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Introduction
“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can
such faith save them? Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of
you says to them, “Go in peace, keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical
needs, what good is it?
- James 2:14-16

While preparing to embark upon the writings of this project, I checked out some previous
projects from former MAPT students who had already blazed the trail before me. Of the four that
I reviewed, my mentor Doug Bauman, who was working on his project about this time last year,

probably said it best in his introduction when describing the project process, “For the past six
months I have journeyed down a very spiritually fulfilling road. This sometimes rocky, but often
times rewarding road ...” (4). Although our projects are very different, I could really relate to
this path as my experience has been very similar.
I am a volunteer at the Sign of the Kingdom East (or SOTKE) ministry in Lawrenceville,
Illinois. This ministry is an outreach to the poor and needy in our community. We are supported
with volunteers and monetary donations from our local churches as well as physical and
monetary contributions from the community at large. We provide food, clothing, household
items, and utility assistance to those in need. This ministry opened in January of 1990. I became
involved with it in the fall of 2004; however, it wasn’t until February of 2010 when I started
working on my Master’s Degree at Saint-Mary-of-the-Woods College that I became involved on
a full time basis.
During the summer intensive week of 2011 for this MAPT Program, I started to seriously
think of my upcoming project and how I could implement a project that would benefit my
ministry. A week or so after I had returned home and was back at my ministry, my director
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expressed a need to make our supporting churches and community more aware of what we do at
this ministry and of our needs. Our donations from our major contributors had been declining
and we were seeing a rapid increase of new clients to take care of, in addition to those we were
already serving. I briefly mentioned the possibility of doing a pamphlet at this time. However, it
wasn’t until September of 2011 that we hosted an open house that was advertised through local
radio and newspapers and only 32 people attended, including volunteers that we decided to try
something else. It was at this time that I presented my idea of possibly doing a pamphlet to the
board of administration and gave a basic description of what would be included and possible
methods of distribution.
The board thought that this was a good idea and told me to proceed. Along the way, I
have found four previous pamphlets that were made to be given out at past open-houses and
anniversary celebrations. These were only made available to the attendees at these events, and no
further distribution was attempted. The last pamphlet was designed by Pastor Roger Boyd of the
Birds Free Methodist Church in 2009. Pastor Roger emailed me the file and gave me permission
to adapt it to our current needs.
My hope is that in doing a tri-fold pamphlet that will be distributed at each church and
social service agency in our service area, we will inform people of this ministry’s needs for
volunteers and donations. I believe it is important to let people know at each church, besides the
pastor and those on the board, what we do and how their money and donations are used. I have
been the new person on the board before, and did not know what the Sign of the Kingdom was
about. I also believe it is imperative to keep other ministries and social service agencies in our
area informed of our services so we can better network together.

The Scripture at the beginning of this introduction from James 2:14-16 impresses upon
me that I need to have action with my faith. I have been asked to perform numerous tasks at this
ministry and it has been through faith in God that I have made it through each one. This project
will not only depend upon my actions and faith, but also upon those who hear of our needs from
the distribution of this pamphlet and whether or not they will have faith and take action.

Chapter 1
Project Proposal
The Sign of the Kingdom East is where I am involved in ministry and it is supported by
volunteers and donations from the local churches and public. It offers food, clothing and
household items, as well as financial assistance for utilities and prescriptions. I can remember
being at a Sunday evening service several years ago when my pastor told us that we not only
needed to be serving at our church in some manner, but also in a ministry out in the community.
I knew deep down that he was right and felt especially drawn to Romans 12:6-7: “We have
different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then
prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach.”
felt drawn to serve in some way.
It was at another Sunday evening service when our pastor made the announcement that
the SOTKE was looking for volunteers that I felt the Lord calling me to this ministry. Arvin
Hawkins (already a volunteer at the SOTKE) was in attendance that night and the pastor said if
anyone was interested they could contact Arvin after the service if they needed more
information. Of course, I talked with Arvin and he invited me to go with him and he would
introduce me to everyone and show me what I would probably be doing.
I started out making pick-ups and deliveries, stocking shelves, and things of this nature.
However, it wasn’t until I moved up front to interview the clients to see if they qualified for
assistance that I recognized the vast poverty in my community.

That is why I have chosen to do

a pamphlet for the Sign of the Kingdom East that will increase awareness of the services and the
needs of this ministry.

There are 30 churches in our service area and currently only 13 support us financially on
a regular basis. During 2010 we served 2,281 families and a total of 6,636 people. In 2011 we
saw these numbers increase to 2,408 families, and 6,991 people served. Our records show that of
these 2,408 families, we have served 573 different families during this period. Of these 573
families, 159 were first time recipients. Our client numbers are increasing, but the donations we
receive from Tri-State, Bread of Life, Wal-Mart, and other donors are decreasing.

