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INTRODUCTION:

We have all heard the saying, “It takes a village to raise a child”.
contend that it takes an entire faith community

I

sharing their faith with a

child in order for that child to truly know Jesus. Because of that
conviction, our faith community

set out to plan catechesis and share

faith in a different way than had been done before. Realizing that change
usually occurs by taking small steps, we decided to take some of those

steps in how we did catechesis in our parish community. We believe that
if our faith formation is to be effective, it needs to include all generations
of the community.

We also believe that faith formation needs to support

families and to respect their busy schedules.
As a staff we wanted to celebrate the Jubilee year and make
special celebration with our community.

it a very

The bishops of the United States

prepared a pledge for the Jubilee year and asked all of us to reflect on
and commit to it. We decided to plan three events that would be
intergenerational. The first event would be to invite all members

of the

community to sign the pledge. It was moving to see all ages pen their

name under the pledge that would hang in our narthex for the entire
year. Activities were created that would make the pledge more
meaningful for our Faith Formation families. We spent one week on each
statement of the pledge with suggested home

activities. These can be

found in the appendix on page thirty-three.
~ The second event was to celebrate Vatican II during our parish
mission. We wanted to involve the entire parish, including the childrenespecially those who have never before attended / participated. We

involved the children and youth on Sunday afternoon and had 500-600
people in attendance. There were 80-120 people in attendance on the
other nights.
Our third event was to celebrate Confirmation and Pentecost. We

invited the entire parish to write down a gift that they most needed to
receive from the Spirit this Pentecost. Parishioners gave witness talks as
part of the homily on what their faith means to them. We celebrated
Confirmation on Pentecost Sunday.
As a staff we were energized as we worked together on these events.
The creativity of each member was utilized. It encouraged us to plan

other events and projects. The following account gives the highlights of
the events that were planned to encourage total parish participation.

CHAPTER

1:

Many Catholics believe that after they themselves or their children are
confirmed they are done with their faith formation. They believe that

their children need to attend classes so they can make their First
Communion

and for some that they need to stay long enough to also be

confirmed. After that, it’s not really necessary to continue coming to
religious education classes and some Catholics even believe that it is not
really important if they continue to worship on a regular basis. Being

part of a Christian community and continuing to grow spiritually is not
high on their list of priorities.
Maria

Church,
vocation.

Harris,

in her book,

Fashion

Me A People:

Curriculum

and the

explores the nature of the Church as a people with a pastoral
She asks two questions: What meaning of education will serve

us best in realizing that pastoral vocation and when a revised meaning is
proposed, what are the implications for the Church as educator?

Education in the Church is lifelong as well as is our pastoral vocation.
For a people called by the Gospel in baptism and confirmation, there is
no time in our life when that call ends. Our education into it is ongoing,
and ought to become increasingly richer and more complex as we develop

through adulthood.
There are two misunderstandings that prevail in our country that
make it difficult to make this statement a reality. The first

misunderstanding is that education is for children. Many Catholics hold

the conviction that after one has been confirmed, they are done with

being educated or needing to grow in their faith. The second
misunderstanding is that the education can only be formal with the
education taking place in a school with books and lesson plans. If we

think of education in these terms, then children and their parents
assume

that children are the ones that need the education and they are

done being educated at a certain point.

Dealing with this attitude is one

of the most difficult challenges that there is in catechesis today.

Parents

have priorities that sometime put religious formation at the bottom of
their list. Some parents consider religious education important for their

children but will not bring them to Sunday worship or would never
consider their own need for formation.

These attitudes are manifested in

poor attendance for religious education classes or Sunday worship or for

any kind of family involvement that is encouraged. Catechists would
share their frustrations with me about their students whom

rarely if ever

attended Sunday worship. Catechists would ask their students in many
round about ways and sometimes with direct questions if they attended
liturgy on Sunday. On an average, 25-50% of the children was joining
the community on the weekend to worship together.

We have stated the pastoral problem.

Now let us look at the goals of

catechesis and faith formation that will be the guiding force behind our
action plan.

According to the General Directory for Catechesis, #80, “The

definitive aim of catechesis is to put people not only in touch, but also in

communion and intimacy, with Jesus Christ.”

All evangelizing activity is

understood as promoting communion with Jesus Christ.

Starting with

the “initial” conversion of a person to the Lord, moved by the Holy Spirit
through the primary proclamation of the Gospel, catechesis seeks to

solidify and mature the first adherence.

