripture Reading: 2 Cor. 5:14-17. 

Response: My soul is thirsting for you, 

. 0 Lord my God. 

Reader: O my God, you are my God whom I seek] 

for you my flesh pines and my soul 

thirsts like the earth, parched, life- 

less, and without water. 

All: My soul is thirsting for you, 
0 Lord my God. 

Reader: Thus have I gazed toward you in the 

sanctuary to see your power and your 

glory. For your kindness is a greater 

good than life; my lips shall glorify 

you. 

My soul is thirsting for you, 
0 Lord my God. 

As with the riches of a banquet shall 

my soul be satisfied, and with exultant 
lips my mouth shall praise you. 

All: My soul is thirsting for you, 

0 Lord my God. 

Reader: That you are my help, and in the shadow 

of your wings I shout for joy. My soul 

clings fast to you; your right hand 

upholds me. 

My soul is thirsting for you, 

0 Lord my God.  



Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel Reading: John 20:19-29 

Homily: "Christ Alive!" 
David Wayton. 

General Intercessions 

Presentation of the Gifts 

Song: We Walk By Faith 
Missalette #124 

Eucharistic Prayer 

Acelemarians 

The Lord's Prayer 

Breaking of the Bread 

Communion Procession: I Am the Bread of Life 
Missalette #101 

Communion Meditation: David Wayton 

Prayer After Communion 

Closing Song: City of God 
Glory and Praise #187 

 



FREE WILL OFFERINGS 

Monday, March 16 - Migrant Ministry 

Tuesday, March 17 - St. Vincent de Paul Society 

Thursday, March 19 - Bowling Green Pregnancy 
Center 

ALMSGIVING 

    

 



 