The group that will be the focus of my pastoral project is the poor and marginalized that
my ministry at the Sign of the Kingdom East in Lawrenceville, Illinois seeks to reach out to. This
ministry helps those who are below the poverty guidelines with food, clothing, household items
and some utility/prescription assistance. The youngest head of household that we have ever
served was a seventeen-year old whose mother had abandoned him. The oldest we serve are in
their mid-eighties and retired whose fixed income is not enough to supply their needs for an
entire month. We serve a predominately white community (87.3%). Although there is a good
melting pot of African-Americans (9.6%), Hispanics (3.3%), American Indians and Alaskan
Native (.2%) and Asian (.02%) in our service area (U.S.C.B.). Only one African-American
family uses our services on a regular basis.
According to the census bureau, the total population for our county in 2009 was 16,833.
Those living below the poverty level made up 18.1 % of the population which is much higher
than the state average of 13.3% (U.S.C.B.). A close look at the employment figures represents

the growing needs of those seeking assistance. Unemployment rates for the State of Illinois in
September of 2011 were 9.9% and the National average was 9.1%.

unemployment rate was 9.4% (IURC-Web).

In Lawrence County the

The majority of the people we serve have no higher than a high school education or
G.E.D. equivalency. Those who do work are mainly employed at fast food restaurants, nursing
homes, the hospitals, or at temporary agencies. From the interviews that I have conducted and
the client files that I have viewed, of those who are employed, most earn the minimum wage. A
lot of those who come in are retired and on a fixed income, some are on various types of
disability, some claim that no one is working in the home and that they are not on any aid, and
the rest are receiving public aid assistance.
While it may be true that our county has been hit by hard times, this plays a major factor
in the new clients that we are seeing (2011 average = 13.3 per month). The majority of those we
serve have been coming for years. These clients seem to be stagnating in their pursuit of a better
life. It appears that some see the way they live as a good life. They are what we refer to as
“generational.” Priorities and basic living skills, such as money and time management are
lacking. Personal hygiene is also an issue with the greater part of our clients.
With this being such a small community, a volunteer might see a good percent of the
clients throughout the week. These same clients can be seen coming out of the liquor store
having purchased alcohol, talking on their cell phones, smoking cigarettes, and at fast food
restaurants. A lot of the problem seems to be that they know that our ministry and the other
Christian Ministries and Social Service Agencies will provide them with groceries, gas vouchers,
utility assistance, and some medical help. It looks to me like these same clients feel like we are
obligated to meet their basic needs so they can have the material things they desire.
The breakdown of those who are religious and identify with one denomination or another
in the county is about '2 of the total population of 16,833. Those who claim to be Evangelical
make up the largest number at 4,097, followed by Mainline Protestants 3,400, Catholics 884, and

Lutheran 68 (Patl1).

Of the 573 families the SOTKE has served this year, only 43 answered yes

to our survey when asked if they attended church. There were 216 who answered the survey
question as no, while 314 did not comment (SOTKE).
The numbers show that there is a lack of faith-development in those who use our
services. I admit that my fellow volunteers and I don’t know all of the 43 who answered yes to
going to church. However, of those we do know, which is about half, most of them attend church
occasionally just to take part in the assistance that a church might provide. That is not to say all
are like this. I know a couple of hard working pastors who have to come in and get groceries. I
also know some parishioners that are very faithful to attend church that have to use our services.
The main goal of this project is to inform people of this ministry’s needs for volunteers
and donations. Also, to let people know at each church, besides the pastor and those on the
board, what we do and how their money and donations are used. As well as to reach out to the
churches who do not regularly support us and finally, to let the other ministries and social service
agencies in our area know of our services so we can network better together. Secondary goals
would be to gain additional financial support, donations, and volunteers to enhance or expand
our services. This project will be a voice for the poor and needy in our community to let the
churches and public know of their needs and how this ministry seeks to meet them.
My plan is to construct an updated pamphlet with all of our current information in it that
will inform people of this ministry’s needs for volunteers and donations including: list of
services offered, history, mission statement, how to volunteer, how to donate, what to donate,
families served in past 12 months, people served in last 12 months... Our main outreach will be
to the 30 churches in our service area — see Appendix H. Pamphlets would also be distributed to

places like the Chamber of Commerce, ERBA & other Social Service Agencies.

To launch this project, I have scheduled speaking engagements at our local Ministerial
Association for January 2012. I have spoken with several pastors who think that this would be a
good first step to present the pamphlet and the associated issues that we are trying to accomplish.
Pamphlets would be printed up and ready for distribution at the meeting if the pastors so desire
to take them or if they would give me the contact person at their church who would attend to
distributing them. We will also be offering for those who wish, an electronic file by email that
may be reproduced and/or adapted to fit each churches needs. I have been made aware that not
all pastors may be in attendance at any given meeting. So therefore, I will need to have an
alternate method of distribution. Fellow volunteers at the SOTKE have offered to take them to
their respective churches to distribute. For the remaining churches, who are not in attendance or
that I don’t have a contact with through the SOTKE Ministry, packets will be mailed to their
church offices. Packets will include an introduction letter — see Appendix G, with pamphlets —
see Appendix F, explaining why they are receiving them.

We will request that they be posted or

distributed in their churches sometime during the month of January. At my church, my pastor has
already requested that we adapt them to fit into our monthly newsletter.