It proposes to help those who

have just converted “to know better this Jesus to whom

he has entrusted

himself: to know his ‘mystery’, the kingdom of God proclaimed by him,
the requirements and comments

contained in his Gospel message,

and

the paths that he has laid down for anyone who wishes to follow
him.” (#80)
According to Thomas Groome in his article “Of Silver Jubilees and the
Ground

Gained”, the goal of Catholic faith formation is to “inform, form,

and transform” communities and individuals into a Catholic faith which
is both faithful to our tradition as Catholics and responsive to the

hungers and life situations of people today.

Faith formation will

empower individuals and families to live as disciples of Jesus Christ at

home and in the world today.

It will foster the personal and spiritual

growth of individuals and families.

It will also draw individuals and

families to responsible participation in the life, mission, and work of the
faith community.

If these are our goals, then it is important that we evaluate the
framework around which we design faith formation.
Harris,

in her book,

Fashion

Me A People:

Curriculum

According to Maria
and

the Church,

the Agents responsible for teaching religious education have been the

teachers, catechists, and the DRE or Principal. The Activity of education
amounted to instruction and many times indoctrination. The
Participants have mainly been the children of the parish community. The
Direction of the instruction has been to know the tradition through study
and reading and listening, and to obey the laws of which embody our
code of morality.
It is important that we make

sure that faith formation is responsive to

the cultural and generational diversity in the parish community.
book, The Search for Common

In his

Good, John Davidson categorizes people

into four distinct groups: mature generation (born before 1946 and the
Vatican II Generation), baby boomers (born between

1946-1961/64 and

the Vatican II Generation), generation X (born between

1961/64-1981

and Post Vatican II Generation) and millennials (born between
present and the Post Vatican II Generation).

1981-

Davidson indicates that

generation or birth cohort is a powerful predictor of one’s approach to

faith and morals.

To a great extent the differences between generations

reflect the different experiences that age groups have during their
formation years.

Learning experiences during people’s formative years

affect their religious outlook throughout their lives.

The factor with the

most impact on Catholics’ religious beliefs and practices is childhood
religiosity - through parish /school religious education and at home.
Family influences are also the most important, especially parents who

give an example to their children by modeling their faith. It seems that

remaining active in one’s childhood church is more attractive to those
with strong family connections.

Young Catholics are less religious in

their childhood than their parents and grandparents;

they report few

experiences of God’s presence in their lives; and are less committed to
the Church.

Unless steps are taken, these trends show a future of

dwindling faithfulness among young Catholics, diminishing awareness of
God’s presence in the lives of Catholic adults, further erosion of Catholic

identity, and a declining sense that the Church is worth supporting.
In the March/April 1997 issue from the periodical Congregations, it
states that the U.S. is moving through a period of profound change
characterized by increasing social, ethnic, cultural, and religious

pluralism.

The U.S. is becoming more multiracial and multicultural.

There is more diversity in behavior and lifestyle.
move away from individualism to community.
poor continues to grow.

There seems to be a

The gap between rich and

Changes in attitude about authority and

leadership coincide with changes in how information is disseminated and
how people want it to be disseminated - both within the Church

the wider world.

Religious congregations are changing.

the mainline is aging.

Membership

financial support are also declining.

and in

Membership in

is decreasing and participation and
Mainline congregations need to

serve both long-time members and newer, younger members, who have
different expectations.

The laity are searching for connections to other

types of resources they want, especially in areas of spirituality.

They

often turn to “new religions” while unaware that resources exist within
their own faith tradition. Perhaps they are unaware of what exists in the
Catholic Church because the Church has turned them off. Perhaps they
didn’t feel welcomed,

they were hurt, they had heard “war stories” by

their elders or they were struggling with their own issues.
Up until this point we have:

defined the pastoral problem
looked

at the aim of catechesis

the goals of faith formation
the old framework for faith formation
the challenge of generational diversity and

some of the sociocultural trends that our country has
undergone.

If we examine

Acts 2:42-47

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ instruction and the
communal life, to the breaking of bread and to the prayers. A
reverent fear overtook them all, for many wonders and signs were
performed by the apostles. Those who believed shared all things in
common; they would sell their property and goods, dividing
everything on the basis of each one’s need. They went to the
temple area together every day, while in their homes, they broke

bread. With exultant and sincere hearts, they took their meals in
common, praising God and winning the approval of all the people.
Day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being
saved.

we discover the Church’s educational ministry embodied and lived in five
classical forms: didache, koinonia, kerygma,

diakonia, and leiturgia.

Harris advocates that we must educate to all these forms, as well as
through all of them.

The fullness of the pastoral vocation will require

that we educate to koinonia - community and communion, to leiturgia worship and prayer, to kerygma - proclaiming the Word of God, to
diakonia - service and outreach and to didache - teaching and learning.

These forms of ministry need to be interrelated if our education is going
to be complete.
If these are our goals for faith formation then we need to involve and
engage the entire faith community.

We need to make

faith formation an

integrated process involving: teaching, prayer, liturgy and sacraments,
justice and service, community life and proclaiming the Word of God.
primary emphasis

A

should be placed on the rhythm and pattern of the

Church year and the liturgical seasons, as well as on the calendar
seasons, ethnic celebrations and traditions, national and diocesan
events, local church events and sacramental celebrations.

The Church

year and liturgical seasons especially offer us a rich opportunity every

year.

If our faith formation is effective it needs to be intergenerational in

focus and engage all generations of the community.

Effective faith

formation needs to empower families to share, celebrate and live their
faith at home and in the world, by supporting families through family involving programs and at-home activities.

We need to respond to the

needs of children, youth, young adults, adults, and families in our
parish.

CHAPTER

TWO:

As a Pastoral Staff, we struggled with the challenge of how to meet the
needs of all people in our community.

We reflected on the ministry of

Jesus and noted that Jesus used every day events and stories to speak
to the people of his time. There always was a profound message
left with his followers.

that he

It was usually simple and not needing much

of an

explanation.
After much prayer and discussion, we decided to look more elosely at
the whole concept of Jubilee.

In the book of Leviticus, it talks about the

year of Jubilee. We celebrate it every fifty years. Every forty generations
celebrates a jubilee and a new millennium.

Jubilee is a holy year.

It is a

time to renew the earth and our relationship with God and each other.
The land is to lie fallow.

Debts are to be forgiven.

It is a time of

reconciliation. In Luke 4:18, it states that the jubilee of our Lord’s birth
calls us “to bring glad tidings to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free.”

As

disciples of Jesus in the new millennium we are called to recommit

ourselves to charity, justice and peace.
All the bishops were encouraging the celebration of Jubilee 2000
throughout the United States.

They prepared a pledge that they were

asking all of us to reflect on and commit to during this year of the
Jubilee.

In making the celebration of Jubilee 2000 become

a lived reality

in our community,

we decided to create a few events that would be

intergenerational in nature.

With the discussion of many possible events

and activities, the following three were picked to be the starting point for
our first year of intergenerational catechesis in our parish.

We believed it was important for each member of our community to
sign the Jubilee Pledge for Charity, Justice and Peace.
pledge to be meaningful,

In order for the

it had to become familiar and understood by

those who were signing the pledge.

Our first event would be the signing

of the Pledge at all the liturgies on the weekend

of January

1-2.

Our

second event would be our Parish Mission where the topic would be
Vatican II: Accepting the Biblical Christ.

We wanted to highlight a

statement in the pledge that called us to “LEARN more about Catholic
social teaching and how we should live with others and care for
creation.”

Our third event would be the celebration of Pentecost and the

sacrament of Confirmation.

This event would highlight the statement in

the pledge that called us to “LIVE God’s love and justice in our homes,
our neighborhoods,

and the world.”

For our first event, our goal was to create an awareness and
appreciation of the Jubilee Pledge as we enter into the new millennium.

JUBILEE
FOR CHARITY,

AS DISCIPLES

OF JESUS

IN THE

PLEDGE

JUSTICE, AND

NEW

PEACE

MILLENIUM,

WE

PLEDGE

TO:

PRAY for justice and peace in the world.
LEARN what Catholic social teaching says about how we should live with
others and care for creation.

REACH

OUT across boundaries to all people; even those who are

different.
LIVE God’s love and justice in our homes,

our neighborhoods,

and the

world.
SHARE

my time and my love to serve those who are poor and vulnerable.

GIVE generously to the poor, the hungry, and those in need.
SPEAK OUT for peace, protection of the earth, and fair treatment of all
people.
ENCOURAGE

those around us to work for charity, justice and peace.

We saw real value in asking each member of the community to
personally sign their name on this pledge. We invited each person, no

matter what his or her age, to participate in this ritual.

We made a

connection of entering into a covenant agreement like those in the
Hebrew scriptures.
Before this event took place on January

1-2, we felt it was important

to educate the community to what the pledge said and what we were
being called to sign.
members

Our staff planned a morning workshop with all

of the Parish Council and members

of all four commissions

(Faith Formation, Worship, Social Concerns and Administration and
Finance).