Chapter 2
Theological Reflections
The theological reflection process that I chose to follow was based on that of James D.
Whitehead’s Tri-polar Model of Experience, Scripture/Tradition and Culture. I was more
familiar and comfortable with this model having used it in previous MAPT Courses and it
seemed a better fit for my project than the other reflection processes that I had studied. From my
ministry at the Sign of the Kingdom, I selected a group of 4 women and 2 men besides myself
for this group. Of the 6 that I chose, 4 volunteer on a regular basis, 1 is a former volunteer and
the other is an occasional volunteer.

I tried to get a diverse representation of the denominations

for this group: 2 Catholics, 1 Free Methodist, 1 Baptist, | Emmanuel Tabernacle, and 2 Disciples

of Christ. I also included in my selection a representative from each of the services we provide
such as a person who would do intake paperwork, fill the food orders, stock the shelves, make

pick-ups or deliveries, and sort donated items (clothing, household wares, groceries... ).

Theological Reflection — Planning Stage
My theological reflection group met on a Tuesday evening at the Sign of the Kingdom
East for our planning stage meeting. Of course, I had revealed the idea of my project and a few
of the key components to each individual when I was requesting their assistance for this
undertaking. I had centered the Experience question, Scripture/Tradition, as well as the Cultural
part of the model on our service to the poor and how we are called to care for them since my
project is designed to make our community aware of the needs of the poor and the Sign of the
Kingdom East’s outreach to them.

We began the meeting with prayer. After a brief description of the Tri-polar model and
my current assignment, we read God’s Word - as it was adapted from Matthew 25:31-40 which
appeared in the book Praying with Dorothy Day. The experience question I posed dealt with
having each one in the group telling their story of how they came to know about the SOTKE and
volunteer. This produced a lively discussion of how God had led each of us to the same place
and service through different avenues.
Next we entered the Scripture/Tradition phase of the model, I shared with them from a
book by Kathleen McAlpin, Ministry that Transforms and her meaning of the term “ministry” as
it is used in the Christian tradition today. This definition, plus the scripture, and the tradition
based on readings from the Catechism of the Catholic Church provided us with our identity to
serve the poor. We recognized that we were part of this ongoing tradition to serve the poor as
God has called us to do.
I began the Culture part of the model with what the Lord had laid on my heart about
doing a pamphlet that would generate awareness of the services and the needs of this ministry to
those in our community. I showed them the latest statistics, which included the rapid increase of
new clients as well the decrease in donations from our suppliers. After a discussion on the
economy and the clients we serve, we each shared stories of personal experiences both positive
and negative of helping someone through this ministry. The group concluded that the joy of
helping the sincere clients far outweighed the discouragement that we sometimes feel from ones
who attempt to misuse this ministry.
It was at this time that I explained to them my idea to launch the pamphlet that would be
distributed to our local churches and social service agencies. I provided them with copies of past
pamphlets that had been produced just to be handed out at the ministries open-house /

anniversary celebrations. We reviewed the most recent one from a 2009 open house that we were
going to use as a guideline for the new one. We discussed what we would like to add as well as
omit from the old one. The group was very energetic in providing useful information and
suggestions regarding what should go in the pamphlet and its distribution. They were very
supportive of the idea of launching a campaign through this pamphlet that is intended to increase
the awareness of our services and needs. We would meet again before the implementation stage
to review the final draft of the pamphlet.

Theological Reflection — Implementation Stage
The implementation theological reflection group consisted of the same 6 individuals and
myself who participated in the planning stage group. I was excited to meet with them and hear
the reaction that they had received from their various churches. The theological reflection
process that I chose to follow was again based on that of James D. Whitehead’s Tri-polar Model
of Experience, Scripture/Tradition, and Culture.

We opened with prayer. Then we each took turns telling of what we each experienced
according to the role each one had in the implementation stage. Two of the ladies in the group
had personally handed out the pamphlets at their churches services. They reported that they were
well received and one commented that a parishioner commented “this is just what we have
needed!” Another gentleman who took his packet to his church said that they were well received
there as well. For each one of us, it opened the door to talk about this ministry to those who
didn’t know that we served at this ministry or who had often wondered what it was all about.
Next we moved to the Scripture/Tradition part of our group and read from Luke 4:42-44
and Luke 5:12-14. I shared with the group that I had once heard a pastor use this scripture as an
example of Jesus who could usually be found preaching and then healing. The pastor said that
Jesus’ primary mission was to teach, but the people knew that he could heal as well. Jesus did
not let this interrupt his teaching; he incorporated it in with his mission. I likened this to our
mission as the servants of Jesus to live as we have been taught and reach out to others as Jesus
would want us to. I shared that I knew we had each felt a call to serve at the Sign of the Kingdom
East, regardless of the duties we perform there and that this project that they were helping with
may have been an interruption to their normal routine, but like Jesus they too had incorporated it
into their mission. The group consensus was that it was a joyful interruption.