There was a presentation on the meaning of Jubilee, an

explanation of the Pledge, the invitation for all to sign the pledge and the
emphasis on intergenerational. We also shared the meaning of Jubilee
and the Pledge with all ministries during their meetings, and during all

faith formation classes.

During the liturgies of Advent, the homilies

emphasized Jubilee and our call to live the pledge.

Our parish quarterly

newsletter also talked about the notion of Jubilee and some of the events
we were planning to celebrate Jubilee throughout this year.
We had prepared a large hanging with the pledge written for all to

see.

It was placed in the sanctuary during the liturgy and everyone was

invited to sign his or her name on strips of cloth that were later attached
to the hanging.

This finished work of art has hung in our narthex

throughout this Jubilee Year. During the liturgy we pledged as a

community, as disciples of Jesus in the new millennium to each of the
statements listed above.
Signing a pledge and living a signed pledge are two very different

realities.

The Religious Education Team consisting of myself and four

catechists and a parent asked ourselves how we could make
more meaningful.

the pledge

For the children in our faith formation classes and

their families, we wanted to make

meant in their own world.

sure they understood what the pledge

Many times we take for granted that the

message gets home and families talk together about those activities.

Our

team decided to spend eight weeks of faith formation classes

emphasizing a different statement of the pledge on a particular week.
The team created activities to live out each statement that was age

appropriate to our children.

We sent home activities each week and

invited our children to do the activities and then come back the following
week and share what they did and what it meant to them.
found in the Appendix on page thirty-three.

These can be

We printed some of their

comments in the weekly bulletin along with the suggested activities for
the following week.
Our second event chosen by the pastoral staff centered on our yearly
parish mission. This year the theme was Vatican II.

Our goal for the

community was to learn more about the Second Vatican Council and
what impact it has made

on our Church,

especially in the area of

Catholic social teaching, liturgy and ecumenism. It was decided that we

also wanted our mission to include the children of our community.

We

chose Sunday afternoon as the first day of the mission from 3-5:00

followed by a potluck dinner.

We would begin together in our worship

space. Then the children would be dismissed to another area where they
would have activities planned specifically for them. They would return to
the assembly for the closing ritual.

The remaining sessions would meet

in the evening on the following four nights.
As a staff we realized that the topic of Vatican II might not appeal to

many of our members unless they knew more about the Council.
again we planned a Council-Commission

groups as before.

So

Day and invited the same

Our group was even larger this time.

We gave a

history of our society and church at the time of Vatican II.

The topics of

liturgy, the empowerment of the laity and ecumenism were discussed in
light of Vatican II.

We ended by showing the videotape of Christmas Eve

at the Vatican when Pope John Paul II opened the Jubilee door and
proclaimed this the year of the Jubilee.

It is always a challenge to motivate people to come out in the evening
for a mission talk no matter what the topic.

By inviting the children to

come on a Sunday afternoon in place of their regular class during the
week, we hoped we would see some adults who normally wouldn’t have

taken the time to come to such an event.

We thought a potluck might

also be appealing to some. We were right on both counts. Involving
children brought out more adults and a potluck was very appealing to

many.
It was the responsibility of the Religious Education Team to create the

activities for the children’s portion.

The challenge that the team faced

was to decide what about Vatican II would be important or of interest to
children. All of these children had been born since the council and their

experience of church was post-Vatican.

After several meetings and

discussions, we decided to emphasize the changes in the liturgy since
Vatican II.

For these children they have not experienced any changes in

their lifetime.
this way.

As far as they were concerned the liturgy had always been

We asked ourselves the following questions.

present to us in our liturgy?
experience the divine?

How is God

What changes in the mass help us to

We wanted to make

this an informative time but

also have some fun in the process.
When

the children entered the Social Hall they were given chapel veils

if they were girls. The room was set up to look like church before
Vatican II. There was a communion rail, the altar was placed at the wall
with the tabernacle placed on it. The priest came out and spoke Latin
and the altar boys answered in Latin.

After we went through some of the

ritual of the mass spoken in Latin, we asked what was different with how
we celebrate liturgy today. They were very surprised with how we had
celebrated the liturgy when we were children. They helped rearrange the
room to look like our worship space and they gave their reasons why we
do what we do today. They were very insightful as to why the liturgy had

changed. They mentioned that more people were involved in the liturgy
now. The lectors and Eucharistic ministers and the assembly made the
liturgy more of a celebration. For the remainder of the time, we played

“Who wants to be a Millionaire?”
and also Catholic trivia.

The questions were based on Vatican II

The teams were mixed with all ages, which kept

the teams balanced.
Our third planned event of the year was the celebration of Pentecost
and the sacrament of Confirmation.

The questions we asked ourselves

as a pastoral staff were: How do we live as Catholic Christians?

What

difference does our Christian commitment make in our families, school,

at work, in the market place and in the political arena?

The goal for this

event was to confirm our faith as Catholic Christians as we attempt to
live justly with our families, at school, work, the market place, and the
political arena.
We wanted to encourage families to pray together and so we decided
to have table prayers in the bulletin each week of the Easter season.

As

it came closer to the feast of Pentecost, we invited each person to write
on a brightly colored shape of a flame.

They were asked to write a gift

they were looking to receive from the Spirit this Pentecost.

We hung the

flames from the ceiling in the narthex.
In order to celebrate the Jubilee in a special way, the Diocese of Joliet

decided that the celebration of Confirmation would take place on
Pentecost with representatives from each parish present at the Cathedral

and the remaining to be confirmed in their respective parishes.

The

pastors were given the privilege of confirming the youth in their own
parish.

Those being confirmed had their names

on larger size flames

with the gifts or talents they had which they would use to live out their
Christian call to live justly.
They reflected on the message from 1Corinthians

12:4-11

There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit;
there are different forms of service but the same Lord; there are

different workings but the same God who produces all of them in
everyone. To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given

for some benefit. To one is given through the Spirit the expression
of wisdom; to another the expression of knowledge according to the
same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another gifts of
healing by the one Spirit; to another mighty deeds; to another
prophecy; to another discernment of spirits; to another varieties of

tongues; to another interpretation of tongues. But one and the
same Spirit produces all of these, distributing them individually to
each person as he wishes.

During the weeks of the Easter season members

of the community

gave witness talks during the homily as to what their faith meant to
them. At all the liturgies on Pentecost, different ethnic groups read the
reading from Acts 2:1-11 together in their native language. The following
reading was proclaimed in different languages one after the other.
When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all in one place
together. And suddenly there came from the sky a noise like a

strong driving wind, and it filled the entire house in which they
were. Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted
and came to rest on each of them. And they were all filled with the
Spirit and began to speak in different tongues, as the Spirit

enabled them to proclaim.
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven
staying in Jerusalem. At this sound, they gathered in a large
crowd, but they were confused because each one heard them in his

19

own language. They were astounded,

and in amazement

they

asked, “Are not all these people who are speaking Galileans? Then
how does each of us hear them in his own native language? We are
Parthians, Medes, and Elamites, inhabitants of Mesopotamia,

Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia,
Egypt and the districts of Libya near Cyrene, as well as travelers
from Rome,

both Jews and converts to Judaism,

Cretans and

Arabs, yet we hear them speaking in our own tongues of the
mighty acts of God.

CHAPTER

THREE:

Our goal for the first event was to create an awareness and
appreciation of the Jubilee Pledge as we entered into the new

millennium.

Our pastoral staff saw the value of the time we had spent

with the leadership in the parish prior to the signing of the pledge.

Those members were much more aware of the pledge and the whole
concept of Jubilee.
Children played a major role in the signing of the pledge.

their parents over to sign the pledge.

They led

They were overheard explaining the

pledge to their parents. In the following weeks families were observed
looking for their signatures on the strips that were now attached to the
hanging.

By devoting eight weeks to the living out of the pledge, the

children gained valuable insights into the meaning of the pledge.

They

showed an active participation in the activities by the comments they
wrote on their returned slips each week.

Our goal for the second event of the parish mission was to learn more
about the Second Vatican Council and what impact it has made

on our

Church in the areas of Catholic social teaching, liturgy and ecumenism.
We also wanted to include the children and youth with this experience.
We cancelled the regular classes of faith formation for this particular
week and emphasized that we were all meeting as a total community
during the week of the mission.

We have 1000 fnilios in our parish and 450 families in our Faith
Formation program.

On Sunday afternoon we had approximately 600

people show up for the first session of our parish mission.

We were

pleasantly surprised that so many families came at three o’clock and
stayed through the potluck. It reaffivmed our belief that when families
can engage in an activity together the attendance is much

higher.

Children tend to bring their parents to activities being held.
Our Religious Education team had spent countless hours attempting
to find ways for our children to experience the mass both pre and post

Vatican II. The children had some wonderful insights into how they
experience God being present to them in our liturgy.

They emphasized

that they liked praying in English so that they understood what was
being said.

They noticed that the community is much more involved in

the liturgy now than in the past.