For the cultural part of the group reflection, I brought their attention to the final statistics
that appear in the pamphlet for the entire year compared with those statistics that were compiled
for our last group meeting. We were all surprised at the steady increase of families served as well
as the new ones coming in. One of the main themes that we each encountered in our personal
outreach with this project was the concern of those churches that also had food pantries and
offered similar services, that those receiving assistance were taking advantage of each ministry.
We decided that it was our calling to provide the services and we had to have faith that those we
help will be honest.
I concluded by sharing that an essay I read from Richard D. Parsons reminded me of the
importance of my role to help those that I serve, meet their needs rather than to seek to satisfy
my own (110).

However, as I went through the steps of the implementation stages of this

project, I could not only see the importance of meeting their needs, but I could also see that in a
strange way, my needs were being satisfied by taking part in helping to meet their needs. We
each agreed this was part of our spiritual maturity.

Chapter 3
Analysis of Implementation Stage
After my return home from the weekend residency for Arts and Skills in Ministry, I sat
down and read through each unit. I also took the time to go over the material that was presented
this same weekend for the follow-up class TH594. As my idea for my project developed and I

reflected back on what I had read, I tried to plan ahead so I would be on schedule with each stage
and would have no surprises or delays. This seemed to go well as I arranged for my theological
reflection groups and made an appointment to speak at the Ministerial Association’s meeting.
However, between the planning and the implementation stages an important element was missed
by me and my team. They never asked and I never bothered to mention how these would get
printed! I guess I thought they would magically print themselves.
The part that I thought would be the hardest, the printing and folding went relatively
easy. Contacting the 30 churches in our area to get an estimate of the pamphlets needed and
assembling the packets went smoothly too. Luke 14:28 says “For which of you, desiring to build
a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it?” Guilty! I

guess I had faith that the Lord would provide, because I had basically neglected my printing
plan.
I had first envisioned doing color pamphlets and was told immediately that this would be
too costly. When I started looking at the price of copy paper, I decided that I would swallow my
pride and ask Wal-Mart if they would be interested in donating some for this project. They told
me I would need to submit a letter of request on agency letterhead and that it might take a few

weeks before we heard anything because it had to be submitted to regional headquarters. I rushed
home and wrote the letter — see Appendix I.

To my surprise, Wal-Mart called that very afternoon to tell me I could come and pick up
the paper. To my disappointment, they could only donate 20 1b weight paper. I had requested 4
reams of 24 1b weight paper so that the print would not show through. The manager was very
nice in her explanation that it would have been March of 2012 before she could request anything
else for charitable organizations, because she had already used her quarterly budget. The fact that
she had extra for her personal office use on hand was the reason I was able to obtain the
donation.

When I started calculating the cost to print 1,500 copies from my home pc I was a little
worried. From the calculations that my wife and I had made, it would cost about a $150 to print
them ourselves. A trip to Office Max and Staples for their professional printing service estimated
the cost at about $300. When I spoke to my director at the SOTKE, he said we could make use of
any of the printer cartridges that had been donated. After a couple hours of going through these
used, donated ones that were long overdue being checked out, we found none that were any
good! Further research revealed that we could print them on the copier at the SOTKE for around
$30 and my director agreed for the Kingdom to pay for the toner.
The theological reflection groups had both gone really well and I felt blessed to have the
people helping me that I did. However, when I started the actual implementation stage by
speaking at the ministerial association, going around and visiting with the pastors and
parishioners at each church who were not able to attend the ministerial association meeting to
drop off packets and explain what we were trying to accomplish, as well as the social service
agencies in the area I felt even more blessed. I really enjoyed speaking at the ministerial
association and gaining insight to their world and listening to their thoughts and concerns as they

shared their past experiences in this ministry and similar ones. I was alarmed to discover the vast

differences in the size of the various churches. We had several that had over 100 attend every
Sunday, and some that only had as few as a dozen or so. I even discovered that one of the
churches had to close in the past few weeks because of such dwindling numbers.
I felt remorse from the representatives of some of the churches that don’t give on a
regular basis to the Sign of the Kingdom East. It was not my intention to make them feel this
way. Several pastors made the comment that they would prefer to just make a monthly or
quarterly donation to the SOTKE and refer clients to us rather than duplicate the same services
and have the problem of some people going around and abusing these services. However, they
commented that they had not been able to change their church board-member’s minds in this
matter. Hopefully, the information in this pamphlet can be used to accomplish this if it is the
Lord’s will.
My final thought on the knowledge gained in the implementation stage is that I need to
have more faith as well as be better organized. I tended to lack faith that people would be willing

to volunteer with this project or want to donate to its success. I consider myself conservative and
don’t wish to put others out, but I found pastors who lived over twenty miles away that were not
able to attend the ministerial association meeting who were willing to meet me at the SOTKE or
somewhere else to pick up their church’s packet and talk for a minute. I was my own worst
enemy at times. That is why I say that I need to have more faith in my future endeavors. I don’t
know what the Lord has in store for my future, but I do know he has given me a wealth of

knowledge and experience from this project to draw from.