They liked the fact that girls were more

involved as altar servers and that lay people acted as lectors and
Eucharistic ministers. They were aware of God being present to them in

the Word as well as in the Eucharist.

They recognized the changes

in the

liturgy and were able to verbalize the need for them. They did not want to
hang on to many of the pre-Vatican practices.

The “Who Wants To Be A

Millionaire?” game we played was fun for all. We took advantage of the
enthusiasm that was there for the game and used it to highlight some of
the main points from the alternonii and also review in a fun way some of
the important Catholic trivia.

We handed out candy and some prizes at

the end of the game and they returned to the worship space with much
enthusiasm.
Unfortunately the large crowds did not return for the last four
evenings even though childcare was offered.

Many of the adults

expressed that the Sunday presentation was mediocre and one session
was enough for them. There was approximately eighty to one hundred
and twenty people for the remaining evenings.
The goal for the third event of Pentecost and Confirmation was to
confirm our faith as Catholic Christians as we attempt to live justly with
our families, at school, at work, in the market place and in the political
arena.

This event did not generate the same enthusiasm and

participation, as did the first two events.

Education team were wearing down.
in the parish.

Perhaps the staff and Religious

It was also one of the busiest times

It is difficult to know the impact of the Family Table

prayers that were printed on the front cover of the bulletin for the
Sundays after Easter.

As a staff, we never sought out feedback from the

community as to how many used them or how they liked the prayers if

they did take the time to pray together. It would have been helpful to ask
for feedback so we would have known if that would be something we
would want to repeat on another occasion. That would be one
recommendation we would make for future planning.
The project of writing on brightly colored paper in the shape of flames

was very successful.

We had hundreds of flames written on that asked

for numerous gifts from the Spirit at this Pentecost.
gift of patience, peace with a family member,

As examples, the

reconciliation and

discernment were gifts that were being asked for on this Pentecost.

Each

of the Confirmands filled out and decorated a larger set of flames
showing their gifts that they would use as confirmed Christians.
were all hung from the ceiling in the narthex.

These

It was very colorful and

inspirational as we reflected on Pentecost.
The witness talks were given on each Sunday during the Easter
season. They were given by parishioners whom

the staff felt were people

who had a story of faith to share. They were asked and every one of them

agreed to give a witness talk. They were spoken from the heart and the
community gave their total attention.
The sacrament of Confirmation was bestowed upon forty-five high
school sophomores on Pentecost Sunday.

Their family and friends and

other members of the community were there to share in this holy time.
As each Confirmand was called forward to be anointed, the entire family
gathered around and extended their hands over them.

CHAPTER

FOUR:

As a parish community, this was our first effort toward
intergenerational catechesis.

As a staff we realized that this process

helped us to work together collaboratively.

Prior to this, our staff would

come together and share the dates and times of events coming up in the
near future in each of our individual ministries.

We informed each other

so that we would not overlap or double book on a particular date.

There

were times that we did have conflicts and we would do our best to work
around each other’s schedules.

Intergenerational events allowed us to

dream together what could be.

We are a community

of many different

ages, races and ethnic groups.

For example, we have a sizeable amount

of Filipinos in our community. Why not capitalize on the diversity and
use it to enrich us as a community.

We concluded that it was energizing to work together on particular
events.

The sharing of ideas and resources made

We weren’t duplicating events or services.

the event even better.

We became a “we” rather than

individuals working in our particular departments or ministries.

We

could utilize our individual gifts much better and rely on others to use
theirs to accomplish all the necessary tasks.
We also found that we naturally began to work together on other
projects or events.

For example,

our adult education events were not

being attended by very many in the community even though there were

wonderful topics being offered and were prepared very well.

There was a

frustration there and it was discouraging to continue to plan topics to
take place during the day or in the evening.
It was decided that we would work together as a staff and
concentrated our efforts on the parent meetings that were offered to
adults whose children were being prepared for the sacraments of
Reconciliation, Eucharist, and Confirmation.

Instead of offering only one

meeting for each sacrament, we offered two. The first meeting
concentrated on the preparation of the children and the second meeting
focused on an adult understanding of the sacrament.

It became

evident

that many adults had not grown in their understanding of each of these
sacraments and they were very open to what was being presented.

Many

were able to deepen their understanding and appreciation of each of
these sacraments.

The meetings were well done and we utilized the

talents of each staff member. We continue to look for ways to work
together collaboratively.

The Religious Education team stepped up in this process and spent
many hours planning so that the children in our community would be
very much

a part of each of these events.