Chapter 4
Evaluation of the Project by Participants
My theological reflection group agreed that the evaluation criteria used for this project
would be the feedback we received from the churches and social service agencies. Just because
we do not see an increase in donations or volunteers (although this would be nice) will not be the
deciding factor on the success or failure of this project. Dave Branon in his commentary on
Psalm 86 tells us that “the help God provides is not measured by a monetary ledger sheet” (1127-11). Whether or not people respond in this way is up to the moving of the Holy Spirit.
Feedback from the parishioners at each church to fellow volunteers and myself will help
determine the success of this project because it is all about raising the community’s awareness.
Things that we will be looking for are comments such as: “I didn’t know you offered these
services;” “I didn’t know you served so many,” “I didn’t know I could donate my items or
volunteer.” Things of this nature or pointers that might help improve our ministry or even the
distribution and design of this pamphlet in future years.
We started receiving feedback almost immediately after the distribution of these
pamphlets. A lady from the Baptist church commented that “this is just what we needed.” The
pastor at the Presbyterian Church said that “the Sign of the Kingdom ministry is right around the
corner from his church and he had no idea we served so many.” The pastor at the Birds Free
Methodist Church who was involved with this ministry a couple of years ago said “the increased
numbers we are serving since he left are staggering.” Another pastor commented that his church
“gives regularly to foreign missions, but had overlooked the fact that we had such a great need
here in Lawrenceville.”

20
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods
College Library

While we received a lot of favorable feedback, we also started seeing more monetary
donations come in as well as food, clothing, and furniture. Our ministry needed a person to
volunteer to take a turn to make pick-ups at Wal-Mart on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday once
a month because we had lost the two pastors that had been filling this role to relocation. A
gentleman I met who was representing his church when I was distributing the packets and was
explaining our mission told me that he had just retired and would be willing to help us. By filling
this role, my director thought the project was a success based on this alone!
As noted above, we started receiving positive feedback right away. Community
awareness for our organization has already begun, just by contacting the 30 churches in our
service area, and that is before they even shared them with their congregations. We have even
been contacted to come and do a “mission’s moment” for several churches. The early results
prove favorable that we have obtained our goal of educating the community about our ministry.
Another positive aspect of this has been an increase in donations and the promise of people
willing to volunteer. Although it was not the intention of this project to gain additional clients, by
supplying the community with this information, it was a very real possibility that the number of
referrals would increase. Of course, that is what our ministry is there for.
In fact, the real success of this ministry has always been about seeing those clients who
we serve that we are able to make a difference in their lives. This project was being done in
hopes of keeping this ministry in the public eye so we can continue to help those in need.
Margaret Kornfeld says in her book Cultivating Wholeness that “some, who in spite of
unpromising, troubled, or disadvantaged childhoods, land on their feet later as adults and are
then able to live productive and satisfying lives is due to social support” (87). That is why we do

this ministry, to help people “land on their feet.” Sometimes we may be fortunate enough to

know that we have made a difference, if we see one of our clients out in the community and they
come up to us and say that we helped them through a rough spot in their lives. Some we help, we
may never see again and won’t know if they have moved on to another community or if they
have just “landed on their feet” and don’t need us anymore.

Chapter 5
Personal Theological Reflection

“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no
deeds? Can such faith save them? Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily
food. If one of you says to them, “Go in peace, keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about
their physical needs, what good is it?
- James 2:14-16
As I write this portion of the reflection, I can already look back at what has transpired and
call it providence. I knew last summer when I went to “summer intensive” classes that I would
need a project for this fall. This helped me realize my calling at my ministry. From the
conversation with my director that sparked the idea of a pamphlet to provide promotion for this
ministry, to my surgery that placed me upfront doing interviews, assisting clients with financial
help, and giving me access to our records and a better understanding of how our ministry flows,
to my call to Pastor Roger Boyd who informed me that he had done the last pamphlet and we
could use it as a guide. I can see God’s hand at each turn.
This project, as with life (and anything) has had its highs and lows! The Scripture
above from James 2:14-16 was in an old handout at the SOTKE that I found while doing
research for this project. At the time, it seemed to be another dead end or low. However, as the

project progressed, I kept coming back to this piece of Scripture. I not only adopted it as my
personal mission statement, but also decided it should be put it back into the new pamphlet as
our Scripture. I fully recognized that there was a time in my Christian walk that I claimed to have
faith, but lacked deeds.

In their book Christian Life Patterns, James and Evelyn Whitehead talk

about how our “religious growth can be charted in terms of discipleship which is the adults
maturing sense of identity.” Our charity is the “ability to love and give of oneself” and our
stewardship is our “capacity for responsible care” (21). As I proceeded through this project I
23

could honestly see these characteristics taking shape in my life as I was challenged to enter water
that I had not tread before.
The question I posed to my theological reflection group was “How did I come to know
about the SOTKE and volunteer?” This ministry is made up of volunteers from the local
churches. At some time we all answered the call to serve at this ministry. The goal of the
pamphlet is geared at not only heightening the community’s awareness, but also at obtaining
additional donations as well as volunteers. I thought to myself, are we doing all that we can to
promote this ministry’s needs. That is why I posed the question above. I felt that a connection
needed to be made between our experience of coming to help the poor and serve at this ministry

and our need to take the step towards recruiting those who are out there in similar situations, like
we were and needing someone to let them know that there is a mission field right in their back
yard.
I liked a comment that I read in 4 Spirituality for Collaborative Ministry by Wilkie Au
that to me defined my group. It said that we can generate “a sense of shared vision and common
purpose” among our co-disciples when we “honestly share our insights” and ask questions,
seeking God’s guidance, and praying together for answers (396-97). When my theological
reflection group discussed how Scripture/Tradition had played a role in our choosing to serve the
poor, we referenced the early church that we read about in Acts 6:1-7 and how, like the early
disciples that were selected, we too were chosen to help distribute food. We recognized the fact
that up through the ages this has continued as Jesus said it would to be a need and after we were
gone that it would still remain. It just happened to be our time, in our tiny little corner of the
world, to do our part of this service.

This made me think of what Joyce Rupp in her Rediscovering God in the Midst of Work
essay said about being in union with God not only asks for our surrender, but also a “continued
effort” on our part. Discovering God is not a one-time event (259). Staying connected with God
requires one to have
fully arrives in

ccc

cee

“‘attentive eyes’ if they are to be open” to what he reveals. No one ever

“‘terms of a way or a method or an attitude’ that keeps them in union with God.”

This is a constant challenge that entails prayer, growth, and reflection (260).
This ministry is also a constant challenge and, as I mentioned above, it just happens to be
our time to be serving in it. Robert Kinast says in his book Let Ministry Teach that “a critical
question does not contain its own answer; it only signals that a better answer is needed than is
now available” (126). This pamphlet cannot just be a one-time event either, as we have seen
from our records. We have to stay connected with God as well as to our community who
supports us. The landscape of pastors, parishioners, and those who serve at this ministry will
continue to change as the years go by. This experience will provide us with a foundation to go
forth in the future with an annual newsletter or pamphlet that will continue to heighten the
awareness of this ministry and its services and needs.
In his essay Listening for Grace: Self Psychology and Spiritual Direction, C. Kevin
Gillespie describes wholeness as something that can be achieved through the discipline of
reflecting on “our theological understanding of God and our psychological understanding of the
human person.” This involves the notion by Karl Rahner that we must “listen for grace through
the communication of God’s very self to the self of the individual” (348). Necessitating “action
from both the giver” and the receiver. The action by God can be “theologically spoken through

the insights offered to us through sacred scripture and tradition.” Recognizing as Rahner stated,

that “The Giver Himself is the Gift’” (357). Reflecting upon this made me realize how God has
made me aware of the needs of the poor and needy.
We read Jesus’ words in Matthew 26:11 that the poor will always be with us and we find
2,000 years later that this prophecy still holds true. Catholics have inherited the long custom of
“thought and action on the moral dimensions of economic activity.” We are called to serve the
needy and to constantly promote “social and economic justice” just as Jesus taught his disciples
and as his Church continues to teach (#5, #8). Another piece of Scripture that deals with how
God wants us to treat the poor and needy is found in Matthew 25:31-46, the parable of “The
Sheep and Goats.” If we have reached out to those who “hunger, thirst, need clothing, are sick, or
a stranger, or been in prison” then we will have done the work of the Lord (NIV). In the
Catechism of the Catholic Church, it tells about St. Rose of Lima’s defense to her mother when

she was reproached for helping the poor: ““when we serve the poor and the sick, we serve
Jesus’ (649).
This project accomplished its goal of being a voice for the poor and needy in our
community by informing the churches and public of their needs and how this ministry seeks to
meet them.

This pamphlet let people know at each church, besides the pastor and those on the

board, what we do and how their money and donations are used. It also reached out to the
churches that do not regularly support us and finally it let the other ministries and social service
agencies in our area know our services so we can network better together.
An example of this is that before the pamphlet was even distributed, I ran into a
gentleman at Wal-Mart who farms for a living, who knew that I had gone back to school to work
on my Masters Degree. He asked me how school was going and what I was currently doing. I

explained my ministerial project at the SOTKE ministry to him. He belongs to a congregation

that traditionally has not been a regular contributor. He told me that he knew of a fellow
parishioner at his church that was looking to help a local ministry and asked what our greatest
need was at the moment. I responded that currently our food pantry was the biggest area of need
because of the decrease in provisions from the food banks that supply us. A week later, this
gentleman brought a check by for a $1000 from his friend for our ministry.
The first course that I took on my journey at Saint Mary’s of the Woods College for the
Masters Degree in Pastoral Theology was called God and the Human. One of the initial things I
can remember learning in this class was that Christian Theology is “faith seeking understanding”
or “fides quaerens intellectum” as Anselm of Canterbury originally phrased it. Alister E.
McGrath tells us “that faith implies commitment” (113). In my reflection, as I noted above, there
was a time in my Christian walk that I claimed to have faith, but lacked deeds or commitment.
As I go forward, I realize that life for a theologian has always been and will continue to be about
“faith seeking understanding.”