The team took ownership of

these events and worked endlessly so that Jubilee 2000 would be

meaningful for the children and their families. The activities planned for
each of the statements of the pledge were concrete and well thought out.
The children’s participation in the mission was extraordinary.

The

numbers far outnumbered our expectations.
the pre and post Vatican II liturgies.

They totally participated in

They challenged each other in the

“Who Wants to be a Millionaire?” game.

Each team worked well together

and was competitive to the end. The scheduled faith formation classes

were finished by the time the community was planning for Pentecost.
the team did not get involved in that event.

However,

So

many of the

children wrote on flames and asked for particular gifts at Pentecost.

The Religious Education team worked well together and will continue
to involve other catechists in their planning of future events.
come to see the benefits of intergenerational catechesis.

They have

They look for

ways to involve families in catechesis and these events offer opportunities
for families to engage in them together.

CHAPTER

FIVE:

According to Robert Kinast, Let Ministry Teach, A Guide to
Theological Reflection, the goal of theological reflection is “to recognize

the Divine presence in human experience.” He goes on to say that “if the
goal of theological reflection is to discover God’s presence in current

events, determine what difference that presence makes, and what God
expects as a result.” The goal of faith formation is to connect the Divine

to our daily lives.

We can teach all the prayers, learn all the stories from

scripture, be updated in our doctrines but if we don’t relate to God in a
very real way it’s all pretty meaningless.

Having a personal relationship

with God calls us to live according to Gospel values.
It has always been a challenge of faith formation to help children or
adults to develop a personal relationship with God.
only going through the motions with our faith.
our faith but not nurturing it.

Otherwise we are

We are learning about

Our pastoral staff came together to look at

how we could make God more present in each person’s life in our faith
community.

We came to the conclusion that we needed to work together

and also needed to invite everyone to grow in his or her faith as a total
community.

That is why we made a commitment to intergenerational

catechesis. It makes so much sense to work together and to share our
stories along the way.

We are always going to be at different points on

the journey but we can encourage and support one another.

That is why

we join a faith community.
As a staff, we looked at Jubilee 2000 and its pledge to charity, justice
and peace and decided that this year of the Jubilee was a gift given to us
to celebrate in a special way.

We saw Pope John Paul II open wide the

doors to Christ on Christmas Eve.

He challenged us to live a year of

reconciliation, to forgive debts and to let the land lie fallow.

Our bishops

gave us the Jubilee pledge that called us to act upon eight different
statements as we try to bring about charity, justice and peace.

We felt

our faith community was up to the challenge to look at this pledge more
closely and dedicate ourselves to living out as much

of the pledge as we

could.

So we look at the goals of each of the events planned.

For our first

event, our goal was to create an awareness and appreciation of the
Jubilee pledge as we enter into the new millennium. As we look over the
statements of the pledge we see the eight action words: Pray, learn, reach
out, live, share, give, speak out, and encourage.
we make

God present.

By living out this pledge

Our response can’t be half-hearted.

Catholic Christians only on Sunday.

We can’t be

So as I reflect on our signing of the

pledge and living out the challenge of the pledge, I am convinced that we
have made

a difference in our world because of the choices and decisions

we have made on a daily basis.

Our second event had a goal of learning more about the Second
Vatican Council and what impact it has made on our Church and us,

especially in the area of Catholic social teaching, liturgy and ecumenism.
Our social teachings are challenges to live as Jesus lived and to treat
each other as we would want to be treated.

Our children learned first

hand that we made changes in our liturgy so it would meet the needs of
people in today’s world.

We put emphasis on both word and sacrament.

On one of the evenings in the mission, we invited a cantor from a nearby
synagogue to come join us when we talked about ecumenism.

We saw

first hand how we can live together with other faiths and religions.

There

is so much to reflect upon and learn about regarding Vatican II. We just
scratched the surface with our community.

Hopefully, it sparked some

interest and recognition of some of the important events of the council
and what changes have been made as the result of the council.
that we will continue to involve the children in our parish

We know

mission.

Hopefully the adults will be motivated to attend more of the sessions.
That will depend on the dynamism of the presenter and the topic.
Our third event asked the question, “What difference does our
Christian commitment make in our families, schools, at work, in the
market place and in the political arena?”

We are challenged to live justly

wherever we go and whomever we relate to.

The Jubilee pledge speaks to

this commitment in a very real way. This event left some to be desired.
The activities were neither as creative nor as involving as the other two
events. We could spend a whole year on this question alone.

Perhaps

that will be considered when the staff meets again to plan for next year.