Appendix A
Timeline:

September 29, 2011: met with board at Sign of the Kingdom to seek approval to do an updated
pamphlet/brochure that would be submitted to all the churches in our service area. Board agreed
this was a good idea.
October 24, 2011: met with Pastor Tom Akers and discussed pamphlet/brochure feasibility.
Pastor Tom who is the former president of the Ministerial Association thought it would be a
good idea to launch the pamphlet/brochure by speaking at one of the meetings. He passed on the
information as to who were vice-president and president.
November 3, 2011: called Pastor Roger Boyd (Vice-President of Ministerial Association) at the
Birds Free Methodist Church to discuss the possibility of speaking at one of the meetings. In the
process of doing this, he shared that he had actually done the last update of a pamphlet/brochure
a couple of years ago for the 20 year anniversary of the agency, however it was only distributed
that day to those in attendance. He will try to find a copy for me to look at. He referred me on to
the president of the association so I could run it by him.
November 3, 2011: talked with Pastor Geoff Huish from the Lawrenceville Presbyterian
Church, who is the President of the Ministerial Association. He thought that this would be a good
idea; however he did warn me that not all pastors would attend. I am supposed to call him after
the second Tuesday in December to find out the location of the next meeting.
November 3, 2011: Pastor Roger Boyd came to the Sign of the Kingdom this afternoon with a
copy of the last pamphlet/brochure made and we exchanged e-mail addresses. He will send me
the file copy of the previous brochure to use on the new one.
November 8, 2011: Theological Reflection planning group met at SOTK.
November 14, 2011: Contacted Pastor Irwin Bales of the St. Francisville Free Methodist Church

and President of the St. Francisville Ministerial Association to request time to speak at their
meeting to introduce pamphlet. We were not able to arrange a speaking engagement.
November 30, 2011: tentative pamphlet draft completion.
December 10, 2011: informal implementation group meeting to adopt final draft of pamphlet.
December 13, 2011: met with Pastor Geoff Huish to confirm time and location of January’s
Ministerial Meeting.

December 19, 2011: submitted request letter and sample pamphlet to local Wal-Mart for
donation of paper to be used for pamphlets. I received 4 reams of paper.
January 10, 2012: Spoke at the Lawrenceville Ministerial Association to announce distribution
of pamphlets to churches and community.
January 11-15, 2012: We met with pastors or parishioners at various churches who represented
their churches to explain and distribute pamphlets. We also mailed introduction letter and
pamphlets to the 3 churches that I was not able to make contact with.
January 25, 2012: Submit initial draft of pastoral project to Father Bernard La Montagne.
(Projected) February 15, 2012: Submit final draft of pastoral project to Father Bernard La
Montagne.
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Appendix G
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— Fast
P.O. Box 663
1104 Jefferson Street
Lawrenceville, IL 62439

Phone: (618) 943-4404
Email: SOTKEAST@gmail.com

January 2012
Dear Pastor and Church Families:
Greetings from the Sign of the Kingdom East Volunteers!
We hope that you have had a blessed and safe 2011. As the New Year is upon us, we here at the
SOTK East would like to provide you with our latest pamphlet.

This pamphlet contains our current information that will inform people of this ministry’s needs
for volunteers and donations including:
list of services offered
history
mission statement
how to volunteer
how to donate
what to donate
families and number of people served in past 12 months

Please find the enclosed pamphlets for posting or distribution in your facility. We would like to
request that they be distributed to your congregation during the month of January or your earliest
convenience. The document is also available by email upon request as well as a half fold 815” by
14” version. Please send request to SOTKEAST
(@
Thank you in advance for your consideration.
Sincerely, Sign of the Kingdom Volunteer Staff

Appendix H
1015 12" Street

First United Methodist Church
Lawrenceville Free Methodist Church
Central Christian Church

Otterbein United Methodist Church

1107 10™ Street

Lawrenceville, IL 62439

308 Buchanan Drive

Lawrenceville, IL. 62439

1210 11" Street

May Chapel United Methodist Church

Lawrenceville, IL 62439

Lawrenceville, IL 62439

~~ Share Pastor w/ Otterbein United Methodist

Lawrenceville Wesleyan Church

1406 6™ Street

Lawrenceville, IL 62439

Pinkstaff United Methodist Church

Route 3 Box 203A

Lawrenceville, IL

Billet United Methodist Church

RR 1 Box 94

Lawrenceville, IL 62439

62439

Zion United Methodist Church Share Pastor w/ Billet United Methodist Church
First Baptist Church

810 Dubois

Lawrenceville, IL 62439

First Presbyterian Church

809 12™

Lawrenceville, IL 62439

St. James AME

PO Box 345

Lawrenceville, IL

Rising Sun Christian Church

RR2

62439

Lawrenceville, IL 62439

Allison Prairie Brethren Church

RR2 Box 261

Lawrenceville, IL

Bee Branch Community Church

RR2 Box 23

Lawrenceville, IL 62439

Calvary Apostolic Church

RR4

62439

Lawrenceville, IL 62439

Highway Church of God

Highway 50 West

Trinity Power of Pentecost

1502 9" Street

Lawrenceville, IL 62439

First Christian Church

1407 State Street

Lawrenceville, IL

62439

Church of Christ

1401 5 Street

Lawrenceville, IL

62439

Our Savior Lutheran Church

1411

Lawrenceville, IL. 62439

Wesleyan Christian Church

804 4™ Street

Lawrenceville, IL 62439

St. Lawrence Parish Center

1106 Collins Ave.

Lawrenceville, IL

St. Francis Xavier Parish

Share Pastor w/ St. Lawrence Parish Center

Pleasant Ridge Christian Church

R3 Box 117A

Birds Free Methodist Church

RR2

Emmanuel Tabernacle

Free Methodist Church

15" Street

PO Box 336

~~ Lawrenceville, IL 62439

62439

Lawrenceville, IL 62439
Flat Rock, IL 62427
St. Francisville, IL 62460

12303 Sand Barrens Ln.

St. Francisville, IL 62460

First United Methodist Church

501 Main Street

St. Francisville, IL 62460

St. Francisville Christian Church

720 Main Street

St. Francisville, IL 62460
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PO Box 663
Lawrenceville, IL 62439

618-943-4404
Email: SOTKEAST@gmail.com
December 19, 2011

Wal-Mart Supercenter
2610 West Haven Road
Lawrenceville, IL 62439

Dear Jamie Tylka,

Hello, my name is Jeff Shick. I live here in Lawrenceville and I am currently working on
my Master’s Degree in Pastoral Theology at Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College in Indiana. To
fulfill the graduation requirements, I must complete a pastoral project. The Sign of the Kingdom
East is where I am involved in ministry and it is supported by volunteers and donations from the
local churches and public.
My project is to construct a pamphlet with all of our current information in it that will
inform people of this ministry’s needs for volunteers and donations including: list of services
offered, history, mission statement, how to volunteer, how to donate, what to donate, families

served in past 12 months, people served in last 12 months... Our main outreach will be to the 30
churches in our local area. Pamphlets would also be distributed to places like the Chamber of
Commerce, ERBA & other Social Service Agencies on East side of the county. Distribution is
planned for the middle of January 2012.
I'would like to request the help of our local Wal-Mart in making this possible. To
implement this project, I will be in need of 4 (500 sheet) reams of 24 Ib. weight, 8/2” x 11” paper
of any color. If you would be able to make this contribution, I would also like permission to
include your name in thanks in my thesis book that will be published at the completion of this
project. I can be reached at the email listed above or at my home (618) 943-5675. Thank you for
your time and consideration. God bless you.
Sincerely,
Jeff Shick, Sign of the Kingdom East Volunteer
42

Appendix J
(Presentation notes for Ministerial Association)
I would like to thank you for allowing me to speak with you this morning. My name is Jeff Shick
and I live here in Lawrenceville. I am a volunteer at the SOTKE and I am currently working on
my Master’s Degree in Pastoral Theology at Saint-Mary-of-the-Woods College, west of Terre
Haute, IN. One requirement of the program is that I do a Pastoral Project at the ministry that I am
involved with. Last summer when I was looking for a project to do, our director, Short Tucker,
expressed an interest in getting the word out to those who support us about our services and
needs. That is when I inquired about doing a pamphlet to be distributed to each church and social
service agency in our area.
The board at the SOTK and my professor at school who was overseeing my project both
thought that this was a good idea and told me to proceed. They both thought that it would be a
good idea to speak at the ministerial association to start the implementation stage of my project
and that is how I discovered that Pastor Roger Boyd had designed a tri-fold pamphlet a couple of
years ago for distribution at an open house the SOTKE was having. Pastor Roger was kind
enough to let us use his format and basically adapt it to our current needs.
Our hope is that in doing a tri-fold pamphlet that will be distributed at each church and
social service agency in our service area we will inform people of this ministry’s needs for
volunteers and donations. We believe it is important to let people know at each church, besides

the pastor and those on the board, what we do and how their money and donations are used.
also believe it is imperative to keep other ministries and social service agencies in our area

informed of our services so we can better network together.

I

That is why I am here today, to request your help and support in distributing these
pamphlets at your churches. We would like for them to be distributed to your congregation
during the month of January or your earliest convenience. I have with me today packets for each
church that includes an introduction letter as well as a guess-timate of the pamphlets your church
will need. If you would please see me before you leave today I will give you your church’s
packet. I know each church may be different in the way they share this type of information, so
feel free to use your normal method of distribution. If you want to hand it out in your weekly
bulletins, your monthly newsletter, or display them on an information rack at your church,
anyway would be great. Feel free to reproduce as needed.
The pamphlet includes:
list of services offered
history
mission statement
how to volunteer
how to donate
what to donate
basic statistics for the past 24 months

We have seen the number of people seeking help increase during this time and our
donations from places like Wal-Mart and the Bread of Life decrease.

[ appreciate you allowing me to speak here today and thank you for your support.
realize that not all of the churches are represented here today and that I will be employing my

back-up plan for distributing the rest. That is all I have unless you have any questions you would
like to ask.
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