The two questions I ask myself quite often is “How can I help others to
grow in their relationship with God and how can I connect our everyday
life with the Divine?”
formation.

I believe that is the challenge we face in faith

We need to address these questions by creating curriculums

that deal with these questions and involving the whole community in
learning and sharing together.
We have taken some baby steps to create intergenerational catechesis
in our community.

But I think we can see by the response of the

community that they want to see more opportunities to share faith
together.

Already plans are being made

to invite the whole community to

join together in opportunities for faith formation.

Events that are being

planned are not just for elementary or junior/senior high students.
Many of them are for families to attend together.

If families respond to

participate in these events, they will help eliminate the attitude that

catechesis is for children only.
needs to be nourished daily.

They will affirm the belief that our faith
As a staff, we will never be finished with

offering opportunities for those in our faith community.

This will keep

our ministries from planning the same old thing every year.

It will

challenge us to continue to offer opportunities that speak to each person

in our community.
It was my pleasure to work with the staff and Religious Education
team to plan intergenerational events.

It added more hours of planning,

implementing and evaluating, but the enthusiasm was evident among

both groups of people.
have and make
challenges.

They never tire in wanting to improve what we

the needed changes to adapt to today’s needs and

I feel confident that the leadership in our faith community

will continue to ask the important questions and be open to some of the
answers that they might hear.

It’s when we stop listening and think we

know what our community’s needs are, that we fail to be leaders in our
community.

I am hopeful that we will continue to be the leaders that

Jesus wants us to be as we try to bring about the Kingdom in our small
way.

Appendix

The following is a summary

of the activities created for each statement of

the Jubilee Pledge.

STATEMENT

PRAY

FOR

PEACE

ONE:

IN THE WORLD.

Activities:

1.

Look through the newspaper or watch the news for examples
in our world where there is unrest and a lack of peace. Bring
in those articles and we will display them and pray for those
situations.

Take time each day to pray for peace with your family.

STATEMENT

LEARN

WHAT

SAY ABOUT

HOW

CATHOLIC
WE

TWO:

SOCIAL TEACHINGS

SHOULD

LIVE WITH

OTHERS.

Activities:

1

When you watch TV, cartoons, or play a video game, watch
how people treat each other.

Are children seen being kind to each other, respectful of
their parents and older people? Are people following the

example of Jesus?

Write down what you observed and how people treated each
other. Discuss with your family and Faith Formation class.

STATEMENT THREE:

REACH

OUT TO ALL PEOPLE,

EVEN

THOSE

WHO

ARE

DIFFERENT.

Activities:

Do an act of kindness to someone who is different or not part
of your group.

Make

a special effort to show respect to someone who is

difficult to respect because of the way they treat others.

Discuss this with your family.

Write down how you were kind to someone.

STATEMENT

LIVE GOD’S

LOVE AND

JUSTICE

FOUR:

IN MY FAMILY,

CLASSROOM,

AND

NEIGHBORHOOD.

Activities:

Show God’s love and justice by treating my family, fellow
students, and neighbors with respect.

Decide

to do one action this week

for someone.

that will show

God’s love

STATEMENT

SHARE

MY TIME AND

FIVE:

LOVE TO HELP

OTHERS.

Activities:

Help a parent, brother, sister or neighbor.

Hand in your church envelope with a good deed written on it.
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STATEMENT

SPEAK

OUT

FOR

SIX:

FAIR TREATMENT

OF ALL PEOPLE.

Activities:

1.

Identify a person who works for fair treatment for others
(possibly in politics). What are they looking to accomplish?

Think of someone who stands up for other people.

Stand up for something you believe in or someone who is
being treated unfairly.

Write down the name of the person who stands up for others
or what you stood up for.

STATEMENT

GIVE TO THE

POOR

SEVEN:

AND

HUNGRY.

Activities:

Bring your favorite snack to the food pantry.

Go without eating your favorite snack and give that money
you would have spent on it to the poor.

Look into www.hungersite.com on the Internet. By clicking
onto this site each day, you have the opportunity to donate
food to the Third World. It is free to donate. The sponsors of

the site pay for the food donation. Check it out.

Which

snack did you donate? How did it feel to go without

your favorite snack?

Discuss with your family and Faith Formation class.

STATEMENT

ENCOURAGE
CHARITY,

EIGHT:

MY FRIENDS
JUSTICE,

TO WORK
AND

FOR

PEACE.

Activities:

Choose one of the activities of the Jubilee pledge and do it
with a friend.

Sign the pledge as a family.
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